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Gbn 


Genti-embn, 

You  are  no  less  entitled  to  my  private 
I,  than  the  inferior  class  of  my  parish- 
ioners- As  you  do  not  choose  to  partake 
with  ihem  of  tny  evening  instructions,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  present  you  with  some  of 
my  morning  meditations.  May  these  well- 
meant  endeavours  of  my  pen  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  you,  than  those  of  my  tongi 
And  may  you  carefully  read  in  your  closets, 
what  you  have  perhaps  inattentwdy  WwA^ 
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in  the  Church!  I  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of 
hearts,  that  I  had  rather  impart  truth  than 

I 

receive  t3rthes.  You  kindly  bestow  the  latter 
upon  me ;  grant  me,  I  pray,  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  you  favourably  receive  the  former, 
from. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  affectionate  Minister, 

And  obedient  Servant, 
J.  FLETCHER. 
Madeley,  1772. 
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INTKODUCTION. 


In  religious  mattfrs  we  easily  ma 

lliiiig  is  more  common  than  to  see  people  embracing 

one  error,  under  the  [ilaosible  pretence  of  aroidiag 

Many,  throngh  fear  of  infiilelity,  during  the  night  nf 
ignorance  and  storm  i>f  ptusion,  run  Hgainat  the  wild 
rockB  of  superatmon  and  enthnsisam  ;  and  frequentlj 
do  it  with  such  force  that  they  '  mnke  shipwreck  of  the 
&ilh,'  and  have  little  of  godliness  left,  eseept  a  few 
broken  pieces  of  its  form. 

Kninbers,  to  sbun  that  fatal  error,  steer  quite  a  con- 
trary coarse ;  Supposing  themselves  guided  by  the  com- 
pass af  Reason,  when  they  ouly  follow  that  of  prejudice, 
with  equal  violence  tbey  dash  their  speculative  brains 
againi>t  the  rocliE  of  deism  and  profaueness  ;  and  foodly 
congtatqlate  therasclrea  on  CMiping  the  shelves  of 
toialiciani,  whilut  the  leaky  bark  of  their  hopes  i» 
ready  to  aink,  and  that  of  tlieir  morals  1$  perhaps  iunk 
alrtsdy.  Thns,  both  equally  overlaok'nober,  rational, 
beort-felt  piety,  ^at  lies  between  those  wide  and  dan- 

To  point  out  the  happy  medinm  which  they  have 
missed,  and  call  them  back  Ui  the  narrow  path,  where 
Reason  and  Revelation  walk  hand  in  hand,  is  the  design 
of  these  sheets.  May  '  tlie  Father  of  Li(;bis'  »o  shine 
npoa  the  Reader's  mind,  that  he  may  clearly  dUcover 
Trndi,  and,  notwith standi ug  the  severity  of  her  aspect, 
prefer  her  to  the  most  soothing  Error  I 

tf  Cbe  Reader  is  one  of  those  who  affect  to  be  the 
warm  votaries  of  Reason,  he  is  entreated  to  be  a  close- 
Ihinker,  as  well  us  a  yj'ee-thinker ;  and  with  careful 
sitentioo  to  consider  Reason's  dictates,  tiefore  he  coh' 
dudes,  that  they  agree  with  hie  favourite  sentiments 
o  doubt,  too  much  candour  not  to  {^latA  v 


equitable  a  request;  too  much  jnstice,  to  tet  atlde 
Mailer  of  Fact :  and  too  much  good  seDse,  to  dUre- 
gard  an  Appeal  lo  Caramon  Setae. 

Should  he  incliae  Co  the  opposite  extreme,  and  ciy 
down  our  ra^onal  powers,  he  is  desired  to  remember. 
Sight  Reason,  which  is  that  which  I  appeal  to,  is  a 
of '  the  light  that  euligbleua  everr  luau  who  comee 
Hie  world ;'  and  a  beam  of  the  eternal  Logai,  tbe  '  San 
of  RighteouBiKSH,' 

God,  far  from  blaming  a  proper  use  of  the  noble 
faculty,  by  which  we  are  chiefly  distineuiBbed  fiDm 
bmtea,  giacioutly  incites  us  to  the  exercise  of  it : 
■  Come  now,'  aays  he,  '  aud  let  us  reason  together.* 
Jesoa  commends  tbe  Unjaxt  Steward,  for  reasoning 
better  upon  his  wrong,  thau  the  children  of  light  upon  ; 
tbelr  right,  principles.  Samuel  dexlres  the  Israelites  to  . 
*  stand  still,  that  he  may  reaioa  with  them  before  the 
l.ord.'  St.  Peter  charges  believers  to  ■  give  an  am 
to  every  one,  that  isketh  them  a  rtaaon  o(  their  hope.*- 
And  St.  Paul,  who  reasoned  so  conclusively  himself, 
inlimalea,  that  wicked  men  are  unreasonable,  and  de- 
clares, that  a  total  dedication  of  ourselves  lo  God  If 
our  reasonable  nenlce.  And  while  be  challenges  Iba 
vain  dlsputers  of  this  world,  who  would  make  jeata 
puss  for  proof;!,  invectives  for  arguments,  and  sophiatiy 
fbr  reason,  he  charges  Titua  to  use,  not  merely  souq4 
speech,  but  (as  the  original  also  means)  Sound  Beaton, 
'  that  he  who  is  of  the  contrary  part  may  be  ashamed.' 

Let  us,  then,  followiug  his  advice  and  example,  paf 
a,  dne  regard  both  to  Reason  and  Revelation.  So  shall 
we,  according  to  his  candid  direction,  break  ths 
shackles  of  prejudice  >  '  prove  all  things,  and,'  bjf  Hi- 
vbe  grace,  '  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.' 


AN  APPEAL 


MATTER  OF  FACT,  &c. 


PART  I. 

Iw  every  Religion  there  is  a  principle  of  troth  or  error, 
whi<^,  like  tbe  first  link  of  actrnin,  necesaarily  draws 
after  it  all  the  pnrts  with  which  It  is  easendally  cou- 
□ected.  This  leadia;  priDclple  in  ChriBtianity,  dix- 
(in^uished  frooi  Deistn,  Is  ttie  daetriiie  of  our  oorrapl 
and  lost  entate :  For  if  man  is  not  at  variance  with  bii 
Creator,  what  need  of  a  Mediator  between  God  and 
him  ?  If  he  h  not  a  depraved,  undone  creatnre,  what 
necessity  of  so  wonderful  a  Restorer  and  Saviour,  ax 
the  Sou  of  God  •  If  he  is  not  enslaved  to  aln,  why  U  he 
ledeemed  bjtJeaas  Christ  >  If  hcisnot  poUnted,  why 
masi  he  be  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  imraacnlatc 
Lamb  >  If  his  sonlis  not  disordered,  what  nccaEEoii  is 
ibere  fbr  such  a  divine  Physician?  If  he  in  not  help- 
leas  and  niiHenblc,  why  Is  he  perpetnallf  iuvitud  lu 
tecnretlie  assistance  and  con aotatio as  of  the  Hoi;  Spirit  > 
And,  in  a  word.  If  be  is  not  '  born  in  ain,"  why  is  a 
'  new  birth'  so  abHolntcly  necessary,  that  Christ  de- 
clares, with  tbe  most  solemn  asaeveratinns,  '  without 
it  no  man  em  see  Cbe  kiDgdom  Of  Ood  .>' 

This  doctrine  then  being  of  snch  importance,  that 
^Doine  Chrisn'nnity  stands  or  falls  with  It,  it  may  be 
fToperto  itate  it  at  large.  And  as  thi^;  cannot  he  done 
ti  Hroitger  and  plainer  words,  than  those  of  tbe  sacred 
wthers,  and  our  pious  Reformers,  I  be;  leave  lo  collect 
ibem,  and  present  the  reader  with  a  ^cwte  of  oux 
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[part 


Htnnl  c«late,  drawn  at  full  Irngtb  b}'  those  andent 
•od  muitcrl)-  handN. 

1.  Mo»ei,  wlio  latarnu  us,  that  *  God  created  m: 
llU  otTD  Image,  and  after  hU  likeDrss,'  soon  ca 
shade  upon  hU  otiginal  diguii7,  by  giving  an  a  sn 
conntof  hrsfall.  He  repreeeats  him,  after  bis  diaobe- 
'  dieiice,a«acrimiDalupder8tntciM;euf deatb^a  wretck. 
filled  with  goilt, shame, dread,  and  horror;  and  arm- 
Sabond,  tumeil  out  of  a  lost  paradise,  into  a  ra 
wilderness,  where  all  bears  the  etamp  of  desolation  for 
Us  sake.  (Gen.  iii.  17.)  In  ronseqoeitce  of  this  apostatj 
I   lie  died,  and  '  all  die  in  Lim  :  For  by  one  tuan  tin 

]  the  world,  and  death  by  sin;  and  so  deatb' 

I   passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  hare  sinned'   [I  Cor.. 

Xv.  12;   Rom.  V.   12,J  in  liim,  who  was  all  mankiad' 

I   wminally  and  federally  collected  in  one  individual. 

The  sacred   historian  hating  informed  ns  how  tlie, 

tnt  maq  was  corrupied,  observes,  that '  he  begat  a  son 

I  h  hlB  own  image,'  siiifal  and  mortal  like  himself  i 

|;Hathisfir8t-boru  was  n  murderer  :    That  Abelhlm- 

U  Bfibred  sacrifices  to  avert  divine  wrath,  and  that 

B  violent  temper  of  Cain  soon  broke  out  in  all  Ui« 

_         n  iperias.    '  The  earth,"  says  be, '  was  filled  with 

tlolcDce, — all  Rcsh  had  corrupted  its  way, — and  God 

aaWjthe  wickedoess  of  maii  was  great  in  tbe  earth:' 

great '  that  ei-cry  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  hi* 

heart  wan  only  evil,  continually :'    (Gen.  vi.  5.)     Onlf 

evil,  nithoat  any  mixture  of  good;  and  coalleuallg, 

nitbont  any  mCermusion  of  t^e  evil. 

When  the  delnge  wsa  over,  the  Lord  himself  gave 
(be  eame  accoimt  of  his  obstinately  rebellions  creature. 
'  The  imagination  of  man's  heart,'  said  he  to  Noah, 
'  Is  evil  from  his  yoirth.'  (Gen.  viii.  21.)  Job's  friends 
paint  US  with  the  same  colours.  Une  of  them  obsenefi, 
that  'Man  Ik  born  like  the  wild  ass's  colt:'  And 
another,  that  *  he  is  abominable  and  filthy,  and 
drinbeth  ioiiiuity  lite  water.'  (Jobil.  12;  sv,  16.) 

David  doth  not  ultar  the  hideons  porti'aiC  ;  'The 
Lord,'  i-ays  be, '  looked  down  from  heaveu  upon  the 
(UUiiEn  e(  laMf  to  B«e  if  tbeie  w^i  an;  itmt  did  under- 


stand  and  seek  God.'     And  Ihe  resoli  of  the  divine 

inspection  is,  '  They  are  all  gone  aside ;  they  are  alto- 
gether become  filthy;  There  is  none  that  doeth  good, 
iio,notone.'  (Psalm  si  v.  3.)  Solomon  gives  a  finiahing 
stroke  to  his  Talher'a  dranght,  by  infonnlng  na,  that 
'  FooliahiieBs  is  boand  in  Ihe  heart  of  a  child :'  And 
not  of  a  child  only ;  for  he  adds,  *  The  heart  of  the 
SODS  of  men  ii  full  of  evil ;  and  white  thej'  live,  mod- 
nesa  is  iu  theit  heart.'  (Prov.  xxii.  15  j  Ecd.  ix.  3.) 

Isaiah  corroborateH  the  assertiooB  nf  tbe  royal  Pro- 
phets, in  the  following  mouiuful  confe^siona :  '  All 
we,  like  ahecp,  hare  gone  astray. — We  are  all  as  an 
onelean  thing,  and  all  onr  righleousnesaea  ore  ai  filthy 
rags.'  (Isa.  liii.  6;  lxiT.6.3 

Jeremiah  confirms  the  deplorable  ttulli,  where  he 
lays,  'The  ain  of  Jndah  is  tvricten  wi^  a  pen  of  iron, 
and  with  the  point  of  a  diamond ;  it  is  graven  npou  the 
tables  nf  tlieir  hearts. —  0  Jemaalem,  wash  thy  heart 
from  wickcdneaa,  that  thon  mayaal  be  saved.' — Foi 
'  Ihe  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  Ihinga,  am)  desperately 
wicked :  Who  can  know  it  ?'    (Jer.  iv.  14 ;  xvii.  1,  9.) 

Thns  the  Prophets  delineate  mankind  in  a  DHtural, 
impenitent  state.  And  do  the  ApoKtlea  dip  their  pencil 
in  brighter  colours?  Let  them  apeak  for  themselves. 
The  chief  of  them  infurms  na,  that  '  the  natural,' 
nnrencwed  '  man  receivea  oat  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,'  Hud  that  'they  are  foolishness  to  him.' 
(I  Cor.  ii.  14.)  And  he  lays  it  down  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  '  the  ramal  miud,'  the  taste  and  diaposi^on  of 
every  aaregenerate  person,  is  not  only  averse  to  good- 
ness, but  '  (nmify  Itself  against  God,'  the  adorable 
foDntain  of  all  excellence.  A  blacker  line  can  hardly 
be  drawn,  to  describe  afallen,  diabolical  nature.  (Rom, 
viiL  7.) 

Variaoj  are  Ihe  names  which  the  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles gives  to  aor  original  corraptioa ;  which  are  all 
expressive  of  its  pernicioua  nature  and  dreadful  effects. 
He  calls  it  emphaticaUy  Sin;  a  sin  w  full  of  activity 
ind  energy,  that  it  is  the  life  and  apringof  all  others  i— 

~  idwelling  Sin ;'  a  sin  wliicb  ia  not  like  the  Ua,\ea 
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andfiuitsofEi  bad  tree,  thai  appear  for  a  time,  and  ihes 

drop  of;  bat  like  (be  Hap  dialdnells  anil  workawtthln, 
■  always  ready  to  break  out  at  everr  bud  ; — '  Tbe  bodjp 
of  alD,'  because  it  la  an  aanembloge  of  all  possible  sim 
In  embryo,  as  our  body  is  au  assemblage  of  all  tl 
members  wlilch  coastitate  the  humau  frame; — 'Hib' 
law  of  sin,*  and  '  the  law  in  o' 
hath  a  constraiiilng  force,  aod  rules  in  our  mortal  bo-' 
dies,  as  a  mit-htir  tyrant  in  the  Mugdom  which  be  hi 
nsnrped: — 'llie  old  man,'  because  we  hare  it  from 
the  first  man,  Adam ;  and  because  it  is  as  old  ai 
first  stamina  ofour  frame,  with  which  it  b  most  closelj' 
Interwoven: — ' 'nie  flesh,'  as  bciug  propagated  byi 
carnal  generatioa,  aud  always  opposing  the  Spirit,  the 
gradous  principle  whirh  we  have  from  Adam  tbo 
'  coneupisceuee,'  that  ropiic  Jezebel,  ■ 


Nor  are  St.  James  and  St.  John  less  severe  than 
Paul,  upon  the  unconrarted  man.    The  one  obseri 
that  his  wisdom,  the  best  property  naturally  belonging 
to  him,  '  descendeth  not  from  above,  but  is  earthlj,  ^ 
aengnal,  and  devilish ;'  and  the  other  posilivetf  de> 
dares,  that  'the  wltole  world  lieth  iu  wickedness.' 
(James  iii.  15  I  IJohli  v.  19.) 

Out  Lord,  whose  Spirit  inspired  the  prophets  and  ' 
apostles,  confirms  their  lamentable  testimony.  ~ 
make  us  serionsly  consider  siu,  our  mortal  disease,  he  < 
reminds  us,  that  '  the  whole  liave  do  need  of  a  physi- 
cian, but  they  that  are  Bicb.'  fLuke  v.  31.)  He  de- 
dares,  that  '  men  love  darkness  rather  than  light ;' 
That  '  the  world  hates  them,'  and  that  '  its  works 
are  evil.'  (John  ill.  19)  xv.  18;  vii.  7.)  He  directs 
all  to  pray  for  the  'pardon  of  sin,'  as  'being  evil,' 
and  ■  owing  ten  thousand  talents'  to  their  heavenly 
creditor.  [Malt  vi.  12  ;  vii,  11 ;  xciii.  24.)  And  he 
assures  u.i,  that '  the  things  which  defile  the  man,  come 
ttom  within ;'  and  that  '  out  of  tbe  heart  proceed  evil 
[btSj  adolteiies,  fornications,  murders,  thefts,  co- 


I,  wickcdneia,  deceit,  Iasci'ioa!ine<iK,  an  evQ 

ihemr,  pride,  fiMliihnegs,'  [Mark  vM.  21 ; 

,  19.)  and,  in  a  word,  ati  moral  toil. 

indeed,  confine  what  the  icriptnrei  lay  of  ths 

^  of  haman  hearts,  lo  the  abandoned  Heathmi 

kecaidag  Jewa ;  as  if  the  professors  of  moralltf 

totiaaity  were  not  coacemed  in  the  dreadfU 

But  if  the  apostolic  writings  affirm,  that  Cbrht 

lot  to  call  the  righteous,  bat  ainnen;'   that 

I  for  the  nngodJy,'  and  that  '  he  suBered,  the- 

'le  ODjitst;'  it  is  plain  thai,  unless  he  did  uol 

die  for  moral  men  and  Chriiittans,  they  ara 

sinnen,  ungodig,  and  unjtut,  as  the  rest  of 

(Bom.  V.  5;  1  PeL  ill.  IB.) 

ifisertion  seems  severe,  let  some  of  llie  beat 

;ever  lited,  dedde  the  point;  not  by  the  e«- 

^of  immorBl  persons,  hut  by  their  own.    *  I 

ifieir,'  says  Job, '  nnd  repent  In  dust  and  ashes  * 

Ul.  G.)     '  Behold  1  was   shapeii  in  liii<|aley,' 

Md,  'and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me.' 

T.  5.)     '  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,'  aayi 

becanse  I  am  a  man  of  anelean  lips.'  [lEabih 

1  know,'  layn  St.  Faal,  'that  in  me,  that 

<l  flwh,    dweileih   no   good  thing."     (Rom. 

'  We  onrseives,'  says  he  to  'Htus,  '  were 

■  fbolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  serving  divers 

pleasures,  living  In  malice  and  envy,  hatefnl, 

g  one  another.'  [Tit.  iii.  3.)     And  speaking 

If,  and  Hie  Christians  at  Ephesos,  he  leaves 

lOrd  this 'memorabie  sentence, '  Wa  were,  bg 

(Aildren  of  wrath  even  aa  others.'  {Eph. 

Ji  hambling  thoughts  have  the  best  men 

both  of  their  natural  estate,  and  of  them- 

DO  one  is  a  more  proper  person  to  appeal  to 
than  Ibi*  teamed  apostle,  who,  by  con- 
raingwilh  Jews,  Heathens,  and  Christians 
r,  bad  sneh  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
OS  hear  him  sum  up  the  suffrages  of  hli 

irethreu.  *  Whatibeu,' sayshe, 'areweteV 


stMI^H 
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than  they?*  Better  than  the  immoral  Pagans  aud hypo- 
critical Jews,  described  in  the  two  preceding  chapters  ? 
*  No,  in  no  wise.'  And  he  proves  it  by  observing, 
(1.)  Hie  universalUp  of  hnman  corruption  :  '  Alive 
under  sin^  as  it  is  written,  There  is  none  righteons,  no, 
not  oiM.'— (2.)  The  extent  of  it  in  individuals,  as  it 
affects  the  whole  man,  especially  his  mind  :  '  There  is 
none  that  understandeth'  the  things  of  God.  His 
affections :  *  There  U  none  tt^at  seeketh  after  God :' 
And  his  actions :  *  They  are  all  gone  out  of  tiie  way* 
of  duty :  *  There  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one  ;' 
for '  all  have  their  conversation  in  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
and  of  the  mind.'— (3.)  The  out-breakings  of  this  cor- 
ruption through  all  the  parts  of  the  body :  <  Their 
throat,  their  lips,  their  mouth,  their  feet,  their  eyes,  and 
all  their  members,  are  together  become  unprofitable, 
and  instruments  of  unrighteousness.'  As  for  thdr 
tongue,  says  St  James,  it '  is  a  world  of  iniquity,  it 
defileth  the  whole  body,  and  sets  on  fire  the  course  of 
nature,  and  is  set  on  fire  of  hell.'  And  lastly,  its  ma- 
lignity  and  virulence :  It  is  loathsome  as  *  an  open 
sepulchre,'  terrible  as  one  who  '  runs  to  shed  blood,' 
and  mortal  as  '  the  poison  of  asps.' 

From  the  whole,  -  speaking  of  all  mankind  in  their 
unregenerate  state,  he  justly  infers,  that  '  de^jtruction 
and  misery  are  in  their  ways.'  Aud,  lest  the  self- 
righteous  should  flatter  themselves,  that  this  alarming 
declaration  doth  not  regard  them,  he  adds,  that '  the 
scripture  concludes  all  under  sin ;'  that  '  there  is  no 
difiierence,  fbr  all  have  sinned,  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God ;'  and  that  *  the  moral  law'  denounces  a 
general  curse  ag^nst  its  violators,  '  that  every  mouth 
may  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty 
befi>re  God.'  (Rom.  iii.  9—23  ;  vi.  19 ;  Eph.  ii.  2.) 

If  man  is  thus  corrupt  and  guilty,  he  must  be  liable 
to  condign  punishment.  Therefore,  as  the  prophets  and 
apostles  agree  with  our  Lord  in  their  dismal  descrip- 
tions of  this  depravity,  so  they  harmonise  with  Him  in 
the  alarming  accounts  of  his  danger.  Till  he  flees  to 
the  Redeemer  as  a  condemned  malefactor^  and  secures 


niiST.] 

an  ioleresl  in  the  nali-aiion  proriiied  for  the  lost,  Ihey 
rppreaent  him  as  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 

Tbey  inform  ns,  '  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed 
fram  hearen,'  not  only  ngainst  some  alrocionB  crimes, 
but  'against  dffunrigfaleonstiesa  of  men.'  (Rom.  I  IS.) 
'That  ei/erp  transgression  and  disobedience  shall  receive 
1  jnst  recompence  of  reward.*  (Heb.  ii.  2.)  That 
'the  soul  that  sinneth  shall  die,'  because  '  the  wages 
of  sin  is  death."  (Ezek.  srilt.  4^  Rom.  vi.  33.)  They 
declare,  that  '  they  are  cursed,  who  do  err  from  God's 
ulmmandments ;'  That  'cursed  is  the  man,  whose 
heart  (ieparteth  from  the  Lord  ;'  That '  cursed  ia  every 
one,  who  continues  not  in  all  things  which  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them :'  That  '  whosoever 
shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  olTenil  in  one  point, 
la  guilty  of  all:"  And  that  'as  many  as  liave  sinned 
wi^oDt  law,  shall  also  perish  without  law,"  (PiaJm 
»ix.  21  ;  Jer.xrii.Sj  Gal.  it i.  10;  James  ii.  10;  Rom. 
ii.  12,) 

Tbey  entreat  us  to  turn,  lest  we  ehonicihe  foaudwitii 
'tlie  many,"  in  the  'broad  way  to  destroction."  (Ezelt. 
sviii.  23  i  Malt.  vli.  13.)  Thej  affectionately  inform 
ns,  '  that  it  is  a  fearfnl  thing  lo  fall  into  the  liands  of 
the  living  God  :'  That  '  our  God  ia  a  connuming  fire' 
to  the  nnregenerale !  That  '  indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguish,  hang  over  every  soul  of  man 
who  duelh  evil ;'  That  '  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed 
from  heaven  in  flaming  fire,  to  take  vengeance  on  them, 
who  hnow  him  not,  and  obey  not  the  gospel  >'  That 
'  the  wictied  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple that  forget  God  i'  That  '  they  shall  Ire  punished 
with  eternal  destruction,  from  the  presence  of  the 
Iiord,  and  froQi  the  glory  of  his  power :'  And  that 
'  they  all  shall  be  damned,  who  believe  [Lot  the  truth, 
bnt  have  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  (Heb.  x.  31  ; 
Oi.  29;Rom.ii.  9;  SThess.i.  8;  11.  12;  Psalm  is 

Nor  doei  our  Lord,  who  is  both  the  fonntain  and 
pattera  of  true  charity,  speak  a  different  langaagc.  He 
Uds  us  'fearhlm,  who  Is  able  to  destroy  both  sou! 
■hS  body  in  hell,'  (Luke  xii.  5,)    He  solemul^ c'au^ei 
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US  to  Oppose  corrupt  nature  with  the  utmost  resolution, 
lest  we  be  *  cast  into  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not, 
and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.'  (Mark  ix.  43.)  With 
teuderness  he  ioforms  ns,  that  '  Whosoever  shall  say 
to  his  brother,  Thoa  fool !  shall  be  in  danger  of  bell 
fire ;'  that  not  only  the  wicked,  but  <  the  unprofitable 
servant  shall  be  cast  into  outer  darkness,  where  will 
be  weeping,  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ;'  and  that 
he  himself,  for  from  conniving  at  sin,  will  fix  the  doom 
of  aU  impenitent  sinners,  by  this  dreadful  sentenoe, 
'  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  iuto  everlasting  fire,  pre- 
pared for  the  devU  and  his  angels.'  (Matt.  v.  22  ;  zzr. 
30,  41.) 

II.  I  flatter  myself  that  the  doctrine,  which  we  are 
to  try  by  the  touchstone  of  reason,  has  been  already 
sufficiently  established  from  scripture.  Nevertbelesf, 
that  the  reader  may  have  the  fullest  view  of  so  moment- 
ous a  subject,  I  shall  yet  present  him  with  a  recapitula- 
tion of  the  whole,  in  the  words  of  our  pious  Reformers^ 
taken  out  of  the  Articles,  Homilies,  and  Liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England.  . 

The  ninth  article  thus  describes  our  depravity  and 
danger  :  **  Original  or  birth-sin  is  the  fault  and  cor- 
ruption of  the  nature  of  every  mau,  that  naturally  is 
engendered  of  the  offspring  of  Adam  ;  whereby  man  is 
very  far  gone  from  original  righteousness,  and  is  of  his 
own  nature  inclined  to  evil,  so  that  the  flesh  lusteth 
always  contraiy  to  the  Spirit ;  and  therefore  in  every 
person  bom  into  this  world,  it  deserveth  God's  wrath 
and  damnation." 

The  thirty-fifth  article  gives  sanction  to  the  Homilies 
in  the  following  words  :  "  ITie  book  of  Homilies  con- 
tains a  good  and  wholesome  doctrine,  and  therefore 
we  judge  them  to  be  read  in  churches,  by  ministers, 
diligentiy  and  distincUy,  that  they  may  be  understood 
by  the  people."  Let  us  then  see,  how  they  set  forth 
the  good  and  wholesome,  though  lamentable  and 
humbling  doctrine  of  our  lost  estate. 

The  titie  of  the  Second  Homily  is,  ^'  A  Sermon  of 
the  Misery  of  Mankind,  and  of  his  Copdemnation  to 


Death  Everlasting  by  hit  SId."  Id  the  close  of  U,  the 
ranteuts  are  summed  up  in  these  wonls ;  "  We  have 
heart!  how  evil  we  are  nf  onrwlvei! ;  how  of  onrBelvn, 
and  by  onrselves,  we  have  no  goodness,  help,  or  hI- 
'ation  j  baton  the coutrary,  sin,  ilamuatiou,  anddeath 
everlasting." ' 

Oor  church  is  Eniforni  In  her  woeful  areonntB  of 
man'a  miaery.  Hear  her  in  the  Hrat  Homily  for  Whit- 
Saodny  :  "  Man  of  kit  uuin  wtfun  (sioee  tlie  fall}  ii 
fiesbly  and  carnal,  corrupt  and  uanght,  siofnl  and  die- 
obedient  to  Gud,  wilhoal  any  spark  of  goodnese  in 
liiBi,  withonl  any  virtnons  or  godly  motion,  only 
given  to  evil  thunghta  and  wicbed  deeds." 

In  the  Homily  on  the  Natirity,  the  apeaka  tboa !  "He 
(disobedient  man)  was  now  cursed  and  abhorred.  Instead 
of  (be  image  ol  God,  he  wa«  uow  become  the  imag«  of 
the  devil,  the  bond-slave  of  hell:  Altugetlier  spotted  and 
defiled,  he  seemed  to  bennthingelse  butalnmp  ofitiii  j 
uid  therefore,  by  the  jnst  judgment  of  God,  he  was 
HindemDed  to  everlasting  death.  Thus,  in  Adam,  all 
men  became  nniiereally  mortal,  having  in  themaelve) 
nothing  bat  everlasting  damnation*  of  body  and  ton]." 

The  same  doctrine  is  delivered  with  the  same  plain' 
oei!  in  the  Second  Part  of  the  Humily  ou  the  Passion. 
"Adam  died  the  death,  thatia,  became  mortal,  lost  the 
bvour  of  God,  and  was  cant  ont  of  Paradise,  being  no 
longer  a  citizen  ofheaven,  but  a  fire-brandof  bell,  and 
i.  bond-slave  of  the  devil.  And  St.  Paul  bearii  witness, 
that  by  Adam's  ollfence,  '  dealh  came  upon  all  men  lu 
Fondemnatiou,'  who  became  plain  reprobates  and  cast- 

•  Pn^Qdk^  pcnoni,  who,  initendof  ronddcring  Chu  entire  systeiD 
al&Ddi?il  here,  at  if  uuf  ct 


ualiDb  BDd  mliery,  where  they  vould  qtwna 
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aways,  being  perpetually  damned  to  tbe  everlasiin 
pains  of  hell-fire." 

Agreeable  to  this  we  are  taught^  in  the  Second  Pai 
of  the  Homily  on  Repentance,  that ''  part  of  thatidftD 
consists  in  an  unfeigned  acknowledgment  of  our  sins  t 
God,  whom,  by  them,  we  hare  so  grievously  offiendec 
that  if  he  should  deal  with  us  according  to  Ua  jnitici 
we  deserve  a  thousand  hella,  if  there  were  so  many." 

The  same  vein  of  wholesome,  though  unpleaMni 
doctrine  runs  through  the  Liturgy  of  our  church.  Sh 
opens  her  service  by  exhorting  us  "  not  to  dissembl 
nor  cloak  our  manifold  dns  and  wickedness."  She  ac 
knowledges  in  her  confessions,  that  <<  we  have  eire 
and  strayed  from  God's  ways  like  lost  sheep,"— ^ 
**  there  is  no  health  in  us,"^that  we  are  ''  miserabl 
sinners,  miserable  offenders,  to  whom  our  sins  ar 
grievous,"  and  "  the  burden  of  them  is  intolerable.*' 

She  begins  her  Baptismal  Office,  by  reminding  m 
that  *'  all  men  are  conceived  and  bom  in  sin."  Sh 
teaches  in  her  catechism,  that "  we  are  by  nature  bor 
in  sin,  and  the  children  of  wrath."  She  confesses  i: 
the  Collect  before  the  General  Thanksgiving,  that  *'  w 
are  tied  and  bound  with  the  chain  of  our  sins,"  au 
entreats  God  to  "  let  the  pitifulness  of  his  great  mere 
loose  as :"  And  in  her  suffrages,  she  be.^ccches  him  1 
"  have  mercy  upon  us,"  to  "  spare  us,"  and  <^mak 
speed  to  save  us ;" — a  language  that  can  suit  none  bu 
condemned  sinners. 

Duly  sensible  of  our  cxti'eme  danger  till  we  liav 
secured  an  interest  in  Christ,  at  the  grave  she  suppli 
cates  the  "  most  holy  God,  not  to  deliver  us  into  th 
bitter  pains  of  eternal  death  ;"  and  in  the  Litany,  sh 
beseeches  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  **  by  his  agony  an 
bloody  sweat,  by  his  cross  and  passion,"  to  *'  delivc 
us  from  his  wrath  and  everlasting  damnation."  Thu 
is  our  church  every  where  consistent  with  herself,  an 
with  the  oracles  of  God,  in  representing  us  as  corrupi 
condemned  creatures  in  A(lam ;  till  we  are  penitcm 
absolved  believers  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  doctrine  to  be  demonstrated  in  this  treatise  bein 


ihoi  fally  stated,  la  the  con^catanenus  worils  of  tlir 
sacred  writers,  and  onr  pions  Ilefarmera,  I  eliall  close 
lUs  part  by  an  appeal  to  the  reader's  candour  and  com- 
mon aen^e.  If  sucb  arc  the  senCiiuenls  of  our  cliurch, 
are  tho^e  chnrcfaDien  reasouable,  who  inllmnte,  that  al< 
the  maintainera  of  them  are  either  her  o[ieu  or  aecrei 
CDemies  ?  And  may  Uiey  rank  uith  modest,  liamble 
ChrUtSans,  wbo,  instead  of  the  xelf-abasitig  scripture- 
doctrine  here  laid  don'n,  boldly  subslitalt:  pompom, 
PhtunsaicdescitptiousofihepreaeotdiEniiy  and  rectitude 
of  hnmaii  oatnte? — Without  wailing  for  the  obvion* 
iBswer,  I  pass  lo  the  first  class  of  argnineutp,  on  which 
Uie  imtfa  of  this  mortifying  doctrine  is  eaiabliihcd. 


i 


PART  1 


:OQiid  to  bcliere  wiiat  is  contrary  to 
•tiDinioTi  setiEe  ;  if  the  ahote  etated  doctrine  appears 
irrational,  S  criplnrea,  Article?,  Homilies,  and  Liturgy 
are  quoted  in  >'Bin :  Wben  men  of  parts  are  pressed 
witli  their  antbority,  they  start  from  it  an  an  imposition 
'la  their  reason,  and  make  as  booourable  a  retreat  at 
ihcy  possibly  can. 

Some,  to  exlrlenle  themselves  at  once,  set  the  Bible 
aside,  39  fall  of  incredible  assertions.  Others,  with 
more  modesty,  plead  that  the  scriptures  hate  been  fre- 
quently tnisDutlcrBiood,  and  are  so  in  the  present  case. 
They  pnt  grammar,  criticism,  and  common  acnsetotbe 
iBck,  to  shew,  that,  when  the  inepired  writers  say,  tbc 
hanunt  '  heart  1b  desperately  wicked,'  they  mean  that 
it  i*  extremely  good  ;  or  at  least  like  blank  paper,  ready 
U  recrive  eldier  the  characters  of  rlrtae  or  vice.  With 
tMpect  to  the  testimony  of  our  Reformers,  they  would 
hare  yoQ  to  nnderstand,  that  in  this  enlightened  age  we 
mii»  leave  their  bHrsh,  ancfaaritabte  sentiments  to  the 
old  Pntitans,  and  the  present  Methodists. 
Tbai  BQch  objectors  may  subscribe  as  a  solemn  ttMVli, 
ftey  have  hiihetto  rejected  as  a  datigerons  eiroi  ■, 
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and  that  hiiiiiblod  sinners  may  see  the  propriety  o 
heart- felt  repentance,  and  the   absolute   need   of 
Almighty  Redeemer  ;  they  are  here  presented  with  so 
proofs  of  oar  depravity,  taken  from  the  astonishing  sei 
rity  of  God's  dispensations  towards  mankind. 

AXIOM. 

If  we  consider  the  Supreme  Being,  as  creatinj 
world  for  the  manifestation  of  his  glory,  the  display 
.his  perfections,  and  the  communication  of  his  happim 
to  an  intelligent  creature,  whom  he  would  attach  to  hi] 
;self  by  the  strongest  ties  of  gratitude  and  love  ;  we 
once  perceive,  that  he  never  could  form  this  earth,  ai 
man,  in  their  present  disordered,  deplorable  conditic 
It  is  not  so  absurd  to  suppose  the  meri4ian  sun  produ 
tiv«  of  darkness,  as  to  imagine  that  Infinite  Goodm 
ever  produced  any  kind  or  degree  of  evil. 

Infinite  Holiness  and  Wisdom  having  assisted  Ini 
nite  Goodness  to  draw  the  original  plan  of  the  world, 
could  not  but  be  entirely  worthy  of  its  glorious  Authc 
absolutely  free  from  every  moral  defilement,  and  natur 
disorder :  Nor  could  Infinite  Power  possibly  be  at 
loss  to  execute  what  the  other  divine  attributes  had  co: 
trived.  Therefore,  unless  we  embrace  the  sensble 
opinion  of  the  Materialists,  who  deny  the  being  of 
God ;  or  admit  the  ridiculous  creed  of  the  Manichee 
who  adore  two  gods  ;  the  one,  the  gracious  Author  of  e 
the  good  ;  and  the  other,  the  mischievous  principle  < 
all  the  evil  in  the  world ;  we  must  conclude  with  Mose 
that  eveiy  thing  which  God  made  was  at  first  *  ve 
good;'  or,  in  other  words,  that  order  and  beauty,  ha 
mony  and  happiness,  were  stamped  upon  every  part 
the  creation,  and  especially  on  man,  the  master-  piece  ' 
Creating  Power  in  this  sublunary  world.  On  th 
'  Axiom  1  raise  my 

PIRST  ARGIXMENT. 

Does  not  the  natural  state  of  the  earth  cast  a  ligl 
upon  the  spiritual  condition  of  its  inhabitants  ?  Amidst 
tboaaand  beauties  that  indicate  what  it  waa^  when  Go 


pronounced  It '  mj  good,'  and  as  the  original  imparts, 
extremelg  bcauli/ul :  aoiiilst  the  elegaut  and  gmnd 
raiua,  which  form  the  Taricty  of  our  imiUag  laod- 
icapea  and  romantic  pruspccts,  can  an  impartial  eu- 
ijairer  help  mbing  notice  of  &  Uidnsttud  ntriiiing  proafs, 
that  a  mulliplinl  cane  roeti  npon  thia  globe ;  and 
that  mao,  who  inhabits  it.  In  now  diegrafed  bj  the  God 
of  nature  and  providence  ? 

Here,  deceitful  moroasca,  or  faithlcaa  quiclisandi, 
Dtittnicl  oar  way  s  there,  miry,  iinpastiablc  roads,  or 
inhospitable,  aoudj  deaerta,  endanger  our  life.  In  one 
place,  we  are  stopped  bji  stupendous  chains  of  rochy 
ipanniaiiis,  broken  into  frightful  precipices,  or  hideoas 
caverns  ;  and  in  another,  we  meet  with  ruinous  Fulieys, 
eiit  deep  by  torrents  and  waierlalls,  whose  tcemendoua 
mar  ituos  the astoLiehed  traveller.  Many  of  the  bills 
are  stony,  rude,  and  waste  ;  Bad  must  of  the  plains  are 
Mierol  over  with  strata  of  barteu  sand,  litifl'  clay,  or 
infertile  grareL 

Tliorns,  thistles,  and  nozioas  weedH,t  frow  spon- 
laaeoDsly  ercry  where,  and  yield  a  troubJeaoine,  never- 
failing  ci'op  ;  while  the  best  soil,  carefully  ploughed  by 
the  laborious  husbandman,  and  sown  with  precious 
wed,  frequently  repays  his  expeuiive  toil  with  light 
sheares  ut  a  blasted  harvest- 
Consider  tiiat  immense  part  of  the  globe,  which  lies 
between  the  tropics  :  It  Is  parched  uji  by  the  acorchiug 
beams  of  the  vertical  sun.  'Ilierc,  the  tawny  inhubitaats 
fail  themselves  In  vain  ;  they  pant,  they  melt,  they 
faint  on  the  sultry  couch ;  and,  like  the  birds  of  night, 
dare  not  appear  abroad,  till  evcuing-shados  temper  the 
iiuoCTerable  blaze  of  day. — View  tlic  frozen  ronutriet, 
aroBud  the  poles  ;  In  Summer,  the  euu  Jait  glaacea 


Ar  brovl  bj  piiUidg  die  gennral  DubaoceouL  of  oiir  Si 
t  Bdt  tUI  ojr  pbjFaoit  hqve  proi'i^,  liai  Huttir* 

the  ilfghlDESS  of  tbcir  objotlini. 
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Upon  them  by  his  feeble,  horizontal  rays  :  In  Winter, 
he  totally  deserts  them,  and  they  lie  bound  with  rigor- 
ous frosts,  and  buried  in  continual  night,  lliere,  the 
torpid  inhabitants  know  neither  harvest  nor  Tintage ; 
the  ocean  seems  a  boundless  plain  of  ice,  and  the  con* 
^ent,  immense  hills  of  snow. 

The  temperate  zones  are  indeed  blessed  with  climates: 
But  even  here,  how  irregular  are  the  seasons  !  To  go 
no  farther  than  this  favoured  island,  what  means  the 
strange  foresight,  by  which  the  ice  of  January  is  lidd  in 
to  temper  the  ardours  of  July ;  and  the  burning  mine- 
ral is  stored  up  in  June,  to  mitigate  the  frost  in  Decern* 
ber  ?  But  notwithstanding  these  precautions,  what  con- 
tinual complaints  are  heard  about  the  intenseness  of 
the  heat,  the  severity  of  the  cold,  or  the  sudden  per- 
nicious change  from  tiie  one  to  the  other. 

Let  us  descend  to  particulars.  In  Winter,  how  often 
do  drifts  of  snow  bury  the  starved  sheep,  and  entomb 
the  frozen  traveller  !  In  Summer,  how  frequently  do 
dreadfiil  storms  of  hall  cut  down,  or  incessant  showers 
of  rain  wash  away  the  fruits  of  the  earth  \  Perhaps,  to 
complete  the  desolation,  water  pours  down  from  all  the 
neighbouring  hills  ;  and  the  swelling  streams,  joining 
With  overflowing  rivers,  cause  sudden  inundations,  lay 
waste  their  richest  pastures,  and  carry  off  the  swimming 
flocks;  while  the  frighted  inhabitants  of  the  vale,t 
either  retire  to  the  top  of  their  deluged  houses,  or  by 
the  timely  assistance  of  boats,  fly  from  the  imminent 
and  increasing  danger. 

If  heaven  seems  to  dissolve  into  water  in  one  place,  in 
another  it  is  like  brass ;  it  yields  neither  fruitful  rains, 
nor  cooling  dews ;  the  earth  is  like  iron  under  it,  and 
the  perishing  cattle  loll  out  their  parched  tongues,  where 
they  once  drank  the  refreshing  stream.  Suppose  a  few 
happy  districts  escape  these  dreadful  scourges  for  a 
number  of  years,  are  they  not  at  last  visited  with  redon  • 
bled  severity  ?    And,  whilst  abused  affluence  vanishes 

'  '^  This  was  the  case  of  eeveial  families  in  the  author's  parish* 
November,  1770» 


as  a  dreaoi  befure  ihe  inlolccabte  dearth,  du  not  a  slarv- 
ing,  tiotons  popuiacet  leave  their  wretched  cottages,  to 
pluD<ler  ibe  hoaxes  of  their  wealthy  neighbaurs,  desjic- 
rately  reDluring  the  gallows  for  a  morael  of  bread  f 

When  eame, secure  from  the  attacks  of  water,  quietly 
enjoy  the  comfarta  of  plenty,  fire  perhaps  surprises 
them  la  ao  instaut :  They  awake  iniolved  Ju  smoke, 
aad  ijiirrouaded  by  erackliog  flames,  throagli  which  (if 
it  is  not  too  late}  they  By  naked,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
necks,  and  think  themselves  happy  if,  while  they  leave 
behind  them  young  children,  or  aged  parents,  burning 
in  the  blaze  of  all  their  goods,  they  escape  themselves 
with  dUlocaced  joints,  or  broken  bones,  'llieir  piercing 
shrieks,  and  (he  fall  of  their  house,  seem  to  portend  a 
general  couQagration ;  tuud  confusion  increases  ;  disaa- 
traus  ritiu  spreads;  aud  perhaps,  before  ibcy  can  be 
slopped,  a  street,  a  suburb,  a  whole  city,  is  reduced  to 

TurD  your  imagination  from  the  smoking  ruins,  to 
fix  it  upon  Ilie  terrifying  effects  of  the  air,  agitated  into 
roaring  tempests,  and  boisterous  hariicanes.  Before 
their  impetuous  blast,  ma:its  of  ships,  and  cedars  of 
Lebanon,  are  like  broken  reeds  ;  men-of-war,  aud  solid 
buildings,  like  the  driveu  chaff.  Here,  they  strip  the 
gioaniug  forests,  tear  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  and 
obscure  the  sky  with  clouds  of  whirling  saud :  And 
there,  they  plough  up  the  liquid,  foaming  plains,  and 
with  sportive  fury  turn  up  mouutaias  for  ridges,  or  tut 
valleys  instead  of  fuirow.i.  As  they  pass  along,  the 
confounded  elements  dreadfully  roar  niider  the  mighty 
scourge,  the  rolling  sea  tosses  herself  np  to  heaveo,  and 
solid  loud  a  'swept  with  the  besom  of  destruction.' 

To  heighten  the  horrors  of  the  scene,  thunder,  the 
majestic  voice  of  an  angry  Qod,  and  tlie  awful  artillery 
of  heaven,  bnrsKi  in  lood  claps  from  the  lowering  sky. 
DUtaut  hills  reverberate  and  increase  the  alarming 
■osnd,  and  with  rocking  ediUces  declare  to  man,  that 
'•engeauce  beloageih  aoto   God:'    And,  to  enforce 

H      1  Tbl>  btppened  tome  years  seo  in  Ihii  neighbnuhQal. 
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the  solemn  \>'ari)iug,  repeated  flashes  of  lightning,  with 
horrible  glare,  dazzle  his  eyes,  and  with  forked  fires 
strike  consternation  into  his  breast ;  if  tliej  do  not 
actually  strike  him  dead,  in  the  mids^  of  his  shattered 
habitation. 

Nor  doth  heaven  alone  dart  destmctive  fires ;  earth, 
our  mother  earth,  as  if  it  were  not  enough,  frequently 
to  cormpt  the  atmosphere  by  pestilential  vapours,  bor- 
rows the  assis^nce  of  the  devouring  element,  to  terrify 
and  scourge  her  guilty  children.  By  sudden,  frightful 
chasms,  and  the  mouUi  of  her  burning  mountains,  she 
vomits  clouds  of  smoke,  sulphureous  flames,  and  cal- 
dned  rocks;  she  emits  streams  of  melted  minerals; 
covers  the  adjacent  plains  with  boiling,  fiery  lavas ;  and, 
as  if  she  wanted  to  ease  herself  of  the  burden  of  her 
inhabitants,  suddenly  rises  against  them,  and  in  battUt 
0/ shaking  at  once  crushes,  destroys,  and  buries  them 
in  heaps  of  ruin. 

These  astonishing  scenes,  like  a  bloody  battle  that  is 
seen  at  a  distance,  may  indeed  entertain  us:  They 
amuse  our  imagination,  when,  in  a  peaceful  apartment, 
we  behold  them  beautifully  represented  by  the  pen  of  a 
Mrgil,  or  the  pencil  of  a  Raphael.  But  to  be  in  the 
midst  of  them,  as  thousands  are,  sooner  or  later,  is 
inexpressibly  dreadful ;  It  is  actually  to  see  the  fore- 
runners of  divine  vengeance,  and  hear  the  shaking  of 
God's  destructive  rod :  It  is  to  behold  at  once  a  lively 
emblem,  and  an  awful  pledge,  of  that  '  fire  and  brim- 
stone, storm  and  tempest,'  which  the  righteous  Gover- 
nor of  the  world  will  '  rain  upon  the  ungodly,'  when 
'  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  the 
elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  earth 
with  all  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up.' 
Now,  as  reason  loudly  declares,  that  the  God  of 
order,  justice,  and  goodness,  could  never  establish  and- 
continue  this  fearful x'ourse  of  things,  but  to  punish  the 
disorders  of  the  moral  world  by  those  of  the  natural ; 
we  must  conclude  that  man  is  guilty,  from  the  alarming 
tokens  of  divine  displeasure,  which,  sooner  oplater, 
Are  «o  conspicuous  in  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe. 


We  have  taken  a  view  of  tlie  residence  of  munliiiid  ; 
Lelns  now  behold  them  entering  upon  tlie  di^urdercd 
fceoe.  And  here  reiuon  informs  us,  thateuue  myHlery 
of  iuiqaiCj  lies  bid  under  the  loatbaonse,  paitiful,  aud 
frequently  mortal  circauiitancet,  which  accuuipaiiyllicir 
birth  ;  For  it  caa  never  he  imagiued,  that  a  rlijhccous 
uid  good  God  would  suffer  innoi'tnt  and  pure  creatures 
10  come  into  the  world  skilled  in  no  luaguaBe  but  that 
of  misery,  rcnljng  iteelf  iu  hitler  cries,  or   doleful 

1(  is  a  matter  of  fact,  thatinfauls  geiieiidly  return  their 
Srat  breath  with  n  groau,  and  Bolutc  the  light  with'  the 
rciicc  of  sorrow  :  Ocaeralty,  1  aay,  far  aomirtimes  they 
are  bom  half  dead,  and  cannot,  without  the  uluiost 
difflcnliy,  be  brought  to  breathe  and  groan.  Uut  all  are 
tforu  at  the  hazard  of  tlieir  liven :  Kui'  while  some  can- 
uot  press  into  the  land  of  the  llrinK,  witliout  being  dan- 
gerously broised;  oibershave  their  lender  bouca  dislo- 
cated. Some  are altaoststraugled  ;  auditis  tlie  horrlljie 
fate  of  otliera  tu  be  forced  into  the  world  by  in.'.truuicuta 
of  torture  ;  having  their  sltull  bored  Ihrangh  or  broken 
to  pieces,  or  their  quivering  limbs  cut  or  torn  off  from 
the  unfortunate  Iruok.    AgHiu, 

While  some  appear  on  the  stage  of  life  embarrasaed 
with  mperilaous  partK,  others,  unncconuiably  mutilated,  , 
wont  those  which  are  necessary  :  And,  what  is  more  ter- 
rible Hlill,  a  few,  whose  hideous,  mis-»hapen  bodies 
neem  calculated  to  represent  the  deformity  of  a  fallen 
Eoul,  ratili  among  frightful  mousters  ;  andto  terniiiiute 
the  horror  of  the  parents,  are  actuallj:  smnthcied  aud 
destroyed. 

The  spectators,  it  is  true,  concerned  for  the  honour 
of  mankind,  frequently  draw  a  veil  over  these  shockiug 
and  bloody  fceues ;  but  a  pliilosopher  will  find  (hem 
out,  aod  will  rationally  iuf^r,  that  llie  deplorable  and 
daugerouv  manner  in  which  mankind  ate  born,  proves 
them  to  be  degenerate,  fallen  ci 

,  if  ho  picftrs  the  commuii 


iFwelet  our  ihougbtswccnd,  from  tha  little  hbCII 
ferers  U)  ilie  mothers  thiii  bear  Ihem,  wc  aboil  find  aaoi 
(her  drendruliiroaroftliedirlDedispleiuiire,  Bndofoai 
nataral  depravily.  Doei  aot  a  good  master,  loncb  moH 
a  gracious  God,  delight  in  the  pronpcritj  and  happinea 
or  his  faithful  serraats .'  If  iDBiikind  were  natnrallf  II 
their  Creator's  favour,  would  he  not  order  the  fruit  tf 
Ilie  womb  to  drop  from  it,  without  any  niore  inconreidi 
ency  thaa  ripe  vegetables  &1I  from  the  opening  huslEi 
or  full-growu  fruits  from  the  disburdened  tree  ?  BH 
how  widely  dllTerent  U  the  caite  : 

Fix  your  attention  on  pr^nant  mothers  :  See  thd^ 
dis(|a1eCDde  and  (ears.  Soice  go  beforehand  through  n 
lmai;inary  travail,  almost  as  painful  to  the  mind,  as  thf 
real  labour  la  to  the  body.  The  dreaded  hour  com 
la4t  Good  God  !  What  lingering,  what  tearing  pi 
what  redonbled  throes,  what  killing  agonlee  attend  it 
See  the  curee, — or  rather,  see  it  not.  Let  the  daoghH 
of  her  who  tasted  the  forbidden  fruit  without  the  m«^ 
drink  thatbitter  cop  without  him.  Flee  from  the  mou 
fnl  scene,  flee  to  distant  apartments, — But  in  vain- 
din  of  sorrow  pnraues  and  overtakes  yon  there. 

A  child  of  man  is  at  the  point  of  being  bom;  hU  tor- 
tured mother  proclaims  the  news  in  the  bitterest  ac 
They  increase  with  her  Increasing  ^ony.  Sympathizt 
and  pray,  while  she  suffers  and  groans, — perhaps,  whlk 
she  suSers  and  dies :  For  it  Is  possibly  her  dying  gron 
that  reaches  your  ear.    Perhaps  uatnre  is  spent  ir. 

fearfuU;  ihika  over  ttaM 
I.  il  1!  B  BigD  Ihejr  m|i 


iisrd  travail ;  her  ran  U  boru,  aud,  with  Jacob's  wife, 
she  cioaes  her  languid  eye  and  enpirea.  Perhap*  the 
iastmiueiita  of  death  arc  aiiuii  her  -,  the  keen  at«f  1 
mangles  ber  delicate  fraiae ;  as  Caesar's  mother,  she 
BC'ieronslj  soffcra  her  body  to  he  opeued,  Uiat  her  on- 
born  child  ma)'  not  be  lorn  from  her  in  jiiercj  ;  and  the 
fertile  tree  is  unnaturally  cut  down,  thar  its  fruit  mar 
be  safely  gathered. 

Perhaps  neither  mother  nor  child  can  be  saved,  and 
one  grave  is  go'^g  to  depnve  a  distraclt^  mortal  of  a 
!>eloved  Raphael,  and  a  long-expcctfd  Benjamin.  If 
ihia  ia,the  case,  O  earth,  earth,  earth  !  conceal  these 
■l^u  ;  cover  their  blood,  and  detain,  In  tiiy  dark  bo- 
som, (he  fearful  curse  that  brought  them  there  I  Vain 
nishl  Too  active  lo  be  conlined  in  thy  deepest  raulti, 
it  ranges  through  the  world :  With  unreleutiog  fierce* 
nesa  it  poranen  trembliag  mothers,  and  forces  theu  to 
lift  np  their  voice  for  speedy  relief ;  Thongh  varied  nc- 
cordins  la  the  accents  of  a  huudred  languages,  it  is  the 
■imc  TOice,  that  of  the  bitterest  anguish;  and  while  it 
ii  reverberated  from  hamlet  to  hamlet,  from  city  tn 
city,  it  strikes  the  nnprejadiccd  inif  alrer,  and  makes  him 
confess,  that  these  ilouds  of  nnbribcd  witnesses,  by 
their  loud  conscDtaiieoas  evidence,  impeach  Sin,  (lie 
tormenior  of  the  woman, and  murderer  of  her  offspriuR. 
But  suppose  the  ease  is  not  so  fatal,  and  bhe  is  at 
last  delivered :  Her  labour  may  be  over,  yet  not  her 
pain  aod  danger  ;  a  lingering  weakness  may  carry  her 
slowly  toiler  grave.  If  she  recovers,  she  may  he  a  mo- 
t]ier,  BDd  yet  unable  to  act  a  mother's  part.  Her  pining 
child  sucks  her  disordered  breast  in  vmn :  Either  (he 
upriiigs  of  his  balmy  food  are  dried  up,  or  they  over- 
flow  with  a  putrid,  loaihaome  fluid,  and  exeruetating 
ulcers  caDse  the  soft  lips  of  the  ii.fuiiE  to  appear  terri- 
ble as  Ilia  edge  of  the  sword. 

If  she  happily  escapes  this  common  kiud  of  dibtre^s, 
yet  she  tiiay  date  the  beginning  of  anuie  chronical  dlii- 
eaae  from  her  dangLrous  lying-in ;  Bnd,in  consequence 
of  her  bard  wrestling  for  tlie  blessing  of  a  child,  may 
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with  the  Patriarch  go  halting  all  her  days.  How  sen- 
sible are  the  marks  of  divine  indignation  in  all  these 
scenes  of  sorrow !  And  consequently,  how  visible  our 
ninfnlness  and  guilt ! 

Nor  can  the  JastneM  of  the  inference  be  denied,  un- 
der pretence  tiiat  the  females  of  other  animals,  which 
neither  do  nor  mh  sin,  bring  forth  their  yonng  with 
pain,  as  well  as  women.  For,  if  we  take  a  view  of  the 
whole  earth,  we  shall  not  see  any  females,  except  the 
daughters  of  Eve,  who  groan  under  a  periodical  disor- 
der, that  entails  languor  and  pidn,  weakness  and  mortal 
diseases,  on  their  most  Mooming  days.  Nor  do  we  In 
general  find  any  that  are  delivered  of  their  oiftpringwith 
half  the  sorrow  and  danger  of  women.  These  two  re- 
markable circumstances  loudly  call  upon  us,  to  look  for 
the  cause  of  sorrow,  which  attends  the  delivery  of 
female  animals,  where  that  sorrow  is  mostpensibly  fdt  s 
and  to  admire  the  perfect  agreement  thaT  subsists  be- 
tween the  observations  of  natural  philosophers,  and  the 
assertion  of  the  most  ancient  historian.  (Gen.  iii.  16.) 

FOURTH  ARGUMENT. 

If  we  advert  to  mankind,  even  before  they  burst  the 
womb  of  their  tortured  mothers,  they  afford  us  a  new 
proof  of  their  total  degeneracy.  For  reason  dictates, 
that  if  they  were  not  conceived  in  sin,  the  Father  of 
mercies  could  not,  consistently  with  his  goodness  and 
justice,  command  the  cold  hand  of  death  to  nip  them 
in  the  unopened,  or  just-opened  bud.  This  neverthe* 
less  happens  every  hour.  Who  can  number  the  early 
miscarriages  of  the  womb  ?  How  many  millions  of  mi- 
serable embryos  feel  the  pangs  of  death  before  those  of 
birth,  and  preposterously  turn  the  fmitfal  womb  into  a 
living  grave!  And  how  many  millions  more  of 
wretched  infants  escape  the  dangers  of  their  birth-day, 
and  salute  the  troublesome  light,  only  to  take  their 
untimely  leave  of  it,  after  languishing  a  few  days  on  the 
rack  of  a  convulsive  or  torturing  disorder  ?  I  ask 
again,  Would  a  good  and  righteous  God  seal  the  death* 
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narraut  of  »nch  muliltudea  of  lib  unboni,  ortiewly' 
bom  creaniree,  if  their  nalural  depravity  did  not  reoder 
them  proper  subjects  of  diamlutioD  I 

It  h  true,  the  young  of  beasts  soifer  and  die,  as  well 
as  infaots ;  bat  it  is  only  because  they  arc  ioiolved  in 
our  misery.  They  parlalie  of  it  a»  the  attendants  of  a 
noble  traitor  share  in  liis  deserved  ruin.  Sin,  that  in- 
conceivable, cinilenc,  and  poiverfuL  evil,  dieiv  down 
Qod'a  righteous  cnrse  apon  all  that  nas  created  fot  man 'a 
lue,  as  well  as  upon  man  liiioself.  Hence  OQly  spring 
the  degeneracy  and  death,  that  turn  bcaats  to  one  pro- 
miscDoai  dusi  with  manliiud.  (Compare  Gen.  iii.  J7i 
Rom.  V,  12;  and  vlii.32.)  We  may  then  justly  infer, 
ftma  the  sufferings  and  death  of  still' bom  or  oew- 
Ixtni  children,  (hat  man  is  totally  degenerate,  and 
liable  to  destnicUon,  even  from  hla  mother's  womb. 


But  take  your  leave  of  the  infant  corpse,  already 
buried  in  the  womb,  or  deposited  in  a  cofGn  of  a  span 
long  ;  fix  your  attention  on  the  healthy,  sucking  child- 
See  him  Btnpidly  staring  in  his  nurse's  lap,  or  awk. 
wardly  pa<<siog  through  childhood  to  manhood.  How 
visible  is  his  degeneracy  iu  every  stage ! 

Part  of  the  divine  image,  in  which  he  v/3s  made  iu 
Adam,  conusted  in  purity,  power,  and  knowledge: 
But  now,  he  is  naturally  the  least  cleanly,  as  well  as 
the  moat  helpless  aud  ignorant  of  all  animals.  Yea,  if 
the  reader  oald  forgive  the  indelicacy  of  the  asser- 
doo,  for  the  sake  of  ita  truth,  I  would  venture  to  shew, 
that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  cleanliness  of 
the  little  active  animals,  which  suck  the  filthy  swine; 
and  of  helpless  infauti,  who  snck  the  purer  breasts  of 
their  tender  mothers.  But,  casting  a  veil  over  the  drib- 
bling, loathsome, little  creatures;  withonlfear  of  being 
contradicted,  I  aver,  that  tlie  young  of  those  brutes, 
which  are  ttnpid  to  a  proverb,  know  ilheir  dams,  and 
foLow  them  as  soon  as  they  are  dropped  ;  whilst  infants 
ate  months  wilhoat  taking  any  particoiar  notice  of 
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their  parents,  and  without  being  able,  I  shall  not  say 
to  follow  them,  but  eveu  to  bear  the  weiglit  of  their 
swaddled  body,  or  stand  upon  their  tottering  legs. 

With  reference  to  the  knbwledge  necessary  for  the 
snpport  of  animal  life,  it  is  undeniable  that  bmtes  have 
greatly  the  adirantage  of  mankind.  Fowls  and  fishea, 
immediately  and  with  amazing  sagacity,  single  oat  their 
proper  nourishment  among  a  thousand  useless  and  nozi- 
ous  things:  But  infants  put  indifferently  to  their 
mouth  all  that  comes  to  their  hand,  whether  it  be  food 
or  poison,  a  coral  or  a  knife ;  and  what  is  more  astonish- 
ing still,  grown-up  persons  scarce  ever  attain  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  quantity,  or  quality,  of  the  meat  and^ 
drink,  which  are  most  suitable  to  their  constitutions. 

All  disordered  dogs  fix  at  once  upon  the  salutary 
vegetable,  that  can  (in  some  cases)  relieve  their  db- 
tress :  But  many  Physicians,  even  after  several  years' 
study  and  practice,  hurt  and  sometimes  kill  their  pa- 
tients by  improper  medicines.  Birds  of  passage,  by 
mere  instinct,  find  the  North  and  the  South  more  rea* 
^ily  thain  mariners,  by  the  compass.  Untaught  spiders 
weave  their  webs,  and  uninstructed  bees  make  their 
combs,  to  the  greatest  perfection  :  But  fallen  man  must 
serve  a  tedious  apprenticeship  to  learn  his  own  busi- 
ness ;  and  with  all  the  help  of  masters,  tools,  and 
patterns,  seldom  proves  an  ingenious  artist. 

Agidn,  other  animals  are  provided  with  a  natural 
covering,  that  answers  the  double  end  of  usefulness 
and  ornament :  But  indigent  man  is  obliged  to  borrow 
from  plants,  beasts,  and  worms,  the  materials  with 
which  he  hides  his  nakedness,  or  defends  his  feeble- 
oess  ;  and  a  great  part  of  his  short  life  is  spent  in  pro- 
viding, or  putting  on  and  oif  garments,  the  gaudy 
tokens  of  his  shame,  or  ragged  badges  of  his  fall. 

Are  not  these  plain  proofs,  that  man,  who,  according 
to  his  superior  rank,  and  primitive  excellency,  should 
in  all  things  have  the  pre-eminence,  is  now  a  degraded 
being,  cursed  for  his  apostacy  with  native  uncleanli'<> 
ness,  helplessness,  ignorance,  and  nakedness,  above  all 
otiier  animals  ? 
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b   natural   ignorance,   grent  as  It  li,   might 

9K  be  oveilooked,  if  he  lind  but  the  right 

;  of  Mk  Creator.    IJut,  olai!  the  holy  aad 

God  judicially  nithdrHws  bimtelf  Trom  hi* 

apostate  creatures.      Mau  h    uo(   properly 

t6  niih  Him  '  in  whom  he  lives,  and  niovet, 

I   hia  being.'     ThU  humblliig  truUi  maj  be 

rated  by  the  following  observationg. 

I  tnfinitelr  perfect ;  all  the  perfection  which 

In  the  most  esaltcd  creatures,  is  but  the  refle»- 

transceudetit  effulgence,  belonging  to  that 

Sod  of  epirilna]  heuaty ;  it  is  but  the  surbce 

fBthomablG  depths  of  goodnens  aiid  lorelinen, 

inerate  f  oalc  discorer  in  that  boundless  ocean 

Hence.  If  tfierefore  men  saw  God,  Ihej  could 

ip  being  struck  with  holy  awe,  overwhelmed 

ling  wonder,  and  ravished  with  driighlfiil 

i  than  a  man  born  blind,  and  rrsiorcd  to 

e  hlaze  of  a  Samiuer's  day,  could  help  hein(( 

ted  at  the  glory  of  the  new  and  nuexpected 

-f  Conld  we  but  gee  virtue  in  all  lier  beautr," 

1,  "she  would  ravish  our  bcitrts,"*  How 

woDld  our  ravishment  be  If  we  were 

^wiih  a  clear,  Immediate  discover?  of  the  divine 

beelerual  original  of  all  virtue,  (he  exuberant 

of  all  perfection  and  delight  1   Bnt,  alas '.  how 

behold,  know,  and  admire  Ood,  may  easily 

If  the  impious  or  vain  conduct  of  mankind. 

Ititndcofmen  Ingeuuonsly  confess,  they  know 

Qng;  if  they  take  bis  statne,  or  one  of  hts 

■  for  him  i  or,  if  they  doobi  whether  ihere  be 

r  (port  with  Uis  name  and  laws  In  bis  pre- 

t  reasonably  conclude,  that  they  oelihcr  lee 

the  royal  person.   j\nd  is  not  this  the  case  of 

■titions,  who,  like  the  Athenians,  worship  an 

nGod?'    Of  idolaters,  who  bow  to  favnarile 
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mortals,  or  lifeless  images,  as  to  the  true  God  ?  Of 
infidels,  who  doubt  the  very  being  of  a  God  ?  And  of 
open  sinners,  the  bulk  of  mankind,  who  live  every 
where  as  if  there  was  none  ? 

Oar  natural  igooraoce  of  God  manifests  itself  Htm 
more  evidently,  by  the  confessions  both  of  real  and  no* 
miua]  Christians.  The  former,  before  they  knew  God, 
and  were  admitted  to  '  behold  his  glory  shining  in  die 
face  of  Jesus  Christ,'  bitterly  complained  as  Isaiah, 
<  Verily  thou  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself;'  or  moan- 
fully  asked  with  David,  *  How  long  wilt  thon  hide  tfqr 
face  from  me  ?'  It  is  plain,  then,  that  by  nature  they 
were  as  others,  <  without  God  (practical  atheists)  ill 
the  world,'  and  have  as  much  reason  as  St.  Paui  to 
declare,  Uiat  '  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God.' 

As  for  nominal  Christians,  though  they  daily  pray 
that  '  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  with 
ns  all,'  it  is  evident  they  are  utter  strangers  to  com- 
munion with  God  by  his  Holy  Spirit.  For  if  we  affirm, 
that  he  blesses  his  children  with  a  spiritual  discovery 
of  his  presence,  and  '  manifests  himself  to  them  as  h^ 
doth  not  to  the  world,'  they  say  we  are  mad,  or  call  ns 
enthusiasts,  'lliis  behaviour  shews,  beyond  all  con- 
fessions, that  they  are  totally  unacquainted  with  '  the 
light  of  God's  countenance  :*  For,  what  greater  proof 
can  a  blind  man  give,  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
snn,  than  to  suspect  his  neighbour  of  lunacy,  for  affirm- 
ing that  sunshine  is  a  delightful  reality  ? 

From  this  moral  demonstration  of  our  natural  igno- 
rance of  God,  I  draw  the  following  conclusion.  If  the 
Lord,  who  is  a  mild  and  condescending  King  to  all  his 
loyal  subjects,  a  Father  full  of  endearing  and  tender 
love  to  all  his  dutiful  children,  hides  his  face  from  man- 
kind in  a  natural  state ;  and  if  what  little  they  know  of 
him,  is  only  by  conjecture,  hear-say,  or  inference  ;*  it 
is  a  proof,  that  they  are  under  his  displeasure,  and  con- 
sequently, that  they  are  rebellious,  fallen  creatures. 

*  Thbi8theJbuw;M;^o/Godniaiti<>nedRoin.LSl.  ItisRiiffl. 
dent  to  leave  without  excuse  those  who  do  not  improve  it  till  they 
attain  to  the  saving  knowledge  mentioned  John  xvii*  3;  1  John  v..20> 
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what  but  rebelllou  coold  thus  separale  between 
.  „  BO  nearly  reialedas  an  iiifiiiilely  gracioua  Crea- 
,  and  fevouriie  creatore,  whose  sou!  is,  accordinji  to 
[eathcD,  "  divinic  particula  aura:"  and  accordirg 
Motes,  '  the  very  brealh  of  God  ?"  We  may  then 
lonally  conclude  with  the  evBUgelical  vrophet,  that 
■  Iniquities  hai-e  separated  between  na  and  onr 
„/  and  that  '  our  ains  have  hid  hU  face  from  n*/ 
ip«d  the  San  of  Righteousness,  and  bronght  »Dch 
Aness  on  our  souls,  that,  by  nalnrc,  wc  know  nci- 
r  what  we  are,  nor  what  we  should  be  ;  ueither 
.ence  we  come,  nor  wliHlicr  we  art-  going  ;  neither 
e  ^raod  busioess  wc  have  to  do,  nor  the  danger  that 
teuds  our  leaving  It  undone. 


Ir  by  iiatore  mankind  know  not  the  Loid  to  be  their 

od,  ia  it  enrpi'lsiug  that  beasts  slionld  not  know  man- 
jnd  lo  be  thnr  Inids?  Nevertheless  reason  agrees 
rith  scripture  in  mainiainiug,  that  nan,  by  for  the 
oiliest  work  of  God  here  t>elow,  should,  acrording  to 
be  reason  and  litucis  of  ihingx,  beai'  rule  over  all  the 
ablaDary  ereaCJDD.  But,  alas!  even  in  this  respect. 
How  is  the  Rroivn  Mien  from  his  bead  I'  Inferior  an!- 
lals  have  as  little  regaid  for  hlin,  as  he  has  for  his  God. 

Notwithstanding  liis  aitful  contrivances,  greedy  biids 
tnd  mischievous  beatts  eat  up,  trample  down,  or 
leslroy,  part  of  llie  fmit  of  his  rural  labour,  la 
varmer  dimes,  armies  of  locntts,  tuorc  levrlblc  than 
lOBts  of  men,  frequeutly  darken  the  air,  or  cover  the 
^and,  and  equally  mock  at  human  power  and  craft. 
AHierever  they  light,  all  verdure  disappears,  and  the 
lammer's  fruitfulness  is  tnrued  into  wintry  desolation. 

If  locusts  do  not  reach  this  happy  island,  caterpillars, 
ind  a  variety  of  oilier  seemingly  insiguiticant,  but  really 
'armidablc  insects,  make  a  more  omsUtut,  Iboagh  le£s 
^enil  attack  upon  onr  trees  and  gardens.  Invabarc 
tej  destroyed  by  millions ;  tbey  oannot  be  fully  con- 
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considerate  spectator  to  acknowledge  the  finger  of  a 
sio-avcn^inj?  Providence. 

Happy  would  it  be  for  man,  if  rebcUioas  animals 
were  satisfied  with  the  prodace  of  his  fields  and  orcfa-  [] 
ards  :  Bat,  alas !  they  thirst  after  his  blood,  and  attack 
his  person.  Lions,  tigers,  rattle-snalies,  -crocodiles, 
and  sharks,  whenever  they  hare  an  opportunity,  im- 
petaonsly  attaclc,  furiously  tear,  and  greedily  derour 
him.  And  what  is  most  astonishing,  the  basest  reptiles 
are  not  afiaid  to  breed  in  his  stomach,  to  live  in  his 
Tery  bowels,  and  to  consume  his  inward  parts  :  While 
swarms  of  flying,  leaping,  or  creeping  insects,  too  Tile 
to  be  named,  but  not  to  humble  a  proud  apostate,  have  t 
the  insolence  to  fix  upon  his  skin  ;  and  by  picrdng  or 
furrowing  his  flesh,  suck  his  blood,  and  feast  upon  him 
from  his  cradle  to  the  grave. 

Domestic  animals,  it  is  true,  do  man  excellent  ser- 
vice :  But,  is  it  not  because  he  either  forces,  or  bribes 
them  to  it,  by  continual  labour  and  expence,  with  which 
he  breaks  and  maintains  them  ?  What  business  have 
multitudes  of  men,  but  to  serve  the  drudges  of  man- 
kind ?  What  are  smiths,  farriers,  farmers'  servants^ 
grooms,  hostlers,  &c.,  but  the  slaves  of  brutes,  wash- 
ing, currying,  shoeing,  feeding,  and  waiting  upon 
them  both  by  day  and  by  night  ? 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  the  prerogative  granted  to 
Noah's  piety,  (Gen.  ix,  2,)  and  the  care  taken  of 
domestic  animals,  do  they  not  rebel  as  often  as  they 
dare  ?  Here,  sheep,  deemed  the  quietest  of  all,  run 
astray,  or  break  into  the  field  of  a  litigious  neighbour : 
There,  the  .furious  bull  pursues  and  gores,  or  the  raging 
dog  sets  upon  and  tears,  the  inoffensive  traveller.  To- 
day, you  read,  that  an  impetuous,  foaming  steed  bath 
hurried  away,  thrown  off,  and  dragged  along  his  unfor- 
tunate master,  whose  blood  sprinkling  the  dust,  and 
brains  dashed  upon  the  stones,  direct  the  search  of  his 
disconsolate  friend :  And  to-morrow,  you  may  hear, 
that  a  vicious  horse  has  darted  his  iron-  fenced  hoof 
into  his  attendant's  breast*or  forehead,  and  has  lamed 
or  killed  him  on  the  spot. 


Uid  woald  the  wise  Governor  of  the  world,  the  kind 
ilcctor  of  hia  obedient  creatures,  permit  tbU  rebel- 
1,  crea  of  [be  lamest  aairoalv,  nnd  biuest  vennia 
linst  man,  if  man  bimself  was  not  a  duiiig  rebel 


That  a  contemptible  insect  sbonld  dare  to  set  upon, 
1  be  abte  to  deinur  a  proud  mouarch,  a  Herod  In  tbe 
dst  of  htg  guard),  is  teiTible :  But  the  mischief  stop! 
t  here.  Nameroas  tribes  of  ulber  baic  aniiuals  are 
meil  with  pnijouoas  tongues  or  stiogs,  and  use  them 
aiast  mankind  with   peculiar  rage.    To  say  aothlng 

mad  dogs,  have  not  asps,  ripers,  J  larantulaa,  kot- 
otu,  and  other  venonioua  serpcitta  and  infects,  the 
islrnctive  skill  of  extracting  the  quinlessenco  of  tbe 
trse,  which  sin,  our  moral  poison,  hatb  brought  upon 
le  earth  ?  When  we  mtac  within  their  reach,  do  they 
Dt  bile  or  sting  ub  with  the  utmost  fury  ?  And  by  infus- 
ig  their  sobtle  veuam  into  our  blood,  spread  ^ey  not 
nguiah  and  deatrnctioii  thrnngh  oar  agonising  frame  ? 
insiver,  yc  thousands,  who  dii-d  Id  the  wilderness  of 
he  bite  of  fiery  serpents ;  and  je  multitudes,  who,  in 
Imon  all  countries,  have  shared  tlieir  deplorable  fate. 

Let  OS  descend  to  the  segeiable  world.  How  many 
eoeitfal  toots,  plants,  aad  fruits,  deposit  their  per- 
IdoDS  Jaices  in  the  stomach  of  those,  who  unwarily 
Md  upon  them  <  Did  not  Elisha,  and  the  sons  of  the 
npbets,  narrowly  escape  beiug  poi^oued  all  together, 
1  one  of  them  fatally  niistaking  a  put-herb  ?  And  do 
lOt  maDj  go  quickly  or  slowly  to  their  grave  by  aacb 
lelancholy  accidents  ? 

iUneralt  and  melati  are  not  the  last  to  enter  iato  the 
[eneral  conspiracy  against  mankind.  Under  iooEfenslve 
ippearances,  do  not  they  gontain  what  ia  destructive  to 

he  animal  frame  ?  And  have  not  many  Fallen  a  aarri- 

cc  to  their  igaorauce  of  the  mischief  lurklngin  arsenic, 

t  Somr  wUl  BT,  Ual  lipert  flesh  ii  luiAil  In  phj-it-    I  gmni  II  i 
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and  other  mineral  productions  ?t  Nor  are  metallic 
effluvia  less  hurtful  to  hundreds;  and  the  health  of  man- 
kind is  perhaps  more  injured  by  copper  alone,  than  it 
ia  presen-ed  by  all  the  mineral  waters  in  the  world :  It 
18  acknowledged,  that  numbers  are  poisoned  by  food 
prepared  in  ateosils  made  of  that  dangerous  metal ;  and 
how  many  are  insensibly  hurt  by  the  same  means*  is  f 
only  known  to  a  wise  and  righteous  Providence. 

llius  God  leaves  us  in  a  world,  where  mischief  lurks 
under  a  variety  of  things  apparently  useful,  without 
giving  US  the  least  intimation  of  destruction  near.  To 
say,  that  Ir^nite  Goodness  can  deal  thus  with  innoceni 
creatures,  is  offering  violence  to  our  reason,  and  an 
affront  to  divine  justice.  Conclude  then  with  me, 
reader,  that  we  have  lost  our  original  innocence*  and 
forfeited  our  Creator's  fovour. 


NINTH  ARGUMENT. 

But  if  the  generality  of  mankind  escape  all  the  vari- 
ous sorts  of  poison,  do  they  escape  the  curse  of  toil  and 
sweat }  Is  not  a  great  majority  of  them  reduced  to  such 
sordid  want,  and  pressing  necessity,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
do  the  greatest  drudgery  for  a  wretched  maintenance  ? 

When '  God  made  men  to  have  dominion  over  the 
worlds  of  his  hands :'  when  He  *  put  all  things  in  sub- 
jection under  their  feet,  and  crowned  them  with  glory 
and  honour ;'  they  filled  up  each  happy  hour  in'  evi- 
dencing their  love  to  him  and  to  cadi  other ;  they  spent 
their  golden  moments  in  admiring  the  variety  and 
beauty  of  his  works,  finding  out  the  divine  signatures 
impressed  upon  them,  swaying  their  mild  sceptre  over 
the  obedient  creation,  and  enjoying  the  rich,  incor- 
ruptible fruits,  which  the  earth  spontaneously  produced 
in  the  greatest  perfection  and  abundance.    Thus  their 

{  It  is  objected,  that  excellent  remedies  are  prepared  with  anti- 
mony and  mercury :  But  it  is  well  known,  that  the  persons  who  uae 
them,  only  expel  one  poison  with  another  ;  as  the  decayed  oonstitu- 
U0119  of  those  who  have  frequent  rcoouise  to  such  violent  medidoes 
abundantly  prove. 


■RCOWD.] 

pleasare  was  wilhont  idleness  or  pain,  and  their  em-- 
floyment  without  [oil  or  wearitieaB. 

Bill  no  sooner  did  disobedience  opeu  the  flood-gatei 
of  Datoral  evil,  (Iibd  ardnoua  labonr  chdig  in  full  tide 
upon  mankind ;  and  a  thousanil  painful  arts  were  io- 
'cnted  to  Diitigate  the  muaifold  cnrEe,  which  aiu  had 
trought  upon  them. 

Since  the  full,  our  hod iea  arebeeome  vulnerable,  and 
ihamefnllf  naked  ;  and  it  is  the  hunincsa  of  thousauda 
10  make,  or  sell,  all  sorts  of  garmenta  for  oor  deffnce 
md  omametit.  Tberarth  has  lost  her  original  fertility  ^ 
and  thousands  mure  with  iron  inslrumeats  open  her 
boHom,  to  force  her  to  yield  un  a  maiuienance  ;  or  with 
immense  labour  aecnre  her  prerarious,  decaying  fruit*. 
Immoderate  rains  deprive  her  of  her  solidity,  and  earth- 
qmkes  or  deluges  destroy  her  evenness;  numtieia  there' 
fore  are  paiufully  employed  in  makini;  ur  mending 
roads.  Eacii  country  ^ords  fome  only  of  the  neces- 
saries or  conveuieucicaof  life;  thii  obliges  the  mercan- 
tile inhabitanta  to  transport,  with  iinmense  tronble  and 
danger,  the  produce  of  one  place,  lo  supply  the  wants 
of  another.  We  are  exposed  to  a  variety  of  dangers  : 
Our  persona  and  property  must  be  secured  agBiufil  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  tlie  attacks  of  evil  beaats, 
and  Che  aasaiilta  of  wicked  men;  hence  the  fatigue  of 
milliong  of  workmen  in  nood  and  stone,  metals  atid 
ininerals  ;  and  the  tolls  and  haxarda  of  millions  more, 
who  live  by  making,  wearing,  or  osing  the  various 
Dstmments  of  war  and  alanghter. 

Disorder  and  injustice  give  rise  to  government,  polt- 
tiCE  and  a  labyrinth  of  laws  ;  and  these  employ  myriadi 
ofoiBcerB,  lawyers,  magistrates,  and  rulers.  We  are 
subject  tu  a  thousand  puns  and  maladies ;  hetice, 
myriads  more  prescribe  and  prepare  rcuiediea,  or  attend 
and  nurse  the  sick.  Our  universal  ignorance  occasions 
tlie  tedious  labour  of  giving  and  receiving  instruction, 
iu  sti  the  branches  of  human  and  diviuc  knowledge. 
Andtu  complete  the  whole,  the  original  tongue  of  man- 
kind  ix  Goufonoded,  and  even  neighbouring  uatious  aro 
Lriaus  Ut  «ach  other  j  from  hence  arise  the  paiofol 
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iDCubrattoDs  ofcriUcs  and  liagai^ts,  with  thr  infinite  \ 
tronlile  of  teachini;  and  learning  various  languages.         f 
Tbe  cari^e  introduced  by  eiu  is  the  occuiun  of  d  I 
these  tolU.    'Hief  are  soon  mendoned,  bat,  alaa  I ' 
long,  hnw  grieccus  do  tbey  appear  to  Ihone  that  feel 
their  severity  !    How  many  Ergha  have  they  forcpd  from 
the  breasts,  how  mnch  sweat  from  the  bodies  of  m 
kiud  !     Unite  the  former,  a  CempcBt  mlghtensne;  < 
lect  the  latter.  It  would  swell  into  riveri. 

To  go  DO  farther  than  this  |io[)u1ods  parish,  wiOi 
what  hardships  and  dangers  do  our  indigent  neighboan 
earn  their  bread  1  See  those  who  ransack  the  bowell 
of  the  earth,  to  get  the  blacli  mineral  we  bom: 
little  Is  their  lot  preferable  to  that  of  the  Spaaishfeloai, 
who  work  the  golden  luiues  ! 

They  lake  their  leave  of  the  light  of  the  sua,  and, 
suspended  by  a  rope,  are  let  dowu  many  fathoms  per- 
pendicularly towards  the  centre  of  the  gtobc  :  They 
traverse  the  rocks  throagh  which  they  bate  dug  their 
horizontal  ways ;  the  murderer's  cell  is  a  palace.  In 
comparison  of  the  black  spot  to  which  Ihey  repair ; 
vagraut's  posture  in  the  stocks  is  preferable  to  that  In 
which  they  labour. 

Form,  if  you  can,  an  idea  of  the  misery  of  n 
kneeling,  stooping,  or  lying  on  one  sidu,  to  toil  all  day 
in  a  conliued  place,  where  a  child  could  hardly  standi 
whilst  a  younger  company,  with  their  bauds  and  feet 
oD  the  black,  dusty  ground,  and  a  chain  about  their 
body,  creep  and  drag  along,  like  four-footed  bcasia, 
heavy  loads  of  the  dirty  mineral,  through  ways  almost 
tmpaisable  to  the  corioas  observer. 

In  these  low  and  dreary  vaults,  all  the  elements  scent 
combined  against  them.  Destructive  damps,  and  clouda 
of  noxious  dust,  infect  the  air  they  breathe.  Sometimes 
water  incessantly  distils  on  their  naked  bodies ;  or, 
bursting  upon  Ihem  in  streams,  drowns  them,  and  de- 
luges their  work.  At  other  times,  pieces  of  detached  rocks 
crush  themtodeath,  or  thecartfa  breaking  in  upon  them 
bnries  them  alive.  Aud  frequently  sutphureoua  vapours, 
kindled  in  an  instant  by  the  light  of  iheir  candles,  form 


tr  back,  Ihe  gronnd  sbielils  Ihrir  brtastsj 
e.  See  llieni  woiiud  up  out  of  the  bbizing 
and  say  if  tlieae  are  ool '  brands  placked  ont 
.'  A  pcBtifrrQiis  Bteani,  anil  cloada  of  (ulTw- 
ke,  poraae  them.  Half  dead  ihcmselvea,  thpy 
dead  or  dying  com  pan  ion  ^  in  their  trembling 
ercifnl  Goid  of  Shadrach  I  Kind  protector  of 
!  Mighty  deliverer  of  Aliednego  !  Patient 
of  rehelUona  Jonah  !  Will  not  theti  otter  a 
song  of  praise  to  Thee, — praiae  ardent  as  Ihe 
;y  escape, — lasting  as  the  life  thou  prolongest? 
ihey  refnae  1  And  some, — O  tell  it  not  among 
lieua,  leat  they  fur  ever  abhor  the  name  of 
, — some  retarn  to  tiie  very  pita,  where  Ihej 
I  branded  with  anlphorcoos  fire  by  the  warning 
Providence;  and  there,  sporting  themaelvei 
h  the  moat  internal  wisbea,  call  aloud  for  a 
cannot  be  qneDcbed,  and  challpnge  the  Al- 

0  caat  them  into   heQ,   that  bottomless   pit 

these  "black  men  at  their  perilous  work,  and 
^  har^men  haling  that  loaded  vessel  against 

1  atream.  Since  the  dawn  of  day  they  have 
with  the  Impetnoas  current ;  and  now  tbat  it 
ULernowen  them,  how_dft.iiiev_esettL.all  the 
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drkw  nitbont  one :  The  beasts  tag  in  patient 
and  mutual  hannony ;  bnc  the  men,  wUli  loud  couleotiiHi; 
and  horriblr  imprecations.  O  sin,  wliat  hast  thoa  dODoI 
Is  it  not  eaough  that  tlieee  drudzes  should  [oil  UJa 
brutes  ?   Must  thcf  also  curse  oue  another  like  devilaj 

If  jun  have  goue  bcynud  tlie  hearing  of  their  impUmi 
oatha,  sCo|i  to  consider  tlie  sdds  of  Vulcan  confined  > 
theie  foTfes  and  furnaces.   Ist^nrlotmucii  preterite 
A  itiltryair,  aud  cluudi  of  smulie  aud  dust,  are  t 
element  in  which  they  lahonr.    'Die  confused  noise 
.water   falliug,  steam   hiaimg,  Gro-eaginea   norlcia 
Mbeeli  turning,  files  creaking,  hammers  l>eating,  OR 
bursting,  and  bellowa  mariag,  form  tbe  dismal  ci 
ftatUrikesiheears}  wbileacoDtiuualeraplionof  i 
ucendin;  from  the  mout^  of  their  artiSciiU 
^axzle  thdr  eyes  with  a  horrible  glare.    Massy  bara 
hot  iron  are  the  heavy  tools  they  handle  ;  cylinders  a 
the  first  magnitude,  the  enormous  weights  they  heave; 
vessels  full  of  melted  loetal,  the  dangcroos  loads  thejC 
carry ;  streams  of  the  same  burning  fluid,  the  Heryrifen 
which  they  conduct  into  the  deep  cavitiaa  of  Uic  sobteri 
raucous  moulds  j  and  millions  of  flying  aparki,  n4di  4 
thousand  drops   of  liiguid,  bisslng  iroa,  the  horiitdo 
abowcrs  to  which  they  are  exposed.  See  them  cast ;  jna 
would  think  them  in  a  balb,and  uot  iu  a  furnace  j  Qk% 
hedew  the  baruiugsand  with  their  streaming 
are  their  wet  garments  dried  up,  atlier  hytiie  fierce  firei 'I 
tbattheyatlend,  or  the  liery  streams  which  tbey  manage,  I 
.Certainly  of  all  men,  these  have  reason  to  remember  I 
~  a  }ilsC  sentence  of  an  ofleniled  God  :    '  In  the  sweat 

tby  face  slialt  thou  eat  tliy  bread  all  the  days  of  thy  , 

All  indeed  do  not  go  through  the  same  toil ;  hut  all 
have  their  shore  of  it,  either  iu  body  or  in  nnnd.  Be 
hold  the  studious  sou  of  learning ;  bis  intense  applica- 
tion hath  wasted  his  flesh,  exhausted  his  spirits,  and 
abaoBt  dried  up  hla  radical  moisture.  Consider  the 
man  of  fortune  ;  can  his  thousands  a  year  exempt  him 
from  the  curse  of  A  Jam?  N'Oi  he  toils  perhaps  harder 
iu  his  sports  aud  lie bau cileries,  tiian  tlie  poor  plougk- 


Hew  that  corpuleat  epicnni,  who  id1e!>  away  the 
olc  &J.Y,  between  the  feHtal  board  and  the  doting 
cli.     VoQ  maj  thiuk  that  he,  at  leiut,  is  tree  from 

curac  -which  J  describe:  Gut  you  are  mistakeu. 
lile  he  IS  living,  at  he  thinks,  a  life  of  luxurioas  ease 
,  gentle  inactiTity,  he  fills  himaelf  with  crnde  hu- 
nrs  and  tnakea  way  far  the  gnawing  gout  and  rack- 
grBvel.  See,  even  now,  how  strongly  be  perspires, 
1  with  n'haC  uDeasioeas  he  draws  his  short  breath, 
1  wipes  his  dewy,  ihiuiug  Tare  :  Surely  he  Coils  under 

load  of  an  nndigested  meal.  A  porter  tarries  a 
rdeo  upon  his  brawny  sliaulderg,  but  this  wrelcb  has 
iveyed  one  into  hia  sick  sloraaah.  He  will  not  work ; 
.him  alone,  and,  ere  Ioue,acntepaiu9  will  bathe  him 
as  profuse  a  sweat,  as  that  of  the  furnace-roBn  ;  and 
■oag  medjejnes  will  exercise  him  to  such  a  degree, 
lE  ha  will  envy  even  the  collier's  lot. 
It  la  evident,  therefore,  that  mankind  are  under  a 
rse  of  toil  and  sweat,*  according  to  the  divine  seu- 
ice  recorded  by  Moles ;  and  that  they  are  freijuenlly 
ndcmoed  by  Proildeucu  to  m  h.ird  labour  for  life,  as 
retched  felons  rowing  in  the  galleys,  or  digging  in  tlje 
Ines.-f  But  as  it  is  nhaolntely  incredible,  that  ii  good 
id,  who  by  a  word  can  sopply  thu  wauta  of  all  hia 
eatnres,  should  have  Eentenced  innocent  mankind  to 
cse  inconceivable  hardships  to  procure  or  enjoy  the 
cessaries  of  life,  it  is  evident  they  are  guilty,  niisern- 
c  offenders. 

■  hliBi  brai  sHCTted,  that  chcthoftplrfiftureof  catlnguutdrlnh- 


1  God'i  inugn  diflnhrdte 
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b      Hare,  I      „  .„ 

^H       Therp,  bcJngi  deathlera  aa  their  liaiighr]/  lord, 
^H       An  bommofdLD  the  galling  oar  fJjrllfCi 
^B      And  phHigh  the  ninter'i  ware,  ami  t«p  dapur. 
^fc  YOt 


H*RD  labour  and  sweat  raake  Dp  but  one  of  lU  I 
iDDunierabIc  calsmlllei  luddeDl  to  tbe  wrctctied  Isllt- 
bitatiU  of  this  world.  Tam  jox\t  eyea  which  waj  jm 
please,  and  you  will  see  aome  Rying  from,  others  groli- 
ing  under  the  rnd  of  God ;  aud  the  greatrst  nnmbct 
bnsil;  maJt'iag  a  )u»urgc  for  the  bwka  of  their  feUoiF- 

To  pasaaverthemiserr  of  the  brute  creation:  Toi^ 

nothing  of  the  sobllcly  and  rapaciouinesa  with  wVIA 

(after  the  example  ofmen}*  they  lie  in  wait  for  and  pHJ' 

npOBoneanotlier;  to  cast  i  veil  nviT  tbeagoniesoflifi- 

lloui,  thai  are  daily  stabbed,  strangiled,  ahot,  aodrnti 

flayed,  boiled,  or  awallon-ed  upalire.forlhe  mppntol 

'    nun's  life,  or  tbe  indulgence  of  hialaxnry:  And  nollv 

li  mention  again  the  almost  aniutermptcd  cries  of  lieeble 

L  InfiiDcy,  only  titke  notice  of  the  tedious  confinement  <d 

childhood,  tlie  blasted  achemcs  of  yontb,  the  ansiMI 

careH  of  riper  years,  and  the  deep  groans  of  wrinkled^ 

decrepit,  tottering  old   age.— Fix  yonr   attcution  on 

family  trials ;  here  a  prodigal  fattier  rains  his  children, 

or  undiitifiil  children  break  the  hearts  of  their  food 

I   parents!  There  an  mikind  husband  embitters  the  Ufeuf 

"Us  wile,  or  au  imprudent  wife  stains  the  honour  of  her 

husband :  A  servant  disobeys,  a  relation  misbehaves,  a 

■On  lies  ill,  a  tenant  bieaks,  a  neighbour  provokt^,  a 

nval  supjilants,  a  friend  betrays,  or  an  enemy  trinmphi. 

Pence  seldom  continues  one  day. 

Liaten  to  the  sighs  of  the  afHicted,  the  moans  uf  the 
dlaconsolate,  the  complaints   of  the  oppressed,   and 

IArleka  of  the  tortured:  Consider  the  dcroimlty  of  the 
bcefl  offoue.and  distortiun  or  tuuUlalion  of  the  limba 
L 


m   parei 
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_      ,       ,  ids  of  rishi, 

Putlutng  ana  p«isued.  Each  olhei's  proy ; 

TiJI  dnlli,  thai  mi^Iy  buntcr.  eanha  them  nil 

YOUNB. 


ilhers  :  Toawakeii  jonrcoiupa=i'iou4  liwe  »  beggar 
ds  ant  the  slump  of  n  tliigh  or  Bu  arm  ;  Thcif,  a 
•cd  wrelch  hopft  aflei  yon  npoa  one  \t$  and  tv 
:chcs-.  AadalUlltfarlberyuiiajccI  wi(liap<iDr  erea- 
!,  aging  hu  hands  instead  of  feet,  aud  djaj^giii^ 
>ugli  the  mire  Ibc  coiubroUH  weight  of  a  body  without 

magXae,  if  potable,  tbt  bardsblpi  of  those  nlioaii- 
titute  of  ODe  of  their  neueeit ;  Here  the  blind  U  guided 
a  dofc,  ur  gropes  for  his  way  in  the  ))]»tt  uf  noou , 
re,  the  deaf  lies  on  the  brink  of  danger,  inaltctitivc 
the  lundeat  callfl :  Here  elu  the  damb,  aeuteuci'd  to 
rnal  silciKe ;  there  dribbleatbe  idiot,  doomed  to  per- 
nal  childhood  ;  and  yonder  the  paralytic  shakes  witli  - 
t  inl^oiis^ioa,  or  lies  aeiiselesa,  tlie  frightful  iniggt 

ativingroipsi'. 

Leaving  these  wretched  crea  to  res,  conaider  llie  i^jars 

the  disappointed,  the  sorrows  of  the  captiif?*,  the 
KieCics  of  the  accnsed,  the  fears  of  the  guilty,  nnil 
'ror«  aftbecundemDed.  Take  a  turn  IhroDgh  g^uils, 
luisi^mis,  houses  of  correction,  and'ptaces  of  exceu- 
>D.  Proceed  to  the  monruIrilroaniB  of  the  languishing^, 
d  wearisome  beds  of  the  sick  :  And  let  iiotthe  ttaruf 
eing  liuman  woe,  in  some  of  its  most  deploriiblc 
pcaranueij,  prevent  you  from  visiting  hospitals,  Iniir- 
uiea,  and  bedlams : — 


i  SomelbThftrdmi 
!■  IMlle  lag^i  snsy,  with  hntr  Ihelr  limlc. 
Beg  Nitn  Imd  ihcough  rslms  thnr  vdour  Ht'il. 

YOU  NO. 
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Oirc  is  the  to.>y«ing !  Deep  the  jfroans  !  Despair 
Attends  the  sitk,  busiest  from  couch  to  couch  ; 
And  over  iheni,  triumphant  death  his  dart 
Shakes ;  but  deUys  to  strike,  though  oft  mvok'd 
With  vowf ,  as  their  diief  good,  and  final  hope. 

MUUTON. 

To  close  the  horrible  prospect,  view  the  raint 
cities  and  kingdoms,  the  calamities  of  wrecks  ai 
sieges,  the  horrors  of  sea-fights  and  fields  of  bBttli 
with  all  the  crimes,  devastations,  and  cruelties,  ill 
accompany  revenge,  contention,  and  war ;  and  yon  wi 
be  obliged  to  cx)uclude  with  Job,  that  corrupt  *  man 
born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fiy  upward  ;'  with  Davii 
that  <  the  earth  is  fall  of  darkness  and  crael  habitations 
and  with  every  impartial  inquirer,  that  our  depravit 
and  God's  Justice,  concur  to  make  this  woiid  a  *  vak*  < 
tears,'  as  well  as  a  field  of  toil  and  swe&t :  A  vast  prise 
for  rebels  already  "  tied  with  the  chains  of  their  sins, 
a  boundless  scaffold  for  their  execution,  a  Golgotha^  a 
Aceldama,  an  immense ^e/^o/'^tortare  and  hiood. 

Some  will  probably  say  :  **  This  picture  of  the  wori 
U  drawn  with  black  linds,  but  kinder  Providence  bleiu 
light  and  shade  together,  and  tempers  our  calamitii 
with  numberless  blessings."  I  answer  :  It  cannot  I 
too  thankfully  acknowledged,  that,  while  patience  ku 
pendri  the  stroke  of  justice,  God,  for  Christ's  «ak( 
restores  us  a  thousand  forfeited  blessings,  that  hU  goon 
nets  may  lead  us  to  repentance.  But,  alas  !  what  i 
the  consequence,  where  divine  grace  does  not  prove  vh 
lorious  over  corrupt  nature  ?  To  all  our  sins,  do  we  n< 
ndd  the  crime  of  either  enjoying  the  favours  of  Provi 
rlence  with  the  greatest  ingratitude,  or  of  abusing  thei 
with  the  most  provoking  insolence  ? 

Our  actions  are  far  more  expressive  of  our  real  sen^ 
ments,  than  our  words.  **  Why  this  variety  of  exquisil 
food  ?  '*  says  the  voluptuary, whose  life  loudly  speaks  whi 
it  Is  lips  dare  not  utter  :  "  Why  this  abundance  of  del 
c  lous  wines,  but  to  tempt  my  unbridled  appetite^  an 
;jlease  my  luxurious  palate  ?*'  "Would  God  have  give 
softness  to  silks,  brightness  to  colours^  and  lustre  to  dis 
ijionds  ?"  says  the  self-applauding  smile  of  a  foolish  vii 


gnlilps  herself  in  a  glass ;  "  Would  he  have 
1  ^e  vrhLte  of  the  lily  thos  to  nitet  the  blush 
jmd  h^ghtf  D  no  elegaut  a  prapoiiioii  of  fea- 
thsA  uot  designed  that  the  united  powers  of 
kd  beauty,  shoald  luake  me  share  his  dirine 
^Whyare  we  blessed  with  dear  children  aad 

K,"  aaya  tbe  ridiculous  bcliaviuur  of  fond 
itared  lovers,  "  but  that  we  should  sat' 
tppiaets  on  their  raWshini;  atuUea  and  place 
IpDrite  idols  in  the  sbriae  of  our  hearts }" 
|1his  Heaveu  favouteil  me  both  with  a  strong 
land  an«ffluenlforliiDe,"  says  tbe  rich  siare 
ilnstB,  "but  that  1  may  diiuk  deeper  of 
land  aenanal  delightK !" 
MugSt  abnsed  or  uuimproved,  become  unrKS 
|> :  God's  inUulgeuee  ciicouragea  us  to  oflend 

tie  tbe  fatal  skill  of  extracting  poison  from 
Bowers,  aud  luadly  turn  tbe  gilts  of  FroTi* 
fepous  (o  attack  our  Benefactor  and  dMtroy 
iBt  there  are  then  such  perrcrled  gifta, 
^e  tbat  mankind  ate  iDuoccnt ;  but  that 
face  '  eiidnrelh  gel  doily,'  and  that  a  Sai-kjor 
■to  make  intercession  for  ue.' 
■be  ferther  objected,  tbat  "  oor  pleasure* 
ate  our  calamities  :"  I  answer :  Tbegreat- 
ilaoldnd  are  so  oppressed  with  want  a 
ndsicknesj,  that  their  intervals  of  ease  n 
Med  "  an  alleviation  of  misery,"  than  " 
tf  bappiness."    Our  pains  are  rt«l  and  last- 
ye  imaginary  and  niomeularj-.    Could  i 
i<our  seuies  upoii  the  most  pleasing  objects, 
Che  woald  render  all  insipid  and  burthen- 
Lef  Ilie  gonl  alone  damps  every  worldlyjoy, 
Irtiily  deligfats  together  cannot  give  us  case 
lyaatlysnperioriilhebitlerness  of  one  bodily 
sweetness  of  all  the  pleasures  of  sense 
|i  ttill  urge,  tbat "  snfferiniia  are  needful  fot  . 
I  reply,  Tbej  are  necessary  for  our  punUh- 
bmetum,  but  not  for  our  trial.    A  i;ood 
y  the  loyally  of  his  subjects,  wvitoaV  v>^Wab| 
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them  to  tljc  rack.  Let  Nero  and  Bonner  try  the  innc 
cent  by  all  sorts  of  tortures,  but  let  not  their  barbarit 
be  charged  u|>on  a  God  atrictly  ju»t  and  infinitely  goo< 
However,  '*  calamitiefl  prove  a  blessing  to  somc.'*- 
And  80  doeM  traospoitatlon :  But  whoever  inferred  froi 
thence,  that  reformed  felons  were  transported  fbr  A 
trial  of  their  virtue,  and  not  for  the  punishment  of  tht\ 
crimes  ?  I  conclude  therefore,  that  onr  calamities  aa 
miseries  demonstrate  ourcorrnption,  as  strongly  as  A 
punishments  of  the  bastinado  and  pillory,  appointed  b 
an  equitable  judge,  prove  the  guilt  of  those,  on  n/btoi 
they  are  frequently  and  se^'erely  inflicted. 

ELEVENTH   AROUMBNT. 

Would  to  God  the  multiplied  calamities  of  life  wer 
a  sufficient  punishment  for  our  desperate  wlckednesi 
But,  alas !  they  only  make  \v^y  for  the  pangx  of  deaH 
Like  traitors,  or  rather  like  wolves  and  vipers ,  to  whk 
the  Son  of  God  compares  natural  men,  we  are  all  de 
I  voted  to  destruction .    Yes,  as  we  kill  those  mischievoa 

creatures,  so  God  destroys  the  sinful  sons  of  men. 

If  the  reader  is  offended,  and  denies  the  mortifyln 
assertion,  let  him  visit  with  me  the  mournful  spot,  wher 
thousands  are  dally  executed,  and  where  hundreds  mak 
this  moment  their  dying  speech.  I  do  not  mean  whs 
some  call  "  the  bed  of  honour,"  a  field  of  battle,  but 
conmion  death-bed. 

Observing,  as  we  go  along,  those  black  trophies  c 
the  king  of  terrors,  those  escutcheons,  which  preposte 
rous  vanity  fixes  up  in  honour  of  the  deceased,  whe: 
kind  charity  should  hang  them  out  as  a  warning  to  th 
living:  Let  us  repurto  those  mournful  apartments 
where  weeping  attendants  support  the  dying,  wher 
swooning  friends  embrace  the  dead,  or  whence  distract^ 
relatives  carry  out  the  pale  remains  of  all  their  joy. 

Guided  by  their  groans  and  funeral  lights,  let  us  pre 
ceed  to  the  dreary  charnel-houses  and  calvaries,  whic 
we  decently  call  vaults  and  church-yards ;  and  withoi 
stopping  to  look  at  the  monuments  of  some,  whom  m 
objector  remembers  as  vigorous  as  himself;  and  of  othei 


who  were  perbapi  liia  jiarlneni  in  nightly  n 

0)  huteu  to  sec  the  du»(  i>l  hia  luiiuldcred  a 

aod  to  rMd  apon  jouder  cofflos,  the  dear  uame  of  > 

parent,  a  child,  perhaps  a  wife,  turned  oS  Imai  hia 

boMun  into  tbe  gulf  of  e  tern  ily. 

If  this  sight  does  act  couvince  him,  1  shall  opfa  one 
of  the  Dtnsoioe  repositories,  and  shew  him  the  deep 
hoUow  of  those  eyes,  thai  darted  tender  sensatioa  Into 
hU  aoiil ;  and  odiona  reptiles  fastvniug  upoo  the  once 
cbtrminCi  '><*^  ghastly  &cc,  he  doated  upon. — Bat  me- 
thinlcB  he  10IU9  pate  at  the  very  p^opol^al,  and,  raiher 
diaii  be  coofroated  with  sacb  wiiocsses,  acknowledges 
Ibat  be  is  coudumned  to  die,  nith  all  bin  dear  relatives, 
and  tbe  whole  hamau  tace.      ^ 

And  is  this  the  case?  Are  we  then  under  tenteucc 
of  deMb  7  How  awful  is  the  consideiation )  Uf 
all  the  things  Chat  nature  dreads,  is  not  DealM  tbe 
most  terrible  i  And  is  it  not  (aa  being  the  greatest  of 
temporal  evils)  appointed  b^  bninaD  and  divine  laws, 
for  tbe  puuishmeut  of  capital  ofenders ;  whether  Ihey 
are  named /r^ionj  and  traitors,  or  more  geuleelly  called 
men  and  unntra  ?    Let  matter  of  fact  decide. 

Whilst  earthly  judges  coudenin  mnrderers  and  traitors 
lobe  banged  or  betieadedj  does  not  "  tlie  Judge  of  all" 
Kntence  sinfal  maukind,  either  to  pine  away  with  old 
age,  or  tie  wasted  with  coosumptlons,  burned  with 
ievfis,  scalded  witli  hot  humours,  cateu  up  wlfli 
cancers,  puti-rfied  by  mortificalions,  saB'ocated  by 
Mlbmas,  strangled  by  (|uin°iey9,  poisoned  by  tbe  cap  of 
excels,  Itabbed  with  the  knife  of  luxary,  or  racked  to 
death  bf  disorders  aa  loathsome,  and  accidents  as  THii- 
wi  as  Ibeir  sins  i 

If  yoii  consider  the  circiimltauces  of  their  execution, 
where  ii  the  material  difference  between  the  malefactor 
and  the  sinner?  Tbe  gaoler  and  the  turnkey  coaGne  tbe 
one  to  bis  cell :  The  disorder  and  the  physldau  confine 
ibe  otlier  to  his  bed.  The  one  lives  upon  bread  aad 
water :  The  other  upon  draughts  and  boluses.  Ilie  one 
ran  walk  v>ith  bis  fetters :  'liic  other  loaded  with  bile- 
itr)  can  scarcely  turn  himself.   The  oue  eujoji  fieedQib 
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from  paiu,  and  ha.s  tlie  perfect  use  of  his  senses  :  The 
other  complains  he  is  racked  all  over,  and  is  ^quentlj 
delirious.  The  executioner  does  his  office  upon  the  one 
in  a  few  minutes :  But  the  physician  and  his  medidoei 
make  the  other  lioger  for  days  before  he  can  die  ont  oi 
hli  mber}'.  An  honest  sheriff,  and  constables  armed 
with  staves,  wait  upon  one ;  while  a  greedy  undertake! 
and  his  party,  with  like  emblems  of  authority,  accom- 
pany the  other :  And  if  it  is  any  advantage  to  have  i 
numerous  attendance,  without  comparison  the  lieloi 
has  the  greater  train. 

When  the  paugs  of  death  are  over,  docs  not  the  dif- 
ference made  between  the  corpses  consist  more  in  ap- 
pearance than  reality  ?  The  murderer  is  dissected  ii 
the  surgeon's  hall  gratis,  and  the  rich  sinner  is  em 
bowelled  in  his  own  apartment  at  great  ezpeuce.  Tb( 
robber,  exposed  to  open  air,  wastes  away  in  hoopp  o 
Iron;  and  the  gentleman,  confined  to  a  damp  nmlt 
moulders  away  in  sheets  of  lead :  And  while  the  fowli 
of  the  air  greedily  prey  upon  the  one,  the  vermin  o 
the  earth  eagerly  devour  the  other. 

And  if  you  consider  them  as  launching  into  the  worh 
of  spirits  ;  is  not  the  advantage,  in  one  respect,  on  tl» 
malefactor's  side?  He  is  solemnly  assured  he  mns 
die  'y  and  when  the  death-warrant  comes  down,  al 
about  liim  bid  him  prepare,  and  make  the  best  of  hu 
short  time :  But  the  physician  and  chaplain,  friends  anc 
attendants,  generally  flatter  the  honourable  sinner  to  tb( 
last :  And  what  is  ^e  consequence  ?  He  either  sleepi 
on  in  carnal  security,  till  death  puts  an  end  to  all  Idi 
delusive  dreams ;  or  if  he  has  some  notion  that  he  nrasi 
repent,  for  fear  of  discomposing  his  spirits,  he  still  pnti 
U  off  till  to-morrow :  And  in  the  midst  of  his  dday: 
Ood  says,  <lliou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  b< 
required  of  thee.'  What  wonder  is  it  then,  if  whei 
the  converted  thief  goes  from  the  ignominious  tree  tn 
Faradise,  the  impenitent  rich  man  passes  from  hi 
^  purple  bed,'  into  an  awful  eternity,  and  there  ^  lifb 
np.his  eyes'  In  unexpected  *  torments  ?' 

if  these  are  truths  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  wilt  thoo 
/f inner,  na  the  thoughtless  vulgar,  blunt  their  edge,  h; 


Alas!  d 


saying  wilb  amazing  DucuDccrn,  "  Death  li  a  debt  wc 
most  all  pij  to  nature;"  Alne!  Thia  is  graiitiug  Iho 
point ;  for  if  ail  bare  coatracled  su  dreadful  a  debt,  all 
are  Id  a  carrapC  aiid  lost  estate.  Nor  Is  this  debt  to  be 
paidto  ^alare,  but  tu  ./i»>/» ;  otiiemiBe,  dying  would 
be  as  easy  as  sleepiug,  or  any  olbur  nataral  action  :  But 
ftia  lieyondKSpiesaiou  terrible  la  tbee,fro  in  wIiobciouI 
theBedeeiuer  has  not  extracted  «in,  the  monsler'n  itins : 
Aud  if  thou  dust  not  see  it  now  in  the  moat  alarminij 
light,  it  is  because  either  thou  imagincsl  it  at  a  gicai 
distance ;  or  the  doable  veil  of  rasb  presampiian,  aiid 
brntijli  stupidity,  is  yet  upon  thy  hardened  heart. 

Or  wilt  thou,  as  the  poor  Heathen,  comfort  thyself 
Vidi  the  cinel  thonght,  that  'thoushalt  nut  die  alone?' 
Alas !  dying  companioDS  may  increiise,  but  cannot  take 
fthc  horror  uf  dissolntion.    Besides,  thnag)i  we  lite 

h crowd, n-e  generally  die  alone:  Each  must  diiul:  t lie 
p,  as  if  he  were  the  only  mortal  in  the  universe. 
mast  we  do,  then,  io  sucti  deplorable  circnm- 
'  What,  hoc  bnnjble  onrGClvea  Id  the  dnst,  and 
bow  low  to  tlie  sceptre  of  Diflue  Justice  j  confessing 
that  since  the  righteous  God  has  condemned  us  to  cer- 
tain death,  and  in  general  to  a  &r  tnore  lingering  aud 
painful  death,  tlian  mnrdeiera  and  traitors  are  made  to 
undergo,  we  are  certainly  degenerate  CJeaturcs,  aud 
capital  uSenders,  who  stand  in  absolute  need  of  an 
Almighty  Redeemer. 

Permit  me  now,  candid  reader,  to  make  a  solemn 
appeal  to  ihy  reason  aasiaied  by  the  fear  of  God.  From 
iill  that  has  been  advanced,  does  it  not  appear,  that 
man  is  no  more  the  farocred,  happy,  and  iunoeent 
creature  he  was,  when  he  came  ont  of  the  hands  of  his 
Infinitely  gracious  Creator  ?  And  is  it  not  evidt^ut  that, 
whether  we  eoDsider  him  as  burn  into  this  disordered 
,WOlld,  or  dying  ont  of  it,  or  pasaing  from  the  womb 

tie  grave,  under  a  variety  of  calamituna  rireuui 
XI,  God's  providential  dealings  with  him 
be  is  by  nature  in  a  corrupt  and  lost  eslate 


[fahT  I 

.influx!.. 


PART  111, 

We  have  liiiherto  cousldered  laan  ai  a  miaeraUa 
inhabitaut  of  a  wretched  worliJ.  We  hare  seen 
eurr<nin))ed  by  mullitudes  of  wauts ;  pursued  by  leglou 
□fdlilretsei,  maladies,  and  woes;  arrested  by  the  king' 
uf  terrors ;  cant  iiito  the  gi'sre  ;  and  shut  up  there,  th^  I 
loathsome  prey  of  eorruptioa  and  worms.  Let  us  i 
consider  him  (u  a  moral  agent;  and  by  esamiuing  hia.' 
disposition,  character,  uud  conduct,  !el  u«  see,  whethtt  i 
he  is  wisely  puuiahed,  acrording  to  the  semenc 
Impartial  justice ;  or  wautaiily  tormeuted,  at  thecapriM- 
of  arbitrary  power. 

We  cannot  help  acknowledging,  it  is  highly  reai 
able,  FIril,  that  all  Intelligent  creatnres  Ehould  IotO^ 
reverence,  and  obey  their  Creator ;  because  he  Is  moat: 
eminently  their  Father,  their  Master,  and  their  King: 
Stcondif,  they  should  assist,  support,  and  lore  rack' 
other,  as  fellow- subjects,  fellow-seriiuit),  and  chitdrM 
ofthe  same  univcntal  Parent :  And,  Thirdly,  that  the} 
shoold  preserve  their  souls  and  bodies  in  peace  aatfi 
purity  J  by  which  means  alone  they  can  he  happy  U 
Ihcmsclvea,  profitable  to  man,  and  acceptable  to  God. 
This  is  wliat  we  generally  call  Natural  Religian,  whidi 
is  evidently  founded  upon  eternal  reason,  the  fitness  of' 
tilings,  and  the  essential  relation  of  persons. 

The  propriety  of  these  gauctioos  Is  so  self-evident,. 

iliat 'the  Gentiles,  who  have  not  the  wrllleit  law,  are 

a  law  onto  themselves,  and  do  (but,  alas  1  how  seldom, 

■k-JWdfhnnffltatinodKBO  tbedtings  contalDed  in  ttwn 


law:'  thus 'showinglhat  the  work,'  the  sumaiid  <uli- 
stance'iif  tbe  Ian-,'  Uiough  mucb  blotted  1j;  the  fall,  i? 
still  'written  'm  tlieir  heart.'  Nor  will  It  be  (tbdvI 
thenee  iu  hell  itself;  for  uothinj  but  a  sight  of  tl* 
cqait]'  of  God's  lavr  can  clear  his  Tiodictive  justice  Id  the 
guilty  breast,  j-ire  a  ac(ir[ik>D's  sting  to  Ibe  worm  that 
^aws  the  stubborn  offender,  and  arm  his  upbraiding 
iviih  a  whip  of  bitiug  serpents, 
lice  tlie  inoml  lawauMroiigly  recannDenils  itself  to 
»n,  let  ua  see  how  noirersally  it  is  observed  or  broh- 
So  shaU  matter  of  fact  deeJiIe,  wliether  we  aie 
'  and  upright,  or  ptillated  and  di'praveil. 


Those  who  reject  Uiesoripturcs.tiniFersallj  agree  Ibat 
'  am  have  eianed ;'  and  that  '  iu  many  things  we  olfend 
all.'  Hence  it  apjieara,  that  periiona  of  mrious  eotiBti- 
latioui,  tank!<,  and  educatiou ;  in  all  nations,  rellfjiuus, 
tlmsR,  and  places;  are  hnru  in  such  a  stale,  and  with 
>nch  a  nature,  that  they  infallihly  commit  mang  sins  in 
ctiought,  word,  or  deed. 

Butcwe  transgression  wonld  he  enffidenC  to  remit i 
ihem  obnoxious  to  God's  displeasure,  and  to  bring  Ihcui 
tinder  the  fearful  curse  of  his  broken  Ian :  For,  even 
:tccardiDg  to  the  ulatiitcs  of  this  reabu,  a  man  who  oner 
roba  a  ti'aveller  of  a  small  sum  of  money,  forfeits  his 
life ;  ai  well  aa  the  bloody  bighwaymnn,  \riio  for  yeat* 
barbaroasly  murders  ail  those  whom  he  stops,  and  acca- 
njiilal«s  immense  wealth  by  his  repeated  tMlrbarities.  - 

The. Treason  is  obvious :  Both  Incur  the  peualty  ofthe 
law  which  fbrbidd  robbery;  for  both  effectually  break  it, 
ihodgli  one  does  it  ofleuer  and  with  more  aggravating 
rucDDtstancc!  than  the  other.  So  lure  then  an  one 
cuhbery  deserres  the  gallows,  one  sin  deserves  death. 
'  The  sold  that  ainneUi,"  *ays  God's  law,  and  not  the 
'onl  that  comoiittelh  so  many  sins,  of  such  and  such  a 
heinoosnesa,  '  itidialldie.'  Hence  it  is,thatthetirati<iu. 
•it  the  lirat  man  was  punished  both  with  aplritaal  and 
bodily  death,  and  with  ten  thousand  other  evil). 


I.   .Thfl       I 
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juttiee  of  thin  sanctloD  will  appear  !n  a  saiisfucMiT 
liglit,  if  wc  consider  Ihe  following  remarks  :— 

1.  In  onr  pre>eut  naiQnil  iU»,  we  are  suoh  ttrangca 
in  God's  glory, «Dd  the  splrituaUtjofhis  iawi  aadf^ 
arc«ouseil*U>drInk' tbedeBdlfpoinoaof 'InlquitjUta 
water'  tliat  we  bare  no  Idea  uf  the  horror  whi(ishij^| 
u:i2eti(i(ta  lu  after  a  breach  of  the  dlvioe  law.  Weif| 
thercfureas  unfit  Judges  of  the  atrociouioeas  of  tin,  ( 
lawless,  hardened  assasiitie,  who  shed  hnmaa  blojl 
like  water,  arg  of  the  heiaonuiecs  of  murdei 

3.  As  every  wilful  sin  arises  from  a  disregard  of  ^ 
sorerpign  aathoHty,  which  is  equally  stamped  apon,|l 
the  commaudmeuts ;  it  hath  in  it  the  principle  and  ^ 
turc  or  hU  possible  iniquity ;  that  is,  the  diaj 
contempt  of  the  Almighty. 

3,  There  is  DO  ;)ro^er  merit  beforetiod.in  lhcloa| 
audmost  exact  course  of  obedience,  but  tntinice  deq 
fit  in  oae,  even  the  least  act  of  wilful  disobedienc 
'  When  wc  hare  done  all  that  is  commaiided  US,  we  ai 
tlill  unprolitable  i^errauts  ;'  for  the  felf-sulhcieDt  Ot^ 
has  HO  more  need  of  us,  than  a  mighty  monarch  oC&t 
vilest  Insects  that  creep  in  the  dust  t>eneath  his  feet 
And  our  beat  aciiooa,  sbictly  Bpeaking,  deserve  ahM 
Intely  tiothing  friHa  onr  Creatur  and  Preserver,  becaM 
we  owe  him  all  we  have  and  are,  and  can  possibly  it 
But  if  ne  transgress  in  one  point,  we  rulu  all  our  o)« 
dieuce,  and  expose  onrGelves  to  the  just  penally  ofU 
hroken  Uw.  Tlie  following  example  may  illnsCrslelM 
observaiioD.  c| 

Ifarlcb  man  gires  a  iheusand  meals  to  an  indifnl 
uoi^bonr,  he  acta  only  as  aman,  he  docs  nothing  j|| 
his  duty  ;  and  the  jndge  alluwi  him  no  reward.  11«|| 
he  gliea  him  only  one  dose  of  jioisoii,  he  acta  aa  a  i^t 
derer,  and  most  die  a  sfaainefnl  death.  So  greatlyidUg 
one  act  u[  ain  outweigh  a  tbotiHatid  acts  of  obedieoM 
How  esccediugly  absurd,  tlien,  is  the  common  no^ 
that  our  good  ivorbs  conntcrbalance  our  bad  ones '.  tiff 
to  this,  that—  «| 

4.  Guilt  necessarity  ariicB  in  proportion  to  the  tmtl 
BeuoflheoQeDder,  the  jgreauess  of  tlie  favours  cunft 


pon  dim,  and  the  dignily  of  tlie  person  offendcJ : 
Kulting  betiariouT  to  a  lervani  Is  a  fanlt^  to  a  ma- 
te it  U  a  crime,  to  a  king  it  U  treason.  And  what 
fuJ  «in,  bat  an  injury  oITered  bt  ;iu  impolent  rebel 
:  infiuitely  powerfal  Lawgiver  oT  the  Universe,  *o 
ladest  of  BeoefactorB,  to  the  grocioDB  Creator  aiid 
rver  of  men, — an  insnlt  given  to  die  Sapreme 
ity  of  heaven  and  earth.  In  whose  gloriona  presence 
igoity  of  the  BTealcat  poteulate»  and  arehanjela 
i)y  disappears,  as  the  splendour  of  the  stars  in  tlie 
of  ^e  meridian  stin  ?  S)d,  therefore,  Oylug  into 
ice  of  such  a  Lawgiver,  Bcnefaclor,  and  Monarch, 
u  il  ft  dind  of  Infinite  demerit  from  Its  Infinite 
::t ;  and  rebellious,  ongrateftil,  wretched  man,  who 
nits  ii  a  ihoDsand  itmen  with  a  thousand  aggran- 
,  may,  in  the  nerroas  language  of  our  Church,  he 
in  some  sense,  to  ^Merre  a  IhmuottdhtUi,  if  then 


pnatnral  depravity  manifests  itself  by  con>'[aut 
Hons  af  dniy,  as  much  an  by  flagratit  commiMioni 
D,  sod  perhaps  much  more.  Take  one  instance  out 
ajiy  thnC  might  be  produced.  Conalaat  displays  of 
irring  goodness,  and  pregeutiinndeservedly  and  un- 
ruptedly  bestowed  npon  Qs,  dexerre  a  perpetual 
ite  of  hear^felt  gtaticude :  God  demands  it  in  hit 
)  and  conscience,  his  agent  in  our  souls,  declares, 
ght  iu  JDStice  to  be  paid.  But  where  shall  we  tind 
Ut,  ]iroperly  conscioiuof  wbathe  owes  the.Suprenui 
;,litrhU"rreatlon,preser>ation,  andall  theblesi- 
tiif  this  life  i"  And  where  a  Christiau  duly  sen' 
I  of  "  Ood'i  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption  of 
rorld  by  onr  Lord  Jems  Christ  ?"  A  due  aentt  of 
!ver-mnltiplied  merciei  would  RU  our  souls  with 
r-ceasing  wonder,  and  make  our  lips  overSow  with 
irons  praise.  The  poet's  langoage  woold  suit  our 
tfol  sensations,  and  wiihoni  exaggerMion  paint  the 
ardonr  of  our  transports ; 


Is  not  Mij  thiug  ahort  of  thii  Ihaiibful  Irame  of  i 
ft^nofumiuion,  a  tlvgree  of  ingratiivde,  o(  whMj 
■re  UBtDraUy  en'ilCy  ;  and  for  which,  it  is  to  be  fbl 
the  beit  Dire  ten  tbousand  talenU  both  to  divine  g 
n««s  sod  justice? 

'Itrow  only  a  few  holies  to  a  dug,  and  yoa  win  | 
He  foUoivt  yoa ;  your  word  hecooips  his  laiv : 
tbe  Srai  niotiuu  of  your  hand,  he  fliex  thruoghla 
water  to  ciecale  your  commnnrls;  Obedience 
drliftbt,  aud  your  preaeuce  bis  paradise  ;  he  couT^ 
yuu  of  it  by  all  the  demoastraiioua  of  joy  whirk  l 
capable  of  giving :  And  if  he  aaliappily  loaei  tiglf 
<rou,  he  cxert<-  all  hia  sagacity  to  trstx  yoar  footal 
nor  will  he  reat  UU  he  fioda  hia  beuefactor  again. 

Shall  a  brate  be  ao  thankful  tu  a  man  for  some  a 
while  mau  himaelf  is  lO  full  of  ingratitude  to  God, 
created  hiui,  preserveFi  hia  life  froiii  deatruction, 
honrly  crowns  him  with  mercies  and  loving  kind*  . 
How  should  Bhame  cover  our  gnilly  faces !  Sorelff 
Uie  royal  prophet  could  My,  '  be  wa»  a  beast  bdl 
God ;'  may  we  not  well  coufiiRB,  that  in  point  of  grti 
tnde  wc  are  worse  than  the  dullest  and  most  stnptd  pi 
of  the  bmie  creation?  For  even  'the  os,'  laya  I 
Lord,  '  knowelh  bis  owner,'  aud  '  the  ass  his  onatei 
nib  i  but  Israel  doth  not  know'  me,  '  my  people  do  n 
bonslder'  my  daily  favours.  And  if  the  very  Heathe 
ifflrmed,  that  *'  to  call  a  mau  ungrateful"  to  a  hunti 
b«ne&ctor,  "  was  to  say  of  him  all  possible  evil  in  o 
word;"t  howcan  we  express  the  base uc as  and  depraij 
of  manhind,  who  are  ooiversaDy  eo  uugraieful  toiJ 
hounleona  a  betiefectoros  QodMmself:  j 


.   But  though  we  aeem  made  of  cold  in 

the  sight  of  divine  mercies  should  kiudle  our  hcaiti  ii 
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gnilitade  nnd  praise  ;  -ste  sood  get  out  of  thU  laugnid 
frame  of  luinil:  For,  in  the  pursuit  uf  leaaaal  gratEH- 
catinii?,  we  are  all  activity  aod  ivarmtli ;  we  !eem  an 
ardent  compouDd  of  life  and  lire. 

What  eaa  be  the  reason  of  this  amazing  difference  ! 
—What  but  rebellioua  oenM  wid  wanton  appetite, 
raised  at  the  sight  and  idea  of  game  forbiddeo  object  I 
The  bait  of  pleasure  appcrare,  corrapt  iiiiture  eammone 
all  lier  po  xers,  every  iierre  of  expecuiliou  is  sD'etched  ; 
eoery  pulse  of  deeice  beats  bigh  \  tiie  blood  is  in  a  ge- 
neral fcnneoCi  the  apiritaarein  a  anlversal  bnrry ;  and 
ihoiigh  the  hook  of  a  fatal  coiiseiiueiice  U  often  ap- 
pareQt,  the  alluring  bait  intttit  be  swallowed.  The  fear 
of  God,  the  most  inestimable  of  all  treasures,  is  alread)' 
gone  i  and  if  the  sinful  gratiScalion  cannot  bo  enjojred 
apoD  any  other  term,  a  good  repDla^on  shall  go  alio. 
Keasou  indeed  niaheg  remonstrances  ;  but  the  load 
clamocrs  of  desh  and  blood  soon  drown  her  soft  whis- 
pers. The  c'jrnal  mind  steps  iniperiousiy  Dponthe 
throne ;  sense,  that  eoaqaers  the  greatest  coaqnerors, 
bears  down  all  oppositioa;  the  yielding  man  ia  led 
caplire  byabratish  lust;  and  while  angels  blush,  there 
is  joy  io  bell  over  the  actual  and  complete  degradation 
of  a  heaven- born  spirit. 

Some  indeed  affirm,  that  these  rondictsinita  stale  fif 
probation  and  trial.  Bnt  it  is  evident,  that  tither  onr 
temptations  arc  loo  violent  for  oar  strength,  or  oar 
strength  loo  weak  for  oor  temptations ;  oiace,  noiwtcli- 
standiog  the  additional  help  of  ^vine  grace, lliere  oeret 
was  a  mere  mortal,  over  whom  they  never  trio mphed. 
Nor  can  we  exctilpate  ourselves  by  pleading,  ibW 
these  triumphs  of  sense  over  reason  are  neither  long 
nor  frequent.  Alas  !  Iiow  many  perpetrate  an  act  of 
wickedness  in  a  moiaeut,  and  xnder  death  itself  for  a 
crime  which  they  never  repeated ! 

See  that  crystal  vessel.  Its  brightness  and  briitlenesa 
represent  the  shining  and  delicate  natore  of  true  tlrtno. 
If  1  let  it  fall  aod  break  it,  vrhat  avails  it  to  say,  "  I 
nerer   broke  it  teforei— I  dropped  it  bnt  oncot— I  ud 
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excessively  sorry  for  my  carelessness, — I  will  set  the 
pieces  together,  aad  never  break  it  again  ?"  Will  these 
czcases  and  reaolotions  prevent  the  vet sel  from  being 
broken,— broken  for  ever  ?  The  reader  may  easUy 
make  liie  appHcatloii. 

E?eo  Heathen  moraUtti,  by  their  fUmlou  aoecmst  of 
the  ODoipaiitona  of  UlyMes  tamed  into  swine,  vpoa 
drinking  o«ce  of  Circe's  enchanted  cup,  teach  u,  that 
one  ML  Into  sensvalHy  turns  a  man  into  a  bmte ;  jatt 
aa  one  slip  into  nochastity  or  dishonesty  dianges  a  mo* 
dast  woman  into  a  stmmpet,  or  a  honest  man  into  a 
thief.    Again, 

Ought  not  reason  to  have  as  absolnte  a  comniand 
cmr  appetite,  as  a  skilfal  rider  has  over  a  well- broken 
horse  ?  Bat  mppose  we  saw  all  liorsenien  miversally 
mastered,  one  time  or  other,  Hy  their  beasts ;  and  forced, 
though  bat  for  a  few  minutes,  to  receive  the  bit^  and  go 
or  stop  at  the  pleasure  of  the  wanton  brutes  :  Slioald 
we  not  wonder,  and  justly  infer,  that  man  had  lost  the 
kind  of  auperiority,  which  he  ^11  mainttdns  over  do- 
mestic animals?  And  what  then,  hat  the  commonness 
cfthe  case,  can  prevent  our  being  shocked,  when  we 
see  rational  creatures  overcome,  and  led  captive  by  car- 
nal appetites  ?  Is  not  this  the  wanton,  rebellions  beast 
mottating  upon  his  vanquished,  daBtardly  rider  ? 

We  BMy  then  conclude,  that  the  universal  rebellion 
€i  our  lower  fMrulties  against  our  superior  powers,  and 
the  triumphs  of  sense  over  reason,  demonstrate,  that 
iMiman  nature  has  suffered  as  fhtal  a  revolution,  as 
Aeae  kingdoms  did,  when  a  degraded  King  w&s  seen 
bleeding  on  the  scaiVbld,  and  a  base  usurper  lording  it 
la  tiie  aeat  of  majesty. 

FIFTEENTH  AROUMBNT. 

Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  our  fall  manifested 
toelf  only  by  some  transient  advantages  of  sense  over 
rewoB.  But,  alas !  the  experience  of  the  best  demon- 
ttrates  the  truth  of  Isaiah's  words,  '  The  whole  head 
la  sick.' 


To  »ay  nothing, of  ihe  gross  stii(Biiiti',  and  uncon. 
qnecabieignorance,(iiat  keep  the  generality  of  mankind 
jo2i  above  the  level  of  brutes ;  how  siroug,  how  clear 
la  the  uNDERffTutDiNC  of  lutn  of  sense  in  worldly 
jffBirs  •  How  weak,  how  dark  Id  iplrilual  Uiingi ! 
Kow  few  idioia  are  there,  but  can  dictlaguisb  betwe«u 
the  shadow  and  llie  snbsCaDce,  the  cap  and  the  Kfjnor, 
Ihe  drcsB  and  the  prreon  I  But  bow  many  learned 
meu,  to  this  day,  see  do  difference  between  walcf- 
baptiam  and  iptrilaal  regeneration,  between  the  mvaut 
of  grzix  and  grace  ittelf,  between  '  the  fotui'  and  '  the 
power  of  godliness  !'  At  on r  devotion !(,  U  not  cnr  mind 
generailj'  like  the  rotiog  butterfly :  and  at  onr  ftivonrite 
diTersionB,  and  Incmtive  bualncBs,  like  the  fnatcning 
leecli  I  Can  it  not  fix  itself  od  any  thing,  sooner  than 
ou  '  the  one  thing  needfnl  i'  and  find  out  any  way  be- 
fore that  of  pt3£e  and  xalvalion  ! 

What  cBD  be  more  extracigant  than  our  imauina- 
Tlttn  '  Hmv  often  have  we  canght  thia  wild  power, 
fonuiug  aud  pnrsaing  phantoms,  buUding  and  palling 
down  castles  iu  the  air  I  How  frequently  hath  it  raUed 
us  into  proud  coun^ilti,  and  then  sank  us  into  gloomy 
apprchen&ionii  1  And  wbereis  ifae  man  that  It  never 
led  into  sni^h  mental  u^enes  of  vanity  and  lewdness, 
as  would  have  made  him  the  object  of  nnivnreal 
contempt,  if  the  veil  of  a  grave  and  modest  conn- 
tea^ace  liad  not  happily  concealed  him  from  public 

And  has  our  mrmokv  escaped  unimpaired  by  the 
fall .'  Alas  !  let  us  only  eousider,  how  easily  we  forget 
tlie  favDDTs  of  oar  Ci'eator,  and  recollect  the  injuries  of 
oDr  fellow- creatn res ;  how  little  we  retain  of  a  good 
book  or  pious  discourse,  and  how  ranch  of  a  play  or 
frivolona  uonvereation  ;  and  how  exactly  ive  remember 
on  invitation  to  n  party  of  pleasure,  whilit  the  loudest 
oils  to  turn  to  God,  and  preparci  for  death,  ore  no 
sooner  heard  than  forgotten. — Let  ns,  laay,  consider 
these  thingii,  and  we  shall  be  farced  to  cojifess,  that 
thJ!*  useful  power  loacf  like  a  sieve  the  living  "at 


of 


iponge  the  laoddy  E 


Irath,  drink  I  ii 
vanity,  and  is  ui 
by  revenge,  or  some  utber  detestablG  temper.  4 

"  A  trretcli  Ihal  licoodemned  to  die  lo-morruweM) 
Uot  forget  it,"  says  Baxter ;  "  yet  poor  aiiiDers,  ivho<M 
uncertaiu  to  lire  au  lioar,  aud  certain  speedily  to  itf 
the  majesty  of  the  Lord,  to  their  inconceh-able  Joy4 
terror,  can  fori;et  thew  til  iD(ts,  for  wbieh  they  have  tl>4 
meiDoryi  aud  wliicb,  uae  would  think,  xhODld  droMi 
the  mattersof  this  world, aa  the  report  of  a  caunoDiM 
a  whisper,  or  aa  ibe  eun  obsrnres  the  poorett  rIm 
wonn.  O  wonderful  stupidity  of  au  uurntenerate  Mtjl 
O tutoniBhIug  dislrimiiou  of  the  ungodly!  '11iatd| 
Dteu  canrorgetcterDalji>y,e(erual  woe, the  eternal  G(l 
aud  the  place  of  (heir  nnchange^le  abode  ;  when  |M 
Maud  ereu  at  the  door,  and  there  is  but  the  thin  re^Q 
ieib  between  tliem,  and  that  amazing  eight,  that  el 
ual  sail,  into  which  Ihonaauds  are  daily  pinning  I" 

Nor  does  oar  reason  ||  inabe  ns  amends  for  ]| 
defects  (if  our  other  racnltled.  Ibi  beams,  it  is  to) 
wouderfulty  guide  same  pemon^  through  the  drde  i 
soeacei,  and  (he  mazes  of  commerdal  or  poliH' 
•ftUn.  But  whea  it  should  lend  ui  lu  search  of  'J 
trDlb  which  is  after  godliness,'  unless  it  is  astiM 
from  above,  liuw  arc  its  faint  rays  obstructed  by  tt 
lireis  iDedium  of  flesh  and  bhjod,  broken  by  tli^ 
pSKsloti,  aud  sometimes  loit  in  that  of  prejudice '.  Wi 
»ona  of  reason,  learned  pbilusopber  . 
dreit  and  e^ly-eigbt  opinions  concenilng  the  eft 
goacl,  are  a  multiplied  proof  of  uiy  sad  assertion ;  jj 
mils  (he  mark.  Not  one  of  them  n 
teUdt;  xn  coiisist  in  the  knowledge  aud  enjoyment' 
Gnd,  the  amiable  aud  adorable  Parent  of  all  g(H>d.    , 

True  rcasou,  alas  !,    is  as  rare  as  true  piety,    .'i 
poor  tbiug,  which,  in  spiritual  mutters,  the  world  M 
I,  la  only  the  ape  of  that  uoblE  faculty.     Kowtl^ 


tial,  how  aareatonabk  f  is  lliii  false  pretender '.  If  It 
iloea  not  altogether  orerioob  the  awful  realities  of  the 
Inrisiblc,  wliich  ia  loo  ^nenilj'  the  caie,  how  bD«yi:i 
it  to  reason  away  fiitb,  »tid  raise  objeclIoDt  igainittbe 
moat  evident  (ruth,l  even  that  which  I  uow  contend 
g  Out  euUi'i  Vbe  Baliam  of  Ihe  aoittae. 


I  tlwlKatlon  of  Fel>0an«t 


Tijlor,   "mirtlamhcidcndwlalgahllobllgUicini  fiif  HvcnIotUi* 
bM  f—ijiii  tai  hii  isir.oi.'    Pualng  dvu  ibe  v^io^tkni  of  hb  lat, 

Ibal  frtwa  he  mid,  "  Without  mr  ypu  ctm  do  Kit^ring."  ht  oiraDt 

OTf  good  and   hfautiful  in   Ihtir  ordn,''    ^that  {hey  werv  w>  iKtbro 

Ihrbll.  ii  fully  griuit«!,)  "Hud  [end  mtunlly  to  the  haiipuieu  both 

if  Ibi  indiiidiuiJ  mill  the  fynoni"  and  Ix  addi,  that  "buw  wiiilt 

B  and  luitcfwt  »•"  Inttlleeluil  ft 


■t  pulty  flf  MivpAflflv  tyalvJ  Of 
od  made  mn  both  IuJt  and  bajjp;,  ilErmi 
■toT  din  nUms]  pDwen  li  tntlreJy  owioB 


ImpeiftA  Bi  thE;  now 


for !  And  wheu  riglit  rcaiou  bos  bei'n  worsted  br  I 
tenae,  hajv  ready  U  the  impustor  to  |>leul  agiumt  Ihc 
bculiy  which  it  personates '.  How  ^kilfal  in  cloakim 
bad  babila  under  the  genteel  nunc  of"  human  foiblel!" 
And  how  Ingenious  in  defending  the  must  irratioiHl 
and  dangerom  nicthodi  of  losing  time,  an  "  inna 
iportB,  and  hornileas  diversions  !" 

These  obsenatlons,  which  lunit  appear  seif-etideot 
lu  all,  who  know  the  world  or  Ihemnelies,  incontett- 
ably  prove  the  degenemcy  of  all  onr  rational  powers, 
and  consequently  the  univerFality  of  our  uatural  cnr- 
rupcioD, 


When  'tfac  whole  head  is  sick,"  is  nut  '  the  whole 
heart  faint  ?'  Can  our  will,  cnnscieuce,  and  tffeci- 
^nns,  run  parallel  to  the  lincofdnty,  wheu  our  nnder^ 
standing,  imagiuatiou,  memory,  and  reason,  are  (o 
mnch  warped  from  original  reclitode  ?  Impossible ! 
Experience,  thou  best  of  judges,  1  appeul  to  thee. 
Erect  thy  fair  tribunal  In  the  reader's  breast,  and  bear 
an  honest  testimony  to  the  tinilh  of  the  fullowlug  as- 

Onr  vt'iLt,  in  general,  is  full  of  obstinacy^  We 
Most  have  otir  own  way,  right  or  wrong.  It  is  preg- 
nant  with  iuconataney  ;  We  are  passionately  fond  of  a 
Jjitng  one  day,  and  are  tiied  of  it  the  nest :  We  fbnn 
resolutions  in  the  morning,  and  break  them  before 


Ici 


apoeucf,  tnil  hn  kept  burning  ever  rinee,"  u 

lo  the  pnstm  gcDeralioii  :*  If  il  t»  rotsoDabli 
of  bUufhurty  Ihote  vho  itvcrcnoe  Ihdr  Crc 
~Ltc  of  Impcifectriw  upon  hinii 


nfniuJieil  by  the  original 
d  "  that  tht  di^hflflRmf 
propagated  qu  LI  o  dowa 
(o  chuge  with  a  MptcUM 


Drifrtorn  iB/nor.  ! 


TBIKU.]  UN   llFPEAl.  fi3 

olght.  It  ie  Impotent ;  When  we  see  what  ia  tight, 
instead  of  doiui;  it  with  all  oar  might,  we  rreqaeittly 
nmoiu  as  inactive  as  if  we  were  bonud  by  iuvisible 
drains;  aadwf  nonder  by  wliat  diarm  the  wheel*  of 
dntf  tbus  iitop  ajjsiDit  our  apparent  inclinationa,  till 
we  discover,  Uiat  the  epriag  uf  our  will  is  broken.  Of 
naturally  worts  the  wrong  way.  Yes,  it  is  not  imly 
atiable  to  follow  the  good,  that  the  onderstaDding 
approves  ;  but  fuli  of  pcnerseutai  to  puiHue  the  evil, 
that  reason  disapproves  :  We  arc  prone  to  do,  contrary 
to  oar  de^iga,  those  ihingi  wliicb  breed  remorse  and 
wouod  conscience ;  and,  sooner  or  later,  we  may  all 
say,  with  the  Heathen  pHucesi,  who  wsj  going  to  murT 
derber  child, — 

^BW  is  it  to  reprove  in  some  eases!  In  others,  how 
apt  aol  to  do  it  at  all !  In  one  person  it  Is  easy  nnder 
moantains  of  gnilt;  and  In  another,  it  U  unreaHin- 
ably  scrupulons  about  mere  triBea :  It  either  '  Btralns 
at  a  gnat,'  or  'swallows  a  raniel.'  When  it  ia 
alarmed,  ia  some  it  theivs  itatlf  ready  to  be  made 
easy  by  every  wrong  method ;  in  others,  it  obstinately 
ittaiei  to  be  pacified  by  the  right.  To-daj,  yon  may 
with  propriety  eompare  it  to  a  dnmb  dog,  that  docs 
not  hart  at  a  thief;  and  to-morrow,  to  a  snarling  cnr, 
that  flies  indifferently  at  a  friend,  a  foe,  or  a  shadow  ; 
and  then  madij  tnnis  upon  hhOEelf,  anil  tears  his  own 
aeah. 

If  conscience,  the  best  power  of  the  nnconverted 
man.  Is  so  corrupt,  good  Ond !  what  are  his  afpbc- 
noss  ?  Almost  perpctnally  deficient  iu  some,  aud  ex- 
ceasivc  iu  others,  wheu  do  the;  attain  to,  or  atop  at,  the 
line  of  moderation !  Who  can  tell  how  oft  he  has  been 
the  sport  of  their  irregularity  ami  violence  ?   One  hour 


^t*. 


IK  lie  hnrried  Into  ruhoeu  hjr  thrir  impetuoeilj  } 
nezl,  we  are  bound  In  doth  by  their  inactivity,  Sol 
timea,  erery  bbct  of  fboliih  liope,  or  ill-gnwuded  fr 
arerr  fpile  of  hafw  derire,  or  DDreoMHiable  avenii 
ereiy  wave  of  idolMrooi  lore,  or  bIbM  hitred  j  ei 
■Qfge  of  miaplacedadmiratloD,  or  froandleM  ImiT' 
erery  billow  of  aoliy  joy,  or  nndne  toitdw,  to* 
raliei,  or  siuke  onr  lonl ;  sb  ■  khip  In  h  stonn,  wl 
has  Dcktier  nidder  nor  ballaHl.  At  other  limcB,  we 
totally  becalmed ;  all  oni  sa<)«  are  furled,  not  cine  brc 
of  devout  or  bnman  affection  etirs  Id  our  iloical)  fro 
breait;  and  we  remain  atapidly  lueentible,  dll 
spark  of  temptatioB,  dropping  upon  tlie  combust 
matter  in  onr  heartG,  blows  up  again  Into  land  passii 
and  then,  how  dreadful  aud  ridiculous  together  is 

If  experience  pionouncel  that  these  reflections 
jolt,  the  point  ia  gained.  Oar  '  whole  heart  is  fait 
Ihrongli  the  uoaccountablc  diaordera  of  our  teitl,  i 
lediargy  or  boisteroua  flea  of  our  eomcioKe,  and 
awoouing  or  high  fever  of  our  affevtioju;  and  wan 
without  hypocrisy,  joiu  in  our  daily  confetiioil,  aidl 
"  There  ia  no  health  iu  us,"  d 


The  danger  of  theee  complicated  maladiea  of 
aouls  evidences  itielf  by  the  most  fatal  of  all  aympto: 
OUT  tnaniftit  alienation  from  God,  Vea,  shocking 
the  confession  is,  we  must  make  it.  If  truth  haa  . 
dominion  in  onr  breast :  I'nrencwed  man  loves  not 
Qod.  That  eternal  Beauty,  for  who»e  contempUtit 
that  supreme  Good,  for  whoic  enjoyment,  he  waae 
SMA,  ia  generally  forgotten,  deapiaed,  or  hated.  If 
thought  of  Lis  holy  Majesty  prcaeuta  ttaelf,  he  lo 
upon  it  as  ao  intruder  ;  It  laya  him  under  as  disagi 
able  a  restiuiut,  as  (hat  which  the  preaence  of  a  gra 
pioua  master  pnta  upon  a  wanton,  idle  letvant :  I 
can  he  quietly  pursue  his  siufiil  courses,  till  be 
driven  away  the  troublesome  idea;  or  ima^ned,  v 
Oie  epicure,  a  careless  .God,  who  wanta  reaolutioi 


call  him  m  an  account,  and  justice  to  punipb  him  for 
his  iniquity. 

Doe^  HDjr  oDC  olfer  an  iDdigniiy  to  hla  faionrlie 
Erteiid,  or  only  (peak  coulemptibly  of  ilie  object  of  hlj< 
esteem,  lie  feeU  as  if  he  was  the  person  iurulted,  aod, 
reddening  with  in  dig  nation,  directly  espouHCi  hla  canie  . 
Bat  every  body,  the  meanest  of  bis  atteudancs  not  ex 
cepted,  may  with  impnultj  iusuit  tlie  King  of  kinga  In 
hu  prcM^Dce,  and  take  the  uoc t  profuiie  libertica  nilh 
bij  name  and  word,  his  lawn  and  ministers  {  be  hears 
tbe  wild  blatipiiemy,  and  tatiajrda  it  not;  lie  leea  the 
horrid  autrage,  and  resents  it  ant ;  and  yet,  with  amai- 
ing  infatnatioa,  be  preteadit  to  love  God  ! 

If  he  goci  to  tbe  jday,  he  cu  fix  hi»  roving  eyei,  and 
waoderiiig  miod,  three  honn  together,  npou  tlie  same 
trifling  objects,  not  only  without  wearliiei'B,  bat  with 
DQcoiDiiion  deliglit.  If  he  haeaimppoiuimcntwilli  the 
peraoD  vvhom  lie  adores  at  a  deity,  hiti  Bpiiita  are  ele- 
rated,  expectation  and  Joy  flatter  in  hi»  dilated  breast  i 
he  sweetly  anticipates  the  pleasing  iutervicw,  or  impa- 
tieatly  chides  tbe  blowly-flowiiig  minote* ;  his  fiiclinga 
are  iaexprejiBtble.  But  if  lie  atteadit  the  grent  congnv 
gatioD,  which  he  too  often  omibi  upon  llie  moil  frit'o- 
loaa  pretences,  it  is  taiherouinf  form  acid  de tun cy,  than 
out  of  devotion  and  lore  ;  rather  with  iiidiflereace  or 
relnotaitce,  than  wiUi  delight  and  tianeport :  And 
wfaeD  he  it  present  there,  bow  absent  are  hia  thoughts ! 
How  wandering  his  eyes  I  How  trifling,  supine, 
irrelevant  his  whole  behaviour  I  He  would  be  ashamed 
to  apeak  to  tbe  meanest  of  his  Kervauta,  with  aa  little 
attetklion  aa  he  sometimes  prays  to  tlic  Majesty  of 
heaveu.t  Were  he  to  stare  aboot  when  he  gives 
them  orders,  as  he  does  when  he  preaeuta  his  supjJl- 
catioiis  tu  the  Lord  of  lards,  he  wotild  be  afi'aid  that 


they  woDld  tliink  he  noj  half  drupk,  or  hsd  a  tmi 
Inoacf.  "i 

SnppoM  he  still  retalni  a  ieose  of  (latn-ard  de<| 
while  the  chorch  gnes  thrau^h  her  Golemn  olQcMrt 
how  heavy  are  his  spirits !  how  heartleas  his  di 
aiona!  how  cold  hia  prayers  i  The  ble  as  tug- comes  M 
aud  he  it  bleaaed  liideeil, — not  with  '  the  grace  fit 
LDrdjEsugCfariatandthefellowshipoftheHolyGHJ 
furthat  he  gladly  Icavea  to  "poor  eii(haBiaBta,"tHA 
n  release  from  his  confinement  and  lediooi  worfc.^ 
now  thiit  he  has  "  done  hia  duty,  and  Hcrved  GdM 
haftes  away  to  the  company  that  snita  his  lasle.    '' 

See  him  there.  Do  not  his  very  looks  declare,4 
in  hii  own  element?  With  what  ca^riicss  of  M 
energy  of  gestnre,  and  volubility  of  tongue,  dol 
talk  over  his  last  entertain  meat,  chase,  or  bar|i 
Does  not  the  oii  of  cheerfnlcesa  make  all  his  mM 
as  free  and  easy,  as  if  weight  and  friction  had  niA 
at  all  in  his  light  and  airy  frame  I  9 

Love  of  God,  thou  sweetest,  strongest  of  all  pow 
didst  thou  ever  tlina  metamorphose  hi)  soul,  and  M 
snch  a  sprightly  aetlvlty  to  hia  body  ?  And  yoH 
converse  most  familiarly  with  him,  did  you  errtl 
him  say,  '  Come,  and  I  will  tell  yon  what  tbei 
has  done  for  my  soul  :  'l^te  and  see  how  goM 
Lord  is  '"—No,  never ;  for  '  ont  of  the  abani 
of  the  heart  the  month  speaketh  :'  Nur  can  4 
expected  that  Ood,  who  hath  do  place  in  his  jq 
reflections,  should  have  one  in  his  clieerfnl  con^ 
tion.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  matter  of  sun 
to  thosewho  introduce  the  delightful  subject  of  th| 
of  Ood,  if  he  does  not  n-Bve  it  off,  as  dull,  meland 
or  enthnsiastital.  '' 

Bnt  as  he  will  give  you  to  understand,  "  lie^ 
hypocrite,andtherefore  confines  devotion  to  his  d^l 
follow  him  there.— Alas!  be  scarce  everbeudstJieSl 
to  '  Him  that  sees  in  secret :"  Or,  if  he  m,ji 
prayers  as  regularly  as  he  win'Js  his  watch,  it  isl 
in  ttie  same  spirit.  For  auppoBC  he  does  not  hnnyf 
orer,  or  cut  tfitm  as  short  as  possible;  yet  the  c^ 


THIRUJ  AN  *PPE*I 

lormal  maDoec  in  nhirii  he  offers  tliem  up,  iudicatea, 
33  plainly  as  hi^  public  conduct,  tlie  avertiou  Inrbiiig 
in  hid  hvart  agiiiiist  God ;  And  yet  he  tiiucien  he  lore* 
Him,  Witli  a  sneer  (hat  ladicaie«  Klf-applaoae,  aud  a 
Pharisaic  coulempt  of  others,  "  Anay  with  your  feet- 
mga  aud  rdplnrea,"  ^yshc:  "Thi«  U  the  lave  uf  God, 
[hat  we  keep  hii  command nieult."  But,  alaal  which 
of  ihem  docs  ho  kctpf  Certainly  uot  the  fint, — for 
the  Lord  is  not  the  > aprenie  obJMl  of  hia  hopea  and 
fears,  his  couEdencc  and  joy ;  uor  yet  the  last, — fbr 
di'coHHuI  and  wrong  desires  are  atiu  indulged  in  hid 
pelfigh  and  woildlyheait.  How untortonate  therefore  in 
his  appeal  bi  the  comuinndnienta,  by  which  his  secrot 
ennity  to  the  lam,  goveroment,  and  nature  of  God,  is 
brMgjit  to  the  clearest  light : 


Btrr  BB  the  hearl-ftlt  love  of  God  U  supposed  to  be 
duwnright  eiithu^iaam  by  some  moralists,  who,  dashing 
in  pieces  the  Rrnt  table  of  the  law  against  the  second, 
pretend  that  our  duty  to  God  couilatE  in  the  lore  of 
ugr  DoighlKHir ;  let  as  examine  the  unconverted  man's 
diarity,  aiid  see  whether  he  bears  more  love  to  his 
fdlotr-creatures  ihau  to  bis  Creator. 

Nothiug  can  t>e  more  ercooeous  than  bi-<  uolious  of 
rtarilg.  He  coafaondt  it  with  the  bare  '  giving  of 
lima  {'  not  considering  that  it  is  possible  to  do  this 
Knd  of  good  from  the  most  sellish  and  uncharilabh 
aotives.  Therefore  when  the  f^  of  being  aeeonnted 
covetou,  the  desire  of  |>asslng  for  generous,  the  vanity 
vf  seexng  Ilia  name  hi  a  list  of  noble  sabscribera,  the 
ihame  of  being  ontdnne  hy  his  equals,  the  tcasiug  vo- 
portnnity  of  an  obstinale  bvggar,  the  moving  address  of 
atolidtor  whom  lie  would  blnth  to  deny,  or  the  I'ha- 
rixaic  n4iioD  of  making  amends  for  his  sins,  and  pnr- 
chaaiog  iKaven  by  his  aims  ; — when  any,  1  say,  of  these 
^iuUter  motives  sels  him  upon  assisting  indnnrions 
poverty,  relieving  friendless  old  age,  or  supporting 
infirm  and  mutilated  indigence,  he  fancies  that  he  gices 
an  indubitable  proof  of  liis  tharilfi 


Sometlnicii  uh>  be  affixes  lo  thai  word  tb«  idl 
fund  hope,  thai  etery  body  U  going  to  hcartrn  i  , 
yoa  iutininte,  that  tb«  rich  volupuutr;  h  not  witti 
ID«  in  Abraliom's  bosom,  and  that  the  fooliak! 
are  not  jiromiEcuiiuiljr  adoiiKed  to  glorj  witli  4i 
he  wonilera  at  "  your  Qiicharitableaetii,  aild 
God  he  never  entcrtaiued  uich  DachrLjlian  thoti 
his  ueighboara." 

He  couaidera  nal,  that  diaritj)  n  ihe  DUr  ottlj 
the  '  Jove  of  God,'  to  which  be  it  yet  an  otter  alll 
aud  that  itcoiuiiiaioa  aiiii7riiBl,duiuCereslcdli 
leun:  lo  all  mauhLnd,  oar  worst  eueniieE  not  ea^ 
Q  bcnevoteiice,  that  gweeUy  evidences  Itaelf  t| 
log  with  patieoce  the  evil  which  thej  du  lo  1 
kindly  dom|;  Ibem  all  the  good  we  po»eibly  ca^ 
with  respet't  to  their  suul  and  body,  their  propel 
reputation. 

If  ihU  is  a  just  defiuitina  of  charily,  the  nni^ 
man  has  not  erea  the  outtlde  of  it.  To  pnra 
might  appeal  to  his  impatience  and  ill  hniuoi 
unkind  ward<  and  cnttlng  railleries,  (for  1  aB| 
hlu  loo  moral  ever  to  slander  or  curse  any  ont 
might  mcmloD  his  supercilioaa  behaviour  to  i 
who  are  eiililled  (o  bis  aSabillP^  as  toen,  coanti] 
and  neighbours :  I  might  expatiate  uu  bis  rea<Ul|| 
exculpate,  enrich,  oraggrandiie  himself  at  thQ  tt 
of  otktri,  whenever  he  can  do  it  without  taA 
Mmielf.  2 

But  wuving  all  these  particulars,  I  aak,  WhM 
ht  truly  loie  .'  Von  auitvter,  "  Doubtless  the  pn 
whom  he  makes  dally  protestations  of  the  n 
regard." — But  how  does  he  prove  this  regard  i 
perhapH  by  the  miul  artful  inFinualions  and  dai 
atlerapts  to  rob  ber  of  her  Firtue.  Perhaps; 
already  gained  his  end.— Unhappy  Magdalene  I 
inacb  better  would  it  have  been  for  thee  to  haia 
ioto  the  hands  of  a  highwayman  '.  Thoa  -n 
only  have  lost  thy  money,  but  now  tkou  art  d^ 
of  the  hononr  of  thy  sex,  and  (he  peace  of  thj 
thou  art  robbed  at  once   of  virgin  iunoceiM 


repacatioD,    and   poMllily  a  bpnlLhy  r 

tbU  is  a  s|iedRien  of  tlte  nueuuverled  man's  love,  what 

mnnt  behU  hacred? 

Bat  I  happily  mi»teke :  "  He  ts  no  libertine,  he 
has  a  virtuous  tvifc,  and  ami^le  rhiUren,  and  lie 
loves  tliem,"  saj  jon, "  w'llh  ihe  (enderesi  aSectiou."  I 
reply,  that  these  relatione,  being  imitmrlai  niAriti ,  cOD- 
fined  for  a  few  years  in  a  icnc  men  I  of  cloy,  andcontiiin- 
311;  da  (be  remove  forctei^tf  ;'1iifl  laudalile  rei:ard  for 
tfceir.^^/Aoilie»,awipropbr  care  of  llrfiTferapornf  pro»- 
fttUsr^TO  Dot  B  safllcient  [iroof  that  he  loves  them  in  a 
light  manner ;  for  evaa  nccortlin?  to  wire  Hcatheni," 
<m  iiMti  le  nnr  birlter  parT,  onr  trui  ttlf.  And  wliat 
ItmdercinK'ei'ti  doei  Uie  dai-enewed  inau  feel  furthe  soul 
of  hia  bosom  friend  ?  Does  \ii  regard  It  laore  tlian  tbe 
body  of  bia  eroom,  or  thelifcof  hlahotse?  Docitfae, 
with  any  degree  of  importnnily,  carry  it  daily,  iothe 
anoa  «f  l^ie  and  prater,  to  tile  liirotie  of  grace  for  life 
ind  aalmtion'?  Does  he,  by  good  instniciloiis,  'aihl  » 
rinaaBaexahiple,  excite  his  children  Co  arrnrcan  tter- 
ul'Iaberiiance?  And  Is  heal  lijast  as  deslrou*  lo  jce 
lliem  it\9a  Eyudp<uua,aimell-1iL'f^,  rich, liandsome, and 
peM.'  -Alaa !  I  fear  It  ia  just  llie  rp+erse.  He  is  pro- 
WAyAe  first  to  poison  their  tender  minds -wiA  sOUc 
<  Aft-dangeron^  maiims  that  vanity  aadambHlunlkvc 
ia*cated;'afid^  suppoxiag  he  has  a  favourite  doicj  it  ix 
iiBlI  if  hi  is  not  more  anxious  for  the  preservation  of 
(hat  one  domestic  animal,  than  for  tlic  salvation  of  all 

If  Aew  (rtiservBtions  are  fonnded  upon  matter  af^act, 
)(^ilr?K[i«rieD«>deninnstrates,  I  appeal  to  coniinnu 
«itt,  aud  ask,  O'.ri  tlie  natural  roan,  with  all  his  fond- 
new,  lie  l><ud  to  have  a  tme  tni-e  even  tot  fiia  nearest 
>tbtlw»}-  And  i:i  niittiie  regard  that  he  manift'sdi  "for 
Ih^  *orf<«,'  lOwrt^lHie  thecommon  instinct,  by  which 
Wu  rkatelo  their  mates,  and  swailows  provide  for 
tfa4i»  J'»'a%\  i\\i\a  lilie  the  generous  affection  which  a 
MIooBllenatDre' Ought  to  bear  to  immortal  gpim're. 


N«  DDn  cDrpon  nuaui :  Cjipua  qi 
li  mKiMcaliini.  Cii^,  Ttta-  Quasi,,  i\ 
'*L.  t.  i) 
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Nor  Li  It  aarpris'iiig,  thai  the  unrenc 
be  devoid  vf  all  trae  loce  for  hla  Dearest 
Ii  90  completely  bllen,  that  he  bear?  ni 
tOTAiouel/,  Let  Da  orerlouk  those  who  cat  til 
ihoot,  drowu,  or  hug  themaelves. 
Dolk'e  of  thou  wbo  sacrifice  a  yeu 
night'a  revel ;  who  iaOaiae  their  blood  iDCcr) 
derive  putrefactioti  ia  Iheir  boaes,  for  the  n 
gratification  of  a  ahamefiil  appetite;  a 
the  pursuit  of  a  baae  pleaaore,  that  ther  h 
cfen  into  the  jaws  of  an  nadmel;  grave  : 
paaa  by  Iliose  innumerable,  unhappy  ricli 
perance  and  debauchery,  who  squander 
upon  paiidera  and  harlota,  and  hare  as  little) 
their  health,  3:j  for  their  fortune  and  repatatiol 
ui  consider  the  case  of  iboae  good-natured,  t 
■oDs,  who  profess  to  have  a  real  value  for  bi 

Upan~the  principle  laid  down  in  the  last  f 
may  I  not  asic,  What  love  havetbeae  fbcthd] 
part,  their  true  lel/f  What  do  they  do  for  tl 
Or  rather,  what  do  they  not  leave  undone  i  j 
can  shevr  lena  concern  for  their  greateat  ii 
they? 

Alas  !  in  apiritnal  matters  the  wise 
an  a  level  ivith  tbe  most  fuolish.  They  anKioJ 
their  title  to  u  few  poasessious  in  this  transit^ 
out  of  which  the  stream  of  time  cairlea  them  | 
Iwlediinpetnositj;  while  they  remain  BtupidlJ 
has  of  tlieir  portion  in  the  uochangeabiB  <tc 
which  they  are  juat  going  to  iauuch  ;t  "lejr  ^ 
%  luurlla  mil.  Haieo  in] 


It  of  Hi 
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colar  notice  of  every  trivial  incident  in  life,  every  Idle 
report  raised  in  their  Deigfabourhood,  and  ittptiiel]' 
ocerlook  the  great  realities  of  death  and  judgment, 
hell  and  heaven. 

Von  see  ihera  perpetuallfcontri  ting  how  tci  prtaerre, 
ioduJge,  aiid  adorn  their  dying  bodies  ;  aud  dally  neg- 
lecting Uie  safety,  welfare,  and  ornament  ot  iheir 
immortal  sonls.  So  gi'eat  ie  (heir  folly,  that  earthly 
toys  make  them  alight  heavenly  ihroaea  !  So  wilfnl  their 
telf-deceptioa,  tliat  a  poinlnf  tlmeg  hidee  from  them 
a  boundless  eternity  !  So  perverted  is  their  moral  la«te, 
thM  they  nauseate  the  word  of  trnlb,  the  precions  food 
aftoala,  aorl  greedily  rnn  apon  the  tempter's  hook,  if 
il  is  bnl  made  of  solid  gold,  or  gilt  over  with  the  spe- 
datis  appearance  of  honour,  or  only  baited  with  the 
protpect  of  a  (avanrite  diversion.  And  whilst,  by  an- 
tuy,  fretful  tempera,  (hey  too  often  impair  their  bodily 
health  ;  by  exorbitant  aSectlous  and  pttngent  cares, 
ihey  freqneutly  break  their  hearts,  up  pierce  themielvM 
ibrongh  with  many  sorrows. 

Dues  soch  a  roudnct  deserve  the  name  of  a  well- 
ordered  self  loft,  ot\if^pi%ieiovi  self-hatred  T  O  man, 
infill  man,  how  totally  art  thou  depraved.  If  then  art 
101  only  thy  own  most  dangerous  enemy,  but  often  thy 
most  cruel  tormentor ! 


This  depravity  ii  productlie  of  the  most  deieslable 
irood.     Wben  it  has  suppressed  the  love  of  God,  pm- 
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tbegood  th'mge  of  earth, — And  hypocrisy's  sisteri 
row-hearlcJ  Bigolr]/ ,  who  \i\iiihsi(Tom  ber  drilil 
good-naiorc  i  etops  hiT  ears  asainitargtmient,  an 
truti«e;  calls  Jfugueooti,  Infideli,  Papiiti,  or  Hrr 
■U  who  do  not  directly  soWribe  to  her  abnurd  oi 
pious  creeds ;  dogi  Uiem  with  a  matisnant  eye ;  th 
atones  or  ilirt  at  tUem  about  an  empty  ceremony, 
indiffercut  opiaiun  ;  And,  at  lai>(>  if  she  can, 
churches  orkJagdomsoD  Gre,aboatatutban,asnr| 
or  ■  cowl. — Pcrfidimanett,  who  puts  on  the  loo 
true  benevolence,  speaks  the  lauguage  of  the  wai 
■flectioD  ;  with  colemn  protesiatioas  invites  mi 
depend  on  her  eiucerity,  while  she  lays  a  deep  pit 
thrir  sndden  destmction  ;  and  with  repealed  oatli: 
•eecbes  beaven  to  be  witness  of  her  artless  innoc 
while  ihe  moves  tbe  centre  of  hell  to  accomplisl; 
tire  designs.  'I'bc  fatal  bonr  is  come ;  Her  stratagei 
wcceeded  ^  and  she  now  Icissen  and  betrays,  d 
health  aiid  poisons ;  offers  afrieodly  embrace, and 
k  deadly  itnb. — Deipair,  who  iscoms  to  be  behold 
mercy,  gives  a  lie  to  nil  the  declarations  rsnned  froi 
tbrooe  of  grace,  obstinately  turns  his  wild  eyes  froi 
great, expiatory  Sacrifire ;  and  at  last,  impatient  to  t 
the  cap  of  trembling,  wildly  lookn  far  some  -weapi 
destroy  himself.— ZtJriraclJon,  begotten  hy  the  shoi 
mixture  of  two,  or  mare  of  these  infernal  passionU 
to  the  highest  degrees  of  eKtrscagaoce:  Di«/nH 
that  wrings  her  hands,  tears  her  dishevelled  air^\ 
her  ghastly  cyce,  turns  her  swimming  brains,  qnei 
Ihe  last  spark  of  reason;  and,  like  a  fierce  tiger,  ' 
at  last  be  chained  by  the  hand  of  cao^on,  and  con 
with  iron  bars  In  her  dreary  dwelling. 

And,  to  close  the  dismal  train,  Self-murder, 
always  points  wretl.'hed  mortals  to  ponds  and  rivci 
presents  them  with  cords,  rators,  pistols,  daggtTS 
poison,  and  perpetually  nrges  them  Co  Ihe  choice  oi 
of  tlicm.  "  You  arc  guilty,  miserable  creatu: 
whispers  he  :  "  The  sun  of  prosperity  is  for  ever 
The  deepest  night  of  distress  is  come  upon  you  : 
4wifl«hellofwoe;  The  hell  prepared  for  Satu  ca 
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be  worse  than  that  whkh  yon  feel ;  bol  it  maj  be  more 
lolerable  -.  Take  this,  and  boldly  force  jour  passage  out 
ofthe  carged  state  in  which  fon  groan." — HepersuadM, 
■od  hia  desperate  victims,  tired  of  the  companr  of 
Oeir  feUow-morials,  fly  for  refuge  to  that  of  devils ; 
thejr  shut  their  eyes;  and,  horrible  to  saj,  but  how 
anch  more  horrible  to  do  1,  deliberately  reuture  from 
otie  bell  Into  another  to  seek  eiue ;  or,  to  apeak  with 
more  truth,  leap  witb  all  tbe  misertti  of  a  hnown  bell, 
into  all  the  horrors  of  one  which  is  unknown. 

And  are  year  hearts,  O  yesona  ofuieu,thefavoorite 
teats  of  this  Infernal  crew  ?  Then  ahanie  on  tbe  wretch 
tliat  msuJe  the  first  panegyric  on  the  dixnily  of  hninau 
nature!  He  proved  my  point:  He  began  in  pride, 
and  ended  in  diitractian. 

Detestable  as  these  rices  and  tempers  are,  where  ii 
tbe  oatnral  roan  thai  ia  always  free  from  tbeni  ?  Where 
it  even  the  child  ten  years  old,  who  never  felt  most  of 
these  Tipera,  upon  some  occasion  or  other,  shooing 
IheirTenom  through  his  lips,  darling  their  balefnl  Influ- 
enoe  trough  his  eyes,  or,  at  least,  stirring  and  hissing 
in  his  disturbed  breast }  If  any  one  never  felt  lliero,  he 
may  be  prouounced  more  than  mortal ;  But  if  he  ha<, 
his  own  experience  furnishes  him  with  a  sensible  de- 
monstration that  he  is  a  fallen  spirit,  infected  with  tbe 
poiaon  that  rages  in  the  deril  himself, 


Bai>  roota,  which  rigorously  shoot  in  the  spring,  will 
naMrally  produce  (heir  dangerous  froit  in  the  nummer. 
We  may  therefore  go  one  step  farther  and  ask.  Where 
is  tbe  man  thirty  years  old,  whose  depravity  has  not 
broke  out  in  the  greatest  variety  of  sinfulacta?  Among 
penona  of  that  age,  who  never  were  esteemed  worse 
tban  their  neigbboura,  shall  we  find  a  forehead  that 
never  betrayed  daring  insolence  i— A  cheeh,  that  never 
indicated  concealed  guilt  by  an  involuntary  blush,  or 
unnatural  paleness? — A  nee*,  that  never  was  stretched 
^{Qt  in  pride  and  vain  ronltdencef — An  eye,  that  never 
l|kKadisdainful,tiialignant,  or  wanton  look? — ^cear. 
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that  an  evU  cariasity  utter  opened  to  Irathfft 
ilefamlnu  ditconrae  ?— A  lonfue,  thai  never  nj 
wilh  UDcdifyiii^,  faltw,  milecent,  or  uiicbartii 
guBge  ?— A  palatf,  tliai  oorer  became  the  lead 
rinus  induliteocc ' — A  throat,  tbaluererwaslM 
of  esatn  ? — A  itomaeh,  tliat  newer  felt  tbe  a^ 
load  of  abuied  mercies? — /riD'/t.thaeDererpfe 
touched  I)]E  forbidden  fruit  of  pleating  sin  ? — if 
Dflver  once  mured  iu  tlie  broad,  donnwBrd  rOf 
qnity  i — And  a  boiom,  tbat  never  heaved  ^ 
dreadful  worLinj^ofsomeesorbilaiit  pa 
iuihurt,  intberea/iie«ever  so  disagreeable, 
WHstheohjectof  wlf-worshipinaglassf — 
boif,  howerer  deformed,  that  never  wal 
favourite  idol,  by  the  fallen  spirit  that  inhab 
If  iniquity  thus  works  by  all  the  ponent,  ■ 
oat  in  all  the  parts  of  the  human  budjr ;  v 
dude  by  woeful  experience,  not  only  that  Ihef 
■In  is  begnn,  bnt  that  it  rages  w"  '       " 
to  nee  again  Che  evangelical  prophet*!*  words,  t 
the  sole  of  the  foot,  even  to  the  head'  of  £ 
man,  'there  is  no'  spirilual  'souiidue 
wounda,  and  bruiaei,Bnd  patrefjiug  s<: 


"■■J 


What  can  be  said  of  each  individoal,  mayj 
■Bme  propriety,  be  affirmed  ofall  the  diSereot  a 
the  earth.  Let  an  Impar^al  judge  take  fourunc 
men,  or  children,  from  Ihcfour  paitB  of  the  w 
bim  Examine  thetr  actions,  and  trace  l~ 
(priag;  and  if  be  makes  some  ailowancc  far,| 
dental  difference  of  their  climate,  constitution,  fl 
educatioii;he  will  eoouSud  their  dispositioDid 
•earthly,  sensual,'  and  'devilish,'  as  if  tliey  halT 
ca4t  iu  the  same  mould.  Ves,  as  oak-uees  ai 
the  world  over,  though  by  par^cular  cl[ 
grow  taller  and  harder,  and  some  d 
crooked  than  others :  So  all  unregenerate  m 
one  another  ;  for  all  arc  proud,  self-willed,  loil 
and '  lovers  of  pleasure,  more  than  lovers  of  j 
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cheatin;,  defrandin;,  stealing,  and  oppreiiioD;  Ijing, 
peiinry,  treachery,  and  cmelty  ;  Blalk  openly,  or  Inik 
Kcretly  every  where  ?  Are  uot  all  Iheje  vices  predo- 
minaut  amoug  black  and  while  people,  among  Baviige 
and  civilized  naliona,  aiuangTarks  and  Jews,  HeaCheni 
Btid  Christians  ?  Whether  they  live  on  tbe  banks  of 
tbcGaiige;!  or  Ihe'l'hames,IiieMi»si9ippi  or  the  Seine } 
Whether  they  starve  ia  Che  mows  of  Lapland,  or  burn 
in  the  sands  of  Gainea  ? 

O  slu,  tbon  fatal  pe^t,  thon  soct'destroylng  plague, 
wonld  toCodiby  fixed  abode  were  onli)  in  the  Levant! 
and  that,  like  llie  extental  pestilence,  ihoa  wert  chiefly 
con&ned  to  the  Turkish  dominions  I  I3nt,  alas '.  the 
gross  immorality  and  profanciiess,  ilie  various  crimes 
and  Tillauies,  the  desperate  tmjiiety  and  wild  blas- 
phemy, oodcr  which  every  kingdom  and  city  have 
groaned,  and  Btill  cootintie  to  do  night  and  day,  over 
the  fiice  of  the  whole  earth,  are  black  spots  so  i^imilar 
and  iymptonis  so  equally  terrible,  that  we  are  obliged 
tocnofess,  they  must  have  a  conimoii  internal  principle; 
wbicb  can  be  no  other  than  a  bad  habit  of  sonl  ;  a 
faDen,  corrupted  nature.  Yes,  the  oniverBBlity  and 
equality  of  tbe  effects,  shew  to  an  unprejudiced  mind, 
that  the  cause  ia  nniversal,  and  equally  Interwoven  wi(h 
that  nature,  which  Is  common  ti 


and  ages. 


Ifc. 

^^■L  If  the  sdf-righleaus  moralist  answers,  that  "  >iu 
^^n  wickedness  are  not  ao  universal  as  this  argument 
^^fcpposes ;"  1  reply,  that  the  more  we  are  acquainted 
trlOi  onrselres,  with  the  history  of  the  dead,  and  seriet 
'traosactions  of  the  living;  tbe  more  we  are  convinced, 
ibat,  ifall  are  not  guilty  of  itulaari  enormities,  all  are 
deeply  tainted  with  iplrilual  wickedness. 

Ereo  those  excellent  persons,  who,  like  .lereminh, 
have  been  in  part  'sanc^fied  before  they  came  forth 
oatof  tlie  wombj'can  from  sad  experience  confess  witli 
him,  that '  the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  ;'  and 
■ay  with  David, '  My  bean  shCH  cth  me  the  vi\cV.e4nei' 
otlhe  BBgodJ/-'  D  5 
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Thongandi  indeed  boaxt  of  the  eoodaeas  of  theii 
Varlij  ;  they  flatter  IhrniBeliee  that  to  be  Hghteoni. 
U  enoDg]!  to  aroid  the  groii  acbt  of  iiitctnp«raore  and 
Iqjnitice :  With  the  Pharineei  tlie;  shut  their  eja 
ainst  the  deatnictive  natare  nf  the  lore  of  the  world, 
e  thirst  of  praise,  the  fear  of  men,  the  love  of  ei 
■Iath,senBaality,iDderotion,  ■elf-rJghieoaaneEB,diMi 
t,  impatipDce,  lelfixhuegs,  carnal  secaritj,  oabclief,. 
ddciis  of  heart,  anil  s  thniiiaiiJ  other  spiritual  evilii 
Fnll  of  self- ignorance,  like  Peter,  thef  imagine  ftereli 
v  combustible  matter  of  wickedness  in  thdr  breait^ 
iKcanse  they  are  not  actoally  fired  by  the  spark  of  ■ 
nitable  tcroptatioD.  And  wben  theyhear  what  their  cor- 
iupt  natnre  may  one  day  prompt  them  to,  they  cry  inu 
-tritb  Hazael, 'Am  ladogtliat  I  should  do  this  thing?' 
NeverthelcHs  by  and  by  they  do  it,  If  not  outwardly  M 
ke  did,  atleast  ill  tiieir  rain  thoughts  by  day,  or  wicked, 
lewd  imaginations  by  night.  So  true  is  the  wise  mai  ~ 
laying,  '  He  that  trnsteth  his  own  heart  is  a  fooL' 

II.  "  If  historians  aive  us  frequent  accounts  of  the 
■otoriouswictednesa  of  mankiud, "say  the  advocate*  for 
^maii  excelienee,  "  It  U  because  jirivale  virtue  ti  not 
fte  Hiibject  of  hislnry  ;  and  to  judge  of  tlie  moral  recd- 
tndeoftbe  world  by  IhecormptioD  of  courts, is  aiabsacd 
a«to  estimate  the  health  of  a  people  from  an  infirmary." 

And  1h  private  vice  any  more  the  subject  of  history 
than  private  virtue  ?  If  it  were,  what  folios  would 
contain  the  fulsome  and  black  accounis  of  all  the  lira 
aud  scandal,  the  secret  grndgea  and  open  quarrels,  the 
tilthy  talking  and  malicious  jestiiiKi  the  unkind  ornn- 
jUiit  behaciour,  the  gross  or  refined  Intemperauce, 
whicli  deluge  both  town  and  country  ? 

Suppose  the  annals  of  anyone  nnmerous  ^mUywere 
published,  how  many  volumes  miKht  be  (illcd  with  the 
ilelaiU  of  the  undue  fondness,  or  forbidding  coldne 
woiiity,  and  strife  which  break  out 
m  husbands  and  wii'es,  parents  and  children,  t 
s  and  sisters,  masters  and  domestics,  upper  and 
i.ifervtatu,  ftdl  What  ridiculous,  impertineal 


ivn  Heart,  and  gWe  tlie  public  n  niiuute  account  ul 
9  iuilienineut  Ihoagbts,  and  wild  iDtagiDaiioni  ; 
mauy  paragraphs  would  make  hliu  blush  1  Ho* 
pagea,  bf  preaeutiag  the  aatoniabed  rciuleT  with 
■k  or  a  blot,  would  deoiouatrale  the  Ciuth  of  St. 
I  asaertioii,  '  They  arc  all  gone  out  of  the  vaty, 
h  none  that  doeth  good,'  but  spoils  hid  bealwoi'lli 
uJxtDre  of  Fasential  evil  !  Far  theu  from  lindin?]| 
vastly  BOperlof  numbers,  who  in  safu  ubscnriiy 
rtDoasiy  and  lUDoceailr  employed.  ive  may  entry 
see  the  trntb  of  tiie  conffessiou,  nh'.di  our  oh- 
s  make  in  the  cfanrrii,"  There  is  no  health  in  UB." 
ij  every  vhere;  for  U  cabal  couGucil  to  the  court, 
lore  than  lewdness  lo  the  army,  and  profaDenenK 
navy  >  Does  nut  llic  lame  spirit  of  self-interest 
uCHijue,  which  iuQuences  the  choice  of  uiiuiacerB 
kte,  preside  also  at  the  eleclinn  of  members  of 
ment,  mayors  of  corporate  towns,  burgesnes  of 
ghs,  and  petty  ofllccra  in  a  country  parish  ?  We 
then,  (notwilhstandin);  the  unfurtuuate  cuntparl' 
in  which  tfal«  ubjecfion  Is  founded,)  conclude 
It  absurdity,  that,  as  all  meu  sooner  or  later  by 
lickness  aud  ricalb,  evidrnce  their  uatural  weak- 
id  mortality,  whether  they  lii-e  ia  bifirmaritt, 
I,  or  cottages;  so  all  mcu  sooner  or  later  by  tfaeir 
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uubclicf,*  forgetful  of  and  *  departing  from  the  living 
(iod.*  In  this  respect  *  there  is  no  difference  ;  all  the 
world  is  guilty  before  God.'  Bat  thanks  be  to  the  Father 
of  mercies,  all  do  not  remain  so.  Many  cherUh  the 
seed  of  rapematnral  grace,  which  we  ha?e  from  the  Re- 
deemer; they  bow  to  his  sceptre,  become  'new  creatmes, 
depart  from  iniquity,  and  are  zealous  of  good  works.' 
And  the  gradous  power,  that  renewed  them,  is  at  work 
upon  thousands  more ;  hourly  restraining  them  from 
much  evil,  and  daily  exciting  them  to  many  meftd 
actions. 

With  respect  to  the  harmlesineis,  for  which  mme 
unrenewed  persons  are  remarkable,  it  cannot  spring 
from  a  better  nature  than  that  of  their  fellow-mortala  i 
for  the  nature  of  all  fnen,  like  that  of  all  woltfes,  ia  the 
same  throughout  the  whole  species.  It  must  then  be 
owing  to  the  restraining  grace  of  God,  or  to  a  happier 
eonstitudon,  a  stricter  education,  a  deeper  sense  of 
decency,  or  a  greater  regard  for  their  character  ;  per-* 
haps  only  to  the  fear  of  consequences,  and  to  the  want 
of  natural  boldnesM,  or  of  a  suitable  temptation  and 
fair  opportunity  to  sin.  Nor  are  there  few  who  pass  for 
temperate,  merely  because  the  diabolical  pride  lurking 
iu  the  heart  scorns  to  stoop  so  low  as  to  indulge  their 
beastly  appetites :  While  others  have  the  undeserved 
reputation  of  good-natured,  because  they  find  more  de« 
light  iu  quietly  gratifying  their  sheepish  indolence  or 
brutal  desires,  than  iu  yielding  to  the  uneasy,  boister- 
ous tempers,  which  they  have  in  common  with  devils. 

As  to  the  virtues  by  which  some  of  the  unconverted 
di^tinguish  themselves  from  others,  they  either  spring 
from  God's  preventing  grace,  or  are  only  vices  in  dis- 
guise. The  love  of  praise,  the  desire  of  honour,  and 
the  thirst  of  gold,  excite  thousands  to  laudable  designs, 
and  useful  actions.  Wicked  men,  set  on  work  by  these 
powerful  springs,  do  lying  wonders  in  the  moral  world, 
as  the  magicians  did  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

They  counterfeit  divine  grace,  and  for  a  time  seem 

even  to  out- do  believers  themselves.    Hence  it  is,  that 

TP(»  frequently  see  the  indolent,  industrious;  the  coward, 

brare;  the  covetous, charitable;  thcPharisee, religious; 


■qI  omwardly  ;  but  within  we  foil  of  dead  men's 
lad  ufall  unclean neas." 

e  I  to  describe  Ibc  «uiiU  of  the  norld  by  a  rom- 
1,1  would  say  that  tome  of  them  resemble  persons, 
■tfully  conceal  their  ulcers  aoder  the  moit  a^ree- 
peacance  of  cleaaliaees  and  health.  Mitny  chat 
their  faces  and  looks,  little  suspect  what  a  putrid, 
t  fluid  runs  out  of  (heir  leeret  sores.  Others  of 
(Those  hypocrisy  a  uol  of  so  gloss  a  kind,  are 
rsODsiafcrtedwith  a  roorail  disease,  who,  though 
sa  of  their  blood  is  tainted,  and  simc  uoble  pari 
-d, still  walic about,  do  busincst,  and  look  as  fresh- 
:d  as  If  they  were  the  picture  of  healtli.  Ye 
olapiuB,  who,  williout  feeling  their  pulse,  and 
]y  weighing  every  ayinplom,  prononiiie  them 
ell  upon  their  look  alone,  do  ye  ngt  blunder  in 
just  as  my  objectors  do  in  divioity? 

But  still  (hey  urge,  "  that  It  Is  wrung  to  father 
pfulnesa  upon  a  pretended  natural  depravity, 
it  may  be  entirely  owing  to  the  force  of  111 
\e,  the  inAueiife  of  a  bad  edueaUou,  or  the 
rermcnts  of  youthful  blood." 
Eiese,  I  reply,  like  rich  soil  and  iBnk  manare. 
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and  obstinacy,  even  before  they  can  take  particular 
notice  of  ill  examples,  and  understand  bad  couuseU : 
And,  (3.)  'lliat  tboagh  uncleanness,  foroication,  and 
adultery,  on  account  of  the  shame  and  danger  attending 
them,  are  committed  with  so  much  secresy,  that  the 
esamplea  of  them  are  seldom,  if  ever,  given  in  public ; 
they  are  nevertheless  some  of  the  crimes  which  are 
most  universally  or  eagerly  committed. 

Besides,  if  we  were  not  more  inclined  to  vice  than 
virtue,  good  examples  would  be  as  common,  and  have 
as  much  force  as  bad  ones.  Therefore,  the  generality 
of  bad  examples  cannot  arise  but  from  the  general  rin« 
folness  of  man ;  and  to  account  for  this  general  sinful* 
ness  by  the  generality  of  bad  examples,  is  begging  the 
question,  and  not  proving  the  point. 

Add  to  this,  that  as  weeds,  since  the  curse,  grow  even 
in  fields  sown  with  the  best  wheat ;  so  vice,  since  the 
fall,  grows  in  the  midst  of  the  best  examples,  and  the 
most  exceUent  education :  Witness  the  barbarous  crimes 
committed  by  pious  Jacob's  children,  and  penitent 
Adam's  eldest  son. 

V.  "  But  If  Cain  sinned,"  say  our  objectors,  **  and 
all  mankind  sin  also,  it  is  no  more  than  Adam  himself 
once  did  by  his  own  free  choice,  though  he  was  created 
as  exempt  from  original  depravity  as  an  angel.  What 
need  is  there  then  to  suppose,  that  he  communicated 
to  his  posterity  an  Inbred  proneness  to  sin  ?" 

To  this  I  reply:  It  is  not  one  accident  or  single 
event,  bpt  a  continual  repetition  of  the  same  event,  that 
proves  a  proneness.  If  a  man,  who  is  perfectly  in  his 
senses,  by  some  unforeseen  accident  Mis  into  a  fit  of 
taiadness,  we  may  account  for  his  misfortune  from  that 
accident ;  and  no  certain  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the 
bodily  habit  of  his  family.  But  if  all  his  children 
through  a  hundred 'generations,  are  not  only  subject  to 
the  same  mad  fits,  but  also  die  in  consequence  of  them, 
in  all  sorts  of  climates,  and  under  all  sorts  of  physicians ; 
comoion  sense  will  not  allow  us  to  doubt,  that  it  is  now 
s  fysaily  disorder,  Incurable  by  human  art,   llie  man  is 


ami  these,  at  least,  niUBt  be  innoi'Mf  and  Aappy." 
I  then  considerthe  ainaseiaeDt4t  of  mankind  ;  or, 
',  without  stopping  to  look  at  the  wise  dance  of 
Taelites  roand  the  golilen  calf,  and  the  modest, 
,  and  humane  diversions  uf  the  Heathens,  in  the 
da  of  their  lewd,  dninken,  and  btoudy  goda;  let 
'.J  aec,how  tar  our  Dun  pleuaiires  demonstrate  the 
tncM  and  happineu  of  mankind. 
w  excessively  foolish  are  the  plays  of  cliildren  1 
full  of  mischief  and  cruelty  the  sports  of  boys  ! 
ndn,  foppish,  andfrothy  thejojsof  yonnR  people  I 
now  mncli  belnw  the  dignity  of  upright,  pare 
ires,  the  snares  that  persons  of  dilfereiit  fiexes  per- 
lly  lay  for  each  other  t  When  they  are  logetber, 
t  this  their  favourite  amusenieut,  till  they  are 
vedly  caught  iu  the  net  which  they  imprudently 
]  ?  Bat  see  lliem  asunder, 
re,  a  circle  of  idle  women,  supping  a  deroctioo  of 
3  herbs,  talk  or  laugh  all  together  like  so  many 
US  birds  or  chattering  monkcy»:,  and,  scandal 
ted,  every  way  to  as  good  purpose. — And  there  a 
tf  graver  men  blow,  by  tbc  hoar,  clouds  of  stink- 
noke  out  of  their  month,  or  wash  it  down  their 
t  with  repealed  draughts  of  intoxicating  liquors. 
itrodg  fnincs  hare  already  reached  their  heads ; 


I 


Ibr  a  whole  utghc,  and  ridicnloiulT  tomiiig  (heir  backs 
and  facestoeach  Difaer  a  linndrtd  different  wars.  Wonlil 
not  H  man  uf  aenae  prerer  niDniii^  tea  mileB  npoD  i 
uje/Ucrrund,  to  tli'is  nieless  man aer  of  losing  hia  reat, 
heating  liis  blood,  eihuantiDg  Ms  spirita,  anfitting  biik 
aelf  for  the  dadea  of  the  following  iaj,  and  laying  4 
faundation  of  a  putrid  ferer,  or  a  consampttoo, 'fl 
breathing  the  midnight  air  corrupted  by  clonda  at  dM 
by  die  itnwholeaome  funics  of  candles,  and  by  the  aiU 
pernicious  steam,  that  issues  from  the  bodies  of  i^H 
peraous,  who  use  a  strong  exercise  ■□  a  confined  pl^| 

In  the  next  room,  indeed,  they  are  moie  quiet;  M 
are  they  more  rationally  employed  ?  Why  do  thej  M 
earnestly  rattle  those  irory  cubes,  and  so  anxiously  stud} 
those  packs  of  loose  and  spotted  leaves  >  Is  bappineai 
grareji  opon  the  one,  or  stamped  upon  die  other.' 
Ansnrer,  ye  gamesters,  who  cnrse  your  stars,  as  ye  go 
home  with  an  empty  purse  and  a  heart  full  of  rage  ! 

"  We  hope  there  Is  no  harm  ia  tahing  an  innoceni 
game  at  cards,"  reply  a  ridiculous  party  of  superan- 
nuated old  ladies  ;  "  gain  ia  not  our  aim,  we  only  play 
to  kilt  time."    Von  are  not  then  so  well  employed  as 
the  foolish  Heathen  Emperor,  who  amased  himself  in 
kllllog  troublesome  fliea  and  wearisome  time  together. 
The  delight  of  rational  ereaiores,  much  more 
tiann  on  the  brink  of  the  grave.  Is  to  redeem,  Impro 
and  solidly  enjoy  time;  but  yonre,  alas !  consists  in' 
bare,  irreparable  fair  of  that  iovalnable  treas 
what  account  will  yon  give  of  the  aoula  yon  neglect,  I 
the  talents  you  bury  ■ 

I  ihall  wB  kill  ooh  di; ;    If  triBing  kUi. 


And  are  public  diversions  better  evidences  of  c 
ionucence  and  liappiness.'  Let  reason  decide.  iDcilles, 
some  are  lavish  of  the  gold,  which  should  be  laid  by  for 
fej»yiWMtofH»wrdebli,  or  the  relief  of  the  poor,  lo 


bu;  an  opportunity  of  Mtiii;  ander  a  mask  an  impertl- 
wnt  or  iinmodeal  part  without  a  hiasli ;  and  others  are 
^ilty  ofthf  same  iujusticeur  prodigality,  tliaC  Iheyma]' 
be  entitled  to  the  honour  of  wailing  npou  a  fompaii)'  of 
idle  hulfooiis,  and  seeing  Ihem  act  what  wonld  malie  a 
modest  woman  blnsb,  or  hearing  them  speab  what  pcr- 
Mns  of  tme  piety,  or  pure  laorala,  would  gladly  pay 

Are  coanlrg  amasemeots  more  rational  and  innocent? 
What  shall  we  aay  of  those  Chriatlaa,  or  rather  Hea- 
tbenisb,  fes^vals,  called  /fate», annually  kept  in  lioDoar 
of  the  Saint  to  whom  the  parieh^charch  was  fonnrrly 
dedicated  ?  Are  they  iint  cekbrated  with  the  idlene.t*, 
nmity,  and  debanehery  of  the  FloralU  ;  with  the  noise, 
liots,  and  frantic  mir^  of  the  Bacchanalsj  rather  than  , 
nith  the  decent  solemnity,  pious  cheerfulueus,  and 
■trict  temperance,  which  characterize  the  religion  of 
Ibe  boly  Jesus  ? 

^e  diaiset  are  held,  the  Judge  passes  an  awful  sen- 
lencB  of  transportation  or  death  upon  guilty  wretches 
\hu  stand  pale  and  ciembling  before  his  tribunal ;  and 
tweutj  conple  of  gay  gencltmen  and  ladies,  aa  if  they 
t^oiced  in  the  inlamy  and  deatructiou  of  their  feltuw- 
mortals,  birc,on  the  occasion,  aband  of  muuiciaua,  and 
dance  all  ntght,  perhaps  in  the  very  apartment,  where 
the  distraitted  victims  of  jastlce,  a  few  hours  before, 
wiDDg  their  hands,  and  rattled  their  irons. 

The  i?acej  are  advertised;  alltbccouutry  ininmolion  ; 
ndther  busiueiis,  rain,  nor  storm,  can  prevent  thousands 
from  running  for  miles,  and  sometimes  through  the 
worst  of  roads,  to  feast  their  eyes  upon  the  dauger  of 
their  fellow- creatures,  and  divert  themselves  with  the 
misery  of  the  most  ugefnl  animals.  Dating  mortals 
hazard  their  neelis  upon  swift  conrscrs,  which  are  tor- 
tared  by  the  severest  lashes  of  the  whip,  and  incessant 
pricks  ot  tearing  gashes  of  (he  »ipur,  that  they  may  exert 
their  utmost  force,  strain  every  nerve,  and  niakecon- 
tinaed  efforts  even  beyond  the  powers  of  nature  ; 
Whence,  [to  say  nothing  of  fatal  accidents,  which  yei, 
^Mpi !  too  frequently  happen,)  they  sometimes  ^anl  &S'V%] 


ftcir  wretched  lives  in  a  bnth  of  sweat  and  blood ;  and 
kll  thU,  that  they  may  afford  u  barbaiouN  pleasnrelo 
their  idle,  wanton,  and  barbarous  beholders. 

Id  one  place  the  inbuman  sport  it  afforded  bfU 
■nbapp;  bird,  lixcd  at  some  dbtance,  that  tbe  xana  at 
cneltjr  may  long  exercise  their  merciless  skill  in  itn  Kb* 
geriDg  and  painful  descnirlion ;  or  by  two  of  thea 
trained  np,  and  high  fed  for  the  battle.  'Cbe  boor  filed 
for  the  obstinate  engagement  is  cume;  and  as  if  itwai 
not  enough  that  ttiey  should  pick  eacl  other's  eyes  on^ 
ttith  the  strong  bills  that  nalui-ehasgit-eu  them;  bDmaB 
malice,  or  rather  diabolical  craelty,  conies  totheasdo* 
■nee  of  their  native  fierceoeas.  Silver  spurs,  or  sted 
tilous,  sharper  than  those  of  the  eagle,  arc  barboronslT 
bitencd  to  their  feet;  tbos  armed,  they  are  exinted  to 
leaip  at  each  ottier,  and,  in  a  hundred  repealed  aaielM, 
toteartheirfeaibersandQesh.asiftheywcrecoatendiiiB 
mltures;  and  if  at  last  one  blinded,  covered  with  Uood' 
mnd  wounds,  and  nuable  to  stand  any  louger  the  metalUe 
«1bW8  of  his  antagonist,  enters  into  the  agonies  of  dealh'l 
die  uamerous  ring  of  stamping,  clapping,  shoadnig 
Mgerly  belting,  or  horridly  cursing  spectators,  1b  M 
Iiighly  delighted,  as  if  the  tortured,  dying  creature  wai, 
fiie  common  enemy  of  uianldnd. 

In  another  place,  a  multitude  of  spectators  is  delighl* 
foUj  enterliUnHi  by  two  brawny  men,  who  unmercifoUr 
knock  one  another  down,  as  if  tbey  were  oxen  appointei 
for  the  slaughter,  and  continue  the  savage  play,  till  one, 
irith  his  flesh  bruised  and  his  bones  shattered,  bleeding 
and  gasping  OS  in  the  pangs  of  death,  yieids  to  bis  antM 
gonist,  and  thus  puts  an  end  to  the  shocking  sport 

Bui  it  id,  perhaps,  a  different  spectacle  ^at  recom* 
mends  itself  to  the  bloody  tasteof  our  bapii/edHeaOiem, 
Fierce  doga  are  escited  by  fiercer  men,  with  fury  to  faslem 
upon  the  nose,  or  tear  out  the  eyes,  of  a  poor  contine4 
Bnlmal,  which  pierces  the  sky  with  his  p<iinfnl  and 
lamentable  brtiowings,  enough  to  force  compa.s»i on  fron 
tlie  h^rt  of  barbariaus,  not  totally  lost  to  all  sense  of 
hnmBnily :  Whilst,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Nurrounding, 
I  .MMrage  mob  rends  tlie  very  heavens  with  the  most  horrid  ^ 


efiuemenu,  have  fixed  Ihcirabodc '.  But,  intbe 
DiDiiioniiense.how  caune  clear  them  from  the 
n  of  absurdity,  foliy,  and  mndaeas  ?  And  bj 
eoDS cim  they  be  reconciled,!  trill  not  aay  to  tbe 
.  of  the  meek  Jesax,  but  to  the  philusopbj  of  a 
ir  calm  reason  of  any  thinking  roan  ?  How  per- 
must  be  the  taste,  how  irrational  aiid  cruel  the 
OS  of  barbarians,  in  other  parts  of  the  globe !  , 
IT  applicable  to  all  the  wise  maa'a  obsenation, 
hnens  is  bonnd  Dp  in  the  heart  of  a  child,  and 
i  io  the  breasts  of  the  noat  of  men!' 


totalcormptioti  of  our  nature  appears,  not  only 
ioclination  of  mankind  to  pursue  irrational  and 
Tnusenieabi,  but  in  their  general  propensity  to 
:  the  most  unprofitable,  ridiculoui,  iiiAuman, 
t,  and  diabolical  sIrk. 
The  moat  vnprafiiable :    For  instance,  that  of 
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sportinc:  in  profane  oaths  and  curses  with  the  tremend- 
ous name  of  the  Supreme  Being.  *  Because  of  sweariBg 
the  laud  mourueth/  said  a  Prophet,  thousands  of  years 
ago ;  and  what  land  even  in  Christendom,  yea,  what 
parish  in  this  Reformed  island  monms  not,  or  ought  not 
to  monrn,  for  the  same  provoking  crime  ? — a  crime, 
which  is  the  hellish  offspring  of  practical  atheism  and 
Heathenish  insolence — a  crime,  that  brings  neither  profit, 
honour,  nor  pleasure  to  the  profane  wretch  who  commits 
it — a  crime,  for  which  he  may  be  put  to  open  shame, 
forced  to  appear  before  a  magistrate,  and  sent  for  ten 
days  to  the  house  of  correction,  unless  he  pays  an  igno- 
minious fine ;  and  what  is  more  awful  still, — a  crime, 
which,  if  persisted  in,  will  one  day  cause  him  to  gnaw 
his  impious  tongue  in  the  severest  torments.  Surely 
man,  who  drinlcs  this  insipid,  and  yet  destructive,  ini- 
quity like  water,  must  have  his  moral  taste  strangely 
vitiated,  not  to  say,  diabolically  per\'erted. 

2ndly.  The  most  ridiculous  sins.  In  what  country, 
town,  or  village,  do  not  women  betray  their  sUly  vanity  ? 
Is  it  not  the  same  foolish  disposition  of  heart,  which 
makes  them  bore  their  ears  in  Europe,  and  slit  their 
noses  in  America,  that  they  may  unnaturally  graft  in 
their  fle^h  pieces  of  glass,  shiniug  pebbles^  glitt^ng 
gold,  or  trinkets  of  meaner  metal  ?  And  when  female 
Hottentots  fancy  they  add  to  the  importance  of  their 
filthy  person,  by  some  yards  of  the  bloody  intestines  of  a 
beast,  twisted  round  their  arms  or  necks,  do  they  not 
evidence  the  very  spirit  of  the  ladies  in  our  hemisphere, 
who  too  oiten  measure  their  dignity  by  the  yards  of 
coloured  silk  bands,  with  which  they  crown  themselves, 
and  turn  the  grave  matron  into  a  pitiful  May-queen  ? 

3dly.  The  most  inhuman  sins.  "  A  hundred  thou- 
sand mad  animals,  whose  heads  are  covered  with  hats," 
says  Voltaire,  "  advance  to  kill,  or  to  be  killed  by,  the 
like  number  of  their  fellow-mortal,  covered  with  tur- 
bans. By  this  strange  procedure  they  want,  at  best,  to 
decide  whether  a  tract  of  land,'  to  which  none  of  them 
all  lays  any  claim,  shall  belong  to  a  certain  man  whom 
tbeycajl  Sultan^  or  to  another  whom  they  name  Caesar, 


M  atoms  this  earthly  ball,  the  blooily  neel  of 
dicoloua  nmrderers!" 

Hiiue  antlior  makes  elee where  the  rollowini^  re- 
■a,  DD  (he  same  melancholy  auhjccc ;  "  Famloe, 
nee,  aud  wnr,  arc  the  three  mutt  famoiiH  Ingte- 
Df  thU  lower  world.  The  two  first  come  froiD 
but  the  last,  in  which  all  three  cniirur,  comen 
le  imagination  of  prioCEB  or  ministers, — A  kitig 
;  that  he  has  a  riglit  to  a  distant  province.  He 
t  iDUltitade  of  men,  who  hare  nothing  to  do,  and 
S  to  lose  i  gires  them  a  red  cuat  and  a  lacedjhai, 
ikes  them  wheel  to  (he  right,  wheel  to  the  left, 
ireh  to  glory.  Five  or  six  of  these  belligeretit 
.  eomtitimes  enpge  together,  three  itcaiust  three, 

against  fonr :  Bat  whatever  part  they  tube,  tliey 
X  in  one  point,  which  is,  to  do  their  neighbour 
islble  misehief.  The  most  antotiiBhing  thing, 
ing  to  their  infrrDal  nodettaking,  i«,  that  every 
der  of  those  mordcrers,  gets  his  coloura  conse- 

and  solemnly  blesaed  in  tlie  name  of  God,  be- 
!  marches  up  to  the  devtruction  of  his  fellow- 
■ex.  If  a  chief  warrior  has  had  the  good  fortune 
ing  only  two  or  three  thousand  men  slaughtered, 
9  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  lli:ink  Cod  for 
t  if  ten  thotiiand  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  and 


divim,  "  all  the  polite  sad  barbarous  uatioag  amon 
thp  Healhens,  pjan^  into  it  witb  equal  biiDdaei 
Aod  the  Jewi  were  mi  slrongly  wedded  lo  it,  tbai  Qod 
miraenloDt  iaterpoBlttoa,  buih  by  dreadful  judgmea 
and  aatoniihiDg  mercies,  euulil  not  for  eight  baodrt 
ycart  rcitraiu  them  from  cooiaiiMiuB  it  tu  the  njostt 
niaaaer." 

Nor  Deed  we  look  at  either  Healheus  or  Jcwi  In  « 
the  proneness  of  mantinrt  lo  that  detestable  crimi 
Christians  aloue  cau  prove  the  charge.  To  this  da 
the  greateet  part  of  them  pray  to  draJ  lueu  aud  dei 
woiueu ;  bow  tu  linages  of  stone,  aud  crosses  of  wooc 
and  nialfe,  adore,  and  swaUow  down,  the  wafer-Got 
And  those,  who  pitf  them  for  this  ridlcnloaa  idolatr 
mi  coarertim;  grace  interpoics,  daily  '  set  up  their  ido 
in  their  hearts,'  and,  without  going  to  the  plain 
Dnra,  sacrifice  all  to  the  king's '  goldea  image.* 

And  fithly.  The  most  diabolical  sin  ;  ptrteatiio 
that  favourite  offspring  of  Satan  traasfoiincd  into  i 
angel  of  light,  i'cnrcufwn,  that  bloody,  bypocritic 
inousler,  which  carries  a  Bible,  a  Liturgy,  aud  a  bund 
of  CanoDS  Id  one  hand;  with  fire  faggots,  aud  all  t] 
weapons  ipreuted  by  cruelty  in  the  other;  and  n! 
aaocufied  luulio,  distresses,  racks,  or  murders  me 
either  because  they  love  God,  or  because  (hey  cano 
all  think  alike. 

Time  would  fail  to  tell  of  those,  who,  on  reiigio 
accounts,  hare  been  stoucd  and  sawn  asunder  by  tJ 
Jews,  cast  to  the  lions  aud  burned  by  the  Heathen 
strangled  and  impaled  by  the  Mahometans,  and  be 
cbercd  all  manner  of 'ways  by  the  Christians. 

Yes,  we  mu^t  cunfeaa  it,  Christian  Itotiie  halh  glntt 
herself  witii  tJie  blood  of  martyrs,  which  Heathenii 
Rome  had  but  comparatively  tasted ;  And  when  Prote 
tanis  fled  from  her  bloody  pale,  they  bronght  a]o! 
with  them  too  much  of  her  bloody  spirit.  Prore  tl 
lad  assertion,  poor  Seneius  I  When  a  Romish  I 
i]nIiition  had  forced  tiiee  to  fly  to  Genera,  what  rece 
tion  didst  thun  meet  with  in  that  Reformed  city  ?  Ala 
fc  Rj^ito  had  bmned  thee  in  efflp}  the  ProtMtai 
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burned  thee  in  realilf,  aai  Moloch  iriumplied  W  «ec 
the  two  ojipciMte  parties  agree  id  oSering  bjm  the  hu- 

So  univcreallj  rettlesa  Is  ibe  spirit  o(  pcraecatlon 
vhich  iospirei  iJie  uareuewed  part  of  uiauhiud,  tbat 
vhea  people  of  the  aauie  religion  have  do  oatward 
upposer  lo  tear,  they  harli  at,  bite,  and  deranr  one 
luoCher.  Is  it  not  the  same  biller  zeal,  itukt  made  the 
I'harisees  and  Saddueees  among  the  Jews,  aud  novr 
makes  the  !<ects  of  AH  and  Omar  Euoong  the  Maho- 
uetaiii,  those  of  the  Jauaenisu  and  Moliiiists  among 
ihe  Papiaia,  and  those  of  the  Calvliiiats  and  Arminiani 
inong  the  Frotescante,  oppots  each  other  with  gnch 
jcrinaony  and  virulence  ? 

But  let  us  look  around  as  at  home ;  When  persecut-  ' 
ing  Popery  had  almost  expired  iu  the  fii'ca,  in  whii:h  il 
baroed  our  first  church-men,  how  soon  did  thoK  who 
surrived  them  commence  persecutors  of  the  PresbyU' 
rians?  Wlieu  tbese,  forred  to  fly  to  New  England 
(or  rest,  got  there  (he  Btaff  of  power  in  their  band, 
did  they  nut  in  their  tnm  fall  upon,  and  even  hang  the 
UDBltere  >  And  now  that  an  act  of  toleration  blndi 
the  monster,  and  the  lasb  of  pens  coufecrated  to  the 
defence  of  our  ciyil  and  religious  !iberlien,  makea  him 
either  afraid  or  ashamed  of  roarinj;  aloud  for  liis  prey  ; 
does  he  not  show,  by  his  anperciliona  looks,  malicious 
toeer),  and  settled  contempt  of  vital  piety,  whai  he 
would  do,  should  an  opportunity  offer?  And  does  he 
obi  still,  under  artful  pretences,  go  to  the  utmost  length 
of  his  chain,  to  woand  (he  rcpiitaUon  of  those,  whom 
he  cannot  devour,  and  inflict  at  least  academie  death* 
npon  tho.'ie  whose  persons  are  happily  secured  from  liia 
rage? 

O  ye  nuconvcTted  among  mankind,  if  all  (heie 
ibomi nations  every  where  break  out  upon  yon  ;  what 
cages  of  Dndean  birds,  what  nests  swarming  with 
cmel  riper*,  are  yonr  '  deceitful  and  desperately  wicked 


92  AN   APPEAL.  [PABT 


TWENTY -Firm   ARGUMENT. 

How  dreadfully  fallen  is  man,  if  be  has  not  only  a 
propensity  to  commit  the  above-mentioned  sins,  bat 
to  transgress  the  divine  commands  with  a  variety  of 
shorkiug  aggravations ! — ^Yes,  manltind  are  prone  to 
sin: 

1.  immediateljff  by  a  kind  of  evil  instinct :  As  chil- 
dren, who  peevishly  strike  the  very  breast  they  snck  ; 
and  betray  the  rage  of  their  little  hearts,  by  sobbing 
and  swdllug,  sometimes  till,  by  forcing  tlieir  bowels 
ont  of  their  place,  they  bring  a  rupture  upon  them- 
selves ;  and  frequently  till  they  are  black  in  the  £ices, 
and  almost  suffocated. — 11.  Deliberately,  as  thoee,  who, 
hanug  life  and  death  clearly  set  before  them,  wilfully 
and  obstinately  chooic  the  way  that  leads  to  certain 
destruction. — III.  Repeatedly:  Witness  liars,  who,  be- 
cause their  crime  costs  them  but  a  breath,  frequently 
commit  it  at  every  breath. — IV.  Continually,  as  rakes, 
who  would  make  their  whole  life  one  uuiuterniptcd  scene 
of  debauchety,  if  their  exhausted  strength,  or  purse, 
did  not  force  them  to  intermit  their  lewd  practices  ; 
though  not  without  a  promitsc  to  renew  them  again  at 
the  first  convenient  opportunity. — ^V.  Treacherously, 
as  those  Christians,  who  forget  divine  mercies,  and 
their  own  repeated  resolutions,  break  through  the  so- 
lemn vows  and  promises  made  in  their  sacraments,  and 
sinning  with  a  high  hand  against  their  profession  per- 
fidiously fly  in  the  face  of  their  conscience,  the  church, 
and  their  Saviour. — ^VI.  Daringly,  as  those  who  steal 
nnder  the  gallows,  openly  insult  theii*  parents  or  their 
king,  laugh  at  all  laws  human  and  divine,  and  put  to 
defiance  all  that  are  invested  with  power  to  see  them 
executed. — VII.  Triumphantly,  as  the  vast  number  of 
those  who  glory  in  their  shame,  sound  aloud  the  trumpet 
of  their  own  wickedness,  aud  boast  of  their  horrid, 
repeated  debaucheries,  as  admirable  and  praiseworthy 
deeds. — ^VIII.  Progressively,  till  they  have  filled  up  the 
measnre  of  their  iniquities,  as  individuals:  Witness 
Judas,  who,  from  covetousness,  proceeded  to  hypocrisy, 


theft.treaHon, despair, and (elf-mnnler:  Or,miii<itw'i, 
witness  the  Jews,  whu,  after  despiniug  and  tiUiug  ilicir 
pmphets,  rejected  Uie  Son  of  God;  affirmed  be  »ui 
mad;  stigmatized  bira  willi  tlie  name  of  Dece'wer ,-  said 
be  wiia  Seriiebab  himself;  offered  him  all  luauuer  uf 
indiguitiea  j  booght  bis  biuod  ;  prajed  it  Qiit;!i[  be  cm 
them  and  their  children ;  rested  ont,  (ill  they  Iiad  put 
ibe  Prince  o/Li/n  to  ^le  most  ignomltiioua  death ;  mid, 
horrible  tu  say !, made  iport  with  the  groans,  which  rent 
the  rockd  around  tbcw,  and  threw  the  eartli  intu  cuu- 
tdIsIous  nnder  tbelr  ^et. — IX.  UnnaluroUs :  (1-]  By 
lulomihing  barliarilUi .-  A»  the  women,  wbo  mardir 
their  otvu  children ;  tlie  Greeks  and  Rumaus,  who  ex 
posed  theiD  U  be  die  lirlng  prej  of  wild  beasM  ;  'Hie 
lavages,  who  bnoclc  cbeir  aged  parents  on  the  head ;  the 
dnniUila,  who  roast  aiid  eat  their  prisonEts  of  war;  aoil 
some  reveDgeful  people,  who,  to  laste  all  the  sweecuesa 
of  their  devili^  passion,  ha<^  msrdercd  their  enemy, 
and  eateu  op  bi»  lirer  and  beatt.  (2.)  By  the  uunt 
diabolical  mperitUioni :  As  the  Israelites,  who,  when 
tbey  had  'learned  tlie  worki  of  the  HeBlhens,  sacrificed 
their  SODS  aud  (heir  daughters  lo  devils;  and  by  the 
horrible  practices  of  wilchcrafC,  endeavoured  to  raiEe 
and  deal  with  infernal  spirits ;  And  (3.)  by  tbc  most 
prepotterousgratificattoDia/ieiue:  Witness  the  incestsj] 
and  npei  committed  in  this  lind  ;  the  infamous  fires, 
which  drew  Rre  aud  brimstone  down  from  heareo  upon 
accursed  cidea;  and  the  horrid  lasts  of  Che  Canaanlteit, 
Ibougli,  alas  !  not  confined  to  Canaan,  which  gate  birth 
lo  the  laws  recorded  Lev.  xviii.  7,  23,  and  xx.  16 ;  J 
I  Tlwn 


«n  whtoh  Hipyod  the  PaHbhH 

if  IhatdiBMlo  preach 

Jie  mlllen  In  hit 

-M  (he  hotrn 

tag* 

immoialilj-    tJ 

tir  of  than,  wh 

OK^&lhPI    WdS 

luneeJ 

Bgh™«!l.-fran. 

a  i>*ii  tkugliKr  ID  Ihe  fiwaae  at 

tiiiownwif^. 

^^»r.' 

ua  fian  <!ainpk.11iig  hit  crime,  b 

airaeihof  Uie 

i*ednasibrmX  out  Into  ludi  ui 

who  would  no 

book  ihraiigb 

thchedgBof  D 

anonlQl 

liWMUurr.uil 

iihUUhop -ras 

dHlrf,  raovicK 

^i<4c 

E 

9i  AN   APITAL.  [f*BT.' 

liwf  Ibat  are  at  once  tljc  di!|;race  ofmaDklDd.aDd  t 
pruDfofmyitsBerUun.— X.  What  i;  moat  aatoauhl^ 
of  all,  Ljr  apoilacs :  Ai  those  who,  having  '  bcgno  in  4[^ 
Spirit,'  and  'tasted'  the  bittemess  of  repenland^ 
*  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  power;  of  tbe  wmII 
to  ccnie,  make  shipwreck  of  the  faitb,  deu;  the  Lwt 
ttiat  bought  tlictn,  account  the  blood  of  the  core  ~ 
wbcicwith  they  were  janctlfied  an  unholj  thing;' 
10  scandaloDily  'end  In  the  Sesh,'  that  tbcy  are  jntl^ 
cDiiijmred  to  'trees  wttbered,  pincked  np  by  the  rooMi 
twice  dpad,"  and  to  '  raging  waves  of  tlic  sea,  foomi^ 
oat  tbelr  own  shnme,  to  wbom  In  rcEcrrcd  the  black, 
iicu  of  daj'knea*  for  ever.' 

Good  God  <  what  line  ran  fathom  an  abysa  of  «)rntp> 
lion.the  overflowings  of  whichareroofcorle^satten del' 
with  these  aialtiplicd  and  shucking  aggravations  f 


If  the  force  of  a  torrent  may  be  known  hj  thehd^^' 
and  number  ofthe  banks  which  itoverflottB,theatreDg4. 
of  this  corruption  will  be  rightly  estimated  from  flM(' 
high  and  nanierous  dikes  raised  vt  stem  it,  which  nevet^ 
theleas  it  continually  breaks  throngli. 

Ignorance  and  debauchery,  Injustice  and  Impiety 
In  all  their  shapes,  still  overspread  tlie  whole  earthy 
notwithstanding  iunanierable  means  used,  in  aU  aga, 
to  sappress  and  prevent  them. 

The  almost  total  extirpation  of  mankind  by  the  de- 
Inge,  the  fiery  showers  that  consumed  Sodom,  the  KB 
E^ption  plagues,  the  entire  exdsion  of  whule  naQont* 
who  were  once  famous  far  their  wickedness,  Ihe  cap-' 
tivities  of  the  Jews,  tbe  destruction  of  thousands  of' 
cities  and  kingdoioEi,  and  milUona  of  more  private  jn^- 
ments,  never  fully  stopped  immorality  la  any  one 
HMiutry, 
>  The  striking  miracles  wrought  by  prophets,  the 
•larming  sermons  preached  by  divines,  tlicinliniienom- 
bei'  of  gicd  books  published  in  almost  all  langnagel, 
Bod  liie  founding  of  myriads  of  churches,  religiou 
buuaes,  schools,  colleges,  and  uDiversities,  have  not  ycl 


caused  impiet)'  to  hide  Ita  bmzen  taee  unj  where.  Tbe 
iDiikine  of  all  sorts  of  escelleut  Iswi,  the  appomtiog  of 
magiatritea  wd  judges  M)  put  them  in  force,  the  form- 
ing of  atisociationa  for  the  reformation  of  Riaiiiiers,tbe 
filling  of  thonsands  of  prisons,  and  crectinij  of  millionB 
of  racks  nud  ^lowe,  have  not  yet  suppresKcd  one  vice. 

And  Tvhat  h  moat  amaning  of  all,  the  life,  mirades, 
safferinga,  drath,  and  lieaveuly  doctrine  of  the  Soa  of 
God ;  the  labours,  writings,  and  martyrdom  of  his  dit- 
riplca;  the  example  andenlreatiesofiDillioni  that  hare 
lived  aud  died  in  the  faith ;  the  inexpressible  horron 
and  frigbtfnl  warainga  of  ihonsaads  of  wicked  men, 
whohare  testified  in  their  last  moments,  that  they  had 
worked  out  their  dainuaUou,  and  were  just  going  to  their 
OWD  place  :  Thehlood  of  myriads  of  martyrs,  the  >trlv~ 
ings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  dieadful  cnrses  of  the  lair, 
and  tbe  glarions  promifea  of  the  gonpel. — AH  iheee 
means  Cojjetherhave  nutextirpated  initnorality  and  pro- 
fimenesa  out  of  one  single  town  or  village  In  all  tha 
world  ;  no,  nor  out  of  one  siagle  family  for  any  length 
of  time.  And  this  will  probaliiy  continne  to  be  the 
desperate  caw  of  maakind,  till  tbe  Loi'd  lays  to  his 
powerfol  band  ^  Esconds  these  means  by  tbe  tontiniuii 
Btrokes  of  the  sword  of  his  Spirit;  '  pleads  by  fir«  aod 
award  with  all  flesh;'  and,  according  to  hia  promise, 
caiuea  '  rlghleoaaDeaa  to  cover  the  earth  as  the  water 
covers  the  sea.' 

Is  not  this  a  demonstration  fonnded  on  matter  of 
£ict,  tliathniuan  comipliou  is  not  only  deep  as  tbe  ocean, 
bnt  impetuous  as  an  overflowing  river,  which  breaks 
down  all  ils  banks,  and  leaves  marlis  of  devastation  in 
every  place  ?  'J'bis  will  still  appear  in  a,  clearer  light. 
If  we  consider  the  strong  oppoaitton,  which  our  natural 
depravity  toaltes  to  divine  grace  in  the  unconverted. 


When  the  Lord,  by  the  rod  of  affliction,  'the  sword 
of  the  Spirit,'  and  the  power  of  bis  grace,  attacks  tbe 
bard  heart  of  a  sinner ;  how  obstinately  does  he  resist  the 
sharp,  though  graeioo.f,  ojierailou !  To  raa\;e  anlwmow- 
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able  and  vigorous  defenre,  he  pats  on  the  shlniog  rohei 
of  his  formalitj ;  he  ataads  Sim  ia  the  boaaied  ennoor 
(rfhia  moral  powerg;  he  'daubs  with  nntempered  mor- 
tar' the  ruiuoDi  '  wall '  of  hiB  couduct ;  with  Klf- 
righteons  resolutiong,  and  Pharisaic  iirofeBsione  of 
Tiitue,  he  boilds,  u  he  thinks,  ao  Impregnable  tonei ; 
be  mmterg  and  draws  up  iu  battle-array  his  poor  worti, 
artfullf  putting  in  tlie  front  those  that  make  the  fineit 
■ppearauce,  and  carefully  concealing  the  rices,  which 
he  can  neither  disguiee,  nor  dreM  np  in  the  regimentals 
of  virtue. 

In  the  inean  time,  be  prepare!  '  the  carnal  n-eaponi 
□f '  his  *  warfare,'  and  raitet  the  battery  of  a  multitude 
of  objections  to  silence  the  truth  that  begins  Co  gall  him. 
Het^rms,  "The  preachers  oflt  are  dei^eittfra  andinad- 
nKn,"  till  he  sees  the  Jews  and  Heathens  fixed,  even 
upon  Christ  and' St.  Paul,  the  very  shidc  opprobrious 
namea  :  He  calls  It  "  a  uen  doctrlue,"  till  he  is 
obliged  to  ackuowledge  that  it  ia  as  old  ae  the  Re- 
former*, the  apostles,  and  the  prophets  :  He  says,  "  It 
to  fancy,  delusion,  enthasiaam,"  till  the  blessed  eff^i 
of  It,  on  true  believers,  constrain  him  to  drop  the  trite 
and  ilaaderoBs  assendon  :  He  declares,  that  it  "  driiei 
people  one  of  their  senses,  or  makes  them  melancholy," 
tUl  be  ta  compelled  to  confess,  that  '  the  fear  of  the 
Ijord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,'  and  that  none  are  w 
happy  and  joyful,  a^t  those  who  truly  love,  and  zealously 
serve,  God ;  He  urges,  that  "  it  destroys  good  works," 
till  a  sight  of  the  readiness  uf  believers,  and  of  his  own 
backwardneas,  to  perform  them,  makes  him  ashnraed  of 
the  groundless  accusation  :  He  will  tell  yoa  twenty 
times  over, "  There  is  no  need  of  so  much  ado,"  till  he 
discoFers  the  folly  of  being  caicleas  on  th«  brinit  of 
eternalnia,  and  observes,  that  the  nearness  ot  temporal 
dangerpati  hiio  uponthentmoatcxertiouof  his  powers: 
Perhaps,  to  get  himself  a  name  among  his  prolane 
companions,  he  lampoons  the  scriptures,  or  '  casts  onl 
fti'ebrHuds  and  arrows'  against  the  despised  disciples  of 
Jesas:  "They  are  all  poor  and  illiterate,"  says  he, 
(."ibo/soriiiares,  diealsanihypocriles,"  Ac.,  &c.,  till 
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Bd  of  God  atops  hU  moiilb,  and  be  tea  himidf 

Jmcki  hj^ocrite  with  whom  hi  is  Hcqaaloted. 

Bn  bj  sQcb  heavy  charges  he  has  long  kept  of  the 

Prom  his  heart,  and  the  servants  of  God  from  hU 

Bay,  this  kind  of  ainmnnition  begins  lo  fail ;  and 

■rricades  himself  with  the  fear  of  being  nndone  In 

■rcuiDitancea,  till  experience  convincea  )iim,  that 

fcood  thing  shall  God  wiilihold  from  them  that  live 

Elf  life,'  and  that  '  all  things  shall   be  added  to 

I,  who  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God.'    He  then 

9  himself  in  the  crowd  of  Ihe  ungodlf,  and  eajt, 

She  perishes,  many  will  share  the  same  fate,"  till  be 

%  the  glaring  absurdity  of  going  to  hell  for  the  sake 

■company.    He  ehelteM  at  last  imder  the  protection 

f  the  rich,  the  great,  the  learned  despisers  of  ChrlM 

|d  the  cross,  till  the  mines  of  their  wicked n ess, spring- 

1  all  sides  around  him,  make  him  fly 'to the 

Inctuary  of  the   Lord  ;*  and  there  he  sees  the  wayi, 

~  'understands  the  ends,  ofthesemcn.' 

When  all  his  batteiies  are  silenced,  and  a  breach  is 

nade  iu  his  coasdence,  he  looks  oBt  for  some  secret 

tvf  to  leave  Sodom,  wlthont  being  taken  notice  of  attd 

lerided  by  those  who  fight  under  Satan's  banner ;  and 

be  fear  of  being  taken  for  one  of  them  that  '  fly  from 

be  wrath  to  coiae,'  aud  openly  take  the  part  of  a  holy 

lod  aguDsl  a  sinful  world, '  pierces  him  ihroogh  with 

Are  the  outworks  takeu  i,  has  he  been  forced  to  part 
nth  his  gross  immoralities  },  be  has  generally  recourse 
)  a  variety  of  stratagems  :  Sometimes  be  publicly  div- 
lissesSatan's  garrisoq, 'fleshly  lusts  which  vrar against 
9e*  godly,  and  keep  under  the  nngodly  '  soul ;'  but  It 
I  only  to  let  them  iu  again  secretly,  either  one  by  one, 
r  with  forces  teem  times  greater,  '  so  that  his  last 
(ate  ts  worse  tban  tbe  first.'  At  other  times  he  hoists 
ip  the  white  flag  of  truth,  apparently  yields  to  convic- 
ioD,  favours  tbe  ministers  of  tbe  gospel,  admits  (he 
aogaage  of  Canaan,  and  warmly  contends  for  cangeli- 
■I  doctrines  I  bnt,  alas!  the  place  has  not  gutren- 
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fared,  bU  heart  ij  not  given  op  to  God  ;  ipiritual  nlcb- 
cdueia,  under  fair  >bow>  of  zeal,  atill  keejis  posiession 
tat '  the  god  of  this  world ;"  and  the  shrewd  hypocrite 
■nCnlly  itnltatef  Ibe  behaviour  of  a  true  Israelite,  juU 
M '  Satan  iranaforms  himself  luto  an  angel  of  tlghL' 

Is  be  at  last  deeply  couvinced,  that  the  only  meaua  of 
•Kapiug  destruction,  and  capltiilatiog  to  advantage,  U 
to  dclirer  up  the  traitor  Sin  t  Yet  what  a  long  parley 
doea  he  hold  shout  it !  What  a  multitqde  of  plausible 
reaju>ns  doei  be  advauce  to  put  it  off  from  day  to  day  ! 
"  Ue  U  yet  ynun^  i— The  U>rd  U  merciful :— All  hare 
thelt  foibtea  : — We  are  here  in  an  imperfect  state  ; — It 
ia  »  little  sin ; — It  may  be  consistent  with  loyalty  to 
Ood  :  It  hurti  nobody  hut  bimself; — Mnuy  pioui  men 
were  once  guilty  o£  it ; — By  and  by  he  will  repent  «■ 
tbey  did,"  &c.  &c.  When  louder  aummons  and  in- 
creasing fears  compel  him  to  renounce  '  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh,'  how  atrongly  doea  he  plead  for  (bote  of  Uu 
mind.'  And  after  he  bat  given  up  his  bosom-sin  with 
Ida  lipg,  bow  treai:heroui<ly  doea  he  hide  it  in  the  In- 
moat  recesst'i  of  bis  heart ! 

Never  did  a  besieged  town  dispute  the  ground  nith 
iscb  obstinacy,  and  hold  it  oat  by  such  a  Tariety  of 
stratagems,  as  corrupt  man  standi  it  out  against  the 
repeated  attacks  of  truth  and  grdue.  If  he  yields  at  all, 
It  is  seldom  before  he  ia  brought  to  the  greateat  extre- 
mity. He  '  feeds  on  the  dustof  the  earth  j'  he  tries  to 
'  fill  bis'  soul  '  with  the  busks'  of  lanjty ;  and  fares 
hard  00  aoundd,  names,  forms,  opiuiona,  withered  ex- 
perience, dry  ootions  of  faith,  and  empty  professions  of 
hope,aud  fawnlngsliowsof  love,  dll  'the  famine  arlKS,' 
and  the  intolerable  want  of  substantial  bread  forces 
him  to  surrender  at  discretion,  and  without  reserve. 

Some  itand  it  oat  thus,  agwost  the  Gad  of  their  sal- 
vation, ten  or  Iweuty  years  ;  and  others  never  yield,  till 
the  terrors  of  death  storm  tiieir  affl'ighted  souls,  their 
last  lii'kuess  batters  down  their  tortured  bodies,  and 
*  the  poison  of  the  arrowa  of  the  Almighty  drinks  uQ 
their*  waited  '  spirits.'  What  a  strong  proof  is  this, 
of  the  iiivfleiacy  aud  obstinacy  of  our  cormption  .' 


BiJT  B  Blill  fltronger  may  be  drawu  from  the  amaiiug 
Straggles  of  God's  cliildren  -with  thcirdeprarity,  even 
after  they  have,  through  grace,  powertnlly  subiiuert 
and  gloriously  triumphed,  over  it,  Their  Bedcemer 
himielf  '  id  the  Captiun  of  their  salvptiun  ;'  They  ore 
embarked  with  Him,  aud  Ijoaad  for  heaven ;  they  look 
at  the  compass  of  God's  word ;  they  hold  the  rudder  of 
sincerity;  they  crowd  all  the  sails  of  their  good  reso- 
IntloDs,  and  pious  affectious,  to  catch  the  galea  of  Diviue 
aasistauee ;  they  ■  exhort  one  aaotber  daily,'  to  ply  the 
oara  of  fmih  and  prayer  with  watchful  iadustry  ;  tears 
of  deep  repentance  and  fervent  desire  often  bedew  tlieir 
faces  in  the  pious  toil :  They  would  rather  die  than 
draw  back  to  perdition ;  but,  alas  I  the  stream  of  cor- 
ruption is  so  impetuous,  that  It  often  prevents  their 
Qtakiug  any  sensible  progress  in  their  spiritual  voyage  ; 
aud  if  in  an  unguarded  hour  they  drop  the  oar,  and  bint 
in  '  the  work  of  f^ih,  the  patience  of  hope,'  or  '  tha 
labour  of  love,'  they  arc  presently  carried  down  into 
the  dead  sea  of  religious  formality,  or  the  whirlpools  of 
(candalous  wickedness.  Witness  the  lakewarmness  of 
the  Laodiceans,  the  adultery  of  David,  the  peijury  of 
Peter,  the  tinal  apostacy  of  Judas,  and  the  shiimefiil 
flight  of  all  the  disciples. 


When  evidences  of  the  most  opposite  interest  agi^ee 
in  their  deposition  to  amatterof  fact,  its  trulli  is  greatly 
corroborated.  To  the  last  argiimeut,  taken  from  some 
sad  experiences  ot  God's  people,  1  shall  therefore  add 
voe,  drawu  from  the  religious  riles  of  Paganism,  the 
confessiou  of  ancient  Heathens,  and  the  testiinooy  of 
modem  Deists. 

Wheu  the  Heathens  made  tlieir  temples  stream  with 
the  blood  of  slanghtercd  hecatombs,  did  they  notcKpli- 
dtly  deprecate  the  wrath  of  heaven  aud  impeudiug 
destruction !  And  was  it  not  a  sente  of  their  guilt  and 
daager;  aud  a  hope  that  the  ptinishment  they  deserved 
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might  be  transferred  to  their  bleeding  Tictims,  which 
gave  birth  to  their  numerous  expiatory  and  propitiatory 
xacrlfices  ?  If  this  must  be  granted,  it  is  plain  those 
sacrifices  wf  re  so  many  proofs,  that  the  considerate 
HefUhens  were  not  utter  strangers  to  tbeir  corrnption 
and  danger. 

Bat  let  them  speak  their  own  sentiments.  Not  to 
mention  their  allegorical  *fableH  of  Prometheus,  who 
brought  a  corse  upon  earth  by  stealing  fire  out  of 
heaven ;  and  of  Pandora,  whose  fatal  curiosity  let  all 
sorts  of  woes  and  diseases  loose  upon  manlrind  :  Does 
not  Ovid  in  his  Metamorphoses  give  a  strilcing  account 
of  the  fiidl,  and  its  dreadful  consequences  ?  Read  his 
description  of  the  golden  age,  and  yon  see  Adam  in 
Paradise ;  proceed  to  the  iron  age,  and  yon  behold  the 
horrid  picture  of  our  consummate  wickedness. 

If  the  ancients  had  no  idea  of  that  native  propensity 
to  evil,  which  we  call  original  depravity,  what  did  Plato 
mean  by  our  **  natural  wiclcedne88."t  And  Pythago- 
ras, by  "  the  fatal  companion,  the  noxious  strife  that 
lurks  within  us,  and  was  born  along  with  us  ?"t  Did 
not  Solon  take  for  his  motto  the  well-known  saying, 
which,  though  so  much  neglected  now,  was  formerly 
written  ^  golden  capitals  over  the  door  of  Apollo's 
temple  at  Delphos,  **  Know  thyself  ?'*§  Are  we  not  in- 
formed by  Heathen  historians,  that  Socrates, the  prince 
of  the  Greek  sages,  acknowledged  he  was  naturally  prone 
to  the  grossest  vices  ?  Does  not  Seneca,  the  best  of  the 
Roman  philosophers,  observe,  '*  We  are  born  in  such 
a  condition,  that  we  are  not  subject  to  fewer  disorders 
of  the  mind,  than  of  the  body  ?"t|  Yea,  that  **  all 
vices  are  in  all  men,  though  they  do  not  break  out  in 
every  one  ;"f  and  that,  ''to  confess  them  is  thebegin- 

tKcucia  €y  ^vfrci.  Henee  that  excellent  definition  of  true  selJIgioB* 
e«p(wreio>wx^f ,  Tfu  cure  of  a  diseased  soui> 
'  t      Airypiy  yap  ffwovaZos  ^pis  fiiKamovca  XtXyiB^v, 
Jiv/A'pvTos,  Aur.  Carm. 

I  Hae  conditione  aati  sumitt ;  animalia  obnoxia  con  paudoritms 
40AD/  quam  oorpoxia  morbis. 
^  Omnia  in  omnibus  f  itia  cunt,  sed  mom  omnia  In  sic^ulb  extant. 


itiug  of  our  cure  ?"*  And  Lad  uot  Clcera  taiuenled 
before  Seneca,  that  "  tiirn  me  brought  iuto  lilc  hj 
nature  as  a  utep-mnther,  with  a  naked,  frail,  atid  iufirm 
body ;  aud  a  eouI  prone  to  dlrer^  Instd  ?" 

Even  some  of  the  Bprightlieat  poets  beat  Iheir  lesti- 
mony  to  the  luoainful  truth  I  coutend  for.  Propertiun 
could  aay,  "  Evtry  body  has  n  vice  to  which  lie  is  in- 
clioecl  hj  nature."-}-  Uorai%  declared,  that  "no  man  i> 
born  free  from  rices,"  and  that  "be  U  the  best  man  who 
U  oppiesned  with  the  least  :"i — That  "  oiankind  ruefa 
ioto  tvicliedaeBa,aud  always  desire  wliat '»  forbidden  :"|| 
— Tliat  "  youth  hath  the  jofinesg  of  wax  lo  rcceire 
vicious  intpressioDS,  and  the  hardness  of  a  rock  to  resist 
virtuous  adiuuiiitious :"f  In  aword;  that  "  we  are 
mad  enough  lo  nttitck  heai-cn  itself,  and,"  that  "  our 
repeated  crimes  do  not  naffer  the  Ood  of  hcaveu  to  lay 
by  his  wrathful  thundei'bults."$| 

Aud  Juvenal,  an  if  he  had  nudei'stood  what  St.  Panl 
says  of  the  '  carna]  mind,'  affirms,  that  "  ivAtme 
nncbangeably  flied"  lends,  yea,  "jtjbb  bwklo  iviik- 
eduess,"||{|  as  bodies  to  tlieir  centre. 

Thus,  tlie  eery  deporitions  of  the  Heathens,  in  tlicii 
iQCid  interrals,  as  well  as  their  aacrificen,  jnove  llie 
depravi^  anil  danger  of  mankind.  And  so  does  like- 
wise the  tejiliniouy  ui  some  of  oar  modern,  rltws.ical 
philosophert. 

The  iugen ions  autlior  of  a  book,  called  "  Fhiloso- 
phtcal  Inquiries  cuiiccming  the  American!,"  inffii  ma 
OS,  it  is  a  custom  among  some  Indiaqc,  that,  as  fioon 
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as  the  wife  in  delivered  of  a  child,  the  husband  muat 
take  to  his  bed,  where  he  is  waited  on  by  the  poor 
woman,  who  should  have  been  brought  ^ere ;  and 
that  to  this  day,  tiie  same  ridiculous  custom  prerailg 
in  some  parts  of  France.  **  From  this  and  otiher 
instances,"  says  our  inquirer,  **  we  may  collect,  that, 
however  men  may  differ  in  other  points,  there  is  a  most 
striking  conformity  among  them  in  absurdity." 

'Ilie  same  philosopher,  who  is  by  no  means  tainted 
with  what  some  persons  are  pleased  to  call  enihuHa$m, 
confirms  tlie  doctrine  of  our  natural  depravity  by  the 
foHowiug  anecdote,  and  the  ironical  observation  with 
which  it  is  closed.  The  Esquimaux,  (the  wildest  and 
most  sottish  people  in  all  America,)  rail  themselves 
men,  and  all  other  nations  barbarians,  "  Human 
vanity,  we  see,  thrives  equally  well  in  all  climates ;  in 
Labrador  as  in  Asia.  Beneficent  nature  has  dealt  out 
.as  much  of  this  comfortable  quality  to  a  Greenlander, 
as  to  the  most  consummate  French  pettt-maUre." 

The  following  testimony  is  so  much  the  more  strik- 
ing, as  it  comes  from  one  of  the  greatest  poets,  philo- 
sophers, and  deists,  of  this  present  free-thinking  age  : 
"  Who  can,  without  horror,  consider  the  whole  earth, 
as  the  empire  of  destruction  ?  It  abounds  in  wonders, 
it  abounds  also  in  victims ;  it  is  a  vast  field  of  carnage 
and  contagion.  Every  species  is,  without  pity,  pursued 
and  torn  to  pieces,  through  the  earth,  and  air,  and  water. 
In  man  there  is  more  wretchedness  than  in  all  other 
animals  put  together :  He  smarts  continually  under  two 
scourges,  which  other  animals  never  feel ;  anxiety  and 
a  listlessness  in  appetence,  which  m^ea  him  weary  of 
himself.  He  loves  life,  and  yet  he  knows  that  he  must 
die.  If  he  enjoys  some  transient  good,  for  which  he  is 
thankful  to  heaven,  he  suffers  various  evils,  and  is  at 
last  devoured  by  worms.  This  knowledge  is  his  fatal 
prerogative:  Other  animals  have  it  not.  He  feels  it 
every  moment  rankling  and  corroding  in  his  breast. 
Yet  he  spends  the  transient  moment  of  his  existence  in 
diffusing  the  misery  that  he  suffers ;  in  cutting  the 
throats  of  his  felloW-creatures  for  pay  j  In  cheating  and 
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beiug  cheated,  ia  robbing  and  being  robbcili  in  ^erriiiii; 
that  he  may  command,  and  in  repeutiug  of  all  tbat  be 
does.  The  bulk  of  mankind  are  nolhilig  luure  tliau  a 
crowd  of  tvrelches,  equally  criminal  and  unforlunate, 
nod  the  globe  ranlauis  rather  ciircasees  than  men,  1 
li-emble  upon  a  review  of  (Ilia  dreadful  picture,  lo  Gad 
tbat  it  implies  a  complaint  aftalnat  Provideiitre,  aud  I 
wish  tbat  1  had  never  been  boru." — Voltaike's  Gimpcl 
of  Ihf  Day.' 


And  yet,  O  strange  infatuation !  P 
«  Wild  nrot  is  often  the  gublo,  And  gUriug  en 
bodi  of  chose  nhnnjeacEVElstioa,  likeVolt^ci 
uuUrecUjselisideiniFlialfof  li,1ikc  the  Ftuui 
anwDd  uiL    See  n  ncikiiig  proof  of  ll.    Thii  re 


u  we  ilo  lima  klllQl  b;  fbxeL"  Acfordhig  la  Uii«  ai>oule  of  (ti 
doiDcBl  wai\A,  if  Kerns  that  the  moet  biumse  thirst  of  gold  in  n 
degree  of  nickedmfl :  Thota  waman,  to  be  rcr;  ^>id,  ncoli  only  m 


;  it  hETCl    VIbj,  ir  the  fi 
1  husband't  or  a  inreDt's  thl 


Iff  yoLiT  DKhodosy,  to  id 
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vrlif,  and  wicVed  man  pretends  to  be  righteoan  !  Far 
ftoiii  n-peDtiog  la  tlic  du«t,  he  pleads  Ills  innocence,  aod 
daim;  the  rewards  of  imaginary  merit!  Incredible  us 
llie  assertiuQ  h,  a  thauaand  wlUicgHS  are  ready  to  con- 

Cuiiic  forth,  je  nataral  eonnof  rirtQC,  wbo  with  gcnni' 
M  bou-iU  Kttack  the  docirloe  of  miui's  deprarlty.  To 
drown  the  whiapera  of  reaion  and  eiiierieace,  soniid 
each  year  own  tmuipet — Thank  Gad,  '  ynn  are  not  ai 
other  men :' — luform  us,  you  "  have  a  good  heart" 
»iid  "a  clear  conscience:" — Ajsure  ub,  you  "  do  jonr 
duty,  your  eudeavonrs,  your  best  endeavoun,"  to  pleaic 
the  Author  of  your  lives : — Vow,  yon  "  never  were 
guilty  of  a.ny  crime,  oerer  did  any  harm  :" — And  tell 
ua,  yon  hope  to  mount  to  heaven,  on  the  itrotig  pinionl 
uf  your  "  good  works  and  pious  resolutions." 

When  you  hare  tbua  acted  the  Pbariact-'g  part  before 
your  fellow- creatares,  go  to  yoor  Creator,  and  asanme 
the  character  of  the  Publican.  Confers  with  jour  lipa, 
yjii  ate  "  mlsetublc  sinnera,"  who  "  have  done  what" 
you  "  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  left  undone  what" 
jou  "  ought  to  have  done  :"  Protest,  "  there  is  no 
health  in"  you  :  Complain,  "  that  the  remembrance 
of  your  Bina  in  grievous  unto  you,  and  the  burden  of 
tliem  intolerable ;"  But  remember,  O  ye  self- righteous 
formaiista,  that,  by  thia  glaring  iuconaisteucy,  you  give 
the  slrongeal  proof  of  yoor  anriijhteoaaneas.  You  are, 
neverlhelesa,  mode^,  when  compared  with  your  bre- 
thren of  the  Itomiali  clmrch. 

These,  far  from  thinking  themselves  '  unprofitable 
servants,'  fancy  they  are,  literally,  '  righteous  over- 
much.' Becoming  merit- mongers,  they  make  a  slock 
of  their  works  of  supererogation,  set  up  shop  with  the 
righteousness  they  can  spare  to  others,'  and  expose  to 
sale  indulgences  and  pardons,  out  of  their  pretended 
treasury.  Nor  are  there  wanting  sons  of  Simon,  who, 
witli  ready-money,  purchase  as  they  think,  not  livingt 
in  the  church  betow ;  but,  which  is  far  preferable,  seats 
in  the  church  aljove,  and  pMrl  placei  at  the  heavenly 

n'aj  t'rer  a  robi  of  riijhteoiisness,  (i  hud  almost  said 
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'a  coat,)  so  coarsely  woven  by  the  slaves  of  im- 
e  and  avarice  ;  and  so  dearly  bought  by  ilie  loni 
crsUtion  and  credulity  ? 

e  spiritnal  EthiopiaoH,  who  palut  yourselves  all 
lith  IhecoiTodiug  uiAiV*  of  hypncrifly,  and  after  nil, 
-tfal  cDon^l)  to  lay  on  m/  paint,  and  imitate  the 
of  bumble  modesty — Ye  that  borrow  vlrtne'a 
to  procni-e  admiration,  and  put  on  reli^an'a 
to  liide  yoar  shameful  dcfonnity — Ye  that  deal  io 
lal  righteousness,  to  carry  o«  with  better  sncceM 
]jt  sordid  of  all  trades,  that  of^jn.-  of  the  worst 
»,  pride:  of  the  worst  pride,  that  which  ia  J/it- 
— V'c  natnerons  followers  of  Ihoae,  whom  the 
et  of  Chriatiana  called  crafty  'scriienta,'  atidaoft 
d  of  vipers' — Ve,  lo  whom  he  declared,  that '  pab- 
and  harlots  shall  enter  the  hiogdom  of  heaven 
'  you ;'  if  I  call  yoain£if<,  to  prove  the  desperate 
dneaa  of  the  human  heart,  it  is  not  because  I  es- 
loa  the  weakest  advocates  of  the  truth  1  contend 
lut  brcansc  yoa  really  arc  the   strongcat  of  my 

I  now,  candid  Header,  forget  not  plain  matter  of 
recollect  the  evidence  eiven  by  reason  j  pass  aeo- 
upon  tiiese  last  arguments,  which  1  have  offered 
consideration  ;  and  say,  whether  mau'n  dispoal- 
iid  conduct  towards  bis  Creatnr,  his  felJov 


and  himself,  do  not  abundantly  prove,  that  he  i;i 


a  /alien  and  lost 


The  preceding  argumenu  recommend  themeelves  to 
the  common  senie  of  thinking  Hcatliena,  and  the  cou- 
adencc  of  reasonable  DeUl?;  as  being  all  taken  from 
those  two  Amazing  Tolumes,  which  are  open  to,  and 
legible  by,  all;  the  IVorld  and  Man.  The.  folloiriDg 
are  taken  from  a  third  rolame,  t]ie  Bible,  deapiied  by 
the  wits  of  the  age,  merely  because  lliey  study  and 
understand  it  CTCn  less  than  (he  other  two.  "The 
Bible !"  says  one  of  them  with  a  smile,  "  save  yourself 
tbe  tremble  of  prodncingBrgnmeulsdrawarroiD  that  old 
legend,  unless  you  Rrst  demonstrate  its  authenticity  by 
the  noble  facnlty  to  which  yon  appeal  in  these  pages." 
For  (he  eake  of  snch  objectors,  I  here  premiiie,  by  way 
of  digression,  a  few  rational  argnmentsioevince,  asfu- 
as  my  contracted  plan  will  allow,  the  divine  aathority 
of  tlie  scriptures. 

I.  Tbe  Mcred  pecmea,  the  prophets  and  apostle*, 
vereholy,  e.tceflent  men,  and  vou/d  not, — artless,  illi- 
terate men,  and  therefore  could  not, — lay  the  horrible 
scheme  of  deluding  mankind.  Th^  hope  of  gain  did  not 
influence  them,  far  they  were  self-  denying  men,  that  left 
all  to  follow  a  Master,  who  '  bad  not  where  to  lay  hi* 
head;'  and  whose  grand  initiating  maxim  was,  'Except 
a  man  forsake  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  dis- 
dple.'  They  were  so  disinterested,  that  they  secnred 
nothing  on  earth  but  hnnger  and  nakedmss,  stocks  and 
prisons,  racks  and  tortures;  which,  indeed,  were  all 
that  they  could  or  did  expect,  in  consequence  of  Christ's 
eapresn  declarations.  Neither  was  a  desire  of  hononi 
Ifaemotire  of  their  actions;  for  tbtir  Lord  himself  was 
lied  m\h  the  utmost  contempt,  and  had  more  than 
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ouce  assnred  them,  that  xbey  should  ccrtalnlj  share  the 
same  faXe  -.  Besides,  tbey  were  hnmble  meu,  notaboTc 
working  as  mecliaiiica  fora  coarse  luunCenaiicejaudio 
little  desirous  of  human  regard,  that  they  espuaed  to  the 
world  the  meaoDess  of  their  birth  andoccupalioiis.lhelr 
great  i^Qorauce  aud  scaudnloas  foils. 

Add  to  lliis,  tliat  they  were  bo  Diany,  and  iiTCd  at 
such  disiancE  of  lime  and  piare  from  each  other,  that 
had  they  heen  impoaton,  it  would  have  been  imprac- 
ticable for  them  to  contrive,  and  carry  on,  a  forgery 
without  being  detected.  And  aa  they  neitbtr  wonid 
nor  emild  deceive  the  world,  ao  they  neither  conid  nor 
wonld  be  deceived  theraseliea  ;  For  they  were  days, 
months,  and  years,  ege  aud  far-witnesaes  of  the  thinga 
which  they  relate  ;  and  when  they  had  not  the  fnllest 
evidence  of  important  fai-ls,  they  iostated  npon  new 
proofs,  and  even  npou  aensilile  demonstration  a  ;  aa,  for 
instance,  ThotuaB,  in  the  matter  of  our  Lord's  resni- 
reccloii.  (John  xx.  2S.)  And,  lo  leave  us  oa  room  to 
question  thdr  sincerity,  most  of  them  joyfully  sealed 
The  trDth  oftbeir  doctrines  with  their  own  blood.  lAA 
no  many  and  tueh  marlis  of  veracity  ever  meet  in  soy 
other  authors  i 

2.  But  even  while  they  lived,  they  contirmed  their 
testimony  by  a  variety  of  miracles,  wrought  in  diren 
places,  and  for  a  number  of  years ;  sometimes  before 
thousands  of  their  enemiea,  as  the  miracies  of  Christ 
aud  Ilia  disciples  ;  sometimea  before  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, as  those  of  Moees.  TheKe  miracles  were  so  weil 
known  and  attested,  that  when  both  Christ  and  Moses 
appealed  to  their  aulheoticity,  fiefore  their  bitterest 
oppoaers,  mentioning  the  persons  upon  whom,  as  well 
as  theparticnlarijiues  when,  and  the  places  where,  tbcy 
had  been  performed  ;  the  facts  were  never  denied,  bat 
passed  over  in  silence,  or  maliciously  attributed  to  ths 
prince  of  the  devilH.  By  tinch  a  pili/ul  tlonder  aa 
this.  Porphyry,  Hierocles,  Celsus,  and  Julian  the 
Apostate,  tliose  learned  and  inveterate  enemies  of  Chria- 
tianity,  endeavoured  (as  the  Pharisees  had  done  before 
them)  to  'ap  the  argumeut  founded  upon  tlt«  miv<uAu 
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of  Christ  atid  hU  disciples.  So  aure  Uien  as  God  would 
Dcver  haie  dUiilafed  hi*  arm,  in  llie  mosi  a-itouishiDg 
tnauntr,  for  the  support  of  iTnpoBiaFe,f  the  sacred  peo- 
nenliad  their  commission  from  the  AlmightfiaDddieir 
wrftiogs  Bra  his  Hvftg  oraclei. 

3.  UcBsujJ  ItKcIf  dictates,  tiiatDothingbut  (he piaineit 
matter  of/act  could  indocc  so  uiauy  thouwnda  of  pre- 
judiced nnd  penecutlngJetvs,  to  embrace  thehambling, 
self-denying  dortrine  of  the  cross,  which  they  so  mnek 
despised  and  abhorred.  Nothing  bnt the  clearest  evidence, 
ariai[igfiT>ni  undoubted  traih,  could  make  mulEitDde*  of 
lawless,Iu!L'ariDnsUeathenai'ereive,  follow,  and  tranMMt 
to  posterity,  the  doctrines  and  writings  of  Ilic  apontles  ; 
espedally  at  a  time  when  ibe  vanity  of  then-  prcteniioni 
to  miracles,  and  the  gift  of  tougnea,  could  be  ho  eajnlf 
discorered,  had  they  been  impostors, — at  a  time  wben 
tbe  profesnion  of  Christianity  exposed  perMiiia  of  all 
ranks  to  the  greatest  contempt,  and  most  immioetf 
danger.  In  this  respect  the  case  of  the  primith«  Ouia- 
tlani  widely  differed  from  that  of  Mahomet's  (ollowera: 
For  those  wbo  adhered  tu  the  wariike,  violent  impostor, 
Mred  (lidr  lires  and  properties,  or  atiaJned  to  hoDOur, 
by  their  new,  easy,  and  flesh,  pleasing  religion;  But 
those,  who  devoted  themselves  toilie  meek,  self-deny- 
ing, cmclfied  Jcsua,  were  frequently  spoiled  of  their 
goods,  and  emelly  pnt  to  death  ;  or  if  they  escaped 
trith  their  lives,  were  looked  npon  Oi  the  very  drei;ii  tA 
matikiud. 

Add  to  tills,  that  some  of  the  most  prnfciund  parts  of 

Ibescriptnreswereaddreasod  to  the  inliabiiania«f  polite 

Greece,  un4  irinmphiiut  Rome,|  among  whom  philoso- 

t  Onoe  Indml  tlin  Lonl  pnmllwd  Ibc  Magiiiflin  of  E(^  to  »  die 

hmADUl^Lom^ulhcniiltioiilicitydrotheTGinorerfinsiilouovAi  HilH 
tiehv  Lhe  hAppy  eflbct  uf  Uie  conlat,  nhm  thncnnnistfraoFSikftii 
wlOidrew  cm^puoded,  and  were  Amrd  to  ocknonledg^  that  tba 
flngrr  of  Ood  vaA  evUaiii^  displayed  thniugh  Ihe  rod  of  their  anCfr 
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phy  and  llWrature,  with  the  fine  arts  and  sciences,  were 
in  the  higliest  perfection  ;  and  who,  consequently,  were 
leas  liable  (o  be  (he  dnpcs  of  forgery  and  impostore. 
On  the  contrary,  grosa  ignorance  overspread  those 
countries,  where  lHahomet  first  broached  hit  absurd 
opinions,  and  propagated  them  with  the  sword ;  A  anre 
sign  this,  that  the  sacred  writers  did  not,  like  thai  im- 
postor, acail  ihemfElves  of  the  ignorance,  weabnew, 
and  helplessness  of  Iheir  followers,  to  impose  false- 
hood upon  them. 

4.  When  the  authenticity  of  the  miracles  n«a  attested 
by  thousand)!  of  living  wilnesBes,  religious  rites  were 
instituted,  and  performed  by  hundreds  of  thonsands, 
agreeable  10  acriptureinjnnclions,  In  order  to  perpetnate 
that  authenticity.  And  these  solemn  ceremonies  have 
erer  sIqcg  been  kept  up  in  all  parts  of  the  world;  the 
Paatover  by  the  Jews,  in  remembrance  of  Moses's  mira- 
cles in  Egypt  j  and  the  Eacharisl  by  Christians,  as  ■ 
memorial  of  Christ's  death,  and  llie  miracles  that  nc- 
cniDpauied  it,  some  of  which  are  recorded  by  Phlegon 
(he  Trailian,  a  Heathen  historian. 

5.  Ilie  scriptures  hate  not  only  the  external  sanction 
of  miracles,  bnt  the  inlernai  stamp  of  the  omniscient 
God,  by  a  variety  of  prophecies,  some  of  which  have 
already  been  most  exactly  confinaed  by  the  event  pre- 
dicted \  witness  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  four  grand  mo- 
narchies atcovding  to  Daniel's  prophecy  ;  (chap.  iL  and 
t-ii. ;)  and  the  destruction  of  the  city  and  temple  of 
Jerosalem,  foretold  by  Christ,  (Matt.  sxiv.  B,)  while 
othcra  are  every  day  fulfilled  in  the  face  of  inSdeis, 

f^vljj  OcrnoB  a  Ronun  Senator;  osA  amorrg  the  t-lsc,  QuBiFraliu, 
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pilticnlarlf  ihe  persecution  of  Ihe  reiJ  diacipien  of 
CLiUt  In  our  own  limes,  as  well  as  in  alt  ages  ;  (em 
Uatl.  I.  22,  35  ;  Julin  xr.  30  ;  and  Gal.  iv.  23  ;)  uud 
tLe  present,  miaerablc  state  of  tlie  Jews,  so  cxactlf 
dcKribed  by  Mosei  abme  three  thousjiud  years  ago, 
(See  Deut.  xxciii.  St.) 

6.  Sometimes  the  ptaloett  prepAtciet,1.he  mast  pat>- 
llo  niraclft,  aad  tbe  anaab  at  kiogdoDis,  irell  kaown 
wlicn  these  books  werefinnreceiyed.woBderfullycoucM 
to  demonstrate  their  authenticity.  Take  one  iDdtaoca 
ODl  of  maay.  A  prophet  oat  of  Jndah,  aboie  (hre« 
hundred  years  before  the  event,  thus  foretold  the  polti> 
■ioa  of  Jeroboam's  altar  at  Bethel,  before  Jeroboam 
biosclf,  who  was  attended  by  his  priesta,  Eiis  courtiers, 
ud,  no  duDbi,  a  taat  number  of  idolatrous  worshippers: 
<  O  altar,  altar,  tbud  ssitb  the  Lord,  Behold,  a  cliild 
■ball  be  born  auto  the  house  of  David,  Joaiah  by  name, 
who  iiball  burn  men'a  bones  upon  thee  :'  And  '  this  ii 
tbe  sign  :  Behold,'  tbis  very  day,  '  the  altar  shall  be 
rent,  and  the  ashea  that  are  upon  it  BCiittered.'  King 
Jeroboam,  inSanied  with  anger,  '  stretched  forth  hit 
bandagaioat  the  maa  of  God,  saying'  to  his  jnards, 
'Lay  hold  on  him:*  But  his  extended  hand  'was 
diied  Dp  10  that  he  could  not  pull  it  iu  again  to  him  ;' 
the  rending  of  the  altar,  and  scatteriug  of  the  fire, 
instantly  tooli  place  ;  and  the  capital  prophecy  was  ex- 
actly fulfilled  by  pious  King  Joeiah,  as  youmay^ee  by 
comparing  1  Kings  xiii.  I,  &c.,  with  2  Kings  xxiii.  IS, 
Ac, — Can  wc  reasonably  suppose,  that  books,  eontaiuing 
aeoaoatt  of  such  public  events,  would  have  been  teceif  ed 
as  divine  by  a  divided  people,  if  their  authenticity  had 
not  been  contirDied  by  indubitable  matn^r  of  (act  ?  Nay, 
la  it  not  as  absurd  to  assert  it,  as  it  would  be  to  affirm, 
that  tbe  offices  for  the  lifth  of  November,  and  the  thir- 
tieth of  January,  were  forged  by  crafty  priests  i  and 
that  the  Papiita,  Puritans,  and  Royalists  of  the  last 
century,  agreed  to  impose  upon  the  world  the  history  of 
the  gnu  powder- plot,  and  of  King  Charlea's  decollation, 
with  which  those  parts  of  onr  Liturgy  are  so  inseparably 
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7.  Tbia  scattered,  despiseil  people,  the  iireroncUcabls 
enemies  of  the  Christians,  keep  with  Bmaiing  care  tba 
Old  Teflta]iieul,-t-  full  of  the  pruplietlc  bi^tiiry  of  JesoB 
ClirUc,  and  by  that  means  afford  the  world  a  striking 
proof  that  the  New  TeaiameDl  la  true  ;  and  Christian b 
in  their  turn  ahow,  that  (he  Old  Te^tame  at  is  abnn> 
daQtly  confiraied  and  explained  by  tlieNew.  The  Earl 
of  Rochester,  the  great  wit  of  the  last  century,  was  >o 
struck  with  this  proof,  thai  npon  reading  the  fifty-third 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  with  floods  of  peiiiMiitial  tears  he 
lamented  hin  former  infidelity,  aod  warmiy  emlii'aced 
the  f^th  which  he  bad  io  publicly  ridiculed. 

8.  To^sa;  nothing  of  tlie  venerable  antiquity,  and 
wonderful  preaervarioa  of  those  books,  BOme  of  whirli 
are  by  far  iJie  oiost  ancient  lo  the  world  ;  to  pass  orer 
the  illimitable  siniplicity  and  true  tublimiiy  of  theb 
itjle,  they^carry  with  them  sach  characters  of  truth,  h 
command  the  respect  of  every  unprejudiced  reader. 

They  open  tons  the  mystery  of  the  creation,  the  na- 
ture of  God,  angels,  and  man,  the  immortality  of  the 
ioul,§  the  eud  for  ivhich  ne  were  made,  the  origia  and 

I  U  Hit  hliMrlct  mnlained  [n  (bo  OU  TMlainnil  were  In  ecnenl 


wtueh  he  wpake  lo  Ouir  tbcc :  *  Ye  hava  bepn  rctellious  agnhal  iStc 
Ixrt  rmm  ihcday  Ubi  I  knew  you.'  (Deul.  Lt.  14.)  And  cvm  Duld 
aid  Solnnw,  their  enaCot  kis^j  ore  reprs^fed  bi  ftune  bonXs,  m 

■aUilDiH  foce^.  lupiKHliig  the  dcdgn  of  it  were  (nvreli  ts  Impose 
fepm  the  world  ai  divitu,  ■  book  that  ehuuld  perpetuvlLy  itigjDAt^ 
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loral  And  Datnral  evil,  the  vauitr  of  Ibli 
world  and  the  glory  of  the  iie:it.  Thfre  we  «ee  Inspired 
ibepbenja,  tradesmen,  oiid  fiabcrmvu,  surpauiDg  as 
mncb  tlie  greatest  philosopher,  as  (hetedid  the  herd  of 
niuiklud,  hoth  in  meekoeBB  of  nindom  and  sublimity  of 
doctrine  : — 'Iliere  we  admire  the  purtsst  morality  in  the 
world,  agreeable  to  tbe  dictatea  uf  sound  reaJioD,  con- 
firmed b;  the  wltDcsB  which  God  has  placed  for  himeelt 
In  our  breast,  and  exemplified  in  the  lived  of  men  of  like 
pusioDs  with  onrselies  : — There  we  diecorer  a  Tein  of 
e«deBia«llcal  liiatory  and  theological  truth,  consiMeotly 
ninntng  ibrongb  n  colleciioo  of  eixty-six  different 
bookB,  writlcD  by  varions  anthors,  in  different  lan- 
gnages,  during  tbe  space  of  above  fifteea  hundred 
years  ; — 'lliere  we  find,  as  in  a  deep  and  pure  spring, 
all  the  genuine  dropx  and  BlreamBof:>pinlaBl  kuowled^ 
which  can  possibly  be  met  with  in  the  largest  libraries : 
— ITiere  the  workl  nRS  of  the  horoan  heart  are  described, 
ta  a  manner  that  demonstrates  tlie  inspiration  of  the 
Searclier  of  hearts :— There  we  have  a  pariicolar  account 
of  all  our  spiritual  maladies,  with  (heir  various  symp- 
toms, and  Che  method  of  a  certain  cure ;  a  cure  that  hai 
been  witnessed  bymilliDniofmartyrs  and  departed  Eainti, 
and  Is  now  enjoyed  by  thousands  of  good  men,  who 
would  account  it  an  bnnonrloseal  the  truth  of  tbe  scrip- 
lores  with  their  owu  blood  : — There  you  meet  with  the 
noblest  strains  of  penitential  and  joyoas  devotion, 
adapted  lo  the  disposidons  and  states  of  all  traTellera 
to  Sioi : —  And  there  you  read  those  awfnl  threatening! 
and  cheering  promises,  which  are  daily  fulfilled  in  the 
consciences  of  nien,  to  the  admiration  of  belierera,  and 
the  astonishment  of  attentive  iufidels, 

B,  Tbe  wonderful  efficacy  of  the  scriptures  is  another 
proof  thatthey  are  of  Ood.  When  they  are  faithfully 
opened  by  his  ministers,  andpowerfnlly  applied  by  hii 

•  Spirit,  they  '  wound  and  heal,'  they  '  kill  and  make 
alire,'  they  alarm  the  careless,  turn  or  enrage  the 
wicked,  direct  the  lost,  support  tbe  tempted,  strengthen 
the  weak,  coiufort  mourners,  and  nourish  pious  bobIs. 

'    Aa  the  woman  of  Samaria  said  of  Jesus,   '  Come,  tee  a 


man,  tliat  lold  me  all  that  e^erl  did:  U  nol  tiiia  the 
Christ  ?,'  s  good  niau  can  say  ut  the  Bible,  "  Come, 
see  a  book  that  told  me  all  that  was  in  my  heart,  end 
acqu^ntedme  with  the  raiioutt  trials  auddaogertl  have 
met  with  in  lay  spirilual  travels  i  A  book  where  I  have 
fuuDd  thuse  trittbs,  which,  like  a  divinely- tempered 
aword,  hare  cot  my  way  throogh  all  tbe  snare*  aiid 
forces  of  uiy  spiritnal adversaries;  and  hy  whose  direc- 
tiiins  luy  ttoul  has  happily  entered  the  paradise  of  divine 
and  brotherly  love  :  Is  not  this  the  book  of  God  >" 

10.  To  conclude  :  It  Is  exceediogl)'  remarkable,  that 
the  more  bambl»  aud  holy  people  are,  the  more  they 
read,  admire,  and  f  nine  the  scriptures;  and  on  tbe  con. 
trBTj,  the  mure  eelf-cDnrelted,  worldly- mioded,  and 
wicked,  the  more  they  neglect,  despiiie,  and  asperse 

Aa  for  the  objections  wliich  are  raised  agalael  thalr 
perspicuity  aud  couaistcncy,  those  who  are  bath  pioQl 
aud  learued  know,  that  the;  are  generally  fiinuded  on 
prepossession,  aud  the  want  of  underslandiug  !□  spiri- 
tual things;  or  on  our  ignorance  of  several  custonis, 
idioms,  ami  circumstances,  wbich  wei-e  perfectly  known 
whCD  those  books  were  nritlen.  Frequently  also  the 
immalerial  error  arises  merely  from  a  wrong  pnootn- 
atloDjOr  a  mistake  of  copiers,  printers,  or  translators ; 
as  the  daily  discoreriea  of  pious  critics,  and  iugenaoud 
cotifessions   of    onprcjudiced    inquirers,    abundantly 

To  the  preceding  argnmeotfl,  I  beg  leave  to  add  the 
following  queries.  Do  not  disbelievers,  hy  supposing, 
that  the  scriptures  are  a  forged  book,  aud  consequently, 
that  Christianity  is  a  false  religion,  run  upon  the  very 
rocks,  which  they  seem  so  afraid  of?  Aud  may  tfaey  not 
be  charged  with  iudtrecttysettitig  their  seai  to  opinions, 
far  more  Incredible  than  those  wliich  they  reject  ? 

(1.)  O  yediapuUn  c/  l/iis  vorld,  if  ye  believe  thai 
Moses  and  Jesna  Christ,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  pub- 
licly worked  ahatn  miracles  for  yeai's,  io  varioDs  cities 
and  oouolries,  before  thunaands  of  tlieir  sharp-sighted 

CserB,  without  being  ever  detected  iu  »«■}  ol  V^rcV; 
i 
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tricki ;  mighi  jDD  not  oi  reasoQablj  bclieTC  (hat  thoa- 
wodii  of  shrewd  men  were  once  turned  into  Hupid  mbm? 

(2.)  If  )oa  belieTc,  that  the  gospel  ia  the  prodaccion 
of  buuiHu  deceit ;  and  yet,  that  In  the  prodigioas  num- 
ber of  apOTtaiM  once  concerned  in  nirryiiig  on  the 
kmulng  rlllnu)',  ench  ai  Jadas,  Demaa,  Simoa  Magni, 
Alexander  the  coppersmith,  who  did  St.  Paal  so  mach 
eril,  &c.,  ttol  nne  wis  ever  foand,  that  wonld  prora 
tbe  farffcrr :  Might  yon  not  a>  reasonably  believe,  thM 
If  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  all  hU  friends,  knew  of  a  groMTU- 
l*ny  carried  ou  bjr  the  mtaislry,  1u  order  to  torn  the 
kingdom  upalde  down ;  neither  he,  nor  any  one  of 
them,  could  ever  be  prevailed  opon  to  dUetosc  and 
pntTe  it  to  the  world  I  f 

(3.)  Yoa  believe  that  (he  mimcle)i  and  resurrection  of 
Ctuist,  together  with  the  gifm  of  the  Holy  Ghogt,  were 
nothing  but  enthtiilaslic&l  or  knavish  pretensions :  And 
yet  you  are  forced  to  grnni,  that  tbouiiaudi  of  Jews, 
nrongly  a((ached  (o  their  religion,  amazingly  averse  to 
that  of  Jutnn,  and  guilty  of  persecoting  him  unto  death, 
took  bim  openly  far  their  Saviour  a  few  weeka  after  they 
had  leun  bim  poblidy  sconrged ;  and  >a  the  very  city  in 
light  of  which  he  had  jnst  been  crucified  betwem  two 
tblevea.  Nowlsnot  this  asabsord  as  to  believe,  (hat  If 
a  few  fishermen  cried  up  the  last  person  hanged  in  Lon- 
don for  a  notorious  forgery;  and  if  they  affirmed  thai  he 
wn  the  Sod  of  God,  appealing  to  a  great  nninber  of 
miisdea  supposed  to  have  been  wrought  by  him  in  the 
«quarcs  anil  hospitala  of  the  Metropolis,  and  especiaUf 
Id  St.  Panl's  Church-yard ;  and  maintaining  that  some 
of  them  had  been  adcnowledged  gi^nnine  by  the  great 
ronncU  of  the  nation  ;§  Ihej  could,  by  anch  notoriotn 

t  Pliny, 
ployed  liy 
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lies,  engage  thousands  of  cidzenE>  and  sonie  alilenuGD, 
to  puc  all  their  trust  in  the  villaiti  hanged  at  Ihtir  tpt- 
cial  request ! 

(■1.)  You  beliere,  thai  Christianity  Is  a  gross  Jnipos- 
tore;  and  yet  jnn  canaot  den;,  that  thoDEands  of 
learned  Romans  and  trise  Greelii  who  agreed  to  de- 
spiie  the  Jews  above  all  other  men,  looli  for  their  Sa- 
«ioiir  that  very  Jesne,  of  whom  hU  ono  countryiueii 
had  been  ashamed,  and  whom  tliej  had  crucitied  ai  an 
impostor.  Is  not  this  as  absurd  as  to  beliere,  that 
thousands  of  wise  Englishmen,  and  seuiible  French- 
loen,  could  be  induced  bj  the  abi^urd  tale  of  two  or 
three  Hottentola,  to  worshipa  certain  Hottentot,  whon 
the  whole  nation  of  Hotlenlots  had  coniieuiued  to  be 
hanged,  aa  being  more  wortlij  of  an  ignominious  dratb, 
than  the  bloody  ring-leader  of  a  scdilions  moh  ? 

C5,}  If  yon  beliere,  with  one  of  the  Popes,  that  the 
History  of  Christ  is  *'a  mere  (able,"  and  that  there 
never  waH  sachau  eslraoi'dinary  person,  yon  believe  that 
the  Heathens,  the  Jews,  and  the  Mahometaas,  haFC 
agreed  with  the  Chriatians,  their  sworn  enemies, to  cany 
on  the  most  amazing  Imposture,  For  Pliny,  l^tns, 
Lncian,  and  Snetonias,  Heathen  authors,  who  lived 
soon  after  ChriM,  make  express  mention  uf  liira;  aa  do 
also  Mahomet,  many  uf  the  Rabhies,  and  Julian  the 
emperor,  that  powerful  and  craftj  apostate,  who  not 
only  oerer  denied  Christ's  existence,  but  openly  ac- 
knowledged that  Paul,  Mark,  Malihew,  and  Peter, 
were  the  authors  of  the  Gospels  and  Epistles,  which 
Now  is  not  this  as  ridieulons  as  lo 
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believe,  that  the  Pope,  the  Mufty,  and  die  Inqau 
have  laid  their  heads  together  with  Messrs.  Vo\\ 
Homey  and  Rousseaoy  to  finvonr  a  forgery  snbreni 
Popery,  Mahometaniam,  and  Infidelity  ? 

(6.)  If  yoo  deny  the  aathemidty  of  tbe  foar  Goi 
which  are  the  only  andent  hlatoriet  dial  we  bave  o 
Saviour ;  and  yet  believe,  that  there  waa  radi  a  pei 
age  aa  Jesus  Christ,  whose  fkme  so  spread  thnmg 
Roman  £m|rfre,  dial  in  less  Uiaa  *three  handred 
thirty  years,  he  wu  not  only  redconed  snperior  t 
Roman  Emperor,  hot  to  Jnpiter  himself;  and 
nevertheless,  not  one  historian,  daring  all  that 
gave  the  world  a  particular  lacoonnt  of  him,  [i 
most  be  the  case,  if  the  four  Gospels  are  a  foi| 
might  yon  not  as  reasonably  suppose,  that  if  a  bl 
meteor  appeared  in  onr  day,  and  eclipsed  the  star 
moon,  and  the  sun  itself,  no  astronomer  for  m 
centories  woold  take  particular  notice  of  so  wonc 
a  plienomenon  ? 

(7.)  If  the  gospel  is  a  ddnsion,  yon  beUeve  thi 
Panl,  who  was -a  man  of  sense,  learning,  and  im 
dity,  was  seduced  by — nobody,  to  preach  for  near 
years  with  astonisliing  zeal  and  matchless  hardi 
an  imposture,  against  the  abettors  of  which  h< 
before  '  breathed'  nothing  but  <  threatenings 
slaughter/  Would  it  be  half  so  absurd  to  be 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  has  suddenly  commenced  the  mini 
advocate,  goes  through  the  kingdom  to  recommei 
present  administration,  and  accounts  it  an  hone 
be  mobbed,  whipped,  or  stoned  in  every  boroug 
his  excessive  attachment  to  the  king  ? 

(8.)  The  instantaneous  conversion  of  thousand 
wrought  by  means  of  public  appeals  to  notorious  i\ 
of  fact.  Hear  the  language  of  the  apontles  to  the . 
*  This  ye  yourselves  know,'  (Acts  ii.  12.)  *  Ve 
the  thing  done  through  all  Judea.*  (Acts  x.  37 
'ITie  king  knoweth  these  things.' — *  This  thing  w 
done  in  a  corner.'  (Acts  xxvi.  26.)  Now  if  CI 
anity  is  not  founded  upon  indubitable  facts,  migl 
not  as  well  bellevC;  that  twelve  men  broke  loose 


iedlaro,  hronglit  last  year  ihoneands  of  dcieW  over  lo 
3iiislianiiy,  bysayiug  to  tliem,  '  Yeimie' — what  jim 
re  perfect  attanjiers  to  ;  tliu  is,  '  Ye  Imoic' — that  we 
re  a  pacli  of  Uedlamltce  1 

(9.)  If  tiie  gospel  ii  forged,  yon  belieife  that  the 
lorintbUus,  Sir.,  handed  Jowu  to  poBlerity.M  asacred 
reature,  EpUttes  whece  SI.  Paul  meatious  their  nmaz- 
Qg  conversion  from  grODS  immoralities  ;  congratnlalei  ' 
hem  about  the  tpirilnal  or  miravuloua  gi/li,  in  whieh 
hey  Bbuuuiled,  (1  Cor.  :tjj.  1,)  ttnd  gives  them  particn- 
U'directionKhotv  tonsc  the'giflof  loDgueii'ttiedifica- 
ioii  ;  when  yet  they  were  totally  unacquainted  with  any 
iKh  tilings.  Might  yon  not  wiUi  equal  wladoiu  believe, 
bat,  if  Mr.  Wilkes  wrote  to  the  House  of  Commons  a 
nogratulatury  Epistle  aliuut  their  hailug  received,  bg 
At  lagingan  of  hU  Aantft,  the  power  of  s]iealiing'l'urk' 
sb,  Arabic,  and  Chinese,  they  would  caj«f ally  Iran^tmit 
lis  letter  to  tbeneit  generation  asadivine  perfurniatice ; 
lad  that  none  of  Mr,  Wilkea's  eiiemlea  would  ever 
Espoie  the  impudence  of  so  absurd  a  pretension  ? 

(10.)  If  you  say,  that  the  apostles  were  fooli,  you 
nuBt  believe,  OiMfooliiih  fishermeik  l^d  a  Ecbeme  with 
lo  mtich  aiadom,  and  carried  it  on  with  m  much  art, 
as  to  deceive  multitudes  of  Greeks  noted  for  Ibelr 
umteness,  und  uunibefs  of  Koinans  famous  for  their 
pcndence.  Might  you  not  as  well  believe  tliat  twelve 
poor,  aoarmed  idiola  once  combined  to  take  the 
sirongeat  towns  iu  Europe,  aud  acconiplislied  tiieir 
■Itangr  desigu  by  means,  that  strike  the  profoundest 
politicians  with  astonishment? 

(11.)  Ifyouaflirm,  lliattheaposttes  were  cheale  and 
\iaTi,  you  run  into  as  great  a  dilliculty ;  lor  you  moat 
believe,  that  the  greatest  knavei  tliat  ever  existed,  con- 
Iraryto  their  own  principles  and  advantage,  went  through 
tlie  world, exposing  them selve"  to  the  givaleat  hardships 
■ml  severest  tortures  auto  death,  to  recommend,  both  by 
their  example  and  precepts,  the  etiiciest  piety  towards 
Qod,  and  the  most  !icrupiilou.i  honetty  towards  man ; 
peivetqallydeiioanclngelernaldeMtnialou  tocbeatB  and 
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liypocrites,  and  the  torments  of  a  *  lake  that  bnrneth 
with  fire  and  brimstone  to  every  one  who  loveth  or 
makethalie/  Would  it  be  more  absurd  to  believe, 
that  the  twelve  greatest  epicures  in  England  have,  for  a 
oonrse  of  yean,  fulfilled  a  mutual  agreement  of  preach- 
ing, night  and  day,  ab«dnence  and  fasting  through  tiie 
three  kingdoms,  merely  to  have  the  pleasure  of  starving 
to  death  for  their  pains  ? 

(12.)  To  conclude ;  if  the  gospel  (and  consequently 
the  scripture)  is  an  imposture,  yon  suppose  that  some 
poor  Galilean  fishermen,  only  by  means  of  an  absurd 
He,  which  they  told  without  wit,  and  wrote  without 
elegance,  foil^  the  multitude  of  the  Jewish  and  Pagan 
priests,  who  had  prejudice,  custom,  profession,  learn- 
ing, oratory,  wealth,  laws,  governors,  and  emperors  on 
their  side ;  yea,  and  truth  also,  upon  your  prindples, 
at  least  when  they  decried  the  gospel  as  a  cheat. 
Would  it  be  more  ridiculous  to  believe,  that  David 
killed  Goliath  with  a  grain  of  sand,  and  cut  off  his  head 
with  a  spire  of  grass  ;  or  that  our  sailors  sink  men-of- 
war  with  a  puff  of  breath,  while  our  soldiers  batter 
down  ramparts  with  snow-balls  ? 

O  ye  sons  of  worldly  wisdom,  drop  your  unjust  pre- 
judices ;  candidly  weigh  both  sides  of  the  question, 
and  you  will  soon  see,  that,  in  rejecting  the  gospel  as 
an  imposture,  you  display  a  far  greater  degree  of  ere- 
duUtyy  than  we  do  in  cordially  receiving  it. 

After  this  short  defence  of  the  oracles  of  God,  and 
this  little  attack  upon  the  persons  who  suspect  their 
authenticity,  I  hope  I  may  (consistently  with  the  plan 
of  an  Appeai  to  Reason)  produce  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, a  few  more  arguments  to  prove  the  original 
depravity  and  lost  estate  of  mankind. 

THIRTY-FIRST  ARGUMENT. 

The  spiritual  life  of  the  soul  consists  in  its  union 
with  God,  as  the  natural  life  of  the  body  does  in  its 
union  with  the  soul ;  and  as  poison  and  the  sword  kill 
the  latter,  so  unbelief  and  sin  destroy  the  former. 
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le  first  man  naa  endued  wilh  this  two-fbld  life  ; 
d,*  rajt  the  dirine  Matorian,  ■  breathed  into  him 
irealh  of  lives,  and  he  became  a  livlii;'  body  and  a 
g  '  soul :'  He  hod  both  an  anioial  life  in  common 
beasCa,  aDdaapiritnal  lifeincoinmou  with  angels. 
>aal,  who  calls  this  angelical  life  '  the  life  u(  Gud,' 
□ates  tliat  it  can:tlstcd  both  In  that  c;iperi mental 
riedge  of  our  Creator,  wherein,  says  our  chnrch, 
tudeth  our  eternal  lifci"  and  '  iu  righlcousneM 
tme  hnlines!,'  the  moral  aud  most  glurioua  image 
be  Sapreme  Being. 

3  suppose  nian  waa  created  void  of  this  essential 
sledge  and  holg  lose,  is  to  suppose  he  caioe  verjr 
icd  out  of  the  hands  of  the  l^rent  of  all  good ;  fot 
t  is  a  rational  creature,  that  ncilher  ltnou:»  nor 
>  his  Creator,  hat  a  monster  of  slupidity  and  iiigro- 
le,  a  wretch  aclaally  dead  to  God,  and  deserFing 
«nl  destruction? 

lea  the  Lord  therefore  said  In  man,  '  lu  the  day 
I  ealest  lhei*eof,'  that  Is,  iu  the  day  that  thou  Bin- 
,  ■  thou  ehalt  surely  die,'  it  was  as  if  he  bad  »aid, 
1  tbatreryday,  sin  shall  aiumredly  separate  between 
lee  and  the  God  of  thy  life  :  Thoa  shalt  certainly 
ige  the  glorioos  view,  which  thou  hast  of  my  boand> 
:s«  eoodiieas  and  infinite  perfections  -.  'I'hou  shall 
ifallihly  quench  the  spirit  of  ardent  love,  and  jitop 
■e  breath  of  delightful  pralEe,  by  whicli  tbon  livest 
>  m J  glory  and  thy  comfort:  Andlhy'soul, 
lead  ill  trespasses  and  sins,'  shall  remain  in  the 
thy  prison  of  a  mortal  body,  till  death  breaks  it 

ud  was  not  this  Adam's  case  after  his  fall  >  Did 
ot '  know  that  he  was  naked,'  stripped  of  the  glo- 
I  image  of  his  Creator  *  Did  not  guilty  sho-ae  im- 
\Me\f  prompt  him  (o  hide  and  protect,  as  well  ai 
ould,  his  degenerate  and  enfeebled  body  ?  Devoid  of 
urdent  ioi-e  he  felt  for  God  before,  and  of  the  pore 
;hthe  eujoyed  la  Him,  was  not  be  left  the  wreicbed 
of  tormenting  frUTi !     Did  be  not  evidence  his 
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hatred  of  his  heavenly  Benefactor,  by  dreading  his 
voice,  and  flying  from  him  as  hastily  as  he  should  have 
fled  from  the  infernal  serpent  ? 

Was  he  not  depiired  of  the  knowledge  by  which  at 
flnt  tight  he  discovered  the  natnre  of  Eve,  and  gave  to 
ill  living  creatares  names  expressive  of  their  respective 
jiroperdes  ?«-Was  he  not,  I  say,  deprived  of  thai  in- 
tuitive luiowledge  and  excellent  wisdom,  when  he 
foolishly  ^  hid  himself  among  the  trees'  from  his  all- 
9$€ing,  amnipreseni  Creator  ?  And  is  it  not  evident, 
that  he  was  lost  to  all  sense  of  filial  fear  towards  God, 
and  co^jogal  love  towards  Eve,  when,  instead  of  self> 
accnsatbns,  penitential  confessions,  and  earnest  pleas 
for  mercy,  he  diewed  nothing  at  his  trial  bat  stab- 
bomness,  malice,  and  insolence  ? 

Such  waf)  the  state  of  corruption  into  which  Adam 
had  deplorably  fisllen,  before  be  multiplied  tiie  human 
species.  Now,  according  to  the  invariable  laws  of 
Providence,  an  upright,  holy  nature  can  no  more  pro- 
ceed from  a  fallen,  sinful  one,  than  gentie  lambs  can 
be  begotten  by  fierce  tigers,  or  harmless  doves  by 
venomous  serpents :  Common  sense  therefore,  and 
natural  philosophy  dictate,  that  our  first  parents  could 
not  communicate  the  angelical  life  which  they  liad 
lost,  nor  impart  to  their  children  a  better  nature  than 
their  own  ;  and  that  their  depravity  is  as  much  ours  by 
nature,  as  the  fierceness  of  the  first  lion  is  the  natural 
property  of  all  the  lions  in  the  world. 

FOUR  OBJECTIONS. 

1.  Should  it  be  said,  <<This  doctrine  reflects  on 
the  attributes  of  God ;  who,  as  the  wise  and  gracious 
Governor  of  the  world,  should  have  foreseen  end  pre- 
vented the  fall  of  Adam :" 

I  answer,  (1.)  *  God  made  man  in  his  image,'  part  of 
which  consbts  in  free  agency,  or  a  power  to  determine 
his  own  actions.  And  if  creating  a  free  agent  is  not 
repugnant  to  Divine  Wisdom  and  Goodness  ^  the  wrong 


choice,  or  Bin  ofa  iree-agent,  can  be  do  impcacbnent 
of  those  perfectioaa  In  the  Deity.* 

(2.)  Suppose  man  hod  not  been  endued  with  free- 
dom of  choice,  be  wonld  onlf  bare  ranked  among 
admirable  macbiues,  and  nothing  could  bave  been  more 
absurd  than  to  place  him  In  a  state  of  probation.  And 
mppone,  nheji  he  was  ia  that  state,  Diriiie  Power  had 


liGodBi 


I  thus  for  hiamU  la  MlltcQ  :— 


[  &ulBciHittDhave>uni!.i!ioug>iriecla&lL 

'  SudI  oratdiillDiii'cUiereslpowiis! 

''  tteelif  Uieyitowlvrho  stood,  end  f^ll  who  fifLl. 

*  ^ot  bo,  wlial  pn»f  oould  ther  hive  gli^  ilncKe 
)f  true  ailegiadce»  KHUtint faith  or  love, 
VbcretlDly  wbatther  lUoif  nuJda  apppar'il  ; 
IM  wbat  Itiey  inmld  T    Wbal  praltr  niuld  IhEy  Rceirc  I 

P  Whit  pJduiro  1  from  nrh  obrdincc  paid, 

I  ijHl^  md  vftln,  oT  frecdum  both  d^iioUM. 


f  fUifpmlMtilMlion  aver.nil'd 

ir  HOI,  dbpos'd  bj  absolute  d« 
..J.  — iniDwloilge.    They  iht 

C  rtHeknonledgQ  bad  no  iDduaiK  oti 
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irresistibly  turned  tlie  scale  of  his  will  to  obedience, 
the  trial  would  liave  been  prevented,  and  the  counsel 
of  Divine  Wisdom  foolishly  defeated. 

(3.)  God  did  all  that  a  wise  and  good  Ruler  of 
rational  and  free  creatures  could  do,  to  prevent  sin.  He 
placed  in  Adam's  heart  a  vigorous  principle  of  holi- 
ness ;  He  granted  him  sufficient  strength  to  continue  in 
obedience;  He  indulged  him  with  his  blessed  presence 
and  converse,  to  encourage  him  in  the  way  of  duty ; 
He  strictly  forbade  him  to  sin  ;  He  enforced  the  pro- 
hibitiou  by  the  fearful  threatening  of  death ;  He  pro- 
mised to  crown  his  continuance  iu  holiness,  with  a  glo- 
rious immortality ;  and  gave  him  '  the  tree  of  life'  as 
a  pledge  of  this  inestimable  blestsing.  To  have  gone 
farther,  would  have  been  entirely  inconsistent  with  his 
Wisdom ;  an  absolute  restraint  being  as  contrary  to 
the  liberty  of  a  moral  agent,  and  the  natm'e  of  the  Di- 
vine law,  as  chaining  down  a  harmless  man  that  he 
may  not  commit  murder,  is  contrary  to  the  freedom  of 
Englishmen,  and  the  laws  of  this  realm.  Nor  can  we 
either  with  reason  or  decency,  complain  that  Grod  did 
not  make  us  absolutely  immutable  ?ind  perfect  like  him. 
self:  This  is  charging  him  with  folly,  for  not  enduing 
us  with  infinite  wisdom,  and  knowledge  every  way 
boundless ;  that  is,  for  not  making  us  gods  instead  of 
men, 

•  (4.)  In  case  man  fell.  Divine  Mercy  had  decreed  his 
recovery  by  Jesus  Christ :  And  when  the  Almighty 
Redeemer  shall  have  brought  life  out  of  death,  and  light 
out  of  darkness,  the  mysterious  drama  of  creation  and 
redemption,  of  which  we  see  but  one  or  two  acts,  will 
appear,  even  to  our  objectors,  every  way  worthy  of  its 
infinitely  wise  and  gracious  Author. 

XL  In  the  mean  time  they  will  still  urge,  that 
**  Adam's  posterity  (then  unborn)  could  not  justly 
partake  of  the  consequences  of  his  transgressions." 
Bat  shall  cavils  overthrow  matter  of  fact  f  Do  not  we 
Bee  in  every  unrenewed  person,  the  unbelief,  pride,  sin- 
fui  mnosity^  sensuality,  and  alienation  from  God^  to 
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wbich  our  first  parents  were  tiubjected  » 

Do  not  women  bear  children  with  si 

Eve  ?     la  tlie  gronadlesa  cursed  forus  than  for  Adam? 

And  do  not  we  toil,  suffer,  and  die  M  lie  did  ?     If  thii 

order  of  things  wt^re  uifjusi,  would  the  rigUeoua  God 

Late  permitted  its  continuance  to  the  preseut  time  ! 

Beijtdea, 

Adam  contained  in  himgelf,  as  in  miniature,  all  his 
poaleni}'.  The  various  natlous  of  meu,  are  nothiug 
but  different  braocbca  growing  from  that  origiual  root. 
Thejr  are  Adam,  or  Man,  existing  at  large  ;  as  the 
branches  of  a  spreading  oak,  with  all  the  acorns  (hat 
bare  grown  DpoD,  and  dropped  from  them,  during  a  loug 
succesaion  of  auoimera,  are  nothing  but  the  original 
acoro,  unfolding  and  malciplying  itself  with  all  its 
essential  propeities.  It  ia  then  ax  ridiculous  to  wond«r, 
that  the  eons  of  depraved  Adam  should  naturally  be 
depraved,  as  that  an  ncorn  should  naturally  produce 
an  oak  ;  and  a  poisonous  root,  a  malignant  plant. 
Again. 

Adam'was  the  general  head,  representative,  and  father 
ofmaukiud;  and  wc  sufTer  for  his  rebellion /cfatfy; 
as  tbe  children  of  those  who  have  sold  themselves  fbr 
slaves,  are  born  in  a  state  of  wretched  slavery ;  andai 
thedeacendantsota  noble  traitor  lose  the  title  by  their 
ancestor's  crime  :  Naturally,  as  the  sous  of  a  bankrupt 
suETer  poverty  For  their  lather's  extravagance,  or  as 
'  Oehozi's  leprosy  clave  to  him  and  his  seed  for  ever  ;' 
And  anavoidabts ,  as  an  unboro  child  shares  the  fate  of 
hit  unhappy  mother,  when  she  inadvertently  poisons, 
or  desperately  slabs  herself. 

lit.  "  But,"  aay  the  same  objectors,  "  supposing  it 
be  granted  that  we  are  naturally  depraved  i  Yet  if  our 
depravity  is  natural,  it  ia  necessars;  and  we  are  no 
more  blanieahSe  for  it,  than  lione  for  their  fierceness, 
or  Ethiopians  for  their  black  complexion." 

(1,)  Onr  objectors  would  not,  I  preaume,  he  under- 
attwd  to  iusinuBle  hy  "blameable,"  that  oar  depravity 
>t  render  us  deteatable  in  the  eyes  of  a  holy  God, 
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or  that  it  is  not  in  itself  blame-worthy.  Do  they  less 
dislike  the  complexion  of  the  Ethiopians,  or  less  detest 
the  destructive  rage  of  lions,  because  it  is  natural  to 
them  ?  If  moral  dispositions  ceased  to  be  worthy  of 
praise  or  dispraise,  as  soon  as  they  are  rooted,  moraBg 
neceiiarff  and  In  <Aa<  sense,  natural;  whatabsnrd  con- 
sequences would  follow !  Sinners  would  become  guilt- 
less by  arridng  at  complete  Impeniteucy ;  and  God 
could  not  be  praised  for  his  holiness,  uor  Satan  dis- 
praised for  his  sinfulness,  holiness  being  as  essential  to 
God,  by  the  absolute  perfection  of  his  nature,  as  sin  is 
morally  necessary  to  the  devil,  by  the  unconquerable 
habit  which  he  has  wilfully  contracted,  and  in  which 
he  obstinately  remains. 

(2.)  Should  they  mean,  that  *'  we  are  notatuwerabU 
or  accountable  for  our  depravity,"  I  reply,  Though 
I  should  grant  (which  I  am  very  &r  from  doing)  f  that 
we  are  no  way  accountable  for  our  moral  infection,  yet 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  are  answerable  for  our  obiti" 
nate  refusal  of  relief,  and  for  the  wilful  neglect  of  the 
means  fotand  ottt  by  Divine  Mercy  for  our  cure.  Can 
we  justiy  charge  God  with  cither  our  misfortune,  or  our 
guilt?  Do  not  parents,  by  the  law  of  nature,  represent 
their  unborn  posterity?  If  Adam  nuned  us  by  a 
common  transgression;  has  not  Christ,  the  second 
Adam,  provided  for  us  a  eommon  salvation  ?  (Jade  3 ; 
Heb.  ii.  3.)  If  by  *  the  offence  of  one  [Adam  J  judg- 
ment came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation ;  by  the 
righteousness  of  one,  [Christ,]  is'  not  '  the  free  gift 
come  upon  all  men  to  justific^on  of  life  ?'  (Kom.  v. 
18.)  And  since  God  has  declared,  that  <  the  son  shall 
not  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father*  beyond  the  short 

\  MUton  introduces  AdAm  spoaking  thtnt — 

Ah  why  should  ail  mankind. 

For  <)tie  man*ft  fiiult,  thtis  guiltless  be  condemned. 
If  guiltless  f    But  from  me  what  can  proceed. 
But  all  corrupt,  both  mind  and  wiU  deprav'd. 
Not  to  do  only*  but  to  u>fS  the  same 
With  ine  f    How  can  they  then  acquitted  stand 
In  sight  of  God  ?    Him  after  all  disputes 
Foxc'd  I  absolve. 
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period  of  Oih  transitory  Efe ;  if  any  suffer  after  death, 
h  it  uot  eiitirelf  for  tlieir  owd  nDbelief,  and  pcculiai 
sins.'I  (Compare  Jobu  iii.  18,  19,  and  Mark  svi.  16.) 
Bat  what  followa  coniplelely  viudicales  oar  Creator's 
goodness. 

(3.)  Do  sin  and  misery  abound  by  our  fall  in  Adum  ? 
Graeeand  glory  '  abound  much  more'  by  onr  '  ledenip- 
tion' in  Jeaas  Christ  (Rom.  v.  20.)  Aud"itmu3ibe 
owing  lo  onr  own  pcrrersenPls,  or  our  own  uegligenre," 
says  the  ingenions  Herrey  willi  gieat  trutb,  "  if  we  do 
not  levy  a  tax  upon  onr  loss,  and  riae  even  by  our  fall. "5 
'ITiis  leaves  uii  uottlie  least  shndow  of  reason  to  ciHn- 
plain  of  the  divine  proceedings  respecting  ns. 

We  may  then  conclude,  that  a  mora!  depravity,  whicii 
comes  upon  tis  by  the  ait/ul  choice  of  a  parent,  in 
whom  we  aerainaltg  and /erferaff^  existed, — a  depravity 
which  cleaves  lo  us  by  an  odilinate  neglect  of  the  iufi- 
nitely  precions  means  provided  to  remove  it,— a  dejira- 
vhy  which  works  now  by  our  uwnperionalcAoice,  and 
fawhich  wedailygive  our  assent  by  the/i-ce  commission 
^B  »UlDn  JDtnuliicHGiidspeEkiDgttiodatlieMcaiiaU: 


And  Uve  Id  ihco  trsmplimlrd,  uid  ftom  ihec 

CRSllun-i  great  nipcriar,  msn,  is  mine ; 

Fk  B-mr  u™  lotour.-a  ™  i,oH  in  h«vHi. 

If  DM  fu  tolda  ,*UU  «  disbriioe.               "'voiiNa 
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of  sins  that  are  avoidable,  leaves  as  not  only  account- 
able, but  inexcusable  before  God. 

IV.  However  the  advocates  for  the  natural  purity 
of  the  human  race  (endeavouring  to  clog  with  difficol- 
tiet,  what  they  cannot  disprove  to  be  matter  of  fact) 
still  assert,  <'  As  we  have  souls  immediately  from  God, 
\f  we  are  born  sinful,  be  must  either  create  nttful  souls, 
which  cannot  be  supposed  without  impiety ;  or  send 
sinleis  souls  into  sinful  bodies,  to  be  defiled  by  the 
unhappy  union,  which  is  as  inconsistent  with  his  good- 
ness as  his  justice.  Add  to  this,"  say  the  objectors, 
**  that  nothing  can  be  more  uuphilosophical  than  to 
suppose,  that  a  body,  a  mere  lump  of  organized  matter, 
is  able  to  communicate  to  a  pure  spirit  that  moral 
pollution,  of  which  itself  is  as  incapable,  as  the  mur- 
derer's sword  is  incapable  of  cruelty." 

This  specious  objection,  which  Dr.  Watts  acknow- 
ledges to  be  f '  the  very  chief  point  of  difficulty  in  all 
the  controversies  about  original  sin,"  is  wholly  founded 
upon  the  vulgar  notion,  that  we  have  our  souls  imme- 
diately from  God  by  infusion  :  It  will  therefore  entirely 
fail  to  the  ground,  if  we  can  prove,  that  we  receive 
them,  as  well  as  our  bodies,  by  traduction  from  Adam  : 
And  that  this  is  fact,  appears,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  by 
the  following  arguments : — 

(1.)  We  have  no  ground  from  scripture  or  reason  to 
think,  that  adulterers  can,  when  they  please,  put  God 
upon  creating  new  souls  to  animate  the  spurious  fruit 
of  their  crime.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  said,  that  God 
'  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  aU  his  work'  of 
creation. 

(2.)  Eve  herself  was  not  created  but  in  Adam : 
God  breathed  im  breafli  of  life  into  her,  as  he  did  into 
her  husband,  to  make  him  *  a  living  soul.'  Therefore 
when  Adam  saw  her,  he  said,  '  she  shall  be  called 
woman,  because  she  [her  whole  self,  not  her  bodvonly] 
was  taken  out  of  man.'  If  then  tiie  soul  of  the  first 
woman  sprang  from  Adam's  soul,  as  her  body  from  his 
body,  what  reason  have  we  to  believe^  that  the  souls  of 


her  posterity  are  immedhitel)'  infoaed,  as  AdatD's  wu 
nhen  God  created  liim  .' 

(3.)  Ali  agrre,  that  under  God  we  receive  life  from 
onr  parents  ;  and  lilife,  then  certainly  our  lou/,  which 
\s  Hie  principle  of  lift. 

(4.)  Other  animals  have  powertQ  propagate  Iheirowti 
species  '  after  ils  kiod  ;'  they  can  generate  ammaleii 
bodies  :  Why  ehonld  man  lie  but  halfst  father  ?  When 
did  God  stint  him  to  propagate  the  mere  iheU  of  his 
person,  the  hndy  without  the  soul?  Was  it  when  '  he 
blessed  him,  and  s^d.  Be  fraicfu!  and  multiply  ?' 
When  he  E^poke  tlius,  did  he  not  address  himself  tu  the 
tout,  as  well  as  lo  the  body  ?  Can  the  body  alone  either 
ander«taiii]  or  execatc  a  command  ?  Is  it  not  on  the 
contrary  highly  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  by  riitae 
of  the  divine  appointment  and  blessing,  the  whole  man 
can  '  be  fruitful  and  multiply :'  And  the  soul,  under 
proper  circumstances,  can  generate  a  soul,  as  a  thought 
btgets  a  ihongbt;  and  can  kindle  the  dame  of  life,  as 
one  taper  lights  auotlier ;  nithont  weakening  its  immor- 
tal substance,  any  mure  than  God  the  Father  (if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  comparison)  imp^rs  the  dirinc  essence 
by  the  eternal  generation  of  his  '  only-begotten  Son  ?' 

(50  Does  not  matter  of  fact  eorroboraic  the  preced- 
ing ar^ment }  A  sprightly  race-horse  generally  he^ts 
a  mettlesome  colt ;  while  a  bei''  ^cart-horse  begets  a 
colt,  Ihat  bears  the  stamp  of  its  sire's  dulness.  And 
is  il  not  so  with  mankind  iu  general  ?  The  children  of 
the  Hottentots  and  Esquimaux  are  commonly  as  stupid, 
while  those  of  the  English  and  French  are  nsually  as 
tkarp  B3  their  parents.  Von  seldom  see  a  wit  springing 
from  two  half'Witted  people,  or  a  fool  descended  from 
tery  sensible  parents.  The  children  of  men  of  genius 
arc  frequently  as  remarkable  Ibr  some  branch  of  here- 
ditary genius,  as  those  of  blackheads  for  their  native 
stupidity.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  very 
passionate  and  Highty  parents,  have  very  passionate 
and  Sighty  children.  And  I  Lave  a  hundred  times  dis- 
corered,  not  only  the  features,  look,  and  complexion  of 
a  mother  in  a  child's  face  ;  but  ba\&  KUi  & 
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coupcnial  soul,  looking  out  (if  I  may  so  speak)  at  those 
windows  of  the  body,  which  we  call  the  eyes.  Hence 
I  conclude,  that  the  advice  frequently  given  to  those 
who  are  about  to  choose  a  companioD  for  life,  '*  Take 
care  of  the  breed^**  is  not  absolately  without  founda- 
tion ;  although  some  lajr  too  much  stress  upon  it, 
forgetting  that  a  thousand  unknown  accidents  may  form 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule ;  and  not  considering, 
that  the  peculiarity  of  the  father's  breed,  may  be  hap- 
pily corrected  by  that  of  tlie  mother,  (and  vice  versa,) 
and  that  as  the  grace  of  God,  yielded  to,  may  sweeten 
the  worst  temper ;  so  sin,  persisted  in,  may  sour  the 
best. 

(6.)  Agdn,  Moses  informs  us,  that  fallen  *  Adam 
begat  a  son  in  his  own  likeness  and  after  his  image  :' 
But  had  he  generated  a  body  without  a  soul,  he  would 
not  have  '  begotten  a  son  in  his  own  likeness,'  since  he 
was  not  a  mere  mortal  body,  but  a  fallen  disembodied 
spirit,    (Compare  Gen.  v.  3,  with  zlvi,  26.) 

*<  But  upon  this  scheme,"  will  objectors  say,  '*  If 
Adam  was  converted  when  he  begat  a  son,  he  begat  a 
converted  soul."  This  does  by  no  means  follow ;  for 
if  he  was  bom  of  God  after  his  fell,  it  was  '  by  grace 
through  faith,'  and  not  by  nature  through  generation  : 
He  could  not,  therefore,  communicate  his  spiritual 
regeneration  by  natural  generation,  any  more  than  a 
great  scholar  can  propagate  his  learning  together  with 
his  species. 

Should  it  be  again  objected,  that  '^  The  soul  is  not 
generated,  because  the  scriptures  declare,  '  The  Lord 
is  the  Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,'  and  <  llie 
spirit  returns  to  God  who  gave  it  :* "  I  answer.  It  is 
also  written,  that  Job  and  David  were  '  fearfully  made 
and  fashioned  by  the  hands  of  God  in  the  womb  ;* 
that  He  '  formed  Jeremiah  in  the  belly ;'  and  that 
*  we  are  the  o£fspring  of  Him  who  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men.'  Now,  if  the  latter  scriptures 
4o  not  exclude  the  interposition  of  parents,  in  the  for- 
mation of  their  children's  bodies:  by  what  rule  of 
criticism  or  divinity  can  we  prove^  that  the  former 
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eiclnde  Ibat  interposition  in  the  produciioii  of  their 

Nor  can  materialists,  who  hare  no  ideas  of  genera- 
tion but  auch  as  are  gross  and  carnal  like  their  own 
sysleni,  with  any  shadow  of  reasoa  infer,  that  "  if  the 
snni  Is  generated  witli  the  body,  it  will  also  perish  with 
it;"  For  dissolotion  is  ao  fiir  from  beini?  a  necesaarjt 
consequence  of  the  spiritnal  generation  of  souls,  that 
it  woold  not  so  mnch  as  hare  followed  the  generation 
of  our  bodies,  if  Adam  had  not  brought '  sin  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  ain." — Again,  If  whrat,  a  malcrial 
seed,  which  grows  oat  of  the  same  earthly  clod  with 
the  chaff  that  encloses  it,  can  sob?is[  unimpai red,  when 
that  mean  cover  is  destroyed  ;  how  mnch  mare  can  the 
soul,  (that  spiritual,  vital,  heavenly  power,  which  is  of 
k  natnre  su  vastly  superior  to  the  body  in  which  it  il 
confined,)  continue  to  exist,  when  flesh  and  blood  are 
returned  to  their  native  dust  I 

Should  some  persons  reject  what  1  say  of  the  trsiluc- 
tiOD  of  souls,  iu  order  (o  illnstrate  the  derivation  of 
original  sin  ;  and  should  they  sa^ ,  that  tliey  have  no 
more  idea  of  the  gensralian,  6>an  honest  Nieodemtis 
had  of  the  refeneralion,  of  a  ipirlli  I  beg  leavs  to 
observe  two  things  ; 

Ftrtl.  If  such  objectors  are  converted,  they  will  not 
deny  the  regeneration  of  souls  by  tlie  Spirit  of  God, 
■liice  they  experience  it,  and  our  Lord  speaks  of  it  as 
a  blessed  reality,  even  while  he  represents  it  as  a  mys- 
tery ttntnoan  as  to  the  manner  of  )l.  (John  iil.  8—13.) 
Now,  if  pious  souls  have  been  regenerated  from  the 
bet^niug  of  die  world,  withont  eiiaetly  knowing  Aou.* 
k  it  reasonable  to  deny  that  sou  Is  are  fim^raln/,  merely 
beesuse  we  cannot  exactly  account  for  the  manner  in 
fAlcb  &at  wonder  takes  place  ? 

Stcondfy.  Should  my  objectora  be  versed  in  natural 
plulosophy,  they  need  not  be  told,  that  even  the  kind 
of  geueraiiou  which  they  allow,  ie  as  mnch  a  tai/tters 
to  nftn,  as  the  movement  of  a  watch  is  to  a  child,  that 
Jutaeesthe  case  and  the  glass.  If  they  will  not  believt 


130  AN   APPEAL.  [part 

me,  let  them  bcrie\'e  Him  who  *  gave  his  heart  to  search 
out  by  wisdom  couccrning  all  things  that  are  done 
under  heaven,'  and  who,  tooching  upon  onr  question, 
aajt,  *  Ab  tbov  knowest  not  what  is  the  way  of  the 
iplrit,  nor  how  the  bones  do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her 
that  if  with  diild ;  even  so  thon  knowest  not  the  works 
of  Ood  who  makelii  all.'  (Eocles.  xt  5.) 

For  mj  part,  I  do  not  see  why  the  same  Almighty 
Preserver  of  men,  who  (as  St.  Peml  tells  ns,)  made  of 
ONB  BLOOD  the  bodies  of  ali  naiioni  of  men,  might 
not,  of  one  active  thouoht,  and  abdent  dbmiub,  have 
made  ^e  sonls  of  all  nathns  of  men  also.  Have  not 
thought  and  deHre  as  great  affinity  to  the  natnre  of  the 
eottlf  as  bhod  has  to  tiiat  of  the  bodjf  t  And,  conse- 
qnendy,  are  not  onr  ideas  of  the  traduction  of  the  soul, 
as  dear  as  those  which  we  can  form  of  the  generation 
of  the  bodif  7 

Having  dwelt  so  long  npon  the  manner  in  wbich 
mankind  naturally  propagate  original  corruption,  toge- 
ther with  their  whole  species,  I  hope  I  may  reasonably 
resume  the  conclusion  of  my  argument,  and  affirm > 
that  if  Adam  corrupted  the  fountain  of  hnman  nature 
in  himself,  we,  the  streams,  cannot  but  be  naturally 
corrupted. 

thirty-second  argument. 

God  being  a  Spirit,  reason  and  revelation  jointly 
inform  us,  that  his  law  is  tpiritual,  and  extendi  to  our 
thoughts  and  tempers,  as  well  as  to  our  words  and  ac- 
tions. At  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  it  forbids  every 
thing  that  is  sinful,  or  has  the  least  tendency  to 
atn  ;  It  commands  all  Hiat  is  excellent,  and  enjoins  it 
to  be  done  widi  the  utmost  perlfection  of  our  dispen* 
mAou. 

.  llierefore,  if  we  have  not  always  trusted  and  de- 

ttghited  in  God,  more  than  in  all  things  and  persons  ;  if 

'    for  one  instant  we  have  hved,  or  feared  '  the  creature 

■lore  than  the  Creator;'  we  *  have'  had '  another  god 

besides  the  Lord.'  (Col.  iii.  5 :  Phil.  ill.  19.)— Hare  we 
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once  omitted  to  adore  Him  ■  ia  spirit  and  in  truth'  Id- 
wardly,  or  at  any  time  worshipped  Him  without  ticcom- 
iug  reueratiou  outwardly?;  we  have  Craaagresaed  as  if 
we  had  '  bowed  to  a  graven  image.'  (John  ir.  24.) — 
Thougli  perjury  and  imprecationa  should  never  barE 
defiled  our  lipa  ;  yet,  if  ever  we  mentioned  God's  tre- 
mendous name  tboaghtlesely,  or  Lrrevei'ently,  in  prayer, 
reading,  or  couTer^tion,  we  hare  '  taken  it  in  vain,' 
and  the  Searcher  of  hcara '  will  nothold'us  'gniltleis.' 
(Phil.  il.  10.)— And  if  it  has  not  been  our  constant 
practice  and  delight  to  ■  enter  bis  coorta  with  prai»e,' 
and  spend  the  whole  Sabbath  in  hia  blesaed  service,  we 
have  polluted  that  aacredday,  andtheguiltof  profane- 
nesB  mayjuatly  be<:hargednpoaus.  (Uaiah  Iviii.  IB.) 

Did  we  ever  shew  any  disreapect  to  our  snperiors,  or 
nnkiudiieaa  to  our  equaU  and  inferiors  ? ;  we  have  vio- 
lated the  prvcept  liiat  commanda  us  to  ■  hououraU  men,' 
and  be  puuduul  in  the  discharge  of  all  social  and  rela- 
tive duties.  (I  Pet.  ii.  17.) — Did  we  ever  weaken  our 
conatitntion  by  excGsa,  strike  our  neighbour  in  anger, 
wound  his  character  with  an  iojurioua  word,  or  only 
suffer  hatred  to  ride  in  our  breas'^  against  him  ?  ;  we 
have  committed  a  apecies  ofmarder;  tor '  Whosoever 
shall  say  lo  bin  brother,  'fliou  foul,  ahal)  be  in  danger 
of  hell-fire;'  and  'Whosoever  bateih  his  brothe*  is  a 
iDtirderer.'  (Matt.  t.  22 ;  I  John  iii.  15  } — Are  we  '  the 
friends  of  the  world  ?,'  an  apostle  braudd  ua  with  the 
name  of  '  adulterers,'  because  we  are  false  to  our  hea- 
venly Bridegroom.  (JameB  iv.  4.)  Aud  if  we  have  ouly 
'  looked  on  a  woman  to  lual  ailer  her,'  Christ  declare* 
we  '  have  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in  our 
heart.'  (.Matt.  v.  2S.)— Have  we  overcharged  our  cus- 
tomers, exacted  npon  auy  one  in  oar  bargains,  ioslsted 
on  a  full  salary  for  work  done  by  halves,  defrauded  the 
king  of  anypart  of  hia  taxes,  or  taken  advantage  of  the 
necessity  and  ignorance  of  others  to  get  by  their  lose } ; 
we  .iwell  the  numerous  tiibe  of  reputable  thieves,  and 
genteel  robbers.  (Matt.  xsii.  21.) — Neglecting  to  keep 
IT  word  and  haptitmal  vow,  or  speaking  an  natrnth. 
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is  *  bearing  false  witness  against  our  neighbour,*  our- 
selves, or  Christ,  who  styles  himself  *  the  Truth.' 
(Rev.  szii.  15.) — And  giving  place  to  a  fretful,  discon- 
tented thooght,  or  an  irregular^  envioos  desire,  is  a 
breach  of  that  spiritual  precept,  which  made  St.  Paul 
say^  ^  I  had  not  known  lust,'  or  a  wrong  desire,  '  to  be 
sin,  except  the  law  had  said,  Thou  shalt  not  covet.' 
(Rom.  vii.  7,) 

Such  being  the  extreme  spirituality  of  the  Law,  who 
can  plead,  that  he  never  was  guilty  of  breaking  one,  or 
even  all  of  the  ten  commandments  ?  And  if  we  have 
broken  them  all,  either  in  their  literal  or  spiritual  mean- 
ing, and  are  threatened  for  every  traqsgression  with  a 
curse  suitable  to  the  Lawgiver's  infinite  Majesty,  who 
can  conceive  the  greatness  of  our  guilt  and  danger  ? 
Till  we  find  a  sanctuary  under  the  shadow  of  a  Saviour's 
wings,  are  we  not  as  liable  to  the  strokes  of  divine  ven- 
Ifeance,  as  a  felon,  guilty  of  breaking  all  the  statutes  of 
his  country,  is  liable  to  the  penalty  of  human  laws  .> 

If  this  is  not  the  case,  there  is  no  justice  in  the 
court  of  heaven,  and  the  laws  given  with  so  much 
terror  from  the  Almighty's  throne,  like  the  statutes 
of  children,  or  the  Pope's  balls,  are  only  bruta  ful- 
mina,  words  without  effect,  and  thunders  without 
lightnings. 

Some  indeed  flatter  themselves,  that  ''Hie  law,  since 
the  gospel-dispensation,  abates  much  of  its  demands  of 
perfect  love."  But  their  hope  is  equally  unsupported 
by  reason  and  scripture,  llie  law  is  the  eternal  rule 
of  right,  the  moral  picture  t)f  the  God  of  holiness  and 
love.  It  can  no  more  vary,  than  its  eternal,  unchange- 
able Original.  The  Lord  '  will  not  alter  the  thing  that 
is  gone  out  of  his  mouth.'  He  must  cease  to  be  what 
he  is,  before  his  law  can  lose  its  power  to  bind  either 
men  or  angels ;  and  all  creatures  shall  break,  sooni^r 
than  it  shall  bend ;  for  if  it  commands  us  only  te  '  loVe 
€k>d  with  all  our  heart,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,' 
what  JUST  abatement  can  be  made  in  so  equitable  a 
precept  ?    Therefore  man,  who  breaks  the  righteous 


law  of  God  us  naturally  as  he  breathes,  is,  and  must 
contimie,  nndpr  its  fearful  curse,  till  he  has  secured 
the  pai'dan  atid  help  oEbred  him  in  the  goapel. 


Nor  is  the  gospel  Itself  without  ita  thrcateniup  ; 
for  if  the  Lord,  on  the  one  band,  '■  opens  tlie  kiagdom 
of  heaven  lo  uU  believers  ;"  be  declares,  on  the  other, 
(hat  ■  they  shall  all  be  daumed  who  believe  not  tbe 
truth,"  when  it  ia  proposed  to  them  with  sufficient  evi- 
dence) and  that  'he  who  believeth  not  in  condenined 
alreBdy,  becaute  he  hath  not  believed  on  the  came  of 
(he  only-begottea  Son  ofQod.'  (SThesa.  ii.  12;  John 
ill.  18.)  From  these  awftil  declarations,  )  draw  the 
following  arguincnt ! 

If  faith  is  so  essential  a  Tirtac,  how  depraved  and 
wretched  Is  man,  who  isso  excessively 'slow  of  heart  to 
believe'  the  things  that  concern  his  salvation  !  Matter 
of  fact  daily  proves,  that  we  readily  admit  the  evidence 
of  men,  while  we  peremptorily  reject  the  testimony  of 
God.  CoramodoreByron'sexiraordinary  acconnt  otthe 
giants  in  PalaRonla  ia,  or  was,  every  where  ireeived  ; 
Bntthatof  Jeans  Christ,  concerning  (hose  Who  'walk  in 
the  broad  way  to  destmciion,'  ia,  and  has  always  been, 
(00  generally  disregarded.  (Matt.  vii.  13.) 

On  reading  in  a  newspaper  an  anonymous  letter  Itodi 
Saples,  we  believe,  that  rivers  of  Uqnid  (ire  flow  from 
the  ranvQlsed  bowels  of  a  monntaln,  and  form  bumlng 
lakes  In  the  adjacent  plains :  But  if  we  read  in  the 
scripture,  that  'I'ophet,  the  burning  lake,  ■  is  prepared 
of  old'  for  the  impeniient,  we  beg  leave  to  withhold  onr 
asnenl  ;  and  unless  divine  grace  pre\enta,  we  must  fall 
in,  and  feel,  before  we  assent  and  beliere.  [Is^iJi 
cts.  33.) 

Who,  that  baa  seen  a  map  of  Africa,  ever  doubled 
whether  tliere  ia  such  a  kingdom  aa  that  of  Morocco, 
iboogh  he  never  saw  It,  or  any  of  Its  natives?  But  who 
that  has  perused  the  gospel,  never  doubted,  whether  the 
'  kingdom  of  heaven  within  us,'  or  that  stale  of 'right- 
eouEneas,  peace,  and  joy  In  the  Holy  Ghost,'  whlcb. 
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God  opens  to  believers  upon  earth,  is  not  a  mereimagi- 
nation  ?  though  Christ  himself  invites  us  to  it,  and 
many  pious  persons,  not  only  testify  they  enjoy  it,  but 
actually  shew  its  blessed  fruits,  in  heavenly  tempers,  a 
blameless  life,  a  triumphant  death.  (Mark  i.  14 ;  Luke 
xvii.  21  ;  Rom.  xiv.  17  ;  Re?,  i.  6.) 

With  what  readiness  do  we  depend  upon  an  honest 
man's  promise,  especially  if  it  is  reduced  into  a  bond ! 
Bat  with  what  reluctance  do  we  rely  on  the  '  many 
great  and  precious  promises'  of  Ood,  confirmed  bp  an 
oath,  delivered  before  the  most  unexceptionable  wit- 
nesses, and  sealed  with  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ !  (2 
Peter  i.  4 ;  2  Cor.  I.  20  ;  Heb.  vi.  17.) 

And  ye  numerous  tribe  of  patients,  how  do  ye  shame 
those  who  call  themselves  Christians !  So  entire  is  the 
trust  which  your  epose  upon  a  physician's  advice,  whom 
perhaps  you  have  seen  but  once,  that  you  immediately 
abstain  from  your  pleasant  food,  and  regularly  take  medi- 
cines, which,  for  what  you  know,  may  be  as  injurious 
to  your  stomach,  as  they  are  offensive  to  your  palate  : 
But  we,  who  profess  Christianity,  generally  quarrel  with 
Christ's  prescriptions  ;  and  if  we  do  not  understand  the 
nature  of  a  remedy  which  he  recommends,  we  think  this 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  it.  From  Christ  only, 
if  we  can  help  it,  we  wiU  take  nothing  upon  trust. 

One  false  witness  is  often  sufficient  to  make  us  believe, 
that  a  neighbour  vows  to  do  us  an  injury ;  but  twenty 
ministers  of  Jesus  cannot  persuade  us,  God  '  hath  sworn 
in  his  wrath,'  that  if  we  die  in  our  sins, '  we  shall  not 
enter  into  his  rest,'  (Psalm  xcv.  11,)  or  that  if  we 
*  oome  to  him'  for  pardon  and  life,  '  he  will  in  no  wise 
cast  us  out.'  (John  vi.  37.) — ^The  ^most  defamatory 
and  improbable  reports  spread  with  uncommon  swiftness 
and  pass  for  matter  of  fact ;  but  when  St.  Paul  testifies, 
that  '  if  any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  Is 
none  of  his,*  (Rom.  viii.  9,)  who  believes  his  testi- 
mony ?  Does  not  the  same  mind,  that  was  open  to  scan- 
dalous lies,  prove  shut  against  such  a  revealed  truth  ? 

Isaiah  asks,  'Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?'  And 
Jesas  says,  *  When  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  shall  he 


fiud  tkith  upon  the  earth  ?'  Mas  !  there  would  hate 
been  uo  room  for  tliene  plaintlTe  questions,  if /As  word  ef 
God  had  not  been  proposed  to  oar  faith ;  for  the  mott 
grouDdless  and  absurd  asseitiaas  of  men  find  multt- 
tudes  of  believers.  We  see  daily,  that  au  idle  nunonr 
al>outa  peace  or  a  war  meets  with  sach  credit  as  to 
raise  or  sink  the  Stoclts  Id  a  few  hours. 

It  is  erideot  that  man  hath  a  foolish  and  '  evil  heart 
of  unbelief,'  ready  to '  strain  at  a  gnat'  iu  divine  rerela- 
tiou,  wbite  he  greedily  '  swallows  up  the  camel'  of 
human  imposture.  Now  if  it  is  part  of  the  gospel, 
which  Christ  commands  hia  ministers  en  '  preach  to 
every  creature,'  that  'he  who  helteveth  nut  shall  be 
damned,'  (Mark  svi.  16,)  how  great  is  the  depravity, 
and  how  immitieDt  the  danger  of  fallen  mau,  who  has 
such  a  strong  propensity  to  so  destmctire,  so  damnable 
a  sin  as  oobelief  I 


But  let  us  come  atill  nearer  W  the  point.  If  we  are 
not  'by  nature  conceived  in  sin,'  and  'children  of 
wrath, 'millionsofinfants,  who  die  wilhoni  actual  sin, 
have  no  need  of  the  blood  of  Chriet  to  wasli  their  robes, 
nor  his  Spirit  to  purify  their  hearts.  The  incarnation  of 
the  Eternal  Word,  and  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
are  bs  unnecessary  to  them,  as  the  visits  of  a  physician, 
and  his  remedies,  to  persons  in  perfect  healdi.  I'heir 
spotless  Innocency  is  a  iulEcient  passport  for  heaven  : 
Baptism  is  ridicnluus,  and  the  Christian  religion  absnrd 
in  their  case. 

Nor  does  it  appear,  why  it  might  not  be  as  absurd 
with  regard  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  did  they  but  act 
their  part  n  little  better:  For  if  we  are  naturally  inno- 
cent, we  have  a  natural  power  to  remain  so;  and  by  a 
proper  nse  of  it,  we  may  avoid  tlanding  In  need  of  the 
salvation  procared  by  Christ  for  the  lost. 

Nay,  if  innocent  nature,  carefully  improred,  may  be 
the  way  to  eternal  life.  It  is  certidnly  the  readiest  way  ; 
and  the  Sou  of  God  speaks  like  the  graod  deceiver  at 
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mankind,  wJicn  lie  says, '  I  am  tlic  way ;  noman  cometh 
unto  the  Father,  hut  6y  me,'  Christians,  let  self-con- 
ceited Deists  entertain  the  thought,  but  harbour  it  not 
a  momeni :  lu  you  il  would  be  highly  blatjphemoui. 


TIIIRTY-FIFTH   ARGUMBMT. 

And  that  yon  may  detest  it  the  more,  consider  fur- 
ther, that  all  the  capital  doctrines  of  Christianity  are 
bailt  upon  that  fundamental  article  of  our  deprarity  and 
danger.  If  all  flesh  hath  not  corrupted  its  way,  how 
severe  are  those  words  of  Christ,  *  Except  ye  repent,  ye 
shall  all  perish :'  And  '  except  ye  be  converted,  ye  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven !' — If  all  are  not 
carnal  and  earthly  by  their  first  birth, how  absurd  is  what 
be  said  to  Nicodemus,  *  Exrept  aman  be  bom  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  heaven !' — If  there  is  any 
spiritual  health  in  us  by  nature,  how  notoriously  &l8e 
are  these  assertions !  '  All  our  sufficiency  is  of  God  :' 
*  Without  me  yc  can  do  nothing/ — If  every  natural  man 
is  not  the  reverse  of  that  holiness  in  which  Adam  was 
created,  how  irrational  these  and  the  like  scriptures,-^ 
'  If  any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  :'  '  In 
Christ  Jesus  neither <;ircumcision  availeth  anything,  nor 
uncircumcision,  but  a  new  creature  /* — ^To  conclude : 
If  mankind  are  not  universally  corrupt,  guilty,  and  con*- 
demned,  how  unnecessarily  alarming  is  this  declaration , 
— *  He  that  believeth  not  on  the  Son  of  God,  is  con* 
demned  already :  The  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  !' 
And  if  we  are  not  foolish,  unrighteous,  unholy  and 
endaved  to  sin,  why  is  *  Christ  made  to  us  of  God  wis- 
dom, righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption  ?' 

Take  away  then  the  doctrine  of  the  fall,  and  the  tower 
of  erangelic^  truth,  built  by  Jesus  Christ,  is  no  more 
ftmnded  on  a  rock,  but  upon  the  sand ;  or  rather,  the 
stately  fobric  is  instantly  thrown  down,  and  leaves  no 
rniiis  behind  it,  but  the  dry  morality  of  Epictetus, 
covered  with  the  rubbish  of  the  wildest  metaphors,  and 
Imri^d  in  the  most  impertinent  ceremonies. 


e  absurdity  ill 

the  mo^t  immiDCiiC  dauger  of  destmclion,  DUthiiig  can 
be  more  extravagauC  than  tbe  great  aiticlc  of  the  Chris' 
tUo  fattb,  tbus  expressed  ia  Ibc  NIceue  Creed ;  "  Jeaas 
Christ,  very  God  of  very  Gut),  by  whom  aJI  tilings  iverc 
Diiide;  whoforuimenjaDdfuroiiraalvaliaUicamedDWii 
from  heavcu,  was  made  mau,  aud  was  crucilied/briM." 

U  it  not  asUnisbing,  Cbat  there  should  be  people  to 
iu&toated,  as  to  join  every  Lard's  day  in  this  wlemn 
confeasbn,  and  to  deny,  the  other  six,  the  horrible 
dafger  to  wbidi  (hey  are  exposed,  till  they  hare  an 
interest  in  Christ }  Is  not  the  least  grain  of  common 
sense  sufficient  to  malie  an  attentive  person  see,  that  if 
he,  "  by  whom  all  tilings  were  made,  came  froto  hca~ 
ven  far  our  salvation,"  if  he  "  was  made  tuon"  that  be 
might  RuETer  and  be  "  crucified  for  us ;  "  he  iaw  m 
i^uilty,  coodemued,  lost,  and  obaoidQus  to  the  damna- 
li'in,  which  we  conlinualiy  deprecate  in  the  Utanj ; 
Shall  we  charge  the  Son  of  Gud  in  '  whom  are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  divine  wisdom,'  with  the  unparoUeleit 
folly  of  Cuming  from  heaven  to  atone  for  innocent  crea- 
tnres,  lo  reprieve  persons  aaeonrfaMnerf,  to  redeem  a 
race  of  free  men,  to  deliver  from  the  curse  a  people 
not  aCEaried;  to  hang  by  exquisitely  doluruuB  WDQnds, 
made  in  biH  sacred  bauds  and  feet,  on  a  tree  more 
iguomininua  than  the  gallawa,  for  honest  men  and  very 
good  tort  0/ people !  aud  to  expire  under  the  sense  of 
the  wrath  of  heaven,  tliat  he  might  nave  from  bell 
people  in  no  danger  of  going  there.' 

Header,  is  it  poiaible  to  cnlertdn  for  a  moment  these 
wild  notions,witbout  offering  the  uimQBl  Indignity  to  the 
SonofGod,  and  the  greatest  rlolence  to  common  sense? 
And  docE  uut  Reason  cry,  as  with  the  sound  of  a  thon- 
sand  trumpets,  "  If  our  Creator  could  not  save  ur^  con- 
sistently with  his  glorious  attributes,  but  by  becoming 
iocaniatc,  passing  through  the  deepest  scenes  of  humili- 
ation and  lemplaiion,  distress  and  want,  for  thirty-three 
years  I  and  uuilergoliig  at  last  the  most  ahamcful,  painful 
and  accursed  death  lu  our  place ;  our  wi<:kedu?aa  iaiii&\. 
be  desperatii,  our  sloi  esecrablCj  ouv  guilt  \i'as^  aa  VVvt 
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sliadow  of  death,  and  oar  danger  dreadful  as  the  gloom 
and  torments  of  hell?" 

**  Shocking  doctrine  /"  says  the  self-conceited  moral- 
ift,  as  he  rUes  from  his  chair  fall  of  iodignation,  and 
readj  to  throw  aside  the  arguments  he  cannot  answer. 
Reader,  if  you  are  the  man,  remember  that  this  is  an 
appeal  to  reaton,  and  not  to  patiion ;  to  matter  of  fact  ^ 
and  not  to  your  ridated  taste  for  pleaiing  error.  Yon 
may  cry  out  at  the  sight  of  a  shroud,  a  coffin,  a  grave, 
**  Shocking  objecii  !*'  hnt  your  loudest  ezdamations 
will  not  lessen  the  awful  reality,  by  which  many  have 
happily  been  ihocked  into  a  timely  consideration  of, 
and  preparation  for,  approaching  death. 

"  But  this  doctrine,"  you  still  urge,  "  drives  people 
to  despur." — ^Ye»,  to  a  despair  of  being  saved  by  their 
own  merits  and  righteousness ;  and  this  is  as  reasonable 
in  a  sinner  who  comes  to  the  Saviour,  as  despairing  to 
swim  across  the  sea  is  rational  in  a  passenger  that  takes 
ship.  Oar  chui'ch,  far  from  spealring  against  it,  says, 
that  '*  sinners  should  be  dismayed  at  God's  rightful 
justice,  and  shoald  despair  indeed,  as  touching  any 
hope  that  may  be  in  themselves,"  (Homily  on  Falling 
from  God :  Part  H.) 

A  just  despair  of  ourselves  is  widely  different  from 
a  despair  of  God's  mercy,  and  Christ's  willingness  to 
save  the  chief  of  sinners,  who  fly  to  him  for  refuge. 
This  horrible  sin,  this  black  crime  of  Judas,  springs 
rather  from  a  sullen,  obstinate  rejection  of  the  remedy, 
than,  as  some  vainly  suppose,  from  a  clear  knowledge 
of  the  disease  :  And  that  none  may  commit  it,  Cfarist'd 
ministers  take  particular  care  not  to  preach  the  law 
without  the  gospel,  and  the  fall  without  the  recovery : 
No  sooner  have  they  opened  the  wound  of  sin,  fester* 
ing  in  the  sinner's  conscience,  than  they  pour  in  the 
balm  of  divine  promises,  and  make  gracious  offers  of 
a  free  pardon,  and  full  salvation,  by  the  compassionate 
Redeemer,  who  came  to  '  justify  the  ungodly,'  and  to 
*  save  the  lost.' 

And  indeed  those  only,  who  see  their  sin  and  misery, 

will  cordially  embrace  the  gospel ;  for  common  sense 

dictates,  that  none  care  for  the^\n%*B  mexc])but  those 


N  ATPEAL. 

who  know  they  are  foilty,  condemned  criminals.  How 
excessively  iiureasonable  is  il  then  to  object,  that  the 
preaching  of  man's  coimpt  and  109[  eatale  drives  peo- 
ple to  despair  of  dirine  meicy,  when  it  la  Bbsolntely 
the  only  meaus  ol  fihowing  them  their  need  of  it,  aad 
making  Ihem  gladly  accept  it  upon  God's  own  terms ; 
Leaviug  therefore  that  trite  objection  to  the  nDthink- 
icg  ynlgar,  ouce  more,  judicions  reader,  summon  all 
your  rational  powers ;  And,  nfter  imploring  help  from 
on  hi(!h  to  use  them  aright,  say,  whether  these  last 
arguments  do  not  prove,  that  no  C/irhlian  can  deny 
the  complete  fall  of  mankind,  without  rEuooncing  the 
capital  doctrinea  of  his  own  religion  ;  overturning  the 
very  fbundatlon  of  the  goapel,  which  he  professcB  to 
receive ;  Etaining  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  whom  he 
pretends  to  honour;  and  impiously  taking  from  bii 
crown,  Kiidom,  troth,  and  cAarily,  the  three  jewels 
that  are  its  biighlcst  ornaments. — Sam  np  then  all  that 
has  been  advanced  concerning  the  adiictlve  dealings  of 
God's  Providence  with  mankind,  and  the  base  conduct, 
or  wicked  temper  of  mankind  towards  God,  one 
another,  and  themselves.  —  Declare,  if  all  the  argn- 
menta  laid  before  you,  and  cleared  from  the  thickest 
clouds  of  objeedons  that  might  obseure  them,  do  not 
cast  more  light  upon  the  black  subject  of  our  depravity, 
than  it  sufficient  to  show  ttiat  It  is  a  melancholy  trnth. 
And  finally  prononncc,  whether  the  doctrine  of  our  cor- 
rupt and  lost  estate,  stated  in  the  words  of  the  sacred 
writers,  and  of  our  pioua  Reformers,  is  not  rationallg 
demmulmteti,  and  estahlishcd  upon  the  firmest  basis  in 
.^  wat]i.  Mailer  0/  Fad,  ontf  the  dictates  of  Common 
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PART  V. 


When  a  doctrine  bat  been  clearly  demonfltrated,  tbe 
tmths  tbat  necusariip  sprinf  from  it  cannot  reasonably 
be  rejected.  Let  then  common  sense  decide,  whether 
the  following  consequences  do  not  necessarily  result 
from  the  doctrine  of  the  fall,  established  in  the  preced- 
ing parts  of  this  Treatise. 

L  Imferemcb.  If  we  are  by  nature  in  a  corrupt  and 
lost  estate,  the  grand  business  of  minbters  is  to  rouse 
our  drowsy  consciences,  and  warn  us  of  our  imminent 
danger :  It  behoves  them  to  '  cry  aloud  and  spare  not, 
to  lift  up  their  voice  like  a  trumpet,'  and '  shew  us  our 
transgressions  and  our  sins :'  Nor  are  they  to  desist  from 
this  unpleasing  part  of  their  office,  till  we  *  awake  to 
righteousness,'  and  '  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before  us.* 

If  preachers,  under  pretence  of  peace  and  good-na- 
ture, let  the  wouud  fester  in  the  conscience  of  their 
hearers,  to  avoid  the  thankless  office  of  probing  it  to  the 
bottom  :  If,  for  fear  of  giving  them  pain  by  a  timely 
amputation,  they  let  them  die  of  a  mortification :  Or  if 
*  they  heal  the  hurt  of  tbe  daughter  of  God's  people 
slightly,  saying  Peace !  Peace !  when  there  is  no  peace ;' 
fthey  imitate  those  sycophants  of  old,  who,  for  fear  of 
displeasing  the  rich  and  offending  the  great,  *  preached 
smooth  things  and  prophesied  deceit.' 

This  cruel  gentleness,  this  soft  barbarity,  is  attended 
with  the  most  pernicious  consequences,  and  will  deserv- 
edly meet  with  the  most  dreadful  punishment.  '<  Give 
sinners  warning  from  me,"  says  the  Lord  to  every  min- 
ister :  *  When  I  say  to  the  wicked,*  the  unconverted, 
'  Thou  Shalt  surely  die ;  and  thou  givest  him  not  warn- 
ing,  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity,'  in  his  unconverted 


we  are  naturally  depraved  iiiid 
coiidenined  crcalarea,  ielf-rig/ileoujnesa  aod  pH-J^  ate 
the  DioBt  absnrd  and  monalrons  of  all  our  sins.  Tlio 
deepest  I'epentuace  and  profoaudeat  humility  become 
us ;  To  neglect  them,  ia  to  atumble  at  the  very  threshold 
or  true  religion  ;  and  to  ridicule  iheoi,  is  to  pour  con- 
tempt upon  reason,  revelation,  and  the  Grst  operations 
of  divine  grace  upon  a  siDoer's  heart. 

III.  ImfeK[.mcb.  If  the  corruption  of  wankiucl  h 
uuirersal,  inreterate,  aud  amaiiuglj  powerful,  no  laerc 
ereatnre  caa  deliver  them  from  it.  'ITiey  must  remain 
unrosloted ;  or  they  nas t  have  an  almighty,  omniscient, 
umillprcwiii,  nnvrearled,  lofiiiilely  patient  Saviour ; 
willing,  day  and  night,  to  attend  to  the  wanb<,aud  pub- 
lie  or  SL'cret  appllcatioas  of  mUlions  of  wretched  aonls  ■ 
and  able  to  give  them  immediate  asaiatance  thronghont 
the  world,  iu  all  their  variuas  trials,  temptations  and'' 
couflicia,  both  in  tife  and  in  death,  la  the  most  exalted 
crealure  sufficient  tar  theae  (htni^  ? 

When  Euch  a  vast  body  ns  maaktad,  spread  over  all  . 
the  earth  for  ihousanda  of  yearn,  made  up  of  numeroiu 
nations,  all  of  which  consist  of  multitudes  of  individuals, 
each  of  whom  has  the  Kpringn  of  all  his  tacnitiea  and 
jjuwers  enfeebled,  diwrdcred,  or  broken  : — When  such 
an  iminenBe  body  a3  lliis  is  to  be  restored  lo  the  image  of 
the  inliuilely  holy,  glorious,  and  blessed  God;  commoii. 
neute  dictaien,  that  the  amazing  Cask  can  be  performed 
by  ao  uther  than  the  original  ArtLiC,  tlie gieat  Searcher 
of  hearts,  the  omnipotent  Creator  of  mankind. 

Keiice  it  Hj>|)ears,  that,  notwithstanding  the  carlls  of 
.\rlll»,  the  Saviour  ia  'God  over  all,  blessed  for 
ever ;  all  things  were  made  by  him,  he  npholds  all 
iblngs  by  the  word  of  bis  power  ;■  and  every  believer 
inaj  adore  hlui,  nrjd  say,  with  the  wondering  apostle, 
r^rtien  the  light  of  faith  shone  into  his  beuighled  soul, 
Lord  aud  m»  God  !' 

Vei.  /.  G 


■pfy 


142  AN    APPEAL.  [part 

IV.  Inference.  If  onr  guilt  is  immense,  it  cannot 
be  expiated  without  a  sacrifice  of  an  infinite  dignity  : 
Hence  we  discover  the  mistake  of  Heathens  and  carnal 
Jew8»  who  trusted  in  the  sacrifices  of  beasts ;  the  error 
of  Deists,  Mahometans,  and  Socinians,  who  see  no 
need  of  any  expiatory  sacrifice  |  and  the  amazing  pre- 
sumption of  too  many  Christians,  who  repose  a  consi- 
derable part  of  thdr  confidence  in  the  proper  merit  of 
their  worlcs  ;  instead  of  placing  it  entirely  in  the  infi* 
nitely  meritorious  sacrifice  of  the  immaculate  Lamb  of 
God,  humbly  acknowledging,  that  all  the.  gracious 
rewardableness  of  the  best  works  of  fiuth  is  derived 
from  his  predous  blood  and  original  merit 

V.  Inference.  If  our  spiritual  maladies  are  both 
numerous  and  mortal,  it  is  evident  we  cannot  recover 
the  spiritual  health,  that  we  enjoyed  in  our  first  parents, 
but  by  the  powerful  help  of  our  heavenly  Physician,  the 
Second  Adam.  How  absurd  is  it  then  to  say,  that  we 
are  ioved  or  recovered  by  doing  good  works,  without 
the  quickening  grace  of  a  Saviour ! 

A  wretched  beggar  is  lame  both  io  his  hands  and 
feet ;  an  officious  man,  instead  of  taking  him  to  a  person 
famous  for  his  skill  in  relieving  such  objects  of  distress, 
assures  him,  that  the  only  way  of  getting  well  is  to  run 
on  eri^ds  for  his  prince,  and  work  for  his  fellow- beg* 
gars.  You  justly  wonder  at  the  cruelty  and  folly  of  such 
a  director ;  but  yon  have  much  more  reason  to  be  asto* 
nished  at  the  conduct  of  those  miserable  empirics,  who 
direct  poor,  blind,  lame  sinners,  labouring  under  a 
complication  of  spiritual  disorders,  and  sick  e\'en  unto 
eternal  death,  to  save  themselves  merely  by  serving  God, 
and  doing  good  to  their  neighbours  ;  as  if  they  needed 
neither  repentance  towards  God,  nor  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  nor  yet  free  grace,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
pent, believe,  and  serve  God  acceptably. 

How  much  more  rational  is  the  evangelical  method 
of  salvation !  *  We  are  saved,*  says  the  apostle,  we 
are  restored  to  saving  health,  and  a  spiritual  activity  to 
serve  Ood  and  our  neighbour,  '  not  by  works,  not  of 
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onraetres;'  but, '  by  grace,' by  merefaroar  ;  '  thrungh 
faith,'  througli  snch  an  entire  confidence  in  our  Physl- 
eiun,  0.1  makes  us  gladly  take  his  pnwerful  remedies, 
abstain  Trom  the  pleasing  poisoa  of  sin,  and  feed  od 
ihoae  divine  trnths,  whidi  comronnlcate  aneelieal  vigonr 
and  bsppinesa  In  oar  godIb.  (Epii.  11.  8.) 

VI.  iNFE&ENeG.  If  oar  natare  ia  su  rampletcly 
fallen  and  totally  helple^,  that  in  apiritual  things  <  we 
arc  not  snfficieut  of  ourselves  to  think  any  tbiug"  tmly 
good  '  aa  of  ourselves,  but  our  Enfllciency  ia  of  God ;' 
it  ia  plain  nc  stand  in  abealute  need  of  hia  Splrll'i 
auislance  to  enable  us  to  pray,  repent,  believe,  lave, 
and  obey  aright.  Conaequcnlly,  those  who  ridicnle 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  hia  sacred  influence,  depise  the 
great '  Helper  of  onr  intinnitiea,'  and  act  a  most  Itra* 
tional,  wicked,  and  desperate  pait.  (Rom.  viii.  26.) 

VII.  Inference.  If  bynatare  we  are  renZ/jiaud  frwi^ 
born  Id  Kin,  our  regcneraUtin  cannot  be  a  mere  meta- 
phor, or  a  vain  ceremony  j  onr  spiHtuai  birth  must  be 
real  auHpotiline.  How  fatal  therefore  is  the  mistake 
of  those,  who  snppuie  that  the  neatbirlA  ia  only  a 
flgnrative  esprcxaion  For  a  dteent  behavioar!  How 
dreadful  the  error  of  those,  who  imagine  that  all  whoae 
faces  have  been  typically  washed  with  the  material 
w»ler  in  baptism,  are  now  cflectnaHy  '  born  again  of 
liviug  '  water  and  the'  Holy  '  Spirit !'  And  liow  ines- 
cnaable  the  ease  of  the  mnltltudea,  who.  In  tbu  Church 
□f  England,  are  nnder  thi)  dangerous  miatalie,  so  prO' 
denlly  gtiarded  against  by  our  pious  Reformers  \ 

In  onr  Catechism,  they  eieai'ly  diatingnish  between 
outward  visible  sign"  or  form  in  baptism,  and 
Inward  spiritual  grace :"  Aud  by  defining  the  lat- 
in, "  a  death  unto  aln,  and  a  new  birth  nnlo  righteoua- 
ness,"  Ihey  declare  that  whosoever  is  not  "  dead"  or 
dying  "  to  sin,"  and  "  alive  to  Hgliteousness,"  is  not 
traly  regenerate,  and  ban  nothing  of  baptism  but  the 
"  outward  and  visible  sign."  In  the  27lh  of  our  Ar- 
mies they  mention,  tiiat  "  baptism  Is  nut  th,s  neic  fl\^t^ 
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but  a  SIGN  of  regeneration  or  new-birth,  whereby,  as 
by  au  instrument,  they  who  receive  baptism  rightly, 
are  grafted  into  the  church."  And  if  our  church 
retnriM  thanks  for  the  regeneration  of  the  infaots, 
whom  she  has  admitted  to  baptism,  it  is  chiefly*  upooi 
a  charitable  sappositiou,  that  they  have  received  it 
rightly,"  and  will,  *<  for  their  part,  fiddifully  perform 
their  promises,  made  for  them  by  their  sureties."  Tf 
they  refuse  to  do  it  when  thep  come  of  age,  far  from 
treating  them  as  her  regenerate  children,  she  denounces 
a  general  ezcommtmication  against  them  and  charges 
them  <<iiot  to  come  to"  her  *'  holy  table,  lest  Satan 
brings  them,  as"  he  did  '<  Judas,  to  destruction  both 
of  body  and  soul." 

VIII.  Infbrencb.  If  the  fall  of  mankind  in  Adam 
does  not  consist  in  a  capricious  imputation  of  his  per-: 
sonal  guilt,  but  in  a  real,  present  participadou  of  his 
depravity,  impotence,  and  misery;  the  salvation  that 
believers  have  in  Christ  is  not  a  capricious  imputatioii 
of  his  persona]  righteousness,  but  a  real,  present  parti^ 
cipation  of  his  purity,  power,  and  blessedness,  together 
with  pardon  and  acceptance. 

Unspeakably  dangerous  then  is  the  delusion  of  those 
whose  braids  and  mouths  are  tilled  with  the  notions 
and  expressions  of  <<  imputed  righteousness ;"  while 
their  poor,  carnal,  unregenerate  hearts  remain  perfect 
strangers  to  '  the  Lord  our  Righteousness.' 

IX.  Infbrencb.  If  the  corrupt  nature  which  sin- 
ners derive  from  Adam,  spontaneously  produces  all  the 
wickedness  that  overspreads  the  earth ;  the  holy  nature 
which  believers  receive  from  Christ,  is  also  spontane- 
ously productive  of   all  the  fruits   of   nghteousueiis 

*  I  say  eU^iy,  because  our  chuzch  gives  thanks  also  for  Christ^ 
general  grace  and  mercy  to  children,  declaring  herself  *'  persuaded  of 
the  good-will  of  oor  heavenly  Father  towards  this  (unbaptiaed) 
infimt,"  through  Chdst,  who  said,  that  'of  little  children  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.^  The  truth  lies  between  the  error  of  theP£2(]^iaf», 
who  suppose  that  unbaptiaed  infants  are  sinless  like  angels ;  and  that 
of  the  Pt^Mst  who  affirm  that  they  are  gracdess  as' devils* 


Snch  miuisters,  Uierefore,  ss  clearlj'  preach  our  &1! 
in  Adam,  nnd  lljat  faith  in  Christ  whirh  is  produ«ive 
of  genome  holiness  and  acllrelore,  will  iufnilibly  pro- 
mote good  works  and  pure  morality ;  Whpn  thow  wlio 
insist  onlff  npoa  works  and  mnrol  daties,  will  neither 
he  zealous  of  ftocd  wnrk)i  themsetTee,  nor  instmmcnial 
in  mmlng  sinner'  from  their  grosH  Itn moral ittra.  The 
reaiioti  is  obvious ;  EvBHKellcal  pi'CBchers  follow  their 
Loid's  wise  direction :  '  Malie  the  tree  good,  and  the 
fhiit shall  be  good  also:'  ftot  moralists  will  have*  cor~ 
mpl  trees  iiringfonh  good  frnit,"  which  in  the  iiatnre 
of  things  is  impossible.  (Matt  xii.  33  ;  Luiie  vi.  43.) 
Therefore,  as  nothing  bnt  liiith  '  makes  the  tree  good,' 
and  aa  '  withont  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God ;' 
the  Christian,  that  will '  come  to  him  'with  good  works, 
'  must'  not  only '  believe  [as  Heathens]  that  he  is,  and 
that  be  is  a  rewarder  of  those  who  diligently  seek  him  ;' 
but  also  that  '  he  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himself,' &c. 

X.  Inference.  If  corruption  and  sin  work  m  power- 
fully  and  sensibly  in  the  hearts  of  the  unregeuerate, 
we  may,  withont  deserving  the  name  of  enthusiasts, 
affirm,  that  the  regenerate  are  sensi  hie  of  the  power- 
fnl  eflfects  of  Divine  grace  in  their  souls  i  or  to  use 
the  words  of  onr  Seventeenth  Article,  wc  may  say. 
"  They  ffeel  In  themselves  the  wordings  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chri»(:"  For  'where'  the  poison  of  'sin  hath 
abounded,'  and  ha-i  been  of  conrse  abundantly  felt ; 
'  Brace,"  the  powerful  antidote  that  cspels  it,  does 
'  much  more  abound,'  and  consequently  may  be  much 
more  perceived. 

Therefore  '  tlie  knowledge  of  salvation  by  tlie  for- 
giveness of  sins,'    the  aasiirance  of   faith,    and  '  tlie 

t  TUiii 
^ig|di  Dcawllii  fw  fijili  ne 
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pewe  of  God  passing  all  aitderstoodiiig,'  are  the  bxpc- 
SIBHCED  bleitiagi  of  tJie  cUQverted  ;  as  certainly  aa 
■  guilty  routcieuce,  the  gnawing  of  worldly  cares,  the 
workipg  of  eril  lemperi,  tiie  tumolts  of  unbridled  ap- 
petites, and  tlic  nproart  o(  rebeUiona  pa^iious,  are  Ae 
XxraaiBHCED  carta  of  tlie  anconrertcd. 

Header,  if  these  infereaces  are  justly  drawn,  is  It  not 
erident  that  the  prinriplea  t  are  generally  exploded 
unouguaaa  enthaiiastical  or  MethodiBtical,wbidi  flow 
from  the  doctrine  demonstrated  in  this  Treatise,  an  na- 
tBrally  m  light  from  the  sun  ?  Tixete  consequences  lead 
JOB  perhaps  bither  than  yon  coaid  wish ;  bat  let  them 
not  malie  you  either  afraid  or  ashamed  of  the  gospel. 
Prejudices,  like  elunds,  will  tanish  away  ;  but  truth, 
which  they  obscure  for  a  time,  lilie  the  fva,  will  shine 
forcrer.  A  great  man  iatbe  lawsaidifiaf^uirifidirvilf 
mundtu.  Improve  the  noble  senlimEnt,  and  say  with  eqasl 
fortitude,  "  Stel  veritai,  rval  mundiu-  Let  truth  Etand, 
though  the  universe  should  sink  iuio  ruins." 

But,  happily  for  ns,  the  danger  Is  all  on  the  ride  of 
the  opposite  doctrine  ;  and  that  you  may  be  convlBCed 
of  it,  1  presCDt  you  nest  wilh  a  view  of  the 


Htceuarily  ntitUiiig  from  Ihe  Ignorance  of  our  Depra- 
^  mty  and  Danger. 

.  1.  As  the  tempter  cansed  the  fall  of  our  first  parents, 
by  iiidudug  them  to  believe  tiiat  they  '  should  not 
surely  die'  if  tliey  broke  tlie  divine  law  :  So,  now  we 
are  l^Uen,  be  prevents  our  recovering  liy  suggesting, 
■  lite  bitterness  of  death  la  past,'  and  "  we  are  in  a 
fMte  of  safety." — Hence  it  is  that  yon  sleep  i 
ecnrity,  O  ye   deluded   sons  of  men, 
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dream  ye  arc  safe  and  righleous.  Nur  can  ye  escape 
for  your  lives,  till  the  veil  of  uubelief  is  tBkea  Hwaj-, 
and  yt:  aivalie  tu  a  sight  of  yoQr  connpl  and  loal  esialc ; 
For  tliere  h  no  gnardiug  against,  nor  flying  from,  au 
uaaeeu,  DDSuspeeted  evil :  Here,  ai  tu  a  couspirncy, 
the  danger  continually  increasea,  till  it  is  happily  dis- 

2.  If  wc  are  not  sensible  of  our  ualnnil  coriuplinn, 
and  the  justice  of  the  curse  eutailed  opnn  as  on  that 
secoQiit ;  can  we  help  thinking  God  a  tjraut,  when  be 
threatens  unconverted  moralists  n'ilb  the  severest  of  hia 

jndgmEnis,  oruauaea  the  black  storms  of  his  Providciice 

to  m-ertako  as  and  onr  dearest  rEhLtives  ? 

Anxwer,  ye  self-righteous  Pharisees,  that  so  bitterly 
excluni  against  the  ministers,  who  declare  by  the  au- 
thority of  scriptnrp,  tliat '  escept  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all 
perish.'  Answer,  fond  mother,  whose  tears  of  distrac- 
tion mix  with  the  cold  sweat  of  the  eonvnlsed,  dying 
iiibnt  on  thy  lap.  Dost  thou  not  iiecretly  impeach 
Divine  Justice,  and  accuse  Heaven  of  barbai'ily  ?  Ah,'. 
if  tfaoa  didsl  but  know  the  evil  nature,  which  than  and 
thy  laauc  have  hronght  iota  the  world ;  if  thon  sawest 
the  root  of  bitterness,  which  the  hand  of  a  gracious 
Prsvidence  even  now  extracts  from  hia  heart  j  far  from 
being  ready  to  '  curse  God,  and  die'  with  thy  child, 
tboo  wouldest  patiently  acquiesce  in  the  kindly-severe 
dispensation  ;  thou  wouldest  '  clear  bim  wheti  be  is 
jodged"  by  suchas  thyself,  and  etcn  'glorify  him  in  the 
evL  day  of  tbi»  painful  vlgiiation.' 

3.  Iliough  man'a  heart  is  hardened  as  ateel,  it  does 
not  frequently  emit  the  hellish  sparks  of  such  niurmnr- 
inpt  against  God,  becanse  itean  seldom  be  struck  by  the 
fliut  of  such  severe  afDlutions;  yet  the  mischief  is  there, 
and  will  breali  ont,  if  not  by  blatphemout  deapair,  at 
least  by  its  contrary,  premmpluoni  laadiieii.  Yes,  rea- 
der, unless  thon  art  happily  made  acquainted  with  the 
BlrengUi  of  thy  in-bred  depravity,  thou  wilt  rashly  ven- 
inre  among  the  sparks  of  temptation  :  Wilhcarn^  con- 
fidence thou  wilt  ask,  ■'  What  hai'u  can  they  do  me  ?" 

BBad  tboa  wilt  continue  the  hazaidous  sport,  till  sin  and 
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wrath  consume  thee  together.  Nor  will  this  be  more 
surprising  than  that  ooe,  who  carrier  a  bag  of  gunpow- 
der, aud  knows  uot  the  dangerons  natnre  of  hi^  load, 
vhould  fcarleMly  riuh  through  the  midst  of  flames  or 
»(parks,  tin  he  is  blown  vp  and  destroyed. 

4.  This  fatal  rashness  is  generally  accompanied  vdth 
a  glaring  inconsistency.  Do  not  yon  make  Ae  assertion 
good,  ye  saints  of  the  present  age,  who  pretend  lo  have 
found  the  secret  of  loving  both  God  and  the  world  ?  Do 
not  we  hear  yon  deny  to  men,  that  yon  are  condemned  ? 
and  yet  cry  to  Ood  to  hmfe  mercif  tipon  jroti  /  But  if 
yon  are  not  condemned,  what  need  have  yon  of  mereg  t 
And  if  yon  are,  why  do  yon  deny  yonr  lost  estate  ? 
Thon  too,  reader,  frilt  fidl  into  this  absnTdity,  nnless 
thou  knowest  thy  Jnst  condemnation.  But  the  mischief 
will  not  stop  here  ;  for^ 

5.  Ignorance  of  the  myttery  of  iniquity  within  you, 
must,  in  the  natnre  of  Aings,  cause  yon  to  peglect 
grayer,  or  to  pray  out  of  character.  As  nnhumbled 
moralists,  instead  of  approaching  the  throne  of  grace 
with  the  self-abasement  of  the  penitent  publican,  say- 
iDgft  '  God  be  merciful  unto  me  a  sinner !,'  you  will 
provoke  the  Most  High,  by  the  open  profaneness  of  the 
3ftdducee ;  or  insult  him  by  the  self-conceited  services 
of  thQ  Pharisee,  boa!>tlng  ye  '*  do  uo  harm,"  and  thank- 
ing God,  ye  *■  are  not  as  other  men.*  On  these  rocks 
your  formal  devotion  will  split,  till  you  know,  that  as 
the  impenitent  and  prayerless  shall  perish,  so  the  Lord 
accepts  no  penitentiAl  prayer,  but  that  of '  the  man  who 
l^pows  tlie  plague  of  his  own  heart ;  because  he  alone 
prays  In  his  own  character,  and  without  hypocrisy.  (1 
Petv.  5;  1  Kings  viii.  31.) 

6.  And  as  you  cannot  approach  the  throne  of  grace 
ai}ght»  while  you  remsun  Insensible  of  your  corruption.; 
so  the  reading  or  preaching  of  God's  word,  till  it  answers 
C&e  end  of  conviction,  is  of  no  service  to  you,  but  rather 
proves,  to  use  St:  Paul's  nervous  expression,  the  <  savour 
of  death  unto  death.'  For  when  the  terrors  of  the  law 
only  suit  your  case,  you  vsunly  catch  at  the  comforts  of 
the  gospel ;  or  rather  you  remain  as  unaffected  under 
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the  ihrraiejiliigs  of  tfae  one,ns  underthe  pinmises  of  the 
olber  :  Vou  look  on  moiiDt  Sinai  ai 
equal  iodUTtirence,  and  llie  niarmth  of  Ciie  preacher, 
H'bo  inritea  you  lo  'By  from  ibe  wrath  lo come,'  appeu* 
to  you  an  Inrstance  of  religious  madnesa.  Nor  h  it  a 
wopder  it  should,  nhile  yoncontinDenuaFqualnied  with 
yonr  dangtr :  When  a  mortnl  disease  la  Qcitlier  fett  nor 

snaperled,  a  pathetic  address  n pun  its  couBeqiiencca  and  | 

cnre  mast  be  received  liy  any  reasonable  mau  with  the  | 

greateet  unconceru  ;  and  (be  peraon  that  makes  it  in  | 

earnest,  must  appear  exceedingly  ridicDlona.    A^ain,  | 

7.  '  My  people  arc  destioyed  for  lack  of  knowledjjc,'  | 

aays  the  Lord.    Thia  ia  true,  particularly  with  regard  to  i' 

the  kuowledge  of  our  depraiity.    Reader,  if  thon  re-  I 

mainest  asirangei'  to  it,  tboa  wilt  look  upon  alight  cozi-  I 

feBsiona  of  outward  ems  as  true  repentance  ;  and  the  \ 

'  godly  sorrow  that  workelh  repentance  lo  salvation,"  j 

wiil  appear  to  thee  a  symptom  of  melancholy.    Taking  ( 

an  external  reformation  of  manners,  or  a  chanKC  of  ce-  i. 

remonieH  and  opinlous,  for  trne  conversion,  thon  will  t 

think  thyself  in  a  safe  slate,  while  thy  heart  cojitiiiues  ' 

habitnally  wandering  from  God,  and  under  the  domiu-  ', 

ion  of  a  worldly  spirit.  Ina  word,  some  of  the  braaches  , 
of  the  tree  of  corruption  thou  mayeat  possibly  lip  off, 

bnt  the  root  will  atiQ  remain  and  gather  strength.    Fur  ' 

it  is  plain,  that  a  bad  root,  snppoaed  not  to  exist,  cau  i 

ndther  be  heartily  lamented,  nor  eameatly  struck  at  , 

with  the  axe  of  self-denial.  jj 

E'en  ft  Heathen  conld  say,t  "  The  knowledge  of  sin  j 

is  tbe  Brat  step  towards  salvation  from  it ;  for  he,  who  i 

knows  not  that  he  aina,  wiil  not  «nbmit  to  be  set  ri jhl  -.  I 

Thou  must  end  out  what  thou  art,  before  thou  canst  I 

mend  thyself : — Therefore,  when  ttiou  diaeoi-erest  ihy  1 

vices,  to  which  thou  wast  before  a  stranger,  it  is  a  sign  |i 

_  tbat  thy  soul  Is  in  a  better  state."  j; 

'  8.  It  ia  owing  to  the  want  iif  this  discover)-,  ()  ye  j 
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pretended  sous  o(  reason,  tliat  thiiikiiig  yourselves  born 
pui*e,  or  supposing  the  disea)>e  of  your  nature  to  be 
iucousiderable,  you  imagine  it  possible  to  be  your  owu 
phyaidaus,  wheu  yon  are  only  your  own  destroyers. 
Hence  it  ii,  that  while  you  give  to  Jesus  the  titular 
honour  of  Sinhtttf  you  speak  perpetually  of  being 
*'  saved  merely  by  your  duties  and  best  endeavours." 
Hear  him  waimlng  you  against  this  common  delusion  : 
'  O  Israel/  says  he,  '  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself,  but 
in  mt  b  thy  help  firand.  'llie  whole  need  not  a  phy- 
sician, bat  they  that  are  sick/  beyond  all  hope  of  re- 
covering themselves. 

,  9.  llie  prescriptions  of  this  wise  Physician  are  exces- 
sively severe  to  flesh  and  blood,  and  some  of  his  reme- 
dies as  viplent  as  our  disease.  Therefore,  except  we  xee 
the  greatness  of  our  danger,  we  shall  beg  to  be  excused 
from  taking  the  bitter  potion.  Who  can  have  resolu- 
tion enough  to  '  cut  off  a  right  hand,  to  pluck  out  a 
right.eye,'  to '  take  up  his  cross  daily,  to  deny  himself, 
and  lose  even  his  own  life,*  or,  what  is  often  dearer, 
h|s  foir  reputation  ?  Who,  I  say,  can  do  this,  till  a  sight 
of  ioimineut  ruin  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  redeeming 
love  on  the  other,  makes  him  submit  to  the  painful  in- 
j auctions  ?  Thou  lovely  youth,  noted  in  the  gospel  for 
thy  harralessness,  I  appeal  to  thy  ^retched  experience. 
When  the  Physician  of  souls,  at  whose  feet  thou  wast 
prostrate,  commanded  thee  to  '  sell  all  and  follow  him,' 
what  made  thee  '  go  away  sorrowful'  and  undone  ?  • 
Not  barely  thy  '  great  possessions,'  but  the  ignorance 
of  thy  condition :  For  '  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he 
give  for  his  life^'..wheQ  he  sees  it  in  immediate  danger. 
(Matt.  xix.  2Z.) 

lOk'Ji  it  is  a  desperate  step  to  turn  away  from  the 
Prince  of  Life,  it  is  a  daring  one  to  approach  him  with  a 
mere  compliment  Of  this  nevertheless  you  are  guilty, 
ycuoawakened  sinners,  who  daily  appear  before  the 
throne  of  grace  with  thanks  and  praises  to  God,  **  for 
his  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Alas!  When  you  deny  the  state 
of  sin  and  misery  in  which  you  are  by  natpre^  and  yet 
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presunie  lo  thauk  God  for  redmiplion  from  It,  do  you 
Dot  mock  him  as  solemnlyas  you  would  the  king,  were 
yon  to  present  hini  every  Hay  an  address  of  thanks  for 
redeetning  you  from  'Hirkinh  aUvery,  when  yon  nerer 
knew  youiselves  slaves  in  Turkey  ?  O  how  proroking  to 
God  must  thede  unmeaning'  thaakagivingH  be  1  Snrely 
one  day  ihey  will  be  ranked  among  the  indignities 
offered  by  earthly  worms  to  Ms  Mqjetig  an  high. 

1 1.  Slime  iodeeil,  more  consistent  than  yon,  openly 
throw  olf  lbs  mask.  Seeini;  neither  the  nnlathomabie 
rippth  of  their  misery  by  The  fall,  nor  the  immense 
height  of  their  aggravated  iniquities,  ifaey  do  not  IriBe 
with,  but  at  once  '  deny,  the  Lord  that  bought  tliem.' 
Ves,  far  from  admiring  the  established  method  of  a 
uairation,  procured  at  ho  immense  a  price  as  the  incar- 
nation and  the  crucifixion  of  the  Sou  of  God,  they  are 
not  afrdd  to  intimate  it  Is  irrational ;  And  upon  their 
prhiclplea  they  may  w¥ll  do  it;  for  if  oar  ruin  h  not 
immense,  what  need  is  there  for  an  immensf  ly  glorious 
Redeemer?  And  if  our  gnilt  reaches  not  up  to  heaven, 
why  ."honld  the  Son  of  God  have  come  down  front 
Ihcnce,  to  '  put  away  sin  by  the  sacriice  othimself?' 

12.  As  we  slight  or  reject  the  Saviour,  till  we  are 
troly  convinced  of  the  evil  and  danger  of  sin;  so  we  , 
worship  a  false  god,  a  mere  idol.  For,  Instead  of  ador- 
ing Jehovah,  infinite  in  his  holitiesji  and  hatred  of  sin ; 
inviolable  in  the  truth  of  his  ihreatenings  against  It,  and 
inipanial  in  bU  strict  justice ;  a  God  in  whose  presence 
unhnmbled  sinners  ■  are  not  able  to  tiand,'  and  ■  with 
whom  evil  cannot  dwell ;'  we  bow  to  a  '  j^tran^  God,' 
whom  pious  men  never  knew,  a  god  fiirmed  by  ooi- 
own  fancy — so  unliolg  as  to  counive  at  sin,  so  «t0vjt 
an  to  set  aside  hiamostrigbleonslaw.and  ao/<i?»eaB  to 
break  his  most  solemn  word,  that  we  must' turn  or  die.' 
(Eick.  KKsiii.  11.)  Is  not  this  worshipping  a  god  of 
our  owh  making;  or,  as  David  deBcrlbeshlm,  a'gnd 
altogether  snch  as  ourselves?'  To  adore 
pa^le,  made  by  the  baker  and  the  priest,  may  be  indeed 
nlore  foolish, hut  cnuniit  he  mare  wicked,  than  to  ador< 

Wmadebyonr  wild  imagination,  and  impiou.iu'i belief. 
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13.  We  may  go  one  step  farther  still,  aud  affirm, that 
till  we  are  deeply  convinced  of  sin,  far  from  worship- 
ping the  true  God,  (which  implies  knowing,  loving,  and 
admiriog  him  In  all  his  perfections,)  we  hate^and  oppose 
him  in  his  Infinite  haUnesi  and  jtuHe:  The  proof  is 
obvious  t— Two  things  diametrically  oppomte  in  their 
nature,  can  never  be  approved  of  at  once.  If  we  do  not 
^de  with  divine  hoUness  and  justice,  abhor  our  corrup- 
tion^ and  condemn  ourselves  as  hell-deserving  sinners  ; 
far  from  approving,  we  shall  arise  against  the  holy  and 
righteons  Ood,  who  sentences  us  to  eternal  death  for  our 
sin  :  We  al^idi  at  least  wish  he  were  less  pure  and  just 
than  he  is,  which  amounts  to  wishing  him  to  be  no  Ood. 
While  proud  fiends  betray  this  horrid  disposition,  by 
loud  blasphemies  in  hell ;  ye  do  it,  O  ye  unconvinced 
sons  of  men,  by  your  aversion  to  godliness  upon  eardi. 
''  Haters  of  Ood,"  is  then  the  proper  name,  and  *  enmity 
against  him,'  the  settled  temper  of  all  uuhumbled,  un- 
converted sinners.     (Rom.  i.  30 ;  and  viii.  7.) 

14.  When  the  nature  of  Ood  ismistalcen,  what  wonder 
if  his  law  is  misapprehended  ?  <  The  law  is  good,'  says 
St.  Paul,  *  if  a  man  use  it  lawfully ;'  but  if  we  make  an 
improper  use  of  it,  the  consequence  is  fatal.  Since  the 
fall,  the  law  of  Ood,  as  contra- distinguished  from  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  points  out  to  us  tlie  spotless  holiness, 
and  inflexible  justice,  of  its  divine  Author.  It  teaches 
us  with  what  ardour  and  constancy  we  should  love  both 
our  Creator  and  our  fellow-creatures.  As  a  bank  cast 
against  the -stream  of  our  iniquity,  it  accidentally  serves 
to  make  it  rise  the  higher,  and  to  discover  its  impetu- 
osity ;  for  *  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin.'  It 
demonstrates  man's  weakness,  who  *  consents  indeed'to 
the  law  that  it  is  good,  but  finds  not  how  to  fulfil  it.' 
(Rom.  vii.  16, 19.)  As  a  battery  erected  against  our 
pride,  when  it  has  its  due  effiect,  it  silences  all  our  self- 
righteous  pleas,  and  convinces  us  that  a  returning  sinner 
*  Is  not  justified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith 
of  Christ :'  A  broken  law,  a  law  which  '  worketh 
wjatb,'  being  absolutely  unable  to  absolve  its  violator. 
Jii«  word^  'it  is  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christy' 


And  driven  u;  wiih  the  rod  of  tlireateued  pnau<hmeiiu, 
cu  make  us  luuch  ttii.'  sceptre  of  mercy,  held  oat  is  na 
from  the  throne  of  grace. 

But  wbile  we  reoiain  straoEers  to  onr  lielplcns  aad 
hopeleas  slate  by  nature,  far  fronj  makiug  this  proper 
use  of  the  law,  we  trust  in  it,  and  fancy  (hat  the  laerU 
of  our  uuHpriiililed  obedieuce  to  it  Isihe  way  of  salvaiioti. 
Than  we  '  go  about  to  establish  ouroivn  rightcullaneu, 
oiakini;  light  of  the  atouins  bloud,  whicb  marks  '  ihe 
uew  and  liviug'  way  to  hearen.  This  very  uiistalie 
ruined  the  Pharisees  of  old,  and  destroys  their  tiume- 
rous  followers  in  all  ages.  (Rom.  bs.  31.) 

15.  And  when  we  lorm  gnch  wrong  appreheDsIoDi 
uf  the  law,  is  it  possible  that  we  shonld  hare  right 
iipwa  of  the  giHpel,  and  receive  it  with  cordial  affec- 
tiou  ?  Heasoii  Bad  espcrieace  answer  in  the  aegatire. 
What  isa;s  the  gospel  to  sinners  f  '  You  are  saved 
fty^rnee,' through  mere  favour  and  mercy,  'not' by 
the  covenant  'of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast' 
like  the  Pharisee.  (Eph.  ii.  B.)  Nuw,  ye  deeent  for- 
malists, ye  fund  admirers  of  your  own  virtue,  are  you 
not  Dllerly  disqualified  lo  seek  aad  accept  a  pardon  in 
3  guapel  waj  ?  Fur  your  seeking  il  ii|m)u  Ihe  footing 
of  mere  inercjr,  implies  uu  acknowledgmeat  that  you 
deserve  the  rain  threatened  against  siunen;.  And  top- 
|Misc  a  pardon  was  granted  yuu,  before  you  had  a  coo- 
sciousnuss  of  your  >ad  deserts,  you  could  not  receive 
it  as  an  act  of  mert  grace,  hut  only  as  a  reward  justlf 
bestowed  upon  you  foJ'  the  merit  of  your  works.  It  is 
plain,  (ben,  Iha(,  according  to  the  gospel-plan,  none 
can  he  fit  subjects  of  salvation,  but  diose  who  Rre 
truly  sensilile  of  their  eoudemnation. 

\6.  Bat  aa  (he  grace  of  God  in  Christ  is  the  ori- 
ginal and  properly  meritorious  cause  of  our  salvation, 
so  the  gland  instrnueiital  cause  of  it  is/ail/i  on  our 
part.  ' 'Hi lough  Utb-are  ye  saved,'  says  St.  Paul. 
Now  if  to  have  faith  in  Cluis[,  is  habitually  to  lift  up 
our  heart!  to  Him,  with  an  hamble  and  yet  cheerful 
confidence,  seeking  in  Hito  all  our  ■  wisdom,  righte- 
ousness,'  and   '  strength,'    as   being   our   instrueting 
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*  Prophet,'  atoning  «  Priest,'  and  protecting  *  King  ;' 
it  is  evident,  that  till  we  awake  to  a  sight  of  onr  fallen 
state,  we  cannot  believe,  Dor  consequently  be  saved.  O 
ye  that  never  were  aensiUe  of  your  spirHoal  blindness, 
can  fon  with  sincerity  take  Jems  for  yonr  gnlde,  and 
desire  his  *  Spirit  to  lead  yon  Into  all  truth  ?'  Does 
not  Darid's  prayer,  *  Open  Hion  mine  «ye9,  that  I  may 
see  the  wonderflil  things  of  thy  law,'  appear  lo  yen 
needless,  if  not  ihnatical  ?  And  is  not  the  Redeemer's 
pnphHie  Q^lcrthrown  away  npon  snch  sons  of  wisdom 
as  yon  are? 

Have  yon  a  greater  valne  for  Jesns  than  tfiey,  O  ye 
Jiut  mm,  who  have  no  sensible  need  ef  heart-felt 
repentance,  and  whose  breasts  were  never  dilated  by 
one  sigh,  nnder  a  due  sense  of  yonr  gnilt  and  oon- 
demnation?  Can  yon,  without  hypocrisy,  apply  to 
Him  as  Ae  High  Priest  of  the  guittp,  dalm  Him  as 
tiie  Advoemte  of  the  condemned,  or  fly  to  Hhn  as  tike 
SaeUnir  of  the  tott  ?  Impossible !  Ye  fondly  hope, 
ye  never  were  lost,  ye  were  always  **  good  livers, 
good  believers,  good  churchmen ;"  ye  **  need  not 
make  so  much  ado"  about  an  interest  In  the  blood  of 
the  new  covenant. 

And  ye,  who,  flushed  with  the  conceit  of  your  native 
'strfengtii,  wonder  at  the  weatmess  of  thone  that  con- 
tlnuaHy  bow  at  the  sceptre  of  Jesus's  grace  for  pro* 
tection  and  power ;  can  you  without  a  smile  of  pity 
bear  Him  say,  'Wiihont  me  ye  can  do  nothing?' 
Is  It  possible,  that  you  should  sincerely  implore  the 
ezerdon  of  his  Royal  Power  for  victory  over  sins, 
trhidi  you  suppose  yourselves  able  to  conquer ;  and 
for  the  restoration  of  a  nature,  with  the  goodness  of 
yAAck  you  are  already  so  well  sitisfled  ?  Your  reason 
Umdly  answers.  No  :  Hiercfore,  till  yon  see  yourselves 
eorrupt/ Impotent  creatures,  you  will  openly  neglect 
the  Redeemer,  give  to  your  aggravated  nins  the  name 
of  ^  human  fr^lttes,"  and  trust  to  your  baffled,  and 
yet  boasted  endeavours.  Self-deception  !  Art  thou 
not  of  all  impostors  the  most  common  and  dangerous, 
^because  the  least  suspected  ? 


ISS 

'l*o  earn  up  aud  closi;  thean  iiuponaut  remarks  : 
Look  ai  thcist  who  iu  nijjtii:  Babylou,  un;  uot  truly 
sensible  of  iheir  total  fail  from  God,  aiiil  you  will  see 
Jiem  Bettiug  their  owu  rcasuu  above  the  holy  flcrii)- 
tuies;  aiid  their  works  ia  coiupetitioii  with  the  lufi- 
uitely  mciitorioua  sacrifice  of  Christ,  luqnlre  into 
tlieir  priuciplea,  aud  yon  will  discover,  that  they  either  ' 

openly  explode  as  enthiuiastical,  or  slightly  reeclre  as 
uooccesaary,  the  ductrines  of  salvatiiiu  by  f^th  in 
Christ,  and  regeueratiuo  hjr  the  Spirit  of  God.  £xa- 
miue  dieir  eouduct,  and  you  will  Rod  they  itll '  cuoimit  | 

.'Lii,'  and  '  receive  die  iiiai'k  uf  the  beast'  secretly  '  in  , 

their  riijht  houd,  or'  openly  '  iu  their  foreheads.'  (Ker. 
\iii.  IG.J  Sort  them,  aud  you  will  have  two  banda,  tbe 
<ine  of  Sceptiu,  aud  the  other  of  FormalUta,  who, 
though  at  as  great  '  eumily  between  tbeniselveji'  aa 
IHlate  aud  Herod,  ai'e  like  them  '  made  friends  toge- 
ther,' by  jointly  '  deriding'  and  '  eoudemuiug  Jcsua'  in  ( 
Uia  living  memhers. 

Aud  if  with  the  candle  of  the  Lord  yon  search  the 
Jerusalem  of  jirofeesing  Chrlatiaas,  you  will  perceive 
that  the  waut  of  a  hertrt-felt,  humbliug  knowledge  of 
Iheir  uiitural  depravity,  gives  hirlli  to  ihe  doable- 
luiudednes^i  of  hypoeriteB,  and  the  misearriagefi  or 
apostacy  of  those  who  once  distinguished  theinselvea 
in  the  evaugelii«l  race )  yon  will  easily  trace  hack,  in 
the  some  corrupt  Bource,  the  seemingly  opposite  errors 
of  the  tooie  jiaiiaomiaii,  and  the  Pharisaic  Legalist, 
those  spiritual  thieves,  by  whom  the  sincere  Christian 
is  perpetually  reviled  ;  and,  in  short,  you  will  be  con- 
viuced,  that  if  yon  set  your  eyes  upon  a  niau,  who  is 
not  yet  deeply  conscious  of  his  corrupt  and  lost  estate, 
or  whose  consdoiuuKM  nfithaii  worn  away,  you  behold 
either  a  triOer  in  religion,  a  dead-hearted  Pharisee,  a 
"ly  hypocrite,  a  loose  Antinumian,  a  self- conceited  for- 
malisl,  a  scoffing  infidel,  or  a  wretched  apostate. 

V'ou  aee,  reader,  what  a  train  of  fatal  fouseqneuvce 
results  from  rejecting,  or  not  properly  receiting,  the 
doctrine  demonstrated  in  these  sheets  : 


^ 


I 


Springinq  from  an  affeeling  Knowledge  of  out  fallen 
and  loil  Eilale. 

No  suouFr  U  Ihe  itiseue  rightly  knotrn,  than  Ibe 
neglected  Jesa»,  who  is  both  our  gracioua  PhyEidao 
RUd  powcrfnl  Remedy,  is  properly  valued,  and  ardeiitl^ 
■oDgbt :  '  All  that'  thua  *  seek,  find  ;'  and  all  that  find 
/fin,  find  Baring  health,  eternal  life,  and  heareo. 

Bear  your  teatimnny  with  me,  ye  children  of  Abi»- 
ban  and  of  Gad,  who  see  the  brighlDexs  of  a  gospel 
'  day  and  rejoice.'  Say,  what  made  yoo  fimt  wish' 
folly  'look  to  ihehUU.whencejoarsalvattonig  come,' 
and  ferrentlf  denire  to  behold  the  Bin-di^pelliDg  beama 
of  the  '  Snii  of  righieoiisnesa ;'  Was  it  not  the  deep 
ditmol  night  of  our  fallen  uatare,  which  yan  happily 
dlscciTGred,  when,  awaking  from  the  sleep  of  siu,  yon 
flnt  saw  the  dclasive  dreama  of  life  aa  Ihey  appear  (o 
(he  dying  ?  What  was  '  the  Desire  of  nations'  to  yon, 
till  yon  felt  yonrselves  toslsinnera  ?  Aiiu  I  Nothing  j 
perhaps  less  than  nothing  I  an  object  of  disgust  or  scorn. 
When  ■  the  pearl  of  great  price'  was  pre!«iited  to  yon, 
^d  yon  regard  it  more,  than  the  vilest  of  lirutes  au 
miental  pearl  ?  And  as  if  it  had  not  beeu  enongh  to 
look  nt  It  with  dindain,  were  not  some  of  yon  ready  to 
'  tnrn  again  and  lend,'  alter  the  example  of  snarling 
aolniala,  those  wlio  affectionately  made  you  (he  invalu- 
»We offer?  (Matt. ril. fi.) 

Bat  when  the  storm  that  shook  moaat  Siaai  orertook 
jenr  careless  souls,  and  ye  saw  yourselves  sinking  into 
■D  abyas  of  misery ;  did  ye  not  cry  out,  and  say,  as  the 
alarmed  dlsdples,  with  an  unknown  energy  of  desire, 
'  SaTC,  Lord,  or  we  perish  >'  And  when  consdous  of 
your  lost  estate,  ye  began  to  bellei-e,  that  He '  came 
to  Bpek  and  to  save  that  whidi  nils  lost ;'  how  dear, 
how  precious  was  He  to  you  In  all  his  otUces  L     How 


glad  were  yon  to  talie  Builty,  weeping  Magdalene's 
place,  and  wait  for  a  parduu  at  your  High  Prial't  feel ! 
Howimporlunale  in  pa/ing  to  your  Atnj,  as  ihe  help- 
ttBa  widiiw,  '  Lord,  avenge  me  of  mine  adFcr^iry,'  my 
'  eril  heart  of  nnbelief  !'  How  eaniest,  how  nuwearied 
in  yoar  application!  to  your  Prophsl,  for  lie&veiiiy  liglit 
and  wisdom !  Tlic  ioceEsaat  prayer  of  blind  Bartimen* 
was  theo  ynum,  and  eo  was  Ibe  graciaua  answer 
which  the  Lord  returned  to  him  j  yon  '  received'  your 
ipiriwal  '  siglit."  And  O  !  what  saw  jon  thcu  ?  The 
sacred  '  Itooli  unsealed  I  Your  dlna  blotted  out  aa  a 
clond  !  The  glory  of  God  shining  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ  i'  and  "  the  kingdom  of  heaven  opened  to  all 
believers  1" 

t,Then,  and  not  till  then,  yon  could  say  from  the 
heart,  *  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthf  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesna  came  into  the  world  to 
rave  BinDCrs,  of  whom  I  am  chief,'  (1  TmA.  15.)— 
Then  you  could  cry  out  with  his  first  disciples, '  Behold 
what  manuerof  love  the  Fatherhath  bestowed  upon  us, 
Jbat  we  ahonld  be  called  the  sons  of  God.'  (1  Jiitin 
iii.  1.)—'  We  are  all  the  ehildren  of  God  by  faitb  in 
Christ  JesDS,  whom  having  not  seen  we  love  ;  in  wbom, 
though  now  we  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  we  rejoice 
with  Joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  leneiving  the 
end  uf  ourfaith,  the  salvation  ofoursouls.'  (Gal. iii. 
26;  1  Pet.  i.  8.)— 'We  trusted  in  Him,  and  are 
helped:  Therefore  our  heart  danceth  for  joy,  and  in 
our  song  will  we  praice  Him,'  (Psalm  xxviii.  8.) — 'To 
Him  that  bath  loved  ns,  and  washed  us  from  our  sine 
in  hi«  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kiogs  and  priests 
unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  Hlni  be  glory  and  dnnU' 
nion  for  ever  and  ever.'  (Rev.  i.  5.) 

And  this  will  be  nlso  your  triumphant  song,  attentive 
Reader,  if,  deeply  conscioas  of  your  lost  estate,  you 
spread  your  guilt  and  misery  before  Him,  who  '  eame 
In  bind  ap  tlie  broken-hearted,  to  prodaitn  liberty  lo 
the  caplirea,  and  the  opeBing.of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound ;  and  to  comfort  all  that  mourn,  by  giving 
iherobeautyfor  aslies,  the  oil  nf  joy  for  mourning,  aa4 
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the  garment  of  praise  for  (be  epirit  uf  heaTinesB. 
(li>Uh,lii.  1.) — 'Your  sorrow,'it  ii  truei'majeiidare 

for  a  nigh),  but  joy  will  coiue  iu  tbc  moriimg,  the  joy  ol 
Ovd's  MJTation,'  and  the  pardon  of  your  i\ai.  '  Hat-in| 
mach  forgiten,'  you  '  will"  then  '  love  much,'  and  ad- 
nirc  in  proportion  ihe  richer  of  divine  wiidom,  good- 
Bcu,  jnstlceandpower.tbac  lo  graciooMycontrired,  and 
•0  wonderfblly  Executed,  the  plan  of  your  redempdon. 
Yon  will  be  racislied  iu  experiencing,  (hat  a  condemned 
■inner  can  nntonly  escape  impending  ruin, bat  enterinlo 
present  poasessioTi  of  a  spiritual  Paradise,  where  peace 
and  joy  blossom  together,  and  whence  wrlGonie  deadi 
will,  ere  long,  translate  yanr  triunipbont  soul  to  tboie 
nnseen,  nnheard  of,  iuconceitable  glories  '  which  God 
liUh  prepared  for  (hem  that  Iotc  him.'  (1  Cor.  ii.  9.]^ 

Nor  will  the  blossomi  of  beaTOnly  '  peace'  and  'Joy' 
ODly diffuse  thidr  divine  fragrancyin  your  sonl ;  all  'tho 
fhiita  of  holiness'  will  grow  together  with  them, '  to  the 
glory  of  God,'  and  the  profit  of  mankind.  And  thoa 
wilt  mil  be  ihe  last,  tllon  (air,  thou  blushing  Humililg, 
to  bend  all  (lie  spreiiding  branches  of  the  '  tree  of  right* 
eonsuess.'  No,  we  cannoi  be  vain,  or  dcspisers  of 
mheri,  when  we  see  ttiat  we  are  all  cormpted,  dying 
ahooti  of  tbe  game  corrupted,  dead  stock  :  Wc  cannot 
be  self-righteous,  when  vre  are  persuaded,  Ibatthe  best 
(nit  which  we  can  naturatlf  produce  is  only  splendid 
dn,  or  rice  coloured  orer  with  the  spedoni  appearance 
of  Tittne.  We  must  He  prostrate  in  tlie  dust,  when  we 
conaider  the  ignomiuionS  cross,  where  our  Divine  Sure- 
ty hung,  bled,  and  died,  to  ransom  oar  gnllty  souls. 

A  genuine  conviction  of  our  corruptioD  and  demerit, 
Ihas  striking  at  the  very  root  of  our  pride,  neceEsarily 
fills  our  hearts  with  inexpressible  gratitude  for  every 
favour  we  receive,  gives  an  exquisite  relish  to  the  least 
Messing  we  enjoy,  and  teaches  us  to  aay  with  the  thank- 
fill  patriarch,  '  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  tby 
mercies  ;'  and  ae  it  reudcrs  ns  grateful  to  God,  and  all 
(inr  benefactors,  so  it  maiies  ns  patient  under  the  great- 
est injuries,  resigned  in  tbe  heaviest  trials,  glad  to  be 
Kyrored,  willing  to  foi^ive  the  faults  of  others,  open  (o 
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acknowledge  our  own,  d,lspoae<l  losjuipatbUe  with  the 
^iltf ,  teadtr-heartcd  towards  the  miiivrable,  iocapable 
□f  beiug  offended  at  Hnyone,  nnd  ready  to  do  every 
office  of  kiiidness,  even  to  Ibe  meauest  of  mBukilid. 

Again  :  No  suoni^r  are  we  properly  acquainted  witii 
OUT  lielpleasne^s,  than  we  give  over  leauiug  on  aa  arin 
uf  flesh,  and  the  broken  reed  of  our  owu  resolutiotii.  Re- 
posing our  entire  confidence  in  the  living  God,  we  fer- 
vently implore  hia  continaal  asttiBtauce,  carefollf  avoid 
temptalious,  gladly  acknowledge  that '  the  help  which 
is  done  upon  tlie  earth,  the  Lord  doth  it  himself,'  and 
bombly  give  him  the  glory  of  all  the  good  thai  appeare 
in  oarselves  and  others. 

Once  more :  Ax  soon  as  we  can  ditcuier  our  spiritaal 
blindnesj,  ne  miatrunt  our  own  judgment,  feel  tlie  need 
of  instruction,  modestly  repair  to  the  expetieuced  for 
advice,  careful!)'  search  the  scriptnrea,  readily  follow 
their  blessed  directions,  and  fen'enlly  pray,  thai  no 
Mse  light  may  mislead  us  unt  of  tlie  way  of  salvation. 

To  conclude  ;  A  right  knowledge  that  '  the  crown  la 
fallen  froio  our  head,'  will  make  us  abominate  Kin,  the 
C3nae  of  our  ruin,  and  raise  in  us  a  noble  ambition  of 
tegaiuiug  oar  original  state  of  blissful  and  glorious 
righteoosuesB.  It  will  xeC  us  npoii  an  earnest  inquiry 
into.and  a  proper  use  of,  all  the  means  conducive  to  our 
recovery.  Even  the  seme  of  our  guilt  will  prove  useful, 
by  helping  to  break  our  obdurate  bearta,  by  embittering 
the  baits  of  wordly  vanities,  and  (iiliug  our  soids  with 
penitential  sorrow.  '  Before  honour  ia  humility.'  This 
happy  hamiliation  makes  way  for  (he  greatest  exalla- 
^on  :  For  *  thus  salth  the  High  and  Lofty  One  that 
inliabiieth  eternity,  I  dwell  io  the  high  and  holy  place, 
with  him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit, 
to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  hnmble,  aud  the  heart  of  the 
contrite,'  to  '  lill  the  hnngry  with  good  things,'  and 
'  beaatify  the  meek  witli  salvation.'  (Isaiah  Ivii.  lb.) 

If  these  advantages,  which  exceed  the  worth  of  earthly 
crow DS,  necessarily  result  from  the  proper  knowledge  of 
otir  corrupt  and  lost  estate ;  who,  but  an  infatuated 
enemy  of  bis  own  soul,  ivould  t>e  afraid  of  4a!i.^l- 
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science  ?  Who,  bot  an  obstinate  Pharisee,  would  not 
esteem  it,  next  to  the  Icnowledge  of  Christ,  the  great- 
est blessing  which  Heaven  can  bestow  vpon  the  self- 
destroyed,  nod  yet  self-concdted  children  of  men  ? 

»    Careless  Reader,  if  thon  art  the  person ;  if  remaining 
■nshaken  in  thy  carnal  eonfidenoe,  and  sapposing  thy- 

•  sdf  *  wiser  than  seren  men  that  can  render  a  reason,' 

'thon  not  only  despisetft- the  testimony  of  tiie  Saered 
Writers,  and  oar  frfoos  Reformers,  laid  before  tbee  in 
the  first  part  of  this  treatise,  bat  disregardest  the  nn- 
BMroas  aiifonwnts  it  contains,  tramplest  nnder  foot 
heAM^Utrt/F^tieiKBd  dMMniMi  Smim,  and  renudnest 
nnalTected  by  the  most  dreadful  consequences  of  self> 
IgBoraace  en  Hbe  one  hand,  and  by  the  greatest  advan- 
tages of  self-knowledge  on  the  other,  I  have  done,  and 
most  take  my  leave  of  tkef. 
.    May  the  mereiftil  and  holy  God,  whose  laws  thon 

•dost  didly  violate,  whose  word  Ihon  hoarly  opposest  or 
forgettest,  whose  salvation  itum  dost  every  moment 
neglect,  whose  vengeance  tiion  continually  provokest, 
and  whose  cause  liiave  attempted  to  plead,  bear  with 
thee  and  thy  insults  a  little  longer ! — May  his  infinite 
patience  yet  afford  thee  some  means  of  conviction,  more 
efiectual  than  that  which  is  at  present  in  thy  hands  !— ^ 
Or  shouldest  thon  look  into  this  labour  of  love  once 
more,  may  it  then  answer  a  better  purpose  than  to. ag- 
gravate thy  guilt,  and  enhance  thy  condemnation,  by 
rendering  the  folly  of  thy  unbelief  more  glaring,  and 
consequently  more  inexcusable ! 
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CONCLUDING  ADDRESS 

THE  SERIOUS  REAUEK, 

•  H'HAT  MUST  I  DO  TO   BE   S.4rED  ." 

UlbeKDolskBlnGUiHdl    [sthcrenoPhyaicUnlliercf    Whytlun 
JEREHIAH. 


'    tRBPtECTlulia  on  the  naiure  mid  depth  ufpenilenliat 

II  DiHECTiONS^ro/jfr/oT  0  half-awakened  sinner,  leha 
dtiirei  to  be  Irvlg  convinced  of  hia  guilt  and  danger. 

III.  CAirrioNS  against  manyfalae  teays  of  healing  " 
coiudenee  mounded  by  tin . 

IV.  The  evangeBcal  method  of  a  sound  cure. 

V.  j1  tcriptvral  teatimony  of  God's  ihUdren  concerning 
the  ejfcetleaey  of  Ihii  method. 

VI.  Scriptural  invitations  and  eahortatiom,  to  etieou-: 
rage  a  desponding  penitent  to  try  this  neaer-failing 
method.    And, 

VII.  The  happy  effeeta  of  such  a  trial. 


Alf 

ADDRESS 

TO  THE' 

SERIOUS  READER. 


Having  taken  my  leave  of  the  thonghUeas  and  gay,^ 
who  regard  an  appeal  to  their  reason,  as  little  as  tiiey 
do  the  warnings  of  their  conscience,  I  retnm  to  thee,* 
serious  and  weU-disposed  reader.  I  am  too  nmch  con* 
cemed  for  thy  soul's  wel&re,  to  lay  down  my  pen, 
without  shewing  fhee  more  perfectly  the  way  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  by  testifying  to  tiiee  *  repentance 
towards  God,  and  foith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

Thou  art  happily  weary  of  feeding  upon  the  husks 
of  earthly  vanities.  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  as  a 
steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God,  to  bring  out  of  the 
divine  treasury  the  pearls  of  evangelical  truth ;  and  I 
gladly  cast  them  before  thee,  persuaded,  that  ^  from- 
awakening  thy  anger,*  they  will  excite  thy  desires,  and 
animate  thy  languid  hopes. 

Instead  of  ridiculing,  or  dreading,  a  heart- felt  ^convic- 
tion of  thy  lost  estate,  thou  now  seest  it  is  a  desirable 
privilege,  an  invaluable  blessing.  Ready  to  mourn, 
because  thou  canst  not  mourn,  thou  complaiuest,  that 
then  hast  only  a  confused  view  of  thy  total  depravity. 
Thou  wantest  the  feelings  of  the  royal  penitent  when  he 

•  Thisaddresste  only  calculated  for  ttrioiu  penaru,  who  ooidfeUly 
aaent  to  the  doctrine  established  |n  the  Raihtua  DmomtnOion  ^ 
(Mr  faUen  amd  lottEgtate,  As  other  readers  have  been  diamisBed 
wUh  the  portion  of  truth  that  belongs  to  them,  they  are  desired 
not  to  meddle  with  Viis,  lest  their  cavils  confirm  St.  Paul's  obserra- 
tioD,  We  preadi  Christ  crucified,  tx>  the'  self-righteous  *Jews  a 
stumbliagrblodi,  and  to  th«r  sclf-oonceited «  Greeks  foolishness. 


i,  '  Beiiolil,  I  was  shapen  ]a  inlqnity,"  &e.;  "I 
nowledge  my  iL'snBgressiops,'  and  '  my  sin  is  ever 
ore  me;'  butconjcioas  thou  canal  not  raise  tliem  in 
lieart  by  untural  powers,  thou  desircat  aome  tcrlp- 
al  directions  snitable  to  thy  case.  Give  me  leaie  to 
reduce  them  by  a  few 


On  lAs  Nature  and  Depth  of  Peai/enlial  Sorrow. 
I.  Thou  knowest,  that '  except  llion' truly '  re pentest, 
>i]  shale'  snrely  '  perish,'  and  that  tbeie  is  no  true 
lenlance,  where  tjicre  is  no  trae  i!amiw  for  sin.  '  I 
olce/  says  St.  i>aiil  to  the  Coriathian.'i,  that  ye  mre 
ide  sorry  ai^er  a  godly  manner :  For  gndly  sorrow 
irketh  repentance  to  i^alvation,  not  to  be  repented  of; 
tihe  sorrow  of  the  world  worketh  death.'  Heure  it 
pears,  that  there  are  two  sorte  of  sorrow  .'priiigiDg 
im  opposite  Eoarces,  God  nod  the  inorldi  the  one  a 
udly  Mirrow,'aiidthe  other  ■  the  sorrow  of  the  world.' 
'am  to  dbtinpish  them  by  their  various  causes  and 
beta,  m  shalt  thon  aroid  the  danger  of  mistnking  tha 
e  for  the  other. 

llic  sorrow  of  the  worid,  which  many  cover  irith 
f  cloak  of  religion,  arises  from  fear  of  contempt, 
ead  of  poverty,  secret  jealousy,  revenge  dissatisfied, 
m  disajipoluied,  biiffled  schemes,  losses  in  business, 
kindness  of  friends,  provocation  ol  enemies,  or  the 
ith  of  some  idolized  rela^ve.  Nay,  this  sorrow  may 
netinws  sptiug  from  a  mistore  of  Belf-righteons 
de  and  slavish  fear.  Some  cannot  bear  to  be  robbed 
their  fond  liopts  of  meriting  heaven  by  their  ima- 
arj  good  works  :  They  lose  all  patieocc,  when  iher 
:  tfacir  beat  rii;hteou»ntas  brought  \a  light,  and  ei- 
led  U  '  filthy  tass;'  they  are  cut  to  llie  heart,  when 
7  hear,  that  their  apparent  good  deed&  deserve  pn. 
hment  as  well  as  their  blaci:  enoi-mities  -.  Or,  like 
idemned  malefactors,  they  dread  the  cnnjequenrm 
their  crimes,  while  they  feel  tittle  or  no  hiirrur  for 
;  crimct  theoi'elvcf. 


IM 
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Kxceedingly  faial  are  the  cBrct^  otibh  surtuw  iutbc 
periuti*  whiiiD  it  ot-eicuiiicH  :  Tlielr  indtgnant  livarls, 
nnable  to  bear  either  diBBppuiiiimeul,  i-ontradiciioii  or 
coDdemnaliua,  riw  agai dm  second  causes,  or  againxt  the 
decnwaofProvldeDce;  fret  at  Hit;  slrkme^  oflhelan, 
or  holiness  of  the  Lawgiver  j  aud  |)irte  away  with 
aaiuterrapted  dlm»utcnt.  Heuiri^,  s|)ui-tiiiig  at  advice, 
direction,  and  conaolMioa,  thvj  wflug  their  hands,  or 
"  gnaw  tlielr  tongaes  with  aa^ish  i"  impadetice 
wurlu  them  up  iutu  stupid  sailenuess,  or  doie;  mar- 
mariiut ;  they  cotaplaia,  tliat  their  *  paniahment  li 
greater  than  they  cau  bearj'  and,  ituagimug  ibey  are 
more  severely  dealt  with  than  olhers,  they  bastUy  coa- 
clade,  '  Behold  ihls-etlt  is  frum  the  Lord,  why  bhould 
I  wait  lor  bitQ  any  longer  *'  'I'has  black  despair  iehet 
upon  their  eplrils  ;  and  if  grace  does  uot  luterpote,  they* 
either  lire  on  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  inlqultiei; 
as  Cain,  Pharaoh,  and  Hamao  i  (.r  madly  Inj  violent 
hands  upon  thcaiielveK,  as  .Viiicopbet  and  Jndan. 

Hiis  surruw  cannot  be  too  mcch^  piarded  against,  as 
it  not  only  destroys  many  ptrjanA,  but  doen  imuiense 
hurt  tu  religiuu,  Fur  those  who  are  glad  of  any  pie- 
lence  to  pour  contempt  upon  godtiness-,  taking  ocduiolk 
from  tbe  instances  of  this  snrrow,  harden  their  own 
bearts,  and  prejudice  all  around  them  agalnit  the 
blessed  '  godly  sorrow,"  which  every  minister  of  the 
gospel  endeavours  to  excite;  nialJeioui^y  repreBenting 
it  as  one  and  the  aaoe  wilk  the  mlscbievoui  '  t^nrrow . 
of  the  world.' 

Ilicir  Diiatake  will  be  evidint,  if  xe  trace  godly 

sorrow  back  to  its  eonrce.     It  does  not  spring  merel; 

from  fear  uf  punisbincut ;  but  chicSy  fium  huiubling 

views  of  God's  holiness,  the  Impurity  of  tlie  human 

I    natnre,  the  esccediug  ainfdlneas  of  sin,  and  tbe  trau- 

I   gcendent  escelleocy  of  the  law,  which  condcmnB  the  ' 

And  lliia  lu^pf  sorrow  diReri  uot  less  from  the  other 
in  Its  effects,  than  it  does  in  Its  cause.  The  peraoM 
who  are  blessed  with  it,  lar  Si-om  mormuring  or  fretttnjf' 


and  good,'  botb  In  ib  preceptive  aud  penal  giui 
so  ab&olaKly  acqulesi-e  id  it,  that  tbcy  wuiild  not  niter 
it,  if  they  could.  'I'bey  clear  GuJ,  accuse  tJieuiselves, 
luhscribe  their  oivo  ieiileace,  and  ackuuwli^dge,  ■  ll  is 
of  the  Lord's  mercies  we  are  not  cousuuied.'  Kikcli  of 
Ibem  can  say,  '  Wherefore  should  a  living  man  cuni- 
plaiu,  H  man  fur  the  puuisbmcut  of  liij  sins?  It  is 
good  that  he  nhonld  boili  hope,  aud  quietly  wait,  for 
God's  salratiou  :  I  will  Ihercfore  ivaicli  to  see  wiiat  lie 
will  say  unto  me,  for  he  will  speat  peace  uuto  his  peo- 
ple.' Thus  in  a  constant  use  of  all  the  ordinances  of 
God,  the)'  meelily  wait,  wreelling  with  their  unbelieviug 
fears,  till  tictoriouii  *  faith  cornea  by  hearing'  of  (lie 
matchlesB  love  of  Jesud  Christ;  kud  then, '  feariu);  the 
Lord  and  bis  goodness,'  they  '  siug  the  auug  of  the 
Lamb,'  aud  ruu  upon  his  deliglilfnl  errands. 

As  thou  seeat,  serious  reader,  liie  naiorE,  neerssity, 
and  escellence  of  '  godiy  sorrow,'  tliun  ait  prohal)ly 
desirous  of  lielag  informed,  hnw  deep  Ihiae  luust  be, 
to  constitute  thee  a  true  penitent.  Know  then,  that  it 
most  be  deepecoDghto  embitter  thy  most  pleasing,  pro- 
fitable, and  habitual  sins,  aud  (o  prevent  tliy  resting 
withoDt  aclear  sease  of  tby  peculiar  interest  iu  Christ. 
— It  must  be  profound  enongh  to  la^ke  liini  aud  liis 
(juspel  infinilely  precious  to  thee,  and  to  uroilutc,  under 
Ggd,  the  blessed  effects  meutioued  in  tlie  Fifth  Part  of 
the  prcceiliug  Trealitc. 

To  be  niote  partlcojar  ;  A  true  penitent  may  cer- 
Ciiuly,  without  desp^r  or  madness,  gn  as  far  in  godly 
siirrow,  ai  l>avid  d^ies  in  his  penitential  Psalms,  or  uur 
church  in  the  first  part  of  the  Homily  on  Fasting. 
"  When  good  men,"  says  she,  "  feel  in  themselves  the 
heavy  burtlicn  of  sin,  see  damnation  to  be  tlie  itivard 
of  it,  aud  behold  with  the  eye  of  ibeir  mind  the  horror 
of  hell,  tliey  tremble,  ihey  quake,  Ihej  are  inwardly 
touched  with  sorrowfulness  of  heart  far  their  uSenccs, 
and  cannot  bat  accuse  themselves,  aud  opeu  their  ^rief 
unto  Almighty  God,  aud  call  on  him  for  meray.  iliis 
being  done  sei-lously,  tlieir  mind  is  so  occupied,  partly 
ivith  sorrow  aud  lieni  iiicss,  partly  Willi  aiicaj:ue?l.iewt« 

\'oi..  I.  H 
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to  be  delivered  from  Uili  daagerof  licll  uid  damnatiou, 
that  all  desire  of  meK  and  drink  ii^  laid  u^ide,  and 
iMthiQft  of  all  worldly  tblagi  aud  pltaJurc"  cornea  Id 
place,  10  thai  (bey  like  uotbing  belter  than  tn  wnp, 
to  UmcDI,  lo  mooro,  and,  both  with  nordi>  and  beha- 
rionrof  hudy,  to  show  themaelveii  weary  of  this  life." 

N'evertbi:leu  U  diuM  be  obierred,  that  godly  sorrow 
aeedn  not  be  equal,  either  In  degree  or  duration,  in  all 
peniieuts.  Thow  whose  hearts,  through  divine  grace, 
open  at  readily  aud  gently  as  (hat  of  Lydia,  bagipily 
avuid  tuHuy  of  Daviil'g  pangs  and  Job'a  (errurM.  'fbe 
powerful  and  Instantaneotis,  or  the  gentle  and  gradnal 
manner,  In  whirh  souls  are  awakened ;  the  difference  of 
coustitations ;  the  peculiar  servlcea  that  a  few  arc  called 
to,  nnd  for  which  they  are  prepitred  hy  peculiar  exer- 
ctnea;  the  lionidaggravatioDs  that  have  attended  Ibesliu 
ofsomei  and  the  severe  correction  which  the  Lord  Js 
obliged  to  gice  others,  fur  their  stout  resis tan ce  against 
hU  grace; — all  this  may  help  us  (o  account  for  the 
various  depths  nf  distress,  through  which  differeni 
penitents  pass  In  their  way  to  Christ  and  salvation. 

The  Lord  does  not  needlessly  afflict  the  rhildreo  of 
ineii,  any  more  than  a  lender  father  unnecessarily  cor- 
rects his  disobedient  children ;  he  only  waot*  ne  to 
forsake  our  sina,  renounce  our  own  Imaginary  righte- 
ousness, and  come  to  Christ  to  be  partakci-s  of  his 
mcditi,  holiness,  and  felirlty.  The  sorrow  which  an- 
iwera  these  ends  ia  quite  sulDcient,  though  it  should  be 
over  no  li);hl,  anS  of  ever  so  short  a  diiration.  On  the 
oimtrary,  a  distress  as  heavy  as  that  of  Jndas  is  nna- 
T^lable,  If,  instead  of  driving  us  from  sin  to  Jesa» 
Christ,  it  only  drives  us  from  profaueness  to  hypocrisy, 
or  from  presunjptioD  to  despair. 

If,  still  perplexed,  thou  a»k est  what  thoa  must  do  to 

get  a  Mense  of  thy  depravity,  productive  of  tme  repent- 

iswer,  that  an  affecting  discovery  of  the  gnilt, 

,d  danger  of  ain,  is  only  attained  by  the  aa- 

listBnce  of  God's  Spirit,  '  who  alone  effectually  *  con- 

rfncea  the  world  of  siu.'   (John  xvi.  8.)     Bat  the  Lord 

giacieiiil;  ^tpotnted  msuU)  in  tha  right  lue  of 


»hich  lie  liefer  cJenies  a  sinner  the  couviniliis  and 
!OL?eningjioKcr  of  hia  blessed  Spirit ;  and  wbal  lliey 
ire,  thou  art  infnrmed  In  the  folluwiug 


Proper  for  a  half-aicakeiied  Sinner,  dtiiroua  of  bfiiig 
duls  convinced  of  hit  corrvpl  and  last  Etiate. 

II.  Beware  of 'fools,'  that'nmlie  amockal'  sor- 
■ow  for  sin,  and  at  'sin'  Itaelf.  Beware  of  thoie 
blind  leaders  ot  (he  blind,'  who,  'having  a  form  of 
[odlinesa,  deny  tlie  power  thereof;'  lu^ttad  of  point- 
ug  thee  to  the  throne  of  grace,  end  bidding  thee 
behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  laVreth  away  the  Kin  of 
,he  world,'  ihey  will  only  direct  thee  to  the  chorch- 
walls  and  comrannioii  table  :  And,  perhapn,  if  ihey  see 
ihee  under  dejection  of  spirit  for  thy  pins,  they  will  re- 
ximmend  the  play-houBe,  the  card-table,  or  what  thejr 
all  *'  a  cheerfnl  glaia."  ■  From  anch  tnrn  away,"  or 
;hey  will  persuade  thee  that  repentance  Is  melandioly ; 
a>nrictJonof  >in,  despair  (  and  the  love  of  God,  enthu- 
ttaim.  (aTim.  iii.  5.) 

That  they  may  not  be  able  to  laagh  or  frown  thee  out 
if  the  way  of  salvation,  dwell  in  thy  thoughts  on  God's 
iwfiil  perfectiuM.  'Justice  and  judgment  are  theliabi- 
Ulon  of  his  ihrane.'  The  unspotted,  resplendent  hnli- 
less  beaming  forth  from  him,  a»  from  an  immensely 
jlorioiiB  Sun  of  Righteousness,  will  shew  thee  lliy  sins 
«  innainerable  astheflyingolotesdincovcred  in  a  dUKty 
DOm,  where  the  natural  loio  can  penetrate.  Consider 
bat  they  are  committed  by  a  worm  of  earth,  against 
he  M^esty  of  Fieaveu ;  and  they  will  all  appear  to  thee 
ntinltely  great ;  Especially  if  thou  nieB!!ure9t  (hem  and 
hyself  by  the  true  rule,  the  oracles  of  God  ;  easting 
iway  the  three  false  standards  which  self-deeeivera  mea- 
Bre  theuiselres  by,  namely,  the  good  o]iiuion  of  their 
vorldly-minded  neighbonra,  llie  deltciive  examples  of 
b^  fellow- sinners,  and  the  flattering  suggeetions  of 
heir  own  blind  aelf-lofe. 

Follow  the  example  of  '  the  noble  Rercans  ;  Senrcli 
hescriptorcs  daily,  whether  these  things  are  10.'  t,KiSA 
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xvii.  H.}  View,  in  that  faithful  mirror,  the  picture 
both  of  the  natural  and  of  the  regenerate  man,  and  ask 
thy  couscicDce  which  thou  resemblest  most.  If  imitating 
the  godly  man  described  in  the  first  Psalm,  thon  *  me- 
dltatett  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  day  and  night/  the 
itraitness  of  the  heavenly  rule  will  soon  shew  thee  how 
veryftr  gone  thy  thonghts,  words,  actions,  tempers 
and  nataie,  are  from  original  righteousness. 

To  this  meditation,  add  a  frequent  survey  of  the  fol« 
ilea  of  thy  childhood,  ihe  vanity  of  thy  youtii,  the 
worldly-mindedness  of  tiiy  riper  years,  the  capital  trans- 
gressions which  conscience  accuses  thee  of,  and  the 
*  hardness  of  heart,'  and  *  alienation  from  the  life  of 
Gtod,'  that  the  scriptures  chaige  thee  vrith.  Confess  all 
to  tiM  Lord  as  thou  art  able,  remembering  tiiat  '  the 
wages  of  sin  is  death,'  who  flies  fast  npon  thee  with  the 
wings  of  time : — Deaths  who  often  gives  no  wanting, 
and  ushers  Ukjudgmeatt  with  all  tiie  horrors  of  Ji#//,  or 
the  Joys  of  heaviHt  and  pray  that  jOiese  awful  realities 
may  affect  thee  now,  as  they  will  in  thy  last  moments. 

Frequentiy  reflect,  how  total  must  be  our  loss  of  spi- 
ritual life,  which  cannot  be  repaired  but  by  a  *  resur- 
rection,' a  'new  birth,'  or  a  '  new  creation.'  (Col.  ill. 
1 ;  John  iii.  7 ;  Gal.  vi.  5.)  And  how  desperate  the 
disease  of  our  follen  nature,  which  cannot  be  healed 
but  witii  the  blood  of  a  Divine  Physician.  Consider, 
attentively,  consider  Him,  whose  piercing  IooIl  softened 
the  obdurate  heart  of  cursing  Peter,  whose  amazing 
sufferings  brought  a  hardened  thief  under  the  deepest 
concern  for  his  salvation,  and  whose  dying  groans  *  rent 
the  rocks,  shook  the  earth,  and  opened  the  graves.' 
The  tender  flower  of  evangelical  sorrow  grows  best  in 
the  shade  of  his  cross ;  a  believing  view  of  him,  as  suf- 
fering for  thee,  will  melt  thee  into  penitential  tears, 
and  seal  upon  thy  relenting  heart  the  gracious  promise, 
'.They  shalllook  upon  him  whom  they  liave  pierced, 
and  mourn.'  (Zech.  xii.  10.) 

In  the  mean  time,  improve  the  daily  opportunities 

which  thou  hast  of  studying  human  corruption  in  the 

Ji/e  and  tempers  of  all  around  thee,  but  chiefly  in  thy 


own  careless  nud  deceitful  lieltrl:  Take  i 
pride  and  aelf-aeeking.ofitsrlaingaaud  secret  workings, 
espedally  when  nnes peeled  temptalionstrooble  thy  Ima- 
ginary peace  of  mind  :  For  at  sucb  a  time,  thy  corrup- 
GoTi,  like  the  sediment  in  the  bottom  of  a  'ial  tliat  is 
shaken,  will  shtw  its  loadisomeiie^s  and  streugth. 

Converse,  freqaeiitly,  if  Ihoa  canst,  with  persons 
deeply  couvinced  of  fin.  Attend  a  plain,  heart-search- 
ing ministry  aaoften  as  poa^ble  ;  audwbcn  thesn:ordof 
Oie  Spirit,  the  word  of  God,  pierces  thy  son),  beware 
of  fretful  Impatience.  Instead  of  rising  nilh  indigaation 
against  the  preacber,  and  saying  as  proud  Ahab  did  to 
flie  man  of  God, '  Hast  thwi  found  roe,  O  mine  euemyj?' 
acconitC  him  thy  liest  friend  that  wnnnds  thee  deepest, 
provided  lie  brings  thee  lo  Christ  for  a  core  :  And  when 
the  arrovrs  of  the  word  fly  abroad,  drop  the  shield  of 
nubelief,  make  bare  thy  breast,  welcome  the  blessed 
shaft,  and  remember,  that  the  only  way  of  conquering 
sin,  is  to  fall,  wounded  and  helpless,  sltheKedeeraer'fl 
feet. 

Nevertheless,  [he  impressions  of  the  word  will  soon 
wear  aft,  if  thou  dost  not  importnnalcly  entitat  the 
Searcher  of  hearts  to  liglit  the  candle  of  his  grace  in  thy 
toul,  that  thou  tnayent  clearly  see  whether'  thy  inward 
parts'  are  '  holiness  to  the  Lord,'  as  tbon  fondly  snp- 
posedst;  or  '  very  wickedness,'  as  the  scripture  testi- 
fies. It  is  only  in  God's  light,  that  we  can  cleai'ly  dia- 
corer  onr  blindness. 

■  This  '  light,"  it  is  trnc,  '  shLneth  in  darkness,'  bat 
freqaently  '  the  darkness  compreheudelh  it  not."  Thit 
this  be  not  thy  dreadful  case,  do  not  friree  and  quench 
the  CDDviocing  S'pirJr,  by  persisting  in  thetci7/u/omis- 
tioa  of  any  dnty,  or  detiberale  commiKsion  of  any  iln  ; 
Nothing  but  oiilinatt  unbelief  darkens  the  mind,  and 
hardens  the  heart,  more  than  this.  Therefore,  instead 
of  burying  thy  'one  talent'  with  the  'slothfni  servant,' 
earnestly  pray  the  Lord  to  make  thee  faithful  in  thycon- 
rict]ouB,  sod  to  deepen  them  daily  till  they  end  iu  a 

.    •pnnd  coDTersloii. 
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In  order  tothi.«,  do  not  slightly  heal  the  wound  in  thy 
conscience  :  it  is  better  to  keep  it  open,  than  to  i>kin  it 
over  by  improper  means  :  Many,  through  a  natural 
forwardnesn  and  impttdeiice,  bare  recourse  to  tbem,  and 
min  is  the  cunseqiience  of  their  mistake.  That  thoa 
mayest  avoid  it,  ferions  reader,  ]  entreat  tliee  to  pay  a 
dne  regard  to  the  following 

CAUTIONS, 

Pnpwfoir  a  Peaiieni,  who  dtihret  to  mak^  Mm  Calling 

und  Election  subb. 

in.  When  thou  hast  affecdng  views  of  thy  lost 
estate,  beware  of  resting,  like  Felix,  in  some  pangs  of 
fear,  fits  of  trembling,  and  resolations  of  turning  to 
Ood  by  and  by,  *  when'  thou  *  shalt  have  a  convenient 
season.'  Neither  give  place  to  desponding  t]ioiights,[as 
if  there  was  no  appeal  from  the  tribanal  of  Jnstice  to 
the  throne  of  Grace. 

Ran  not  for  ease  to  vain  company,  bodily  indulgence, 
entangling  affections,  immoderate  sleep,  excessive  drink- 
ing, or  hurry  of  budiness.  '  Cain  built  a  city'  to  divert 
his  trouble  of  mind,  and  multitudes  like  him,  by  *  the 
cares  of  this  world,  the  deceitfulnoss  of  riches,  or  the 
desire  of  other  things,'  daily  choke  the  good  seed,  the 
precious  word  of  conviction.  (Mark  iv.  19.) 

Be  not  satisfied  wi&  fsunt  desires  of  living  the  life  of 
the  righteous,  or  idle  wishes  of  dying  their  death.  Re* 
member  that  *  the  desire  of  the  slothful  kills  him :'  And 
if  thou  hast  experienced  some  drawings  of  grace,  melt* 
ingsof  heart,  or  breathings  after  God,  sit  not  down  at 
last,  as  the  Loadiceans,  in  a  careless  state,  <  neither  hot 
nor  cold.'  It  is  far  better  to  go  on  thy  way  weeping, 
and  seeking  '  the  pearl  of  great  price'  till  thou  really 
find  it,  than  to  rest  contented  with  a  hasty  conceit  that 
thou  art  possessed  of  it,  when  thou  art  not. 

Stop  not  in  an  outward  reformation,  and  a  form  of 
godliness,  like  many,  who  mistake  the  means  or  doctrines 
of  grace  for  grace  itself ;  and  because  they  say' their 
heartless  prayers  both  in  public  and  private,  or  go  far  and 
often  to  bear  the  gospel  preached  in  its  parity,  fondly 


hope  Ihat  Ihey  are  tbe  fiiTaaritea  of  God,  iai  m  th(^ 
high  way  to  heaven. 

Under  pretence  of  increasing  thy  convictions,  do  not 
bury  theoi  in  heaps  of  religions  boolis.  Some  reail  Ull 
their  heads  are  cunfnsed,  or  iheir  liearts  pott  fteliug. 
ThaSjlhoogh  '  ever  learning,  they  are  oeser  able  to  couie 
b>  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.'  Hear,  then,  tu  well  as 
Ttad,  the  word  of  life ;  hut  think  not  thyself  converted 
when  thou  hast 'reccired  1c  with  Joy:'  The  stony  grouud 
hearurs  went  aij  far  aB  this  :  '  Herod  himself  heard  John 
gladly,  honoured  him,  did  many  things,'  but  Jeft  the 
most  Important  uiitloue  :  For  he  never  dismissed  the 
iDcestnons  woman  he  lived  with  ;  and  at  last  sacriliced 
lo  her  revenge  the  honest  preacher  he  once  admired. 

Do  uotcoufound  tlie  cottenanf  i^vorki  made  with  in- 
nocent AAam  be/ore  the  full,  and  the  conenant  of  grate 
made  withiin/^fAdama/ferthe  fall.  (Gen.  ii.  17;  and 
iii.  15  i  and  Rom.  v.  U— 21,}  They  ate  excellent  in 
their  place,  but  when  they  are  mixed  together,  they 
destroy  each  other's  efficacy.  'ITie  dreadful  ihuodera 
heard  in  Paradise  Lost,  and  the  melodious  songs  ullered 
in  Paradise  Itegained,  do  not atiikeo/ lines  tliesamespi' 
ritual  ear.  'I'he  galling  yoke  of  the  law  of  vforks,  aud 
the  heavy  load  of  its  condemnatlou  nre  dropped,  when 
we  take  upon  as  Christ's  easy  yoke,  and  stibniit  lo  Kn 
light  harden.  In  a  word,  the  first  Adam  gives  plarc  to 
the  Second,  when  we  '  find  rest  unto  our  souls.'  Let 
then  the  cin-fe  of  the  law  of  inuucence  be  swallowed  up 
by  theA/ejiiD^of  the  gospel ;  or  rather  let  it  make  uay  for 
the  grace  of  Christ  in  thy  son),  as  an  emetic  makes  way 
for  a  cordial  iu  a  disordered  stomach.  If  iliou  tukest 
ihem  together,  their  respective  use  is  prevented.  The 
first  coveuant  loses  its  Aumi/inf  efficacy,  and  the  second 
its  reitorativt  power.  Therefore,  if  thoa  hast  really 
'  received  the  senleDce  of  death  in  thyself,'  leart;  the 
curse  of  the  first  covenant  in  the  grave  of  Christ,  '  crii- 
citied  for  thy  sins ;'  and  welcome  tlie  pardoning,  rcno. 
rating  graceof  Christ, '  riseu  again  for  thy  justification.' 
On  tbe  other  hand,  rest  not  contented  with  speeulatiie 
knowledge,  and  unatfectliig,  though  clear,  ideas  of  i^ 


^ 


p-«p«-1  wty  of  iBlration.  Ught  lu  an  nnrenFtred  n 
ibinJIni.  inismkcD  for  '  the  niVNtety  of  felHi  In  m 
hcnn,'  liketinUiTi>.<atnii«.  or  lalirellt;ht,  Ipad*^ 
taDdii  thraDcbihebogiof  lin  into  tfaepiiofdesira 
(Acuriii.  13.) 

Pacifj  not  (hy  C0D»ciencc  bj  ictii'ity  in  i 
rlceii,  and  a  warmth  in  Goi'n  auue  :  Vhrtj-s^fi 
nBlurBlsleadiiie«>iacan7tTigr)iiB(aTOTR'iteichemeJ( 
OP  sreLing  x\\j  own  glory,  may  be  the  KpringK  I 
thee  on  die  worli.  Jebn  faiibfullr  destroyed  B 
Jexcbiri,  bm  his  zeal  for  the  Lord  covered  the  bi 
sia-  of  a  crawD.  Tate  cnrc  alao,  not  to  roimake] 
for  icrarai;  fluency  nf speech  forconTertlnB  powef" 
womitb  of  naural  affenion  for  dirine  lore ; 
pulie  of  Ood's  Sjilrit,  on  aome  particular  on 
an  evidence  of  Bpiritnnl  regeDeralion.  Bslaani  ^ 
and  projihesied  liicea child  of  God,  and  'many  m'~ 
daytay'toChHst,  'Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied,  ^ 
all  mysteries,  cast  out  devils,  and  done  many  w 
fill  H'orks  in  thy  name  ? :'  To  ivhoin  he  will  e 
*  Depart  from  me,  I  know  yon  not.' 

Aioid  the  setf-CDDceit  of  many,  who  feed  oi 
mpted  manna  of  their  past  esiterlcnces,  and  con  fid 
appeal  to  the  wasted  sU'eama  ofthose  consolations,*) 
once  refreshed  their  hearts;  when,  alas!  ills 
'  they  have'  now  '  forsaken  the  fountain  of  1  i 
ter,'  and  '  hecvn  to  themselves  broken  ciatemis 
no  water;  nnless  the  mire  of  evil  tempers,  : 
rlevrs,  and  heartless  professions  of  faith,  may  pi 
'  the  streams  which  gladden  the  city  of  God.' 

Nelthei'  dotliou  heal  thyself  by  lonches  of  soi 
tears,  gnod  desires,  or  ontward  marks  of  humiliatk 
■In,  as  Kin?  Ahab.     Nor  by  excessive  festliij,  n 
from  birsinesi,   or  hard  usage  of  (he  body,  i 
Homan  Catholics ;  nor  yet  by  misapplying  the  di 
of  predestination,  and  setting  down  no' ' 
for  evidences  ofiBlvatlou,  as  many  Protestants.  Nol 
hy  '  doting  about  questions,  strifes  of  words, 
verac  dlsputinga,  whicli  eat  as  a  canker,'  as 
Hi  Paul's  days,  and  too  many  in  onrs.   (1  llm.  liA 


To  cuiiclude  :  Think  not  ihou  art  ubeiilntelr  uiiicli' 
whole  when  the  power  of  outward  urn  ie  weakeued  or 
suspended,  when  thou  ha«t  letrned  the  language  of  Ca- 
uaao,  caust  apeak  or  write  well  on  spiritual  aubjectl,  art 
iutiniatelj  acquainted  with  the  beet  miniaiers  of  Christ, 
and  liast  coat  thy  lot  aiuoui;  Chedespined  children  of  God, 
taken  their  part,  shared  iu  their  reproach,  and  secured 
their  eEteeiu  aod  prayeri.  Jndas  did  so  tor  yean :  >  Saul 
was' once  'also  amoug  the  prophets.'  Aoauia«  and  Sap- 
phi  ra  were  mpposed  lobe  good  believers  for  a  time  ;the 
foolish  vlrgiuj  joined  in  society  with  Che  wise,  audwere 
perhaps  unsuspected  to  the  lai^t;  aod  Peter  himself  stood 
iu  need  of  coRirerrian,  long  after  he  bad  outwardly' left 
all  to  follow  Christ.'  [Luke  xxU.  32.J  So  important  is 
that  charge  of  our  Lord,  '  Strive  to  enter  In  at  the  ati-ait 
gate,  for  many  will  seek  to  enter  in, and  shall  not  beable. 

To  these  cautionB  against  the  various  wayi>  1>y  which 
the  generality  of  penitents  skin  over  the  wuuud  of  sin  in 
Ihelr  conscience,  permit  me  to  add  an 


roiiiliiig  out  the  Divine  Method  of  a  sound  Cure, 
mliich,  l/iovg/i  least  regarded,  and  last  tried,  hi)  must 
Sinners,  is  not  onig  ffeclual  in  some,  but  infallible 
in  ALL  Cases.    ~ 

IV.  WoctDBST  tliou,  serious  Reader,  be  made  whole 
in  ati  evangelical  manner  ?  To  thy  convictions  of  ori<- 
gtoal  and  actual  sin  must  be  added,  a  couvictioD  of 
unbelief.  Feel,  then,  that  tlion  hast  neglected  Christ's 
great  salvation  :  Own  thou  didnt  never  ask,  or  never 
persevere  in  ashing,  the  unfeigned,  saving,  powerful 
f^th,  by  which'  Che  atonement  is  received' and  enjoyed. 
'fiota.  V.  11.}  Acknowledge,  that  the  faith  thou  bast 
hitherto  rested  in,  waj  not '  the  gift  of  God,'  that  grace 
*  of  hiii  own  operation,  wrought  in  thee  according  to 
tlie  working  of  his  mighty  power,'  and  tneniloued 
Kph.  ii.  8 ;  CoL  il.  13 ;  Eph.  L  9.  And  confess  it  was 
not  the  rtgliC  Cbristiau  lailh  ;  because  ic  chieliy  grew 
^H  the  seed  of  prejudice  and  education,  ax,  tlve  fo\i.^ 
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nf  Jrivi  and'Hirks;  and  nol  rrom  the  geed  i 
gnee  and  pa»er,  at  ibe  faith  of  St.  Paul ;  (Gal.L^ 
and  becaase  It  nei-rr  yielded  the  heavenly  fmiH  V 
Cioapel  (iaith  inMlibly  prodacea:  Such  a*,- 
aiiionwithChriai;'  [Oa.U.iO;)—'atejaidOBOl 
(Cot,  I.  14;  Acta  xiti.  39;}— 'peace  wKb  < 
(tbim.  T.  1 ;)— '  dominion  orer  slu  ;'  (Rom.  rL  14 
'  vlrtorj  orer  the  world ;'  (I  John  r.  *  ;) — '  the  q 
fixlon  of  the  llethi'  (Gal.  t.  ;] — '  power  to  queii^ 
Herj  daitaof  the  widced ;'  (Eph.  vi.  16 ;)— '  joy  noM 
able  ;  [1  Pet.  i.  8;}— '  and  the  ealvBtiDii  of  the -I 
{1  Pet  i.  9 1  Heb.  31.39.J  I 

Be  not  afraid  of  this  convlrtion  of  nnbelief :  H 
generally  goes  before  divine  faith,  as  the  fcrmeDll 
of  a  grain  of  corn  in  ibe  earth  is  prevluun  to  its  ah 
ioe  its  atalli  tuwarda  heaven.  ■  God  concladea,'  4 
ns  np  ■  Id  nnbelief,'  says  St.  Paul,  *  (bat  he  marl 
mercy  upon  as.' (Itom.  xi.3Z.)  '  When  the  Com% 
is  come,'  asrt  onr  Lord, '  he  will  convince  tht  wo^ 
ain,  becanse  they  believe  not  in  me.'  This  is  the  If 
gression  which  pecnliariy  deserves  the  name  of  A 
being  the  damning  sEn  according  to  the  gospel,  » 
xvi.  16,)  the  sin  th^ct  biuds  n|>on  us  the  guilt  of  d 
oilier  iniquities,  and  keeps  up  the  power  of  all  oM 
ruptlons.  Its  Immediate  effect  ia  to  '  harden  &e  Iqi 
[Mark  stI.  14  i)  and  '  make  It  depart  from  Ihe^ 
God ;'  (Heb.  iii.  IS ;}  and  this  bikriluGss  and  depM 
are  the  genuine  parents  of  ail  oni  actual  aius,  Ihe4 
bcr  and  blncknesa  of  which  increase  or  derreaM 
the  strength  of  nnbelief  grows  or  decays.  i 

A  conviction  of  this  sin  is  of  Chentmost  impoMt 
u  nothing  but  an  aS'ecting  sense  of  its  beiaousnMl 
power  can  mate  ns  entirely  weary  of  ounelves^ 
thinjbnt  a  sight  of  its  desti-nctive  natare  can  {uj 
our  rerting  wilhont  n  complete  core.  4 

Batwhett  thon  art  once  convinced  of  iint)diefvii 

,   increase  the  difficntty  of  believing  by  imaghil&M 

t^ilh  at  au  immense  distance.    Consider  it  a^  rsM 

tbj  heart.  That  which  convinces  thee  of  sin  and'H 

*'  '  jE^wl  with  tbe  greatest  eas^ 


viiice  thee  of  righteausness,  luid '  reveal  ill  ihee  Chtist 
the  hope  of  glory.'  How  ijaickly  can  the  Spirit  take  uf 
the  thini;9  thm  belong  to  liitn,  aud  nhow  tbem  niitii 
thee  1  '  Say  QOf  then  '  id  tby  heart.  Who  uLall  asceud 
into  heaven,  or  descend  Into  the  deep'  to  get  me  Ute 
seed  of  feith  ?  But  let  St.  Panl  show  thee,  '  the  new 
aud  living  way."  '  The  word  is  nigh  thee,"  says  he, 
'  even  in  thy  oioath  und  in  thy  heart,  that  is,  the  word 
of  faith  whieh  ne  preach  ;  that  If  thoa  shall  confess 
with  thy  moath  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in 
thy  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou 
shalt  be  saved ;'  For  '  we  are  saved  by  fflith,  faith 
conieth  by  hearing,  and  bearing  by  the  word  of  God.' 
'  Hear'  then  '  tlie  word  of  tlie  Lord.' 

Are  thy  s\as  really  giievous  to  thee  ?  la  the  burden 
of  them  intolerable  ?  Wouldst  than  part  with  it  at 
any  rale  !  Dost  thou  fiilly  renounce  thy  speculative 
Bad  barren  faith  I  Hast  tbou  received  the  lenteuce  of 
eternal  death  in  Uiy  conscience,  acknowledging  thy  case 
(for  any  thiiii;  thou  canst  do  without  Christ]  helpless, 
hopeless,  desperate  ?  And  art  thou  truly  bruught  to 
tJie  grand  inquiry, '  What  must  1  do  lo  be  saved!'  See, 
fee!,  confers,  that  thou  staudeat  in  absolute  need  of  a 
divine  Physidan,  an  almighty  Redeemer ;  and  that  the 
God- man,  Jesus  Christ,  joins  troth  those  extraordinary 
t-haraeters  in  his  wonderful  person.  Submit  to  be 'saved 
by  grace,'  hy  free  grace,  through  his  infinite  merits, 
and  not  thy  wretched  deserts ;  and  instead  of  opposing, 
continually  study  God'a  wonderful  metbod  of  saving 
sinne»,  the  worst  of  siuaera,  Ay  /ailh  in  his  bhmd.   . 

'  There  Is  no  name  but  his  under  heaven,  whereby 
we  must  he  sat'ed ;  neither  is  there  cure,  or  'salvation, 
in  any  other.'  (Acts  ir.  12.)  As  '  by  him  all  things 
were  created,'  ho  '  by  him  they  subsist,'  and  by  hlin 
Ihey  must  he  restored.  The  power  of  his  word  and 
breath,  made  man  a  living  soul;  and  now  that  we  are 
deadtotiod,  the  name  power,  applying  his  blood  and 
righteousness,  most  '  create  in  us  clean  hearts,'  and 
right  splrilg  wlttiin  as.'    This,  and  this  only 
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heals  wounded  consciences,  washes  polluted  souls,  and 
raises  the  dead  in  trcspasnes  and  sins. 

Wouldflt  thou  then  be  made  whole  ?  '  Determine/ 
as  St.  PtMl,  *  to  know  nothing  but  Chiixt,  and  him 
crncified.'  Aim  at  belieiing,  realiziog,  applicatory  views 
of  what  he  Is,  and  what  he  has  done  and  suffered  for 
thee.  Through  all  tiie  clouds  of  thy  gutlt  and  unbelief, 
which  will  vanish  before  our  '  Sun  of  Righteousness/ 
as  mists  before  the  material  sun,  '  behold  him  as  the 
I^amb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world/ 
and  thine.  See  the  immense  dignity  of  his  person ; 
'  he  is  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever  /  and  yet  he  con- 
descends to  be  '  Immannel,  God  with  us,  flesh  of  our 
fleshy  and  bone  of  our  bone.' — Consider  the  inexpres* 
sible  value,  and  inconceivable  efficacy  uf  his  precious 
all-atoning  blood.  It  is  the  blood  of  the  sacred  body, 
assumed  by  the  eternal  Logos,  when  he  '  appeared  in 
the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,'  both  as  a  victim  and  a 
priest,  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  his  own  righteous  law 
for  us,  and  to  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  him- 
self/— the  blood  '  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  slain  to  sprin- 
kle many  naUons,' — the  blood  of  that  mysterious  Being, 
who  fills  '  the  bosom  of  the  Father,'  and  the  everlast- 
ing throne,  at  whose  feet  all  the  hearenly  powers '  cast 
their  crowns  /  and  to  whom,  in  the  midst  of  the  accla- 
mations and  adorations  of  '  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels,'  in  the  midet  of  '  sounding  trumpets,  thun- 
derings,  lightnings,  and  voices,  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect  ascribe  salvation  :*  Free,  full,  immmensely 
dear-bought  salvation/  And,  to  say  all  in  one  word, 
it  is  '  the  blood  of  God  made  manifest  in  the  flesh.' 
(Acts  XX.  28 :  1  Tim.  iii.  16.)  For  '  Jehovah  our 
lUghteousness'  is  *  the  seed  of  the  woman  and  the  Son 
of  man  :'  The  Godhead  and  the  manhood  are  wonder- 
fully joined  in  him ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  myste- 
rious union,  he  is  not  only  a  proper  '  Mediator  between 
God  and  man,'  but  the  sole  medium  of  reconciliation 
and  union  between  the  offended  Majesty  of  heaven  and 
the  rebellious  sons  of  Adam.  As  the  brazen  serpent 
lIAed  up  In  the  wilderness,  when  viewed  by  the  wounded 


Israelites,  was  the  oiilj  means  by  which  Ihc  poisaii  of 
llie  fiery  ferpents  roiild  be  exiielltil,  audteallh  reatored 
to  their  torturi'd,  dyiug  bodies  ;  So  Jesus  iifted  np  on 
the  cross,  wheu  belteld  by  the  eye  of  faith,  as  bleeding 
aiiil  dylug  in  our  stead,  is  the  otily  way  by  which  siu, 
(he  sting  of  death,  can  be  estracted  oat  of  our  guilty, 
perishiag  souls  j  the  only  antidote  that  eau  restore  us 
to  saving  health  and  etirnal  life,  (John  iii,  U.)  Apply 
whatever  we  will,  besides  this  sovereign  remedy,  we 
may  poison,  but  can  never  heal,  the  euvenonied  aud 
mortal  vrauiid. 

IJut  remember.  Sinner,  that  feUh  alone  can  make  the 
blessed  application.  Adam  fell  by  rejecting  in  unbe- 
lief (he  word  of  threatening,  and  thoa  canst  never  ri«e, 
bat  by  receiving  iti  faith  '  the  word  of  reeoucUlation.' 
(Gen.  ii.  17  ;  2  Cor.  v.  19.)  Instead  then  of  (.-onfasing 
thy  thoughts,  aud  AcaCtering  Ihy  desii'es  by  the  pursuit 
of  a  variety  of  Dl:ijects,  remember  tli at  'onetliiugis 
needful'  for  tliae, — Christ  and  his  salration  received 
by  futh :  '  Fur,  to  as  many  us  receive  him,  he  gives 
power  to  hcconie  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believeon  his  name.'  Beseech  him,  therefore,  to  mani- 
fest himself  to  thee  by  his  word  and  Spirit.  'He  is 
the  Author  and  nriiaher  of  faith,'  the  '  Giver  of-every 
good  and  perfect  gift;'  ask  of  him  a  heart-felt  conG- 
denee,  that  '  God  so  toved'  thee,  '  as  to  give  his  only- 
begotten  Son,  that  thoa  shouldest  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life;'  a  firm  coufidence,  that  as  llie  first 
Adam  wilfully  rnined  thee,  so  he,  '  the  second  Adaio,' 
freely  'loved  thee,'  and  'gave  himself  for  thee;'  and 
that  thou  'hast  redemption  through  his  bluud,  the  for- 
giveness of  sins,'  not  '  according  to'  tliy  merits,  but 
'  the  riches  of  his  ((race.' 

The  least  degree  of  this  divinely- wrought  cotifidence 
will  begin  to  attract  and  unite  (liysonl  to  him,  who  'is 
our  life'  and  '  peace,'  our  <  strength  and  righteousness.' 
The  everlasting  gospel  wiU  then  be  music  in  thine  earn, 
and  power  in  thy  heart.  Its  cheerful  solemn  soniid 
will  raise  thy  drooping  spirits,  aud  make  thee  fix  the 
of  thy  mind  ou  the   '  sign  of  the  Son  of  man,'   the 
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Uplifted  liaiiair  of  the  CTDM :  Aiirl  0,  irhl'c  llie  telf- 
rIgliUoas  tec  uutbiog  Iberc  bat  tlw  '  deHpiiied,  rejected 
MaD  of  aorTowH,'  nbat  wile  Ihuu  ditcurer?  'Oodio 
Christ,  reconciliug  the  world  unto  himself!' — 'God 
mftDifest  iu  the  SEab  lo  de«troy  the  workaordii:  dovll!' 
Jeborah '  Jeaai,  tbe  Captain  of  oor  lulriidon,  treading 
tbe  irine-prcsB  of  tbe  fiereeueai  of  tbe  irrath  nf  tbe 
Almighty '.  Of  Ibe  people  there  waa  none  with  him, 
therefore  hU  own  arm  brought  salvatlou  UDto  biin.' 

While  tbe  goapel  'trampet  Is  blown  in  Siim,'  and 
the  lelf-hanlenrd,  scofliug  infidel,  hears  it  nith  diidain 
and  ridicule,  what  Joy  will  the  awful  deciarationa  con- 
vtj  b>  (by  penileDl  and  listeiiiay  conl  '.  Witl)  what 
rapturonii  delight  wilt  thou  hang  upon  tbe  llpa  of  the 
mKiKUgcrs  of  jieace,  tbe  aoiis  of  coutolatiDu,who  preack 
free  salvation  by  the  blood  of  Jenus  I  While  he  him- 
•elf,  '  con  firming  the  wordof  hiBsen'anta,'5aya  to  the 
melting  heart,  with  his  ■  alill.  Kmalt,'  and  yet  powerful, 
reuovHting  '  voice  ;' — '  Behold,  I  sit  upon  my  Ihioiie 
making  idl  things  new  :' — '  llie  words  that  1  speak  are 
apirit  and  life  :' — '  1  do  not  condemn  thee,  tby  Bins  are 
forgiven  ;' — '  Be  ibou  clean  :'— '  Thy  faith  hath  saved 
thee  :' — '  Go  in  peace,  and  sin  no  more.'  {Bev.  xxi.  ,^  ; 
Johnvi.  63  i  Lukevii.  48,50;  Malt.  riii.  3;  John 
viii.  11,} 

AndO!  what  will  tby  believing,  enlsrgedliearteipe- 
rience  '  in  that  day  of  God'a  power,'  and  thy  spiritual 
Wrth  I  Christ,  'the  trae  light  of  tbe  world,  the  eternal 
life  of  men,  coming  suddenly  to  his  temple,'  and  filling 
it  with  the  light  of  his  countenance,  snd  the  povrer  of 
his  resurrection  ', — Chriat  *  ehedding  abrond  in  thy" 
ravished  '  soul,  the  love  of  thy  heavenly  Father,'  tby 
bitterest  enemies,  and  all  mankind: — In  a  word,  'the 
HolyGboat  given  nnto  thee  !'— Or,  'Chrisi  dwelling 
In  thy  heart  by  faith '.'  ( Johu  i.  4 ;  I  John  v.  12 ;  Rom, 
^li.  IS;  v.6i  Gal.  i.  16;  Eph. !.  13j  iii.  17.) 

Being  thus  '  made  partaker  of  Clirist,'  and  '  of  the 
Holj  Ghost,"  (Heb.  iii.  14,  and  yi.  4,)  thy  loving 
lieart,  tby  praising  lips,  thy  blameless  life,  willagree  to 
tt»Afy,  thai  '  the  Son  of  man  bath  power  on  earth  to 


fbrgive  siua,'  aiid  that  '  if  any  maa  is  in  Christ,  he 
is  a  new  creature,  old  things  are  paused  away ;  bebold. 
Bit  ihinga  are  become  new.'  (Mutt.  ix.  6;  3  Cor.  t. 
17.) 

Till  thia  ia  thj  happy  experience,  pray,  (aa  the  draw- 
inifs  of  the  Father,  and  coDvlctiaiiB  of  the  Spirit,  nill 
enable  thee,)  earnestly  pray  for  livini;  faith,  for  a 
'  faith'  that  may  be  to  thee  '  the  substance  of  the 
pardon  thou  'liopest  for,'  aud  'the  evidence'  of  the 
great  sacrifiee  thou  'doat  notsee,'  bnt  which  our  divine 
Surety  really  offered  upon  tbe  cross  fur  lAee.  Consider 
bow  ilcplurable  a  thing  it  is,  that  thou  shonldest  be 
prevented  from  claiming,  receiving,  enjoying  the 
delightful  tnowledge  of  thy  interest  in  the  Redeemer's 
death  j  when  hia  pardoning  love,  and  '  the  word  of  bis 
grace,"  offer  it  thee  '  witliout  money  and  without  price,' 
and  absolutely  nothing  bnt  infatuating  unbelief,  or  ept- 
ritual  Kloth,  keeps  thee  from  the  invaluable  bleaalng. 
Be  not  eatisded  idly  to  wait  in  the  divine  ordinancet, 
till  thoD  'seeatthe  kingdom  of  God  come  witli  power;' 
bnt,  aa  the  '  violent'  do,  '  talie  it  by  force' 


^^~  "Till  I  Uijonme,  thjaBlurekHow." 

Be  ottenlii'e  to  the  calls  of  the  Spirit,  and  fallow  llie 
drawings  of  the  Father,  till  they  bring  thee  to  the  Son ; 
and  beep  thine  eye  upon  tiie  dawning  light  of  the 
fctispel,  till  '  the  morning  btar  arise  in  tliy  heart.' 
Venture,  confidently  venture  upon  the  boundless  mere; 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  If  a  spirit  of  infirmity  bows 
ibee  down,  yield  not  to  it;  'seventy  times  aeven  time*,* 
try  to  arise  and  look  up,  calling  alond  for  help  ^jaintt 
it.  Say,  if  possible  '  with  tears,'  as  the  distreiised 
father  In  the  gospel,  '  Lord,  J  believe,'  or,  Liord,  I 
wonld  believe,  'help  thou  uiy  unbelief:'  Or  nith 
tnopled  Job,  ■  Ttaongh  thou  slay  me,  yet  will 


with        I 
trust  .     I 
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lu  this  manner  knock  with  the  earnestnei^s  of  the 
importanate  widow,  till  the  door  of  faith  open,  and 
thoa  begin  to  '  tee  the  salvation  of  God.'  Bat  stop 
not  here  at  the  threshold  of  Christianity.  <  Hare  bold- 
nets  lo  enter  into  the  holiest  by  the  blood  of  Jesos/ 
Go  on  <  from  fiUtb  to  fidth/  till  thy  '  day  of  Pentecost 
it  fUly  come/  till  thon  art  *  endued  with  power  from, 
on  high,  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire,* 
and  <  sealed  with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promise,*  which 
Christ  <  received  of  the  Father,'  and  *  abandanUy  nhed 
on  his  servants  and  handmaidt,'  when  he  was  *  glori- 
fied.' (Compare  Matt  iii.  11 ;  Eph.  i.  13 ;  John  vii.39; 
Acts  i.  5, 8 ;  and  ii.  33,  39,  and  viiL  15,  and  xix.  2 ; 
John  vU.  39 ;  Tit.  Ui.  6.) 

In  the  mean  time,  use  all  the  means  of  grace  with 
an  eye  to  their  end ;  <  stir  vp  the  gift'  of  hope  *  that 
is  in  thee;'  and,  to  raise  thy  drooping  expectation, 
receive  the  enconraging  testimony  of  God's  redeemed, 
praising  people,  whofte  hearts  and  tongues  are  ready  to 
testify  to  thy  ears  what  the  following  lines  declare  to 
thine  eyes. 

V.  *  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard,  declare  we 
nnto  yon,  that  you  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us ; 
and  truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father  and  with 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  For  the  life  was  manifested, 
and  we  have  seen  it,  and  bear  witness,  and  shew  nnto 
you  that  eternal  life  which  was  with  the  Father, 
and  is  manifested  unto  us.'  Yes, '  we  have  found  him, 
of  whom  Moses  and  the  prophets  did  write.'  From 
blessed  experience  we  declare,  that  the  Messiah  is  come, 
and  his  essence  is  Love  incarnate,  his  name  Free  Sal^ 
vation,  and  his  delight  the  eternal  happiness  of  the 
children  of  men.  '  He  is  the  chief  among  ten  thou* 
sand'  prophets,  priests,  kings,  and  saviours ;  '  he 
is  altogether  lovely.'  We  staked  our  souls  upon  his 
eternal  truth,  and  it  was  done  to  us,  both  according  to 
his  word  and  our  faith :  Therefore  with  humble  joy  we 
dedare,  that  he.  answers  the  prayers,  and  delivers  the 
souls  of  perishing  sinnei*s,  as  graciously  as  he  did  In 
the  days  of  his  flesh. 
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Upon  trials,  a  thousand  times  Hncceaxfully  repeated, 
we  proclaim  him  the  help  of  the  hclpleaa,  the  hope  of 
the  hopeless,  the  healdi  of  &e  sick,  the  streugtb  of  the 
weak,  the  riches  of  the  poor,  the  peace  of  thedliqiiieted, 
the  comfbrt  of  tlie  afflicted,  the  light  of  those  that  sit 
ia  darlinees,  the  companion  of  the  desolate,  the  friend 
of  the  friendless,  (he  way  of  the  bewildered,  the  wisdom 
of  iLe  foolEsh,  the  righteoasness  of  the  ungodly,  the 
sanctilication  of  the  nnholj,  the  redemptiOD  of  captivCB, 
the  joy  of  monrnera,  the  glory  of  the  infamous,  and,  in 
a  word,  the  saltation  of  the  lost. 

Thoonh  he  was  the  Creator  of  men  and  angels,  be 
ToachsafiMt  to  be  horn  of  a  womnn,  that  we,  the  wretch- 
ed offapringof  degenerate  Adam,  might  he  horn  again, 
bom  of  God.  Though  he  had  stretched  forth  the  hea- 
vens like  a  cnrtain,  and  bespangled  them  with  stars 
Innnmerahle,  he  wrapped  himself  in  the  scanty,  fading 
garment  of  our  flesh,  and  put  on  the  veil  of  our  mise- 
rable humanity,  that  we  might  be  invested  with  the 
glory  and  coinmooicable  perfections  of  Che  divine  na- 
ture. Though  he  was  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords,  he  did  not  disdain  to  take  upon  him  the  fonaond 
ufQce  of  a  servant,  that  we  might  be  delivered  from  the 
■lavery  of  Satan,  and  that  angels  might  be  sent  forth  to 
ministerfor  us,  who  are  the  heirs  of  salvation,  Thongh 
be  wan  the  '  fulness  of  him  who  fills  ail  in  all,'  he 
worked  that  we  might  not  want;  toiled,  that  we  might 
rest;  and  endured  hunger  and  thirst,  that  we  might 
taste  the  hidden  tnanna,  eal  the  bread  of  lite,  and  drink 
with  him  the  mystic  wine  of  his  Father's  kingdom.  HU 
omnipotent  word  mvers  a  thousand  hills  with  verdure, 
and  clolheu  millions  of  creaures  with  rich  furs,  glitter- 
ing scales,  and  shining  plumage ;  but,  D  infinite  con- 
descension 1,  he  snbmitied  to  be  stripped  of  his  plain 
raiment,  that  our  shame  might  not  appear ;  he  became 
Daked,  lljat  we  might  be  adorned  with  robes  u/rlgbteoas- 
ness,and  ganoenla  of  salvation.  I'hough  hhi  riches  were 
tuimcDse  and  uneearchatde  like  himself,  though  beaven 
was  his  throne,  and  earth  his  footstool,  he  became  poor, 
and  was  destilnte  of  a  place  were  to  lay  hw  WAi 
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that  wc  might  be  rich  Id  foith  here,  and  heirs  of  the 
kiugdoni  hereafter.  Though  he  was,  is  now,  and  ever 
thall  be  the  joy  of  the  heavenly  powers,  aud  the  object 
of  their  deepest  adomtioii ;  he  was  vnlnntarily  despised 
of  meoy  that  we  might  be  hononied  of  God  t  He  was 
acqnaiiited  too  with  grirft,  that  we  might  r^oice  witk 
joy  nnapealcable  and  foil  of  glory.  Though  rapreme 
Lawgiver  and  Jndge  of  all,  matcfaleu  love  made  him 
yield  to  be  jndged,  and  n^jostly  condemned  at  Pilate's 
bar,  tiiat  we  might  be  honourably  acquitted,  and  glori- 
ously rewarded  before  his  awful  tribunal.  Though 
Archangels  laid  thdr  crowns  at  his  feet,  and  Seraphim 
veiled  their  faces  before  hbn ,  unable  to  stand  the  dazzting 
effulgence  of  his  glory ;  he  suffered  himself  to  be  deri* 
ded,  scoffed,  spit  upon,  scourged,  and  crowned  with 
thorns ;  that  we  might  be  adcnowledged,  applauded, 
embraced,  and  presented  with  never-  fiiding  crowns  of 
righteousness  and  ^ory.  *  The  Lord  of  Hosts'  Is  his 
nlme;  he  is  deservedly  called, '  Wonderful,  Counsellor, 
the  everhisting  Father,  the  mighty  God,  the  Prince  of 
Peace ;'  dicmbic  legions  fly  at  his  nod ;  aud  yet,  asto- 
nishing humiliation  !,  'his  shoulders,  on  which  is  laid 
the  government'  of  the  world,  felttlie  infamous  load  of 
a  male&ctor's  cross  ;  and  barbarous  soldiers,  followed 
by  an  enraged  mob,  led  him  as  a  Iamb  to  the  slaughter, 
that  we  might  be  delivered  from  the  heavy  curse  of  the 
law,  and  gently  conveyed  by  the  celestial  powers  into 
Abraham's  bosom.  '  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship 
him,'  is  the  great  decree,  to  which  the  heavenly  hierar- 
chy submits  with  incessant  transports  of  the  most  ardent 
devotion :  And  yet  he  was  crucified  as  an  execrable 
wretch,  guilty  of  treason  and  bla«$phemy,  that  we,  dar- 
ing rebels  and  abominable  sinners,  might  be  '  made 
kings  and  priests  unto  God,'  partaking  of  his  highest 
glory,  as  he  partook  of  our  deepest  shame :  And,  to 
CFOwn.  his  loving-kindness,  he  expired  in  the  midst  of 
tending  rocks,  and  a  supernatural  darkness ;  that  we 
mi^t  feel  hb  tender  mercies,  and  be  indulged  with  the 
|(g|it  of  heaven,  when  we  go  through  the  dreary  valley 
'0f  Ae  studoYf  of  death,  to  reap  the  joys  of  eternal 


YM  tbr  Iho  touliM  of  [he  (oul  Ho  ilia. 

Bat  this  is  not  rII  :  Having  'through  the  grace  of 
God  tasted  death  for  every  man,'  and  peifunied  the 
grave  for  belierera, 

HeroKl  He  TDK!  Hcbrokc  thebonoTdiBthl 
Ladgaspofvanquldi'J death!  &houI,  enrth and  hesv™. 
Took  itidg,  and  moimUd  wllh  nlm  ftum  the  lomb ! 
TilumplkaiLl,  pas&'d  (ha  cryaCa]  gata  of  Iii,-ht-  VOUNGi 

O  the  depth  of  the  mystery  of  faith  !  O  die  breadth, 
the  leogch,  ihe  height  of  the  loi-e  of  Chrigc  •  All  his 
stupcndoua  hamlliatlua  from  hU  Father's  bosom, 
through  the  vii^in'g  womb,  to  the  arcursed  tree ;  all 
his  oatUDishlDg  esaltattoa,  from  the  dust  to  the  grave, 
and  (he  sorrows  of  hell,  to  the  joys  of  heaven,  aiid  the 
highest  throue  of  gloi?  ;  all  this  immense  progress  of 
incaruate  love, — all,  all  is  ours  I  \ih  mysterious  iacar- 
natioQ  re-unites  and  eudears  ua  to  God ;  Hi%  natural 
birlh  procures  our  spiritual  regeneration;  Hisunspotled 
life  restores  us  to  a  blissful  immortality  ;  His  bitter 
a^ny  gives  ux  calm  repose  (  His  bloody  sweat  washes 
away  our  manifold  pollu'Jons  ;  His  deep  wounds  distil 
the  halm  (liat  heabi  our  envenomed  noref ;  His  perfect 
obedience  is  our  first  title  lo  endless  felicity  ;  His  full 
atouemeat  purchases  our  free  jusUficHtinn  ;  His  cruel 
death  is  the  spring  of  iiomorial  life ;  His  grave,  the 
gale  ofheaveo  ;  His  resurrection,  the  pledge  of  gloryj 
His  ascension,  the  triumph  of  our  soids ;  His  sitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  Alnjesty  on  high,  the  ei»:ne»a{ 
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our  future  coronation  and  exalted  felicity ;  and  UU  pre- 
vailing intercession^  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  all  oar 
blessings. 

Come  then,  conadootf  siniier,  come  to  the  feast  of 
pftrdoniog  love ;  taste  with  us,  that  the  Lord  is  gia- 
doos.  Let  not  a  fiUse  hnmility  detain  thee,  under  pre- 
tence, that  '*  thou  art  not  yet  humbled  and  broken 
enough  for  sin."  Alas  !,  who  can  humble  thee,  bat 
Jesus,  that  says,  *  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing?' 
And  how  canst  thou  be  broken,  but  by  fidling  upon  this 
Chief  Corner-stone  ?  If  humiUation  and  contrition  are 
parts  of  the  salvation  which  He  merited  for  thee,  is  it 
not  the  qnintessence  of  self-righteousness  to  attempt  to 
attain  them  without  Him  ?  Away  then,  for  ever  away, 
with  such  a  dangerous  excuse ! 

Nor  let  the  remembrance  of  thy  sins  keep  thee  from 
the  speediest  application  to  Jesus  for  grace  and  pardon. 
What  *  thoagh  thy  crimes  are  of  the  deepest  dye,  and 
most  enormous  magnitude ;  though  they  are  innume* 
rable  as  the  sand  on  the  sea-shore,  and  aggravated  by 
the  most  uncommon  and  horrid  circumstances ;  yet  thou 
needest  not  despair :  He  has '  opened  a  fountain  for  sin' 
of  every  kind,  <  and  uncleanness'  of  every  degree :  '  His 
blood  cleanses  from  aU  sin.' 

He  is  a  Redeemer  most  eminently  fitted,  a  Saviour 
most  completely  qualified,  to  restore  corrupt,  guilty, 
apostate,  undone  mankind ;  the  vilest  of  the  vile,  the 
fbule»t  of  the  foul,  not  excepted.  He  is  Almighty,  and 
therefore  peifectly  able  to  restore  lapsed  powers,  root 
up  inveterate  habits,  and  implant  heavenly  tempers.  He 
is  Love  itself;  compassionate,  merci^l,  pardoning 
Lave,  become  incarnate  for  thee.  And  shall  He,  that 
spared  not  his  own  life,  bu£  delivered  himself  up  for  us 
idl, — shall  he  not  with  his  own  blood  also  freely  give  us 
all  things  ? 

Behold,  O  behold  Him  with  the  eye  of  thy  feith  ! 
Cruelly  torn  with  various  instruments  of  torture.  He 
hangs  aloft  on  the  accursed  tree,  between  two  of  the  most 
ei:ecrable  roalefoctors  ;  and  there,  insulted  more  than 
Aey,  he  bears  our  infamous  load  of  guilt  *  He  knows  no 


sEu,"  and  yet  '  He  \s  made  sin  for  us  ;'  He  '  become* 
B  curse,  to  redeem  as  &ou  the  curse  of  the  Iftw;  His 
own  self  hears  our  siuB  in  His  own  body  on  the  iree ;  He 
U  woDDdEd  for  oar  transgresaloDiv,  and  bruised  for  our 
iniquities ;  the  chastiiiement  of  our  peace  ii'  upon  Hiiu. 
God  hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  and  with 
His  stripes  we  are  healed.' 

See,  P*HDON  FOR  LOST  SrNNEHs  is  written  with 
pointed  steel  ard  streaming  blood  on  his  pierced  hand* 
aud  feet;  the  double  flood  iitsning  from  his  wounded 
aide,  more  than  seals  the  dear-bought  blessing ;  the 
baud- writing  agaiost  na  is  nailed  to  his  cross,  and 
blotted  out  with  His  precious  blood;  His  open  arms 
invite,  draw,  and  welcome  returning  prodigals  ;  and, 
there  encircled,  the  worst  of  sinners  may  find  a  safe 
aad  delightful  retreat,  a  real  and  present  heaven. 

O  sinner,  let  thy  heart  By  thither  on  the  wiofS  of 
eager  eiipectHtioti  and  Impetuous  desire.  By  all  that  is 
uear,  dear,  and  sacred  to  thee, — fly  from  eternal  deatb, 
— fly  for  eternal  life,  llie  laa,  violated  b;  ten  ihonV 
HUid  transgressions,  pnriiaea  thee  with  ten  tbonsand 
curses:  The  aword  of  Dining  yengeance  h^maiowt' 
thy  decoled  head  :  Sin,  the  gting  of  death,  has  been  h 
Otoasand  times  shot  into  thy  wretched  breast;  itsanblle 
■nd  dire  poison  continually  works  in  thy  hardened  or 
diBtre»Bed  heart :  Guilt,  the  sting  of  sin,  the  never- 
dyiog  worm,  perpetually  benumbs  thy  stupid  sonl,  or 
gnaws  thy  restlesa  eonaclenre :  Raging  IvtU,  those 
sparks  of  the  tire  of  hell,  which  nothing  bat  the  blood 
of  the  cross  can  qnench  ;  ot  fierce  passion;  those 
flashes  of  infernal  lightuia;;,  that  portend  ao  impend- 
ing iitorni,  frequently  break  out  in  thy  benighted  sonl ; 
a  heart-felt  pledge  of  tormenting  flames  :  Satan,  whom 
thou  hast  perhaps  invoked  by  horrid  imprecations,  goes 
ahoaC  as  a  roaring  lion,  seeking  to  ensnare  his  careless 
votary  or  devour  his  desperate  worshipper:  Death 
levels  hia  pointed  itpear,  at  thy  thoughtless  or  throbbing 
heart:  tttil  itself  is  moved  fruuj  beneath,  to  meet  thee 

tby  comlni;  and  the  grave  ^pcs  at  thy  feet,  ready 

rtose  her  hideous  nionth  npou  her  accutsei  Tte-j. 
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Fly  then,  miserable  sinner,  if  thy  flesh  is  not  brass, 
and  thon  canst  not  dwell  with  everlasting  burnings, 
fly  for  shelter  to  the  bloody  cross  of  Jesus.  There 
dMm  wilt  meet  *  Him,  who  was,  and  Is,  and  is  to 
come :'  *  Immaavel,  God  wlA  at,'  who  a(ipeared  at 
tiie  800  of  man,  to  *  main  his  tool  an  oflteing  for  sin,' 
for  rAjf  sin ;  and  saved  thy  life  from  destraetioD,  bf 
loaing  his  own  in  pangs,  whidi  made  the  sun  tarn  pak, 
shoolc  the  earth,  and  caused  the  shattered  graves  to  give 
ap  their  dead. 

He  Is  even  now  near  to  thy  heart;  He  standi  at  the 
door,  and  gently  knocks  by  the  wofd  of  his  grace.  If 
thon  hearest  his  voice,  and  open^st  l»y  believing,  he  will 
come  in ;  the  word  of  reconcUbtion  shall  be  power- 
fnlly  ingrafted  in  thy  heart ;  tiioB  shalt  know,  ezperl- 
mentally  know  the  #n«rA,  and  the  tnUh  shall  make  thee 
free.  Assnred  that  He  hath  by  Hlmsdf  patged  thy  sins, 
abolished  death,  and  broni^t  life  and  Immortadlty  to 
light  tiirongh  the  gospel,  thon  shalt  mip  iHih  Him,  and 
He  with  thee ;  thon  shalt  eat  the  bread  of  God,  which 
came  down  from  heaven  to  give  life  to  a  perishing 
world.  Evangelical  truth,  received  by  &iA,  will  heal, 
nourish,  comfort,  and  sanctify  thy  sool. 

But  perhaps  thy  gnilty  heart  receives  no  consolation 
from  these  lines.  Thou  still  considerest  Christ  only  as 
a  severe  Lawgiver,  or  as  an  inflexible  Judge ;  and  not 
as  the  '  propitiation  for  thy  sins,'  and  thy  gradons, 
all-prevailing  Advocate  with  the  Father.  O,  how  dost 
thou  wrong  both  Him  and  thyself,  by  such  false  con- 
ceptions !  And  how  soon  would  thy  gloomy  fears  give 
place  to  triumphant  joy,  if  thy  thoughts  of  Him  corre- 
sponded with  His  gracious  designs  concerning  thee ! 

Wouldest  thou  know  Him  better,  behold  Him  tiirongh 
the  glass  of  His  word,  and  not  through  the  mist  of  thy 
fears  ;  and  thou  wilt  see,  that,  far  from  watching  over 
thee  for  evil,  He  fixes  upon  thee  the  piercing  eye  of  His 
redeeming  love ;  waits  that  he  may  be  gracious  to  thy 
soul,  and  calls,  continually  calls  for  thee.  Oh  !  if  tiiott 
hast  an  ear,  listen,  and  as  thou  listenest,  wonder  at  the 
JkJad,  reriviog  words,  which  proceed  out  of  His  montbi 


VI.*  '  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  tay  peojile,'  Miya  the 
Lord ;  '  apeak  ^e  comfortably  to  JeruBaUm,  and  cry 
Buto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  and  her 
iaiqaity  ia  pardoued  ;  for,  io  me,  she  hath  received  of 
the  IiOrd's  hand  double  for  all  her  sIdb  :  He  Is  well 
gileased  for  my  righteongaeas'  aake  ;  1  Lave  magnified 
the  law,  aud  made  it  honoarable  ;  I  haie  been  lifted 
up,  and  now  I  draw  all  meu  unto  me.  My  delights  are 
with  the  Kouiof  meu,  and  therefore  am  1  exalted,  that 
I  may  have  mercy  npon  them.  Behold  I  come  with  a 
strong  hand,  my  reward  is  with  me,  and  my  work  be- 
fore me.  Erery  valley  shall  be  exalted,  every  monnt^n 
aud  hill  Khali  be  made  law  j  the  crooked  ahall  be  tuadc 
alraiglit,  and  the  rongh  places  plain  ;  my  ?lory  sliall  he 
revealed,  and  all  llesli  ahall  see  it  together. 

*  Hearken  uiilo  me,  ye  atnut-hearted,  that  arc  br 
from  rjghteoutneas  ;  I  bring  near  my  righteousness.  It 
ihall  not  be  far  off,  and  my  aalvatlon  ahall  not  tarry. 
Seek  ye  me  while  1  may  be  found,  call  upon  me  while 
I  am  near!  Return  unto  me,nnd  1  wiil  hare  mercy  upon 
jion;  and  though  ye  have  only  done  evil  befilre  rae 
from  your  yonlh,  1  wiil  abundantly  pardon ;  For  my 
Uionghts  are  not  I'cvengeful  as  your  thoughts,  nor  my 
waya  niilouing  at  your  ways :  In  me  you  f  hall  be  sai*eii 
Kith  an  everlasting  aalvation. 

'  Cotne  therefore  nntu  me,  all  ye  that  travail  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  yon  rest  ^  My  yoke  is 
easy,   my  Inu'dcn  light,  and  my  rest  glorious.     Ho  ! 


even  'gathcilhcfiagmaiLi, 
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nwf  me  ihst  ibirttetb,  coore  ye  to  the  waten,  and  b 
th«t  haifa  Du  munejr ;  come  yc,  buy  and  cm  all  thu  cq 
revive,  itreugtheo,  3tid  dctigbt  your  soult;  yea, 
buy  wlae  apd  milk,  without  money  and  without 
Wherefore  do  ye  ipend  yoor  money  far  tiiat  whicb^ 
not  bread,  Bud  your  labour  for  that  wliicb  eatiiM 
not?  Heurkca  diligently  onto  lue,  cat  iIiBt  wh'ichJ 
good,  and  let ; 
your  ear,  and 
live :  I  will  make  an  evcrlaatiBg  coreuaac  with  jo 
eveu  tbe  Mire  tnerciw  of  David,  aiid  you  jthall  all  ttm 
me,  from  the  least  to  the  grtotett ;  for  I  will  fur^ 
yoar  iniquity,  and  remember  j'uur  »a  no  more. 

'  O,  if  tboa  baeweatthc  gift  of  God,  wi etched  ain 
and  wliu  It  is  that  «allh  niito  thee,  //  ant  *"">  t^ 
kt  him  come  to  ineoni/tfWnil,  thontrouldenthavea 
of  Him,  and  He  would  have  given  ttice  living  wsic 
well,  a  fonntain  of  it  would  have  sprung  np  in 
unto  everlasting  life ;  yea,  out  of  thy  belly,  thy  ini 
soul,  rivers  of  liiiug  water,  the  {greatest  alHUidauc»i 
the  purest  joy,  would  have  flowed  for  ever.    I,  ci 
I,  am  He,  that  blottelh  oat  thy  traofgreHsioiu  for  i 
own   sake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  sins :  I  « 
guide  thee  condnnnliy,  -and  cali^fy  thy  soni  in  drougl 
atld  thou  shalt  be  like  a  watered  garden,  or  likef 
spring;  of  water,  whose  wntcrs  do  not  tall. 

'  O  how  often  would  1  have  gathered  thee, 
past,  ad  a  hen  gathersher  brood  under  her  wings!  Ha 
often  wuuld  I  have  led  thee,  as  an  eagle  fluttereth  od 
lier  young,  npreadelh  abroad  her  winga,  (abeth  tiie 
and  beareih  them  t  hot  thou  wouldest  not.    Neverti 
less,  this  is  still  the  day  of  my  power,  mercy,  and  lot 
1  pardou  those  whom  1  reserve,  and  I  will  yet  be  pa 
tied  lowardB  thee,  for  all  that  ihau  haut  done.    I  Kj 
angry  with  thee,  1>Dt  mine  auger  is  turned  away; 
thoughts  towurds  liiee  arc  thoughts  of  peace,  and  I 
becnme  tliy  ealraiinn.    Come  then,  let  us  now  I'ca 
)getlier,  and  though  thy  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  s! 
be  white  as  snow;  though  ihey  be  red  like  erlmi 
tbey  fhall  he  as  wool.' 


Why  does  not  Uiy  dioopiug  heart,  0 
juy,  or  melt  with  graiitDdE,  at  these  tendtr  iavitatiou? 
of  tby  Savionr  ?  Thiiilieat  then,  Ihey  do  not  bclaiii;  lo 
tbee  ?  Dost  thon  iuppote,  that  Jeaus,  who  is  alt  poi'ily 
and  holiaesfl,  mnsC  Cnrn  away  with  abhorrence  froni 
inch  a  gniity,  poUuled,  and  abominable  creatui'e  as 
thon  art  ?— One  so  void  of  all  good,  so  full  of  all  evil, 
so  completely  lost  and  undone  as  tbou  weBt  tbfUlf? 
Art  IhoD  afraid,  that  thy  relapses  into  bIu  have  heea  to 
fi-eqiieDt,  and  thy  backslidiugs  so  multiplied,  that  hope, 
which  coines  lo  itll,  can  no  more  come  to  thee  P  Or 
does  the  enemy  of  thy  soul  suggest,  thou  art  careless, 
hardened,  and  sunk  in  stnpid  unbelief  f— Does  he  in- 
liuuate,  thuu  hast  so  loiig  iiifled  with  divine  grace,  art 
irone  such  lengths  in  horrid  wickedoean,  or  bast  con ' 
ttacCed  iiacb  Qncoaqtieiable  habits  of  indulging  thy 
carnal  oiictd,  or  following  thy  rain  iiuaginatious,  that 
Irifiuite  Mercy  can  no  longer  pardon  Ihy  [in«,  or  Infiulte 
Power  change  thy  oature  ? — Art  thoa  eveu  tempted  lo 
believe,  thou  hast  coinmicted  the  Bin  ^piinst  (he  Holy 
GhoHt,  and  art  alruait,  if  not  altogether,  given  up  to  a 
reprobate  mind  ?  Uh  !  rheck  those  gloomy,  despairing 
thoughts ;  resist  the  devil,  and  give  place  to  moic  (rue 
and  honourable  setitimeuts  of  Jeans. 

Wherefoi-e  dost  thou  doubt,  O  tbun  of  liltle  fairh  ; 
la  any  Ihiug  too  hard  for  the  Lord  1  Are  not  ell  thing? 
possible  nith  God  >  Cm  ^le  Almighty,  who  became 
incarnate  to  die,  as  ubd,  in  thy  pinre,  want  eilhei'  ab)> 
lity  or  willingness  lo  help  thee,  be  thy  ctse  ever  su 
deplorable  and  desperate'  U  not  darkness  or  light, 
sickness  or  death,  all  one  to  Him,  who  is  '  the  Light 
flfthc  world,  and  the  Prince  of  life;'  and  who,  with  a 
word  or  a  touch,  raised  the  dead,  whether  they  were 
yet  warm  on  abed,  cold  in  acoffi(i,ornli'eady  putrtfied 
in  a  grave  ; 

Confine  not  tlien,  poor  d^ected  sinner,  thy  Saviour'n 
boundless  mercy  within  the  narrow  limits  of  thy  unbe- 
lieving thoughts.  Get  scriptural  views  of  his  pardonl 
ft,  And  true  discoveries  of  his  redeeming  power.   ' 
^  uright  at  the  prodigious  extent  of  h»  wwcjiX* 
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Up  the  dim  eyes  of  thy  struggling  fiiltli,  and  behold  a 
irreat  multitude,  which  no  man  can  uumber,  standing 
before  the  throne  with  their  robtis  washed ,  and  made 
white  iu  the  blood  of  the  L4UDb. 

Among  those  coantletM  monameiits  of  Divine  Mercy, 
tho«e  illnstrioiifl  trophies  of  free  grace,  see  David,  who, 
after  having  been  admitted  to  close  cowmonion  with 
God,  planged  for  ten  months  in  the  horrible  guilt  of 
adaltcry,  treachery,  hypoci^,  and  mnrder : — See  Paul, 
once  so  fierce  an  enemy  to  the  tmth,  so  fiery  a  blasphe- 
mer of  JesQS,  so  raging  a  persecutor  of  tlie  saints,  that 
his  very  breath  was  <  threatenings  and  slaughter  against 
them !' — See  Peter,  who,  after  a  great  profession  of 
faithfulness,  and  upon  an  apparently  slight  temptiitioD, 
denied  three  times  his  Master,  his  Saviour,  and  his 
God,  iu  His  very  presence : — Peter,  guilty  of  lying, 
cursing,  and  perjury ;  immediately  after  he  bad  been 
apprised  of  the  imminent  temptation,  and  armed  agidnst 
it,  both  by  receiving  the  holy  sacrament  at  our  Lord's 
own  hand,  and  being  admitted  to  see  his  wonderful 
agony,  and-  glorious  miracles.  These,  and  thousands 
more,  agree  to  tell  thee,  *  For  this  cause  we  obtained 
mercy,  that  in  us  tirst  Jesus  Christ  might  shew  forth  all 
loug-suffering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  should 
hereafter  believe  on  Him  to  life  everlasting.' 

If  all  these  witnesses  do  not  silence  thy  doubts,  and 
encourage  thy  hopes,  Jesus  Himself,  the  faithful  and 
ti-ue  Witness,  will  yet  plead  the  cause  of  his  dying  love, 
against  thy  unbelieving  fears  :  Thy  gracious  Advocate 
with  .God  will  yet  be  God's  condescending  Advocate 
with  thee.  Oh !  let  thy  clamorous  conscience  keep 
silence  while  He  preaches  to  thee  the  everlasting  gos- 
pel of  His  grace.  And  if  to>day  thou  hearest  His  voice, 
harden  not  thy  heart,  come  out  of  the  cave  of  unbelief, 
wrap  thyself  in  the  mantle  of  Divine  Mercy,  and  wor- 
ship the  pardoning  God,  the  God  of  never-failing  truth 
and  everlasting  love. 

Gracious  Saviour  I  make  Thine  own  wordsspirit  and 

life  to  the  soul  Thou  hast  foimed  by  Thy  breath,  and 

parchased  with  Thy  blood. — Blessed  Comforter  !  while 
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Thy  predoDG  BByings  elrike  the  eyea  uf  this  bopelesB 
Header,  let  ilia  love  which  Thou  eheildest  abroBd, 
soften,  nieil,  aud  rerisn  hii  poor,  oppressed  heart,  and 
let  aalration  come  this  ilay  to  the  house  of  a  sou  or 
rtaughler  of  Alirahsml  A  touch,  a  breath  from  Thee 
will  break  the  bars  of  iron,  burst  the  galen  of  brasa, 
aud  make  the  everlUHtin^  doon  lift  ap  their  bead>,thait 
the  Klu^  of  gtury  may  come  in. 

'  Who  19  tliia  Kitij  of  glory !  Who  ik  thia  that 
Cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Boiroh  ? 
Tbi^  that  \i  gloriouB  in  hU  npparel,  trarelliiig  in  the 
^eatnesa  of  his  alrength  ? 

*  1  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save.  I 
have  trodden  the  wijie-preas  alone  ;  mine  own  arm 
hath  brought  salvation  unto  lae,  salvation  for  the  tost : 
Itis  gone  forth  :  My  righteonsnuss  is  near;  the  itiles 
shall  wait  on  me,  and  on  my  arm  shall  ihey  tmit. 
I'he  Spirit  of  tJje  Lord  God  is  upon  .me  ;  He  haili 
anointed  itie  to  preach  good  tidings  to  tlie  meek  :  He 
hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  pro- 
claim liberty  to  llie  raptives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  them  that  arc  bound,  to  comfort  all  tliat 
mourn,  and,  by  the  blood  of  the  covenuol,  lo  send 
forth  the  prisoneis,  out  of  the  pit  where  there  is  no 

'  Fear  not,  therefore,  thou  woroi  Jacob  ;  I  am  the 
first  and  the  laitt,  He  that  liveth  and  was  dead,  and, 
behold,  I  aiu  alire  for  evermore.  Yea,  I  ever  live  to 
make  intereeasion  fbr  thee ;  and  because  1  live,  thoa 
shaltlive  also.  All  power  it  giveu,  all  judgment  ii 
committed  nnu  me  in  heaven  and  eurlli  :  I  have  the 
keys  of  death  aud  hell:  A  Jouah,  who  cries  to  mc 
outof  tlie  very  hcily  of  bell,  is  not  oat  of  the  reach  of 
■uy  gracious  and  omnipotent  arm. 

'  Who  art  thou  that  haat  feared  eoiitinualiy  every 
day,  because  of  the  fury  of  the  Oiipressor,  as  if  he  were 
i-eady  to  destroy?  1,  even  I,  am  helhaieomfortetlilhec. 
1  briuseUd  tidings  of  great  Joy,  which  shall  he  to  all 
people.  I  have  trinoiphed  over  all  Ibioe  enemies  on 
the  cross.     I  have  led  captivity  captive,  ai\&  i:eci9,'<«& 
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gifts  for  men,  even  the  promise  of  the  Father,  tl 
Lord  God  the  Spirit  may  dwell  in  them.  At  m 
mand  the  great,  the  evangelical  trumpet  i»  blow 
they  that  are  ready  to  perish  in  the  land  of  A 
%ad  the  oatcastt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  do  con 
are  wekxniMs  to  Mount  Sion.  Hasten  with  then 
capcive  eidle,  hasten  to  me  that  thou  mayest  be 
and  that  thoa  shonldest  not  die  in  the  horrible 
tbf  natnral  state. 

'  Thy  helplessness  is  no  hindrance  to  my  ] 
kindness  :  I  brealc  not  the  bmised  reed,  I  qnei 
the  smoldug  flax  :  I  uphold  all  that  fiill,  I  raise 
jthose  that  are  bowed  down  :  I  say  to  the  prit 
Go  forth;  and  to  them  that  are  iq  darlcness, 
yourselves  :  I  strengthen  the  weak  hands  and  c 
the  feeble  knees  :  I  say  to  them  that  are  of  a 
heart.  Be  strong,  fear  not;  behold,  I  will  com* 
vengeance  and  a  recompence ;  I  will  come  an 
yon. 

*  My  tender  mercies  are  over  all  my  works, 
the  poor  and  needy  seek  water,  and  there  is  not 
their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst,  I  the  Lord  wil 
them  ;  I  the  God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake  th< 
will  open  rivers  in  high  places ;  I  will  make  tfa 
deruess  a  pool,  and  the  dry  land  springs  of  watei 

'  It  is  true  thou  hast  sinned  with  a  high  hand 
against  thy  light  and  against  my  love  ;  but  how 
give  thee  up,  Ephraim?    How  shall  I  delivei 
sinner  ?    How  shall  I  make  thee  as  Admah,  a 
thee   as   Zeboim,  those  rebellious  cities  on  w 
poured  my  flaming  vengeance  ?    My  heart  is 
witliin  me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together. 
Xiot  destroy  thee ;  for  I  am  God  and  not  man. 
seen  thy  ways,  and  will  heal  and  lead  thee,  and  i 
comfort  to  thee;  for  I  create  the  fruit  of  th 
Peace  !  peace  to  him  that  is  afiar  off,  and  to.  him 
near ;  I  will  heal  him. 

*  Thou  hast  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  choser 
thou  art  my  servant ;  fear  not,  for  I  am  with  th( 

oof   dismayed,  for  I   am  thy  God.    My  strei 
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safficieat  for  tbee ;  I  will  help  tliee ;  yea,  I  will  uphold 
tfaee  with  the  right  liaiid  o(  my  ritthteonsTieBS.  They 
that  wHT  against  thee  shall  be  as  nothing;  for  I  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  huld  thy  right  hand,  and  make  my 
strength  perfect  in  thy  weakness.  1  will  bring  ttee  by 
a  nay  thou  haat  not  knuwn.  1  will  muke  darkne^i 
light  before  thee,  and  crnoked  paths  straight:  When 
ifaou  passesllhrough  the  waters,  I  wiil  be  with  thee;  and 
when  thou  walkest  through  the  lire,  thou  shalt  not  be 
burned,  neither  p hall  the  iame  kindle  Dponthee;  for  ' 
1  am  the  Lord,  Ihy  Savionr,  and  thy  God.  I  have 
carried  tbee  from  the  womb,  and  even  to  hoary  hairs 
will  I  bear  aud  delirer  thee. 

'  I'herefore,  hear  now  this,  thou  afBictcd  aud  dmnkea,  ' 
but  not  with  wine  ;  1  wiQ  not  coulend  for  ever,  neithrr 
will  I  be  always  wroth  ;  lest  the  spirit  ehonld  tail  be- 
fore me,  and  the  soul  whirh  I  have  made.  I  Inm  the 
water  of  affliction  into  ihewinc  of  conBolation.  Behold, 
I  take  out  of  thy  hand  the  cup  of  lienibling,  eveo  the 
dregs  of  the  cop  of  my  fary;  thon  shalt  no  more  drink 
it  again  ;  1  will  pnt  it  into  the  hand  of  them  that  affiict 
thy  soul :  Aud  in  the  room  of  it,  I  give  thee  the  cup  of 
the  New  Testament  in  my  blood,  rihed  for  the  remiAsion 
of  sins  :  It  is  now  ready,  draw  near,  driok  thon  of  it,  ' 
■ad  laste  that  I  am  gracious. 

'  Come  near,  that  1  may  speak  a  word  in  neasoti  to 
thy  weary  spirit.  Why  standest  llion  atar  off  >  Come 
Dear,  I  lay,  that  my  noul  may  bless  tfacc.  Let  me 
diew  tbee  my  glory,  and  proclaim  my  soul-reviving 
name  -.  The  Lord  !  The  Lord  God ;  mercifnl  aud 
grBtiouSilang-snOering,  and  abtindautin  gooduess  aud 
troth,  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  aod  forgiving  int- 
qatty,  tnuiagression,  and  sin  !  Let  nie  wash  thy  heart 
from  iniquity,  guilty  sinner;  for  unless  I  wash  thee, 
dieiiliast  DO  part  with  me.  Unless  thou  artbom  again 
of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  thou  uaast  not  see  the  king- 
don  of  Ood :  But  this  is  the  covenant  of  promise 
irtiich  1  make  with  thee  :  I  will  spiinkle  clean  water 
thee,  and  thon  shalt  be  clean ;  a  new  heart  will  I 
thee,  snd  anew  spirit,  even  my  o^Nll  S^wAj-wWW 


194  AN   APPEAL.  [concluding 

put  within  thcc,  and  thou  shalt  be  completely  born  of 
God  ;  and  at  that  day  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  thoa  in  nie,  and  I  in  thee. 

*  Who  is  he  that  coDdemneth  ?  It  is  I  who  died 
for  thy  sins,  yea,  rather,  who  row  ag^n  for  thy  justifi- 
cation, who  am  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also 
make  intercession  for  thee.  The  same  compassioi&ate 
love,  that  made  me  weep  over  ungrateful  Jerusalem,  and 
groan  over  dead  Lazarus,  made  me  bleed  and  die  for 
thee.  O  that,  in  this  thy  day,  thou  mayest  know  the 
tilings  that  belong  unto  thy  peace,  and  the  efficacy  of 
that  sacrifice,  by  which  I  have  for  ever  perfected  them 
that  are  sanctified !  O  that  unbelief,  so  injurious  to 
me,  and  so  pernicious  to  thee,  may  no  longer  hide 
my  love  from  thine  eyes  ! 

*  What !  afraid  of  my  purity,  art  thou  ready  to  cry 
out  as  my  apostie.  Depart  from  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am 
a  sinful  man  ?  And  dost  thou  tremble  at  my  words  as 
a  criminal  at  the  sentence  of  his  judge  ?  O  be  of  good 
cheer,  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid.  Am  not  1  thy  light 
and  strength,  thy  shield  and  buckler,  thy  tower  and 
resting-place,  thy  strong-hold  whereunto  thou  mayest 
always  resott,  thy  castle  and  fortress,  the  horn  also  of 
thy  salvation,  and  thy  refuge  ?  As  for  thy  sins,  if  thoa 
desirest  to  part  with  them,  they  will  no  more  hinder  me 
from  visiting  thee,  than  the  sickness  of  a  patient  pre- 
vents a  physician  from  giving  him  his  attendance. 

'  1  know  thou  art  a  sinner — a  great  sinner  :  For  this 
cause  came  I  down  from  heaven  to  Bethlehem,— to 
Gethsemane, — to  Calvary.  I  know  thine  iniquities  are 
more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  thy  head  ;  like  a  sore 
burden,  they  are  too  heavy  for  thee  to  bear :  And 
therefore  have  T  borne  them  for  thee  in  my  own  body 
on  the  tree.  I  oame  not  to  call  the  righteous,  bat 
sinners  to  repentance ;  I  am  the  man  that  receivetb 
sinners,  and  eateth  with  them  :  1  am  the  friend  of 
returning  publicans  and  harlots ;  all  manner  of  sins  and 
\  blasphemies  shall  be  forgiven  them  through  fsuth  in  my 
blood :  God  was  in  me,  reconciling  the  world  unfo  him- 
$elf,  not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them ;  and  now. 


I  beseech  thee,  be  Vina  (for  one)  reconciled  to  God  ; 
for  in  me  God  is  reconcilrd  to  Ihee,  Iby  slu  is  covertd, 
nnd  thine  iuiquity  forgireu. 

'  Great  as  thy  Crimea  arc,  poor  manrtier  in  Zion,  I 
upbraid  Ihee  not  with  them  ;  my  infinitely  meritorious 
sacrifice  bath  Jong  ago  atoned  for  their  heinDasiies%  and 
now  I  caKi  the  mantle  of  my  pardoning  lo>-e  oFer  their 
mnltitude  :  Thou  art  as'haincd  of  Ihem,  and  ehall  I  be 
ashamed  of  thee  ?— Far  be  the  thought  from  thee ; — I 
glory  ill  e:tteiiding;  my  boundless  mercy  to  such  miser-, 
able  objects  as  thou  art.  This  i«  a  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  men  to  be  received,  that  I  came  iuto  the 
world  to  save  ninuers :  And  if,  with  my  servant  Paoi, 
thou  seest  thyself  the  chief  ol  them,  let  me  do  tlie  cliiff 
part  of  the  errand  on  which  I  came;  look  unto  me,^ 
partake  with  him  of  my  richest  salvation, — lose  tliy 
cares  in  t)ie  bo^o'm  of  my  mercy, — and  receii'e  the 
atonement  I  made  for  thee ;  but  receii-e  it  noio ;  Fori 
hare  heard  thee  in  a  time  accepted,  and  in  the  day  of 
Mlratioii  have  I  succoured  thee  :  Behold,  now  is  tlic 
.accepted  time :  Itehold,  noa  ia  the  day  of  salvation, 
the  da;  lu  which  I  bind  up  the  breach  of  my  people, 
and  heal  the  fitroke  of  their  wound. 

'  Wheiu:e  arise,  O  poor  sinner,  thy  backwardnesB  and 
jabffiidags  i  I  have  ransomed  thee  from  the  powe^' 
of  Ae  grave,  and  thun  art  mine  :  I  come  to  heal  thee, 
and  to  reveal  to  thee  the  abnadance  of  peace  and  truth  : 
I  bring  thee  a  cure  for  thy  wounded  consdeucc,  nnd 
Mviug  health  for  thy  sin-dblempered  soul ! 

'  lo  a  little  wrath,  and  for  a  small  moment,  1  hai/' 
hid  my  face  ^m  thee;  but  with  everlasting  kind neFh 
ivill  1  have  mercy  on  thee ;  for  1  ani  the  Lord  thy 
Hedeemer.  liclieve  it,  and  faith  will  worit  by  love, 
and  love  iviU  cast  out  fear:  Thus  shalt  thou  take  hold 
of  my  strength,  that  thoo  ntayest  make  peace  with  me; 
and  thou  sbalt  make  peace  with  me,  for  I  am  strengih 
to  tlie  needy  in  his  distress,  a  hiding-place  from  the 
wind,  a  covert  fi  om  the  tempest,  as  rivers  of  water  in 
^^Jjy  place,  and  aa  the  shadow  of  a  gieal  roeJM^^^ 
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*  Come,  then,  be  not  of  them  that  draw  back  from 
me  to  perdition,  but  of  them  who  believe  to  the  saving 
of  the  soul.  Far  from  casting  away  thy  little  confi- 
dence, which  hath  ^eat  recompence  of  reward,  bold  it 
hat ;  resist  even  unto  blood,  ntnring  ag^nst  the  damn^ 
ing  sin  of  anbelief ;  trust  in  me  for  ever^  for  in  me, 
JeboFab  thy  RigbteonimieM,  is  everlasting  strength ;  and 
let  me  no  longer  complain,  that  thoa  (one  of  my 
oppressed  people  in  spiritual  Egypt)  wilt  have  none  of 
me,  and  wilt  not  eren  come  to  me,  that  thou  migbtest 
hare  life  more  abundantly. 

'  Not  by  works  of  righteoasness  which  thoa  hast 
done,  bnt  according  to  my  mercy  I  saved  thee.  I  am 
the  Lamb  slidn  from  the  fbandation  of  the  world. 
What  my  gracious  pnrpose  planned  before  time,  I  have 
executed  in  time.  My  life  and  death  have  completed 
the  wonderful  bridge,  by  which  thou  canst  go  over  ^he 
great  deep  fixed  between  a  holy  God  and  thy  sinful  soul. 
Concerning  a  main  arch  of  this  mighty  work,  with  one- 
of  my  last  breaths  1  said,  It  is  finished ;  and  I  now 
confirm  the  glad  tidings  with  regard  to  the  whole. 
With  my  right  hand,  and  with  my  holy  arm,  I  have 
gotten  myself  the  victory,  and  parted  for  thee,  not  the 
waves  of  the  Red  Sea,  but  the  dreadfal  billows  of  the 
fiery  gulf.  And  now  I  return  to  see  thee  safe  over. 
Leave  only  the  world  and  sin  behind ;  and,  walking  by 
futh,  follow  me  throngh  the  regeneration  to  a  throne 
of  glory". 

'  Whence  arises,  sinner,  this  backwardness  to  trust 
in  my  promise,  and  venture  after  me  ?  Dost  thou  suspect 
the  sincerity  of  my  tenders  of  grace  }  And  by  thinking, 
that  I  secretly  except  thee  from  my  mercy,  when  I 
offer  it  to  thee  openly,  dost  thou  still  make  me  a  dis- 
sembler, a  liar  }  O  wrong  me  not  so  for;  I  am  the  Truth 
itself ;  I  abhor  dissimulation  in  my  creatures  :  And  T> 
that  say  a  man  should  not  use  deceit,  shall  I  n^e  deceit  ? 
Shall  I  have  concord  witli  Belial  ?  Shall  there  be  an 
agreement  between  the  Faithful  Witness,  and  the  fiither 
of  lies  ?  Shall  1  sentence  him  that  loveth  a  lie,  to  the 
Jake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone,  and  be  guilty 
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of  inakiiig  one  myself  ?     Horrible  K 

Ilie  blasphemoua  tbonght,  siaaer  :  It  wouuda  uic  m  tlii: 

teuderest  pari. 

'  No,  DO,  I  do  not  put  on  a  latuk  of  pretended  low, 
to  hide  a  nincoroas,  nnforgitin?  temper;  the  general 
iDfitatloii  that  rarmerly  patued  my  lips,  is  still  tlie  rery 
iBHgnage  of  my  heart.  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come 
and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freetj ;  ami  the  promise, 
which  I  formerly  made,  in  still  firmer  thau  [he  pillar.^  ' 
<if  heavea,  Him  that  coiueth  uutn  me,  1  will  iii  uu 
wise  cast  out.  Let  these  words,  like  iucorniplihle  seed, 
b^et  thee  again  to  a  lively  hope,  and  help  thee  tu  stir  - 
thyself  up  to  lay  hold  on  me  and  my  great  sulralJoii. 

*  1  grant,  tliat  an  man  cameth  onto  me,  except  llie 
Father  draw  him ;  but  dues  he  not  ray,  1  have  loved 
thee  with  an  everlasting  love,  therefore,  with  loiing- 
kiiidne«s,  with  the  corda  of  a  man,  mtb  the  baud;  of 
love,  have  1  drawn  tliee  ?  Does  lie  not  draw  ihec  eveu 
iiiwv  ?  Who  stirs  thee  ap  to  rfpcnlaucc  ?  Who  raifica 
in  thee  a  desire  of  comioy  nnto  me  by  prayer  ?  Who 
indnlges  thee  at  tituee  with  sweet  hopes  and  alluring 
joyi,  to  encoui'age  thee  to  come  ?  la  it  not  my  Father 
and  thine,  tbon  poor  starving  prodigal?  And  that 
noAing  may  be  wanting  oo  his  part  to  make  thee  come, 
M>  drawing  does  he  not  add  driviug  !  Doea  be  not 
obstruct  all  thy  pro.ipecta  of  creature-happiuess,  and 
hlaat  all  thy  worldly,  yea,  and  all  thy  self-righteouv 
schemes  ?  And  while  he  toachea  thy  heart  mlth  the 
roil  iif  distress,  does  he  not  lay  the  scour^  of  ailllclioii 
on  tliy  back,  and  put  this  gracious  invitation  in  thy 
hsDd!  Away  then  with  ihy  hard  thonghls  of  my 
Father  ;  He  and  I  are  the  Hauje  of  eternal  lore  :  I  and 
ttie  Father  aiv  oue. 

'  Neither  say  thou  in  thy  heait,  This  is  a  day  nf 
iruuble,  rebuke,  and  blasphemy ;  the  children  ai'e  come 
to  the  birth,  aud  ihere  is  uot  sirungtb  to  bring  forth. 
Shall  I  biijii,-  to  the  birth,  atid  not  give  strength  accord- 
iag  lo  the  day  ?  Dost  thou  fear  (hat  my  zeal,  my 
iglh,  aud  the  sounding  of  my  bowels  towards  ilice 
reitrained  ?     Am  not  I  Jesus  stiU!     Is  m^  \iie 
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waxed  raid,  that  it  rsnuot  pit)-?  Is  my  hand 


itMl.t 


In  ] 


cannot  hear  »  Or  have  I  no  power  to  deliver 
at  tn)'  rebuke  I  diy  up  the  sea ;  I  dothe  th 
with  blackoeu ;  and  tf  In  the  gmM$t  aton 
the  nglDg  billow*.  Be  atUl !,  there  i«  a  gr 
Fear  not  then  i  The  leal  of  the  Lord  of  H 
leal,  will  do  tfalt,  and  more,  for  th;  mdI  ; 
do  for  thee  exceeding  abnndaotly  alwre  all 
awMukor  think. 

'  I  aee  what  ptu«e«  la  thjr  heart,  0  Ihon  ii 
■low  or  heart  to  beUere  all  that  I  and  my  pro 
■poken :  I  read  thj'  new  excnies.  Ilioii  sa 
dntt  not  iiupcct  me,  iny  IwthfnlDeM,  and  u 
bnt  thytelf,  thj  belpleMDCM,  and  the  treachi 
own  despentely  wicked  heart. — What,  ihall 
eril  hinder  thee  From  eomlug  (o  me,  who 
remedy  It?  Wilt  (hon  pray  to  be  eicnwd 
lierlns  on  rnch  an  acconnt  m  thlt  ?  O  dro| 
thii  most  abatird  plea ;  and  walk  in  the  st 
faith  of  th;  father  Abraham.  (Rom.  ir.  16.) 
not  Ibe  deadneaa  and  bordneis  of  thy  heart 
retivfaig,  softening  love  of  mine  i  not  thy  waul 
bnt  my  omnipoteace  {  nut  the  au^estian  of 
the  declaratioiia  of  my  gospel.  Wrestle  notoi 
fleali  and  blood,  but  agaiaat  the  powen  of  iiiti 
iiesa,  and  the  spirituid  wickedness  of  an  □ 
thought.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gatt 
Againat  hope  believe  in  hope,  that  I  quicken 
and  call  the  tbiog!  which  are  not  ae  though  ' 
Stagger  no  more  at  my  promises  through  nul 
be  itrong  in  taith,  and  give  glory  tu  Gud,  by  I 
persnaded  that  what  I  promise,  I  am  able  at 

■  In  me  thon  loayest  find  the  riehest  an 
supply  of  all  thy  wants :  I  am  both  theResni 
the  dead,  anci  the  Life  of  the  living  :  He  thai 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  livi 
that  liretli  and  belleveth  In  me  shall  uever  di 
lAeo,  and  thoa  ahall  not  come  into  coiiden 


Beliere,  aad  thna  sTiall  lecdre  poweri  thnu  ali^t  ite 
the  glory  of  God;  Than  ahalt  be  eatabllahed;  }'ea, 
and  sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promiae ; — Believe, 
and  thou  host  everlaetiag  life,  and  ahalt  not  come 
into  condetuuatio): : — Beliere,  and  a  grain  of  Taith  will 
remote  mountaina  of  goilt  and  unbelief ; — Believe  wlih 
ail  thy  heart : — All  tbiuge  are  possible  to  him  that 
beliereth,  aad  he  shall  iiilierit  all  promises ;  for  to  hini 
that  Dveirometh,  (and/ailA  is  the  victory,)  will  I  give  to 
eat  of  liie  hidden  maiiQa,  and  to  sit  nith  ine  on  my 
throae  -,  as  I  aUo  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my 
FathtrOQ  liis  throne  : — Onig  beliene,  then,  andthrongh 
bilh  tlion  nbalt  mbdne  the  kingdom  of  darknesa,  work 
righteousness,  obtain  promisra,  atop  the  mouth  of  the 
roaring  lion,  (|uench  the  violence  of  temptation's  lire, 
escape  the  flamiag  point  of  Satan's  darts,  out  of  weak- 
ness be  made  strong,  was  valiant  in  Sght,  turn  to  flight 
the  armies  of  thy  spiritual  adversaries,  and  reeeive  iliy 
dead  soul  raised  to  life  again. 

'TbonhBst  played  with  the  fiery  serpents  j  ihey-baie 
bttten  thy  heart,  but  I  have  already  sacked  the  worst  of 
Ae  taortal  paisoa.  lathe  perilous  attempt,  my  soul  wa.i 
seised  with  sorrow  even  unto  death ;  and  an  uubeard-of 
agony,  attended  with  a  bloody  sweat,  came  upon  my 
body.  A  rackiug  cross  was  the  bed  I  was  stretched 
upon :  Sharp  Ihania  proved  the  pillow  on  which  I  rested 
my  fainting  head.  The  bitterest  sarcasms  were  my  con- 
solations; vinegar  and  gall  my  cardials;  a  band  of 
bloody  soldiers,  the  cruel  wretchesappoin  ted  to  tear  open 
my  veins;  whips,  nails,  hammers,  and  a  spear,  the 
iuntmrneDtB  allowed  them  to  do  the  dreadfnl  operation. 
For  honra  1  bled  under  their  merciless  hands ;  and  thy 
fearfal  corse,  O  sinuer,  flowed  together  with  my  blood,- 
[q  the  mean  time,  noon-day  light  was  tarned  into  the 
gloom  of  night,  a  dire  emblem  of  the  darkness  ibat 
□veriipread  my  agonizing  soul ;  and  at  last,  while  earth- 
quakes racked  me  into  the  sleep  of  death,  I  gave  up  the 
ghost  with  cries  that  astonished  my  bitterest  enemies, 
jani<  made  them  smite  their  breasts  in  pangs  of  into- 
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Itintary  sympathy.  Thu?,  to  make  thee  partaker  of  my 
>»aviim  health,  I  took  tlic  shameful  aud  painful  conse- 
quences of  thy  mortal  distemper  upon  me.  And  now, 
sinner,  despise  no  more  such  amazing  lore,  requite  it 
with  a  beliering  look.  Consider  my  wonnds,  till  thy 
f  on!(cl<pce  feeLs  their  wonderfnl  effect.  Behold  my 
atoning  hlood,  till  thoa  canst  witness  it  heals  all  thy 
infirmities. 

'  Knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  I  persuade  men. 
Come,  thou  poor  prisoner  of  hope,  turn  by  faith  to  the 
«trong-hoId  of  my  protection. — Up !  for  God  will  destroy 
this  Sodom,  the  wicked  world  where  thou  lingerest. — 
f^p!  for  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  ap- 
proaches.— As  I  live,  there  is  but  one  step  between  thee 
and  death,  and  another  between  death  and  hell. 

'  Let  my  love  even  constrain  thee  to  arise,  and  to  fol- 
low me  ;  that  I  may  receive  thee  unto  myself,  and  com- 
plain no  longer,  that,  with  respeet  to  thee,  I  have 
laboured  in  vain,  and  spent  my  strength  for  nought* 
Surely,  sinner,  I  deserve  thy  grateful  love,  for  I  have 
fought  thy  fiercest  enemies.  Dreadful  was  the  battle ! 
My  fle?h  was  torn,  my  blood  spilt,  my  life  lost  in  the 
obstinate  combat :  But  I  have  slain  the  lion  aud  the 
licar.  1  have  vanquished  Death  and  the  Grave,  and 
rescued  thy  poor,  helpless  soul ;  and  now  let  thy  good 
Shepherd  rejoice  over  his  lost  sheep  ;  let  gratitude  com- 
pel thee  to  come  into  the  fold  of  my  church,  and  join 
the  little  flock  of  my  faithful  followers.  And  if  thou 
canst  not  come,  do  but  look  wishfully  at  me,  and  I  will 
lay  thee  on  my  shoulders  rejoicing,  and  carry  thee  in 
triumph  into  the  richest  pastures  of  my  grace. 

*  Ouce  more  I  turn  suppliant ;  once  more  I  stand  at 
the  door  and  knock — Saul !  Saul  1  it  is  hard  for  thee 
to  kick  as^junst  the  sharp  goads  of  my  love : — Martha  f 
Martha !  one  thing  is  needful,  choose  the  good  part, 
choose  me; — O  Absalom,  my  son  !  my  son!  give  me 
thy  heart ;  I  have  died  for  thee,  do  not  crucify  me 
afresh ;  lay  down  the  spear  of  unbelief,  and  thine  is 
my  grace,  my  glory,  my  kingdom,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 


^ 


<  Be  not  afmiJ  to  surrender ;  rcbelUons  as  ttiou  art, 
I  love  thee  ftill : — Can  a  womm  forget  her  sacking 
child,  that  she  should  not  have  compasaion  on  the  sou 
of  her  womb  ?  Yaa,  she  may  forget,  yet  I  will  not 
Jbrget  thee.  If  thou  wile  not  take  my  word,  bcliere  m; 
uath  :  Becanse  I  can  swear  by  no  greater.  I  swear  by 
myself :  W»  /  live,  I  haee  no  pleasure  m  the  death  of  the 
leicked,  bnt  that  the  wicked  turn  froni  his  way  and  live; 
turn,  then,  turn  nnCo  itie,  for  1  have  redeemed  ttiee  ;  I 
have  east  all  thy  sins  into  the  depth  of  the  sea,  and  will 
■nbduc  ul)  thy  inic^nides. 

'  And  if  thon  canst  not  Ijeliere  my  oath,  credit  these 
scant : — See,  I  have  graren  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my 
hands.  Long,  too  long  have  I  wailed  for  thy  return, 
thou  poor  wandering,  weary  prodigal.  Let  me  see  in 
ihee  t!ie  travail  of  my  soul,  and  be  satisfied.  By  the 
mystery  of  my  holy  incarnation  and  dreadful  tempIatioD, 
by  my  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  by  my  infemous  death 
and  glorious  resmrection,  I  beseech  thee,  come  lo  the 
pardoning  God  by  me.  If  ihoD  hast  nothing  to  pay,  1 
forglvetheeaU  the  debti  Whether  it  he  fifty  or  five 
handred  peace,  or  ten  thousand  talents,  I  frankly  for- 
give thee  nil.  Unly  let  me  heal  thy  back^^li dings,  and 
love  thee  freely ;  let  mylefthandbe  under  thy  head,  and 
let  myrightband  embrace  thee.  See  the  wounds  whieh 
I  have  received  for  thee  in  the  house  of  my  friendH  : 
Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  heboid  my  hands ;  and 
reach  hither  tliy  hand,  and  thrust  it  iuto  my  side,  and 
be  not  faithless,  but  believing.  Cleave  to  me  with  full 
purpose  of  heart,  follow  me  through  the  regeneration, 
and  thoa  shalt  not  Duiy  be  one  of  my  jewels,  but  a 
crown  of  glory,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy 
God  !  Yea,  as  the  bridegroom  rejoicetb  over  the  bride, 
so  will  I  rejoice  over  thee,  and  give  thee  a  name  belter 
than  that  of  son  and  daughter  ; — I,  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel,  will  be  thy  life  and  glory  i — I,  thy  Maker,  will 
be  thy  husband,  and  thy  all.' 

And  are  these,  O  sinner,  the  gracinus  xayings  of  God 
to  thee  ? — The  compassionate  espostalatious  of  God 
become  incarnate  for  thee  ? — Did  God  so  love  Itice.aaVi 
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set  forth  his  oDly-begotteDSon,as  a  propitiatiou  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  thus  to  declare  his  righteousness,  for 
the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past  ?  May  the  Almighty 
now  be  Just,  and  yet  the  Jnstifier  of  him  that  believeth 
in  Jet  OS  ?  Ib  there  no  difference,  no  respect  of  persons 
with  him  ?  And  is  tiie  same  Lord  over  all,  rich  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him  ?  Then  shout,  ye  hearens  * 
triumph,  thou  earth !  and  thou,  happy  sinner,  Icnow 
the  day  of  thy  visitation :  Be  wise,  ponder  these  things, 
and  (hon  slialt  understand  the  loving-lundness  of  the 
Lord. 

Be  no  longer  afraid,  that  it  will  be  presumption  in 
thee  to  believe,  and  that  God  will  be  offended  with  thee, 
if  thou  make  St  so  free  with  Jesus,  as  to  wash  instantly 
in  the  fountain  of  his  atoning  blood.  He  not  only  gives 
thee  LBAVB  to  believe,  but  he  invites  thee  to  '  do  it 
freely.'  Nay,  he  commands  thee  to  believe,  for  *  this 
is  his  COMMANDMENT,  that  we  should  believe  on  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  He  even  enforces  the  pre- 
cept by  a  double  promise,  that  if  thou  believest,  thou 
*  Shalt  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.'  And  that 
nothing  may  be  wanting  to  stir  thee  up  to  this  important 
business,  he  is  gracious  enough  to  threaten  the  neglect 
of  it  with  the  most  dreadful  punishment ;  for  <  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  not  enter  into  his  rest,'  and  '  shall 
be  damned  ;'  and  he  that  to  the  end  remains  '  fearful 
and  unbelieving,  shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  that  bumeth 
with  fire  and  brimstone,  which  is  the  second  death.'— 
How  canst  thou  doubt  then,  whether  thou  art  welcome 
to  receive  '  the  Son  given'  by  believing  on  his  name  ? 

Come  to  him  just  as  thou  art,  and  he  will  make  thee 
what  thou  shouldest  be.  When  he  counsels  thee  to  buy 
of  him  the  gold  of  fiiith,  and  the  garment  of  salvatioi^ 
take  him  at  his  gospel«-word :  Come,  without  regarding 
thy  stuffy  the  poorer  thou  art  the  better:  The  oil  of 
his  grace  flows  most  abundantly  into  empty  vessels : 
His  charity  is  most  glorified  in  the  relief  of  the  most 
miserable  objects:  His  royal  bounty  scorns  the  vile 
compensation  of  thy  wretched  merits :  He  sells  like  a 
tiag^  Uke  the  King  of  kings,  without  money  and  without . 


ce.  '  Ask  and  have,'  and  '  lake  freely,'  are  the 
ouraging  mottoes  wrioeu  upon  ull  the  nusearchable 
asures  of  bis  gract. 

ie  of  good  comfort,  then !  Arise,  he  calleih  thee  - 
etch  out  thy  irithered  hand,  and  he  will  restore  it: 
ea  thy  mouth  wide,  and  he  will  fill  it :  BriDg  an 
pCy  i'e9sel,a  poor  hungry  heart,  and  he  will  give  into 
bosom  good  measure,  pressed  down,  shaken  toge- 

\nd  now,  what  meanest  tfaou,  sleeper  >  Why  tarrieit 
lu  ?  Arise,  and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calliug  on  ttle 
ne  of  the  Lord.    Lose  not  time  in  conferring  rith 

h  aud  blood ;  much  leas  in  pirleying  with  Satan,  or 
suiting  thy  unbelieving  heart:  Here  delays  lead  to 
a  :  'Vhe  Philistines  are  apnn  thee,  iantautly  shake 
setf.  If  tbou  art  uoC  altogether  blinded  by  the  god 
this  world,  aud  led  captive  by  him  at  hU  will,  thii 
ment,  in  the  powerful  name  of  Jksvij,  bunt  the 
ids  of  Bpiritoal  akith  :— ^Breali,  llkeadeiiperaie  aonl, 

of  the  prison  of  unbelief ; — Escape  for  thy  life : — 
)k  not  behiud  ihee :— Slay  not  in  all  the  pl^n.— This 
:  thingdaj  leaving  the  things  that  are  behind,Sodaiu 
1  her  ways,  prens  forward  toward  Zoar,  and  escape 
he  mount  of  God,  lest  thou  be  consumed.  By  the 
V  and  living  way  consecrated  for  us,  in  full  assui'unce 
faith,  fly  to  (he  Father  of  mercies,  pass  through  the 
wd  of  Laodicean  professors,  press  through  the  upen- 
!  door  of  hope,  take  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  viu- 

ipith  hailing,  yel  wrestling  Jacob,  say  to  the  Friend 
■iDliers,  '  1  will  not  let  thee  go,  unless  llina  bleas 
L'  Uhe  makes  an  if  he  woald  go  far(li«r ;  with  the 
LnoiU'iifuldiKdplei,  *  conatraln  him  to  stay  ;'  or  ra- 
ff with  the  distressed  woman  of  Canaan,  follow  'him 
bhenoeverhegoeth;' take  nodenial:— Through  the 
I,  ttiu  la  to  say,  hia  Qesh,  torn  from  the  crown  of  hJa 
tit  la  the  tole  uf  his  feel;  through  this  mysterious 
^(leDtCrtim  the  (op  to  the  bnttuni,  rush  into  thi^ 
Od-beiprinkled  saDctuary  ;  embrace  <he  horns  of  the 
den  attar  -,  lay  all  thy  guilt  on  the  bead  of  iVie  i>\xi- 
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atonini^  victim ;  read  thy  name  ou  the  breast  of  thy  mer- 
ciful High  Priest;  claim  the  i^at'ety,  demand  the  bless- 
101^,  receive  the  cousolationa,  bestowed  on  all  that  flee 
to  )iim  for  refuge ;  and  begin  a  new,  delightful  life, 
under  the  healing  and  peaceful  shadow  of  his  wings. 

But  perhaps  thou  art  now  devoid  of  active  power,  and 
broken  in    spirit    llie   hurry  of  thy  self-righteous 
nature  subsides.    Wounded  and  half  dead,  thou  liest 
in  the  way  of  misery,  waiting  for  the  passing  by  of  thy 
heavenly  Deliverer.    Thou  hadst  set  thy  heart  upon 
being  blessed  in  one  particular  maiicer,  and  God  in  his 
wisdom  thinks  it  best  to  bless  thee  in  another.    Thou 
wouldest scale  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  storm  heaven; 
but  he  chooses  it  should  come  down  into  thy  soul  as  a 
fruitful  shower  descends  into  a  fleece  of  wool.  Be  still, 
then,  and  know  that  he  is  God.    Let  him  break  thy 
self-  will,  which  hides  itself  under  godly  appearances ; 
and  let  him  practically  teach  thee,  that  salvation  is  not 
of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  bat  of 
God  who  sheweth  mercy.  / 

Meekly  dive  into  the  amazing  depth  of  these  words, 
*  In  quietness  and  rest  shall  be  your  strength.  Stand 
still,  and  see  the  salvation  of  God.'  The  fire,  the  earth- 
quake, and  the  rending  of  (he  rockR,  are  over  ;  silence 
takes  place,  the  still  small  voice  will  soon  follow.  Thou 
art  for  a  time  taken  from  the  foaming  billows  of  self- 
agitation,  and  led  by  the  still  waters  :  A  calm  succeeds 
the  impetuous  storm,  and  a  passive  watting  thy  restless, 
fruitless  endeavours.  Thou  art  in  the  ca.se  of  one  fallen 
into  the  .sea,  who,  having^struggled  long  and  hard  to 
escape  drowning,  is  obliged  to  yield  at  last.  Yield  then, 
weary  sinner,  yield  to  thy  happy  fate.  Fully  surrender 
to  the  God  of  thy  life.  Entirely  abandon  thyself  to 
Jesus.  Freely  trust  him  with  thy  present  and  eternal 
salvation.  Whether  thou  swim  or  sink,  let  thyself  go 
into  Uie  Ocean  of  mercy.  Catch  at  no  btoken  reed  by  the 
way,  but  calmly  venture  into  the  unfathomable  depths 
of  redeeming  love.  Lose  thus  thy  life,  and  thou  shalt 
find  it.  The  power  of  God  will  soon  be  *  made  perfect 
in  thy  weakness,*  a^d  when  thy  strength  is  renewed, 
'arnestly  wrestle  again .    Thus  g,o  "On >  a\\^\\i^\aV^  %ttiV' 


4DDI)BS9.J  AN   APPEAL.  90S 

ingand  wailing,  accnrding  to  the  leadioE*  of  the  Hoiy 
Spirit,  fill,  having  passed  through  all  the  inferior  dis- 
pensations of  divine  grace,  thou  enter  by  faith  into  the 
rest  that  remains  for  the  people  of  God,  and  take  pos- 
seifsion  of  that  kingdom  of  God,  which  consisla  in 
righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

VII.  In  that  kingdom,  happy  helierer,  the  times  rf 
refreshing  fnlly  come  from  tiie  presence  of  fte  I-ord  ; 
merry  and  love  emhrace  thee  on  every  side ;  and  thy 
sprinkled  conacienee  enjoys  the  peace  of  a  sin-pardoning 
God  1 — TTien  smiling  Jnstice,  more  than  satisfied  by 
the  meritorioas  death  of  Christ,  sheathes  her  flaming 
iword,  anddeciares,  'Thercianow  no  eoddeinuation  to 
iheni  that  are  iu  Christ  Jesus  ;  They  are  j'nslified  from 
all  things,  and  freely  forgiven  all  trespasses." — And  now 
thou  ait  more  than  conqtieror  through  Him  tliat  loved 
thee.  Standing  hy  humble  faith  in  His  omuipotenee, 
thon  canst  do  all  things,  through  his  grace  streiigthen-  , 
ing  thee.  Sin  has  no  domioioD  over  thee :  The  cniel 
and  blood  y'tyrant,  that  reigned  unto  death ,  is  dethroned  ; 
tud  grace,  rich  grace,  aweetlyreigns  Ihrongh  righteons- 
DHH  nnto  eternal  life.  Trinnrphing  in  Christ  over  thy 
fiercest  enemies,  and  patting  thy  victorious  foot  npon 
the  neck  of  the  lailt  thou  cha]Ienge<it  his  ntmoat  rage, 
and  !ihaiit«it,  ■  O  death,  where  is  thy  ?ling  ?  O  grave, 
where  is  thj  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  - 
D»  the  riclory,  through  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ  !* 

Now  thou  seest  and  feelest,  that  God  is  lovb.  Thon 
dtrellest  in  Him,  and  He  in  thee.  Lose,  the  falflUJng 
of  the  law,  diffusing  itself  through  all  thy  heart,  infla- 
eucea  thy  looks,  words  and  actions,  and  makes  thee 
spring  after  Jesus  into  tlie  chariot  of  cheerful  obedience: 
Thy  heart  is  as  his  heart;  and  while  active  grace dmwa 
thy  willing  soul  along.  Rod's  free  Spirit  ponra  the  oil  of 
gladness  upon  the  fervid  wheels  of  thy  alTections:  Sap- 
ported  and  animated  hy  Ihy  Lord's  presence,  thon 
swiftly  nsveal,  thon  delightfnjly  fliest  in  all  the  ways 
Of  duty  J    mountains   of  difficulties   sink  into   plains 

tore  thee ;  wisdom's  roughest  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 

iRieiRj  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 
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Now  thou  rejoice«t  to  be  thought  worthy  to  suflfer 
8haiue  for  Christ's  name,  and  countest  it  all  joy  when 
thoa  tallest  into  divers  trials.  With  Him  the  cro«5 
Joies  its  dreadfol  aspeet,  and  enonDOOs  weight :  When 
thoa  findest  it  in  the  bigh^way  of  holinesii,  instead  of 
coDsnltiDg  with  flesh  and  blood,  how  thoa  shalt  go 
aside  to  aroid  it,  thoa  immediately  takest  it  op,  and  it 
proves  a  comfortiiig  ritaff,  a  nev^-failing  prop. 

Christ  cmcified  works  this  miracle  of  grace;  for  Him 
thoa  receivest  with  every  cross ;  and  the  moment  thoa 
dost  so  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  God,  even  thy  own 
God,  gives  thee  His  choicest  blessing ;  He  crowns  thee 
with  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies ;  and  with  the 
Inexpressible  complacence  of  a  Father  who  receives  a 
lost  son,  with  the  triumphant  joy  of  a  Saviour  who 
embraces  a  raised  Lazarus,  He  says  to  the  myriads  that 
sarroand  His  throne,  "One  more  sinner  repenteth 
anto  life  !  Hallelujah !  He  hath  escaped  the  avenger 
of  blood ; — he  hath  passed  the  gate  of  the  city  of  refuge  ! 
Hallelujah !  Shout,  ye  sous  of  the  morning !  My 
angels,  strike  your  golden  harps  !  Dance  every  heart 
for  joy,  through  the  realms  of  heaven  !  Let  bursts  of 
triumphant  mirth,  let  peals  of  ravishing  praiise,  roll 
along  the  transporting  news. — Let  all  your  exulting 
breasts  reverberate,  let  all  your  harmonious  tongues 
echo  back  our  glorious  joy  !  For  this  my  son  was  dead, 
and  is  alive  again !  This  your  brother  wad  lost,  and  is 
found !" 

And,  irradiating  thy  soul  with  the  light  of  his  recon- 
ciled countenance,  he  says  to  thecy  from  a  throne  blazing 
with-grace  and  glory:  ** Penitent  believer,  receive  the 
adoption  of  a  son.  Because  thou  receivest  my  Son,  uiy 
only-begotten  Son,  into  thy  heart,  I  admit  thee  into  the 
family  of  the  first-born  :  Be  thou  blameless  and  harm- 
less, a  Sou  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  juidst  of  a 
crooked  and  perverse  generation,  among  whom  I  allow 
thee  to  shine  as  a  burning  light  in  a  benighted  world. 
Sou,  all  that  I  have  is  thine  ;  be  ever  with  me,  and 
thou  shalt  inherit  all  things.  Yes,  whether  Paul,  or 
ApoUos,  or  Cephas  ;  whether  my  first  apostles^  or  my 


rhoIcE  ministers  ;  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 
(hiDgs  present,  or  things  to  come ;  all  U  thiue,  fur  (boa 
arc  Cbriat's,  and  Christ  is  mine.  As  thou  hasl  received 
Him,  BO  abide  and  walk  in  Him,  worth)' of  nie,  nnto 
all  pleasing;  liciug  fruilfnl  in  every  good  work,  and 
incieasiiig  In  Hia  knowledge,  tUl  thy  faith  is  ttiroecl  to 
sight,  and  I  am  all  in  all." 

Start  not,  believing  reader,  at  thene  sayings,  as  if 
thej  were  too  gloriooa  to  he  credited.  'ITity  are  the 
tmc  N)ying9  of  God.  I'he  Lord  Himself  spoke  them 
for  thy  comfort  They  are  the  preciona  pearls,  which 
I  promised  thee  out  of  the  nnsearchable  treatares  of 
Christ :  If  swine  trample  them  under  their  feet,  wear 
thoa  them  on  thy  brea.st.  Instead  of  being  olfended  at 
their  tranacendent  excellence,  magnify  the  God  of  all 
conBoIaUOD,  who,  having  '  delivered  up  His  own  Son 
for  OB  all,  with  Hitn  alao  freely  gii'ea  us  all  things:" 
Consequently,  the  richest  minea  of  gospel-grace.  And, 
giving  vent  to  the  just  transports  of  thy  grateful  heart, 
cry  oat  with  the  beloved  disciple,  '  Behold  what  man- 
ner of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  ns,  that  Ke 
should  be  called  the  sous  of  God  ! — Uuto  Him  who' 
thus  'loved  u!,  and  washed  na  from  our  sins  iu  His 
owa  blood,  and  hath  made  as  kings  and  priests  to  God 
and  Hia  Father!  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever.' — Amen. 
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The  myaiery  of  our  Ralralion  is  thus  opened  by  St 
Vnl :  '  By  frant  are  ye  saved,  tbrongh  faith  which 
vorktth  hy  love.'  This  aponlolli:  declaration  mbdivide* 
itself  tulo  thelVill owing  propositions,  which,  on  acconni 
of  their  cleameu  and  importance,  mi)',  with  propricitr, 
be  catted  OosraL  Axioms.— (1.)  'Ye  are  saved  b; 
grace.' — (2 ) '  Ve  are  sared  through  a  felth  which  workt 
by  lore.' — 'Ilieee  propositions,  like  two  adamantine 
pillars,  BDpport  the  whole  doctrine  of  Clirift,  concerning 
faith  ftnd  Korkt;  fruceand  rewarSablenett  \  or  mtrcf 
on  God'a  part,  aai>  etiedienet  on  our  own; — A  doctrlnfl 
wliich,  thaui;h  clear  bb  tlie  day,  has  nevertheless  been 
HO  obscured  by  endless  controrereiea,  that  thoueands 
of  Protestants  and  Papists  know   it  in  its  purity  DO 

According  to  the  first  of  these  axioms,  all  that  go 
to  heaven  give  Divine  Grace  tlie  glory  of  their  salva- 
Uonjbecaose  they  are  all  saved  by  mere  lavour,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  And  accord- 
ing to  the  SECOND  axiom,  all  that  go  to  hell  arc 
obliged  to  clear  Divine  Jiuliee,  because  theyare  con- 
demned merely  for  their  avoidable  unbelief,  and  obr 
stinate  diisobedieiicc.  Upon  Ihi»  evaogelical  plan,  the 
righleoas  are  gracioialff  rewarded,  and  tlie  nnrigliteoiis 
Jiully  pnnished ;  the  doctrine  of  God's  mercy,  in  giv- 
Sagsrace  tor  Christ's  sake,  and  of  jam'a /aiUtfUntit 


iu  Q^iag  It  by  Christ's  help,  sweetlj  coincide  ;  and  from 
tbelr  blesaed  udIod  spriu^ta  the  just  proportion  of  every 
part  of  the  goapel. 

These  axioms  are  8o  atronjjly  m^DCuned,  aod  no 
frequently  alluded  to,  hy  the  sacred  writers,  that  who- 
ever rejects  either  the  oue  or  the  other  might  reject 
one  half  of  the  Bible.  Attentively  consider  them  asun- 
der, and  your  unprejudiced  reason  will  perceive  their 
equUy.  InipartiiUly  compare  them  together,  and  instead 
of  finding  them  imcompadble,  (as  some  preposbesued 
persons  iwiuld  jjeranade  us  they  are,)  you  will  aee, 
that  they  Hartnoniat  in  ao  eiiqnisile  a  manner,  an  to 
answer  the  moat  psoillenl  enda  iu  the  world. 

To  ^ve  you  an  idea  of  their  working  in  the  breait 
of  be!ie«erB,  permit  toe  to  cnmpare  them  to  those  two 
opposite,  and  yet  coDsentaueous,  motiuns  of  the  heart, 
which  Anatnmista  call  liiaalote  and  ayslole.  The  one 
forcibly  dilates,  the  other  powerfully  conlrarts,  that 
nohle  part  of  the  human  body;  and  bolh  togettier,  by 
means  seeuiingly  eontrary,  canae  the  clrcnlation  of  the 
blood,  and  diffuse  vital  powera  Uirongh  all  the  ani- 
mal frame.  Juat  so,  passive  /aith,  and  active  lave. 
The  oue  pcrpetaally  receive)  fevoars  from  God,  the 
other  perpetually  ieitaiti  them  u|iou  man  ;  and  thus, 
by  cotitiuaally  performing  their  contrary  (not  contra- 
dictory) offices,  they  mal(e  splrllnal  life  circnlaie 
tbrougbont  the  bt-liever'a  miqI,  and  enable  bim  lo 
diifose  kindness  and  good  workn  throughout  the  social 
body  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

From  the  animal  we  pass  lo  the  planetary  world ;  and 
we  shall  see  another  striking  emblem  of  the  harmo- 
nious opposition  which  snbsiaia  iietwecn  the  two 
gotpet-axiumn.  1'liere  we  emineutly  discover  the  c*o- 
tripttal  and  the  centrifagal  force.  Though  opposed  to 
each  other,  they  are  nevertlieless  ao  admirably  joined 
together,  thiit  from  (heir  exqui^iite  rombioation  reaolti 
the  harmonious  dance  of  the  spheres  ;  I  mean,  the 
drcniar  motion  of  the  plaocle  around  the  sun,  and 
aroond  each  other, — Sutli  is  tbe  wonderful  effect  of 
tmffgtlieal  promises  and /c?if  jirr^tepdiWhtiithe-j  mee^ 
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ill  a  <lue  j»r{»i»f)rtion,  in  au  upright  heart.  The promheg, 
wiiich  are  all  wra])pcd  up  iu  tbejirst  gospel-axiom, 
powerfully  ffntw  believers  to  Christ,  who  is  the  Sun  of 
Righteou^<ne*^,  and  the  centre  of  the  Chrititian  system ; 
the  precepttf  which  the  tecond  aidom  necessarily  sup- 
poses, drire  them  forward  in  the  straight  line  of  doty. 
Being  thus  delightfully  attracted,  and  powerfully  im- 
pelled, like  planets  of  a  difltprent  magnitude,  in  the 
firmament  of  the  church,  believers  rapidly  move  in  the 
orb  of  evangelical  obedience,  where  the  onf^^iMi/ light  of 
Christ  warmly  (>hines  into  their  own  souls,  and  their 
borrowed  light  mildly  gleams  upon  their  fellow- mortals. 

If  ever  yon  saw  a  person,  thus  swiftly  and  evenly 
moving  in  the  immense  circle  of  religious  and  social 
duty ;  freely  receiving  all  from  his  God,  and  freely 
imparting  all  to  his  neighbour ;  yo»  have  seen  one  of 
the  *  stars  in  the  Lord's  right  hand  ;' — ^you  have  seen 
oue,who  practically  holds  the  two  gospel-axioms :— one, 
who  believes  as  a  sinner,  and  works  as  a  believer ; — one, 
in  whose  heart,  the  doctrines  of  faith  and  works^  free 
grace  9Xi^  free  obedience y  ditfine  faithfulness  and  human 
fidelity y  are  justly  balanced ; — one  who  l^eeps  at  an 
equal  distance  from  the  dreadful  rocks  upon  which 
Antinomian  believers,  and  Antichristian  workers,  are 
daily  cast  away.  In  a  word,  you  have  seen  an  adult 
Christian,  a  man  who  '  adorns  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
our  Saviour  in  all  things.' 

If  the  two  gospel-axioms  are  of  such  importance, 
that  the  health  and  vigour  of  every  Christian  flow  from 
the  proper  union  of  their  power  In  his  heart,  is  it  not 
deplorable  to  see  so  miiny  people  every  where  rising 
against  them  ?  Self-conceited  moralists  violently  attack 
atte  first  axiom  ;  and  self-humbled  soHfidians  will  give 
the  second  no  quarter.  Those  opposed  assailants  have 
all,  I  grant,  a  zeal  for  God,  but  not  according  to  know- 
ledge ;  for  the /ormer  know  not,  that  they  rob  God  of 
his  glory ;  and  the  latter  dio  not  consider,  that  they  pour 
upon  him  our  shame.  The  one  refuse  to  acknowledge 
him  iht  grand  author  of  our  bliss ;  the  other,  to  mend 
the  matter,  represent  him  as  the  grand  contriver  of  our 


Mifl.  liolh,ijerertheless,  hare  IruthuD  their  side;  bat 
lias  '.  it  is  only  a  part  tSt  tlie  irnth  H9  it  is  iu  Jeans ; 
md  truth  divided,  like  au  iitilmal  cat  IhronKh  the  middle. 
is  dreadfully  taaiiglKd,  if  not  entirely  destroyed. 

You  are  alio  desired  u>  obeerre,  judicious  Header, 
ibat  as  a  juSt  propoition  of  sail  and  balliu^t,  nexl  to  a 
'aronrablc  wind,  mates  a  ship  sail  with  speed  and 
lafoty;  ao  Ihejust  baliincc  of  the  two  gospel-aiioms, 
lesl  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  makes  a  believer  run  swiftly 
md  safely  the  race  that  ia  set  before  him.  He  does  not 
iroperly  rvn,  he  merely  hopt  in  the  way  of  truth,  who, 
jlsrardiug  one  of  the  i^ospel-^idoms,  mnies  oolyupon 
;he  other.  j*flHnoniiuniBorfi«BKi,  therefore,  audyfnff- 
■:hriitian  Phariieet,  ate  equally  blameable.  For  die 
jjietjr  of  ibe  former  stands  only  upon  the  fint  axiotn  ; 
}tid  the  devotion,  of  the  latter  has  iio  other  basis  than 
Ihe  iteond.  'ITie  one  will  hear  of  nothing  but  faith ; 
the  ofAm' will  be  told  of  nothing  but  teorkt.  Bat  the 
mund  believer  in  for  afailh  that  works  rlghleonsuesi. 

"  Faith  unfeigned"  aud"o1redieutlove,"are  of  equal 
importance  to  tlie  true  Christian,  'fliose  precious 
(races,  whirh  answer  lo  ihe  gospeUasioms,  like  a  well- 
proportioned  pair  of  hearenly  steeds,  mutually  draw  the 
steady  rhartotof  his  profession  across  the  ralleys  of  dU- 
eouragemeiit,  and  over  the  bills  of  didicnltTi  which  he 
meets  with  in  his  way  to  heaven.  If  1  luight  carry  nn 
the  allegory,  I  would  observe,  that  all  tbe  advantage 
which  the  righi-hand  steed  hat  over  tbe  other,  ia,  that  it 
is  firal  put  in  the  traces  ;  but  thla  is  nn  proof  of  his- 
iiujieriority,  for  he  will  be  taken  off  at  the  gate  of  heaven ; 
and  "obedient  love"  alone  shall  have  ibc  honour  of 
drawing  ihe  Chnaiiau's  triumphal  car  through  the 
realms  of  glory. 

Reader,  if  in  Ihe  theory  and  practice  you  maintain 
both  gospel-axioms  ;  if,  iustead  of  netting  np  the  one 
in  opposition  to  the  other,  you  stand  npou  the  scrip- 
tural line  in  which  they  harmoniiei  yon  have  sur- 
moanled  the  greatest  difficulty  there  Is  in  tbe  dn-Istian 

tn  -.  You  '  hold  the  faith  oure  delivered  unto  the 
■   And  now,  prcjmre  lo  conlmd  far  il :  aim  ^tflw- 


tl8  itrrcMDtx.  I 

*df  for  tb«  fight ;  for  ^n/lnomian  Mievtri  will  ■ttlK 
yaa  on  the  ttfl  hatid,  uiul  Fharitaie  tnbeiieveri  on  vM 
HfAf.  But  be  not  afr&id  of  tbtir  Dumber  ;  patiedfl 
receive  iheir  doobte  fire,  llicy  way  gall  one  anaffad 
but  Ihcy  cannot  hurt  jum.  ^ 

7>uM  it  great,  and  love  powerful :  If  you  figbt  nndatj 
their  gliirious  bauueni,  though  the  arrows  of  coii(eo){j|^ 
aiid  the  brands  of  cnlumuy,  will  tly  thick  arouud  ji^ 
jrou  elmli  nut  be  ilaugeruatly  wounded.  Ooly  't^\ 
tlicthieldof  loilh,'  with  this  moiiu,  'Uy  grace  I  ^j 
saTcd  through  faith  j'  and  quench  with  it  the  4  "" 
darts  of  Klf-cnuceited  legaliatH.  'Put  on  the 
plate  of  Kghteoosaeas,'  with  tbii  inscription, 
worliD  by  righteous  love,  the  mother  of  good  w 
This  piece  of  cclenittl  armour,  will  keep  off  the  bl 
vlest  itroke  of  lelf-hvtabled  gojpelteri.  And  an" 
by  the  Captain  of  your  salvation,  ihiough  Lfaa  o[_ 
forces  of  Ihuse  adveniarieN,  urge  your  evaugellca  ^ 
legal  way,  till  yuu  eicltange  '  Ihc  sword  of  the  S|d#' 
for  a  'golden  harji,'  and  your  daily  cross  Ibr  B-llOT, 

Such  is  the  happy  tuedium,  that  the  author  of  tU 
book  desires  to  recomnieod.  Some  line  ago,  he  thoud 
himself  obliged  to  oppoEC  good  mistaken  men,  whOjlJ 
their  zeal  for  the/r>JgoBpel-aEiaiu,  wanted  to  repR| 
sent  the  ucond  as  a  "  dreadful  heresy."  And  now  Jj 
let*  these  papers  see  the  light,  noG  uuly  lo  j 
free-tli inkers  of  his  parish,fliatlhcjtrjf  axil 
catiuuil,  but  to  convince  the  enemies  of 
axiom,  UiaC,  though  he  has  exposed  their  mistakes  in 
■Fgurd  to  iBorlii,  he  receives  the  genuine  doctriuea^ 
grace  as  cordially  as  they  ;  and  is  ready  s 
and  ralioually  lo  defend  salvation  by/aJM,  against  A 
most  plausible  objections  of  self-righleoua  moralislB. 

He  just  begs  leave  to  observe,  that  the  preceding^ 
pages  guard  the  _firit  gospel-axloia  ;   thai  the  F^i 
Cheeln  lo  jintinonuenUm  guard  chieSy  the  leciaiA 
That  llie  Equai  Check  lo  P/iarisaism  awl  Antinomiar 
itm  guards  holli  at  once;  nnil  tjiat  those  tiactn  a 
jiJinle  system  of  practical  mid  polemical  dtcinily,whid 
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it  is  hoped,  stands  at  an  equal  distance  from  theerror?; 
of  moral  disbelievers,  and  immoral  believers. 

Thi3  book  is  chiefly  recommended  to  disbelieving 
moralists,  who  deride  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace 
through  faith  in  the  day  of  conversion,  merely  because 
they  are  not  properly  acquainted  with  our  fallen  and 
lost  estate.  And  the  Checks  are  chiefly  designed  for 
disbelieving  Antinomians,  who  rise  against  the  doctrine 
of  a  believer's  salvation  by  grace  through  the  ioorks  of 
foitfa  in  the  great  day,  merely  because  they  do  not  con- 
sider the  indispensable  necessity  of  evangelical  obedi- 
ence, and  the  nature  of  the  day  of  judgment. 

In  the  Appeal,  the  careless,  self-conceited  sinner  is 
awakened  and  humbled.  In  the  Address,  the  serious, 
hnmbled  sinner  is  raised  np  and  comforted.  And  in  the 
Checks,  the  foolish  virgin  is  re-awakened;  the  Laodicean 
b^ever  reproved,  the  prodigal  sou  lashed  back  to  his 
Fatiier>  house,  and  the  upright  believer  animated  to 
mend  his  pace  in  the  way  of  '  fiaith  working  by  lore,* 
and  '  to  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.' 
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I        A  VINDICATION 

REV.  MR.  WESLEY'S  MINUTES 

Mic  Coa/ertnce,  held  in  London,  Augtui  7,  17<0 
A  CmCULAH  LETTER, 


I 


I  nell  of  the  Disseulers  a9  of  ihs  Esmtiliithed  Church, 
If/to  dUappToced  ofthoie  .Vlniilia, 


<  rcnVH  Pr^fudke,  Mffit  Sjirhiuu.  jtramote  TarlKaratKt,  dtfnd 

IKi  ChurictcT  ufan  cmiKnt  JHInli/er  QfCArUI, 

ai^  prnftt  tome  Imparianl  SeripJural  Tntihi  from  btnf 

luutUi/  Jramfci  HI  lierellaiL 

TO    THB    ROS.    AND    BET.    ADTHOE      ^^^| 

Of  cbe  Circular  Letter,  ^^| 

rA  LOFSB  OF  QUIETNESS  ASD  LIBERTY  OT^^^H 

CONSCIENCE.  ^^^^^t 

M 


THE  CIRCULAR  LETTER, 
Which  gave  occasion  to  this  vikdioatii 


A  COPY  OF  THK  HEV.   MIt.  WKSLKY'S 
MINUTES. 


"  Whereab  Mr.  Wesley's  Conference  is 
to  be  held  at  Bristol,  oq  Tuesday,  the  6th  of 
August  neift,  it  is  proposed  by  Lady  Hunt- 
ingdon, und  many  other  Christian  friends, 
(real  Protestants,)  to  have  a  meeting  at  Bris- 
tol, at  the  same  time,  of  such  principal  per- 
Km«,  both  Clergy  and  Laity,  who  disapprove 
of  the  under-written  Minutes ;  And  as  the 
aime  are  thought  injurious  to  the  very  fun- 
damental principles  of  Christianity,  it  is  fur- 
ther proposed,  that  they  go  in  a  body  to  the 
said  Conference,  and  insist  upon  a  formal 
recantation  of  the  said  Minutes;  and  in  case 
of  a  refusal,  that  they  sign  and  publish  their 
protect  against  them-  Your  presence.  Sir,  on 
,  thia  occasion,  is  particularly  requested.    B>i!t 
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if  it  should  not  suit  vour  convenience  to  be 
there,  it  is  desired  that  you  will  transmit 
your  sentiments  on  the  subjecty  to  such  per- 
sons as  you  think  proper  to  produce  them. 
It  is  submitted  .to  you^  whether  it  would  not 
be  right,  hi  the  opposition  to  be  made  to  such 
a  dreadful  Heresy,  to  recommend  it  to  as 
many  of  your  Christian  Friends,  as  well  of 
the  Dissenters  as  of  the  Established  Church, 
as  you  can  prevail  on,  to  be  there,  the  cause 
being  (if  so  public  a  nature. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your  obedient  Servant, 
'*  WALTER  SHIRLEY." 

''  P.  S.  Your  answer  is  desired,  directed  to 
the  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  or  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shirley,  or  John  Lloyd,  Esq.  in  Bath ;  or  Mr. 
James  Ireland,  Merchant,  Bristol ;  or  to  Tho- 
mas Powis,  Esq.  at  Berwick,  near  Shrews- 
bury ;  or  to  Richard  Hill,  Esq.  at  Hawkstone, 
near  Whitchurch,  Shropshire.  Lodgings  mil 
he  provided^   Inquire  at  Mr,  Ireland^s,  Bristol!* 


■\tm 


EXTRACTS   FROM    THE    MINUTES   OF    SOME 
LATE   CONVERSATIONS 

ilETWEeit    THE    RET.    MB.    WESLEV,   AND   OTHERS, 

jIi  a  public  Conference,  htld  in  London, 
AUGUST  7,  I7?0, 


"  1.  Witii  regard  to  Han't  FaUli/ttlneaa.  Our  Lord 
himeelf  taught  us  to  use  the  espreesion.  And  we  ought 
never  to  be  a-ihatncd  of  it.  We  ought  ateadilj  to  assert, 
on  hill  authority,  that  if  a  mau  is  not '  faithful  in  the 
unrighteoui  mamniou,'  God  will  not  '  give  him  the 

"  2.  With  regard  to  aorkingfor  life.  This  also  onr 
Lord  has  expressly  coiDDianded  ns.  '  Latovr,'  'Epya- 
gtaSf,  litendly,  ■  kotIi  fur  the  meat  that  endureth  tn 
everlaitiug  life.'  And  in  f^t  every  believer,  till  he 
oomes  to  glory,  works /or,  at  well  as  .from  Kfr. 

"  3.  We  have  received  It  as  a  maxim,  that '  A  man 
is  to  do  nothing,  in  ortftrtojastilicatioD.'  Noting  can 
be  more  false.  Whoever  desires  to  find  fevoor  with 
God,  should  '  ce!U<e  from  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well.' 
Whoever  repenti,  should  do  '  works  meet  for  repenl- 
iLace.'  And  if  this  is  not  in  order  lo  lind  fnvour,  what 
Joes  he  do  them  for  ? 


Ittview  Uie  whok  alftir. 

1.  Who  of  tu  U  ncHF  accepied  of  God  ? 

He  that  DOW  belieres  in  ChrUt,  whh  a  loriug. 
I  abediriit  lieort. 

"  2.  Itntivbo  among  thaw:  who  never  heard  of  ChriBl.' 
**  Hf  th«t  fenrcth  Ood,  and  worketh  lighteoiutKU 
■RcarJinx  to  die  ligkl  be  baa. 
"  3.  U  tbi»  tl>e  same  vrtth, '  Me  that  U  sincere  ?' 
■'  Krarlf,  if  not  quite. 
"  4.  Id  not  this  '  Salvation  !<)-  woriii  ?' 
"  Not    lijr  the  merll  of  tVOrk«,   hnt  bj  wolks,  at  :i 

"  S.  Wbut  h»ve  we  then  been  diapuling  about  for 
I   tbnc  thirty  fean  > 

D  afraid,  about  loordi. 

fis  to  merit  itself,  of  which  wc  have  been  to 
dreadfully  afraid  :  Wc  are  rewarded,  accanling  to  oar 
nvrtiT,  yea,  iaeauie  of  our  urarh.  How  does  thisdifllfi 
tnua,  fat  lite  take  0/ our  aorkif  And  how  differs  thit 
^tnttctindtanmi^la  up«ritn>, 'asoat  worbtdeserre?' 
Can  you  sjilit  this  hair  ?     I  doubt,  1  Kaunot. 

"  7.  l^c  graud  objection  to  one  of  the  precedlp; 
propositions,  h  drawo  from  matter  of  fuel.  God  doet 
in  liuit  justify  thaite  wlu>,  by  their  own  confes^n, 
'  neither  feared  God  nor  wronght  righteons&eiii.'  Is 
this  an  exceplioti  to  the  general  rnle  I 

"  It  is  a  doubt,  whethcrGod  makes  any  excepHoa  at 
all.    But  how  are  we  sure,  that  the  peisoa  in  question 
r  did  '  fear  God  and  worit  righlouuBne.is  ?'    His 
.  owo  esying  w  is  not  pioof :  For  we  know  how  all,  that  , 
I  BK  convinced  of  sin,  underi'alne  lliemselTes  in  ererr 

"  S.  Does  not  talliini;  uf  a  justified  or  sanctified  tiale, 

;    Almost  natnraUy  leading  tbem 

It  was  done  in  one  moment .'    Whereaa 

e  every  hoar  and  every  moment  ^ileaslng  or  dis- 

,    pleasing  to  God,  accordmg  to  aw  vjorks  :    According 

Lto  the  whoie  of  oor  inward  tempere,  and  our  outward 


irding 
tward     I 

-J 


Before  a  judge  pusies  sentence  upon  a  person 
accused  of  theft,  he  hears  wliat  his  ueiglibDara  have  to 
Bay  for  his  character.  Mr.  Wesley,  I  grant,  is  accused 
of  nbat  Is  worse  tliaa  theft,  dreadful  hereiy :  and  [ 
know  that  whosoercr  maintains  a  dreadful  bcre.fy  is  a 
4read/ui  Aerelic,  and  that  tlie  Church  of  Rome  shews  no 
mercy  to  such  1  But  may  not"  teal  Proteatants"  iudulgc, 
with  the  privilege  of  a  felon,  one  whom  the;  no  lately 
respected  as  a  brother  ?  And  may  not  1,  an  old  frieud 
and  acqaaiatauee  of  his,  be  peruiitled  to  ^peak  a  word 
la  his  fdconr,  before  he  is  branded  lu  the  forehead,  as 
be  has  already  been  on  the  bark  ? 

This  step,  J  fear,  will  cost  me  my  rcpatatlon,  [if  I 
hare  any,)  and  involve  me  in  the  same  coudeuinatioti 
with  him  whose  cause,  together  with  that  of  Truth,  1 
design  to  plead  :  But  when  humanity  prompts,  when 
gradttide  calb,  when  friendship  excites,  wheo  rea-son 
iniitcs,  when  jus^ce  demands,  when  truth  lequires, 
and  coagclence  summons  ;  he  does  not  dei^erve  Ibe  name 
of  a  CMilian  Friend,  who,  for  noy  consideratiou, 
hesitates  to  vindicate  what  h(  eatfems  tmtli,  and  to 
»taiid  by  an  aggrieved  fi-iend,  brother,  and  father.  Were 
I  not.  Sir,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this  to  step  oulof  my 
beloved  obsnirily,  yott  might  deservedly  reproach  me  as 
tt  datlardtg  icreIcA  ,  Nay,  you  have  already  done  it  in 
general  temis,  in  yonr  excellent  sermon  on  the  fear  of 
man.  "  How  often,"  say  you,  "do  men  sneak iugly  for- 
take  their  friends,  instead  of  gloriousiy  supporting  then 
■  a  powerful  adversary,  even  when  t\id( 


H^lta 


3g  then  I 


9  hastilr  pnideu^Bl,  for  fear  of  liTtng 
iimbrige  to  a  superior  partj  or  inlerast  ?" 

These  gfiierouB  word!!  of  yours.  Rev.  Sir,  togetbn 
willi  ilictcare  you  give  both  CharcbmeD  and  DUsenlen, 
tii'itrctto  ffou  theiraDiwers(oyoi]rcircnlarleKer,ire 
my  excme  (or  IncnidiD^  apon  yoD  by  this  epistle,  aod 
mf  apology  for  bcggm^  yonr  candid  alieution,  while  I 
attempt  to  Font-incr  yon  that  my  fiirad'a  priadplei  and 
Minatca  are  nol  heretical :  la  order  to  thin,  1  aball  lay 
before  yoD,  and  the  principal  pentons,  botb  clet^y  and 
lolly,  nbam  yon  hare,  from  all  parts  of  England  and 
Walen,  conveneil  at  Hriitnl,  by  printed  letters, 

..         I.  A  general  view  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  WeJley's  docttilK. 

JL  ,    II.  An  acconpt  of  the  comiuendablc  dexign  of  hii 

■  _   III.   A   viDdlcallon  of  the  propuaitinna  which  they 

''     contain ,  by  argnnieum  taken  from  <tcripture,  reaion,and 

experience ;  and  by  qaotations  from  eminent  Caliiniit 

dirlnes,  who  have  said  the  same  things  in  diSerent 

Aod  suppose  yon  youraclf.  Sir,  lu  particular,  shoold 
appear  to  be  a  strong  aascrtor  of  (he  doctrines  wUct 
you  call  a  rfreorf/ld  fterwjf  in  Mr.  W.,  1  hope  yon  nillnot 
refuse  me  leace  to  conclude,  by  exposlulattng  with  you 
upon  yonr  condoct  in  this  nfliiir,  and  reeummending  (o 
yon,  and  our  other  Christian  friends,  the  forbearance 
which  yon  recommendtoother!!,inoneaf  yoDrsennc 
"  Whydothlhe  narrowhcart  of  man  pni'sne  with  malice 
or  rashness,  (hose  who  prcsnme  to  differ  from  him  ?' 

^^Tea,  and  what  is  more  cxlmordiuBry,  those  who  agree 

HBlIb  him  in  all  essentia  points  ? 

^T"  I.  When,  Id  an  intricate  case,  a  prndent  judge  'a 
afraid  to  puss  an  nnjnst  sentence,  he  inquires,  as  I  ob' 
served,  into  the  general  conduct  of  the  person  accused, 
and  by  tint  means  frequently  finds  out  the  truth  which 
he  investigates.    As  that  method  may  be  nf  aervice  in 

Ki  present  case,  permit  me,  Sir,  to  lay  before  yon  a 
swal  view  of  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine. 
I.  ForabovefliesesiKleeiiyeafsIhaveheirdhIm  fre- 
::_ 


qDCDtlr  in  his  chapels  aod  aomelimes  in  m;  cborch  ;  1 
have  familiarly  converacd  and  corresponded  with  him, 
aud  hare  often  perased  his  nnme  rods  works  in  verse  and 
prose  :  And  1  can  traly  sa;,  that,  dnrin;  all  that  time, 
I  have  heard  him,  vpon  erery  proper  occasiun,  fleadily 
maintain  Ihe  total  Fall  of  Man  in  Adam,  and  hla  otter 
iuabilitylorecoFerhimaelf.urtakc  anyone  step  ttfwai'dH 
his  recoTcry,  "without  the  ^raceof  God  pre*eo  ting  him 
that  he  may  ha»e  a  good  will,  and  working  with  iiim 
when  he  has  that  good  wiU." 

The  deepest  expressians  that  ever  struck  my  ears,  on 
tiie  melancholy  snbjsct  of  oar  nalacal  depravity  and 
helplessness,  are  those  which  dropped  from  his  lips : 
And  I  have  ever  observed  that  he  constantly  ascribea  to 
divine  grace,  not  only  the  good  works  and  holy  tempers 
of  believers,  bnt  all  the  good  thonghla  of  upright  Hea- 
tliens,  and  the  good  desires  of  tho)>e  professors  whom  he 
sees  *  begin  in  the  spirit  and  end  in  the  Qeah  ;'  When, 
to  my  great  sarprise,  some  of  thorc  who  accuse  him  of 
"  robbing  God  of  the  glory  of  bis  grace,  and  ascribiiiB 
loo  much  to  man's  power,"  lUrectiy  or  indirectly  main- 
tain, that  Demas  and  his  fcllow-aposlfttes  neier  had  any 
grace ;  and  Ibat  if  once  Ihey  went  ou  far  in  the  ways  of 
God,  it  was  merely  by  Ihe  force  of  tallen  nature  ;  a  sen- 
timent whieh  Mr.  W.  looks  upon  as  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  the  humbling  as.terlion  of  our  Lord,  ■  Without 
me  ye  can  du  nothing  ;'  and  nhieb  be  ran  no  more 
admit  than  the  rankest  Pelagianism. 

2. 1  must  likewise  testify,  that  he  faithfully  points  out 
Chrlat  aa  the  only  Wag  of  Salvation;  and  strongly  re- 
commends faith  as  the  only  mean  of  receiving  him, 
and  all  the  beneStsof  his  righteouslife  and  meritorious 
death  :  And  truth  obliges  ine  to  deelare,  that  he  fre- 
quently expresses  his  detestation  of  the  errors  of  modern 
Pharisees  who  langh  at  Original  Sin,  setup  Ibe  powers 
of  fallen  man,  cry  down  the  operation  of  God's  Spirit, 
deny  the  absolnte  necessity  of  the  blood  and  righteoas- 
nesa  of  Christ,  and  refuse  him  the  glory  of  all  the  good 
that  may  be  found  in  Jew  or  Gentile,  And  yon  will  not 
without  dilGcnlty,  Sir,  find  in  I! u gland,  aud  perhags  iu 


U  the  wmlA,  a  luiiiiuer  who  bath  borne  mare  frnineut 

>,  either  from  the  polpU  or  tbe  press,  agaiut 

time  daugerons  errors.  AUhU  worki  roufirm  my  tmt- 

§oc,  capecUlljr  hi«  icnnoni  on  Ori)i;in«l  Sin,  wid  Salra- 

Noa  b)r  t'ailh,  ukI  big  mailerl;  Refntatian  of  Dr.  Tif> 

I  lor,  the  wiflcsi  Pelagiaa  aod  SoriniiiD  ot'  oar  age.    Nor 

I  Im  I  nFraid  to  hate  thii   tegiimoDy  confronted  with 

I:  fch   Minnies,   being  IuUy  persuaded  that,  when  tbej 

*  candidly  explained,  thcj  rather  confirm  tlian  orer- 

o(  preacliiDg  the  fall  aud  the  Recovery 
af  man,  ti  aliended  with  a  peculiar  advBDtige  ;  It  Is 
rloie  and  rx  peri  mental :  He  not  only  pobilii  out  the 
truth  nf  tho«  doctrines,  but  presses  his  hearers  to  cr;  to 
God  that  they  uiay  feel  their  weight  upon  their  hearu. 
Some  o[>en  those  great  truth*  very  clearly,  but  let  their 
(-ongregatious  rest,  like  the  sEony-grouud  hearers,  in  the 
tirsi  cniDlious  of  sorrow  and  jay  which  the  word  fre- 
qnenUy  exdtcj.  Not  soMr,  Wesley  :  He  wiU  ha«e  true 
penitents  "  feel  tlie  plague  of  their  own  hearts,  tiavul, 
be  heavy  laden,"  and  receive  '  the  iieut(;iice  of  death  In 
ihtoiselvca,'  according  to  the  glorious  'ministration  of 
coudeianatioa  ;'  And  according  to  '  tbe  minlstratioD 
ufrighteouaneasaudoflheSpiriiwbidi  exceeds  in  glory,' 
he  insists  npon  trac  believers  kiiowin^for  themBelveSi 
lb«t  Jesus  '  hath  power  on  earth  lo  forgive  sins ;'  and 
asKrIs,  that  thf  y  '  taste  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come,'  aod  that  they  '  are  made 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  divine  nature  ;  the 
Spirit  itself  bearing  witness  with  their  spirits  that  they 
are  the  childrcu  of  God.' 

3. 1'he  uext  fundamental  doctrine  in  Christianity,  is 
that  of  llolineia  of  Heart  and  Life,  and  no  one  cao 
here  accuse  Mr,  W.  of  leaning  lothe  Antinomian  delu- 
sion, which  'makes  roidlhe  law  through' a  speculative, 
and  barren  '  faith  ;"  Ou  the  contrary,  he  ^i^arsio  be 
peculiarly  set  for  the  defenceof  practical  religion  :  For, 
instead  of  rcprcutlting  Cbi'lat  '  as  tbe  minister  of  sin,' 
withKanteis,  to  tlie  great  grief  and  offence  of  many,  he 
Mtt  Jiim  fortli  W  a  complete  fouioNr/rBM  Ji«.     N(tt 


pnrirying  fnUh.  i»  mny  eiiatile  them  to  triumph  in 
Christ,  an  '  being  made  to  them  of  God,  aanctifieaiion 
sa  well  M  righteODanesi.' 

It  is,  I  grant,  his  misfortune,  (if  indeed  it  be  one,) 
to  preach  b  fuller  salvatioo  than  most  professors  expect 
to  Kujoj  here ;  for  he  asserts  that  Jaaa  can  '  make 
clean'  lAe  maide  as  well  as  the  outside,  of  his  vessel* 
uDlo  honour ;  that  he  hath  power  on  earth  '  to  sare  his 
people  from  their  sius ;'  and  that  his  blood  '  cleanses 
from  all  sin,'  from  the  guiltand  defilement  both  of  ori- 
ginal and  actual  corruption.  He  is  hold  enough  \o 
declare  with  St.  John,  that  ■  if  we  say  vre  have  no  da, 
eilherby  nalttrt  or  practice,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and 
Uie  truth  Is  not  In  us :  But  if  we  confess  oor  aina,  God 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  ne  our  aius,  aod  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  anrlghteoDsncsii.'  He  is  legal  enough  not  to 
he  asharacd  of  tlieae  words  of  Moses,  '  The  Lord  thy 
God  will  circnmcise  thine  heart.  Bud  the  heart  of  thy 
seed,  to  lace  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  tliat  thou  mayeat  live.'  And  he 
dares  to  believe,  that  the  l,ord  can  perform  the  words 
which  he  apoke  by  Ezekiel :  '  1  will  sprinkle  deao 
water  upon  you,  and  you  shall  be  clean ;  from  tu.  your 
filthineiie,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  1  cleanse  yon. 
A  new  heart  also  will  T  give  you  ;  I  will  take  away  the 
siony  heart  out  of  your  lleeh,  and  I  will  give  yoa  an 
heart  of  fleah  j  and  [  will  put  my  Spiritwilhio  you,  and 
cause  you  to  walk  in  uy  slatales ;  and  ye  shall  keep  my 
judgments,  and  do  them.  I  will  also  save  you  from  alt 
your  nncleanu esses.'  Hence  it  is,  that  he  roustantly 
exhorts  his  hearers  'to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  001-  Saviour ;'  till  by  a  strong  and  lively  faith, 
they  cau  continually  '  reckon  themselves  lo  be  dead 
indeed  uutosin,  but  alive  uuMQod  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  l.^rd;'  He  tells  them,  that  '  he  who  committeth 
ain,  ia  tbe  servant  of  sin  ;' — that  'our  old  man  Iscmd- 
6ed  with  Christ,  that  dielKidy  of  aln  might  be  destroyed, 
^  K  henceforth  we  should  not  sen'c  sin  ;' — that,  if  the 


Mhe 
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Soa  Bfaall  make  n-i  free,  we  i^hall  be  free  Indeed  ; — and 
(bat,  althuagh  '  Me  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  inClirut 
Jeinl'  nil!  not  deliver  at  from  the  inBocent  iDfinni^n 
inrident  tn  Heah  and  blood,  it  will  nevertheless  make 
HI '  free  from  (he  law  of  siu  and  death,'  aiid  enable  m 
to  say  with  holy  (riainph, '  How  stall  we,  th!|i  arc  dcMl 
to  liti,  live  any  looger  thereia  }'  la  a  word,  he  tfaiakl, 
that  God  can  so  '  Efaedahruad  his  love  in  onr  hearti.bf 
the  Holy  Ghost  given  atito  us,' as  to  'sauetifvns  wholly, 
lonl,  body,  and  spirit;'  and  enable  us  tu  '  reiwce 
evermore,  pray  without  ceasing,  and  in  every  thing  (^ic 
thanks.'  And  be  is  persuaded,  lliaE  be  who  '  can  do 
Ikr  exreeding  abnndanlly  above  all  that  wi!  can  ask 
or  think,'  is  able  to  fill  us  with  the  '  perfect  tora 
which  casta  ont  fear ;  that  we,  being  delivered  ant  (if 
the  hands  of  our  enemies,'  may  have '  thu  mind  wliidi 
was  lu  Christ,'  be  righteous  ns  the  man  Jesus  was  rlghle- 
ous, '  walk  u  He  also  walked,'  and  be !»'  onr  measure, 
■  as  He  was  In  the  world  :'  He  as  the  stuck  of  Ihe  tree 
ofrirtteonsnessi  and  we  as  the  branches,  'having  oar 
fruit'  from  Him  '  onto  holiuess,'  and  '  sening  God 
vritbout  (ear  in  trae  holiness  and  rIghteousuesB  all  Ihe 
.^i^  of  our  life/ 

tils  he  ^^ume^mes  calls  Full  Svaclificelian,  Ilie  state 
falhen  in  Christ,'  or  llie  '  glorions  liberty  of  ihe 
diildren  of  Ood ;'  sometimes,  '  a  being  streDglheoed, 
Itabliahed,  and  settled,'  or  '  beiui;  rooted  and  grounded 
In  love;'  btiC  most  commonlyhe  eidJa  it  CkriiUan 
Per/Ktion ;  A  word  which,  thongh  used  by  the  apostlet 
iu  the  !'Ruie  sense,  cannot  be  used  by  him  without  rais- 
iug  the  pity  or  ladigualion  of  one  half  of  the  religloDS* 
world ;  some  making  it  the  subject  of  Ihelr  pious  sneera 
and  godly  lampoonsj  while  others  tell  yon  roandly, 
"  'Hiey  abhor  it  above  every  thing  In  the  creation." 

^kOu  account  of  this  doctrine  It  is,  that  be  is  traduced 

^jK  ■  Pharisee,  a  Papist,  an  Anti-christ ;  some  of  his 

opposcra  taking  it  for  granted,  that  he  makes  void  the 

priestly  ofliee  of  Christ  by  affirming,  that  hi?  blood  can 

<o  coraplGlely  wash  os  here  from  oursiiis,  that  at  death 


U  ANITNOHIAHinf. 

ne  shall '  be  tband  of  Him  in  pe<ice,  wltlioot  HpoC, 
wrinkle,  or  auy  Koch  thing;'  wliile  othei'S,  to  colour 
their  opposidua  tu  the  lOiiuy  EcrlptnreB  wliicb  he  brlags 
lo  ai^ipurc  this  anfdshliiiiitble  d'fctrine,  give  it  uut,  that 
he  only  wantn  the  old  man  to  be  ho  retined  iu  all  bii 
tempers,  and  regnlaied  iu  alt  his  outward  bebaviour,  a> 
to  appear  perfect  in  the  flesh ;  or,  in  other  tenus,  that 
he  aeta  up  Pharisaic  self,  inslend  of  '  Christ  com- 
plelelg  formed  in  us  ai  Ike  fvtt  hope  of  flory."  But  I 
mnst  [for  one)  do  him  the  jmlice  to  say,  he  is  niiwp- 
prdlended.aud  that  what  he  calls  pertlectlon,  la  nothing 
bat  thericii  clnster  of  all  the  spiritual  blessings  pramlNd 
to  belierers  in  the  gospel ;  and,  amon^  the  reat,  acon- 
tinaal  sense  of  the  virtue  of  Christ's  atoning  and  punn- 
ing binod,  preventing,  both  old  guilt  from  returning, 
and  new  gnilt  from  lastening.  upon  the  consdetice  i 
toi;etl]er  with  tlie  deepest  uoufciouKness  of  our  helplesl- 
nesa  and  nothingness  in  our  best  estate,  the  most  en- 
dearing discoTeries  of  the  Redeemer's  lave,  and  the 
most  bnmbliug  and  yet  ravishing  views  of  his  glorioaa 
fulness  :  WiinesH  one  of  hii  favourite  hymns  on  that 
iuhject ; — 


m  Let  nw  ^i^  poTuctkia't  Iwigbl, 
lfs«  than  noUilnft  In  nry  iieh[. 


1.  But  this  is  not  all ;  H.e  holds  also  General  Htdemp- 
(laM,  and  its  necessary  conBefiuenccs,wh!chsomeacconnE 
dreadful  hareiiu.  He  asserts  with  St.  Paul,  that  ■  Chriil, 
liy  the  grace  of  God,  tasted  death  for  eiery  man  i'  and 
this  Brace  he  calls/re#,  as  extending  Itselfyy-fa^  to  all. 
Nor  can  he  help  t'Kpre&siug  his  surprise  at  those  pioui 
ministers  who  maintain,  that  the  Saviour  keeps  Hhi 
grace,  as  they  suppose  he  kept  His  blood,  from  the 

Est  part  of  mankind,    and  yet  engross  to  them- 
the  title  of  preac/ieri  of  free  grace ; 


He  fteqnentlf  observes,  with  the  u 
'  ChrUt  is  the  SsTianr  uf  all  men, 
them  ihet  believe ;'  and  tlial  *  God  will  have  a, 
to  be  lared,'    cnniliKtilly  with  (heir  moral  & 
and  the  lenor  uf  Hh  gospel. 

With  Si.  John  he  maintaiui,  that '  God  is  love,' 
thai  ■  ChriM  is  the  propltliitlon  not  only  for  our  i 
bat  aliK)  for  the  nloB  of  ibe  taJioIe  utorbt ;'  with  I] 
he  affliio*,  that  '  God's  mercy  is  over  all  his  woll 
And  with  Si.  Peter,  thai  ■  the  I^rd  li  not  willing 
any  ihonld  perish,  but  thai  aU  should  come  to  tb 
ance ;'  fea,  that  God,  withunt  hypocrisy,  ■  commai 
otf  men,  merf  whtn,  to  repent.'  According)} 
«y»  w!ih  the  Son  of  God,  '  Whosoever  will,  le< 
come  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely ;'  and  nfie 
blessed  example,  as  irell  as  by  His  gracious  eomd 
be  '  preacliea  the  gnspel  to  nern  creature  ;'  wbit 
^iprehends  would  be  Incoijui  stent  with  con 
bottesiy.  If  there  were  not  a  Gospel  for  evrrf  > 
lure.  Nor  can  he  doabt  of  it  id  the  least,  wbei 
considers,  that  Cbiiet  is  aliingas  well  as  a  priest^ 
we  are  nuder  a  law  to  Hiiu  ;  that  (hose  men  who' 
not  have  Hiiii  to  reign  ovtrthem,  shall  be  brought 
al^n  before  Him ;'  yea,  Iliat  He  will  <  Judge  the  se 
of  men,"  according  to  St.  Panl's  gospel,  and  take 
^aoce  on  all  elipm  that  obey  not  his  own  gospel,  on 
Ibe  Author  of  cterual  salvation  to  none  but  them 
obey  Him,'  With  this  principle,  as  wilhakey  girj 
by  God  hiniEtelf,  he  opens  those  things  which  are  ' 
to  be  ondersWod,'  in  the  Epistles  of  St.  PanI, 
'  irbieh  thej  that  are  unlearned  and  nnstable  wrei 
they  do  some  other  scriplures,  1/  not  to  their  ow« 
stmction,  at  lean  to  the  ovenlirowing  of  the  f^ 
some'  weak  ChrisCiaus,  and  the  hardening  uf  ni 
very  many  infidels. 

Ae  a  tru^  son  of  the  Church  of  England,  he  be8 
that  "  Christ  redeemed  him  and  all  niHokind ;" 
"  for  ns  men,"  and  not  merely  for  the  elect,  "  he  < 
down  from  heaven,  and  made  upon  tbs  cross,  n- 
perteet,  and  sufBdent  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  saG 
lios  of  the  to/wig  ^fgjjj^^jjm^ 


nan,  and  yet  a  man  cf  sense,  lie  so  subseribed  the 
ieveutcpnth  Article  aa  not  to  reject  the  Tlurly-first, 
vhich  he  tbinke  of  equal  force,  aod  much  more  explicit; 
iDd  therefore,  us  the  SeveiiteenUi  Article  BuQiorin:9 
lira,  he  "  receiFM  God's  promises  in  such  wise  as  they 
.re  generaily  set  forth  iu  holy  acriptiire;"  rejecting, 
,fter  the  example  of  oar  governors  In  Church  and  State, 
he  Lambelh  Articles  In  whichthe  doctrine  of  nft*ofK(«, 
inconditional  Election  and  ReprobstJon  via.i  main' 
ained,  and  which  some  Calt'lnlslic  divinel,  in  the  days 
if  Queen  Elizabeth,  vainly  attempted  to  impose  upon 
:hese  kingdoms,  by  addiug  them  to  the  1'hiny-iiine 
\rlicle».  Far,  therefore,  from  thluking  he  does  not 
ict  a  fair  part  in  rejecting  the  doctrine  of  particular 
'edemption,  he  cannot  cuncefre  by  -what  snlro  the  con- 
icienceii  of  those  ministers,  who  embrace  it,  can  permit 
Jicm  to  say  to  each  of  their  communicaot*,  "The  blood 
rf  Christ  wa«  shed  (or  Ihee ;"  and  to  baptise  promiscu- 
insly  all  children  within  their  respective  parishes,  '  in 
J;e  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
floly  Ohost,'  when  all  that  are  unredeemed  hare  no 
W)re  right  to  the  blood,  name,  and  Spirit  of  Christ, 
lian  Lucifer  himself. 

'ITiaa  far,  Mr.  W.  agrees  with  Arminina,  because  he 
thinks  thai  illustiious  divine  agreed  thus  far  with  fhe 
icriptares,  and  all  (he  early  Pxlhers  of  the  church. 
:tnt  if  Aratinius,  (as  the  author  of  Pietat  Oxoaimsia 
ilSnus,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Adams,]  "denied,  that 
'man's  nature  is  totally  cormpt;  and  asserted,  that  he 
'hBthstillfafreedomofwill  to  turn  toGod,  but  not 
'wilbout  the  assistance  ofgrace,"  Mr,W.  is  noArmi- 
lian  ;  for  he  strongly  assetts  (he  total  (ai\  of  man,  and 
xmstautly  maintains,  that  by  nature  man's  will  is  only 
ree  to. evil,  uud  thai  divine  grace  must  titst  prevent, 
ind  then  conciauBlty  further  him,  to  make  him  willing 
liid  able  to  (uni  to  God. 


I  mm,  hamtfwr»  ooniwi^  titti  ke  4oet  not*  as  Mne 

«nee»  and  ran  win ;  bat  ke  gifw  nmam  o€  coairiir 
dnaUe  wdghi  tor  ddi^(l.)  GMH  odUi  apoAi 
■ever  did  MK — (2.)  He  Jtaowt  tlw  weid  frece  uaci— ■ 
rilj  impUei  itmftrimtm  citt  ftwow}  aad  tiM  word  wIM, 
UM/ViMisflielowAolees  AadliclMetHDiaciiigttB, 
tedeHglit  ia  perpetaal  taalolonr^-H^)  He  iadt,.ly 
tilieieJ  eaperieace^  that  wlieBtlMwIU  iatBOciiedbr 
divine  grace,  and  yiddi  la  tiM  taodi,  il  is  aa  free  to 
goody  aa  it  was  iMAm  la  evil  He  dares  no^tlMntae, 
BMke  tiM  maintaiaiqg/lw  wUl,  anj  nore  iBiaukfim 
krttukf  die  crilerioB  of  an  vneonverted  aun.  Oa  tiie 
coBtnuj,  liebelievci  none  are eonverted,  bat tlKMeiiHio 
liave  a/rif  wUl  to  fidlow  Jesns ;  and»  fur  from  bdiig 
ashamed  to  be  called  a '<free«fHner/'  heaArms  Has 
essential  to  all  men  to  be  '*  free-wl^g  creatures/'  ss 
to  be  "  rational  animala ;"  and  he  sapposes,  he  can 
as  soon  find  a  diamond  or  a  flint  withont  gravity,  ai  a 
good  or  bad  man  withont  free-wilL 

Nor  will  I  conceal,  that  I  never  heard  Urn  use  that 
fisvonrite  ezpres^n  of  some  good  men,  WJ^  m§f 
H^y  me  T;  though  he  is  not  at  all  against  their  nsiog 
ity  if  they  can  do  it  to  edification.  Bnt  as  he  does 
not  lee,  that  any  of  the  saints,  either  of  the  Old  or 
New  Testament  ever  need  it,  he  is  afraid  to  behnmble 
and  '  wise  above  what  is  written,'  lest  'voluntary  hu- 
mility' should  introduce  refined  pride  before  he  is 
aware.  Doubting,  therefore,  whether  he  could  say, 
HHiymef^  HHky  mef,  mihoutthe  8el#  pleasing  idea 
of  his  being  preferred  to  thousands,  or  withont  a  tondi 
of  the  secret  self-applause  that  tickles  the  Pharisee's 
heart,  when  he  '  thanlKs  God  he  is  not  as  other  men,' 
he  leaves  the  &shionable  ezdamation  to  others,  witii 
all  the  refinements  of  modern  divinity;  and  dioosesto 
keep  to  St.  Paul's  expression,  '  He  loved  me/  which 
implies  no  exclusion  of  his  poor  fellow«sinners ;  or  to 
that  of  the  royal  Psalmist,  *  Lord  what  ia  num,  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him ;  and  the  sofi  ^  mmn,  that 
Aon  fisitest  him !' 
^,  Aa  a  con^qnence  o!  iSbe.  do0s\n!t  of  General 
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Redemption,  Mr.  W.  lajs  down  two  aKioma,  of  which 
he  never  loses  sight  in  liia  preaching.     The  FinI  is, 

ThlX  J^LL   OUR    SALVATION    IK    OF  GoD   IN    CHRIST,  and 

therefore  of  giiacb  (  all  opportunities,  invitationa, 
inclination,  and  jiower  to  bellEve,  being  bestowed  upon 
ua  (if  mere  grace  ; — grace  most  absolutely  free :  And  so 
far,  1  hope,  that  all  who  are  called  goapel-mlninera 
agree  with  hiiu. — But  he  proceeds  fanher;for,5«caiitfj||i. 
He  asserts,  with  equal  contidcnce,  that,  according  to 
the  gospel  dispenaation.  All  ouh  dahnation  is  of 
OUKSBLVES,  by  oar  obatinaie  unbelief,  and  avoidable 
nnfaithfalness ;  As  we  may '  negleci  so  great  salvatioo,' 
desire  to  '  be  excnsed'  from  cotniiii;  to  the  feast  of  the 
Laiob,  *  make  light  of  Ood's  gracious  offers,  refuse  to 
'  occupy,'  bnry  our  laleut,  and  ace  the  part  of  the 
'  slothful  servant ;'  ur,  in  other  words,  '  reaist,  grieve, 
do  despite  to,'  and  '  quench  the  Spirit  of  grace,'  by 
OBT  moral  agency. 

The  Fini  of  these  evangelical  axioms  he  builds  upon 
such  scriptures  as  these :  '  tn  me  is  thy  help. — Look 
unto  me  and  be  saved.— No  man  cometli  unto  me  es- 
cefit  the  Father  draw  him. — What  hast  thou  that  thou 
hast  uot  received ! — We  are  not  sufficient  to  think 
aright  of  ounelvca,  all  our  sufficiency  is  of  God. — 
Christ  is  esallcd  to  give  repentance. — Faith  is  the  gift 
(if  God. — Without  me  yc  can  do  uothing,'  &c.  &c. 

And  the  Second  he  founds  upon  such  passages  as 
these  ;  '  This  is  the  coudemnalion,  that  light  li  come 
into  the  world,  and  men  loved  darkness  rather  than 
light.— Ve  always  resist  the  Holy  G host— They  rejected 
Aecoaniel  of  God  towards  themselves. — Grieve  not  the 
Sjnrit. — Quench  not  the  Spirit. — My  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  man. — Torn,  why  will  ye  die  ^ — Kiss 
die  Son,  leat  ye  perish. — I  gave  Jeicbel  time  tu  lepenl, 
Aod  she  repented  not.— I'he  goodness  of  God  leads 
[not  dragi,i  thee  tu  repentance,  who  afttr  thy  hard- 
■Mt  and  ioipenlCent  heart  treamirest  up  wrath  nnlo 
thfaBlf. — ^rbelr  eyes  have  they  closed,  test  they  should 
joe,  and  be  conveited,  and  1  should  heal  them. — See 
ihUfe  refuse  not  Him  that  speakcth  from  Leaven.— I 
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Mt  before  yon  life  and  death,  choose  life! — Ye  will  not 
come  nnlo  me  Itul  ve  inii;fal  have  life. — I  KOuld  fart 
BBthered  jon,  aadjewouikaol,'  Ac.  Ac. 

As  lo  thp  moral  Afeneg  of  man,  Mr.  W.  thinka  ft  ' 
CMinol  be  denied  upnti  [he  princijiles  of  common  kuw, 
«ud  dril  Kovernmeni ;  mnch  less  upon  thme  of  Dainral 
■nd  rerenli'd  religion;  lu nothing  woald  bemoreabaard 
tlian  to  bind  as  bf  luwi  of  a  civil  or  spiritual  natare; 
Dothtog  more  foolinb  than  lo  propose  to  us  puniabmenii 
and  rcwftrds  i  and  nothing  more  capridona  than  Id  in- 
Act  the  oaeor  bestow  the  other  upon  na ;  If  nre  weic 
IMt  moral  Hgmlt. 

He  ie  therefore  perattaded,  the  moat  complete  sirsKm 
Of  diiinilT  U  thnt  iii  which  neither  of  those  two  aiiont 
h  taperaeded  :  He  thinks,  it  is  bold  and  nnscriptnrai  ttt 
•et  np  ike  oat  m  the  expencc  of  tiie  olhcr,  conrSnced 
Aat  the  prophets,  the  apostles,  and  Jesus  Christ  lefttW 
no  such  precedent ;  and  that,  to  avoid  what  is  termed 
ttgality,  we  must  not  nin  Into  refiuementa  which  thef  . 
knew  notblng  of,  and  make  them  perpetnallj  contra< 
Act  Ibemselrea  :  Nur  can  we,  he  believes,  without  8B  I 
Open  violation  nfthe  laws  of  cimdour  and  criticism,  1^ 
B  greater  atresa  npon  a  few  obscure  and  conmnerMf 
passages,  than  npon  an  hundred  plain  and  irrefiagafcht'' 
■eriptnre-proofa.  He  therefore  supposes,  that  thoif 
persons  are  under  a  capital  mistake  who  maintain  onlf ' 
the  firat  f<aspel-ax)om,  and  under  pretence  of  secnriug 
to  God  allQie  glory  of  the  salvation  of  one  elect,  give' 
to  perhftpH  laenly  reprobates  full  room  to  lay  all  (bf\ 
blame  of  their  damnation  either  npon  their  Sni  parents,'! 
or  thelrOeator.  'ITiia  wayof  makingtwenty  rea/holei,  I 
In  order  to  stop  a  auppoaed  one,  he  cannot  see  consitt-'j 
eiit  eitlier  with  wisdom  or  scripture. 

Thinking  it  therefore  safest  not  to '  put  asander'  tiM^i 
tnlbs  which  '  Ood  has  joined  together,'  be  makes  alll| 
extremes  meet  in  one  blessed  scriptural  medinm.  W1&- 
tte  Antinoraian  he  preaches, '  God  worketh  in  you  botks 
I  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  plea.iDre  ;'  and  with  th*'| 
fcl«gaHBt  he  cries,  'Work  out,  therefore,  your  own  i 
'ufoji  with  fear  and  trembling;  and  thus  he  bsj 


St.  Paul's  doctrine.  With  the  Ranter  he  says,  "  God 
has  chojien  iroa,  you  are  elect ;"  bnt,  as  it  is  '  through 
aanctificatiou  uf  the  Spirit  aud  belief  of  the  trnth,' 
with  the  disciples  of  Moses  be  infers,  '  make  yotlr 
calling  and  election  snre,  for  if  ye  do  these  things  ye 
shall  nerer  £iU.'  Thus  he  preacDts  his  hearers  with 
all  SL  Peter's  system  of  trnth,  which  the  others  had 

Agaiu,  according  to  the  Firit  Axiom,  he  says  witli 
the  Perfect  Preacher,  '  All  thiup  are  uow  ready  ;'  bnt 
with  Him  he  adds  also,  according  to  the  Second, 
"  Come,  lest  yon  never  taste  the  gospel  feast."  Think- 
ing it  estremely  dangerous  not  to  divide  the  word  of 
Qod  aright,  be  endeavours  to  give  to  every  one  the 
portion  of  it  that  snits  him,  catling  according  to  times, 
penons,  and  circnmslances,  either  with  the  smooth  or 
the  roDgh  edge  of  his  two-edged  sword.  Therefore, 
when  he  addresses  those  that  are  steady,  and  'par- 
takers of  the  gospel  grace  from  the  first  day  nnlil  now,' 
as  Ae  Pbilippians,  he  makes  use  of  the  Firtl  Principle, 
and  testifies  his  confidence, 'that  he  who  hath  began  a 
good  worh  in  them,  will  perform  it  antil  the  day  of 
Christ.'  Bnt  when  he  expostulates  with  persons, '  diat 
ran  well,  and  do  not  now  obey  the  truth,"  aetording  to 
his  5«coiuJ  Asiom,  he  say!i  to  tbem,  as  St.  Panldid  to 
the  GalaCians, '  I  stand  in  doabt  of  yoo  ;  ye  are  follen 

In  short,  he  would  think  that  he  mangled  the  gospel, 
and  forgot  part  of  his  awfol  commissiou,  if,  trhen  he 
has  declared  that '  he  who  bcliereth  shall  he  saved,"  he 
did  not  alxo  add,  tiiat  he  '  who  helievetli  not,  shall  be 
dUDUedj'  or,  wbirii  is  the  same,  that  none  perish 
merely  for  Adam's  sin,  bat  for  their  own  onbclief,  and 
vrilfnl  rejection  of  the  Saviour's  grace.  Thus  he  ad- 
ranccs  God's  glory  every  way,  endrely  ascribing  to  his 
mercy  and  grace,  all  the  salvation  of  the  elect,  and  com- 
pletely freeing  him  from  the  blame  of  direcdy  or  indi- 
rectly hanging  the  millstone  of  damnation  about  tJie 
neck  of  the  reprobate.  And  this  he  effectually  doe«,  by 
showing  that  the  former  owe  all  they  arc ,  mi4  al\  \Wi 
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hare,  (o  Crcuiiig,  Preacrving,  apd  Redeeming  Lore, 
wbuae  inDDUieiable  buDDtlcatbej  freely  uid  contlanall; 
receite  ;  aod  thai  the  rejection  of  the  latter  hai  abio- 
InHJy  no  chum  bat  their  obBtiaale  rejectiog  of  that  atW- 
nltbiDf  mercy  wbkh  wept  orerJrmAaleai  ;  aod  prayed, 
■ad  bled  ivea  for  thotc  that  ihed  the  aioiiing  blood  { — 
dw  blood  that  rxplakd  all  ain  bat  thaCof  final  nnbdWf. 

I  have  now  finished  my  sketch  of  Mr.  W.'a  doctrine, 
to  bi  M  it  has  fallen  under  my  nbserraiiOD  dntiDf; 
above  lixtecn  years'  particular  acquaintaoce  wjtb  him 
■nd  hU  works.  It  ii  not  my  design,  Sir,  to  inqaire  into 
the  trnth  of  his  icntimenti,  much  less  shall  1  attempt 
lo  prove  tlicm  orthodox,  accordinf  to  the  ideas  thai 
■ome  reai  Prolalanli  enlenain  of  orthodoxy.  Thii 
only  I  beg  leare  lo  observe,  mpposc  he  is  mistaken  in 
all  the  ncripturet  on  which  he  foiinds  liia  doctrine  of 
Christian  Perfection  and  General  Redemption,  yet  hil 
miatakes  aeem  rather  to  ariee  from  a  regard  for  Cbrist'i 
glory,  than  from  eoiuity  to  his  offices ;  and  all  togelber 
do  not  amount  lo  any  heresy  at  all;  the  fuudaniental 
doctrines  of  rhrialianity,  namely,  Ikg/aU  of  man,^'iM- 
lijScalion  6g  the  mtrilt  of  Chrial,  lanclifcalion  bg  Ilk 
iiftncg  af  tkr  Holg  Spirit,  and  the  worihip  of  lAe  Om 
true  God  in  the  mjtlerioui  diitlnction  af  Faiktr,  Sat, 
and  Half  Spirit,  as  it  is  m^ntalned  in  the  three 
Creeds,  not  being  at  all  affeeled  by  any  of  his  pecnliar 
sentiments. 

Bat  yon  pofsibly  imagine,  Sir,  that  he  has  lately 
changed  his  doctrine,  and  adopted  a  new  Gystem.  If 
you  do,  yoD  are  under  a  very  great  mistake ;  and  to 
conrioce  you  of  it,  permit  me  to  conclude  Ibia  letter 
by  a  paragraph  of  one  which  I  received  from  him  Iwl 

'  I  always  did  (far  between  these  thirty  and  forty 
0  clearly  assert  the  total  fnll  of  man,  and  bis  ntlcr 
do  any  good  of  himrdf :  'I'he  absolate 
«ity  of  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  God  to  raise  eren  > 
good  thongbt  or  desire  in  our  hearts :  The  Lord's  re- 
warding no  works,  and  accepting  of  none,  but  so  ^  as 
titer  proceed  from  his  preveotin?,  convincing,  and  con- 
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verting  grace,  through  the  Beloved;  the  blood  and 
righteousneBs  of  Christ  being  tbe  sole  meriturions 
amae  of  our  galvation.  And  urho  is  there  iu  Kigland 
that  has  aaserted  these  thiugn  more  stfoasly  aud  ateadily 
than  1  have  done  ?" 

Leaving  jrou  to  answer  this  question,  I  remain,  with 
due  respect,  Hon.  and  Rev.  Sir, 
Yoar  obedient  Servant, 

In  the  bond  of  a  peacrful  goipel, 

J.  FLETCHER. 
Madeley,  Julg  29«,  1771. 
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Having  proied  that  Mr.  W.'a  doctrine  U  not 
heretical,  permit  me  to  con^der  the  propositions  which 
dote  the  Miuutea  of  his  last  Conference,  on  which,  it 
■eema,  jour  charge  of  dnadfui  heriiy  is  foauded. 

They  wear,  I  confess,  a  new  aspect ;  and  such  is  t)ie 
bjK^  of  prejudice,  and  attachmeht  to  particular  modea 
of  expresEiOD,  that  at  first  ihey  appear  to  be  very  un- 
guarded, if  not  altogether  erroueons.  But  when  the 
din  of  the  severe  epithets  bestowed  upon  Ihem  by  borne 
narm  friends,  was  oat  of  my  ears  j  when  1  had  prayed 
to  tbe  Fa^er  of  Lights  for  uiecbuess  of  wisdom,  aud 
given  place  to  calm  reflection,  I  saw  iliem  in  quite  a 
ditferent  light.  Our  Lord  commauds  us  '  not  to  jndge 
according  to  the  appearance,  but  to  judge  righteoui 
jadgment ;'  appearauces,  therefore,  did  not  seein  to  luc 
mfficient  to  coudemn  any  man,  much  less  an  elder, 
aud  such  au  elder  as  Mr.  W.  I  consider  besides,  that 
the  drcumatances  in  which  a  minister  sometimes  linds 
himself  with  respect  to  his  hearers,  and  particular  errors 
spreading  among  tbem,  may  obUge  him  to  do  or  say 
things,  which,  ilto ugh  very  right  according  to  the  time, 
place,  persons,  aud  juncture,  may  yet  appear  very 
wrong  to  those  who  do  Tiot  ataud  just  whete  he  fiotv .  V 


jii[i)e,  tbit  It  ai.  Pul  btd  been  in  St. 
'■  circunitanccf,  be  would  buxe  pieoclied  juli£- 
lioii  iu  «  gD:itilc4  >  oaoiu'r  as  SL  Jaunjij  utd  ihu 
«  bad  beeu  in  St.  Patil't  place,  be  woold 
■t  prrached  it  ba  freely  as  Si.  Haul  i  nnd  i  recollMMd, 
c  place*  St.  Paul  hJuuKdt  ict-ina  even  aiore 
t.  Jame*.  (See  Itwu.  li.  7,  10,  U ,  G^.  il 
fiff  &c  aud  1  nm.  ri.  19.) 
■  ^TbCie  r«flectloB>  igade  me  not  only  augpeuit  m) 
itcnt  coticcruini;  Mr.  W.'s  propoiicioas,  but  con- 
whal  tre  may  candidly  luppow  woi  hia  dNisn  id 
nrlting  them  for,  and  rtcumineuding  tbem  to,  the 
u  coDiicidoii  with  bini.  And  I  muld  hot 
,  that  it  was  only  to  piatd  tbem  and  Ibeir 
rers  against  AbiIdoiuUii  principles  aud  practices, 
4aUch  ipread  like  wildfire  in  Mioie  of  lii^  Societies; 
wbvre  jienoue  wlio  spoke  iu  the  moit  ^lorioaa  maniKr 
of  Christ,  and  tbcir  iotciest  Iu  hia  complete  salva&u, 
hai-e  been  round  liring  in  the  greatest  immoralitie*.  or 
iudalgiug  the  moat  ancbristiaQ  teui^iers.  Nor  need  I 
go  for  tor  n  proof  of  this  nad  aaiertion.  In  one  of  bit 
SocielJe*,  uot  many  miles  from  my  parish,  a  married 
auui,  who  profeiiacd  beiug  in  a  ilalt  u/jti3ti/lcalUm  ani 
lanetifiMtion,  growing  wise  abore  what  Is  wrUteu, 
despised  his  brethrm  at  legalists,  and  bis  teocbera  as 
persons  not  dear  in  the  gospel.  Ke  instilled  hia  prin- 
ciples into  a  strions  young  wuoian ;  and  what  wa*  tbe 
consetjuencr  i  Wby,  they  talked  about  "  fiuished  sal- 
vation in  Christ,"  and  "  the  absurdity  of  parfcction  in 
rite  Aesh,"  till  a  perfect  child  was  coned  red  and  bom ; 
and,  to  nave  ap[>earances,  the  mullier  swore  it  to  a 
trarelliug  man  that  lannot  be  heard  of.  Thns,  to  aroid 
legaiit)',  they  plunged  into  hypocrisy,  fornication,  adul- 
tery, peijury,  aud  tbe  depth  of  Ibuitcrism.  Is  it  not 
hard,  tliat  a  minister  sbuutd  be  traduced  as  guilty  of 
dnadfut  hereig,  fot  tryiuj;  to  put  a  stop  to  sucb  dread- 
ful piacticei  ?  And  is  it  not  high  time  that  he  abould 
cry  to  all  that  regard  bis  warnlugii, '  Take  heed  to  your 
ihKtrine  !'    As  if  he  had  said. 
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jp  clew  of  the  Pharisaic  delnaion  that  (lights  Christ, 
1  makes  the  pretended  merit  of  an  imperfeft  obedi- 
ce  tlic  promt  in  g  ranse  of  eternal  life;  see  thatoolii* 
ifr  hand  you  du  uot  leau  to  the  Antlcomiaii  error. 
lidi,  ntider  pretence  of  exaltlug  Cliriat.  spcakscon- 
iiptnouety  of  obedience,  and  '  makes  void  the  hlir 
roni;h  a  faith  that  doea  ml  wiirk  by  love.'  As  then 
but  a  step  bclweeu  hieli  Arminianisin  and  »elf- 
rhteoDsoei's,  so  there  U  hnC  one  between  high  Cal- 
lii^ni  and  AatiiioiDiaiiisiii.  1  char^  yon  to  tihnn 
th,  especially  the  latter. 

"  Yon  know,  by  sad  esperience,  thai  at  lliis  time  wf 
ind  particularly  ia  danger  of  splitting  upon  the  Anti- 
miaD  rock.  Many  smatlerers  iu  Chrii'tian  esperietice 
k  vffiiriihed  laleatioH  ia  Chrhl,  or  boast  of  brin^  im 
srate  of  jusiifiration  and  Htnclificatiou,  while  tber 
uw  little  of  tbemielres  and  less  of  Christ.  Th«1r 
lole  behaviour  testifies,  that  their  hearts  lU'e  void  of 
iDible  loie,  aud  full  of  carnal  eonfidenea.  They  try, 
trd !  Lord!,  with  a 3  mnch  BBSBranee  and  as  litda 
;ht,  as  the  fooliih  rirgius.  They  pass  for  sweet Chrii- 
tiH,  dear  ehildren  of  God,  and  good  believei^ ;  but 
;ir  secret  reserves  evidence  them  m  he  only  BUth 
llevcni  as  Simon  Magus,  Ananias  and  Sappliira. 
"  Some,  with  Diolrephea,  '  love  to  have  the  pre- 
liiience,  and  prate  mnlidons  words,' and,  not  content 
trewitli, '  they  donotlhemseires  receive  Che  brKhren, 
a  forbid  them  that  would,'  aud  even  cant  them  out  ot 
E  cfatirch  as  heretics.  Some  have  '  lorsabcn  the  right 
ij.  Slid  are  gone  astray,  following  tlienay  of  Balaam, 
w  loved  the  wages  of  nu righteousness ;  they  are  welb 
uioot  water,  clouds  without  rain,  and  trees  without 
lit ;'  With  Judas  ihcy  tiy  to  '  load  (heniselvcs  with 
«k  clay,' endearonr  to  ■  laj  up  treasures  on  earth,  and 
Ae  provision  for  the  Hesh  to  falsi  thelnsia  thereof.' 
OMjWltU  the  inceslnuus  Coiinthinn,  are  iedcaptlvs 
I  fltnhljr  lasl«,  aud  fall  into  [be  greatest  euonnide*. 
MTiiirtth  the  lanipiage  of  the  :Ln'akened  pabllcan  ia 
pir  iDoaths,  are  fast  asleep  in  ibeii-  spirits ;  you  hni 
Evipeak  oTthe  cnrruptions  of  their  liei'rta,\ftii^ 


» 


unaiTreU'd  aod  airy  ■  nianucr,  ax  if  ihrj  lalked  of  free- 
kltB  upon  their  lacei.  Ii  icems,  they  niu  Jown  thdt 
finTnluatDrCiOnl)  toapologlse  for  ilieir  sinful  practiwsi 
or  ID  appvai  great  proAcieutt  in  lelf-knoirlcdge,  and 
ttRre  the  pnute  doe  lo  genuine  humilily. 

"Ulbrrf,  quietly  tetiledon  ibe  Ices  uf  the  Laodkcu 
itate,  by  ibe  whole  unor  of  their  life  eay,  '  Ihe<r  aM 
rich  and  iiicrcaseit  in  good b,- and  have  need  iif  uoihing;' 
Dttcr  BUaogei*  to  '  hunger  aud  thirst  fttter  ri^bleoBt? 
neu,'  ihejoercr  imporiuuatcly  beg,  nerer  wreMle  batd 
for  (lie  hidden  maiiDai  On  the  coainiry,  iLejdng  • 
rt^Hiem  to  their  poor  dead  souIh,  and  say,  'Soul,  lake 
thine  aum,  thou  hait  goods  laid  up  (iu  Clirut)  Ibr  mani 
JTHTiiyea,  for  erer  aud  ever;'  aud  thus,  like  Demsii 
the;  go  Ou  tallung  of  Christ  and  beareu,  but  lovlut 
dieir  ease,  and  eujoyiog  this  present  wuild. 

"  Yet  mauy  of  these,  lUcc  Herod,  hear  and  coteitain 
v»  ghidly  i  but,  like  him  nlio,  they  keep  their  belwed  , 
lin,  plead! ug  for  it  as  a  right  eye,  aud  r.aviug  U  oat 
right  hand.  To  ibis  day  tbdr  bosom  corruplioo  la  ut* 
only  alire,  but  Indulged  ;  their  tieaeberuus  Delilah  it  < 
bugged  i  lUid  their  spiritual  'i^sBg  walka  delicalclj,' 
and  boasts  tliaC'the  bitteraessuf  death  Lh  past,*  and  he  . 
shall  never  be  '  Lewed  lu  pieces  before  the  Lord :'  Nay^ 
to  dare  eo  much  as  lo  talk  of  iiie  dging  before  the  body, 
becomes  almost  an  unpardonable  crime. 

"Forms  aud  fair  fhows  of  godliness  dtrelre  ua 
Many,  whom  our  Lord  might  well  eumpare  to  *  whited 
Kpulchreii,'  look  like  augcb  of  tight  when  they  are 
atuiwd,  aud  prove  tormenciDg  fiends  at  home.  We  set 
them  wuep  under  seruions  ;  we  heai'  them  pta;  aal 
■ing  with  the  lougueu  of  men  and  angelsj  ihey  even 
profess  the  faith  that  remoics  mouulalus ;  Olid  yet,  bj 
and  by  we  discover,  tliey  stumble  at  every  mole-hiil^ 
every  tiifling  templatiuu  throws  tbem  Into  pcevishnesi^ 
frelfultiess.  Impatience,  iQ-humour,  ili:couteut,  anger^ 
~  MmHtimes  into  lond  paision. 
lUlatite  dmiea  are  by  many  grossly  iieglccledi, 
ibauds  alight  llicir  wives,  or  wives  neglect  an* 
their  husbands:  Chihlreo  are  spoiled,  pareult 

; ^_j 
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ilisteyarded,  anii  niBBteri  diaobeycd :  Vea,  ito  luany  ave 
the  complamts  agaiust  »tTvaat!<  girofessiuK  godlineio, 
iiu  arcouat  of  ihtir  unfii,itbfuluc6S,  iudoleiice,  pert  au- 
ivteiiug  agaiu,  TuFgetfultieas  of  tlicir  menial  coadttion, 
or  inlulent  e^ipectadone,  tliat  some  aerioiu  jiErloui 
prefer  those  wbo  have  no  kunwledgo  of  the  crutli,  lu 
those  who  make  a  high  profensiun  of  i(. 

"Knowltdge  is  curtaiuly  increaieili  'mauy  run  tu 
and  fru'  after  it,  bat  it  is  seldom  espeiimeiilalj  the 
power  of  God  is  freqneutly  talked  of,  but  rarely  felt, 
aad  too  often  eried  down  under  the  despicable  name  of 
frame)  tmd/eelingi.  Numbers  leek,  by  hearing  arari- 
ely  of  gospel  mlniaten,  teading  all  the  religions  boots 
that  are  published,  leamiug  the  best  Innen  to  onr 
hymns,  disputing  on  coutroverted  points  of  doctrine, 
telling  or  hearing  churcb-neni,  and  listemug  to,  or 
retailing,  spiritual  acandal.  But,  alas  !  few  ilrlne  in 
pangs  of  heart- fell  coDi'ictioas  ;  few  '  deny  themselret 
and  take  up  their'  cross  daily  ;'  few  *  take  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  by  lAe  holy  violence'  of  wieatUug  faith,  and 
agonizing  prayer  ;  few  J^e.and  fewer  live  io,' the  king- 
dom of  GikI,  which  is  rlgbieoujiiess,  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost.'  In  a  word,  many  say,  '  Lo !  Christ  i* 
here;aud,lo!  he  is  there;' but  few  cou  cousisteatly 
witness  that  ■  the  kiugdum  of  heaven  is  within  them.' 
"  Many  assert  that  'the  ckilhiiiguflbekiuj'Mdaiigh- 
ler  is  of  wrought  gold ;'  iiut  few,  very  few  experience 
ibat  she  is'  all  glo  lions  wllbin  ;'  and  itiu  vrell,  if  many 
jrcnotbuldeuoDgbtomdniaialhatslicis  aU/uao/ 
carrupliom.    With  more  troth  than  ever  we  may  »»Ji 


"  The  consequences  oftbis  high,  and  yet  lifeless,  pro- 
feuiou,  arc  as  evident  ae  tbey  are  deplorable.  ^elGsb 
iAene,  siiiister  designs,  inveterate  pi-ejndice,  pitiful 
~"^    ry,|jarly.3pint,self-sutlideu(7,coiittm[]t  of  others. 
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envy,  jealoQsy,  making  men  qflmderi /bra  word, — ^pos- 
sibly a  iicriptaral  word  too,  taking  advantage  of  each 
otber'8  infirmities,  magnifying  innocent  mistakes,  pot- 
flog  the  worst  constmctioii  upon  each  other's  words 
and  actions,  (Use  accusstlons,  backbiting,  malice,  re- 
▼eage,  persecntloiis,  and  a  bondred  snch  erils,  prevail 
among  religioop  people,  to  the  great  astpnishment  of 
the  children  of  tlie  world,  and  the  unspeakable  gikf  of 
the  true  Israelites  that  yet  remain  among  os. 

"  But  this  is  not  all.  Some  of  our  hearers  do  not 
eiren  keep  to  the  great  outUnes  of  Heathen  morality : 
Not  satisfied  practically  to  reject  Christ's  dedaration, 
that  *  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive/  tey 
proceed  to  that  pitch  of  covetonsness  and  daring  injos* 
tioe,  as  not  to  pay  their  just  del>t8 ;  yea,  and  to  cheat, 
and  to  extort,  whenever  ihej  have  a  fiiir  opportunity. 
How  few  of  our  Societies  are  there  where  this,  or  some 
other  evil,  has  not  broken  out,  and  g^ven  such  shakes 
Id  tiieark  of  the  gospel,  that  had  not  the  Lord  wonder- 
fully interposed,  it  must  long  ago  have  been  overset ! 
And  yon  know  how  to  this  day  the  name  and  truth  of 
Ood  arc  openly  blasphemed  among  the  baptized  Hea- 
thens, through  the  Antinomiau  lives  of  many,  who '  say 
'  they  are  Jews  when  they  are  not,  but  bg  their  works 
declare  they  are  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan.'  At  your 
peril,  therefore,  my  brethren,  countenance  them  not:  I 
know  you  would  not  do  it  designedly,  but  you  may  do 
it  unawares ;  therefore, '  take  heed,' — more  than  ever 
*  take  heed  to  your  doctrine.'  Let  it  be  scripturally 
evangelical :  Give  not  the  children's  bread  unto  dogs : 
Comfort  not  people  that  do  not  mourn.  When  you 
should  give  emetics  do  not  admiuisjter  cordials,  and  by 
that  means  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  slothful  and 
unprofitable  servant.  I  repeat  it  once  more,  warp  not 
to  Antinomianism,  and  in  order  to  this,  Take  keed,  O  ! 
Take  heed  to  your  doctrine" 

Surely,  Sir,  thereis  no  harm  in  this  word  of  exhorta- 
tion ;  it  is  scriptural,  and  Mr.  W.'s  pen  cannot  make  it 
heretical.    Take  we  then  heed  to  the  design  of  the 
directions  which  follow : 
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It  U  evidrut,  iliat.  In  vider  to  kee|>  hiB  fellovr- 
labaurcri  clear  frnin  AD(lnoiiiiauii(iii,  lie  directs  tJieni, 
First,  Not  to  lean  too  mvcA  toKUrdi  CaliiiaUmi  aud 
Sbcondlv,  Notio lalk  0/ a  jutlified and laoctified  ttate 
so  uu>;iiarded)j  as  ^oiue,  eveii  Anuiuians  do ;  which 
tendt  to  laielead  men,  and  relax  their  watchful  atten- 
IJOD  (□  tlirir  Internal  aud  exleiaal  works,  (hat  is,  to 
the  tchnlt  of  their  iiticard  tempert  aud  oulmard  be- 
haviour.   See  No.  8, 

He  produces  three  particulars,  wliereiu  he  thinks  that 
both  he  and  his  assistaiita  111  the  Lord's  vineyard  have 
leaned  too  mach  towards  Calviu ism,  each  of  which  has 
a  natural  and  Bimiig  teudency  to  coonteuaiice  the  Antj- 
□omiaii  delusiou.^Thc  Finsr :  BeiuK  afraid  or  aahani- 
fd  to  maintiiin,  that  eveiy  man  hi  /ail/ffallg  to  eiopkiy 
his  every  latent ;  (honzh  oor  Lord  himself  gncs  so  hr 
in  maintaining  this  doetrine,  as  tu  declare  that  '  if  a 
man  be  nut  faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mamman,  God 
will  not  give  him  the  true  riches.' — 'I1ie  Second  ;  Being 
afraid  to  use  the  expression,  mortiKg  Jbr  life  1  allhougb 
oar  Lord,  who  must  be  allowed  perfectly  (0  understand 
his  own  gospel,  uses  it  himself. — Aud  the  'rHiRt>: 
Granting  without  proper  distinction,  that  a  uibum  todo 
nothing  in  order  lo  fuili/lealion,  "than  which,"  says 
he,  "  nothing  can  be  more  falt« ;"  a^  conniun  sense 
dictates,  that  a  rebel  mast  lay  down  hit  arms  before  hf 
can  receit-e  a  pardun  from  hta  prince. 

Tills  being  premised,  Mr.  W.  iniilen  his  fellow- 
tabonreri<  lo  reviea  tht  lehole  affair  1  and  while  he  does 
it,  be  saps  the  foundations  of  tbc  Babels  bnili  bythose 
who  call  Christ,  '  Lord  '.  Lord  '.,'  without  departing 
from  iniquity.  IVHo  among  Christians,  sayK  he,  it  note 
accepted  of  Gnd  f  Not  he,  (hat,  like  Hynencns,  ^r- 
merlg  believed,  aud  '  concerning  faiih  hath  noiv  made 
shipwreck  ;'  Nor  he,  that,  like  Simou  Magaa,  acCaally 
believes  with  a  speeQlaIivE,AulinDmian  faith;  but  "  he 
(hat  now  belietes  in  Chrint  with  a  loving  and  obedient 
heart,"  or,  as  our  l.Ard  and  St.  Paul  express  it,  he  whose 
'  biih  works  by  love,  and  whose  love  keeps  God's  com- 
uiandmeuti,' Tl.is  must  at  once  ovcrtlirow  the  otcIsD- 
s-  i.  3 


^OH  of  lliosc  wlioie  reigned  feith,  ioslfad  of  prodw^n; 
>  change  in  Ihclr  hearu,  only  nddi  po^itlrcness  lo  thdr 

'  -Mf-conceit,  binemess  lo  their  baj  tempers,  and  pcr- 
1iq)«  llcentloiiiinesa  to  tbrir  worldly  lives. 

Stilt  rarryiDZ  nn  his  polul,  heubterres  next,  to  the 
llmne  of  loose  ChriBUani,  that  nutit  are  atetplml  i^ 
God  evm  amcini  the  Heathrus,  bat  those  that  fear  him 
mid  aerk  righleoutnru.  Nor  is  this  ob^rvaiion  im- 
proper, [yon,  Sir,  being  judge,)  for  you  tell  os  in  yoitr 
flfth  Sermon,  pageB4,t  that  "Comelinii  wana  man  of 
lin^lar  proMiy,  hnnianlty,  mid  morality ;  and  that  a 
flew  of  hin  eharacler  may  perhaps  convlnFe  Mme,  who 
consider  theDiielres  as  ChriBtiimt,  liow  far  short  tiiey 
are  even  nf  liin  imperfect  rlghleonsneas." 

This  leads  him,  No.  4,  to  touch  upon  an  important 
objection,  that  ivlll  naturally  occnr  to  the  mind  ofsPm- 
tettaiit ;  and  he  answers  it  by  standing ybr  the  neeatltf 
o/anrltii,  as  firmiy  a«  he  does  apyut  their  mtrit  fa 
pnini  of  lah'otitm;  llins  rnlting  down,  with  one  tralj 
evBDgelical  sti'obe,  the  airogaiicy  of  9elf-r1gbtet>ni  Pa- 
pists, atid  the  delusion  of  llceiilions  Proteslantn.  And' 
lest  Aatiuumimii  should,  from  the  Prole^iant  doctrlnt' 
"ihat  good  woi'ks  bare  absolutely  no  merit  in  point  of 
Ulvatiou,"  tnke  iicrasiou  lo  stight  ihi-m  Oiat  live  In  ein, 
lie  very  properly  olMcrves,  No,  6,  that  belieTeri  shall b^ 

\    rtieariled  in  hfareii,  and  are  even  often  rewarded  on 

I  Mrth,  became  0/  their  vrorif,  and  ocew4lng  lo  Mtir 
vortt,  which,  he  npprehends,  does  not  so  widelydiS^ 
ftom  Mcwntfum  merila  openim,  as  ProletuiutB,  in  At 
heat  of  their  coDten lions  with  tbe  Papists,  hare  been  afit 
tOGOUdadl!.  No,  7,  he  starts  another  objection,  wbldl 
Antinomlaiia  will  naturally  make  to  St,  Peter's  dec]** 

,   vatioD,  that  God  aceepta  tbojje  '  who  fear  him  and  woA 

h  atghleousness.' 

r  And  now,  Hon.  Sii',  reserving  for  another  place  tb« 

Moidderatlou  of  his  answer,  let  me  appeal  to  your  caii- 

nr.    From  the  general  lenoruf  thesepropositinns.  It 

ideut,  that  Mr,  W.  (who is  now  among gospel- 

hBlnlsters,  what  St.  James  formerly  wns  among  the  disd- 


files,  and  Mr.  Uaxter  among  the  Porllan  diciiics,  that  1«, 
llie  person  pKnliarly  cowmlflsloned  by  Ibe  Bisllftp  (if 
itouls,  to  defend  (he  goapel  agaiust  Uie  encroaclirocnts 
of  Antinoniiaiis,!  alms  at  iWmmiog  the  torrent  of  Iheir 
delQsiona,  and  not  at  all  at ".  iuiuring;  the  fondBtuenUil 
prineiples  of  Cbristianity,"  or  brliigin?  "  a  dreadfii! 
heresy  into  the  church." 

You  way  reply,  that  yon  do  not  so  mnch  eonsiilet 
what  he  aimi  ni  doing,  as  what  he  Iiat  actually  dune. 
Nay,  Sir,  the  iiiteniiou  ia  svhal  a  candid  jndge,  (mncli 
more  a  loving  brother,)  should  particularly  conaide.-.  If 
aiming  to  (.ill  a  wild  beast,  that  attacks  my  fiirnd,  I 
unfurtnualely  stab  him,  it  ia  a  "  melancholy  accident ;" 
hat  he  wrnngi  me  mucb,  who  repreienti  it  as  a  "  dread- 
ful harbariiy."  In  like  manner,  if  Mr.  W.  has 
Qtihapprly  wounded  the  truth,  in  altemptiug  to  sivc 
Ihewolf  In  sheep's  clothing  a  killing  Ktroke,  his  lais* 
lake  should  rather  be  called  "  well-meant  legality" 
than  drmid/Hl  /tereij/. 

You  posHbly  rcplj,  "  I^ct  any  one  look  at  Uicbg 
Minnies,  and  aay,  whether  all  the  nuawakeued  dergy  in 
the  land  would  not  approve  and  ri'oelve  them."  And 
what,  if  they  did?  Wonhl  the  propositions  be  the  worse, 
barely  for  (his?  Is  nothing  i;ojpd,  but  what  dlrcetly 
shocks  common  sense?  And  is  the  Apostles'  Cr^Pd 
dreadfully  heretical,  because  all  the  carnal  clergy  of  the 
cbnrch  of  England,  yea,  and  of  the  ehnrch  of  Rome^ 
receive  It  ?  At  this  striinge  rate,  wo  must  give  up  the 
Bible  itself,  fur  all  the  SucinlsDs  receive  it.  Ashamed  of 
taking  further  aolicc  ul  an  argamcnt  by  which  every 
[^pist  might  attack  the  reasonHble  siruplicity  of  our 
communiDu-Kcrvice,  and  defend  the  groBS  nbsiirdiiy  of 
trausuhstantiatioii,  1  cuine  to  an  objection  of  grcaiet 
weight ; 

"  Mr.  W.  contradicts  himself.  He  had  hitherto 
"  preached  salvniiou  hy  faith,  and  now  lie  talks  of  lal- 
••  Bdlion  by  leorks,  at  a  coadiliott:  He  has  a  tbouMnd 
"  times  offered  a  free  pardon  to  the  worst  of  sinners, 
"  nnd  now  he  has  the  luaurancc  Hi  declare,  that  a  mon 
"  ii  to  do  toiaelhing  in  order  to  Jvtlificnlion.    Where 
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will  you  •*  find  8urh  inconsisteucics  ?" — Where!  In  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  and  especially  in  the  epi&tles 
of  the  great  preacher  of  free  jastification,  aud  salFation 
by  faith.  There  you  will  tee  many  ^och  seeming  incoo- 
tif tendes  as  these  i-^Etemal  Uf€  is  the  gift  of  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Chrisi :  *  Charge  the  rich  to  lay 
np  io  store  for  themselves  a  good  foandation,  that  they 
may  lay  hold  ou  eternal  life  :  We  are  temperate,  to  ob- 
tain au  incorruptible  crown/ — By  grace  jfe  are  saved 
through  faith  ^  Ma  so  doing  thoa  <shalt  save  thyself.  Work 
out  your  own  salvation.* — We  are  not  sujfMent  of  our^ 
selves  to  thinh  any  thing  as  of  ourselves :  *  The  Gen- 
tiles do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law.' — 
God  just^th  the  ungodly  and  him  that  worketh  not: 

*  He  shall  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works, 
even  eternal  life  to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in 
well-doing,  seek  for  glory.' — God  forkid  that  I  should 
glorp  in  any  thing,  save  in  the  cross  of  Christ :  <  As 
the  truth  of  God  is  in  me,  no  man  shall  stop  me  of  this 
glorying,'  that  I  have  kept  myself  from  being  burden- 
some.— lam  the  chief  of  sinners :  *  1  have  lived  in  all 
good  conscience  before  God,  until  this  day.' — ff^e  rejoice 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  rto  confidence  in  the  flesh : 

*  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience, 
that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity  we  have  had  our 
conversation  in  tlie  world.'—Not  by  works  of  righteous- 
ness that  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he 
saved  us :    Not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast ; 

for  if  it  be  of  woi^s,  then  it  is  no  more  grace,  others 
wise  wor,k  is  no  more  work  :  *  I  keep  under  my  body,  lest 
I  myself  .should  be  a  cast-away :  Be  not  deceived ;  what- 
soever a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap  :  He  that 
soweth  little,  shall  reap  little ;  he  that  soweth  to  the 
spirit,  shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life  everlasting.' — /  am 
persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  neither  things 
present  nor  things  to  come,  SfC.  shall  be  able  to  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus : 
lliose  that  foil  away  '  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son  of 
God  afresh,  and  put  him  to  an  open  shame :  For  the  earth 
irhich  bearetb  thorns  and  briars  is  rejected,  and  is  nigh 


Huln  curaiiig,  wliose  end  is  tu  be  bnrued.  Some  of  thti 
braochta  were  broken  off  bf  Dnbelief,  ttuiu  slaiidest  l^ 
faitb  ;  be  aotl%li-miiided,  butfear;  coulioneln  God's 
goodness,  otherwise  Ebuu  also  ebalt  be  cut  off.' 

Now,  Sir,  permit  me  to  beg  jou  would  lay  yonr  batfd. 
upon  your  beurt,  and  fay,  wbether  malicious  inliileJs 
bare  nut  a  fairer  Hhon  of  reason  lo  raise  wicked  men 
ugainstSt.  Paul,  than  you  have  lo  raise  good  men  against 
.Mr.  W.  ?  Aud  whether  »  grmia  of  the  candoar  with 
which  yoo  would  reconcile  the  teemiitg  5  coniraSlction* 
of  the  great  apusUe,  would  not  be  more  Ibau  ^utSctenc 
to  recoueile  tlie  aeeming  iDcouaistenciea  of  the  great 
tniuUler  whom  you  have  so  warmly  attacked  ? 

Some  peraona  iudeed  complain  aloud,  that  "  Mr.  W. 
in  his  new  scheme  of  ^vatioii  by  works,  as  a  condition, 
fairly  renonncca  Christ's  blood  njid  righteonsuess."  I 
yrant  that  the  words  "  blood  aud  righieonsDes,!"  are  not 
fouud  in  the  Minutes,  but  "  acceptance  by  believing  ill 
Cliriat"  is  found  there  i  audhemuat  bearavHleriudceit 
wliirasserts,  (hat  he  means  a  Chri:<t  vritbuutblood,  uia 
Cbri:<C  without  righteodsnes  I.  Besides,  when  he  cuts  off 
/An  merifo/uiDntjfroro  having  any  share  in  our  salvation, 
far  from  forgetting  (he  laeritoriuus  life  and  dea(h  of  the 
Redeemer,  he  elTeL'tually  guards  them,  and  Ibe  Protest- 
ant ark,  sprinkled  with  the  atouiug  blood,  from  the  rash 
touches  of  all  merit-inoQgerji.f  Add  to  this,  that  Mr. 
W.  has  EulBL-ieiitly  declared  his  faith  in  (he  atonement, 
inlhoasaudsof  sennODs  and  hynm^,  Eome  of  which  ara. 
rondnually  aaiig  both  by  hiia  and  the  real  Pretettantt, 
so  that  'out  of  (heir  own  mouth'  their  groundless 
charge  may  be  refuted. 

Again,  the  docuine  of  the  atonement  liad  been  fnlly 
discussed  in  former  Coiiferenee»  aud  Minute:*,  and  Mr. 
W.  is  loo  meihodicEl  lo  hriny  the  same  thing  over  and 


I 
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over  again  ;  Dor  b  it  reatonable  to  expect,  it  nhnuld  be 
fccoliarlyiniiated  opouiDik  charge  agaianAmiDomians, 
irbo  ralber  abuse  than  cleny  it.  Oure  more,  Mr.  W.'t 
extncl  of  the  Miantcs  ii  a  raemorandam  of  what  WM 
nidlathelattcr)rart  of  a  CoafcrenceiOrcoDvenation; 
and  DO  nnptejodicrd  prrsiun  will  maiutala,  tliat  Oom 
irbo  do  BUL  cxpretsl)'  uieMiou  ibe  atouemeul  in  eietf 
eonvtrtstlon  do  scnally  rraoann  it. 

1*0  conclude.  If  the  Anihor  of  Ihe  Minuiea  had  ad- 
nuced  Ibr  fbllnwiag  propo>itJoni  which  yoD  hare  drop- 
ped in  your  Second  ijemion,  you  migfat  have  had  mhd* 
reason  to  tiupect  hii  not  doing  the  atuuemaut  Juitice; 
(page  36.}  "Christ  only  did  that  to  liie  Imuau  nature, 
which  Adam  (had  he  itood  npri^^ht)  wonld  have  done." 
What !  Sir,  would  Adam  have  died  for  his  posteritj',  or 
did  not  Cbrist  die  for  iheni  ?  Vuu  add,  "  See  the  tnw 
maon  of  hie  death ;  thai  he  might  anbdne  the  earlhlf 
life  ill  «i«ry  sense." — And  page  45,  ■>  He  certainl;  Hei 
(or  no  otiier  end,  hut  that  we  might  receive  the  B|ririt  • 
uf  boliue«ii."  Mr,  W.  is  iifa  very  different  seotiment, 
liir  i  for,  (loar  heretic  !,  he  beiieres  with  the.  Pat^Bl*, 
(list "  Christ  died  to  niaiie  an  atonement  for  ns  ^"  and 
wiHi  SI.  John,  tliai  ■  he  is  the  propitiation  for  oHr  tina, 
■nd  for  the  sius  of  Uie  whole  world.'  NeverthclesR  be 
will  not  C17  oot,  Drea4fit  herns  !>  though  he  will  , 
jirobably  thinli,  tbal  yoa  were  ones  a  little  too  deeply 
in  Mr.  Law's  sentiments.  Leaving  you  to  think  with 
Imw  much  juNliee  I  might  deficant  here  upon  lliis  lina 
of  the  satiric  pnet, 
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We  have  seen  how  exceedinBly  commendable  was 
Mr.  W.'s  dfsign  id  wriliug  ivhat  fim  have  extiacied 
from  his  last  Minutes  I  and  how  &r  ^m  being  unan- 
swerable are  the  general  objections,  which  some  har* 
luDTed  Rfiuinsc  them.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  a  candid 
iaijoiry  futothetrue meaniiigof the proiiosidous.  They 
are  thus  prefiiced  : 

"We  said  in  1744,  Wt  hace  leaned  loo  much  toumrd 
CalviHiim.    Wherein  ?" 

Tbissiogle  sentence  ia  enough,  I  grant,  to  make  some 
persons  account  Air.  W.  an  lieietic.  He  is  not  a  Calrin- 
ist !  Aiid  whiit  is  Etil!  molt  dreadful,  he  has  the  assur- 
ance to  say,  that  be  has  feantd  too  muck  Imcardi  CoMh- 
Um!  Tbis  will  sound  like  a  donble  heresy  in  their  ears; 
but  not  in  your'a.  Sir,  who  seem  to  carry  your  And-Cal- 
viuistical  notinns  farther  than  Mr.  W.  hImMlf.  H« 
never  spoke  more  clearly  to  the  point  of  free  grace  Ihui 
you  do,  page  85,  of  yonr  Sermons :  "  God,"  say  you, 
"  never  left  liimself  witliout  tvitnesf,  not  only  front  the 
"  visible  things  of  the  creation,  but  likewise  from  the 
"  inward  witness,  a  spiritual  seed  of  light  sown  in  tlia 
"  Bonl  of  erei^  son  of  mna,  Jew,  Turk,  or  Pagan,  a.* 
"  well  as  Christians,  whose  kindly  snsdtalions  whoever 
"  follows,  will  gladly  perceive  increasing  gleams  still 
"  leading  farther  on  to  nearer  and  far  blighter  advances, 
"  till  at  length  a  foil  and  perfect  day  bursts  fiirlh  upon 
"  his  ravished  eyej." — In  (his  single  sentence.  Sir,  you 
bear  the  noblest  testimony  to  all  the  doctrines  in  which 
Mr.  W.  dissents  from  the  Calviniels  :  Yon  begin  with 
GBNBEt*L  Rf.ubhption,  ooA  sud  with  Pbrfection  ;  ■ 
or,  to  nse  your  own  expression,  you  fullow  him  "  from 
the  spiritual  seed  of  light  In  a  Turk,"  quite  to  the  "  foil    ■■ 
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and  pcrfict  day,  bursting  forth  upon  the  ravished  eyes 
of  the  J'agan  who  follows  the  kindly  suscitations"  of 
diiine  grace. 

And  far  frum  making  man  a  mere  machine,  you  tell 
ON,  page  140,  **  It  ib  trne  that  faith  is  the  gift  of  God, 
but  the  exertion  of  that  faith,  when  once  gi^en,  lietb 
in  our$ehe9" — Mr.  W.  grants  it.  Sir  ;  but  permit  me 
to  tell  yon,  that  the  word  ourseloet  being  printed  in 
Italics,  seems  to  convey  rather,  more  Anti-Calvinbm 
than  he  holdn :  For  he  is  persnadcd  that  we  cannot  exert 
faith  without  a  continual  inflaence  of  the  same  divine 
power  that  produced  it;  it  being  evident,  upon  the  Gos- 
pel plan,  that '  without  Christ  we  can  do  nothing/  From 
these  and  tlie  like  passage6  in  your  Sermons,  I  conclude, 
Sir,  that  your  charge  of  dread/iil  heresy  does  not  rest 
ppon  these  words,  '*  We  have  leaned  too  much  towards 
Calvinism."  Pass  we  then  to  the  next,  in  which  Mr. 
W.  begius  to  shew  wherein  he  has  consented  too  much 
to  the  Calvinists. 

^'  I.  With  regard  to  man's  faithfulness.  Our  Lord 
himself  taught  us  to  use  the  expression.  And  we 
ought  never  to  be  ashamed  of  it  We  ought  steadily  to 
ussert,  on  his  authority,  that  if  a  man  '  is  not  faithful 
in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  God  will  not  give  him  the 
true  riches/  *' 

■  Now,  where  does  the  heresy  lie  here  ?  Is  it  in  the 
word  man's  faithfulness  ?  Is  there  so  much  faithful^ 
f^s  to  God  and  man  among  professors,  that  he  must  be 
apposed  by  all  good  men  who  dares  to  use  the  bare  word  ? 
•Do  .real  Protestants  acconut  **  mau'd  faithfulness"  a 
grace  of  supererogation,  and  quoting  scripture  an  heresy.^ 
Or  do  they  slight  what  onr  Lord  recommends  in  the 
plainest  terras,  and  will  one  day  reward  in  the  most 
l^orious  manner  ?  If  not,  why  are  they  going  to  enter 
a  protest  against  Mr;  W.  because  he  is  '  not  ashamed  of 
Christ  and  his  words  before  an  evil  and  adulterous  ge- 
neration,' and  will  not  *•  keep  back'  from  his  inunense 
flock  any  part  of  *  the  counsel  of  God,* — much  less  a 
piil't  that  so  m^ny  professors  overlook,  while  some  arQc 
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daring  enough  to  lampoon  it,  and  others  wicked  enongli 
to  trample  it  under  foot  ? 

O,  Sir,  if  Mr,  W.  is  to  tte  east  out  of  your  sjuagogoe 
unless  he  formatig  recant  the  pasaa^  lie  has  quoted, 
aod  which  he  sajs  "  we  are  not  to  be  ashamed  of;" 
what  will  jou  dn  to  the  Son  of  Ood,  who  spoke  it ' 
What  to  St.  Lake  who  wrote  it?  And  what  lo  good 
Mr.  Henry,  who  thus  comments  npoa  it  ?  "  If  we  do 
tightnflc  of  the  gifts  of  God's  pro uidenee, 
'e  expect  from  him  those  present  aod  fn- 
>rts  which  arc  the  gifts  of  his  spiritoal 
"grace?  Onr  Savionr  here  coni]>aie,i  these;  aud 
"  shews,  that  though  our  faithful  use  of  the  things  of 
'  this  world  cannot  be  thought  to  merit  any  favanr  at 
"  the  hand  of  God,  yet  our  an  faithfulness  in  the  nse  of 
''  thcni  may  be  justly  reckoned  a/ni/Bi/ure  of  that  grace 
''  which  is  necessary  lo  briitg  ds  tu  glory.  And  that  is 
''  it  nhich  our  Saviour  shews,  Luke  xvi.  10,11,  12. 
'  He  that  is  unjust,  vn/aUh/al,  in  the  least ;  is  unjust, 
'  unfaithful  alfo  in  muc/i.  Tlie  richer  of  thiii  world 
e  the  Ifjat  grace  and  glory  are  the  greater.  Now, 
'  if  we  be  unfaithful  in  the  less,  if  we  nse  ihe  thlni^ 
"  of  this  world  to  other  parposes  than  those  lowhicii 
"  they  were  given  uk,  it  may  justly  be  feared  we  shall 
'a  the  gifts  of  God's  grace,  th^t  we  will  receive 
"  them  also  in  vain,  and  therefore  they  will  be  denied 
He  that  is  faithftil  In  that  which  ii  le^si,  is 
"  faitliful  also  in  mnch.  He  that  serves  Gud,  and  does 
"  good  with  his  money,  will  sen'c  God  and  do  good 
"  with  the  more  uoble  aud  valuable  taleuta  of  wisdom 
"  and  grace,  and  spiritual  gxSts,  and  Ihe  eanieatE  of 
"  lieaven  :  But  he  that  buries  the  one  talent  of  this 
"  world's  wealth,  will  never  iiiiprove  the  live  talents 
"  of  spiritual  riches." 

Thus  Bjieaks  the  honest  com  men  tator :  And,  whoever 
charges  him  tvilh  legality  or  heresy  therein,  1  mast 
express  my  approhalioD  by  a  shoot  of  applause.  Hail 
Heory  !  Hail  Wesley  !  Ve  faithful  servants  of  the 
most  high  God  :  Stand  it  out  against  an  An ti no m Ian 
^4rarld  \     Hail,  ye  followers  of  the  despised  Galilean  1 


Von  '  amkn  bim  and  hit  wordi  bcrore  a  perftne 
tcnerailou.  he  hIII  coufi^ii  joa  hefoi'e  bU  Father  ioi 
hit  suftelt.'  Let  uui  Lhe  scuffs,  lei  iiut  tlie  acctuatioiu, . 
ercn  uf  good  people,  led  by  ibe  leiupler  appeaiiog  M 
M  augel  of  liglit,  loake  yoa  girt  up  cue  joi  or  tittle  of 
jogr  Ixird'a  go«pel.  'lliougb  thou^auiU  ahould  combine 
to  bruid  you  as  Lcgaliiu,  PapisD,  Hercl^ni,  aad  Anti- 
chriKx,  auud  lloot:  Scripture,  coDidcnce,  imd'JesBl 
are  on  your  side  :  '  it«  not  afnud  of  their  terror,  but 
taoclify  tbe  Lard  God  in  your  hestt*.'  And  vrhea  you 
*bal]  hare  occupied  ■  littk-  longer,  sod  been  a  llRk 
lEore  abused  by  your  niistakea  coDipaoions,  your  mat- 
ter wilt  coiBr  aod  God  yoa  employed  iu  ferviog  bil 
lunily,  aud  not  iu  '  bfaliag  your  fellow- servanla.' 
Aod  while  ihc  uuprofttable,  uuhithful,  qaarreUone 
•erraol  is  cast  out,  he  will  address  yuu  wilt  a  '  Welt 
doue,  good  and  faiEliful  lertaiits-!  Ye  bave  beeu  faith- 
All  over  a  few  thinlpi;  1  will  lunke  you  mler»  over 
nuay  tliioga.     Euter  into  the  joy  of  your  t^rd.' 

Excuse  the  leugth  uf  ibis  adLSi-ess :  It  dropped  from     | 
me  befon  1  was  aware,  and  is  the  fruit  of  the  joy  I  feel 
to  Bee  "  the  John  Goodwin  of  the  age,"  and  the  oracle     ' 
'  of  tbe  Ciilvinists,  so  fully  agree  to  m^nlain  the  Chria-     I 
dnuAvrBiyagalasl  the  Anlionmian  orthodoxy.  Nay,  and     <', 
you,  yoar&elf]  are  of  the  very  same  way  of  thinking.     ' 
For  you  tell  as  [page  89)  "  that  Oud  so  far  approred  of 
"  the  advaocex  Cornelias  had  made  towards  bim,"  (by     J 
praying  and  giving,  as  yoa  had  observed  before,  much      i 
alms  (u  (be  people,)  "  tioder  the  slender  light  offered 
"  him  ;  of  his  earnest  desire  of  a  still  nearer  and  more     J 
"  iutimale  ac<|niuntaace  with  bim;  and  of  the  Improve-      | 
F  "  nents  he  had.ioade  of  the  small  talent  he  had  com- 
b't^niltlcdtahim;  that  he  was  now  aljoatto  Dutrust  him 
m^  with  greater  and  far  better  treasures." 
\'   Iu  the  mouth  of  two  kuch  witnesses  as  Mr.  Henry  and 
younelf,  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine  might  be  established;  butai 
I  fear  that  some  of  onr  friend?  will  souu  look  upon  you     , 
both  as  tainted  with  his  heresy,  I  shall  prodnce  soma   ' 
plain  scriptnre-inslanceB,  to  prove,  by  the  strongest  of     ' 
1  111  nrgunienls,  mailer  of  fact,  that  man's  '  unfaithful' 


neaa  in  (he  mamnion  of  aniigbteousncsa'  is  atleudcd 
with  Ihe  worst  of  fonaequeiirea. 

Yqu  know,  Sir,  wliac  destructioD  thid  sin  bruaghl 
upon  Acban,  and  by  hi<i  means  upon  Israel :  And  yoa 
remember  how  Sanl's  avarice,  and  hla '  flying  upon  the 
spoil  of  the  Amalekilea,  cost  him  liis  iilngdom,  U^ther 
wilh  ibc  divine  blessing.  Yon  will,  perhaps,  oli)ecl 
that  "  they  forfeited  only  lemporal  mercies:"  True,  if 
they  repented ;  bnt  if  their  ein  sealed  up  ihe  hardneii 
of  their  heart,  then  they  lost  all. 

1  can,  howerer,  mention  tiro,  who  indispatably  for- 
feited both  spiritual  and  eternal  blesi^ings  :  The  one  ll 
(he  moral  young  man,  whose  (a(al  al(achment  to  wealth 
is  mentioned  iu  the  j^ospe).  '  Oo,'  said  our  Lord  to  him, 
'  »ell  all  thou  hast,  giic  to  the  poor ;  come,  follow  me, 
and  thoD  nhalt  have  treasnre  In  heaven.'  He  wtis 
un£iithfnl  in  (he  maramon  of  unrighteousness ;'  h* 
wonid  not  comply  wilh  the  proposal,  and  though*  Jesun 
loved  him,'  yet  lie  stood  firm  to  hii  word,  he  did  not 
'  giiehim  ihctrne  riches;'  The  unhappy  wretch  chose 
to  have  Ma  good  things  in  this  world,  and  so  lost  them 

'I'be  other  Instance  la  Judas  :  '  He  left  all,'  at  firal, 
'  to  follow  Jesus  {'  bnt  when  Ihe  dcril  pVuxd  him  upon 
the  high  iDou  ntain  of  temptation,  and  shewed  him  the 
horrors  of  poverty  and  the  ttlluring  wealth  of  this  world, 
covetous neas,  his  besetting  sin,  prevailed  again  ;  And, 
OS  becarricdthebiig.be  turned  thief,  and  made  a  private 
pnne.  Von  know.  Sir,  that '  the  !oce  uf  money'  proved 
to  him  '  (he  root  of  all  evil ;'  and  Hint  on  acconnl  of  hla 
'  unbithfulueas  in  Ihe  nianimon  of  uurighteousneaii,'  oar 
Lord  uot  only  did  '  nut  give  him  the  true  riches,'  but 
took  his  every  talent  from  him,  his  apo^ilesbip  OD  earth, 
and  one  of  the  twelrc  throoeB  which  he  had  promised 
him  in  common  with  the  other  disciples. 

Soipe,  1  know,  will  excuse  Jadas  by  fathering  hii 

crime  and  damnation  upon  (be  decrees  of  God.  But  we, 

who  arcnotnnmberedaoioiigrca' /'/of  Nfonff,  think  (hat 

■inners  are  repi'obated  as  they  are  elected,  that  is,  says 

I   Bt.  Pclcr, '  according  lo  the  fori'koowiedife  of  God  .■'  W« 
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I  ate  |>cr.sn:ul('d,l1iBl  because  {iiiil'a  kiiowledi:!e  i«  i 

he  fntukriuwi  future  cuiiiiiiKeuties  ;  and  we  (hi 
ihoDid  ii»ull  bulh  hia  h<iliae*9  and  his  omuUcl 
wt  did  noE  believe  that  he  could  bolh  fnreiec  and 
dut  JndM  would  be  DDlaithfol,  without  Dccn 
him  to  b«  «u,  that  the  icriplnm  mif  hi  be  fnlfiUi 
uiert,  then,  tbataa  Jeautlored  the  poor  coietoa. 
niut,  to  he  loved  his  poor  covelooi  disciple  :  F< 
he  haled  him,  be  ntuit  hare  acted  the  base  pi 
diiMmbler,  by  ahuwiug  him  for  yean  as  uinch  . 
he  did  the  other  apostlen ;  an  idea  u>o  horri 
Cliristlau  to  cntertaiu,  I  shall  not  sa;  of  '  Go 
flesh,'  but  eveu  of  a  mau  that  has  anjiaincrrityoi 
Jada-^'sdamnatioD,  therefore,  and  ihe  niiu  uf  thi 
man,  accordiog  to  the  Secood  Axiom  iu  the 
were  merely  of  themielvea,  h]r  their  unbelief  an 
b^thfiilness  in  the  mammoD  of  nnrigbteoDstieis 
*  haw  could  tbey  believe,*  Meiog  Ihey  repou 
'  tnist  la  aucertaio  Hrhes  !' 

'llin!,  Sir,  both  the  express  declaration  of  on 
aiidlhe  plaiu  histories  of  the  ECriptureiilgree  to  c 
I  lIH  this  fundameiital  principle  in  ChrisUanity,  that 

I  .^^M  God  works  upon   man,  he  expects  faithfnlue.' 

:»  man  jand  ihalKhrn  man,  as  a  moralagetit,grie 

(inenchea  the  .Spirit  that  striven  lu  uiake  him  £ 
temporal  and  cteriml  ruin  arethe  inevitable connei 
Thus,  far,  then,  the  Minutes  contain  a  gi-eat, 
gelical  truth,  and  not  a  shadow  of  heresy.  Let 
whether  the  drcadliil  sunUe  larks  under  the 

"  11.  We  have  leaned  too  much  towards  Call 
(2.)  With  regard  lo  aorkiag/or  life.  This  also  oi 
hai  expressly  commanded  us.  Labour  ('Ep/i 
literally,  a--OTk)  for  Ihe  meat  that  endureth  to  ei 
ing  life.  And  in  fact  every  believer,  till  he  cc 
glory,  works /or  as  well  as/roBJ  life." 

Here  Mr.  W.  strikes  at  a  fatal  mistake  of  all  ; 
raiaps,  many  honest  Calviolats,  and  not  a  few  w 
^rminians  iu  sentiment,  and  CalvinisCsinpractic 


these,  when  they  see  that  man  is  by  nature  drad  in  lics- 
pasae!<  and  siiis,  ][e  easy  in  tbe  mire  of  iuiqoity,  idly 
waitiug  till  by  an  irresistible  aclof  omuipolente,  God 
pulls  them  uut  without atiy  atriving  aa  tbeirpart.  Mul' 
titudes  iiacomrortablystickltrrc,aDd  will  probably  ODD- 
tinue  to  do  so,  till  they  reeeiie  aud  heartily  embrace  that 
part  of  tbe  gospel,  which  It  now,  alas!,  called  htretg. 
'Hieu  shall  these  poor  prisoners  iu  giant  Despair's  caatle, 
find  the  liey  of  (heir  dungeon  about  them,  and  perceive 
that'  the  word  is  nigh  t!ieiu,yea,  in  tiieir  mouih  atid  in 
their  Iicart;  stirring  up  ibe  gift  of  God  within  tliem, 
and  in  hope  believing  against  hope,'  they  will  happily 
'  lay  bold  on  eternal  life,  and  apprehend,'  by  tbe  couli- 
denee  of  faith,  '  him  that  has  Bppreliended  them'  by 
convictions  of  nil 

Bni  now,  in.stead  of  imitating  Lazama,  who,  tvhua  the 
Lord  had  called  hioi  and  leatored  life  to  his  putrefying 
body,  '  came  forth'  out  of  bis  graie,  though  he  was 
■hound  hand  aud  foot;'  Iheu:  misUilien  men  indolently 
wail  till  the  Lord  drags  them  out,  not  considering  that 
ii  ia  more  than  lie  has  promised  to  do.  On  the  contrary, 
he  reproves  by  his  prophet,  thoae  that 'do  not  stir  them- 
selves up  to  luy  hold  Du  him  ;'  and  dectdiug  the  point 
hioiself,  says,  '  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof:  Behold  I  will 
pour  out  my  Spiiit  upon  yon ;  iR-cause  1  called  and  ye 
refused,  I  stretched  unt  my  hands  unio  you,  aud  no 
man  regarded,  I  will  mocit  when  your  ftar  cometh,' 

Sbould  you  object,  "  that  the  case  is  not  similar,  be- 
"  cauac  the  Lord  gave  life  to  the  dead  body  of  Lazarus, 
"  whereas  our  souls  aretfeoif  in  lin  bg  nature." — I'ruc, 
Sir,  by  nature  i  hot  does  not  '  grace  reign'  to  couCrol 
nature  ?  Aud  '  b«  by  the  offence  of  one.  Judgment 
camp  apon  all  men  to  cundeinna^on  ;  even  so,  by  tlic 
lighCeousness  of  one,  is  nut  the  free  gift  come  apon  all 
men  to  jastitication  of  life  ?'  According  to  tlie  promise 
made  to  our  tirst  (larents,  and  of  course  to  all  men  then 
contained  in  their  loins,  is  not '  the  Seed  of  the  woman 
alieagt  nigh,'  both  to  reveal  and  '  braise  the  serpcut's 
bead  i'    U  not  Christ  '  the  light  of  men,— the  light 


ot  the  trotld,— come  Into  the  world  >  SfaineiH 
iu  tliGdarkncKiof  our  iiaiare,  even  when  the  di 
cmuprebendi  him  Dr>l  ■  And  U  nol  lbi>  ■  light  dl 
the  !<|>m(aa]'  lifeofmrn?'  Cnn  thi(  be  denied, 
■  Dghe  Is  CbrlM,'  and  if  ■  Christ  is  the  re«ni-r«F<' 
tlic  lifi-,'  whnrame  ihal  ■  we  might  hare  life,  t 
we  n.ifiht  have  it  more  abonilBntly  ?" 

In  this  leriplarai  view  of  free  grace,  what  i 
(here  for  the  ridiciilooi  ravil,  ihM  '"  Mr.W.  wi 
dcBit  to  work  (or  life  V  Gud,  of  hh  inHaite  n 
Jmdi  Christ,  gives  to  ^0orsiDnerii,imtQ rally  deaj 
a  Intent  of  free,  preventing,  quickeuing  gram, 
'  reproves  them  of  sId;'  and,  when  It  isfblloii 
'HtihleousnessaTid  juilgment.'   This,  which  io(! 


tscallr. 
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I'espcrt  of  persons ;  so  that  even  the  poor  Jew, 
If  he  bud  not  preferred  thcamile^ofhii  Herodia 
convincinglightof  Christ,  which  sbonelahlacona 
would  have  been  lavcd  aswell  as  John  the  Bupd 
that  poor  Heathen,  Felix,  if  hehad  nothardt^ 
heart  in  the  day  of  his  vi^ilatioD,  wontd  have  i 
experienced  that  Christ  bad  aa  much  luted  deslh  - 
ns  be  did  for  St.  Paul.  The  living  light  viiltefl 
but  they, '  not  '  working  while  it  was  day,'  or  r< 
to'cntoff  the  right  hand' which  the  LordealleS] 
at  lant  into  that '  night  wherein  no  man  can  worii 
candlestick  was  removed,  llieir  lamp  went  oat.* 
quenched  Iheir  '  smoking  flax,"  or  iu  other  wore* 
laleni  animproved  was  justly '  taken  from  them.* 
tlinngh  onceUirongb  grace  they  coald  work,  llH 
while  they  lived;  anil  m  were,  as  says  Sl  Jode,^ 
dead,'  dfad  In  Adam  by  that  sentence, '  In  tlie  d 
thoa  eatrst  thereof  thon  skalt  snrcly  die  ;'  and  d 
lhem»eltes,  bypersonaDjr  renouncing  Christ  the] 
rejecting  the  liRht  of  liis  convincing  Spirit. 

Tliis  being  premised,  1  ask,  Where  is  the  An 
this  paragraph  of  the  Mluntes  ?  Does  it  conl 
(Jitoling  a  Jilain  passage  out  of  one  of  our  Lord' 
laoiM  }     Or  in  diiring  to  pi-odnce  En  the  orlglnRi, 


llie  horrible  form  of  the  dccagrammatnn,  'Epyi^ta$t, 
that dreadfnl Ktmgrammalou,  work?  Sorely,  Sir, you 
have  ton  much  pitty  to  iniintain  the  former,  and  too 
much  good  sense  to  assert  [he  latter.  Doea  It  consist  Id 
aayiug,  that  "  beUevsra  worfc/rom  Fife?"  (for  of  Bach 
only  Mr.  W.  here  speaks.)  Do  not  all  grant.that  he 
le/io  belieesth  AalA  li/e,  yea,  everlasting  life,  aod  thure- 
fore  can  woi'lc }  And  have  1  not  proved  from  scripture, 
ihit  the  very  Heftlhens  arc  not  wiihontsonie  light  and 
grace  to  work  suitably  io  their  dlapennalion  ' 

"  The  heresy,"  say  you,  "  does  not  copaiat  In  assert- 
ing that  the  believer  works /J-om,  but/or  life?"  Doea 
it  indeed  ^  "Hieu  the  Lord  Jen ue  is  the  heretic  i  for 
Mr.  W.  only  repeats  irliat  he  spoke  Eiboot  1700  years 
ago  :  '  Labour,'  says  he,  ('Epro^wSt)  '  work  for  the 
meat  ihateudureth  to  everlasting  life.'  Eater  tlien'fore 
"  your  pi-oiestj^aiurt"  St.  John's  gospel.if  Christ  will 
nut  "  formally  recant  it ;"  and  not  against  the  Minutes 
of  hla  iierviint,  whod^cs  not '  take  away  from  his  lord's 
words,'  for  fear  '  God  sboald  take  away  hi^  part  ou^  of 
the  book  of  life  !' 

But  if  the  Sou  of  Qod  lie  an  heretic  fur  putting  the 
nnbelieTiug  Jews  apon  marking  by  that  drondful  word, 
('Ep7n^(iTflt,)  Si.  I^ul  is  uudoubleilly  an  arch. heretic,  for 
corroboratiiiglt  byastronvprcpoaltiou:  (KaTtfryo^iffSc) 
^ya  he  to  the  Plillippian',  mark  out — and  wlMt  in  niost 
asloDlehing,  *  work  out  youroivn  salvation.'  Your  uien 
lalvalUm .'  Why,  Paul,  this  Is  even  wiii'se  than  working 
for  life  1  for  lalvallon  implicx  a  deliverance  from  alt 
guilt ,  BID  And  misery  ;  together  with  obtaining  the  life 
of  graee  here,  and  the  life  of  glory  hereafter.  Ah  !  poor 
legal  apostle,  what  a  pity  is  it,  thou  didst  not  lire  in  nor 
evangelical  age '.  Some,  by  explaining  to  tht«  the  mya- 
lery  of"  ttnj  shed  salvation,"  or  by  "  protestingiriabady 
against  thy  dreadful  heresy,"  might  have  saved  "  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity;"  and  the  Richard 
Baxter  of  our  age  would  not  hare  had  thee  to  bear  him 
out  in  his  Phni'isaical  and  Papistical  drlosions  I 
],  Here  you  reply,  that'' SI.  Paul  givesGodull the  glory, 
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by  niaiiitaiuing,  that  *  it  is  he  wKo  works  in  us  both 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure.' " — And  does  not 
Mr.  W.  do  the  ranie?  IIa3  he  uot  for  near  forty  years 
steadily  asuerted,  that  all  power  to  think  a  good  tbonght, 
much  more  to  will  or  do  a  good  work,  is  from  God,  by 
mere  grace,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  If  any  dare  to  deny  it, 
myriads  of  witnesses  who  ha\'e  heard  him  preach,  and 
thousands  of  printed  sermons,  hymns,  and  tracts  dis  • 
persed  through  the  three  kingdoms,  will  prove  it. 

But  let  us  come  clo.Her  to  the  point.  Is  not  Christ 
'  the  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven,  to  give  life  to 
the  world  ?' — Is  he  not  *  the  meat  that  eudoreth  to  ever- 
lasting life?' — 'the  meat  which'  he  directs  even  the 
poor  Capernaites  *  to  work  for  ?'  Must  we  uot  come 
to  him  for  tliat  meat  ?  Is  uot  '  coming'  to  Christ,  a 
*  work*  of  the  heart  ?  Yea,  <  the  work  of  God  ?'  The 
work  that  God  peculiarly  calls  for  ?  (John  vi.  28,  29.J 
Doe.s  not  our  Lord  complain  of  those  who  will  not 
work  for  life,  that  is, '  come  uuto  him  that  they  might 
hare  life,  or  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly  ?' 
Aud  must  uot  every  believer  *  do  this  work' — come  to 
Christ  for  life,  yea,  aud  live  upon  him  every  day  and 
every  hour  ? 

Again,  Sir,  consider  these  scriptures,  '  He  that  be^ 
lieveth  hath  everlasting  life :  He-that  hath  the  Son  hath 
life :'  Compare  them  with  the  following  complaint, 
'  Noue  stirreth  up  himself  to  lay  hold  on  God ;'  and  with 
tlie  charge  of  St.  Paul  to  IHmothy,  *  Lay  hold  on  eternal 
life.'  Aud  let  us  know,  whether  *  stirring  up  one's  self 
to  lay  hold  on  the  God  of  our  life,'  and  actually  <  laying 
hold  on  eternal  life,'  are  not '  works,'  and  works/or,  as 
well  as  from  life  !  And  whether  believers  are  dis- 
pensed from  these  works  till  they  come  to  glory ! 

Once  more  ;  please  to  tell  us,  if  praying,  using  ordi- 
nances, '  running  a  race,  taking  up  the  cross^  keeping 
under  the  body,  wrestling,  fighting  a  good  fight,'  are 
not  works  ;  and  if  all  believers  arc  not  to  do  them,  till 
death  brings  them  a  discharge  ?  If  you  say,  that  <'  they 
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ia  them  from  life,  iitid  not /or  lite,"  you  still  point 
blank  oppose  our  Lord's  expreas  declaration. 

A  similar  Instance  will  mike  you  sensible  of  it.  Lot 
flies  oDt  of  Sodom.  How  man;  works  does  he  do  al 
once  !  He  hearkens  to  God's  messeneers,  obeys  their 
Toicc,  sairlRceB  his  property,  forsakes  all,  prays,  runs, 
and  '  escapes  /or  his  life." — "  No,"  says  one,  '  wiser 
than  sereo  men  who  can  renders  reason."  "You  should 
"  not  say,  that  be  escapes  far  life,  bot  from  life  :  Do 
"  not  hint,  that  he  runs  lepreierve  /lis  ll/ei  yoa  shonld 
"say,  that  he  does  it  iecauie  he  Ir  alioe." — What  an 
admirable  distinction  is  this  ! 

Again;  My  friend  U  cousiimptive.  I  send  fora  phy- 
sician, who  preacribes,  "  he  must  ride  out  every  day/br 
his  lift!."  Some  other  physicians  see  the  prcscrijition, 
and,  by  printed  letters,  rnlse  all  the  genilemcii  of  the 
fucnlty,  to  insist  in  a  body  on  a  formal  i-ecaiitaljon  ofthli 
dreadful  prescription  j  declaring  the  health  of  thouEandi 
!•  at  stake,  if  we  sny  tliat  consumptive  people  are  to 
ride  for  life,  ai  well  as  from  life. — Ai.tiim   tnteaUi, 

But  they  who  protest  against  Mr.W,  for  maintaining, 
that  we  onghl  to  work/or,  as  well  as  from  life,  must 
proCeBt  also  ^^inst  a  body  of  Puritan  divinca,  who,  in 
the  lost  centuiy,  being  shocked  at  Dr.  Ci-hp'a  dortrine, 
thus  bore  llieir testimony agai us t  it: — "To any,  Sofim- 
lion  it  not  the  end  of  atig  good  leorA  lue  do,  or,  vc 
are  to  act  from  Ufe,  and  not  roB  tife,  were  to  abau- 
don  the  human  ualore;  it  weretoteadi  us  toviolntetlie 
jiieat  precepts  of  the  gospel ;  it  aapposcs  one  bonnd  to 
do  more  for  the  salration  of  others,  than  our  own  ;  it 
were  to  make  all  the  Ihreaieuiiigs  of  eternal  death,  and 
promises  of  eternal  life  in  the  gospel,  njcless,  as  mo- 
tives to  shnn  the  one,  or  obtain  the  other  :  And  Itmakea 
the  scripture-characters  and  commendation  of  the  raort 
emiiient  iiunts,  a  fault :" — For  they  all  escaped  out  of 
Sodom  or  Uabylon  for  their  Jites;  Ihcy  all  wrestled 
for,  aad  '  laid  hold  on  eternal  life." — Pheface  to  Mb. 
TvAVB,Vi  Sook  againul  ABlinamiamsm. 
^^Iiai,  Sir,  the  verjr  CiilviEiist-  were  ushained  a  hati- 
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dmi  yrari  ago,  of  the  gruid  Crir|ii:in  tenet,  "  ibat  wa 
oiiD;hi  not  CO  woik/or  life."  , 

And  1  nm  glad  to  find,  j^oa  Mrr  u  br  from  thin  vrrm  ; 
iw  xhcj  wcrv;  for  yon  tell  us  in  ]ratirSrriaDns,p^e  G9, 
tluit  "  the  gncioa)  end  of  Chriflt'i  coiuiDg  iota  the' 
world  wui,  to  give  eternal  Hfi  (u  Elioae  who  were  Aa4 
io  siut ;  aud  that  eternal  life  doe»  eoD«isl  in  kiio<ria| 
tbe  trne  God,  and  Jesns  ('liriat  whom  be  baiL  scot". 
Yoo  aiiure  us  next,  thai  thii  life  begius  hj  "  an  explor- 
ing desire ;"  aud  thai  God,  bf  givliiK  it,  "  outy  meani 
to  be  eaiueilly  wngbt,  tlint  be  inay  be  more  BuccesB- 
fally  aud  luure  happily  found." 

Perhaps  eome  tn|)poie  the  cxpressiou  of  workingyiH- 
lift:,  implies  (be  wurkiug  iu  oider  tu  iiteril  or  parcitut- 
life.  Bat,  aa  our  Lord's  nurdscouvey  uo  such  idea,  k(, 
Mr.  W,  lakeii  care  pualtivety  tu  cxclade  it,  by  Iheait , 
worda,  "  not  by  the  ineriC  of  works  :"  For  he  kl)Owt,r 
that  'etetualllreii  thegirt  ofGod;'  aud  yet  wlili  SU 
Paul  hfl  Bays,  '  Labour  to  iinler  into  rest,  lest  ye  fU) 
after  the  exiun|ile  of  IfraeJ'H  unbelief:'  And  with  thft 
great  An li-Criapian  Oirine  Jenw  Christ,  he  cries  alond. 
'  StHve  It  walk  in  the  uarrnw  way  ; — agonize  to  enter ' 
ia  at  the  strait  gate  that  leads  lu  life,' 

I  pais  to  tbe  third  Instauce  wliich  he  prodnces  of  hifc 
hiring  leaned  tmi  much  towards  Calviuiaui  : 

•■  HI.  Wc  have  rcceii-cd  It  *.t  a  maxim,  that  a  (mm- 
it  fp  da  nolMitg  in  order  la  jail^caliun :  Noibiug  can 
be  more  false.  Whoever  dealtes  to  find  favour  willh 
God,  should '  ceuae  from  evil,  and  learu  lu  do  well>' 
Whoever  repeuls>ahoulil 'do  works  meet  for  re  peat  v 
auce.'  And  if  this  be  not  t«  order  to  liiid  favour,  what 
dons  he 'do  them  for !"  I 

To  doMr.W.juaiict,  Uisuecesaary  tocomiderwhai 
be  meund  by "  JoMifioallou."  And,  First,  Hedoesnok 
-niean  that  general  benevolmcc  of  our  merciful  GmV 
towards  sinful  mankind,  whereby,  through  the  Lamit 
nlain  from  the  fouudation  of  the  world,  be  casts  a  pro- 
pitious look  upon  lhcm,^ud  fretily  makeii  them  partak^ 
Kt/LOf'  Oft  lifiht  that  eiili£liu;na  every  man  tbaj  (Ojnpr 


iuto  tht  woild.'  Thij.  general  loTuig-kiuducss  ia  cer^ 
laiiily  previous  to  auy  thing  we  can  do  lo  tind  It;  for  it 
always  prevents  ns,  saying  lo  ua  in  our  very  infaucy. 
Live;  aud  when  we  tarn  from  the  paths  of  life,  still 
crying,  '  Why  will  ye  die  V  In  coiiseqpcuce  of  lhi» 
general  mercy,  onr  Lord  says, '  Let  littlt  children  coidb 
unta  me:  For  of  8uch  la  the  Itingdora  of  heaven.' 
Much  less  does  Mr.  W.  nuderatand  What  Dr.  Crisp  calls 
"eternal  juBtiti cation,"  which,  because  I  do  not  see  it 
in  the  tcriptnrc,  I  shall  say  nothing  of. 

But  the  "  Justification"  lie  speaks  of,  aa  souietliing 
that  we  innst  "  &nd,"  and  "  in  order  to  wiiicli  eoiae- 
thing  mnst  be  done,"  is  either  that  public  ajtd  Jiaal 
Justification  uAich  the  Lord  raenliima  in  the  gotpil; 
'By  thy  words  thon  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words 
thou  khalt  be  condemned :'  And,  in  this  sense,  no  nus 
ill  U'li,  wits  will  liud  fault  with  Mr.  W.'s  assertion  ;  as 
it  is  evident  that  we  must  absolutrly  "do  something," 
that  in,  speak  good  words.  In  order  lo  he  '  juetilied  by 
our  words.' — Or  he  means  forgiveness,  ami  the 
WITNESS  0/  il !  that  woudeifni  transaction  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  in  a  returning  prodigal's  conscience,  by  which 
tlie  forgiveness  of  liie  sio  is  proclaimed  to  him  through 
the  blood  of  spriiil<liug.  This  Is  what  Mr.  W.  and  Su 
Paul  generally  mean.  It  is  thus,  that  '  being  justified 
by  failfa,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.' 

And,  now,  do  not  aciiplnre,  common  sense,  ani) 
experience,  shew,  that  "something  must  be  done  in 
order  to  attido  or  find,"  though  nut  to  merit  Hud  pur- 
chate  this  justification? 

Please  toanswerthefoUowing  questions  founded  upoq 
Ihe  express  declarations  of  God's  word, — 'To  him  that 
urderelh  his  conversation  uright,willl  shew  the  salva- 
tion of  God.'  Is  'ordering  onr  converfation  aiiiiht,' 
doing  nothing  ? — '  Itcpent  ye,  and  be  converted,  that 
your  sins  may  be  blotted  uul.'  Are  '  repentance  aud 
I'onversiou'  nothing? — "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are 
heavy  laden,  and  1  will  give  yon  rest,'  1  will  justify 
jon.     Is  '  coujiug'  duiOgoolhiuj  ? — '  Cease  to  do  evil. 
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learo  to  do  well :  Come  now,  let  ni  reason  togetiier, 
and  thoQffh  yoar  slos  be  red  as  crimson  they  shall  be 
white  u  sDow/  yon  shall  be  Justified.  Is  '  cemdog  id 
do  eril,  and  learning  to  do  well/  doing  notfiingf— 
'Seek  the  Lord  while  He  may  be  fMndyCall  npon  him 
while  he  Is  near :  Let  the  wicked  forMke  hb  way^and 
the  onrighteons  man  hb  tiioni^ts ;  and  let  him  retara 
nnto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  hafe  mercy  npon  Um,  aad 
to  onr  God,  for  he  will  abandantiy  paidon.*  fa  *  seek- 
ing, caUiug,  forsaking  one's  way,  and  retmlog  to  the 
Lord,'  a  mere  nothing  ? — '  Ask,  and  yon  shall  reedft ; 
seek,  and  yon  shall  find ;  knodi^and  It  shall  be  crpened 
vnto  yon.'  Be  '  violent, take  e?en  tiie  kingdom  ofheawa 
by  fbree.'  ^  Is  seeking,  asking,  knoeUng,  and  tiMog  by 
force,'  doing  abeolntdy  nothing? — ^Pleaae  to  answer 
tiiese  questions ;  an^  when  yon  hafe'doiiey  F  wffi  dnow 
one  or  two  hundred  more  «if  the  Hke  kind  In  yimf  way. 
Let  us  now  fiee  whether  reason  ii  not  for  Mr.  W.  at 
wdl  u  tfcripfure.  Do  yon  not  maintain,  that  #«0e»lN|f 
Is  necessary  in  order  to  our  justification  ?  If  you  do, 
yon  subscribe  Mr.  W.'S  kereiff;  for  "  belieTiog"  is  not 
only  <<  doing  sometiiing,**  but  necessarily  supposes  "a 
▼ariety  of  things."  '  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,'  and 
sometimes  by  reading,  which  implies  *'  attending  the 
ministry  of  the  word,  and  searching  the  scriptures,"  as 
the  Bereans^id.  It  likewise  presupposes  at  least  ''the 
attention  cf  the  mind,  and  consent  of  the  heart  to  a 
revealed  tnitli ;"  or  <<  the  consideration,  approlwrtion, 
and  receiving  of  an  object  proposed  to  us."  Nay,  it 
implies  '*  reuonncing  worldly,  and  seeking  divine  ho- 
nour :"  For,  says  our  Lord,  *  How  can  you  believe  who 
receive  honour  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  the  honour 
that  cometh  of  God  only  ?'  And  if  none  can  believe 
in  Christ  unto  salvation,  but  those  who  give  up  seeking 
worldly  honours,  by  a  parity  of  reason  they  must  give 
up  following  fleshly  lusts,  and  putting  their  trust  in 
uncertain  riches :  In  a  word,  they  must  own  themselves 
sick,  and  renounce  their  physicians  of  no  ralne,  before 
they  can  make  one  true  application  to  the  Invaluable 
Physician.    What  a  variety  of  things  is  therefore  hn- 


plied  ill  "  believiug,"  whlcliwe  cannot  butacliuowledge 
to  be  previous  (o  juatifiratiou  :  Who  caa  Chen,  con- 
sistently with  reason,  blame  Mr.  W.  far  saying,  "  lenui^ 
l/itng  must  be  doiie  in  order  to  jnstificatiou  ?" 

Again,  if  iiothing  tie  required  of  ns  in  order  to  justi- 
fication, who  can  tiiid  fault  with  lliuee  that  die  in  a 
atate  of  condemnation  !  They  mem  '  born  in  sin,  and 
children  of  wrath,'  and  nothing  was  required  of  them 
in  order  to  find  faroar :  It  remains,  therefore,  that  they 
are — damned,  Tlirough  an  ateolute  decree,  luade  Ihoa- 
^uda  of  years  before  they  had  any  existence  1  If  sume 
can  swallow  this  camel  with  the  greatest  ease,  Idaubl, 
Sir,  it  will  not  go  down  with  you,  without  beaiiug  very 
hiid  upon  the  knowledge  yon  hare  of  (he  God  of  Love, 
and  the  gospel  of  Josus. 

Once  more  :  Mr.  W.  concindes  hie  pnipositlon  with 
a  very  pertinent  qaesiion:  "  When  a  man  that  is  not 
jBsdIied,  '  doen  worhs  meet  for  repentance,'  tcHat  doei 
he  do  Ihtm  /or  f"  Permit  mc  to  answer  it  according  to 
■criptare  and  camniou  sense.  If  he  do  them  in  order 
to  purcAOK  the  divine  favour,  he  is  onder  a  self-righte- 
ous dclosion  ;  but  if  he  do  them,  as  Mr,  W.  says, "  iu 
order  to  find"  what  Christ  has  pnrchased  for  him,  he 
acts  the  part  of  a  wixe  Protestaat.  ' 

Shoold  yoa  say,   that  "  such  a  penitent  dues  works 

meet  ior  repentance,  from  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  te- 

deeming  lore  :"  I  answer,  (hU  is  impassible  (  for  that 

'  love  most  be  slied  abroad  in  his  heart,  by  the  Holy 

QhosC  giren  onto  him,'  in  consequence  of  his  jiistiSca' 

tion,  before  he  can  act  from  (lie  sense  uf  that  loi-e  and 

the  gratitade  which  it  excites.  1  hope  it  is  no  hereby  to 

luaiotaia,  that  the  cause  mast  go  before  the  cITect.     1 

coiiclnde  then,  that  thuse  who  have  not  yet  found  the 

puduning  tove  of  Ood,  do  works  Pieetfar  repcntanee 

f  la  order  to_find  it."  I'hey  abstain  from  those  outward 

.  ,«rib  which  once  tliey  pursued  ;   they  do  the  outward 

^pDod  which  the   convincing  Spirit   prompts  them  to ; 

y^f  use   the  means  of  grace,   confess  their  sini,  and 

EMk  pardon  for  them  ;  io  short  they  '  seek'  the  Lord, 

jnragod  by  thac  promise,  '  tliey  that  se«k  iwt  ^aiVj 
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i»hail  find  me.'  And  Mr.  W.  sapposes  they  **  $€ek  ia 
order  to  find  :*'  lo  the  name  of  candoor,  where  is  the 
harm  of  that  topposltion  > 

When  the  poor  womao  has  kMt  her '  friece  of  alher, 
she  Ughts  a  candle/  says  oor  Lord,  *  she  sweepa  the 
honse,  and  searches  dUigenay  till  she  Hud  H.'  Mr.  W. 
asks,  *Mf  she  do  not  do  ALL  tUs  la  onCir  l«  Jk^U, 
what  does  she  do  It  Ibr  ?"  Al  thb,  th«  alarm  ia  taker; 
and  the  post  carries^  tiuoagh  varioas  proriacca,  printed 
lettenagahistoldMordecal;  and  a  Synod  b  called  to- 
gether^ toi^ralwfagalnstlhedreadfU  error! 

This  reminds  me  of  a  little  «iieedole.  Some  ceataries 
ago,  one  VlrgHlns  (I  think)  a  German  Bishop,  was  bold 
eaoni^  to  look  over  the  walls  ofignoraace  and  snpcr- 
ttition,  which  then  endohcd  all  Europe.  And  he  saw, 
that  if  the  earth  was  roond,  there  mast  be  AmHfodH, 
Some  minntes  <tf  hU  obaenratlons  were  seat  to  the  Fope. 
His  Holiness,  who  anderstood  deography  as  mndi  as 
Diriuity,  took  fright,  fimcylng  the  naheard-of  assertioa 
was  iojarions  to  the  very  fondamental  principles  of 
Christianity.  He  directly  called  together  die  Cardinals, 
aa  wise  w  himself ;  and,  bf  their  advice,  issoed  ont  a 
ball,  condemning  the  heretical  doctrine,  and  the  poor 
bishop  was  obliged  to  make  a  formal  recantation  of  it, 
dudcr  pain  of  excommunication.  Which  are  v«ie  to 
admire  most  ?  The  zeal  of  the  Conclave,  or  tiiat  of  the 
real  Protestants  ?  In  the  mean  time  let  me  observe, 
that  as  all  the  Roman  Catholics  do  now  acknowledge, 
tliat  there  are  yintipodee,  so  all  real  Protestants  will 
one  day  acknowledge,  that  penitents  seek  the  favour  of 
God  in  order  to  find  it ;  unless  some  rare  genius  should 
he  able  to  demonstrate,  that  it  is  in  order  to  lose  it. 

Having  defended  Mr.  W.'s  third  proposition  from 
5cnptnre  and  common  sense,  permit  me  to  do  it  also 
from  experience.  And  here  I  might  appeal  to  the  most 
established  persons  in  Mr.  W.*s  societies ;  but  as  their 
testimony  may  have  little  weight  with  you,  1  ware  it, 
and  appeal  to  all  the  accounts  of  sound  conversions  that 
have  "been  published  since  Calvin's  days.  Shew  me  one. 
Sir,  wherein  it  appears  that  a  mourner  in  Sion  found 


the  above -described  juatitication,  withont  dohtg  si 
previous  '  worka  meet  for  repentance."  If  you  Cf"" 
produce  DUO  such  instance,  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine  ia 
ported  by  the  printed  exprriettcei  of  all  the  (oiiveried 
CalvinLitt,  iia  well  as  of  all  the  belierera  in  hia  own 
soi;ieties.  Nor  am  I  afraid  to  appeal  e\ea  to  the  espu- 
rience  of  yonr  awn  friends  ;  If  any  one  of  these  cao  say, 
with  a  good  conscience,  that  he  fbnnd  the  above-de- 
scribed  jaBiifiration,  withont  firatsloppiPB  in  the  career 
of  outward  siu,  wilhonl  praying,  seeking,  and  confessing 
his  guUt  and  misery,  I  promise  to  giie  up  the  Minutea. 
But  if  noue  can  make  such  a  declaiatinn,  yon  mnat 
grant.  Sir,  tliac  experience  is  on  Mr.  W.'s  side,  an 
much  as  reaacn,  revelation,  the  best  CalvlnlBC,  and 
yourself.     I  say  gounel/: 

Give  meleave  to  produce  but  oneinftauce  :  Page  76 
of  your  aermons,  yon  address  those  "  who  see  them- 
selres  destitute  of  that  knowledge  of  Gud  which  is 
eternal  life,"  the  very  aame  thing  that  Mr.  W.  calls 
Justification  ;  and  which  yon  deline,  "  A  home-felt 
knowledge  of  God,  by  the  esperieace  of  Ms  /<ne  being 
s/ted  abroad  in  our  hearlt  bij  the  Halg  Gkaal  gieen  milo 
at :  The  Spirit  of  God  bearing  aitneii  icitA  our  tpirili, 
thai  we  are  the  children  of  Ced,"  and  yon  rteommencl 
to  them  "  to  seek  and  prea  after  it."  Now,  Sir, 
"  seeking  and  pressing  aflt'r  it"  is  certainly  '^  doing 
foinething  in  order  to  find  it." 

I  must  not  eoncltide  ray  vindication  of  the  third  pro- 
position, wliliouC  answering  a  specious  objection.  "  If 
'■  we  must  do  Eomething  in  order  lojuttfficatiim,  fare- 
"  weil/reajnalificatioo!  It  is  no  more  of  grace,  but 
"  at  works,  and  consequently  ot  debt.  The  middle 
"  wall  of  partition  between  the  Cliurch  of  Itome,  and 
"  the  Chorch  of  England,  is  pulled  down,  and  the  two 
"  ilicks  in  the  hands  of  that  heretical  juggler,  J.  W., 
"  arc  become  one." 

I  reply,   (I.)  That  some  who   think   tliey  are  rtal 

pillars  in  the  Protestaut  Church,   may   be  nearer  the 

Chorch  of  Rome  than  tbey  are  aware  of;  For  llome  U 

^UV  more  remarkable  for  lording  it  over  God's  lietll^v,^ , 
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aud  calling  the  most  faithful  tferraiite  of  God  heretics, 
than  even  for  her  Pharisaic  exalting  of  good  works. — 
^20  If  the  Church  of  Ilome  had  not  insisted  npon  the 
necessity  of  unrequired^  unjmfiMIe^  unifooUth  works  ,- 
and  if  she  had  not  arrogantly  ascribed  saving  w^rit  to 
works,  yea,  to  merely  external  performanceSy  and  by 
that  means  doaded  the  merits  of  Christ ;  no  retoooaUe 
Protestant  woold  have  separated  from  her  od  aocanntof 
her  regard  for  works.— (3.)  Nothing  can  be  moreabiard 
than  to  affirm,  that  when  «  something  is  required  lo  be 
done  in  order  to  receiTe  a  favour,  tlit  fiivonr  loaes  tlie 
name  of  a  fires  gift,  and  directly  becomes  a  debt" 
Longy  too  long,  persons  who  have  more  honealy  than 
wisdom,  have  been  frighted  from  the  phun  path  of  dn^ 
by  a  phantom  of  their  own  making.  Oh  may  the  saare 
break  at  last !  And  why  should  it  not  break  now  f 
Have  not  sophisms  been  wire-drawn,  ^  they  break  of 
themselves  iu  the  sight  of  every  attentive  specCator  ? 

I  say  to  two  beggars,  "  Hold  out  your  hand  ;  here 
is  an  alms  for  you.*'  The  one  complies,  and  the  other 
refuses.  Who  in  the  world  will  dare  to  say,  that  my  cha- 
rity Is  no  more  a  free  gift  ^  because  I  bestow  it  only  upon 
the  man  that  held  out  his  band  ?  Will  nothing  make 
\\free  but  my  wrenching  his  hand  open,  or  forcing  my 
bounty  down  his  throat  ? — ^Again ;  the  king  says  to  four 
rebels,  **  'ITirow  down  your  arms ;  surrender,  and  you 
"  shall  have  a  place  both  in  my  favour  and  at  coort." 
One  of  them  obeys,  and  becomes  a  great  man ;  the 
others,  upon  refusal,  arc  caught  and  hanged :  What 
sophister  will  face  me  down,  that  the  pardon  and  place 
of  the  former  are  not  freely  bestowed  upon  him,  be- 
cause he  did  something  in  order  to  obfain  them  ?  Once 
more  : 

The  God  of  Providence  says,  "  If  yon  plough,  sow, 
**  harrow,  fence,  and  weed  your  fields,  I  will  give  the 
*'  increase,  and  you  shall  have  a  crop."  Farmers  obey : 
And  are  they  to  believe,  that,  because  they  do  so  many 
things  towards  their  harvest,  it  is  mt  the  free  gift  of 
heaven  ?  Do  not  all  those  who  fear  God,  know  that 
tbeir  ground,  seed,  cattle,  strength,  yea,  and  their  very 


life,  are  the  sifts  of  Goil  ?  Does  not  lliia  prevent  llieir 
claimidg  a  cropn^  □  deiii  aorlmake  them  cuDfes^,  that, 
though  it  was  Eu^peiided  on  their  ploushing,  &e.,  it  ia 
Ms  vnmcrited  bounty  of  Heaven  .' 

Apply  this.  Sir,  to  the  present  case  ;  and  yon  will 
see,  that  our  doing  totaething  ia  order  to  jiutijicalion 
doca  not  in  the  least  hinder  it  from  being  a/i-ee  gift  i 
becanse  whatever  we  do  In  order  to  it,  we  do  it  'by 
the  grate  of  God'  preventing  us,  that  we  may  have  a 
good  will,  and  wnrkiug  with  us,  when  we  have  that 
goodwill;  aUbeinjf  of  free,  most  absolutely  free  grace 
ilirongh  the  toeriia  of  Christ.  And,  nei-ertiielees,  so 
anrc  as  a  farmer,  in  the  appointed  ways  of  Providence, 
shall  have  no  liarveet  if  he  does  nothing  towards  It  j  a 
profexsor,  in  the  appoinird  ways  of  grace,  (let  him  latk 
of  "SnUbeS  italvation"  all  the  year  round,)  shall  go 
ivilhont  jnatification  and  aalvatiau,  unleas  he  do  aoine- 
thing  towards  them.  (My  coiDparisoa  is  scripture  :} 
'  He  that  now  goeth  on  his  way  wDcping,"  says  the 
Psalmist,  ■  and  beareth  forth  good  feed,  shall  doubtless 
come  E^u  ^(b  joy,  and  briug  his  sheaves  with  iAto. 
— Be  not  deceived,'  says  the  apostle,  '  whataoevtr  a 
man  soweih,  (hat  shall  he  also  reap  ;  and  he  only  that 
soweth  to  the  Spirit  i^ball  nf  the  Spirit  reap  life  evet- 
lasting.'  David,  therefore,  and  St.  Paul,  must  be  proved 
enemies  (o  tree  grace,  before  Mr.  W.  can  be  repre- 
!<eiiled  as  nuch  :  For  tbey  both  did  something  ia  order 
to  juitification ;  they  both  '  sowed  in  tears,'  before 
they  '  reaped  iu  joy  ;'  Iheir  doctrine  anil  esperlence 
went  band  in  hand  togetiier. 

Having  now  vindicated  the  three  first  propositions 
of  the  Minutes,  levelled  at  three  dangerous  tenets  of 
Dr.  Crisp ;  and  shewn,  that  not  only  yourself.  Sir,  but 
inoderMe  Calvinists  are  (so  farj  entirely  of  Mr.  W.'s 

Honoured  and  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant,  iit  the  bondi  of 
a  free  and  peacefal  goipel, 

J.  FLETCHER. 


J 
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LETTER  IV. 

HONOURED  AND  REVEREND  SIR, 

If  the  three  first  propositaons  of  the  Minutes  are 
scriptural,  Mr.  W.  may  well  begin  the  remaining  part, 
by  desiring  the  preachers  in  his  Cminezion  to  emerge, 
along  with  him,  from  under  the  noisy  billows  of  pre- 
judice, aod  to  struggle  quite  out  of  the  muddy  streams 
of  iintinomian  delusions,  which  haire  so  long  gone 
over  our  heads,  and  carried  so  many  soitfs  down  the 
chafaoels  of  vice,  into  .the  lake  that  bumeth  with  fire 
and  brimstone.  Well  may  he  entreat  them  to  "  re- 
view the  whole  affair." 

Aud  why  should  this  modest  request  alarm  any  ooe  ? 
Though  error  dreads  a  revisal,  truth,  you  know,  cao- 
not  but  gain  by  it. 

Mr.  Wesley  says  in  this  Review, 

"  I.  Who  is  now  accepted  of  God  ? — He  that  now 
*'  believes  in  Christ  with  a  loving,  obedient  heart." 

Excellent  answer !  Worthy  of  St.  Faul  and  St.  James ; 
for  it  sums  up  in  one  line  the  Epistles  of  both.  In  the 
FIRST  part  of  it,  (**  he  that  now  believes  in  Christ,") 
you  see  St.  Paul's  Gospel  calculated  for  lost  sinners, 
who  now  fly  from  the  Babel  of  self-righteousness  and 
sin,  and  find  '  all  things'  in  Christ  '  ready'  for  their 
reception.  ^  And  in  the  second  part,  (<'  with  a  loving 
and  obedient  heart,")  you  see  the  .strong  bulwark 
raised  by  St.  James,  to  guard  the  truth  of  the  gospel 
against  the  attacks  of  Antinomian  aod  Laodicean  pro- 
fisssors.  Had  he  said,  "  He  that  shall  believe  the  next 
hour,  is  now  accepted,"  he  would  have  bestowed  upon 
present  unbelief  the  blessing  that  is  promised  to  pre- 
ieat  Mkh.    Had  he  said,  "  He  that  believed  a  year 
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»go,  is  nam  aocepttfc!  of  God,"  he  would  Lave  ojieiied 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  apostates,  contrary  to  Si. 
Panl'a  declarations  to  the  Hebrews,  He  therefore  veiy 
properly  says,  "  He  that  mdio  believes  i"  for  it  is  writ- 
ten, '  He  that  believeth,"  (not  he  that  lAall  beliere,  ot 
he  that  did  tieWere,)  '  hath  everlasting  life.' 

What  fault  can  yon  thun  find,  with  Mr.  W.  here  ? 
Surely  you  cannot  blame  lilm  for  proposing  Christ  a» 
tlie  object  of  the  Christian's  ftiieh,  or  for  saying  llmt  ihe 
ieiiever  bath  a  loving  and  obedient  heart ;  for  he 
ipeabs  of  the  accepted  man,  and  not  of  liini  wbo  comet 
/or  aeceplaace.  Mullitodes,  alas !,  rent  satisfied  with 
an  unloving,  diaobedieal  faitb, — a  fai^  that  engages 
oiiJy  tiie  head,  bnC  has  nothing  to  du  with  the  heurt  j 
— a  faith  that  works  by  loaliee.  Instead  of '  working  by 
love ;' — a  faith  that  pleads  for  dn  in  tbe  heart,  iiiaiead 
of  pnrifying  the  bearC  from  sin  ; — a  faith  tiiat  St.  Pant 
explodes,  (1  Cor.  sill.  2,)  and  that  St,  Jambs  compares 
to  a  nireass.  (11.  26.)  There  is  no  need  tliat  Mr.  W. 
should  countenance  such  a  fahh  by  his  Minutes.  Tno 
many,  alas  \,  do  it  by  their  IIvck  ;  and,  God  grant, 
none  uay  do  it  by  their  sermons !  Whoever  docs,  Sfr, 
it  ia  not  you  :  For  you  tell  ua  in  your's,  page  150,  (hat 
"  Christ  is  to  he  found  only  by  living  faith  ;  even  a  faith 
"  that  worketh  by  love  ;  even  a  faitb  that  layetb  hold 
"  of  Christ  by  the  feet,  and  worsblppeth  Hira  ;"— the 
very  faith  of  Mary  Magdalen,  who  certainly  had  a  lov- 
ing and  obcdleot  heart,  for  oar  Lord  testified,  that 
'  she  laved  much,'  and  ardent  love  cannot  but  be  ^ea- 
loualy  o4«f/iBni.  There  is  not  then  the  least  shadow  of 
heresy,  but  the  very  marrow  of  llie  gospel,  in  this 
article.  Let  tis  nee  whether  the  second  is  equally  de  - 
feniibie. 

"  II.  tint  who  among  those  that  never  heard  of 
"Christ?— He  that  feareth  God,  and  worketh  right- 
"  eoQsness,  according  to  the  light  he  has  ?" 

And  where  Is  the  error  here?  Did  not  St.  Peter 
begin  hia  evangelical  sermon  to  Cornelius  by  these  itry 
ivords,  prefaced  by  some  others  that  make  them  remark- 
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ably  cmphatical  ?  <  Of  a  truth  I  perceive,  that  God  is 
uo  respecter  of  persons  ;  bat  in  every  nation,  he  that 
fearetli  God  and  worketh  righteontDess,  is  accepted  of 
him.'  Sard  J,  Sir,  yon  will  never  iociJit  upon  a  formal 
recantation  of  a  plain  icriptore. 
.  First  Objbction— -But  perhaps  yoa  ofajeet  to  Uiose 
words  which  Mr.  W.  has  added  to  St.  Peter's  declara- 
tion, <<  according  to  the  light  he  hath." 

ANSWBRd— What,  should  it  be  "  according  to  the 
light  he  has  nol/"  Are  not  there  people  enongh 
among  us,  who  follow  the  wicked  serranC  that  intimated 
his  Lord  'was  an  hard  and  austere  man,  reaping  where 
he  liad  not  towa,  and  gathering  where  he  had  notstrew' 
ed  ?'  Mast  Mr.  W.  increase  the  number  ?  Or  would  yon 
have  him  insinuate,  that  God  is  more  cruel  thao  Pha- 
raoh, who  granted  the  poor  Israelites  dag-Kghi,  if  he 
allowed  them  no  straw  to  make  bricks ; — that  he  re'- 
qidres  an  Heathen  to  work  without  any  degree  otUght, 
without  a  daff  of  visitation,  in  the  Egyptian  darkness  of 
a  merely  natural  state : — ^And  that  he  will  then  damn 
and  torment  him  everlastingly,  either  for  not  doing,  or 
for  marring  his  work  ?  O  Sir,  like  yourself,  Mr.  W.  is 
too  evangelical  to  entertain  such  notions  of  (he  God  of 
Love. 

*'  At  this  rate,"  say  some,  ''  an  Heathen  may  be 
'^  saved  without  a  Saviour:  Hvi fearing  God  and  work- 
'^  ing  righteotuneas  will  not  go  for  the  blood  and  right- 
<<  eousuess  of  Christ."  Mr.  W.  has  no  such  thought: 
Whenever  an  Heathen  is  accepted,  it  is  merely  through 
the  merits  of  Christ :  Although  it  is  in  consequence  of 
Im/earingGod  and  working  righteousness. — "But  hov 
comes  he  to  see,  that  God  is  to  be  feared, and  that  right- 
eousness is  his  delight  ?"  Because  a  beam  of  our  Sun  of 
Righteousness  shines  in  his  darkness.    All  is  therefore 
of  grace  ;  the  Ught,  the  works  of  righteousness  done 
by  that  light,  and  acceptance  in  consequence  of  them. 
How  much  more  evangelical  is  this  doctrine  of  St. 
Peter,  than  thatof  some  dirines,  who  consign  all  the  Hea- 
thens by  millions  to  hell-torments,  because  they  can? 
not  ejrpliditly  believe  in  a  Saviour  whose  name  they  never 
heard  ?    Nay,  and  in  whom  \t  yjoxA^  \se  tXve  greatest 


nrroiancy  to  briicre,  if  he  never  died  for  them  =  Jh  it 
uot  poti'Me  IbaC  Heathetis  thuuld,  by  grace,  reap  soinu 
blessings  throngb  the  Second  Adam,  tliough  they  t now 
nothing  of  his  name  and  obedience  ulllii  deatli ;  whcii 
ihey,  by  natnte,  leap  su  many  eur!e»  ihraugb  Adun 
the  first,  10  whose  name  and  disobedience  Ihcy  are 
equally  strangers  ?  If  this  is  an  heresy,  il  is  sa>!h  an 
one  as  does  honour  lo  Jmus  and  humanity. 

Second  Objection. — "  Mr.  W.  by  lUlowiug  the 
"  possibility  of  a  righteous  Heathen's  sali'atioii,  i^es 
"  point  blank  against  tlje  Eighteenlli  Article  of  our 
"  Cliurch  which  he  has  Eolemoly  subfciibi'd." 

Answer. — This  assertion  Is  firouiidlcss.  Mr.  W. 
far  from  presamiDg  to  say,  that  an  Heaibeu  '■  can  be 
Fared  by  (he  law,  or  sect  that  he  professes,  if  he  frames 
hia  life  according  lo  the  light  of  nature,"  rordlally 
believes  that  ail  tlie  Heathens  who  are  saved,  attain 
salvation  ibroDgh  the  name,  tliat  is,  iliruugli  tbc  niOiits 
.iiid  Spirit,  of  Christ ;  by  framing  Iheii  life,  not  accord- 
inato  I. It  now- not -what  light  natnraliy  receivcil  from  • 
fallen  Adam,  hot  according  lo  the  supernatural  light 
which  Christ  graciously  affoids  tliem,  in  the  dispensa- 
tions Ihey  am  under. 

THino  Objection,—"  However,  If  he  does  not  im- 
"  pngn  the  Eighteenth  Aiticle,  he  itoca  the  Thirteenth, 
"  wbleli  says,  that '  Works  done  before  justiflcation, 
"or  bef()re  the  grace  of  Chiist,  and  the  inspiration  of 
"  liis  Spirit,  forasmuch  as  Ihey  proceed  uot  I'roni  faitii 
"  in  Christ,  an  not  pleasant  to  God,  yea,  Imve  the 

Nay,  this  Article  does  not  aSect  Mr,  W.'s  doc- 
trine ;  for  he  constantly  maintains,  that  if  the  vmrlts  of 
»  Melchisadec,  aJob,aP]ato,aConieliu3,  are  accepted, 
it  Is  only  bccanse  tbey  follow  the  general  J ustifl cation 
above*  mentioned,  (which  is  possibly  ivhatSt.  Paul  calls 
the '  FrK  Gift  that  comes  npon  all  men  to  juslifiration 
of  life,'  Rom.  F.  la,)  and  because  they  proceed  from 
"the  grace  ofChrist.and  the  Inspifatioo  of  his  Spirit," 
_Uiey   are   not  therefore  done  befoke  that  grace  and 
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inspiration,  as  are  the  works  which  the  Article  cod- 

Fourth  Objection. — "Bat  'all  that  is  not  of 
**  faith  is  sin,  and  without  faith  it  is  ioipossible  to 
*'  please  God.' " 

ANswER.->TrQe ;  therefore '  He  that  cometh  to  God 
must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  b  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  dilifently  seelc  him.'  CorBelins  bad  undoubt- 
edly this  faith,  and  a  degree  of  it  Is  found  in  all  sincere 
Heathens.  For  Christ,  the  Light  of  men,  visits  all, 
though  in  a  ^-ariety  of  degrees  and  dispensations.  He 
said  to  t)ie  camalJews  that  believed  not  on  him,  'Yet  a 
little  while,  the  light  is  witb  you ;  walk  while  jre  have 
tlie  light,  lest  darlcness  come  upon  yon :  While  ye  have 
the  light,  believe  in  the  light,  tlMit  ye  may  be  the  children 
of  the  light'  All  the  Heathens  that  are  saved,  are  then 
saved  by  a  lively  £EUth  in  Jesus,  '  the  Ught  of  the 
world ;'  or,  to  use  our  Lord's  own  words,  by  '  believing 
in  the  light'  of  their  dispensation,  before  the  day  of 
their  visitation  is  past,  before  total '  darkness  comes 
upon  them,'  even  the  night  when  '  no  man  can  work.' 

Fifth  Objection. — ''But  if  Heathens  can  be  saved 
''  without  the  gospel,  what  need  is  there  of  the  Chris- 
"  tiau  dispensation  ?" 

Answer, — (1.)  None  of  them  were  ever  saved 
without  a  beam  of  the  internal  light  of  the  gospel, 
which  is  preached  '  in  (cv)  every  creature  under  hea- 
ven.' (Co].i.23.) — (2.)  The  argument  may  be  retorted : 
If  sinners  could  be  saved  under  the  patriarchal  dispen- 
sation, what  need  was  there  of  the  Mosaic  ?  If  under 
the  Mosaic,  what  need  of  John's  baptism  ?  If  under 
the  baptism  of  John,  what  need  of  Christianity  ?  Or, 
to  answer*  by  a  comparison :  If  we  can  see  our  way  by 
star-b'ght,  what  need  is  there  of  moon-shine  ?  If  by 
moon-shine,  what  need  of  the  dawn  of  day  ?  If  by  the 
dawn  of  day,  what  need  of  tlie  rising  sun  ? 

The  brightness  of  divine  dispensations,  like  the  light 
of  the  righteous, '  shines  moce  and  more  unto  the  per- 
fect day.'  And  though  an  Heathen  may  be  saved  in  his  low 


dispensation,  and  attain  uiilo  a  low  degree  nf  glory, 
which  the  apostle  compaies  to  the  shiuiug  of  a.  slai', 
('  for  ID  my  Fatiier'a  hunsc,'  saya  Christ,  '  there  are 
mang  mantiena,')  jet  it  a  an  nospeakable  sdvaulage  to 
be  saved  from  tlie  darkness  atlendiug  hia  uncomfoi'tHhle 
dUpeuEation,  into  the  fnll  enjoyment  of  the  '  life  and 
ininiortalily  hrunght  to  light  by  the  explicit  $;oapel.' 
Well  might  (hen  the  angel  say  to  Cornelias,  nho  ^«al 
ol  ready  accepted  according  to  hie  diBpen^atloB,  that  Peter 
e^lionld  'tell  him  words  whereby  he  ahonldbe  i^ared;' 
— sared  from  the  weabn em,  darkness, ho udage,  and  lor- 
men  ting  fears  attendingliispreacntstate,i[it«thilt  blessed 
slate  of  Usht,  eumforl,  liberty,  power,  and  glorious 
joy,  tchere  '  lie  that  is  feeble  is  a^  David,  and  the 
honse  of  David  aa  God,  or  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord,' 

Having  thni  briefly  answered  the  ol)iEctiuns  that  aie 
adranced  against  St.  Peter's  and  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine, 
proceed  we  to  the  third  query,  in  the  review  of  the 
whole  afl^ir. 

"  111.  la  this  the  same  with,  he  thai  Is  rinetre  ! — 
"  Nearly,  if  not  qnite," 

In  the  name  of  charity,  where  ia  the  errror  of  this 
answer  }  Where  (tje  ^adotv  of  hereay  ?  Do  yon  sup  - 
pose,  by— Ae  thai  it  sincere,  Mr.  W.  means  "  a  cariial 
unawakeued  wreteh,  who  boasts  ofhia  imaginHry  ainee- 
rity  ?"  No,  Sir,  he  means  "  one  who  in  God's  aecotml, 
and  not  barely  in  liia  own,  since)  ely  and  uprightly  foj* 
Iowa  the  light  of  hia  dispensation,"  Now,if  you  expose 
Mr.  W.  as  guilty  of  heresy,  for  using  this  word  once, 
what  protests  will  yon  enter  against  St.  Paul,  for  naing 
it  over  and  over  ?  How  will  yon  blame  him  for  de^ring 
the  EphesiuiE,  (aeeurding  to  the  beautlfnl  rriiding  of  our 
margin,)  to  'be  sincere  in  love  !'  {aXjiBtuoylmrayBwri,) 
— Or,  for  wishing  nothing  ^ealer  to  his  dear  Philip- 
pians,  than  tliat  they  might  be  'sincere  in  the  day  of 
Christ !'  Oil,  Sir,  to  fear,  and  mneh  more  to  love,  the 
Lord 'In  sincerity,'  is  a  great  And  rare  thing!  (Eph. 
■.  24.)     We  find  every  where  loo  much  of  flie  '  old 
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kau'ti  nf  iiiaiicr,'  and  too  little  of  '  ihc  unle 
hn^ad  cif  linrt'iily  nuA  truth.'  |1  Cor,  v.  8.)  'Vb 
ihircfore  that  Mr.  W.  hctrjya  tlie  cause  of  God, ) 
)iethiii1l«,  that  '  to  be  linrere,'  anil  to  '  frar  G 
work  lighteouaocai,'  are  expmriun*  ecarijr  if  ni 
ryuonimom. 

Dnl  fOD  do  uoi  perhipt  Sod  fanlt  with  Mr. 
KettluK  arcepird  Hcalbeni  too  low,  but  too  hi 
gjriiig  tliemihecliaiarter  of  being  liiicere,  foryoi 
thacourtrantliitorireuder  the  Hebrew  word  Car 
Eimet  *  ilncerc,'  at  other  times  '  npright,  mti 
and  moit  comoioalr  '  perfect.'  An  iu  these  tea 
'  Noah  nu  a  per/eel  man,  Joli  wan  a  ptr/ecl  ma: 
May  not  thcu  Mt.  W.  secretly  bring  in  hi*  abuni 
doctrine  of  PERrECTtoN,  ander  the  Icia  frighU 
jiression  ottiaceHlf  f    OflbU  more  bj  and  by. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  ihiU  close  my  Vindication 
second  and  third  iiuery,  by  the  Btnliments  of  ti 
ijaestlonablp  Proicstants  on  the  present  snliject 
one  U  Mr.  Henry,  in  his  comment  on  St.  Peter's  i 
"  God,"  says  he,  "  nei'cr  did,  uor  ei'er  will  rej 
honest  Gentile,  who  Tears  God  and  worshtpe'  hi 
works  righteon^uesa,  that  is,  is  just  and  cha 
towards  all  men,  who  lii'eg  np  to  the  light  he  ha 
sincere  devotion,  and  regular  conversation. — Wl 
Cod  finds  an  upright  man,  he  will  be  foaud  an  i 
God.  (Psalm  xviii.  25.J  And  those  that  have  k 
kLOwledge  of  Christ,  and  therefore  cannot  liavc 
pllcjl  regard  to  him,  may  yet  receive  grace  Tor  hi 
'  to  fear  God  and  work  rightfonGiicas ;  and  wti 
God  gives  grace  to  do  so,  as  he  did  to  Cornell 
will  throagh  Christ  accept  the  work  of  his  own  h 
—Here,  Sir,  you  have  the  very  doctrine  of  Mr.  W 
down  to  the  heretical  word  tincere. 

The  otlier  divine.  Sir,  is  jonrself.  Yon  tell 
yonr  Sermon  on  tlie  same  icxt,  that  "  We  cann 
admire,  and  adore  God's  universal  tenderness  ai 
for  every  people  and  nation  under  heareu,  in  th 
willeth  not  the  death  of  any  single  sinner,' but  act 
every  one  into  gospel-corenant  nllhbim,  'who! 


iiiu)  and  wortelh  rigblconsnesa"  according  W  the  light 
imparlfii  to  Iiim." 

Now,  Sir,  wliere  ia  the  differeuce  between  your  orlha- 
doxy  and  Mr.  W.'a  heretg  }  He  aswrts,  God  accepts 
"him  tixat,  fears  God  and  aorki  righteousness  axi^oTi- 
ing  to  tlie  light  he  has ;"  Air.  Henry  says,  "  him  that 
lives  up  to  the  light  he  has  i"  And  yon,  Sir,  "  him,  tpho 
fearelh  God  and  tcorhelli  righteousneia  accoiding  lo  ^e 
light  imjiaried  to  him."  IfMr.  W.  must  share  the  fate 
of  Shadi'ach  for  hi»  heresy,  I  doubt  Mr.  Henry  vrill 
have  that  of  Meshech,  and  yoa,  of  Abednego ;  for  yon 
are  all  tJiree  in  the  same  hononi  able  condemnation. 

But  Mr.  W.,  foreseeing  that  wtne  will  he  offeuded  at 
St.  Peter's  evangelical  declaration,  concern ing  the 
acceptauee  of  siucerc  Heathens  who  work  righteous- 
ness, projKises  aud  answera  the  following  objecdou. 

"  IV.  Is  not  this  takttUoa  bg  works?— Nat  by  the 
"  tneril  of  works,  but  by  works  as  a  condition." 

In  the  former  part  of  this  answer,  Mr.  W.  freely 
grants  all  you  can  require,  to  guard  the  Gospel  againit 
the  Popish  doctrine  of  mailing  satiafsction  for  gio,  and 
meriting  salvatiou  by  works:  For  he  maintainB,  tliat, 
though  God  accepts  the  Heathen  who  work  righteous- 
ness, yet  it  is  not  through  the  merit  of  his  works,  bnt 
solely  through  that  of  Christ  Is  not  this  the  very  doc- 
trine of  OQi-  Church,  in  her  Elerenth  Article,  which 
treats  of  Jnstilicailon.'  "  We  arc  sccounled  righteous, 
before  God  only  for  the  merit  o/onr  Lard  Jesat  Christ 
by  faith,  and  uot  for  our  own  works,  or  deservings." — 
Does  uot  the  opposition  of  the  two  sentences,  and  the 
explaoatory  word  deaemings,  evidently  shew  that'  works 
meet  for  repentance'  are  not  excluded  from  being  in 
the  siauer  that  comes  to  be  jnstilied,  but  from  having 
any  merit  or  worth  to  purchase  his  justification } 

OnrChnrch  espreaseaherself  more  fully  on  thU  head 
in  the  Homily  on  Salvation,  to  which  the  Article  refcra. 
"St  Paul,"  Bays  hhe,  "declares  nothing  [neceaaaryj 
on  the  behalf  of  man  coDceroing  his  justification,  bat 
only  a  true  aud  lively  faith,  and  yet   \nbsene\    that 
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As  for  St.  Jamcff,  I  need  not  quote  him:  You 
knot?,  that,  when  Lather  was  in  hid  heat,  he  could 
have  found  it  in  his  heart  to  tear  this  precious  epistle 
from  among  the  Sacred  Books,  and  bam  it  as  an  epit- 
iig  of  $traw^  He  tboaght  the  author  of  it  was  an 
enemy  to  J^rtt  grace,  an  abettor  of  Popish  tenets,  an 
Antichrist.  It  is  true,  the  scales  of  prejudice  fell  at 
last  from  his  eyes ;  shut,  alas !,  it  was  not  till  he  had 
seen  the  Antinomian  boar  kty  waste  the  Lord's  flou- 
rishing vineyard  all  over  Protestant  Germany :  Then 
was  he  glad  to  draw  against  him  St  James's  despised 
sword ;  and  I  shall  be  happily  mistaken.  Sir,  if  yon 
are  not  obliged  one  day  to  make  use  of  the  heretical 
Mkwieif  as  he  did  of  the  epistle  of  wtraw. 

If  any  still  urge,  **  1  do  not  love  the  word  drndt- 
ikmi"  I  reply,  it  is  no  wonder;  since  thousands  so 
hate  the  thing,  that  tliey  even  choose  to  go  to  hell, 
rather  than  perform  it.  Bnt  let  an  o!d  worthy  divine, 
approved  by  all  but  Dr.  Crisp's  disciples,  tell  yon  what 
we  mean  by  condition :  "  An  antecedent  condition," 
says  Mr.  Flavel,  in  his  Discottrttt  of  Errors,  **  signi- 
fies no  more  than  an  act  of  ours  ;  which,  though  it 
be  neither  perfect  in  any  degree,  nor  in  the  least 
meritorioui}  of  the  benefit  conferred,  nor  performed  in 
our  own  natural  strength ;  is  yet,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  the  covenant,  required  of  us,  in  order 
to  the  blessings  consequent  thereupon,  by  virtne  of  the 
promise :  And  consequently,  benefits  and  mercies 
granted  in  this  order,  are  and  must  be  suspended  by 
the  donor,  till  it  be  performed."  Such  a  condition 
we  affirm  faith  to  be,  with  all  that  faith  necessarily 
implies. 

When  Dr.  Crisp,  in  the  last  century,  represented 
all  the  sober  Puritan  divines  as  legal,  they  answered, 
'*  The  covenant,  though  conditional,  is  a  dispensation 
of  grace,  lliere  is  gi-ace  in  giving  ability  to  perform 
the  condition,  as  well  as  in  bestowing  the  benefits : 
God's  enjoining  the  one  in  order  to  the  other,  makes 
not  the  benefit  to  be  less  of  grace ;  but  it  is  a  display 
of  God's  wisdom,  in  conferring  the  benefit  suitable  to 


the  nature-and  condltiou  of  men  in  lliis  life,  b*o  are 
here  in  a  state  of  Uial  j  jea,  the  conditioiu  are  but  a 
nieetoeaa  tu  receive  the  blessings." 

"  The  reaaou,"  added  ihey,  "why  we  use  the  word 
condition,  U,  becanae  it  b«st  suits  with  man's  rclariou 
Cu  God,  ia  hia  present  dealiogs  with  us,  as  his  aubjectt! 
on  trial  for  eternity.  ChriHC,  aa  a  priest,  has  merited  all : 
But,  as  a  Priestly  King,  he  dispeuseth  all ;  he  eojoins 
the  conditioDs  in  order  lo  the  beneGts,  and  makes  the 
bfnehts  motives  to  our  compliauEe  with  the  conditions. 
He  treats  with  men  as  his  aabjects,  wlioiu  He  will  now 
rule,  and  hereafter ^urfje.  Now,  what  word  is  so  pro- 
per to  express  the  dnllea  as  ei^oimd  meam  of  benefit, 
as  the  word  couditions !  The  word  conditiom  is  of 
the  eame  nature  as  terim  of  the  gospel.  'i"here  are  few- 
authors  of  note,  even  of  any  pcrsua^on,  that  scruple 
using  this  word  in  our  sense,  as  Ames,  Twisse,  Ruther- 
ford, Hooker,  Norton,  PreKlon,  Owen,  Synod  of  New 
England,  the  Assembly  of  Dii-lues,  &c.  And  none 
have  reason  to  scruple  it,  eseept  such  as  think  we  are 
jiuUJled  be/ore  vit  are  bum." — See  "  Gospel  ■rBirro 
V>NU(C&TED,"  by  Williams,  against  Dr.  Crisp. 

tf  all  the  Protestant  diriues  who  have  directly  or  in- 
directly represented  RepENTANCE  and  faith  as  ron- 
(iitiuru  o/pretenl  taltalioB ;  and  holiness  o>  heart 
AND  UFE  as  conditions  of  eternal  glor^,  as  things 
lint  quiiiu  non,  without  which  salvation  and  glory 
neither  ran  nor  wil!  follow: — If  all  those  divines,  I 
saj,  are  guilty  of  heresy,  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred 
are  heretics,  aud  none  of  them  deeper  in  the  heresy 
than  yourself. 

Id  your  Sermons,  page  39,  deinng  yourself  of  the 
slander,  that  "  yon  do  not  preach  up,  recommend  and 
insist  on  the  neceeiilg  ef  good  teorki ;"  you  add,  "I 
uot  only  preach  this  or  that  part  of  the  moral  law,  but 
I  preach  the  whole  moral  law  \  and  1  tell  you  pl^uly, 
that  if  j/ott  do  not  perform  the  mhole  mill  of  God,  you 
eannol  be finailg  aaeed."  Then  you  add, "  Surely,  they 
who  contend  for  the  doctrine  of  good  leorkt  will  be 
satisfied  with  this,   or  they  are  very  nnreasonable." 
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Indcfd,  Sir,  Mr.  W.  is  qaitc  satisfied  with  it ;  I  only 
wonder  what  in  the  world  can  make  you  so  dissatisfied 
with  his  Minutetf ;  for  he  never  gave  Antiuomiauism  a 
more  legal  thnut. 

And  «8  yon  make  works  to  abtolately  neeesaary  to 
eternal  salvation,  so  do  yon  make  a  law^work  an  nni- 
▼ersal  pre-reqaisite  of  the  present  salvation.  Speaking  of 
the  fear  and  dread  that  seize  a  sinner  under  convictioDS 
of  sin,  yoo  say,  page  111, ''  This  inward  shock  of  per- 
turbation mast  pass  upon  the  sonl  of  every  returmng 
sinner  more  or  less,  before  he  can  possibly  be  rendered 
a  proper  object  of  divine  grace  and  mercy."  Hold,  Sir, 
yon  go  one  step  beyond  Mr.  W.;  for  he  steadily  main- 
tains, that  if  the  sinner  was  not  a  proper  of^eciofdimne 
grace,  bbforb  he  feels  the  inward  shock  yon  speak  of, 
be  would  never  be  shocked  and  reium. 

Do  not  all  unprejudiced  persons  see,  that  what  Mr. 
W.  calls  condition,  others  call  wap,  means,  or  terms  t 
&c.  And  that  you  have  as  little  reason  to  pick  a  quarrel 
with  him,  as  to  rdse  a  hodff  of  men  against  a  quiet  tra- 
veller, for  calling  a  certain  sum,  a  guinea^  whereas  you 
think  it  more  proper  to  call  it  one  pound  one, — twenty- 
one  shillings, — forty-two  sixpences, — or  sixty-three 
groats.  Oh,  Sir,  what  reason  have  we  to  be  ashamed  of 
our  chicaneries  ;  and  to  beseech  the  Lord,  that  they 
may  not  stumble  the  weak,  and  harden  infidels  ! 

How  justly  does  Mr.  W.  ask  next : 

"  V.  What  have  we  then  been  disputing  about  for 
"  these  thirty  years  ? — I  am  afraid,  about  words." 

Pardon  me.  Sir,  if  here  also  I  cannot,  with  you,  cry 
Heresy  /  Far  from  doing  it,  I  admire  the  candour  of 
an  aged  servant  of  God,  who,  instead  of  stiffly  holding 
iind  obstinately  msuutainiug  an  old  mistake,  comes  down 
as  a  little  child,  and  freely  acknowledges  it  before  a 
respectable  body  of  preachers,  whose  esteem  it  is  |his 
interest  to  secure.  .  O  how  many  are  there  that  look 
upon  Mr.  W.  as  a  rotten  threshold,  and  themselves  as 
pillars  in  the  temple  of  God,  who  would  not  own 
AflSDselves  mistaken  for  the  world  ! 
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He  saya,  "  I  am  afraid  we  have  dispated  abont 
wordd  i"  perhaps  he  might  have  said,  "  1  am  very  sure 
of  it."  Haw  manj  disputes  have  been  raised  the»e 
thirty  years  among  religious  peojile,  about  those  wurhs 
of  the  heart,  which  St.  pRal  calln  '  repeulance  towards 
God,  atid  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesos  Christ  I'  Some  have 
called  them  the  onlff  leay  or  method  of  receiving  salva- 
tion, others  tbe  means  of  salvation,  others  the  lermi  of 
it.  Some  have  named  them  daliei  or  graces  necessary 
to  salvation,  others  ceaditiani  of  salvation,  others  ^^arf* 
of  aalvatiou,  at  primlegei  annexed  to  it ;  while  others 
have  gone  tar  round  abonl,  and  used  I-know-nol-whal 
far-fetched  eiprcasioiis,aiid  ambieuons  phrases,  In  con- 
vey tbe  same  idea.  \  ^  the  mme  idea !  forif  aUmain- 
tain,  that  although  repentance  and  motha  taeei  for  it, 
anA  faith  irorimg  bg  love,  are  not  meritorious,  they  are 
nevertheless  absolutely  necesaarj';  that  they  arc  a  thing 
einc  qua  non,  all  are  agreed ;  and  thHt  if  they  diipute, 
it  muHt  he,  as  Mr  W.  jnstly  Indmatcs,  about  aordi. 

A  comparison  will  at  once  make  you  sensible  of  it. 
A  physiciau  tells  me,  that  the  wan,  '''*  ""'J'  *""?. '"' 
method  ill  which  we  live,  is  abstaining  trom  poison,  and 
taking  proper  food. — "  No,"  says  auothcr,  "  yon  shoald 
«ay,  that  oAifaininf /run)  pajjon,  and  taking  proper  food, 
are  the  meaks  by  which  onr  life  is  preserved."— "Yon 
&re  quite  mistaken, "says  a  third, "  nyecling poison,  and 
eating,  are  the  terms  God  hath  fixed  upon  for  our 
preserration." — "  No,"  says  a  foortli,  "  they  are  duties 
ndlhnac  the  performance,  or  blessings  without  thereceiBt 
ing  of  which,  we  must  absolutely  die." — "  I  believe  (m 
my  part,"  says  another, "  that  Providence  hath  engaged 
to  preserve  our  life,  on  aiadition  that  we  should  forbear 
taking  poison,  sad  wt  proper  food."— "Yon  are  all  in 
the  wrong,  you  know  notliingat  all  of  the  matter,"  saya 
another,  who  applauds  himself  much  for  his  wotiderfnl 
discovery, "  turning  &om  poison  and  receiving  nonriith- 
ment,  are  the  exereiiet  of  a  living  man ;  therefore  Ihey 
must  absolutely  be  called  ^arff  of  his  life,  oi  privilegts 
annexed  to  it.  Vou  <ioiie  lake  away  people's  appetite, 
uml  clog  (heir  atouiach,  by  calling  them  duties,  lermi.. 
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€onditioM:  Ooly  call  them  privileges,  and  yoa  will 
sec  uobody  will  tnadi  poison,  and  all  will  eat  most 
heartily." — While  they  are  all  neglectiiig  their  food, 
and  takiog  the  poison  of  this  contention,  he  that  hadi 
mentioned  the  word  comliihm,  starts  np  and  aaysy  **  Re- 
view the  whole  affair ;  take  heed  to  yoar  assertions ;  I 
am  afraid  we  dispute  ahont  words."  Upon  d^  all  rise 
agftiott  him»  all  accose  him  of  robbing  the  Preserver  of 
men  of  his  glory,  or  holding  a  tenet  injnrioos  to  the 
very  fundamental  principles  of  onr  constitotiou. 

Let  ns  leave  them  to  the  nneasy  workings  of  tfadr 
anaocoautahle  panic,  to  consider  the  nest  article  of  the 
Minutes. 

"  VI.  As  to  merit  Uh^^  of  which  we  have  been  so 
«  dreadfully  Afraid  :  We  are  rewarded  meeardimg  to  ow 
**  ¥iorkit  yea,  becuuie  of  our  work$.  How  does  4iis 
*'  differ  from,  for  the  take  of  our  woHke  t  And  how 
"  differs  this  from  eecundum  meritm  opentm  t  '  as  oar 
*'  works  deeerve  ?*  Can  you  split  this  hair  ?  I  doubt, 
"  I  cannot" 

If  Mr.  W.  meant,  that  we  are  saved  by  the  merit  ef 
works,  and  not  by  the  alone  merits  of  Christ,  you  might 
exclaim  agaiimt  his  proposition  as  erroneous ;  and  I 
would  echo  back  your  exclamation.  But  as  he  flatly 
denies  it,  No.  4,  in  those  wordj»,  *<  not  by  the  merit  of 
works,"  and  has  constantly  asserted  tlie  contrary  for 
above  thirty  years,  we  cannot,  without  monstrous  in- 
justice, fix  that  sense  upon  the  word  merit  in  tbis 
paragraph. 

Divesting  himself  of  bigotry  and  party-spirit,  he  gene- 
rously acknowledges  truth,  even  when  it  is  held  forth  by 
his  adversaries :  An  instance  of  candour  worthy  of  our 
imitation  \  He  sees  that  God  offers  and  gives  his  chil- 
dren, here  on  earth>  parttrular  rewards  for  particular 
instances  of  obedience.  He  knows  that  when  a  man  is 
saved  meritoriously  by  Christ,  and  conditional^  bg  (or 
if  you  please,  upon  the  terms  of)  the  worh  of  faith,  the 
patience  of  hope,  and  the  labour  of  love,  he  shall  particu- 
larly  be  rewarded,  in  heaven  for  this  work :    And  he 


observes,  tLai  ihe  Mriptnres  steadily  niaiiitiun,  "  we  are 
renjmiien^d  aecording  la  oar  warka,  ycj,  becaaseo/oar 

The  former  of  theee  assertious  is  plaia  froiB  the  para- 
ble lit  the  Caleuts,  nud  frnm  xhese  words  of  oar  Lord, 
(Mate.  xri.  27,)  '  The  Sod  of  man  sliall  come  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father,  and  reward  every  mau  according  to 
Aitmirk;' — unbeilevehs  aceordiii?  to  the  varioaa 
degrees  of  demeril  belongiui  to  their  vile  works,  (for 
some  of  them  shall  comparatively  be  '  beaien  with  few 
etripes  ;']  and  delievlrs  aceordiag-  to  ihe  various  de- 
grees of  excellence  funnd  io  their  good  works;  fora; 
■  one  star  differelh  from  another  slar  in  glory,  to  also 
is  the  rcsarrection  of  the  rlghteoua  dead.' 

"Fhe  latter  assertion  is  not  less  evident  from  the 
repeated  declarations  of  God  :  '  Because  thou  bait 
kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also  will  keep  thee  from 
the  honr  of  temfitatioLi,  wliich  shall  come  upon  all  tlie 
world.'  (Rev.  iii.  10,}—'  BBcAtJSB  Phineas  was  zea- 
lous for  hi«  God,'  in  killing  Zlmri  and  Cosbl, '  behold 
I  gire  nntohim  my  covenant  of  peace,  and  hesbatlbave 
it,  and  hia  seed  al^r  him,  uvcnthe  coveaautof  an  ever- 
laadng  priesthood.' — And  again,  '  Because  thoa  haxt 
done  this,  and  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  by  myself 
have  I  sworn  tlial  in  blessing  I  viilt  bless  (bee,  becami 
thon  hast  obeyed  my  voice.'  Now,  nays  Mr.  W. 
"  How  differs  Ibis  from,  '  1  will  bless  thee,  for  Hie 
sake  of  thy  obedience  to  my  voice  ?'  And  how  differs 
this  from  lectuidum  merita  obedientia  ?  '  as  thy  obedi- 
enee  deserves  >'  "  And  by  comparing  the  difference  of 
these  ezpressioas  to  the  apiilling  of  a  hair,  or  to  a  me- 
taphysical snbtilty,  he  veryJQstly  insinuates,  that  we 
have  been  too  dreadfully  aft»d  of  the  word  merit. 
Surely,  Sir,  yon  will  not  divest  yourself  of  the  caadoor 
that  belongs  to  a  Chnstian,  to  pnt  on  the  bitter  zeal  of 
a  bigot.*  Yon  will  ndc  mn,  for  fear  of  Popery,  into  the 
very  aplHlof  it,  by  crying,  AereJjf .'  hereig  /  before  yon 
have  nialnrcly  considered  the  quesiiou  ;  Or,  if  yoa  have 
done  90  once,  you  will  do  it  nu  more.  And  if  Mr.  W. 
should  ever  propose  agaiji  "  the  splittiug  of  a  hair,"  1 
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hope  you  will  remember  that  equity  (to  say  nothiug 
of  brotherly  lovej  requires  you  to  .«plit  the  hair  jirtt 
yourself,  before  you  can  with  decency  stir  up  people  far 
and  near  against  him,  for  modestly  doubting  whether 
he  can  do  it  or  no. 

But  suppose  some  are  determined  to  cry  here»if! 
whenever  they  see  the  word  merit ;  I  hope  others  will 
candidly  weigh  what  follows,  in  the  balance  of  nnpre- 
jadiced  reason. 

If  we  detach  from  the  word  merit  the  idea  of  «  obli- 
gation on  God's  part  to  bestow  any  thing  upon  creatures, 
who  hare  a  thousand  times  forfeited  their  comforts  and 
existence  ;"  if  we  take  it  in  the  sense  we  fix  to  it  in  an 
hundred  cases  :  For  instance,  this, ''  a  master  may  re* 
ward  his  scholars  according  to  the  merit  of  their  exer- 
cises, or  he  may  not ;  *  for  the  merit  of  the  best  exercise 
can  never  bind  him  to  bestow  a  premium  for  it,  unless 
he  has  promised  it  of  his  own  accord :" — If  we  take, 
I  say,  the  word  merit  in  this  simple  sense,  it  may  be 
joined  to  the  word  good  works,  and  bear  an  evangelical 
lueaning. 

To  be  coDvinced  of  it,  ^audid  reader,  consider,  with 
Mr.  W.,  that  **  God  accepts  and  rewards  no  work  but 
so  far  as  it  proceeds  fi-om  his  own  grace  through  the 
Fk'lorcd.'*  Forget  not  that  Christ's  Spirit  is  the  savour 
of  each  bcllever'd  salt,  and  that  he  puts  excellence  into 
the  good  works  of  his  people,  or  els^  they  could  not  be 
good.  Heoieniher,  he  is  as  much  concerned  in  the  good 
tempers,  words,  aud  actions  of  his  living  members,  as 
a  tree  is  concerned  in  the  sap,  leaves,  and  fruit  of 
the  branches  it  bears.  (John  xv.  5.)  Consider,  I  say,  all 
this ;  and  tell  us  whether  it  can  reflect  dishonour  upon 
Christ  and  his  grace,  to  affirm,  that  *'  as  bis  personal 
merit, — the  merit  of  his  holy  life  and  painful  death, — 
*  opens  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers,*  so  the 
merit  of  those  works  which  he  enables  his  members  to 
do,  will  determine  the  peculiar  degrees  of  glory  gra- 
ciously allotted  to  each  of  them." 
.  I  own,  1  believe  there  is  such  a  dignity  in  every  thing 
in  which  the  Son  of  God  has  an  hand,  that  the  Father, 


who  19  always  well  pleased  with  Him  and  his  worke, 
caanot  but  look  upon  i[  nith  peculiar  complacency. 
Even  a  '  cup  uf  water  given  iti  his  dear  uamc,'  that  is, 
by  the  efficacy  of  hla  loviag  Spirit,  hath  that  in  it 
whidi  ■  shall  iti  no  wise  lose  its  reward ;'  for  it  has 
sotnetiiing  of  the  kiFe  of  the  Gnd-man  Jeans  Christ, 
which  Dieritsall  the  approbation  »ad  smiles  ofthe  Fither. 
In  oor  well-meant  zeal  agonal  Popery,  wehave  been 
driven  to  an  extreme,  and  hare  not  done  ^Mirf  aorit 
jnsEice.  '  I  am  the  Vine,'  says  Jesus,  '  and  ye  are  the 
branches;  He  thatabldeth  in  me  bringetb  forth  much 
fruil.  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
frail.'  What!  is  the  Father  glorified  iu  thefraitof 
believers?  And  shall  tliis  frnlt  be  represented  to  us 
always  grub-eaien,  and  rotten  at  the  core?  Done 
honour  either  the  Vine  or  the  husbandman,  while  one 
hour  we  speak  wonders  of  the  Vine  and  its  fruit,  and 
the  next  represent  the  brandies  and  their  fmit  as  full 
of  dendly  poison  ?  O  God  of  mercy  and  patience,  for- 
giif  ua,  for  we  bnow  not  what  we  do  !  We  efCn  think 
we  do  thee  service :  O  give  ns  genuine,  aiid  save  us 
fromleoluaiarn  humility! 

Believer,  let  not  the  virtue  of  thy  Saviour's  ri^CeouH- 
uess,  the  only  good  thing  that  is  in  thee,  be  evil  spoken 
nf.  ' 'I'hou  art  grafted  apon  the  good  olive-tiee;  be 
not  high-minded,  but  fear ;'  fear  lo  be  cut  off  like  the 
branch  that'  beareth  not  fruit:'  But  be  not  afraid  tu 
sack  ihu  balmy  sap,  till  the  peaceful  olive  ripens  ia  thy 
soul,  and  drops  the  oil  of  joy  that  makes  a  elieerfu) 
i-ODDtenaiice.  Thou  art '  married  to  Christ,  that  heoce- 
forih  thou  shouldesl  bring  forth  fruil  nnin  God.'  O  let 
not  thy  lolKtaken  brethren  discouva^e  thee  from  doing 
:ill  the  good  that  thy  heart  and  hand  find  lo  do,  and  that 
'  with  all  thy  "might !' 

1  nrrile  these  alluHiuDs  as  they  occur  to  my  mind,  (o 
rai,<;e  thy  thoughts  alov-c  spiritnil  slorh  and  barrenness 
of  heart,  by  shewing  thee,  ihraagh  a  scriptural  glass, 
something  of  Ihy  iJnsbaud's  glory,  and  of  the  excel- 
lence of  the  '  labour  of  Itive,'  wherein  Ihuu  h!ul  the 
ir  of  being  '  a  worker  togelhcr  with  him.'     I.el 
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nut  what  1 2(ay  pnflf  thee  up,  hot  encourage  thee  to  *  be 
stcdfiiKt,  uiiiDuveable,  always  abooDdiu^f  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  fonwmaefa  as  thou  knowest  thy  kiboar  shall  not 
be  io  vain  iu  the  Lord.'  Remember  fboa  hast  nothing  to 
boHit  of,  bnt  much  reason  to  behambled.  If  thywoikj  are 
compared  to  a  rose,  the  colour,  odovr  and  sweetnessare 
Christ's ;  die  aptness  to  fiide,  aodthe  thorns,  are  thine. 
If  to  a  bvmlng  taper,  the  snvlf  .and  saaoke  come  from 
thee ;  the  bright  and  cheering  light,  from  thy  Bride- 
groom. The  excellence  and  merit  of  the  performance 
flow  fhim  him ;  the  flaws  and  iaapcrflBcdoiis,  from  thee  -. 
Nerertheleu  the  whole  work  Is  as  truly  thine,  as  grapes 
are  tmly  the  fmh  of  the  branch  diat  bore  them.  And 
yet,  <  as  the  branch  cannot  bear  fmit  of  Hself,  except  it 
abide  in  the  Vine,  no  more  canst  thoa,  except  thon 
abide  in  Christ;  for  without  liSm  thoa  canstdo  nothing.' 

Haring  thns  cautioned  thee  agidnst  the  Popish  abuse 
of  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine  of  the  excellence  of  works,  and 
shewn  thee  the  enmgelical  use  that  a  real  ProtutmU 
should  make  of  it ;  I  retnm.  to  the  word  <'  merit,  of 
which  we  have  been  so  dreadfully  afraid."  Let  a  com- 
parison help  thee  to  understand,  how  a  belierer  may 
use  it  in  a  very  harmless  sense. 

The  king  promises  rewards  for  good  pictures,  to 
miserable  foundlings,  whom  he  has  charitably  brought 
up,  and  graciously  admitted  into  bis  Royal  Academy  of 
Painting.  Far  from  being  masters  of  their  art,  they  can 
of  themselves  do  nothing  but  spoil  canyass,  and  waste 
colours  by  making  monstrous  figures  :  But  the  king's 
son,  a  perfect  painter,  by  his  father's  leave,  guides  their 
hands  ;  and,  by  that  mean,  good  pictures  are  produced, 
though  not  so  excellent  as  they  would  have  been,  had 
not  he  made  them  by  their  stiff  and  clumsy  bauds.  The 
king,  however,  approves  of  them,  and  fixes  the  reward 
of  each  picture  accordiug  to  its  peculiar  merit.  If  thou 
say,  *'  fliat  the  poor  foundlings,  owing  all  to  his  Ma- 
"  jesty,  and  the  prince  having  freely  guided  their 
"  hands,  themselves  merit  uothing ;  because,  after  all 
<<  they  have  done,  they  are  miserable  daubers  still,  and 
<'  noUilng  is  properly  theirs  but  the  imperfections  of  the 


"  pictures,  and  therefore  the  King'a  reward,  though  it 
"  may  be  of  promise,  ran  never  be  of  debt ;"  1  Bfi'Bt,  1 
assert  it.  But  if  thou  sajest,  "Tbtt  jood  pictures  have 
uo  merit,"  I  beg  leave  lo  disaent  from  thee,  and  tell 
(hee  thoa  speakcat  ax  unadvisedly  for  the  king,  as  Job'a 
friends  did  for  God.  For  it  the  pictures  have  abaolulely 
no  mtrit,  dost  not  thou  greatly  reflect  ujiou  ihe  klnjf'a 
taste  anffwiidEna  in  aaying  thai  he  reirardi  ihem  ?  In 
the  nuue  of  common  sense,  what  is  it  he  rewards  ? 
The  merit  or  dtmtiit  of  the  work  ! 

But  this  is  not  all ;  if  the  pictures  have  va  iiieril, 
what  hath  the  king's  sou  been  doing?  Hath  he  lost 
ail  his  trouble  iu  helpiug  the  novicci  to  »ketcli  and 
finish  them  !  Shall  vt  deny  the  excellence  of  Art  per- 
formance, because  Mcy  were  concerned  iu  it?  Shal' 
we  tie  gnilty  of  this  glaring  pwliiUty  any  louger?  No. 
60roe  Proieatauts  will  dare  lojndge  righteous  judgment, 
aud  acknowlcdgiug  tliere  is  marit  wliere  Girist  pals  It, 
and  where  God  reioorrf*  it,  they  will  glte  'liooourlo 
whom  honour  is  due,'  even  to  him  '  that  wnrkcih  all 
the  good  in  all'  hit  creatares. 

For  my  part,  I  entirely  agree  with  the  author  of  the 
Minutes,  and  thank  blm  for  daring  lo  break  the  ice  of 
prejudice  and  bigotry  among  ns,  hy  restoring  uorAt  0/ 
rigAttotmett  lo  their  deserved  glory,  wiibont  detracting 
from  the  glory  u( '  the  Lard  our  Rtghteonsness.'  I  am 
M  ranch  peranaded,  that  the  grace  of  Christ  meritt  in 
tbeworks  of  his  members,  thongh  they  themselves  merit 
iioditug  bnt  hell,  as  I  am  peraaaded,  thai  gold  in  the 
ore  halb  its  intnnsic  worth,  though  it  is  mixed  with 
dutanddro«s,  which  are  good  for  nothing.  As  there  is 
but  one  Mediator,  one  prevailing  Intercesfor  *  between 
Oodand  09,'  even  '  the  Man  Christ  Jesus;'  and  nerer- 
thdeu  his  Spirit  in  as  '  maketh  intercession  for  us.  ivith 
grDuiogn  which  cannot  be  uttered  :'  So  there  is  but 
one  Mao  whose  works  am  truly  meritorious ;  bnt  when 
He  nrorkt  In  as  by  his  Spirit,  oar  works  cannot,  [so  bi 
•a  be  Is  concerned  in  them,]  but  be  in  a  sense  merito- 
rioaa ;  because  they  are  his  works.  Real  Protestant,  If 
Aon  dealest  this,  thou  maiuiainest  an  anti-chrl9tlHD 

Vot.  I.  N 
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prupfiAition,  Dame]y,  that  Christ  has  lost  his  power  of 
meriting.  Hereiu  I  most  dissent  from  thee,  nor  wiU 
the  cry,  "  Heresy !  Popery  !"  make  me  give  up  this 
fondameotal  tmth  of  Christianity,  that  <  Jesos  b  the 
tame,'  the  Tery  ttme  deserving  Lord,  <  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  erer.' 

In  this  eraagdical  view  of  thlnp,  the  Redeemer  is 
mnch  exalted  by  the  doctrine  of  the  **  merit"  of  good 
works ;  and  beliefvrs  are  still  left  in  their  native  dost 
to  cry  out,  <  Not  anto  ns,  not  Qnt6  ns,  hot  to  thy  name 
give  we  the  praise !'  In  the  light  of  this  predons  Imth, 
we  see  and  admire  the  endearing  contest,  that  is  always 
carried  on,  between  God's  loving*  Idndness  and  the 
humble  gratitude  of  believers.  God  says,  *  Well  done, 
good  and  Mthful  servants  !,  reap  what  ye  have  sown :' 
And  they  answer, '  Lord,  tht  pound  bath  gained  all ; 
thou  hast  wrought  all  our  worlcs  in  us/— God  says, 
'  They  shall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for  they  arewortiby :' 
And  they  reply,  '  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain, 
and  hath  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood.' — 
Christ  crowns  £Edth  by  thb  gracious  declaration,  *  Tliy 
foith  hath  saved  thee.'  And  believers,  in  their  turn, 
crown  Christ  by  this  true  confession,  *  Not  by  works  of 
righteousness  that  we  have  done,  but  according  to  thy 
mercy  thou  ha»t  saved  us ;  for  thou  hast  quickened  us 
by  thy  Spirit,  when  we  were  dead  in  sin  ;  yea,  thou 
didst  redeem  us  unto  God  by  thy  blood,'  buodreds  of 
years  before  we  bad  done  any  one  good  work.  In  a 
word,  they  justly  give  God  all  the  glory  of  their  salva- 
tion, agreeable  to  the  first  aciom  in  the  gospel-plan ; 
and  God  graciously  gives  them  all  the  revirard,  accord- 
ing to  the  second. 

And  now,  is  it  not  a  pity,  that  any  good  men  should 
be  SI)  far.biassed  by  the  prejudice  of  their  education,  or 
infinenced  by  the  spirit  of  their  party,  as  to  account  this 
delightful,  harmonizing  view  of  evangelical  truths,  "  a 
dreadfal  heresy?*'  I3  it  not  pity,  that,  by  so  doing, 
they  should  expose  their  prepossession,  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Antinomians,  harden  the. hearts  of  Papists, 
deprive  their  Saviour  of  part  of  the  honour  due  to  him, 
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leave  teeming  pontradiclious  in  the  seriptnrca  unes- 
plaiiied,  and  trample  nuder  foal,  as  unworthy  of  Ibeir  I 

Prolestant  orthodoxy,  n  powerful  motive  to  obedience,  I 

by  which  neither  Mobks  tior  Jeaua  was  ^bove  being  ] 

iufiueuosl  i  For  the  one  '  looked  to  the  recompeEce  of  ■. 

reward  ;'  and  the  other, '  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before 
him,  both  despised  the  Ehame,  and  endured  the  croas.' 

It  ma;  not  be  amiss  to  illnntrate  what  liatt  been  ad' 
Tftuced  upon  the  toerit  or  rewardablcncss  of  works,  by  i 

scriptural  instances  of  old  and  modera  saints  who  have  | 

pleaded  it  before  God.  David  speabs  thus  in  the  IStb 
Psalm,'  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  right-  i 

eoQsness,  according  to  thecleanness  of  my  hands  bath  | 

he  recompensed  me : — 1  was  upright  before  him,  thero- 
forehathhe  recompensed  me  according  to  my  righteous- 
ness,' &c.  And  in  the  IlSth  Psalm,  having  meutiotied 
bia  spiritual  comforL-i,  he  says, '  This  I  had,  because  I 
kept  Ibj  precepts.' — Another  instance  nu  less  remarka- 
ble, is  tliat  of  Hciekiah,  who  prayed  thus  in  his  sick- 
ness, '  Remember,  now,  O  Lord,  1  beseech  ihee.  Low  I 
have  walked  before  thee  in  tmth,  and  with  a  perfect 
heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  sight  ■' 

We  Bee  instances  of  this  boldness  in  the  New  Testa- 
aent  also.  '  We  hare  left  oil  to  follow  thee,'  sM  onee 
the  disdples  of  onr  Lord,  and  '  What  shall  we  have' 
for  this  sacrifice  ?  Jesns,  iustaad  of  blaming  their 
question,  simply  told  them  they  should  have  ■  an  Lau- 
dred  fold'  [or  all  they  had  left,  uid  made  it  a  standing 
role  of  dislribniion  for  all  the  cburch. — St.  John,  legal 
St.  John,  is  not  ashamed  li>  say,  that '  If  onr  heart  con- 
demn US  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward.^  God, 
and  whatanever  we  ask  we  receive  of  bim,  becaoie 
we  keep  his  commandments,  and  do  those  thingn  that 
are  pleasing  in  bis  sight,'  He  even  eshorta  the  elect 
Lady,  to  '  look  to  herself  that  she  might  not  lose  the 
things  tljat  she  liad  wrought,  but  receive  a  fall  reward.' 
And  the  evangelical  apostle  Taul  desireji  the  Hebrews, 
'  not  to  cast  away  their  confidence,  which,'  says  he, 
■  hath  great  recompence  of  j  eward  j'  nud  charges  the 
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Coloftsians  to  see,  *  that  noDe  beguiled  them  of  their 
reward,  in  a  volantary  homility.' 

From  these  and  the  like  tcriptaret,  I  condode,  tiiat 
tiuMe  who  have  a  clear  witness  thej  have  done  what 
God  commanded,  may,  without "  heresy/'  hnmUy  de- 
mand the  promised  reward ;  wUch  they  can  never  do 
•withoQt  this  idea,  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  Ae 
gospel-covenant,  they  are  fit  snljecti  for  it. 

I  know  some  will  take  the  alarm ;  and,  to  save  the 
ark,  which  they  think  totters  by  tbb  doctrine,  will 
afflrm,  that"  in  the  above-mentioned  passages  Daiid 
personates  Christ ;  and  Hezekiah  the  Pharisee/'— Bat 
this  is  contradicting  the  whole  context,  to  say  notUng 
of  all  sober  commentators.  Mr.  Henry  tella  ns,  Hiat 
David,  in  these  verses,  *'  reflects  with  comfort  upon  his 
own  integrity,  and  rcjoiceth,  like  St.  Planl,  '  in  the 
testimony  of  his  own  con&dence,  that  he  had  bad  his 
conversation  in  godly  rincerity.' "  And  he  Informs 
ns,  that  the  Psalmist  lays  down  in  this  Psalm  ''the 
rales  of  God's  government,  that  we  may  know,  not  only 
>{vhat  God  expects  from  ns,  but  what  we  may  expect 
from  him.'*  With  regard  to  Hezekiah,  it  is  pUdn  bis 
prayer  was  heard ;  a  strong  proof  that  it  was  inspired 
by  the  Spirit  of  Jesns,  and  not  that  of  the  Pharisee. 

But  if  you  reject,  Sir,  the  testimony  of  David  and 
Hezekiah,  because  tliey  were  Jews,  receive  at  least  that 
of  "  real  Protestants  :"  For  which  we  need  only  go  as 
far  as  Bath  or  Talgarth  parish ;  there  we  shall  find 
chapels,  where  the  Protestants  have  agreed  together,  to 
ask  rewards  as  solemnly  as  ever  David  and  Hezekiah 
did.  In  the  Hymns  you  have  revised  for  another  edi- 
tion, and  by  that  means  made  your  own  with  respect  to 
the  doctrine,  one  is  calculated  to  '*  Welcome  a  messen- 
ger of  Jesus'a  grace/'  and  all  the  congregation  sings, 

Give  rewardot  gnee  mi  ^oty 
To  thy  fidibfiil  labouier  tfaeie. 

What,  Sir,  do  you  allow  the  labours  of  a  minister  to 
be  of  such  dignity,  aud  his  faithfulness  to  have  such 
oncommon  merit,  that  a  thousand  people  can  boldly  ask 


God  a  reward  for  him,  and  that  not  only  of  gifts  and 
temporal  blesdiugs,  but  of  grace ;  and  iiot  of  grace  (inly, 
butof  glory  loo  ?  Yon  have  iu  tlioBe  twoliiies  the  very 
qDiotc»sruce  of  the  three  grand  beretiiea  of  the  MtnuleSi 
"  Fluihfalness,  Works,  and  Merit,"  Permit  me  to  add, 
one  paasage  more,  from  page  312,  of  Bai^tbr's  3le- 
ihodtu  TAeologue  ChrlatianiE. 

"  The  woi'd  meril,  rightly  esplaiued,  U  not  amisa. 
All  the  Fathers  of  the  primitive  churcb  have  made  use 
of  it  witbant  oppoaitioD,  to  tbe  beet  of  my  remem- 
brance.— It  may  be  used  by  believers  who  do  not  make 
a  cloke  for  error ;  by  wise  men  who  will  not  be  offended 
at  it,  and  by  those  wbo  want  to  defend  the  troth,  and. 
convey  clearer  ideas  in  the  explanation  of  thingi  Intri- 
cate. I'here  is  uowordthat  fully  conveys  the  same  ideaj 
that  which  comes  T{eai-eat  to 'U'adlgnily,  and  sospiclons 
pereous  will  not  like  it  mach  better.  We  have  three 
words  in  the  New  Testament  that  come  very  near  it, 
a{ia(,  /uaioi,  and  Vikoios,  and  they  occur  pretty  fre- 
quenlly  there.  We  rendei'  them  Korthy,  reward,  and 
jiul ;  and  theabnse  which  Papists  make  of  them,  ooght 
not  to  make  us  reject  their  use.  The  English  word 
tuorthy  conveys  no  other  idea  than  that  of  the  I>Btin 
word  Di£ritu)n,takeuaclively;  nor  has  the  word  rncdr'f 
any  other  signification  than  the  word  merilum  taken 
pasaiveiy  ;  therefore,  they  wbo  can  put  a  candid  sense 
upon  the  vrords  aorthy,  aud  reward,  should  do  the 
same  with  regard  to  the  word  meril," 

Having  explained  and  vindicated  the  Sixth  Article  of 
the  Minutes,  I  proceed  to  the 

"  VII.  The  grand  objection  to  one  of  the  preceding 
"  propositions,  is  drawn  from  matter  of  fact.  God 
"does,  in  fact,  justify  those  who,  by  their  own  con- 
"  feision,  neither  '  feared  God,  nor  wrought  righteous- 
"  ness.'  Is  this  an  exception  to  the  role  ?  It  is  a 
"  doubt,if  God  make  any  exception  at  all.  But  how  are 
"  we  sore,  that  the  person  in  question  never  did  '  fear 
"  God  and  work  righteousness  ?'  His  own  saying  so, 
"  Is  not  proof;    For  me  know,  hovv  all  that  are  con- 
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"  f ioced  of  sin,  anderraliie  themselves  in  erery  re- 
"  sped/' 

Do  yon  tliink.  Sir,  tke  **  heresy"  of  this  prcqiosition 
consists  Jo  intlnuaing,  that  Ood  does  in  CKt  Jotdfy  those 
who  four  him,  and  nut  thoee  wlio  make  abeohrtdy  mH 
slop  in  the  downward  road  of  open  rin  and  flagranlini* 
^ity  ?  If  it  does,  I  am  snre  the  sacred  writen  are 
heretics  to  a  man.  Seetheaoeoantwehaveof  eoaver- 
tlons  in  the  scripture ;  please  torememher  what  Mr.  W. 
means  lij  Jnstiiication,  and  then  answer  the  following 
qwstions: 

Did  not  the  prodigal  son  *  come  to  himself,*  repeat, 
and  retmn  to  his  fiither,  hefore  he  recehred  tiie  kiss  of 
peace?  Did  not  the  woman  that  was  a  sinner,  forsake 
her  wicked  course  of  life,  hefore  oar  Lord  aaU^  to  her, 

*  Qo  in  peace,  thy  rins  are  foiyivcn  Aee  V 

Agidn,  was  not  the  woman  of  Samaria  coavlnoed  of 
shi,  yea,  of  *  all  that  ever  she  M^*  before  oar  Lord 
retealed  himself  to  her,  to  enable  her  to  believe  onto 
justification  ?  Did  not  Zaccfaens  evidence  his  fBor  of 
Ood,  yea,  and  '  work  righteousness,'  by  hearty  offers  of 
resdtudon,  before  Christ  testified  that  he  was  '  a  son  of 
Abraham  ?'  Did  not  St  Paul  express  his  fear  of  God, 
and  readiness  to  work  righteousness,  when  he  cried  out, 
'  Lord,  what  wouidst  thou  have  me  to  do  ?'  Yea,  did 
he  not  produce  *  fruit  meet  for  repentance,'  by  praying 
three  days  and  three  nights,  before  Ananias  was  sent  to 
direct  him '  how  to  wash  away  his  sins  ?'  Did  not  the 
eunuch  and  Cornelius  few  God  ?  Did  not  David  him- 
self, whom  the  apostle  mentions  as  a  grand  instance  of 
Justification  without  the  merit  of  works,  fear  God  from 
his  youth  ?  And  when  he  had  wrought  folly  in  Israel, 
was  he  not  humbled  for  his  sin,  before  he  was  washed 
fh>m  it  ?  Did  he  not  confess  his  crime,  and  say,  '  I 
have  sinned, 'before  Nathan  said  by  divine  commission, 

*  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  sin  ?' 

Does  not  St.  Paul  himself  carry  Mr.  W.'s  •«  heresy" 
so  for  as  to  say,  *  Whosoever  among  you  feareth  God, 
to  yon  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent  ?'  (Acts  ziii. 
20.)    Must  we  so  understand  Rom.  iv.  5,  as-  to  make 
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hJmcon(radict,poititb1ank,hiauivndedi)ratlon»,his(iivD 
experience,  and  the  account  of  all  the  above-mentioned 
cwiversioiis  ?  Certainly  not.  Those  worda, '  God  jus- 
tifies the  ungodly,  and  him  thai  worketh  not  but  be- 
lievetli  <u  Jesus,'  when  candidly  explained,  agree  per- 
fectly with  Mr.  W.'i  dwlrine.— (I.)  By  *  the  ungodly," 
the  apostle  does  not  mean  '  the  wicked  that  does  tiol 
forsake  hi*  way ;'  bnl  the  man  who,  before  he  beliered 
to  JnstlficatioD,  was  ungodly,  aad  still  remains  ungodly 
in  the  eye  of  (he  law  of  works,  needing  daily  forgive- 
ness by  grace,  even  after  he  is  made  godly  In  a  gospel 
seuse.— (2.)  By '  him  that  worbeth  not,'  St.  Paul  does 
not  mean  a  lazy,  indolent  wretch,  who,  without  any  re- 
luctance, follows  the  stream  of  his  corrupt  nature  ;  but 
"  a  penitent,"  who,  whatever  works  he  does,  ha?  no  de- 
pendaure  npoti  them,  esteems  them  as  nothing,  yea, 'as 
dniig  and  dross  in  comparima  of  the  escellency  of 
Christ;'  and,insliort,  one  who  does  not  work  to  merit 
or  piirchnae  his  jnstification,  but  comes  to  receive  that 
im-alualde  blessing  m  a  free  gift.— (3.)  'ITiat  this  is  the 
meauiug  of  the  apostle,  is  evident  from  his  adding, 
that  he  wiio  '  worteth  not,"  j-ct '  beiievcth.'  For  if  he 
took  ihe  word  '  worketh  not,'  in  an  absolute  tense,  he 
conld  nei'er  make  it  agree  with  '  believing,'  which  is 
certainly  a  \coTk,  yea,  a  work  of  our  noblest  part ;  for 
'  with  Ihe  heart  man  beiievcth  to  righteousness.'  Add 
to  this,  Sir,  that  justifying  laith,  as  1  observed  before, 
never  comes  without  her  fore-runner,  conviction  ;  nor 
eODTtction  of  sin  without  snitable  tempera  or  inward 
wurks.  "ThereisDathing,"saysDr,0«en,"thallwill 
more  firmly  adhere  to  in  this  whole  doctrine,  than  the 
aeeewlty  of  courictions  previous  to  true  believing ; — at 
alio  displacency,  sorrow,  fear,  a  desire  of  deliverance, 
with  other  necessary  effects  of  tnie  convicllous."  St. 
Paul,  therefore,  is  consistent  with  himself,  and  Mr.  W. 
srith  St.  Paul. 

Again;  If  Ood  justify  sinners  merely  as  '  ansodly' 

and  people  that '  work  not,'  why  should  ho  not  justify 

aU  sinners  ;  for  ihey  are  all  ungodly,  and  there  is '  noae 

«r  them  that  does  good,  no  wal  one  V    Why  did  not 

«  4 
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tlie  Pharisee,  for  example,  go  to  hit  house  jastified  as 
well  as  the  Publicau  ?  You  will  probaUy  answer,  that 
'*  he  wu  not  conirinced  of  sin."  Why,  Sir,  this  is 
jntt  what  Mr.  W.  maintiUns :  Express  yourself  in  St. 
PMer's  words, '« He  did  not/Mr  6M/"^-or  in  Aose  of 
John  the  BapCifl, «  He  did  aoC  Mi^i  /brih  JSrmU$  w^t 
for  repentamci** 

Shonld  some  asii,  ''What  W9rk$  m»Hp»r  rtpemtamee 
dM  the  woman  canght  in  adultery  do,  before  our  Lord 
JnstiAed  her  ?,"  1  would  ask  in  my  torn  how  do  they 
Imow  that  the  Lord  Joatified  lier  ?  Do  they  ooodnde  it 
from  those  words, '  Neitlier  do  I  condemn  thee  ?*  Does 
not  the  context  shew,  tliat  as  tlie  Pliarisees  had  not  con- 
demned her  to  ht  stoned,  according  to  the  Mos^  law, 
neither  would  oar  Lord  take  upon  Idmself  to  pasa  sen- 
tence upon  her,  according  (o  his  dedaratioa  on  anotlicr 
occasion,  <  I  am  not  sent  to  condemn  tlie  world,  but 
that  the  world  through  me  mig^t  l»e  saved  ?'  Tliis  by 
no  means  impUen,  that  the  woild  is  justified  in  St.  Paul's 
sense,  Horn.  y.  1.  But  supposing  she  was  justified, 
how  do  you  know  that  our  Lord's  words,  writing,  looks, 
and  grace,  bad  not  brought  her  to  godly  shame  and  sor- 
row, that  is,  to  '  the  fear  of  God,'  and '  the  working  of 
internal  righteousness,'  before  he  gave  hep  the  peace 
that  passes  aihunderstanding  ? 

After  all,  Mr.  W.  says,  with  modesty  and  wisdom, 
'<  It  is  a  doubt  whether  God  makes  any  exception  at 
all  i"  And  it  lies  upon  you,  to  shew  there  is  in  these 
words  any  thing  contrary  to  the  humility  of  the  true 
Christian,  and  orthodoxy  of  the  sound  divine.  But, 
please  to  remember,  that  if  you  judge  of  orthodoxy  ac- 
cording to  the  works  of  Dr.  Crisp,  we  will  take  the 
liberty  to  appeal  to  the  word  of  God. 

But  you  make,  perhaps,  Mr.  W.'s  heresy  in  ibis  pro- 
position, consist  in  his  refusing  to  take  the  word  of  per- 
sons convinced  of  sin,  when  they  say  they  never  <  feared 
Ood  nor  wrought  righteousness.'  ''  For  we  know,"  says 
he,  "  how  all  that  are  convinced  of  sin,  undervalue 
themselves  in  every  respect." 

Had  Mr.  W.  imagined,  that  some  Christian  friends, 
(O  my  Ood  deliver  me  from  sucYi  friendship  !)  would 


procure  a  copy  of  Iiia 
Mtimles,  ill  order  to  Itnd  eome  oocaainn  ai^iiiKl  htu, 
he  would  probably  hare  worded  this  with  more  circuiu- 
spertiou.  But  he  wiot«  for  real  frienda ;  aud  he  knew, 
soch  u-ouJd  at  once  enter  Into  his  meaning,  which  id, 
that  ■'  Persons  deeply  coniiored  of  sin  are  apt,  rerj 
apt,  to  form  a  wrong  jadgnient  both  of  their  slate,  and 
perfarmances,  and  to  think  the  worst  of  themselves  lu 
vvciy  respect,  that  is,  both  with  regard  to  what  divine 
grace  does  in  them,  and  bylhem." 

And  this  is  so  ohiious  a  trath,  that  he  mu9t  be  a 
oovice  indeed  in  Christian  esperience,  who  donbts  of 
it  for  3  moment  j  and  a  great  lover  of  dispatitig,  who 
will  make  a  maa  aa  offender  fur  eo  true  an  Of^ri- 
tion.  Do  not  we  dail;  see  some,  in  whom  the  arrows 
of  conrtction  stick  fast,  who  think  the;  are  aa  much 
past  recorery  an  Satan  himself?  Do  not  we  hear  others 
complain  "  they  grow  worse  and  worse,"  when  tiiej 
only  discover  more  aud  more  how  bad  tliey  are  by 
nalarc  ?  And  are  there  not  .some,  who  bind  npoii  them- 
selves beavy  burdens  of  their  own  making,  aud  wlieii 
tfaeycannotbear  tbem,Rre  tarmeuted  ill  their  conscieaees 
widi  imaginary  guilt ;  while  others  nre  ready  to  go  dis- 
tracted tliroagh  grouudlesslears  of  haviug  committed  the 
tin  agaio.'<l  the  Holy  Ghost?  lu  a  word,  do  we  not  see 
hundreds,  who  when  they  have  reason  to  hope  we!l  of 
6eir  state,  iJiink  tliere  is  no  hope  for  them  >  In  uli 
tliese  respects  do  they  not  act  like  Jonah  iu  the  whaie'ii 
helly,  and  complMn, '  I  am  cast  out  of  thy  sight  ?'  And 
have  not  tliey  need  to  eoconri^  themselves  in  their 
(>od,  aud  say,  '  Why  art  ihon  cast  down,  O  mymul  ?' 
But  let  your  conecieace  speak,  Sir,  on  this  matter. 
IVben  some  deep  mourners  have  complained  to  yon,  iif 
their  misery,  danger,  and  desperate  state,  did  you  never 
drop  a  wordof  comfort  to  thioeffect,"  Von  uodcrTaluc 
yoimelces  ;  yon  ivrite  too  bitter  things  against  yaui- 
Kclres ;  your  case  is  not  so  bad  as  yonrnnbclieviug  fears 
represent  it ;  God'a  thoughts  are  not  as  your  thoughts. 
I   Many,  like  the  foolish  virgins,  think  themsclic^  sure  of 
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livaven,  when  they  stand  on  the  brink  of  bell ;  and 
many  think,  they  are  just  dropping  into  it,  who  are 
not  for  from  ibc  kingdom  of  God." 

Vea,  and  ai  it  it  with  real  aeekert,  ao  it  ia  with  real 
belie  rem.  Did  not  they  midenralae,  yea,  degrade  them- 
fchtf,  by  tlie  remidni  of  their  unbelief;-  or,  wbieh  is 
the  same,  did  tiiey  iive  vp  to  their  dignity,  and  erery 
where  consider  tiiemseltea  as  *'  mcmbera  of  Clirist, 
children  of  God,  and  inlieritoni  of  tiie  iLingdom  of 
heaFen,".'  what  manner  of  perseos,'  yea,  what  angel 
'  would  they  be  in  all  lioly  couferaation !' 

Sometimes  their  light  shines  with  pecnUar  hiatre, 
like  Moses'  face,  and  they  '  know  it  not*  Thonsaods 
*  sec  their  good  works,  and  glorify  their  Fttlier  who  is  in 
bearen  ;*  but  the  matter  is  hid  fhun  tliem :  They  com- 
plain, perhaps,  that  they  are  the  most  unprofitable  of  aU 
his  children.  Let  me  instance  in  one  particular :  St. 
Paul,  Mr.  Whitefteld,  and  thousands  of  the  brightest 
stars  of  the  church,  hare  called  themselves  both  *  the 
chief  of  sinners,'  and  <  the  least  of  all  saints.'  Now,  as 
iu  a  chain  there  is  but  one  link  that  can  be  called  the 
Jlntf  or  the  last ;  so  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  there 
can  be  but  one  man  in  the  immense  file  of  Christ's  sol- 
diers, that  is  actually  '  the  chief  of  sinners,'  and  '  the 
least  of  all  saints :'  If  a  thousand  believers,  therefore, 
say,  those  two  appellations  belong  to  themselves,  it  is 
evident  that  at  least  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  un- 
dervalue themselves.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  but  think, 
they  suit  me  ten  thousand  times  better  than  they  did  St. 
Paul :  I  must  therefore  insolently  think  myself  a  less 
sinner  and  a  greater  saint  than  him ;  or  of  necessity 
believe  that  he,  and  **  all  that  are  partakers  of  the  same 
convincing  grace^vndervalue  themselves  in  every  reipect. 

One  more  article  remains,  and  if  it  does  not  contain 
**  the  dreadful  heresy^"  which  hitherto  we  have  looked 
for  in  vain,  the  Minutes  are,  from  first  to  last,  scriptn- 
rally  orthodox,  and  you  have  given  churchmen  and 
dissenters  a  false  alarm. 

"  VIIL  Does  not  talking  of  a  justified  and  saucti- 
'£ed  state,  tend  to  m\s\eajd  meu^     X\aiQ>s»\  xka.taTalIy 


"  leading  them  to  trust  iu  wbat  vim  doue  in  otie  mo- 
"  menc  ?  Whereas  we  are  every  hour,  aiitl  eieiy 
"  luomeui,  pleasing  or  diepleasiug  lo  Gud,  according 
"  to  our  works  :  According  lo  the  whole  of  onr  iuwarcf 
"  tempers  and  ontward  behaviuar," 

To  do  Ibis  prapoiitioa  justice,  and  prevent  misundcr- 
standiugs,  I  must  premise  some  oheervatious. 

1.  Mr.  W.  is  not  against  persune  talking  of  jnstiG - 
lotion  and^auciilicatiau  iua^ciiptaralseose:  For  when 
he  '  ktiotvs  the  tree  by  the  fruita,'  he  says  himielf  to 
his  Socka,  as  St.  Pagl  did  to  the  Corinthisna,  '  Some  of 
you  are  eanctilied  aud  jaslitied.'  Nor  does  he  deny  tliat 
God  justifies  a  peoiteut  sinner  io  a  moment,  and  that  in 
a  moment  'he  can  manifest  himself  unto  liis  lielieviog 
people  '  as  he  does  not  to  the  world,  and  give  (hem  au 
inheritanceamongihem  that  are  saoctl]ied,ChioDgli faith 
in  Jesus.'  His  objection  respects  only  tlie  idea  eiiter- 
tldned  by  some  aud  counttoanced  by  others,  that  when 
Ood  forgiven  us  our  sins,  be  introduces  us  into  a  state 
where  we  are  unalterably  fixed  iu  his  blessed  fatour,  and 
for  ever  stamped  with  liis  holy  Image  j  so  that  it  mat- 
ters no  longer,  whether  the  tree  is  barren  or  not,whether 
it  produces  good  or  bad  finit;  it  was  set  at  aucb  slime, 
and  therefore  it  must  be  a  ■  tree  of  righteousness'  still : 
A  conclusion  directly  contrary  lo  the  words  of  our  Lord 
afid  his  belored  disciple :  '  By  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them.  He  that  sinoeth  is  of  the  devil.  Every 
branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit,  [much  more  that 
bearelh  eril  fruit,]  ray  Father  taketh  away.' 

2.  Permit  tne.  Sir,  to  observe,  also,  that  Mr,  W.  has 
many  persons  iu  his  Societies,  (and  would  to  God  there 
were  none  in  ours  !)  who  profess  they  were  JustlAed  or 
sanc^Ged  lo  a  moment;  but  instead  of  tmallDg  in  the 
living  God,  so  trust  to  what  was  done  in  that  moment, 
as  to  give  over  'taking  np  their  cross  daily,  and  watch- 
ing onto  prayer  with  all  perseverance.'  The  couse- 
(jtieuces  are  deplorable;  they  slide  back  into  the  spirit 
of  the  world  ;  and  (heir  tempers  arc  no  more  regulated 
bjr  the  meek,  gentle,  humble  love   of  Jesus.     Some 
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inquire  with  the  Heathens,  *  What  shall  we  eat,  and 
what  shall  we  drink,'  to  please  ourselves  ?  Others 
erideotly  <  love  the  world,  lay  up  treasures  on  earth,' 
or  ask,  <  wherewith  shall  we  be  fluhhrntbi^  olotbed  ?' 
Therefore  *  tiie  lore  of  the  FMfaer  It  not  in  tiieni.'^ 
And  not  a  few  are '  led  capdve  by  the  deril  at  bit  will ;' 
infloenced  by  hit  vnhappy  raggettiont,  tiiey  harbonr 
bittemett,  malice,  and  revenfe ;  none  it  in  the  rig^t 
Imt  themsehres,  and  *  wisdom  shall  die  with  diem.' 

Now,  Sir,  Mr.  W.  cannot  but  fear,  it  It  not  well  with 
persons  who  are  In  any  of  these  cases :  Though  every 
body  should  Join  to  extol  them  at  **  dear  children  of 
God,"  he  is  persuaded  diat  *  Satan  hat  beguiled  them 
as  he  did  Eve ;'  and  he  addresses  them  at  our  Lord  did 
the  angel  of  the  church  of  Sardlt, '  I  know  tby  workt, 
that  thou  hast  a  name,  that  diou  llvett,  and  art  dead, 
[or  dying :]  Repent,  dierefore,  and  ttrengtfaen  the  things 
which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die ;  for  1  have  not 
foand  thy  works  perfect  before  God.'  Mr.  W.  hadi 
the  word  of  prophecy,  which  he  thinks  more  sure  than 
the  opinion  of  a  world  of  professors  $  and  according  to 
that  word  he  see^,  that '  they  who  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  are  the  sons  of  God,'  and  that  God's  Spirit  does 
not  lead  into  the  vanities  of  the  world,  or  indulgences 
of  fleshly  luxts,  any  more  than  into  the  pride  or  malice 
of  Satan.  Nor  does  he  think,  that  those  are  not '  under 
the  law'  who  can  merrily  langh  at  the  law,  and  pass 
jests  upon  Moses  the  venerable  servant  of  God  \  But, 
vrith  St  Paul,  he  asserts,  that  when  people  are  *  under 
grace,  and  not  under  the  law,  sin  hath  not  dominion 
over  diem.'  With  our  Lord  he  declares,  *  he  who  com* 
ndtteth  sin,  is  the  servant  of  sin ;'  and  vrith  his  prophet, 
that '  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,'  with 
the  least  degree  of  approbation.  In  short,  he  believes 
that  God,  being  unchangeable  in  his  holiness,  cannot 
but  always'  love  righteousness  and  hate  iniquity ;'  and 
dutt,  as  the  heart  is  continually  working,  either  iniquity 
or  righteousness,  and  as  God  cannot  but  be  pleased  at 
the  one,  and  displeased  at  the  other.  He  is  continually 
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pleased  or  diBplea^edivlth  n9,  according  to  the  work-  ,< 
inga  of  our  hearts,  and  the  fruits  which  the^  ontwardly  I 
produce.  I 

Perhaps,  jon  ubject  to  the  word  "  erery  moment"        'i 
But  whysbonid  jou,Sir  ?     If  it  be  not  every  moment, 
HXanever,    If  Gcid  do  not  approve  bnlinese,  and  dis- 
approve sin  evfry  momeat,  he  never  does  it,  fur  be         ' 
changes  not.    If  he  do  it,  only  now  and  then,  he  is 
such  an  one  as  onraelvea  ;  for  even  wicked  fcen  will 
approve  righteonsuesB  and  condemti  uarighteonaneas,        '' 
by  fits  and  starts.    I  may  every  moment  harbour  malice         i 
in  my  heart,  and  so  commit  iaternal  murder.     If  God 
winkg  at  this  one  instant,  why  Dot  two  ?   And  so  on  (o        ' 
daya,  months,  and  years  ?  Does  the  duration  of  moral 
evil  conttltate  sin  >  May  not  1  be  gnilty  of  the  greatest 
enonnity  in  the  twliiklitig  of  an  eye  ?    And  is  it  not 
the  ordinary  property  of  the  most  horrid  crimes,  soch 
hs  robbery  and  adultery,  that  they  arc  soon  finished?  , 

Do  not  say,  Sir,  that  this  doctrine  sets  aside  '  salta-  I 
dOQ  by  faith  ;'  It  is  highly  consistent  with  it.  He  that, 
in  Qod's  acconnt,  docs  the  best  works,  has  the  most  i 
faith,  most  of  the  sap  of  eternal  life  that  flows  from  the  ■. 
hea/enly  Vine:  And  be  that  has  moat  faith,  has  most  I] 
of  Christ's  likeness,  and  is  of  course  most  pleasing  to  j 
God,  who  cannot  \x  pleased  but  with  Christ  and  bis  \ 
living  image.  On  the  other  hand,  he  that  in  God'a  ' 
account  does  the  worst  works,  and  has  the  worat  tern-  | 
pers,  has  most  unbelief.  He  that  has  most  unbelief.  Is 
moat '  like  his  father  the  devil ;'  and  muatcoDsequently  | 
be  most  displeasing  to  liim  that  accepts  us  '  in  the  J 
Beloved,'  and  not '  in  the  wicked  one.'  J 

Having  premised  these  observations,  I  come  closer         | 
to  the  point,  aud  assert,  that  if  we  arc  not  every  mo-         1 
ment  pleasing  or  displeasing  to  Ciod,  according  to  the 
works  of  our  hearts  and  bunds,  yoa  mnsC  set  yoar  leal 
to  the  following  abanrdiiics  : — 

(1.)  *  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  all  the  day,' and 
yet  there  arc  moments  in  which   he  is  not  angry  at 
tbem. — Lot  pleated  God  a.'  mnch  in  th 
which  he  got  druuk  nnd  cotiiiniiicd 
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daughters,  su»  in  the  day  he  exercised  hospitality  towards 
the  disguised  angels.— (3.)  Darid  did  uoi  dUpleiue  God 
more  when  he  committed  adnlterf  with  Baththeba, and 
imbmcd  his  hands  in  her  hosband's  blood,  than  when 
he  danced  before  the  ark^or  oompoi^  the  103d  Pnlm. 
—(4.)  Solomon  waa  at  aoreptable  loGod  in  the  moment 
when  *  his  wives  turned  away  bis  heart  after  odier  gods/ 
as  when  he  chose  wisdom,  and  his  speech  pleased  the 
Lord ;  when  he  went  after  the  goddess  Ashtaroth,  and 
bttilt  an  hi|^  phue  toldoody  Moloch,  as  when  he  repre- 
sented oar  Melchisedec,  and  dedicated  the  temple. — (5.) 
Again,  yon  most  set  yoor  seal  to  these  proportions  of 
Dr.  Crisp :  '*  From  the  time  thy  transgresdons  were 
laid  upon  Christ,  thon  oeasest  to  be  a  transgressor,  to 
the  hwt  hour  of  tiiy  life ;  so  that  now  thon  art  not  an 
Idolater,  tiion  art  not  a  thief,  &c.,  t\oa  art  not  a  sinfiil 
person,    whatsoever  sin  thon  committest" — ^Agidn, 
"  Ood  does  no  longer  stand  offended  nor  displeased, 
though  a  believer,  alter  be  is  a  believer^  do  sin  often  : 
Except  he  will  be  ofi'ended  where  there  b  no  cause  to 
be  offbnded,  which  is  blasphemy  to  speak." — ^Yet  agmn, 
*'  It  is  thought,  that  elect  persons  are  in  a  damnable  es- 
tate, in  the  time  they  walk  in  excess  of  riot ;  let  me  speak 
freely  to  you,  that  the  Lord  has  no  more  to  lay  to  the 
charge  of  an  elect  person,  yet  in. the  height  of  iniquity, 
and  in  the  excess  of  riot,  and  committing  all  the  abomi- 
nations that  can  be  committed." — **  There  is  no  time  but 
such  a  person  is  a  child  of  God," — (6.)  In  short.  Sir, 
you  must  be  of  the  sentiment  of  the  wildest  Antinomian 
I  ever  knew,  who,  because  he  had  once  a  bright  mani- 
festatiou  of  pardon,  not  only  concludes  that  he  is  safe, 
dioagh  he  lives  in  open  sin,  but  asserts,  God  would  no 
more  be  dUplttued  with  .him  for  whoring  and  stealing, 
ten  for  praying  and  receiving  the  sacrament. 

Again:  It  Is  an  important  truth,  that  we  may  please 
tiod  for  a  time,  and  yet  afterwards  displease  him.  St* 
Pnl  mentions  those  who,  by  putting  away  a  good  con- 
•oleiioe, '  concerning  faith  made  shipwreck,'  and  there- 
fore plfiAsed^God  no  longer,  '  seeing  that  without  faith 
k  k  JiDjM)ssible  to  please  Him.' 
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Of  this  the  Israelilea  are  a  remarliable  instance.  I 

'Tiiey  did  alldriab  of  that  Spirilaai  Rock  tliatfolloned  | 

them,  and  that  rock  was  Chrial.  Yet  with  many  ofthem  f 

God  waa  not  well  pleased  :"  'ITien  romes  the  proof  of 
the  diriae  djaplearare  ;  fhr  '  they  were  OTerihrown  in 
the  wildemess :  Now,*  adds  Ihe  apostle, '  these  things 
happened  unto  them  for  examples,  and  they  are  written 
for  our  admonition,  that  we  should  oot  lust  after  evil 
things,  and  tempt  Christ  as  they  did.  Therefore,  let 
him  that  ihinketh  he  itiaiideth,  take  heed  lest,'  after  ': 
their  example,  '  he  fall"  into  wilfuJ  sin,  the  dirine  dls-  ( 

pleasure,  and  utter  destruction. 

Our  Lord  teachesthe  samedoclrine, both hy  parables  i] 

and  positire  assertions.    He  gives  uslhe  history  of  a         ^ 
mac  to  whom  his  Lord  and  King  compassionately 'for- 
gavcadebtof  ten   bousand  talenlit :'  This  ungrateful 
wretch,  by  not  forgiving  his  fellow-servant  who  owed         j 
him  an  hundred  pence,  forfeited  his  own  pardon,  and         ( 
drew  upon  hinwelfthe  king's  heaviestdispkasnrei  'for 
he  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  ID  the  tormentors,  till         \ 
he  sboald  pay  all  Chat  was  due  to  him  :'  And,  to  the 
eternal  overthrow  of  Dr.  Crisp's  fashionable  tenets,  our         1' 
Lordadds,  'So,likewiseBhallmy  Father  dountojDu,         .; 
if  ye  from  your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  bro-         i 
tber  their  trc.ipasses.'    Agreeably  to  this,  he  assnred         I 
his  disciples,  that  his  Father  ■  pruneth  every  branch  in         \ 
him  that  bearelh  fruit,  and  taketh  away  every  one  that         i 
beareih  iiolfrnit;'  and,  to  shew  how  far  this  displea- 
sure may  proceed,  he  observes,  that  snch  a  barren 
branch  is  'caji  forth,  is  withered,  gathered,  cast  into 
the  fire,  and  burned." 

Here,  Sir,  I  might  add  all  those  scriptures  that  testify 
the  possibility  of  falling  away  from  tiie  divine  favour  = 
I  might  bring  the  alarmitigiaittaQces  of  those  apostates, 
who  onee'tasted  the  eood  word  of  God,  and  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  come,'  and  afterwards  '  fell  from  their 
stedfasiness,  lost  their  reward,  became  enetnies  to  Ood 
by  wicked  works,  haled  the  light"  which  once  they  re- 
,  joiced  in,  becanse  it  reproved  their  cvii  deeds  i  '  irod 
^^onder  foot  the  Son  of  God,  forgot  (be;  were  »a.s\\«& 
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from  their  old  sins,  and  counted  the  blood  of  Christ, 
wherewith  they  were  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing.'  Bat 
I  refer  yoa,  Sir,  to  the  two  Jolm  Goodwins  of  the  age, 
the  Rer.  Mr.  Wealey,  and  the  Rer.  Mr.  Selloo,  who 
bare  to  cat  down  and  stripped  tfaeCHi;piaii  OrtMkurp, 
that  tome  people  thiolt  it  actually  lies  withont  eitiier 
root,  bark  or  branches,  exposed  to  the  view  of  those 
who  bave'bounge  enoiigh  to  see  and  think  for  ibeai- 

Shoald  all  they  hare  adnuioed,  to  shew  diat  *•  we 
are  erery  boar  aiid  erery  moment  pleasing  or  displeas- 
ing  to  God,  according  to  our  Inttmal  and  extenial 
works,"  have  no  weight  with  yon;  let  me  conciBde  by 
prodndng  the  testimony  of  two  respeetaUe  diviaes, 
against  whom  you  will  not  enter  a  protest 

The  one  is  the  redor  of  LOughrea.  Yon  teU  us.  Sir, 
in  your  Sermons,  page  88,  that  the  acceptance  of  Cor- 
oellui^^was  not  absolutely  final  and  dedriTe;"  and 
you  addy  **  So  long  as  we  conUnue  in  the  flesh,  we  are 
doubtless  in  a  probationary  state.  Even  after  Comelins 
had  been  endued  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  had  he  wilfully 
done  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  he  might  have" 
[not  only  diipleated  God,  which  is  all  Mr.  W.  asserts 
in  this  proposition,  but]  '*  fallen  as  deep  into  perdition 
as  ever  Judas  did." 

I  know  one,  Sir,  who  was  burned  as  <<a  dreadful 
heretic,"  that  did  not  go  farther  in  this  heresy  than  you 
do.  And  that  is  good  Bishop  Latimer,  my  second 
witness.  He  not  only  affirmed,  that  "  Christ  ehed  as 
much  blood  for  Judas  as  he  did  for  Peter,"  but  roundly 
asserted,  ''We  may  one  time  be  in  the  book  and  ano- 
ther out; -as  it  appeareth  by  David,  who  was  written  in 
tiie  book  of  life ;  but  when  he  sinued  with  an  high 
hand,  [which,  by  the  bye,  we  may  do  every  moment,] 
he,  at  the  same  time,  was  out  of  the  favour  of  God, 
until  he  had  repented ;  out  of  Christ,  who  is  the  book 
In  which  all  believers  are  written." — Latimer's  Ser- 
mon,  on  the  Third  Sunday  after  Epiphany. 

Thus>  Sir,  have  I  looked  out  for  '*  the  heresy,"  the 
dnadfal  hereiy  of  Mr.  W.'s  Minutes,  by  bringing  all 
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t)ic  proposiliona  they  contain  to  tbe  touch$toue  of  acrip- 
tare  and  Comiuoa  Seme  ;  bat.  Instead  of  finding  it,  I 
liave  found  the  lery  marrow  o(  the  gospel  of  Chriat,  so 
far  aa  it  is  opposed  to  Dr.  Cnsp'H  Aatinomian  gospel : 
Which  at  this  time  would  overflow  our  little  Sion,  if 
God  did  not  nil  above  the  water-floods,  and  say  to  the 
proadeat  billowa  of  error,  ■  Hitherto  abaU  ye  come,  and 
110  farther.'  1  have  shewed  that  the  Minutes  cont^n 
nothing  but  what  is  truly  scriptumt,  and  nothing  bat 
what  the  best  Calvinist  divines  have  themselves  directly 
or  indirectly  asserted ;  except  perhaps  the  sixth  propo- 
sition concerning  the  merit  of  works  ,-  and  with  respect 
to  this,  I  hope  1  have  demonstrated,  upon  i-atiunal  and 
evangelical  priDciples,  (hat  Mr,  W.,  far  from  '  bringing 
in  a  damnable  heresy,'  has  done  the  gospel  justii-e,  and 
Prote^ttantism  service,  by  candidly  giving  np  an  old  pre- 
judice equally  contrary  to  scriptare  and  good  seuse,  a 
piece  of  bigotry  which  hath  long  hardened  the  Papists 
against  the  doctrine  of  "  Salration  by  the  merit  of 
Christ,"  and  halh  added  inconceivable  strength  to  the 
Antinomjan  delusion  among  us.  One  dtfficaity  remains, 
and  that  is,  lo  account  for  your  attacking  Mr.  Vf., 
though  you  conld  not  wonnd  him  withost  stabbing 
yourself.  Reserving  my  reflections  upon  this  amazing 
step  for  another  letter,  I  remain 

Yaar  attonished  Servant, 

In  the  bonds  of  a  peaceful  Gotpel, 
J.  FLETCHER. 
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LETTER  V. 

BONOUEED  AND  REVEEBlfD  IIR, 

Having  Tiodicated  both  some  important  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  and  an  eminent  «enrant  of  Christ  from 
the  charge  of  "  dreadful  heresy ;"  I  will  now  take  the 
liberty  of  a  friend  to  expostulate  a  little  with  foii. 

When  Brutns,  among  other  senators,  nished  upon 
CsBsar,  the  venerable  general,  as  he  wrapped  himself 
in  his  mantle,  jnst  said,  *'  And  art  thon  also  among 
tiiem  ?  Even  thoo,  my  son  ?,"  may  not  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dress yoQ,  Sir,  in  the  same  words  and  add,  *^  If  a  body 
of  men  must  be  raised  to  attack  me,  let  some  zealous 
follower  of  Dr.  Crisp,  some  hot-headed  vindicator  of 
reprobation  and  eternal  justification,  blow  the  trumpet, 
and  put  himself  at  their  head  :  But  let  it  not  be  pau, 
who  believe  with  me,  that  we  are  moral  agents  ;  that 
Ood  is  love  ;  that  Jesus  tasted  death  fur  every  man  ; 
and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with 
sinners.  If  you  do  not  regard  my  reputation,  consider 
at  least  your  own ;  and  expose  me  not  as  an  heretic 
for  advancing  propositions,  the  substance  of  which  you 
have  avowed  before  the  sun." 

But  had  those  propositions  at  length  appeared  to  yon 
unsound,  yea,  and  had  you  never  maintained  them  your- 
self, should  yon  not,  as  a  Christian  and  a  brother,  have 
written  to  him,  acquainted  him  with  your  objections, 
and  desired  him  to  solve  them  and  explain  himself,  or 
you  should  be  obliged  publicly  to  expose  him  ? 

Was  this  condescension  more  than  was  due  from  yon. 
Sir,  and  our  other  friends,  to  a  grey-headed  minister  of 
Christ,  an  old  general  in  the  armies  of  Emmanuel,  a  fa- 
tiier  who  has  children  capable  of  instructing  even  masters 
In  Israel ;  and  one  whom  God  made  the  first  and  princi- 


pai  instntmenl  of  the  late  revival  of  Internal  reUglon  b 
our  church  I 

Instead  of  this  fiicndly  method,  as  if  yon  irai  a  Ba- 
rak, *  commanded  by  the  Lard  Qod  nf  Israel,  yon  call 
together  tlie  children  of  Napthali,  and  Zebolon  ;'  Yoo 
convene,  from  Eoglaud  and  Wales,  clergy  and  laity, 
Charchmet)  and  Uigientci's,  to  meet  yoo  at  Brlalol, 
where  they  are,  it  seems,  to  be  entertained  in  good  and 
free  qnarters.  And  for  what  grand  expedition  ?  Why, 
OD  a  day  appointed,  you  are  to  march  up  "in  abody  j" 
not  to  attack  Sisem  and  his  Iron  chariots,  bnl  an  old 
Caleb,  wlio,  without  meddling  with  you,  quietly  goes  on 
to  the  conquest  of  Canaan  ;  not  lo  desire  in  a  friendly 
manner,  after  a  fair  debate  of  every  proposition  that 
appears  dangerous,  and  upon  previous  conTicllon,  that 
vhat  is  eEceptiooable  may  be  given  np ;  but  lo  do,  what 
I  think  was  never  done  by  nominal,  mnch  less  by  "  real 
PioEestants."— O  let  it  not  be  told  iu  Rome,  lest  the 
sons  of  the  Iiiqaisitiou  rejoice  I — This  miired,  this  for- 
midable body  Is  lo  "Insist  upon"  Mr.  W.,  and  the 
preachers  in  his  connexion,  "  formally  recantiug"  their 
Minutes,  as  appearing  "  Injurious  to  the  very  funda- 
mental principles  of  Christianity,  and  being  dreadfully 
heretical."  And  this,  (astonishing!]  without  the  least 
inqoiry  made  into  tiieir  meaning  and  design  ; — without 
a  shadow  of  aathority  from  our  superiors  in  church  or 
state ; — without  au  appeal  to  '  the  law  and  to  the  tes- 
timony ;" — without  form  of  process  ( — without  jndge  or 
jury  ; — without  so  much  as  allowiiig  the  poor  "  here- 
tics," (who  are  condeinned  six  weelis  befoi'e  they  can 
possibly  be  heard,)  to  answer  for  themselves ! 

At  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  stop,  some  months  ago, 
anch  rash  proceedings  in  Wale!",  pennit  me.  Sir,  to 
bear  my  testitoouy  against  them  in  Eiiglaud,  and  to  tell 
yon  they  exceed  the  hite  transactions  in  Edmnnd-Hatl. 
The  (Ix  students,  agonal  whom  wrath  was  gone  forth, 
irere  allowed  10  say  what  they  could  in  their  own  defence 
before  they  were  sentenced,  as  unfit  members  of  a  lite- 
rary society.  Likewise  the  Vice -Chancel  lor  had  the 
statutes  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  seeming  to  conn- 
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tenance  bU  proccediugs  :  But  what  statute  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  JcpuK  can  yoo  produce)  even  to  save  appear*- 
ances  ?  Surely  not  that  which  the  Papists  made  use  of, 
*  Compel  tiiem  to  come  in ;'  for  1  am  persuaded,  that 
altfaough  deigy  and  laity.  Churchmen  and  DIssenlen, 
are  convened  to  go  In  a  body  to  Mr.  W.'s  Conference, 
you  mean  no  external  compulsion.  Much  less  are  you 
•ntfaorlsed  to  "  Insbt"  upon  bis  owning  himself  **  a 
heretic/'  by  these  words  of  the  apostle, '  As  much  as 
lietb  in  you,  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  and  esteem 
ministers  highly  in  love  for  their  works'  sake/ — ^Neither 
by  bis  command,  *  An  heretic,  after  tiie  first  and  second 
admonition,  rc;fect,'  &c. ;  for  you  have  ndthcr  proved 
Mr.  W.  an  hereiic,  nor  omee  admtmUhed  Urn  as  sudh. 

Surely  our  Lord  will  not  smile  upon  your  undertak- 
ing ;  for  be  has  left  his  sentiments  upon  record,  the 
reverse  of  your  practice.  He  had  sidd,  *  Whosoever 
shall  receive,'  not  provoke,  '  one  of  sw^  diOdren  in 
my  name,  receivetii  me.  But  John  answered  Him, 
Mying,  Master,  we  saw  one  casting  out  devils  in  thy 
name,  and  we  forlrad  bim,  liecause  be  followeth  not  with 
us.  Forbid  him  not,'  said  Jesus, '  for  there  is  no  man 
who  can  do  a  miracle  in  my  name,  that  can  lightiy  speak 
evil  of  me.'  Festns  himself,  though  a  poor  Heatiien, 
vrill  disapprove  of  such  a  step :  Mt  is  not  the  manner 
of  the  Romans,'  says  he, '  to  deliver  any  man  to  die,' 
(or  to  insist  on  bis  publicly  giving  up  his  reputation, 
which  in  some  cases  is  worse  than  deatii,)  '  before  that 
he  who  is  accused,  have  the  accusers  &ce  to  fieu:e,  and 
have  licence  to  answer  for  himself  concerning  the  crime 
li^d  against  him.'  The  lordliness  of  your  procedure 
even  exceeds,  in  one  respect,  the  severity  of  the  Coun- 
cM  of  Constance ;  where  poor  Jerome  of  Prague  had 
leave  to  plead  his  own  cause,  before  he  was  obliged  to 
acknowledge  himself  an  heretic ;  and  make  ''  a  formal 
recantation"  of  the  propositions  he  had  advanced. 

Besides,  how  could  yon  suppose.  Sir,  that  Mr.  W., 
and  tiie  preachers  who  shall  assemble  with  him,  are 
andi  weak  men,  as  tamely  to  acknowledge  themselves 
beRtks  upon  your  ipse  dUeit  f    Suppose  Mr.  W.  took 
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ic  ia  his  bead,  toconvenealllliedicincsthitt  dieapprnre 
the  extract  of  Zanchias,  to  go  with  him  in  a  body  to 
Mr.  Toplady'a  cliapcl,  and  demand  a  (ormal  tecaotatioii 
of  that  performance,  as  heretical ;  yea  toinaiBtapon  it, 
before  they  had  "  meaaured  swords,  or  broken  a  pike 
together  t"  Would  not  the  tranalntor  of  Zanchius,from 
the  ramparts  of  common  sense,  deservedly  langh  at 
bim,  and  ask  whether  he  thought  to  frighten  him  by 
his  protests,  and  bully  him  into  orthodoxy  ; 

O  Sir,  have  we  not  fightings  enough  urilhoul,  to 
employ  all  our  time  and  streugth  ?  Must  ws  also  de.- 
clare  war  aod  piomote  tightiugi  wifAin  ?  Must  we 
catch  at  eci'ry  opportunity  to  atab  oue  another,  because 
the  livery  of  truth  which  we  wear  is  not  tamed  up  iu 
the  same  manner  ?  What  can  be  more  cruel  thou  this  f 
What  can  be  more  cutting  to  an  old  minister  of  Christ, 
than  In  be  traduced  as  "a  dreadful  hcrL'tic,"  in  printed 
letters  sent  to  the  best  mea  in  the  land,  yea,  through 
aii  England  and  Scotland,  and  signed  by  a  person  of 
yoor  rank  and  piety;  to  hare  things  that  be  knows  nut, 
that  he  nerer  meant,  laid  to  hia  charge,  and  difpereed 
fsa  and  near?  While  he  is  gone  to  a  neighbouring  king- 
dom, to  preach  Jesna  Chiist,  to  have  bis  friends  preju- 
diced, his  foes  elevated,  and  the  fruit  of  his  extensive 
miaistry  at  the  point  of  being  blanted  :  Put  yourself  in 
bi^  place,  Sir,  and  you  will  see  that  the  wound  i»  deep, 
■nd  reaches  the  very  heart-  I  can  apologize  for  the 
other  "  real  Protestants."  Some  arc  utter  strangers  to 
polemic  iKvinity;  others  are  biassed  by  high  Calvinism; 
and  one,  whose  name  ia  used,  never  saw  your  circalar. 
letter  tiU  it  was  in  print.  But  what  can  I  say  for  you, 
Sir  i  Agaiuat  hope  1  must  believe  in  hope,  tliat  an  unac- 
conotable  panic  influenced  your  mind,  and  deptived  you 
for  a  time  of  the  calmness  and  candour  which  adorn 
your  natural  temper.  If  thle  ia  the  case,  may  you  act 
'with  less  precipitancy  for  the  fuloie  1  And  may  the  cha- 
rity '  that  hopelb  all  thtnga,  believeth  all  thinD;s,  does 
not  provoke,  and  is  tiot  provoked,'  rule  in  our  hearts 
and  livcft  I  So  shall  the  Heathen  world  drop  their  just 
objections  against  our  unhappy ((iFi3ions,and  once  mure 
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be  forced  to  cry  ont,  "  See  how  tliese  Chri&tiaiislore !" 
And  so  thail  we  give  over  trying  to  difltorb^or  pall  down 
a  put  of  the  cbarch  of  Chruit,  becaiue  we  diaUke  the  co- 
lov  of  the  ftoDfs  with  which  it  is  built;  or  becanse  our 
feUow-bailders  cuiDot  pronounce  SMMetM  jast  u  we 
do. 

Qtae  word  more  aboot  Mr.  W.,  and  I  hare  done.    Of 
the  two  greatest  and  moet  nsefol  ministers  I  ererkneify 
one  b  no  more.  The  other,  after  amasing  labours,  flies 
still  with  unwearied  diligoice  through  the  three  king- 
doms, calling  sinners  to  repentance,  and  to  the  beaUng 
fountain  of  Jesu's  blood.    Though  opprasMcd  with  the 
weight  of  near  seventy  years ,  and  the  care  of  near 
thirty  thousand  souls,  he  shaaMS  still,  by  his  unabated 
zeal  and  immense  labours,  all  the  young  mtnistert  In 
^n^and,  perhaps  in  Christendom.    He  has  generally 
blown  die  gospel  trump,  and  rode  twenty  mtles,  before 
moat  of  the  professors  who  despise  his  labours,  have 
left  their  downy  pillow.    As  he  begins  the  day,  the 
week,  the  year,  so  be  concludes  them,«tiU  intent  upon 
extensiTe  services  for  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
the  good  of  suab.    And  shall  we  lightly  lift  up  our 
pens,  onr  tongaes,  our  hands  agidnst  him  ?  No,  let 
them  rather  forget  their  canning !  If  we  mH  quarrel, 
can  we  find  nobody  to  fiill  out  with,  bnt  the  minister 
upon  whom  God  pnts  the  greatest  honour  ? 

Onr  Ely  ah  has  lately  been  translated  to  heaven. 
Grey-headed  Elisha  is  yet  awhile  continued  upon  earth. 
And  shall  we  make  a  harry  and  noise,  to  bring  in  rail- 
ing accusations  against  him  with  more  success  ?  While 
we  pretend  to  a  pt^cnliar  zeal  for  Chrint's  gloiy,  shall 
the  very  same  spirit  be  found  in  us,  which  made  his 
persecutors  say,  'He  hath  spoken  blasphemy,'  (or 
heresy,)  <  what  need  we  any  farther  witnesses  ?'  Shall 
the  sons  of  the  prophets,  shall  even  children  in  grace 
and  knowledge,  openly  traduce  the  venerable  seer,  and 
his  abundant  labours  ?  When  they  see  him  ran  upon 
hki  Lord's  errands,  shall  they  cry,  not,  '  Go  up,  thou 
bald-head,'  but  <<Goap,  thou  heretic?"  Ob,  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  thou  rejected  of  men,  thou,  who  wast 
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once  called  '  a  deceiver  of  the  people,'  aulTer  it  uot ! ; 
leHt  the  raging  bear  of  pcrsecutioa  coine  suddenly  ont 
<if  the  wood  Dpuii  those  sodk  of  discoid,  and  (ear  them 
in  piecea. 

Aud  suppose  a  Noah,  iin  old  preacher  of  rigliteons- 
ness,  ihould  hare  really  nodded  nuder  the  Influence  of 
aa  honest  mUtake,  shall  we  act  a  worse  part  than  that 
of  Canaan  }  Shall  we  make  Eport  of  the  iiakedne^i, 
which,  we  say,  he  has  disclosed,  when  we  hate  boldly 
Ducovered  it  ourselrca  ?  O  God,  do  not  thon  permit  it, 
lest  a  cnrae  of  pride,  self- sufficiency,  bigotry,  Anlinomi- 
aaitm.and  bitter  ical,couie  upotiua  ;  uud  lest  the  chil- 
dren, begoltea  by  oar  unkind  preaching  aud  Duloring 
example,  walk  in  out  steps  and  inherit  our  propagated 
punishment '. 

Rather,  may  the  blessing  of  peaee-mnkert  be 
oars :  Slay  tlie  irieek,  losing  Spirit  of  Jeaua  fill  our 
hearts  I  May  f'treuma,  not  of  the  bitter  waters  which 
cause  the  curse,  but  of  the  living  water  which  gladdens 
the  elty  of  God,  flow  from  our  CathoUc  breasts,  and 
put  out  the  fire  of  iviid  zeal  and  pcrsecutiug  malice  I 
May  we  know  when  Sion  is  really  in  danger ;  aud 
when  the  accuser  of  the  bretlircu  gives  a  false  alarm 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  turn  the  stream 
of  andeflled,  lovely,  and  laving  l-eliglou,  Iiilu  tb*  miry 
channel  of  obsiiuate  prejudice,  Imperious  bigotry,  and 
noisy  rala-jangliog.  And  may  we  at  last  unanimously 
wonhip  together  in  the  temple  of  peace.  Instead  of 
striving  for  the  mastery  in  the  house  of  discord  ! 

Should  this  public  attempt  to  stop  the  war  which  has 
been  publicly  declared,  be  in  any  degree  anceessfnl  { — 
should  it  check,  a  little,  the  forwardness  that  has  lately 
appeared  to  stir  up  couteution,  under  preteute  of  oppo>- 
ingheresy; — should  it  make  wannmeuwillinjjlo  let  the 
light  of  their  tDoderation  shine  before  the  world,  and  to 
'  keep  a  conscience  void  of  offence'  towards  their  neigb- 
boara,  iastead  of  openly  opposing  their  liberty  of  con- 
science;— shonld  it  cause  the  good  that  is  in  auemtoent 
servant  of  Christ,  to  be  less  evil  spoken  of: — And  above 
all,  should  it  convince  iuiy  of  the  great  impropriety  of 
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exposing  precious  troths  as  "dreadful  heresies;"  and  of 
preferring  th«  fttpd  of'Dr.  Criip,  to  '  Ae  tmdi  as  it 
is  in  Jesus :' — I  shall  be  teas  grieved  at  hanng  been 
obliged  to  expottulate  wHh  jfon.  Sir,  in  this  public 
flMumer. 

In  hopes  thbwfU  be  the  case,  aadwltfa  a  heart  full 
of  ardent  wishct  tfialan  oor  nahuDT  dhddoBi  nay  end 
in  a  greater  nnWi^  IJi  llff  ^^"V^*^ 
Hon.  and  Rer.  Sir, 

Y&ur  o^mikmi  8€r9tmtf 

J.  FtBTCHER. 
Juip  29, 1771. 


SECOND  CHECK 


TO 


(OCCASIOXED     BY    A     LATK     NAREATIVE) 
IN    THREE    LETTERS 

TO  THE 

HON/  AND  REV.  MR.  SHIRLEY. 


BY  THE 


VINDICATOR 

OF  THE  REV.  MR.  WESLEY'S  MINUTES. 


tieprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long-suffering  and  (scriptural  J 
doctrine;  for  the  time  wiUeome  when  they  wiU  not  endure  sound 
doctrine,  2  Tim.  iv.  2,  3. 

Wherefore  rebuke  them  sharp^,  iholiheif  may  be  sound  in  the  faiths 
But  let  brotherly  love  contime.  Tit.  i.  13.    Heb,  xiii.  1. 
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The  publication  of  the  "  Vinilication  of 
Mr.  Wesley's  Minutes"  having  been  repra- 
sented  by  some  persons  as  anact  of  injiiatice, 
the  following  letter  is  made  public  to  throw 
some  light  upon  that  little  event,  and  serve 
aa  a  preface  to  the  Second  Ckecb  to  Anti- 


"  As  I  love  open  dealing,  I  aend  you  the 
substance,  and  almost  the  very  words,  of  a 
private  letter  I  have  just  written  to  Mr.  Shir- 
ley, in  answer  to  one,  in  which  he  informs 
me  he  is  going  to  publish  hia  Narrative.  He 
is  exceedingly  welcome  to  make  use  of  any 
part  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Ireland,  concerning 
the  publication  of  my  Vindication,  and  you 
are  equally  welcome  to  make  wliat  use  you 
please  of  this.  Among  friends  all  things  are, 
or  should  be,  common. 

"1  am.  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

^L  "  Yours,  &c. 

V  "J  FLETCHER." 

HBi«OSLBT,  Sept.  11,  1771-" 

m. " 
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PREFACE. 


TO  THE    H02V.   AND   RET.    MR.    SHIRLEY. 
''REV.   AND   DEAR   SIR, 

"  It  18  extremely  proper,  nay,  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  the  public  should  be  informed, 
how  much  like  a  minister  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  and  a  meek,  humble,  loving  brother 
in  the  gospel  of  Christ  you  behaved  at  the 
Conference.  Had  I  been  there,  I  would 
gladly  have  taken  upon  me  to  proclaim  these 
tidings  of  joy  to  the  lovers  of  Zion's  peace. 
Your  conduct  at  that  time  of  love,  is  cer- 
tainly the  best  excuse  for  the  hasty  step  you 
had  taken  ;  as  my  desire  of  stopping  my  Vin- 
dication, upon  hearing  it,  is  the  best  apology 
I  can  make  for  my  severity  to  you. 

"  I  am  not  averse  at  all.  Sir,  to  your  pub- 
lishing the  passages  you  mention,  out  of  my 
letters  to  AJr.  Ireland.  They  shew  my  pecu- 
liar love  and  respect  for  you  which  I  shall  at 
gll  times  think  an  honour,  and  at  this  juncture 
shall  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure,  to  see  proclaim- 
ed to  the  world.  They  apologize  for  my  call- 
ing myself  a  lover  of  qidetness,  when  I  unfor- 
tunately prove  a  son  of  contention :  And  they 
demonstrate,  that  I  am  not  altogether  void  of 
the  fear,  that  becomes  an  awkward,  unexpe- 
rienced surgeon,  when  he  ventures  to  open  a 
vein  in  the  arm  of  a  person  for  whom  be  has 
the  highest  regard.  How  natural  is  it  for 
him  to  tremble,  lest  by  xnissing  the  intended 


vein,  and  pricking  an  unseen  artery,  be 
should  have  done  irreparable  mischief,  in- 
stead of  an  useful  operation. 

"  But  while  you  do  me  the  kindness  of 
publishing  those  passages,  permit  me.  Sir,  to 
do  Mr.  Wesley  the  justice  of  informing  him^ 
I  had  also  written  to  Mr.  Ireland,  tjiat  '  when 
'  ther  my  letters  were  suppressed  or  rio^ 
'  the  Minutes  must  be  vindicated, — that  Mr'. 
'  VV,  owed  It  to  the  Church,  to  the  real  Frin 
'  leslanU,  to  all  his  Societies,  and  to  his  own 
'  aspersed  chai'ncter ; — and  that,  after  all,  mfi 
'  controversy  did  not  seem  to  me,  to  be  go 
'  much,  whether  the  Minutes  should  staAa 
'  aa  whether  the  Antinomian  gospel  of  Or; 
'  Crisp  should  prevail  over  the  practical  Go^- 
'  pel  of  Jesus  Christ.' 

"  I  must  also.  Sir,  beg  leave  to  let  my 
vindicated  Friend  know,  that  in  the  very 
letter  where  I  so  earnestly .  entreated  Mr. 
Ireland  to  stop  the  publication  of  my  lettets 
to  you,  and  offered  to  take  the  whole  expend 
of  the  impression  upon  myself,  thougfj 
should  be  obliged  to  sell  my  last  shirt' |t& 
defray  it,  I  added  that  '  if  they  were  put^ 
'  liahed,  I  must  look  upon  it  as  a  necessai^ 
'  evil  or  misfortune  ;'  which  of  the  two  words 
I  used,  I  do  not  justly  recollect :  A  misfor- 
tune for  you  and  me,  who  must  appear  incon- 
sistent to  the  world :  Yoo,  Sir,  with  your 
Sermons,  and  I  with  my  Title-page;  and 
nevertheless  necessary  to  vindicate  misrepre- 
sented truth,  defend  an  eminent  minister  of 
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Christ,  and  stem  the  torrent  of  Antinomian- 
ism. 

*'  It  may  not  be  improper  also,  to  observe 
to  jofjLp  Sir,  that  when  I  presented  Mr.  Wesley 
with  my  Vindication,  I  begged  he  would  cor- 
rect it,  and  take  away  whatever  m!ght'  be 
unkind  or  too  sharp ;  urging,  that,  though  I 
meant  no  unkindness,  I  was  not  a  proper 
judge  of  what  I  had  written  under  peculiarly 
delicate  and  trying  circumstances,  as  well  as 
in  a  great  hurry ;  and  did  not  therefore  dare 
to  trust  either  my  pen,  my  head^  or  my  heart. 
He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  I  sent  a  letter 
after  him^  to  repeat  and  urge  the  same 
request;  and  he  wrote  me  word,  he  had 
'  expunged  every  tart  expression.'  If  he  has, 
(for  I  have  not  yet  seen  what  alterations  his 
friendly  pen  has  made,)  I  am  reconciled  to 
their  publication;  and  that  he  has,  I  have 
reason  to  hope  from  the  letters  of  two  judi- 
cious London  friends,  who  calmed  my  fears 
lest  I  should  have  treated  you  with  unkind- 
ness. 

"  One   of  them   says,   '  I   reverence   Mr. 

*  Shirley  for  his  candid  acknowledgement  of 

*  his  hastiness  in  judging.     I  commend  the 

*  Calvinists  at  the  Conference  for  their  justice 
'  to  Mr.  Wesley,  and  their  acquiescence  in 
'  the  declaration  of  the  Preachers  in  connec^^ 
'  tion  with  him.     But  is   that  Declaration, 

*  however  dispersed,  a  remedy  adequate  to 
'  the  evil  done  not  only  to  Mr.  Wesley,  but 
<  to  the  cause  and  work  of  God  ?    Several 
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Calvinists,  in  eagerness  of  malice,  had  dif- 
persed  their  calumnies  through  the  three 
kingdoms.  A  truly  excellent  person  her- 
self, in  her  mistaken  zeal,  had  represented 
him  as  A  Papist  vnmasied,  an  Heretic,  an 
Apostalc.  A  clergyman  of  tlie  first  repu- 
tation informs  me,  o  Poem  on  his  Apastac^ 
is  just  coming  out.  Letters  have  been  sent 
to  effety  serious  Churchman  and  Dissenter 
through  the  land,  togetlier  with  the  Gospel 
Magazine.  Great  are  the  shoutings.  And 
now  Ihat  he  Uetk,  let  htm  rise  up  no  more! 
This  is  all  the  cry.  His  dearest  friends 
and  chUdren  are  staggered,  and  scarce 
know  what  to  think.  You,  in  your  comer, 
cannot  conceive  the  mischief  that  lias  been 
done  aud  is  stiil  doing.  But  your  letters, 
in  the  hand  of  Providence,  may  answer  the 
good  ends  you  proposed  by  writing  them. 
You  have  not  been  too  severe  to  dear  Mr. 
Shirley,  moderate  Calvinists  themselves 
being  judges;  but  very  kind  and  friendly 
to  set  a  good  mistaken  man  riglit,  and  pro- 
bably to  preserve  him  from  the  like  rash- 
ness as  long  as  he  lives.  Be  not  troubled 
therefore,  but  cast  your  care  upon  the  Lord.' 

"  My  other  friend  says,  '  Considering  what 
harm  the  Circular  Letter  has  done,  and  what 
an  useless  satisfaction  Mr,  Shiiley  has  given 
by  his  vcgue  acknowledgment,  it  is  no 
more  than  just  and  equitable,  that  your 
letters  should  be  published.' 

"  Now,  Su-,  as  I  never  saw  that  achimv 
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fcdgmeni,  nor  the  softening  corrections  made  by 
Mr.  Weeley  in  my  Vindication  ;  as  I  was  not 
informed  of  some  of  the  aboT^-ibenUooed 
particulars  when  I  was  so  eager  to  prevent 
the  publication  of  my  letters;  and  as  1  have 
reason  to  think,  that,  through  the  desire  of 
an  immediate  peace,  the  festering  wound 
was  rather  skinned  over  than  probed  to  the 
bottom;  all  I  can  say  about  this  publica- 
tion is,  what  I  wrote  to  our  common  friend, 
namely,  that '  I  must  look  upon  it  as  a  neces- 
sary eml* 

"  I  am  glad.  Sir,  you  do  not  direct  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Olivers  who  was  so  busy  in 
publishing  my  Vindication ;  for,  by  a  letter 
I  have  just  received  from  Bristol,  I  am  in- 
formed he  did  not  hear  how  desirous  I  was 
to  call  it  in,  till  he  had  actually  given  out 
before  a  whole  congregation  it  would  be 
&old.  Besides,  he  would  have  pleaded  with 
smartness,  that  he  never  approved  of  a  patch- 
ed-up  peace,  that  he  bore  his  testimony  against 
it  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  had  a  per- 
sonal right  to  produce  my  arguments,  since 
both  parties  refused  to  hear  his  at  the  Con- 
ference. 

"  If  your  letter  is  friendly.  Sir,  and  you 
print  it  in  the  same  size  with  my  Vindication, 
I  shall  gladly  buy  ten  pounds'  worth  of  the 
copies,  and  order  them  to  be  stitched  with 
my  Vindication,  and  given  gratis  to  the 
purchasers  of  it ;  as  well  to  do  you  j  ustice, 
'    jM  to  convince  the  world  that  we  make  a 
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loving  war ;  and  also  to  demonstrate  how 
much  I  regard  your  respectable  character^ 
aiidJieAOttr  yoor  dear  persoiK  :  Mr.  t Wesley's 
heart  ri^  I  am  persuaded^  tootfiiUiofibhHhffirly 
love  to  deny  me  the  pleasure  of  ihuiishoT^ixig 
you  how  sincerely  f      r  i 

. ;  *'  I  am.  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir,     ,.  ,  ,r. r. 
'    .  '  '        "  Your  oSaikni  ServdnL 

"  JOHN  FliETiSHEH  " 
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SECOND  CHECK  TO  ANTiNOMIANISM. 


LETTER  L 

■ONOURBD  AND  RKVBKEND  SIR, 

I  CORDIALLY  Uiaiik  yon  for  the  greatest  fMUt  of  yonr 
Narratiye.  It  conflnDi  me  in  my  hopes,  that  yoor  pro- 
jected oppositioD  to  Mr.  Wesley's  Minutes  proceeded  ia 
general  from  zeal  for  the  Redeemer's  glory :  And  as 
sttch  a  zeal,  though  amazingly  mistaken,  had  certainly 
something  very  commendable  in  it,  I  sincerely  desire 
your  Narrative  may  erldence  yonr  gwtd  meamimgf  as 
some  think  my  ViDdication  does  yonr  mistake. 

In  my  last  private  letter  I  observed,  Rev.  Sir,  that  if 
yonr  Narrative  was  kindy  I  would  buy  a  nnmber  of 
copies,  and  give  them  gratis  to  the  purchasers  of  my 
book,  that  they  might  see  all  yon  can  possibly  produce 
iu  your  own  defence,  and  do  you  all  the  justice  yonr 
proper  behaviour  at  the  Conference  deserves.  But  as  it 
appears  to  me,  there  are  some  important  mistakes  in  that 
performance,  [  neither  dare  recommend  it  absolute^  to 
my  friends,  nor  wish  it  in  the  religious  world  ihe/uU 
ssccess  you  desire. 

I  do  not  complain  of  its  severity ;  on  the  contrary, 
considering  the  sharpness  of  my  fifth  letter,  I  gratefully 
acknowledge  it  is  kinder  than  I  had  reason  to  expect 
Bat  permit  me  to  tell  you,  Sir,  I  look  iot justice  to  the 
Striptnral  arguments  I  advance  in  defence  of  truth, 
before  I  look  for  kindness  to  my  insignificant  person  ; 
and  could  much  sooner  be  satisfied  with  the  former  ^^an 
with  the  latter  alone.  As  I  do  not  admire  the  ^hion- 
Rbl0  method  of  advancing  general  charges  without  sup- 
porting them  by  particular  proofs,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  pointing  out  some  mistakes  in  your  Njtrrative, 


sad  by  that  means  endrnvour  to  do  jMlice  to  Mr. 
Wesley's  DecIarBtioua,  j-our  owti  Sermons,  my  Vludl- 
cation,  and  abore  all,  to  the  cause  of  Practk-al  Iteligiou. 

Waring  Che  repetition  of  wbal  1  raid  lu  niy  tant, 
tonching  the  publication  of  niy  Five  Letters  to  yon,  I 
object  first  to  your  putting  a  wrong  coloar  upon  Mr. 
Wcilcy'a  Detlaration.  You  insinuate,  or  assert,  that 
be,  and  Hfty-three  of  Che  preachers  In  Conference  with 
biui,  givenp  the  doctrine  of  "  Just! S cation  by  norks 
in  the  day  of  judgment." — "  Ic  appears,"  say  you, 
"  from  ihelr  suhdcribing  the  Declaration,"  tiotwttb- 
ataoding  Mr.  Oliver's  remonstrances,  "  that  diey  do 
not  muDtiun  a  eecood  justification  by  tvorks." 

Surely,  Sir,  you  wrong  them.  They  might  have  ob- 
jected to  some  of  Mr.  Oliver's  expressions,  or  been  dis- 
pleased with  his  readiness  to  enter  the  lists  of  dispute  ; 
but  certainly  so  many  judiciani  and  good  men  ronhl 
never  so  betray  the  cause  of  practical  religion,  as  laraety 
to  renounce  a  truth  of  that  importance,  if  they  had, 
one  step  more  Would  hare  carried  tbem  fntl  into  Or. 
Crisp's  EterualJustificatiDn,  which  is  the  very  cent  j-e  of 
ADtinomiauism  ;  and,  without  waiting  for  the  retnm  of 
the  next  Conference,  I  would  bear  my  legal  testimony 
against  (heir  AnUaomian  error.  Mr.  Wesley  I  reror- 
enee  as  the  greatest  miolster  I  know,  but  would  nut 
follow  him  one  step  farther  Chan  he  follows  Christ. 
Were  he  really'guilty  of  rejecting  the  evangelical  doc- 
trine  of  a  second  justification  by  works,  with  the  plain- 
Dess  and  honesty  of  a  Suisse  I  wonM  address  him,  as  1 
bes  yon  woold  permit  me  to  address  you. 

1,  Neiiheryon,Ilev.  Sir.uor  anydirine  in  the  world, 
liave,  I  preaume,  a  right  to  bloc  out  of  the  Gacrtd 
iBCordt  tliose  words  of  Jesos  Christ,  St.  James,  and  St. 
niol :  ■  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  command tnents, 
fliU  they  may  have  tight  to  the  tree  of  liftr. — Not  every 
wie  tbatitays  to  me.  Lord:  Lord.',  shall  cuter  into  the 
kluddem  of  heaven,  bat  he  that  does  the  will  of  my 
FallieT. — Be  ye  tlierefore  doers  of  the  word,  and  not 
Iwuera  onlyi  deceiving  your  own  iiclvcs. — For  we  are 
o  e 
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wMler  the  biw  to  Christ.— Nol  the  beareti  <>€  the  law 
tball  be  jott  before  God*  bot  the  doers  of  tke  law  shall 
bejastfted.— 4lfery  ouui's  work  sMfl  be  made  naai- 
Imi  :  For  the  day  shall  dcdare  m  bsfiis  it  ahall  be 
revealed  by  flrB»aMi  the  ire  shall  tiyoicryaum'awoffk 
ofwhaiaortlthit'  His  veiy  wer Ja  AaU  aidar«e  ths 
severest  scratliijt  *  I  Uf  aato  yoa,  [O  Iwir  Baay 
will*  iMlttaalB  the  eoDtnryQ  that  eterj  idle  vrovd  tiMt 
meo  dddl  speak,  Ihef  shall  give  aseoat  thereof  la  the 
day  of  Jadgment,  f«r  bj  thy  words  shall  tfaoa  [thca]  le 
Jasiified,  aad  by  thy  weids  shall  tea  [tfaea]  becon- 
oeiBaeo* 

Caa  yoa  siy,  8hr,  that  te  jastitoiiett  air aUrwud  by 
oar  Lord  ia  tide  passage*  b  the  saaM  aa  tetwidch 
St.  ftnl  speaks  of  aa  the  praaat  pflfUsge  ef  anMbv- 
efo^aad  baa  aepaAfealar  refapeaoa  to '  iie  day  ofjadg- 
asent'meotioBadhitfaepnee^UogseBlsaee?  Or  will 
yon  Imlaiale*  our  Loid  doea  not  dedare  we  ahall  be 
jastl6ed  la  Ae  last  dqr  by  warlt*  bat  by  wenb/ 
Wookl  this  evadoo  be  jndicioQs  I  Do  not  all  pro* 
iessors  know  that  wards  are  werlt  la  a  tiieoiogkal 
sense ;  as  being  both  the  signs  of  tiie  **  woridnga"  of 
onr  hearts*  and  the  potitife  **  works'*  of  onr  tongnes  ? 
Will  you  expose  yonr  repvtation  as  a  divine,  by  trying 
to  prove,  that*  although  we  shall  be  Jos^fied  by  the 
fmrks  of  oar  tongues*  those  of  our  hands  and  feet 
shall  never  appear  for  or  against  onr  jnstificalion  ?  Or 
wlUjou  insinnate*  that  onr  Lord  **  recanted"  the  legal 
sermons  written  Matt'  v.  and  zU  ?  If  yon  do*  his 
partiealar  acconnt  of  the  day  of  Judgment*  (chap,  zzv*) 
'whhdiMrongly  confirms*  and  dearly  ezpliuns*  the.doe- 
trfae  of  onr  aeooad  jnstification  by  works*  will  prove 
fyoii  gteatly  mistaken*  as  will  also  hisdedaradon  to  St 
Jolin*  above  forty  years  after*  *  Behold  I  come  qai<^ly* 
atid  my  vaerard  is  idth  me*  to  give  to  every  man  as  his 
^dMi[Bdlfi|lth]shaUbe.* 

':  f^Jf  ftMi  alone  turn  the  scale  of  Jas^ying  evidence 
•Me  tar  of  Ood*  how  many  bold  Antinondaos  vHn 
tttmniMon  to  Christ*  and  boast  they  are  Interested 
ijMMIi  laipatiilitghtBOosBtfM !  How  many  wlA  say,  with 
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the  foolish  lirgina,  " '  Lord  I  Lord !  we  are  of  faith, 
uud  Abmham's  children :  In  (by  name,'  wc  publtcl;  dp- 
posed  all  legal  profesjora,  tradnced  their  leaclien  aa 
enemies  to  thy/ree  grace:  and,  '  to  do  thee  service,' 
made  il  unr  baainesa  to  expoae  the  rielileliasnein,  utd 
cry  down  the  good  works,  of  thy  people ;  therefore, 

*  Lord  !  Lord  <  opeu  to  ui ','  " — But,  Hlas  '.,  far  frnm 
Uiaukiti;  thein  for  their  pains,  without  looking  at  tb^r 
boasted  f^ih.  He  will  dismlis  them  with  a  '  Depart 
trom  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity ','  As  if  he  uid ; 

"  Depart,  ye  that  made  the  doctrine  of  oiy  ainne- 
inent  a  cloke  for  your  tius,  at  '  sewed'  it  as  a  '  pillow 
under  the  anas  of  my  people,'  to  make  them  sleep  in 
camHl  security,  when  they  should  liave  '  worked  oni 
their  salratiou  with  fear  and  trembling.'  Vou  profeti 
to  know  me,  but  I  disown  yoo.  My  sheep  I  know  : 
Them  that  are  mine,  I  linow.  The  seal  of  myholinesii 
lenponthemalliTheniDttooflt,  <l«f  Ai'mfAiXtMmrM 
lit  nofos  of  CAri«f  depart  from  iniquili/,)  Is  deeply 
eagrareD  oa  their  faitllful  breasts, — not  on  yoars,'  yc 
'  camal,  ye  sold  under  ain  !' 

"  '  And  why  railed  ye  me,^  Lord  !  Loan !,  and 
did  not  the  things  which  1  said  !'  Why  did  yon  ereu 
use  my  righteoasness  as  a  breast-plaie,  to  stand  it  oat 
against  the  wordof  my  righteousness;  and  as  an  engiuc 
to  break  both  tables  of  my  law,  and  batter  down  my 
holiness  ?  Your  heart  ran^emns  you,  ye  '  sinners  In 
Zioo  !  Ye  salt  without  savonr  !'  Ye  heiievers  wilbo« 
charity  I  And  am  not  I  '  greater  than  jroar  heart  ?' 
And  '  know'  I  not '  your  works  7'  Yes,  ■  I  knowthat 
the  love  of  God  is  not  <n  yoa,'  for  yon  despised  one  of 
these  my  brethren.  How  could  you  think  to  deceive 
me, '  ihe  Searcher  of  hearts  and  Trier  of  reins  ?'  And 
bowdid  yon  dare  to  call  yourselves  by  my  name )  As 
if  yoo  were  my  people .'  my  dear  people .'  mine  elect  f 
Are  not  all  niy  pecnliar  people  '  partakers  of  my  holi- 
ness,' and '  zralons  of  gooA  works  P  Have  nut  1  chosen 
lo  myself  the  man  that  is  godly,'  and  protested,  thai 

*  thenngodly  sh^l  not  stand  in  judgment,  nor  sinnen,' 
IfeiMigb  in  (beep's  clothing,  ■  in  the  ca  ogre;  alio  n  of  the 
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riKhteoas  ?'  And  tay  I  not  to  the  wicked^  thmifl^  he 
iboiild  hare  beeDOoe  of  my  people,  h^mmmk^  Tkom4Kri 
mme^m^ptttphmms  « Whal hMllliMlo  dfrwilh 
tridng  njeotanant  in  tfaynoilh}'  YmidfMjMa 
te  woriB»  wddUaol  wMhfoar  heMTliftoaiiiii^irfirlB 
ny^hloodi  thBrciDfe»  aooovdhifto  fltjrWOTd^  *>Idim 
jM^'^  in  tef  tan, '  beftaro  sf  Mhcr  «id  lib  iMy 
Mistb.'  Perish  fov.hope»  fB  hgfpoorilie  :■  AadvUor 
dutoev  be  yow  porHMy  '  fB:teihie-«bMled!  Lei 
fMrfid^estenpriaayoa/yetbkiiiVcyMhale!  Loitihi 
Ml  ef  your  Babeb  eraeh  yM,  y«  tenffri^f  profewett 
dfmy  hambk  ftith !  Fly»  <  ye  doadi  withowt  iwter.^ 
ye  chaff/  fly  before  the  blaaief  myiifhleoBaiadigu^ 
Itott!  *  Ye  woritan  of  iaiqai^rl  Ye  Mftna^nuuiaiiled 
latarse^ela  of  lighl !    YecwMd^ieperCl*" 

'  IK  Nor  is  our  Lord  sfaignlaf  in-ys  doetrine  lilfuflb^ 
ftcBCletfy  or  condeBuatioOy  by  works  in  tiiO'day  otiaiit^ 
iscni*  If  it  hi  an  heresy,  the  peiriarehs,  praplieta^and 
apost&Bs  are  as  great  hmtics  as  flieir  Master^-^Bnoeh^ 
qooltd  by  St  Jade,  prophesied,  that,  wlttn  tiie  Loid 
ihall  '  come  to  ezecate  Jadgment  upon  all  men^'  he 
will  *  coQviooe  the  ungodly  among  them  of  all  dieif 
lofodly  deeds  and  hard  speechei.'  This  amaiethB  wHi 
no  doubt  be  in  order  to  condemnation  ^  and  tliis  toshi 
demnation  will  not  turn  upon  unbelief,  but  its  effect^ 
<  nngodly  deeds  and  hard  speeches.'— -Salomon  confirms 
te  joint  testimony  of  Enoch  and  St  Jnde,  where  he 
81^  *  He  that  knoweth  the  heart,  shalTrender  foemy 
man  ^according  to  his  works ;'  and  again,  *  Know»  O 
ynnng  nan,  that  for  all  these  things,  for  all  thy  ways^ 
God  shaif  bring  tliee  into  judgment'  t 

St'Paol,  Ae  great  champion  for  foith,  is  partleuhurly 
express  upon  this  anti^Crispian  doctrine.  *  The  Lord^f 
«is»  he,  *  in  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelaHon  of  ifhe 
rf^^bteons  Jodgntent  of  Qod,  will  reader  to  every  man 
nooordiog  to  his  deeds  ;  to  them  that  continue  i»wtM* 
Mng,* — here  is  the  tru  e  perseverance  of  the  ssdnts ! — 
'•dinaal'  Mt  \  Indigna/tion  ^i^^u  e>r«r|  ^^^ <^f  nian 
«ll»s(M'«9iV  Md  ^ory  10  «f«nTi»»^^\»  uwWSh. 
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good ;  for  [here  is  no  respect  of  pt rsons  with  God. — We 
shall  all  appear  before  the  Juilgnie  iitseat  of  Chriit,  that 
ewerjf  one  may  recetie  the  thines  i/owe  iu  the  body,'  not 
according  to  that  he  hath  believed,  whether  It  be  Irw 
or  lUse,  but  ■  iiacording  to  that  he  hatli  done,  whediDr 
it  be  good  or  bad.'— St.  Peter  anserW,  that  ihe  Falher, 
'  without  respect  otperBOna.judgeth  accordiugto  every 
moD's  teerk.'—Aai  St.  John,  wlio,  next  to  our  Lord, 
gives  as  the  most  partlcnlai'  descriptiou  of  the  day  of 
jodgment,  eouctudes  it  by  those  awfal  n'ords,  '  And  tbe 
dead  were  judged  out  of  the  things  written  in  Ihc 
boohs,  &ccotd)ug  to  their  vrorba.'  It  ia  not  once  raid, 
•'  accordiug  to  ^eir faith." 

Fenuit  me.  Sir,  to  Bum  up  all  these  teEtlmonles  in 
the  words  of  two  fcintts  and  two  apoalles.  •  Let  in 
hear  llie  concluaiou  of  the  whole  matter,'  sup  the 
K'mg  who  chOEE  wisdom,  '  Pear  God,  anit  kerp  hi» 
commandmenlt,  for  ^U  ia  the  whole  duty  of  man  g 
for  God  shall  bring  every  aork  itito  judgment,  whether 
it  be  good  or  evil.' — '  They  that  have  doae  good,'  »aja 
the  King  vrbo  is  wisdom  itself,  (and  the  Aihansiisp 
Creed  after  him,)  '  aball  go  into  ererlastiutt  life ;  nntl 
the)'  that  have  not  dime  good,'  or  '  that  bare  Aoim 
evil,  to  evcrliutiDg  punishment' — '  Yon  see  then,'  And 
thef  are  the  woiib  of  St.  James,  '  lliat  a  man  \tj*Hi~ 
fled  by  aorkt,  and  not  by  faith  only.' — By  fahh  he  lia 
jostified  at  his  conrereioo,  and  when  bin  baclijlidinpt 
sre  hetded.  Bat  he  ia  justitied  by  works,  (1.)  In  tbe 
hour  of  trial,  as  Abraham  wu  when  he  bod  o9^re<l  tqi 
Isaaor  (2.)  lu  a  court  of  spiritaat  or  civil  jodiotora, 
na  St.  Paul  at  the  bar  of  Fe.^tnB :  And,  (Z.)  Before  ilia 
judgment-seal  of  Christ,  a*  every  one  will  be  wboaS 
faith,  when  he  goes  hence,  is  fonud  u'urking  by  lave  ; 
forthere,  Fays  St.  Paul,  as  well  aa  in  cousiECiiral  oonrW, 
'  eireuiiKision  Isnoiliing,  aDduoclrcamcion  is  nothhiit 
bnc  the  keeping  of  the  command nteuta  of  Gud.Ti^X 
Cor.vU.  la.)  .  ..« 
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no  dccplf  Mgrnven  on  the  coniicience*  of  sincere  pfo^ 
iH^om,  that  the  mojit  eminent  ministers  of  all  deno- 
mlaations  perpetually  alldde  to  it, — ^yourself,  Sir,  not 
excepted,  as  I  coold  prore  fhim  your  Sermonsy  if  yoa 
bid  not  recanted  them.  How  often,  for  Inftanoey  haa 
tfiBt  great  man  of  God,  the  troly  rererend  Mr.  White* 
field,  said  to  his  immense  congregatioiM !,  **  Yon  are 
**  warned ;  I  am  dear  of  yonr  blood ;  I  shall  rine  at 
''  a  swift  witness  against  yoa,  or  you  agiunst  me,  Iq 
'*  the  terrible  day  of  the  Lord !  Oh,  remember  to 
**  dear  me  then !  ;**  or  words  to  that  parpose.  Aad'  is 
DM  tliia  jnst  as  if  he  had  said,  '*  We  shall  aU  be  *  Jna- 
**  tSfied  or  condemned  in  the  day  of  judgmenf  by  what 
**  we  are  now  doing:  1  l>y  my  preaching,  aod  yon  by 
"  yonr  hearing  V 

And  say  not.  Sir,  that  "  such  expressions  were  only 
JKghti  of  oraiorp,  and  prore  nothing."  If  you  do,  yoa 
*  iMMfa  the  apple  of  God's  eye.'  Mr.  WhiteMd  was 
not  a  JUghtf  orator^  but  spolce  the  words  of  solienieus 
and  tmth,  with  dinne  pathos,  and  floods  of  tears  deda« 
rative  of  his  sincerity. 

Instead  of  swelling  this  letter  into  a  yolame,  (as  I 
easily  might,)  byprodocing  quotations  from  all  the 
sober  Paritan  divines,  who  have  directly  or  indirectly 
asserted  a  second  justification  by  worics,  1  shall  preeent 
yon  only  with  two  passages  from  Mr.  Henry.  On  Mott* 
xlL  37,  he  says,  **  Consider  how  strict  the  jndgBient 
will  be  on  account  of  car  words.  *  By  thy  wordu  thon 
Shalt  be  jastifled  or  condemned,' — a  common  nile  la 
men's  jndgment,  and  here  applied  to  God's.  Note,  the 
constant  tenor  of  oor  discourse,  according  as  it  is  gn^ 
elons,  or  not  gracious,  will  be  an  evidence  for  us,  or 
against  ns,  at  that  day.  Those  that '  seemed  to  be  ra- 
I%i6ns,  but  bridled  not  their  tongue,'  will  then  be  (bund 
Ohave  put  a  cheat  upon  themselves  with  a  rain  rd^ 
g|on.««Jt  concerns  us  to  think  much  of  the  day  of 
Judgment,  that  it  may  be  a  check  upon  oor  tongues." 
And  again, 

trpOB  those  words,  Rom.  ii.  13,  '  Not  the  liearers  of 
Ifei  taw<Bro  Jnst  before  God,  but  the  doers  of  the  law 


shall  bejuaLJfieil ;'  tlielioneslionimeijtaloriaya, "The 
Jcwitih  [Antiiiouiiauj  doctors  bolalercdap  their  follow- 
ers witli  Bu  opinion,  that  ull  Ibal  were  Jewa,  [theelecl 
people  of  Qiid,]  how  bad  soever  die;  liied,  shouldhave 
a  gloi'lou9  place  in  tlie  world  to  comc  This  the  apostla 
here  opposes.  It  was  a  very  great  prtvi1e(^  that  Ibey 
had  the  law,  but  not!t  saviug  privil^e,  ttn/ei! 'A«jr /HWd 
itp  to  the  iaic  Iheg  had. — We  mxj  apply  it  to  tbe^a* 
pel:  It  is  not  hearing,  bnt  doing  that  aiil lave  at. 
John  nil.  17 :  Jaoies  i.  22."— Who  does  not  perceive, 
that  Mr.  Henry  saw  the  truth,  and  epokelt  so  far  Bi  be 
tliouglit  Ilia  Ciilvinialic  readeia  could  bcai  it  i  Surely, 
if  that  good  man  dared  to  eay  to  much,  vie,  wlioiiave 
"  doae  leanine  too  much  towards  Calviiuaui,"  should 
be  inescasable  if  ne  did  not  aay  all, 

IV.  The^e  testimonies  will,  1  hope,  mBke  yon  weigh 
with  an  additional  degree  of  candour  the  following  at^- 
mentB  ;  which  1  shall  produce  as  a  Logician,  lest  any 
shoald  be  tempted  to  caQ  me,  a  told  meiaphi/Hcian,  or 
aimoat  a  inigiriaii : 

The  voice  that  St.  John  heard  in  heaieo,  did  not 
say,  '  Blessed  are  the  dead  tliat  die  in  the  Loid,  lor 
their  faith  follows  them:'  No,  it  is,  tAeir  leorkt. 
Faith  is  the  hiddeti  root,  hope  the  rlsiog  s(all>,  sad  Jove, 
together  with  good  works,  the  iioumhiug  corn:.  And 
aa  the  kiug's  agents,  who  fill  a  royal  granary,  do  oot 
take  in  the  roots  and  stalks,  but  the  pure  wheat  alotte  ; 
ao  Christ  takes  neither  faith  uoi  hope  iuto  heaven,  the 
former  being  gloriously  absorbed  io  sight,  and  the 
latter  in  enjoyment. 

If  I  may  compare  faith  and  hope  to  '  the  chariot  of 
Ijracland  the  courser  thereof,' they  both  bring  believers 
(o  Ibe  everlasting  doors  of  glory,  but  do  not  enter  in 
themselves.  Not  so,  love  and  good  morii;  for  love  Is 
both  the  nature  and  elemeat  of  saints  iu  glory  j  and 
good  works  necessarily  follow  them,  both  ia  the  huuki 
of  remembrance  whichshail  then  be  opened,  and  in  tbe 
objects  and  witnesses  of  those  workr,  who  !<halltlieD  be 
all  pieseul ;  as  it  appears  from  lite  words  of  our  Lord, 
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^  Voa  hare  done  it/  or  <  Yoa  have  not  done  it,  to  one 
of  the  lca«t  of  these  my  brethren  ;'  and  those  of  St. 
Paul  to  bis  dear  conrerts,  **  Yoa  shall  be  *  my  Joy  and 
my  crown'  in  that  day."  Thos  it  is  eFident,  that 
although  /cnih  is  the  temporary  measure  aooordinf  to 
which  God  deals  out  His  mercy  and  grace  in  this 
world,  as  we  may  gather  from  that  sweet  saying  of  onr 
Lord,  *  Be  it  done  to  thee  according  to  thy  FArra ;' 
yet  lw€  and  good  works  are  the  eternal  mearares, 
according  to  which  he  distributes  jnstificatioD  and 
glory  in  the  world  to  come.  On  these  obeeirations,  I 
argue, 

We  shall  be  justified  in  the  hut  day,  by  the  grace  and 
erklences  which  shall  then  remain. 

Love  and  good  worlcf ,  the  (ruits  of  fidth,  shall  then 
remain. 

Therefore  we  shall  then  be  Justified  by  love  and  good 
works,  that  is,  not  by  faith,  but  by  its  fhiits. 

V.  This  doctrine,  so  agreeable  to  scripture,  the  sen- 
timents of  moderate  Calvinists,  and  the  dictates  of  rea> 
son,  <  recommends*  itself  likewise  '  to  every  man's  con- 
science iu  the  sight  of  God.'  Who,  but  Dr.  Crisp,  couid 
(after  a  calm  "  review  of  the  whole  affiur,")  affirm,  that 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  if  I  am  accused  of  being  actually 
an  hypocrite,  Christ's  sincerity  will  justify  me,  whether 
it  be  found  in  me  or  not  ? 

Again.  Suppose  I  am  charged  with  being  a  drunkard, 
a  thief,  a  whoremonger,  a  covetous  person  ;  or  a  fretful, 
impatient,  ill-natured  man ;  or,  if  you  please,  a  proud 
bigot,  an  implacable  zealot,  a  malicious  persecutor,  who, 
notwithstanding  fair  appearances  of  godliness,  would 
raise  disturbances  even  in  heaven  if  I  were  admitted 
there :  Will  Christ's  sobriety,  honesty,  chastity,  gene- 
realty  :  Or  will  his  gentleness,  patience,  and  meekness, 
JQStify  me  from  such  dreadful  charges  ?  Must  notl  be 
fonnd  really  sober,  honest,  chaste,  and  charitable  ?  Must 
I  not  be  inherently  geutle,  meek,  and  loving  ?  Can  we 
deny  this,  without  flying  in  the  fiace  of  common  sense, 
breaking  the  strongest  bars  of  scriptural  truth,  and 
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openiug  the  flood,  galea  to  the  fonleat  waves  of  Antlno- 
mianism  ?  If  we  grant  it,  do  we  not  grant  a  second 
JustJficBiioQ  by  works !  And  does  not  St.  Panl  grant, 
or  rather  inaUt  upon  as  mni-h,  when  he  declares,  that 
'  Without  ho)  Inesa  no  man  shall  see  ^e  Lord?' 

VI.  Youwill  probably  ask,  what  adrantagetheChnrh 
will  reap  from  this  doctrine  of  a  second  justification  by 
worts  ?  I  answer  that,  under  God,  it  will  rouae  Anti- 
Doioians  ont  of  their  carnal  security,  stir  up  bellereH 
to  follow  hard  after  holiness,  aod  reconcile  fatal  diffet- 
encca  araoug  Christians,  and  seeming  cuutradictlons 
in  the  acripture. 

I.  It  will  RE-AWAKEN  Antivomiavs,*  who  fancy 
there  is  no  condemnation  tolhem,'  whether  they' walk 
after  the  Spirit'  in  lave,  or  '  after  the  flesh'  in  malice  ; 
whether  they  'forsakeall'  to  follow  Christ,  or  like  Jndaa 


Ai  litBse  TcalchMrai  of  God  lament  the  ba^  U£c  AntiTwrnieni 
mske  of  Ihclr  piinciplra,  I  hope  Ihcy  will  Dol  be  offeniled  if  I  best 
.r . !_.. <__  ..-.    .,  'jTilhoy  have  fm^Bently  op- 


wdfli^plihii  «kccp  Uck  pnrt'  oTwlnl  dmald  be  «lic 
iawt'i <itb— timtf m.  TbooMnifarlKildlyprofeujiistl* 
4ili|fMili«  tMi  feriup^WTMl  {■■KitgliPii,  fHiOTCifr 
ifjg  ^  cn>MMiMmqi»  <f  Qod  jttt  "dhi— ch  Aittey 
■rpnii'tto  fcripmiM'tjoottd  toMr.  Wcdfey'sJIiBirtet. 
I'Vyoifcihelr  dbotoinsl  f^ilear  Mjr  riiae  tf  tnwer  ciT 
pteufMoB^wbeaca  theyMMfaUMebott  tote  Liw 
^Ooipd  •#  JcMH.  Hit  teiTfijrv,  ^liMeGodwiA 
HHhf  Jmrit  Md  dy  wrig^baf  f '  Ihyietf,  HiatllMm 
il9eil««tf  Ib  glorf^^  U  tiMm  vilte  «MBr  farto  llM^  ]|fe> 
(•r^lMFd'^teplkeoomMMiiMrtt.^  H«ktUti>dilet 
tWr#IC|i^iliittoMl  #f  n— MMiilliiy  <b6lr  veapeet,  ttd 
Mdliat  their  dlUgcoee.  «<MoMilflMuMt*'tii7llwf( 
HjtWb  fcwn  Mlliiiif  t»  do  iHth  the  itw !  We«e  iiol 
ISMtedb*  tour  to  Outer  Jtttny^atsmiMWffcttfib 
«ntaliiol^lMtaRcdeeiierlot«ve«i.'^  •  *'; 

(ffbtigo^^  eriet  to  tfatn,  'Rci^eilt  tnd  fKUeMii^' 
aviijMl  M  If  God  wMto  be  the  yBOllea|»belleHiig'tlii- 
attyi-lbejr  cardeiely  reply,  **  The  Lord  mAit  Ao '  all; 
If  lepeMBDce  and  ^ith  are  Ms  worfct,  and  tfaey  wirfbe 
^  Aotterki  tfie  dty  of  hfai  power  ;*' aad  80  wKboot  restkti^ 
aacb:  tfMiy  decently  follow  the  stream  of  worldly  vatRdllt 
8tid''flBsbly  la8ts.--8t  Paol  ciies,  Mf  ye  li?e  after  i9ie 
flesh,  ye  shall  die.'  «  We  know  better/'  answer  titey, 
Mithere  are  neither  (^  nor  conditions  In  all  the  gosp^L" 
**Me  adds,  ^  This  oae  thing  I  do,  leaving  the  thk^ 
thai  ase  bdiind,  I  press  towards  the  tMork,  for  tiie  prixb 
of  nvf  *higfa  oalHng  In  Christ  Jesus— the  crown  of  Milif 
Q^ryd'ftdlowenofme:  Ran  also  tfie  raee  Aat  Is^ad^^ 
belbe(s>yoa.'.  ««What!"  say  ^iey,«  would  yon  haVe*iik' 
^wykivadwmfk  ftri^f^f  Win  yon  always  harp  npoll 
V'tiiallsgai  Jtriog  Do  !  Do  /,  instead  of  telling  ns  ni^ 

--.■>■  v;  ,         •  ■•-"'^ 


papolM/lMili  ainllirtaidtoboChpRliBi^  aiiAft>«»wbQie«W^i3s 

itMSlfiaiiJak  mamgtf  inooinpatible  extrexnes  of  aedgiaxal  tmttinr'..' 
W4Wtf  W'tohr  teWta,  hoDMt  hearts,  and  humble  loving  iptite, 
astnni  and  gnee  have  formed  jfou  on  inirpoteto  io-thecliidrah')M» 
mlpf.,  Vbgafyn,  wUl^oqt  jcfg^dinftthei^itotoaeytw 
\u!0»  wBne  of  the  toving  Jeni^  and  iQrhis  catboK^^^biJiji^ 
itoi  peft^lSMOni  6tmoderatton  and  oimriiUn^,  'napiih 
IsnaAsii  aat  Tiitiiwiriai  Cipoan^  at  ioiff  flB«;'. 


•'  wehaiienotliing  to  do,' but  to  believe  thai  all  !8d£*»f" 
St.  Jamei"  tries,  "  'S/icw  yoar  fnith  bgyoar  leorkti faith 
ailAaul  isarlt4  li  dead  already,  mnch  moie  that  which 
is  accompBiiicd  bj  bad  wocks."  "  What  1"  say  Ihey, 
"  do  you  ihiuk  the  lamp  of  failh  tan  be  put  out  M  a 
"  candle  can  he  extingnished,  bj  not  being  aolTerdl  to 
"  ahinef  WEarthodosholdiuBtthecoDtrary:Weai»hl- 
■■  tain  both  that  f^th  can  never  die,  aud  tliU  DvlDg 
"  faith  is  eonaisteut  not  only  with  the  omission  of  good 
"works,  but  with  tlie  commiasion  of  the  Rioit  bonM 
"  crimes." — St.  Peter  bids  them  '  give  all  diligence  to 
make  their  electioa  aurcbyaddirig  to  their  faiihTirliie,' 
&C.  "  Legal  stuff',"  say  Ihey,"  The  covenant  ia««ll- 
"  ordered  in  all  things  And  sure:  Neither  will  mwrirtue 

nest  and  declares,  '  He  that  Binrcth  is  of  the  devil.' 
"  Wbat  1,"  Gay  they,  "  do  yon  think  to  Taake  na  cAn- 
"  verts  to  Aminianism,  by  thusiasiuuatinglhatamaa 
"  can  be  a  child  of  God  to-day,  aod  a  child  uf  the 
"  devil  to-morrow  ?" — St.  Jude  advance*  last,  and 
charges  them  to  'beep  tbetntielTea  in  llie  loreof  Ood;' 
aud  they  supinely  i^ply,  "  We  can  do  nothing.  Be*ide», 
*'  we  are  aa  easy  and  as  (<afe  witJiout  a  frame  ■■  with 

With  the  scven-fuld  Ehield  of  tlie  AatLiiomian  faith 
tb^  would  fi^btthe  Twelve  Apoatlcs  round,  aud  Mme 
oSV  in  their  own  ImaginatloD,  more  tbon  conquerorSj 
Nay,  were  Christ  him^f  to  come  to  tliem  itieognile,  at 
be  did  to  the  disciples  that  w^t  to  Kinniaui,  and  Bay; 
'  Be  yeperfect,  as  f  oar  Father  who  is  in  heaven  is  perfect  i' 
It  would  be  well  if,  while  they  measurBdhim  (rorahead 
(o  foot  wilii  iookluf  pily  or  surprize,  somewerenul 
bold  enough  (o  say  wilb  a  sneer,  "Yon  a!e  a  Pertec- 
"  tionjst,  it  seems,  a  follower  of  poor  Jolin  Winley  ■ 
"  Bre  yon  ?  For  our  part,  wc  arc  for  Christ  and  Free 
"  Grace,  but  John  Wesley  aud  jou  ate  for  PerfuctioB 
"»nd  Free  Will." 

Now,  Sir,  if  any  doctrine,  humanly  tpeuktn;,  can 
reBcne  these  mistaken  pei-flons  out  of  ao  dreadfula  snarr, 
it  a  that  which  1  contend  for,    Antioouiiaa  dream) 
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TftaSah  bdbre  it,  at  the  ooiioni  damps  of  tlie  nvfiki 
before  the  riiiiiig  mh.  St  I^nl,  if  thej  woold  Imt  licar 
bin  Ml,  witli  tliit  OM  nfiof ,  aa  with  •  dMMaiid  n«i» 
wnM  deoMllih  aU  thdr  Babeto  t  *  CUsmmdktkam  H 
Mlbbiffp  mdicaBKlaloB  b  Botbifg,  biU  tte  keapiav  af 
Iha  MMBiaailuiiiali  of  CkMt:'  Or,  to  ipeak  agwtibte 
10  Mr  HmSp  <«  BafaB  te  tribvnl  of  CMat»  iBOM  €f 
fodUaeti,  CaiviniaaaadAnBiBiaB  aotjoaa  ai a  ■ilHiyf 
Coafcwioi  of  iiifli  aad  w canlatloai  of  error,  yaat  ■>- 
alJMfttioiH  aad  fiifDi  uaukatci  '  are  mmUbi^  bat 
IhokaeptagofthofOMaadaiertiofGodt*"  thawy 
thtag  wbkh  AatlMHBiaaa  ridicala  or  aeglcai  I 

ti  This  doctriaa  b  sol  lev  prober  la  Amtum 
wmmm  nuavBaa  m  Twua  ipiaaoir  or  muM 
«■■§»  O  If  H  were  dcariy  prcoclMd  and  mmOf 
b€iiefcd»-4fwaif«reAiUr  penaaded,  Mahrilaaili 
*  appear  betoe  tl»  JadgaMot-aeal  of  Chiiit,' to  I 
ibraforftboagli^  wordy  aad  work,  iwofciy 
wa  aaler  vpoa,  arery  lam  of  laoaej  wo  hj  oai;  ofaiy 
aieal  we  eat,  e?ery  pleatare  wo  take,  ererjr  aAietlda  wri 
eodaia,  oferj  hoar  wonpeod,  e?ery  idle  word  we  apaak, 
yeot  and  every  temper  we  «ecretlj  indolge  (— if  we  koew 
we  shall  certainly  'glre  aoooinf  of  all  die  ehapcera  we 
read,  of  aU  the  prayers  we  offer,  all  the  lermoiis  we  hear 
or  preach,  all  the  sacraments  wercoeire;  of  all  te 
motions  of  di?  Ine  grsoe,  allthe  beams  of  heavenlj  H^ 
all  the  breathings  of  the  Spirit,  all  tfia  ioHtatioDS  of 
Christ,  all  the  drawings  of  the  Father,  reprooCi  of  oar 
friends,  and  checks  of  our  own  oonscienoes  y  aod  If 
we  wore  deeply  consdons,  that  every  nei^ect  of  daty 
will  rob  us  of  a  degree  of  glory,  and  every  wilfid  sla^rf 
a  Jewel  in  onr  crown,  if  not  of  our  crown  itself ;  what 
homble,  watchful,  holy,  heavenly  persons  shonld  we 
be  *  How  serions  and  self-denylAg !  How  diligent  and 
ftddifol !  In  a  word,  how  angelkal  and  divine,  *  in  lOt 
manner  of  conversation  V 

Vid  the  ff^aman,  tihe  profiessing  church,  cordSally 
embrace  this  doctAne,  slie  would  np  more  stay  '  in  the 
wiidemess,  idly  talking  oi  \«t\»^wt^-;  Xiox^xdcml^ 
'  leaaixig  upon  hiia;  •hawwadi''  cswofc  «Si^>fc;  Va^^^s* 
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■ighl  of  all  her  eoeinies.  No  more  wrapped  np  iu  the 
show;  cloud  of  iileal  pei'fec^on  or  imaginary  righteons- 
ueas,  and  casting  away  her  cold  garaienta,  her  moon- 
like changes  of  merely  docCriaal  apparel,  she  would 
shiua  with  the  dazzling  giory  of  her  Lord,  she  wodd 
born  with  the  hallowing  firea  of  his  love  :  Once  more 
the  would  be  'clothed  with  the  sod,  and  bave  the 
moon  under  her  feet !' 

Ve  lukewarm  talkers  of  Jesua'a  ardent  love,  if  you 
were  deeply  coa^cioue  that  nothing  but  love  shall  enter 
heavea,  instead  of  jndging  of  yont  growth  in  grace,  by 
the  warmth  with  which  you  espouse  the  tenets  of  CalTin 
or  Anniuius,  would  you  not  instantly  try  your  stale  by 
the  13th  chapter  of  the  first  Epistle  to  the  CoriotbiaDB, 
and  by  oar  Lord's  alanuiiig  meesagex  to  the  falling  or 
fallen  charches  of  Asia?  Springing  out  of  your  Lao- 
dicean indifference,  would  you  not  earneatly  pray  for 
the '  f»lh  of  the  gospel,  the  faith  that  works  by  bufning 
lore?'  If  the  lire  be  kindled,  would  you  not  be  afraid 
of  pntdng  it  out  by  '  quenching  the  Spirit  f  Would 
yon  not  even  dread '  grieving"  him,  leatyourlove should 
grow  cold !  Far  from  aceonnting  the  '  ahedding  abroad 
of  the  love  of  Godinyonr  hearts' an  unnecessary  Frame, 
would  you  not  be  '  straiteued'  lili  yoa  were  baptized, 
every  »ne  of  you,  with  '  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  tire !' 

Ye  who  holdtbe  doctrine  of  perfection  without  'going 
on  to  perfection,'  and  ye  who  explode  it  as  a  pemjdoua 
delusion,  and  incouHistcntly  publish  hymns  of  solemn 
prayer  for  lE,  how  would  you  agree,  from  the  bottom  of 
your  re-Bwateued  hearts,  to  sing  together,  in  days  of 
peace  and  social  worship,  as  you  have  carelessly  sung 


I 


every  thougbt  loiei'^ 


dayt !    Ye  dayt  of  IwiKlmli  lore  and 

I  if  70a  appeared  to  ftriiyaBdiMta 

bow  BOM  woali  pnMkal 

udtr  thaftvlky  WBaws  of 

■M  no  piVH  WSfW  oC 


workfaiMaU!  «Whaa 
amaj  o»  dBBMl  idoii !  fWlfll 
brflwrlakmfarBaaMl  *' 
of ifciilin eitinr CkMtor mum !  <Whaa 
Iko  Ml  iflM§e  of  Clulil  1 
teMfgioryl  Aad  «  whaliciMsa'ofoMrdM!  <Ii 
rfl  iMoiia  we  ahoold  appaove  oofodvea,'  iwllw<pi 
taoaaw^^labodear'  tnm  tlieABtlB0Bdaii4etaalMi: 
naa  woold  wo  ieo»  whal  liaa  seldom  been  aeea  in  oar 
■fOydlatiact  (soloppoeed)  aodctfeaof  aMoli;  pwifcwaw 
of  dw  Cmmm  nUk^  walking  in  boariile  bM«»  wA 
ai^pofftliif  eaeb  ocber  witb  cheerftil  reaiUiieai,  likodif- 
inmit  battalioat  of  tbe  lame  inrinciUe  army.  And  If 
eter  we  perceived  any  coatentiou among  Uiem,  It wonU 
bo  only  about  the  lowest  place  and  the  most  danferom 
post.  Instead  of  *  striving  for  mastery,,  they  would 
etrire  only  who  slionld  stand  truest  to  the  standard  of 
the  cross,  and  best  answer  the  neglected  motto  of  tiit 
primitive  Christians :  Non  magna  lopUmur  Md  vMrnm; 
**  Our  religion  does  not  consist  in  high  words,  but  in 
good  worlcs." 
•    3.  I  observed  diat  this  doctrine  will  like^se  rbcoit- 

CILS  «BMIIIO  CONTRAUICnONS    IN    THE    SCRIFTUBBS, 
AND  FATAL  DIFFBRBNCES  AMONG    CURirTIANS.      Take 

one  instance  of  the  former:  What  can  those  wbo 
re|ect  a  second  justification  by  works,  make  of  tfie 
solemn  words  of  our  Lord,  already  quoted  ?,  <By  thy 
words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  or  by  thy  words  thou 
alialt  be  condemned.'  (Matt.  xii.  37.)  And  by  what  art 
can  they  possiUy  reconcile  them  with  St.  Paul's  asser- 
fioni  S  (Rom,  iv.  5,)  <To  him  that  worketh  not,  bntbe- 
'i/ereth  on  him  that  Jnst^i&exh  xVie  TUi«,QAV>$^  \us  fidth  is 
Impnted  to  him  for  nBUteonaTi«»  V  «^^»  ^  -"^^  ^^«»% 
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justified  byfe'rih.HC  have  peace  with  Gfldr, 'ftnfljif liu r 
Lord  Jeans  ChrisL' — Accept  an  esamglP^WWWIIfE. 
Ill  the  Autinomian  days  of  Dr.  Crlnjf ,' arogCTBCro 8lit 
people  we  call  Quakers^.  Shocked  at'ttffyBBWffWM 
of  the  doctrine  of  Justificalion  *y'/flflf^"1B(^HlSi% 
iiiferied  it  iicver  conld  be  from  OdiI  ■  ^(wI^HB^SM 
'  BhallbF  jnatified  (agVory  hut  the  dd^  (?nhfH4,* 
ihey  hastily  eoiiclnded  there  is  hot  iJnC  JnsiIB^nlToB, 
namely,  the  being  inade  inherentlj'  just,  or  thetfeWH; 
janclified,  snd  then  declared  holy.  Admit  oitr  doftiln*, 
and  you  have  both  parts  of  the  truth,— thsfwlilciiffiB 
AitiuoBiiiin.shold  against  the  Quaker?,— and  that  ithletl 
cht  Quakers  oialntalD  againit  the  AtttlDointann.  £^ 
alouels  d^ngerons  ;  both  together  niatunlly  defend  earti 
other,  and  make  up  the  scriptural  doctrtnc  of  jnatifiL'sl 
tion,  which  i)  inrinHblj  guarded  on  the  one  haotfh^ 
rUTH  aghast  Pharisees,  aod  ob  the  other  by  woMTs 
agaiustAntinomians.  Reader,  may  both  bethyportfoi)  > 
30  shall  thon  be  eternally  re-Instated  both  inlheTimo** 
and  Image  of  God. 

VI.  Bst  while  I  enDmeratc  the  benrtlta  which  tin 
(hnreh  will  reap  from  apraeticai  knowledge  nfnur 
jeCDDd  justification  by  works,  auhonest  I'rotesfaiil  wto 
hm  more  zeal  for,  than  xequaiiilaDce  with,  the  ttaUt, 
adviinKS,  with  hia  heart  fullof  holy  iudiguaCiou,  andhia 
month  of  ul^ectiuns,  which,  he  8ayB,.arc  unanswerable. 
Let  ua  consider  them  ooc  by  one. 

First  OBjer-rioN.  "  Vour  Popish,  AntieiiristiBu 
"  doctrine  i  abhor,  and  could  eveu  barn  at  ftKlakeaa  > 
"  wiluMB  against  it.  Away  with  yonr  new-fengled 
"  Artnipian  tenets !  I  am  for  old  Clii'istianityi  andi 
"  with  St.  Panl,  'dolermiued  to  know  nothing  /orjWr 
•'  ti/iaiHon  batCbiJEt,  and  bim  urncified.'  " 

Answeb.  Do  yon  indeud;  Then  J  am  Nure  yon  will 
jiot  deny  botli  Jesus  Oiriat  and  St.  Paul  In  this  oM 
Chiditian  doctrlni-;  fur  ChiiHt  tafu,  'By  (by  woi'ds 
Shalt  thou  be  justed,'  aud  St.  Panl  declai'eR, '  Pvot  the 
hearers,  but  the  doers  of  the  law  t,oI  CbiWvi  a\i'i;&\ia 
jaaCiHed.'  Alas,  hiny  often  are  thoac,  v,\io  sas  <.'iw.1 
Vol.  I.  p 
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'  will  know'  and  hare  <  nothing  but  CbriBt/  the  first  to 
'  Mt  him  at  nonght'  as  a  Prophet,  by  railing  at  his  holy 
doctrine ;  or  to  rqiect  him  as  a  King,  by  trampling 
upoB  hb  royal  prodamatloM !  Bat  M  wot  thutiwn^ 
|gm>ra«9elkey  doh»  as  do  dieir  mlera.' 

Sbcono  Ovicnoifw— **  TUs  legal  dodriae  robs 
**  God's  dear  ddldnm  ci  tibehr  comforts  and  foqwl 
**  Uberty,  bbds  Moses's  IntolerBUe  harden  npcm  tlwir 
"  free  shoulders,  and  *  eataagles  them  i^n  la  the 
^*  gaUhg  yoke  of  bondage.' " 

An swBR.~If  God's  dear  children  have  got  lato^  a 
fidseUbertyof  doing  the  devil's  works,  dtfierhy  'not 
going  Into  the  vineyard*  when  they  hare  said,  *  Lord,  I 
go/  or  by  <  beating  their  feUow-servants'  there,  iastead 
of  working  idth  them ;  Ae  sooner  they  art  robbed  of 
It,  the  better :  For  If  they  oondnne  tiins  free,  llwy  will 
ere  long  be  *  boaod  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  Into  oofer 
darkness.'  It  Is  the  very  spirit  of  Aatinomlanism  to 
represent  God's '  commandments  as  grievoas,'  and  the 
keeping  of  his  law  as  bondage.'  Not  so  tiie  dntifil 
children  of  God  :  <  Their  hearts'  are  never  so  mach  *  at 
liberty,'  as  when  they  '  mn  the  way  of  his  command- 
ments, and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.*  Keep  them 
from  obedience,  aud  yon  keep  them  '  in  the  snare  of 
the  devil,  promising  liberty  to  others  while  they  them- 
selves are  the  servants  of  cormptioo.' 

Again,  yon  confound  the  heavy  yoke  of  the  circnmci- 
slon  and  ceremonial  bondage,  with  which  the  Galatians 
once  entangled  themselves,  with  the '  easy  yoke  of  Jesus 
Christ.'  11ie  former  was  intoleraUe,  the  latter  is  so  <iight 
a  burden,'  that  the  only  way  to  <  find  rest  unto  our  souls 
is  to  take  it  upon  us.'  St.  Paul  calls  a  dear  brother  his 
*  yoke-fellow:'  You  know  the  word  Belial  in  the 
original  niguifies  '  without  yoke  :'  lliey  are  sons  of 
Belial  who  shake  off  the  Lord's  yoke ;  and  though  they 
should  boast  of  their  election  as  much  as  the  Jews  did, 
Christ  himself  will  say  concerniug  them, '  Those  mine 
enemies  that  refused  mp  yoke,  and  would  not  that  I 
should  leign  over  them,  bring  hither,  and  slay  them 
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mc  I'  So  inexpreasibly  dread fal  is  the  end  oS  I 

ID  Objection. — ''  Your  doctrine  is  the  damti- 
errnr  of  Che  Galati^e,   who  madly  left  Mount 

for  Mounc  Sinai,  made  Christ  the  Alpha,  and 
:he  Omega,  and  after  '  h&viug  hegnn  iu  the  Spirit 
\d  be  made  perfect  bf  the  flesh.'  This  ia  the 
r  gotpel,  which  St.  Paul  ihonght  so  diametrically 
rary  to  his  owo,  that  he  wished  the  teachers  of 
lough  ihey  were  '  angels  ofGod,'  might  h«  even 
nirsed  and  cut  off.'  " 

WEK. — Vou  are  under  a  cBpital  mistake :  St. 
;onld  never  he  so  wild  as  to  ciu'se  himself,  ana- 
tize  St.  James,  and  wish  the  Mes^iiah  to  be  again 
':  For  he  himself  taught  the  Romans,  that '  Che 
of  the  law  fhall  be  jostified.  St.  James  evidently 
lias  a  Jastification  by  works  ;  and  onr  Lord  ex- 
y  sayj, '  By  thy  words  thou  shait  be  justified.' — 
,  ihc  apotUe,  if  he  liad  foreseen  how  bis  Epistle 

Qalatiaos  would  be  abased  to  Autluomiaii  pur- 
,  gives  us  in  it  the  most  powerful  antidolcs  against 
oison.  Take  two  or  three  Lustances.--(l).  He 
(3  his  fallen  converts  to  the  fulfilling  of  all  the 

'  Lore  one  auolber,'  says  he,  '  for  all  the  law  is 
ed  in  Ibis  one  vorA,  Thou  shall  loos  Ihgneig/iiow 
tselfi'  because  oooc  can  love  his  ueighbonras  him- 

bul  he  that  loves  God  with  all  his  heart.'  How 
cutis  this  doctrine  from  thebuldAntinomian  cry, 
;  hare  nothing  to  do  with  the  law !"— (2,)He  enn- 
tes  the  works  of  the  flesh,  '  adultery,  hatred,  va- 
e,  wrath,  strife,  envylngs,  htresice,  &c. ;  of  which,* 
le, '  1  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  told  you  in  time 

that  they  who  do  such  things'  shall  not  be  jnsliGed 
;  day  of  judgment,  or,  which  ia  the  same  thing, 
]  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.'  How  different  ' 
ipel  is  this,  from  that  which  iuslnuates,  "  impeni- 
idultercra  maybe  dear  children  of  God,  even  while 
,  and  io  a  rcry  safe  slate,  andquite  sure  of  glory  '." 

(3.)  As  if  this  awful  warning  were  not  enongh,  he 
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point-blank  candons  hh  readeni  against  the  Ciispiau 
error :  '  Be  not  deceived,'  says  he, '  whaterer  a  man 
(not  wA&i€ver  Christ)  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap : 
He  that  soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  reap  oomptioD»  aodhe 
that  soweth  to  the  Spfa^t  shall  reap  life  evrAiMdDg.' 
Hoir  amacingly  strong  tbereibie  mast  joor  pnjadke 
be,  whidi  makes  yon  prodaee  this  epistle  to  tiumsilove 
and  good  works  oat  of  the  impiMlant  plftoe  allotted' 
them  in  all  the  word  of  Ood !    And  no  where  aore 
than  in  this  Terjr  epistle! 
Fourth  Objection.^*'  Notwithstanding  all  yon  saj, 
I  am  persoaded  yon  are  in  the  dreadftil  heresy  of 
the  GahOians ;  for  they  were,  like  yoa»  for  *  Jnsdi- 
**  cation  by  the   works  of  the  law;'  and  St.  VaaSt 
**  resolntely^maintidned  against  them-tibe  ftmdaasental 
**  doctrine  oijmit^lcaiim  h/HUk." 

ANSwaa. — If  yon  once  read  orer  tlie  Epistle  to  the 
Oalatians  without  prejndioe,  and  without  comment^  yon 
will  see,  that,  (1.)  They  had  returned 'to  the  bcggariy 
elements  of  this  world,'  by  snperstidonsly '  obserHng 
days,  months,  times,  and  years.'    (2.)  Imagining  they 
'  could  not  be  saved  except  they  were  circamdsed,' they 
Aubmitted  even  to  that  grieroos  and  bloody  injunction. 
(3.)   Exact  in  their  nseless  ceremonies,  and  fondly 
hoping  to  be  jastified  by  their  partial  observance  of 
Moses'  law,  they  well  nigh  forgot  the  merits  of  Christ, 
and  openly  trampled  upon  his  law,  and '  walked  after  the 
flesh.'    Sdrred  up  •.to  contentions  zeal  by  their  new 
teachers,  they  despised  the  old  apostle's  ministry,  hated 
his  person,  and '  devoured  one  another.'  fn  short,  tibey 
trusted  partly  in  the  merit  of  their  superstitious  perform- 
ances, -and  partly  in  Christ's  merits ;  and  on  this  pre- 
posterous foundation  they  *  built  the  ^ay'  of  Jewish 
ceremonies,  and  *  the  stubble'  of  fleshly  lusts.    With 
great  propriety,  therefore,  tiie  apostle  called  them  back, 
with  diarpness,  to  the  only  sure  foundation,  the  merits 
of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  wanted  them  to  <  build  upon  it 
gold  and  precious  stones,'  all  the  works  of  piety  and 
mercy  that  spring  from  *  faith  working  by  love.' 
Now  which  of  these  errors  do  we  hold .'    Do  we  not 
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lii'each  present  juscllicalion  by/ail/ijAnd  jastiScatiooat 
the  bar  of  God  according  to  ichat  a  man  aoweth,  the 
very  doctrine  of  IhU  ppistle  ?  And  An  we  nt>[ "  secure 
the  foapdatiou,"  bj  insisting  that  both  these  Justifica- 
tions are  eqnally  through  Ihe  ineriti  of  Chriit,  though 
tlie  second,  ts  oar  charcii  intimates  in  her  twelfth 
article,  is  by  the  evidence  of  worlts. 

Will  you  bear  with  me  if  I  lell  yon  my  thoughts  > 
We  are  all  in  geueral  condemned  by  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatiaas,  for  we  have  too  mach  dependence  on  our 
foiTiis  of  piety,  speculative  knowledge,  or  past  expert- 
euce ;  and  too  little  heart-felt  coufidencc  in  the  merits 
uf  Christ^  'Wesowfoofif'JetocheSpiriC,  audfoomucjl 
lo  Ihe  flesh.'  But  (hose.  In  the  next  place,  are  peculiarly 
reproved  by  it,  who  '  return  to  the  beggarly  elements,' 
the  idle  wayg  and  rain  fashloDS  'of  Ibis  woild:' — Those 
who  make  as  much  ado  about  the  tieggariy  element  of 
water,  about  baptizing  infants  and  dipping  adults,  a^ '  the 
truublers'  of  the  church  of  Galatla  did  about  circum- 
cising their  converts,  ■  that  they  might  glory  in  (heir 
flesh:' — Those  who  'zealously  affect  olhtn,  but  not 
well :' — Those  who  now  despise  their  spiritual  fatheri, 
'  whom  they  onc^receitedaK  angels  of  God;' — Those  who 
•  turn  our  enemies  when  we  tell  them  the  truth,'  who 
'  heap  to  themselves'  teachers,  smoother  than  (he  evan- 
gelically legal  3p03tIe,BudnouldcaIlusbIind,if  wesaid, 
as  he  does, '  Let  every  man  prove  his  own  worlt,  and  then 
shall  he  have  rejoicing  in  himself  alone  imd  not  in  au- 
olher:'  (Gal.  vi.  4  :)— Those  who  plead  for  spiritual 
bondage  whiZe  they  talk  of  gospel  liberty,  and  affirm 
'  that  the  ■son  of  theboudwoman'  shall  always  live '  with 
the  sou  of  the  free;'  that  sin  can  never  be  cast  out  of  the 
heart  of  believers,  and  that  Christ  und  corruption  shall 
always  dwell  together  iu  ihi*  world.  And,  lastly,  those 
who  say  there  is  no '  falilngaway  from  grace,'  when  they 
are  already  fallen  like  the  Gala^ans,  and  boast  of  their 
stabilitychiefiyhecause  they  are  iguorantof  their  fall ! 

FiiTH  Objectjos. — "  However,  your  Pharisaic  doc- 
"  trine  flatly  tuutradicts  the  gospel  snmmed  op  by 
"  our  Lord,  (.Mark  xvi,  Ifi,)     '  He  that  bclieveth  shall 
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\Hi  saved,  and  he  that  beliereth  not  shall  be  damned.' 
"  Here  ii  not  one  word  about  works:  All  tarns  npon 
'  fluth." 

Aniweh. — Instead  of  throwing  such  hints,  jom  ail|^ 
as  well  speak  ont  at  once,  and  say  that  duist  in  these 
words  flatly  contradicts  what  he  had  wM,  (Matt  zU 
37,)  *  By  thy  words  thon  shalt  be  JastilKed,  or  by  thy 
words  thon  shalt  be  condemned/    Bnt  drofi  yonr  pre- 
judices, and  yon  will  see  that  the  contradiction  is  only 
in  your  own  ideas.    We  steadily  assert,  aa  ov  Lord, 
that  *  he  who  believeth,'  or '  endnreth  nnto  the  tod  be- 
Uering,'  (for  the  word  implies  both  the  reality  and  the 
oontinoance  of  the  action,)  *  sludl  iitfgllihfy  be  saved ;' 
because  fidth,  which  continues  Uving ,  *■  worlu'  to  the 
kst  <  by  love*  and  good  works,  wUdi  win  InfidUbly 
Justify  us  in  the  day  of  Judgment.    For  when  £dth  is 
no  more,  love  and  good  works  vHll  evidence,  (1.)  That 
we  were  grafted  into  Christ  by  true  faith  :   (2.)  That 
we  did  not  <  make  shipwreck  of  the  fldth,' — that  we 
were  not '  taken  away  as  branches  in  Him  which  bear 
not  fruit,  but  abode  fruitful  branches  in  the  true  Vine :' 
And  (3.)  That  we  are  still  in  Him  by  holy  lovb, 
the  precious  and  eternal  fruit  of  true  persevering  faith. 
How  bad  is  that  cause  which  must  support  itself  by 
charging  an  imaginary  contradiction  upon  the  Wisdom 
of  God,  Jesus  Christ  himself  If 

t  This  b  ft«quentiy  the  itntiffeni  of  tiioie  who  hare  no  aigumcnts 
to  produce.  I  bore  my  teitiiDony  againit  it  in  tiie  Yfa>dinrtiop»  and 
flattered  myidf  that  serious  writers  would  belessforward  tooppim 
the  truthj  and  expose  the  ministers  of  Christ,  by  that  ii^udipkwa  way 
of  disetMsing  oontroverted  points.  Notwithstanding  this»  I  have 
before  me  a  little  pan^thlet,  in  whidi  the  editmr  endearouxt  to  amwtr 
Mr.  W/s  Mimitet,  by  extracting  firam  his  writingi  passages  siqiposed 
to  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Minutes.  Henoe,  in  a  buriaaque 
upon  the  DeclaraHon,  he  tries  to  represent  Mr.  W.  as  a  knave. 

I  would  Juat  observe  upon  that  pexformanee^  (1.)  That  by  diis 
meAod  of  zairing  dust>  and  avoiding  to  reason  the  esse  fldily,  evay 
maUdous  infidel  may  blind  ii^Judidous  readers,  and  make  triumiilihig 
sooAis  cry  out,  Jesus  against  Christ !  Saul  against  St  Rsul !  or  Jcto 
the  Divine  i^ESttist  John  the  EvangelistI  as  wdl  as  Wesley  againat 
John  t  and  John  against  Wesley.  (2.)  Mr.  W.  having  adcnowledged 
hithebeglnidngof  the  Minutes,  he  "  had  leaned  toomudi  towards 
Galviniim,"  we  may  joaturally  expect  to  meet,  in  his  vohuninous 
wMb^  with  a  few  espceasions  that  k)ok  a  little  towards  Aotino^ 


Sixth  Objection.— "  Your  doclrine  eialts  man. 
"  aud  by  giving  him  i-aom  to  boast,  robs  Christ  of  the 
"  glory  of  hla  grace,  '  The  Icip-stone'  is  no  more 
'■ '  brou^l  forth  with  shouting,  Grace !  Grace !'  bnl 
"  Works '.  Works !  '  anto  it '.'  And  the  burden  of  At 
"  song  iu  heaven  will  he, — Salvation  to  our  works  t — 
"  and  no  more,  S^vation  to  (he  Lambi" 

Answer. — I  no  lens  approve  your  godly  jculoaiy, 
than  1  wonder  <tt  your  groundless  fears.  To  calm  them, 
permit  me  once  more  to  observe,  (1.)  That  this  doctrine 
is  Christ's,  who  would  uot  he  so  uQwise  as  to  side  «itU 
our  self-righteous  pride,  and  teach  as  to  rob  hitn  of  his 
iiwu  giory.  It  is  absurd  to  Buppow  Christ  would  be 
thns  against  Christ,  for  even  Satan  is  too  wise  '  to  be 
against  Satan.'     (2.)  Upon  our  phtu,  as  well  as  upon 
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Cii>j>'>  sclicmi',  free  grace  has  absolutely  ail  the  glory 
The  love  and  good  work«  by  whicJi  we  shall  be  justltiec 
ill  the  day  of  judgment,  are  the  fruits  of  faith,  and 
'  faith  is  the  gift  of  God.'  Chriiit  is  .the  great  object  o: 
faith,  the  Holy  Ghost,  called  the  Spirit  of  faith,  the 
power  of  believing,  the  means,  opportu nicies,  and  will 
to  use  that  power,  arc  all  the  rich  presents  of  God's  free 
grace.  All  our  sins,  together  with  the  imperfections  of 
oar  worltft,  are  inerrifuUy  forgiven  throngh  the  blood 
and  righteonsness  of  Chriat :  Our  persons  and  senice:} 
are  graciuuMy  accepted  merely  for  his  ^ake,  and  through 
his  merits :  And  if  rewards  are  granted  as  according  to 
the  fruits  of  righteousness  we  bear,  it  is  not  because  we 
are  profitable  to  God,  but  because  the  meritorious  sap 
of  the  Root  of  David  produces  these  foiits,  and  the 
meritorious  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  ripen 
them.  Thus  you  see,  that,  which  way  soever  yoa  look 
at  our  justification,  God  has  all  the  glory  of  it,  but 
that  of  turning  moral  agents  into  mere  machines, — a 
glory  which,  we  apprehend,  God  does  no  more  claim, 
than  you  do  that  of  turning  your  coach-horses  into 
hubby-horses,  and  your  i^ervants  into  puppets. 

U  faith  on  earth  gives  Christ  the  glory  of  all  our 
salvation,  you  need  not  fear  that  love  (a  superior  grace) 
will  rob  him  in  heaven  •  For  *  love  is  not  puffed  up, 
seekcth  not  her  own,  and  does  not  behave  herself  un- 
seemly' towards  a  beggar  on  earth  ;  much  less  will  she 
do  so  towards  the  Lord  of  glory,  when  she  has  attained 
the  zenith  of  heavenly  perfection.  Away  then  with  all 
the  iuiagiuary  lions  you  place  in  your  way  to  truth ! 
Notwithstanding  Crisp's  prohibitions,  like  tlie  Dereans, 
receive  Christ  in  his  holy  doctrine,  and  be  persuaded 
that  in  the  last  day  you  will  shout  as  loud  as  the  honest 
Doctor,  Grace  !  Grace  !  and  Salvation  to  the  Lamb .', 
without  suggesting,  with  him,  to  those  on  the  left  hand, 
the  blasphemous  shouts  of  Partiality!  Hypocrisy! 
Barbarity  !  and  damnation  to  the  Lamb  !  Thus  shall 
you  have  all  the  free  grace  he  justly  boasts  of,  without 
any  of  his  horrid  reprobating  doctrine. 

Seventh  Objection. — "  How  will  the  converted 
^*  thief i  that  did  no  goodNVOtVLa,\)e  Justified  by  works  ?" 
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AsswEH.— (1,)  We  uieau  by  works,  "  the  whole  of 
oor  inward  tempera  and  outward  behaviour;"  and  how 
do  you  know  the  ouMard  beiaeiour  of  the  converted 
ihief?  Did  not  his  reproofs,  exhortationi,  prayers, 
patience  and  rasignalion,  evidence  the  livellnesB  of  his 
faith,  as  tliere  was  time  and  opporlnnily  ?  (3.)  Can 
ynu  suppose  his  in'/iard  temper  was  not  love  to  God  and 
mau  ?  Coald  he  go  into  Paradise  without  being  bora 
again  ?  Or  could  he  be  born  a^aiu  and  not  love  ?  la 
itnolsaid,  '  He  that  loveth  is  burn  of  God  5'  conse- 
(laeatly.  He  that  is  bom  of  God  loveth  ?  Again,  does 
not  he  who  '  loveth,  fulfil  all  the  law,"  and  do,  as  says 
y^ngustine,  all  good  worlis  iu  one  ?  And  is  not '  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law  of  Christ,"  work  enough  to  justify 
the  converted  thief  by  that  law? 

Eighth  Objectjon.— "  Vou  say,  that  your  doctrine 
"  ■  will  make  us  zealous  of  good  works ;"  but  1  folly 
"  discharge  it  from  that  office  ;  For 'the  love  of  Christ 
"  crmatrainelh  us  to  abound  in  every  good  word  and 

Answer, — (1.)  St.  Paul,  who  ipolie  those  words  with 
more  feeling  than  you,  thoaght  the  contrary  ;  as  well 
as  his  blessed  Master,  or  they  would  never  have  Caught 
this  doctriue.  Von  do  not,  [  fear,  evidence  the  tem- 
per of  a  babe,  when  you  are  so  exceedingly  '  wise  above 
wiiat'  Christ  preached,  and  '  prudent  above  what'  the 
apostle  '  wrote.'  (2.)  If  the  love  of  Christ  in  profes- 
sors is  so  conttraiaiag  as  you  say,  why  do  good  works 
and  good  tempers  bear  so  little  proportion  to  the  great 
talk  we  hear  of  its  irreiiistible  efficacy  ?  And  why  do 
Chose  who  have  lasted  it, '  return  10  ski  as  dogs  to  their 
vomit!'  Why  can  they  even  curse,  swear,  and  get 
drunk?  Be  guilty  of  idolatry, murder,  and  incest?  (3.) 
iriove  alone  i.f  always  sufficient,  wbydid  our  Lord  wotk 
upon  his  disciples'  hearti,  by  the  hope  of '  thrones  and 
»  kingdom,' and  by  the  fearofa' worm  thatdieth  not, 
and  a  lire  Chat  is  not  quenched  ?'  Why  does  the  apostle 
stir  np  believers  to  '  serve  the  Lord  with  godly  fear,' 
_   hjr  the  consideration  that  '  he  is  a  conaaming  fire  ?' 
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Illti>tratini;his  assertion  by  this  awful  waruing, '  If  they 
(Corah  and  his  ronipaoy,  escaped  not,'  hot  were  cou- 
>umed  by  fire  from  heaven,  because  they  '  refnsed  him 
(MoAcs)  that  si>ake  oo  earth ;  much  more  shall  not  we 
eiicape,  If  we  turn  away  from  him  that  speaketh  firom 
heaven  ?'    Why  did  St.  Paul  himself,  who,  no  doubt, 
understood  the  gospel  as  well  as  Crisp  and  Saltmanb, 
*  ruu  a  race  for  an  incorruptible  crown,  and  keep  his 
body  under,  lest  he  himself  should  be  a  cast-away?' 
O  ye  orthodox  dirines,  and  thou  ludicrous  versifier  of 
an  awful  I>eclaration !  instead  of  attempting  to  set  St 
Paul  against  St.  Paul,  and  to  oppose  Wesley  to  Wesley, 
answer  these  scriptural  questions ;  and  if  you  cannot 
do  it  without  betraying  Ar/eriMfojry,  for  the  Lord's  sake, 
for  the  sake  of  thousands  in  Israel,  keep  no  more  from 
the  feeble  of  the  flock  those  necessary  helps,  which  the 
'  very  chief  of  the  apostles,'  evangelical  Paul,  without 
any  of  your  Crispian  refinements,  continually  recom- 
mended to  others,  and  d;dly  used  himself.  And  for  your 
own  souls'  salce,   never  more  prostitute  these  awful 
words, '  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us ;'  never  more 
apply  them  to  yourselves,  while  you  refuse  to  treat  the 
roost  venerable  ambassador  of  Christ,  I  shall  not  ij^ay, 
irith  respectful  iove,  but  teith  common  decency. 
Ninth  Objection. — "  All  the  formal  aud  Pharisai- 
cal ministers,  who  arc-  sworn  euemie.<)  to  Christ  and 
the  gospel  of  his  grace,  preach  your  legal  doctrine 
of  justification  by  works  in  the  day  of  judgment.** 
Answer. — And  what  do  vou  infer  from  it  ?   That  the 
doctrine  is  false  ?    If  the  inference  be  just  it  will  follow 
there  is  neither  hea\Tu  nor  hell;  for  they    publicly 
maintain  the  existence  of  both.    But  suppose  they  now 
and  then  preach  our  doctrine  without  zeal,  without 
living  according  to  it,  or  without  previously  preaching 
the  Fall,  and  a  Present  yt/^/t/fcfl/ion  by  faith  in  Christ, 
productive  of  peace  and  power,  what  can  be  expected 
from  it  ?    Would  not  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement 
itself  he  totally  useless,   if  it  were  preached  under 
such  disadvantages  ? — ^The  tnith  is,  such  ministersi  are 
only  for  the  roof,  and  you,  it  seems,  only  for  the  foun- 
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(lation.  But  a  ruof,  unsupported  by  eoljri  walla,  cruehes 
to  death ;  and  a  [onada^ion  without  a  roof  is  uut  much 
bfltnr  than  ihK  optn  ^r.  Therefore,  '  wise  maatei- 
bnilders,'  like  St.  Paul  arc  fov  hnvlug  tiutb  Id  their 
proper  places.  Like  him,  when  the  foODdatiou  is  well 
laid,  '  leaving  the  first  priuciplea  of  the  doctrine  of 
Chrint,  they  go  on  to  perfectloii ;'  nor  will  tbey  forget, 
as  they  work  out  their  salvation,  to  shout  Grare '. 
Uracel,  to  the  last  slate  that  covers  in  the  building;  oi- 
10  '  tbc  top-stoue,'  the  key  that  hindn  the  solid  arch. 

Tenth  Objectjoh. — "  Should  I  receive  and  avow 
"  BUCb  a  doctrine,  the  generality  of  pi'utessors  would 
"  rise  gainst  me;  and  while  the  warmeat  wonld  call 
"  me  a  Papitl,  an  Aalichrhl,  and  what  not ;  my 
"  deaiest  Christian  friends  wonld  pity  me  as  un  un- 
-'  awakened  Pharisee,  and  fear  me  as  a  blind  Lenatist." 

AiiswER. — '  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad  when  all 
men  [tlie  godly  not  excepted]  shall  say  ail  mauoer  uf 
evii  of  you  falsely  far  Christ's  sake,' — for  preferring 
Christ's  lii>]y  doctrine  to  the  loose  teuets  of  Dr.  Crisp  ; 
Aod  remember,  that,  in  our  Antluomiau  dayu,  it  is  as 
great  an  honour  Vi  be  called  legal  by  fashionable  profea- 
sora,  ad  to  be  branded  with  the  name  of  MelAoiiiil  by 
the  sots  who  glory  in  their  shame. 

Vll.  As  1  would  hope  my  objector  is  either  satisfied 
or  silenced,  before  1  conclude,  permit  me  a  moment, 
Rev.Slr.lO  couaider  the  two  important  objections  which 
yon  directly,  or  indirectly,  make  in  your  Narrative. 

1. — "  I  should  tremble,"  say  you,  (page  21,)  •'  lew 
"  some  hold  metaphysician  should  afflrm,  that  a  itecond 
"  justification  by  works  is  quite  coasUtcnt  with  what  is 
"  contained  in  Mr.  V/.'s  Declaration;  but  that  it  k 
"  expressed  in  sncb  ttrong  aod  abtolvte  lerrai,  as  tunst 
"/Or  ever  pat  the  most  exquisite  refinemeats  of  meta- 
"  physical  distinctions  at  defiance." 

Answer. — "For  ever  at  iefiaiict!" — Vou  surprise 

ine.  Sir ;  1,  who  am  as  perfect  a  stranger  to  "  c^uiaile 

rliffnemenla"  as  to  Dj'.  Crisp's  eternal jual\fiealioi%,  defy 

'  ^  'JKHi  (pardon  a  hold  expression  to  a  bold  melaphsnician) 
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ever  to  produce  ont  of  Mr.  W.'s  Dedaradon,"  1  sbaU 
not  say  (a*  yoa  do)  "  strong  aud  absolute  terms,"  but 
uue  siogle  word  or  tittle  denying  or  ciclnding  a  second 
Jostiftcadon  by  worlu ;  and  I  appeal  both  to  yoor  second 
thoagbts  and  to  die  itnprcjodiced  world,  whetter  tlMse 
three  propositkms  of  die  Declaration,  "  We  have  no 
tmstyor  confldeiioe,bot  in  tfaealonenierils  of  Chikt/br 
Jostiftcation  In  the  day  of  JadgmcBt.-— Worka  have  no 
part  in  flnerjl^  or piirdbMiNf  our  jostificatlon  from  ilrft 
to  last,  HtAir  in  wkoU  or  in  pmt: — He  is  ool  a  real 
Christian  believer,  (and  oonseqnendy  cannot  be  saved,) 
wAo  d^  »ef  fsotf  iMrftff  where  diere  b  dme  and  o^or- 
tnnity :"— I  appeal  to  the  nnpnjvcUeed  world,  «4wdier 
these  three  propositions  are  not  highly  consistent  with 
this  asserdon  of  onr  Lord,  *  By  thy  words  tfaoa  shalt  be 
justified,'  that  is,  <<Aldioa|^  from  first  to  hut,  the 
merits  of  my  life  and  deadi  purchase,  or  deserve,  thy 
justification ;  yet  in  die  day  of  Judgment  thou  shalt  be 
justified  by  thy  worlu ;  that  is,  thy  justification  which 
is  purchased  by  my  miriii,  will  endrdy  turn  upon  the 
evidence  of  thy  works,  according  to  the  time  and  oppor- 
tunity thou  hart  to  do  them." 

Who  does  not  sec,  that,  '*  to  be  justified  by  the 
evidence  of  works,"  aud  '*  to  be  justified  by  the  merii  of 
works,"  are  no  more  phrases  of  the  same  import,  than 
Minutee  and  Hereey  are  words  of  the  same  significa- 
tion ?  The  latter  proposition  contains  the  error  strongly 
guarded  against,  both  in  the  Declaration  and  the  Min- 
utes :  The  former  contains  an  evangelical  doctrine,  as, 
agreeable  to  the  Declaration  and  Minutes  as  to  the 
scriptures  ^  a  doctrine  of  which  we  were  too  sparing 
when  we  '*  leaned  too  much  towards  CalWnism,"  but 
to  which,  after  the  example  of  Mr.  W.,  we  are  now 
determined  to  do  justice. 

Whosoever  is  *  ashamed  of  Christ's  words,'  we  will 
proclaim  them  to  the  world.  Both  from  onr  pulpits 
and  the  press  we  will  say, '  By  thy  words  thou  shalt  be 
condemned.' — ^Yea, '  Whoever  shall  say  to  his  brother. 
Thou  fool !,  phall  be  in  danger  of  hell-fire ;  and  who- 
soever maketii  a  lie  shall  have  his  part  in  the  lake  which 


burneih  witli  fire  and  brimstone;' for  as'  irtth  theheait 
iii&DlielieveEhuntorighteansuess.'ardUbeliEvctbtoiin- 
righteoiianiwB,ao '  wiibihe  mouth  confcBsirm  is  made  to 
sal  VBtiuu,' or 'hard  speeches' aj«  ottered  (o 'dam  nation.' 
Reserve,  therefore.  Rev.  Sir,  jout  public  praises  for  a 
more  proper  orcaaioD  than  that  which  caused  their 
breaking  out  in  your  Narrative.  "  Blessed  be  God  I" 
say  you,  (page  Ifi,)  "  Mr.  Wcaley  and  fifty-three  of  his 
<<  preachers  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Olivers  in  the 
"  material  article  of  a  tecoad  juilffieallon  by  teorii." 
Indeed,  Sir,  yon  are  greatly  mistaken,  for  we  do  agree 
with  him  i  and  shall  couiinHe  so  to  do,  till  yon  have 
proved  be  does  not  agree  with  Jeaua  Christ,  or  that  oar 
doctrine  is  not  perfectly  conslbteuE  both  with  the  scrip- 
tures and  the  Decliiration. 

2,  Your  second  objection  la  not  so  formal  as  the  liria ; 
it  must  be  made  up  of  bl'O^  hiijts,  scattered  through 
yonr  Narrative, and  they  amount  to  this,  "Your  pre- 
"  tended  dilfhreace  between  justification  by  the  mertf  of 
"  works,  by  the  evidetxce  of  works,  and  between  a  first 
"  and  a  second  justification,  is  founded  upon  the  lub- 
"  tUtiet  of  metaphi/aical  dUfinctimu ;  If  what  you  say 
"  wear^  the  aspect  of  truth,  it  is  hecaase yoa give  a  neie 
"  turn  to  erroT,  bg  the  aimoal  magical  paioer  of  laeta- 
"  pAgiical  dislmcliom."  (Pages  16,  20,  21.) 

Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  answer  this  objection  by  two 
appeals,  one  to  the  most  ignorant  collier  in  my  parish, 
and  the  other  toyuurown  sensible chil d ;  and  if  they  can 
at  once  understand  niy  meaning,  yon  will  see  that  my 
"metaphysical  disliDctious,"  as  yon  arc  pleased  to  call 
them,  are  nothing  but  l/ie  dictate!  o/common  sen»t.  I 
begin  with  the  collier. 

Thomas,  I  stand  here  before  the  judge,  accused  of 
haring  robbed  the  Ret.  Mr.  Shirley,  near  Bath,  last 
mODtb,  00  such  an  evening ;  can  yon  speak  a  word  for 
me  ?  Thomas  turns  to  the  judge,  and  aays,  "  Please 
"  your  honour,  the  accusation  is  false,  fbr  our  parson 
"  was  in  Madeley.  wood ;  and  1  can  make  oath  of  it, 
"  for  he  even  reproved  me  for  swearing  at  our  pit's 
*•  mouth  that  i-ery  e^■eni^6."     By  lii?  evidence,  the 
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}ndge  acquits  me.  Now,  Sir,  ask  coning  Tom,  whether 
I  am  acqoitted  and  Juiti/led,  by  his  tmeriif,  or  by  the 
simple  evidence  he  has  giren,  and  he  will  tdl  yoa,  *^  Ay, 
to  be  sore  by  the  mMenetf  though  I  am  no  idiofair, 
1  know  tery  well  that  1/  onr  MethodSat  panoo  It  not 
kafgedy  U  is  none  of  my  deienringa."  Thns,  Sir,  as 
IgDorant  collier,  as  great  a  straagerlo  ^mur  meiwph$9ki 
9m  yoaareloiUtflMiMlriff,  discovert  at  OBce  a  onteriai 
dURsenoe  between  Jostflkaidon  by  the  MrM0iic«,  and  Ju 
tifteatlon  by  the  wffito,  of  a  witness. 

My  second  Appeal  b  to  yoor  senriUe  child.  By  s 
plain  comparison  I  hope  to  make  him  at  once  under- 
aland,  both  the  diflbrence  there  Is  between  our  first  and 
seeond  Jostliicatlon,  and  the  propriety  of  that  diffierence. 
Hie  lovely  boy  Is  old  enongfa,  I  suppose,  to  follow  the 
gardener  and  me  to  yonder  nortery.  Having  shown 
him  tiie  opeimtlon  otgra/htift  and  pointing  at  the  crab- 
tree  new^  grafted,  '*  My  dear  child,"  would  I  say, 
*'  though  hitherto  this  tree  has  produced  nothing  *i>ot 
crabs,  yet  by  the  skill  of  the  gardener,  who  has  just 
fixed  in  it  that  good  little  branch,  it  is  now  made  an 
apple-tree :  I  fueti/lf  and  warrant  it  such.  (Here  is  an 
emblem  of  our  Jlret  justificadon  bg  faith  !)  In  three 
or  four  years,  if  we  live,  we  will  come  again  aud  see  it : 
if  it  thrives  and  '  bears  fmit,'  well;  we  shall  then  by 
that  mark  justify  it  a  second  time,  we  shall  declare  that 
it  is  a  good  apple-tree  indeed,  and  fit  to  be  transplanted 
from  this  wild  nursery  into  a  delightful  orchard.  But 
if  we  find  that  the  old  crab-stock,  instead  of  nourishing 
the  graft,  spends  all  its  sap  in  producing  wild  shoots  and 
sour  crabs ;  or  if  it  is  a  '  tree  whose  fruit  withereth, 
without  fruit,  twice  dead,  (dead  in  the  graft  and  in  the 
stock,)  plucked  up  by  the  root,'  or  quite  cankered,  far 
from  declaring  <  it  a  good  tree,'  we  shall  pass  sentence 
of  condemnation  upon  it,  and  say, '  Cut  it  down ;  why 
cnmbereth  it  the  ground  ?  For  every  tree  that  briogeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire.' " 
Here  is  an  emblem  of  our  second  justification  hp  works, 
or  of  the  condemnalioxi  Wi^A.  vj\Vl  VoSsiiKsWc^  ^N^ttake 
those  Laodicean  protessot*  «ft^  ^x^xeRsA  ^s^^wscj^r.^ 
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whose  faitb  is  not  shown  by  works,  where  there  is  time 
and  opjiorCuaity. 

iDStead  ot  oHeriag  an  iiualC  tu  yoar  snperior  uoder- 
stauding,  in  attempting  to  explaiu  by  ".metaphysical 
distiDctiuns,"  what  I  EnppoHC  your  sensible  child  has 
already  undentood  by  the  help  of  a  grafting-fcnife,  1 
shall  leave  yon  to  consider  whether  Scriptnre,  Reamo, 
and  Candour,  do  not  join  their  inflnence  to  mate  jod 
acknowledge,  atleaat  in  the  cnnrC  of  yonrowncoDscience, 
that  you  have  put  a  wrong  eonglrnttion  npon  Mr.  ff.'s 
Declaration  a't  upon  his  Minotcsj  and  bj  that  mean 
inadvertently  ((iven  another  rash  toach  to  the  ark  of 
piaetical  religion,  and  io  the  character  of  one  of  the 
greatest  ininistera  in  the  world. 

I  am,  wiUi  due  respect,  Hon.  and  Her.  Sir, 
Ymir  Bbediml  Semaal,  in  the  bond  of 

the  practical  Gaipel  of  C/tHsl, 

THE  VINDICATOR. 


1I4V1NO  eiiileaTuuted  in  my  iasl  to  do  jnslice  tn  the 
practical  gospel  of  Christ,  and  Mr.  W.'s  awfnl  Decla. 
laljon  ;  I  pass  on  to  tlie  other  mistakes  of  yonr  Niuta- 
tive.  Thnt  which  sirikes  nie  lu'itt  is — "The  public 
rccBntatiou  of  your  uieful  sermons,  in  the  face  of  (he 
H'liult  world."     [Page'i2.) 

1.  Uh  1  Sir,  what  have  yoa  done  I  Do  you  not  know 
that  your  Sermons  coataia  not  only  the  legally  evan- 
gelical doctrine  of  Ihe  Minutes,  but  likewise  all  the 
ductrinc  which  moderate  Catriniataesleem  as  the  marrow 
of  Ihc  gospel?  And  shall  all  be  treated  alike  ?  'Wilt 
ihoa  also  destroy  the  righteons  with  the  wicked .'  That 
be  fu-  fiom  thee  to  do  after  this  manner  1'  Tlins  did  a 
Bood  man  furmerlj' plead  the  cause  o(  auiicki;diA^.i,'4xA 
iliu.f  I  plead  that  of  your  goud  si 


348  SECOND  CHECK 

valuable,  though  unripe  fruits  of  your  miDisterial  labours. 
rpf»D  this  plea  the  infamous  city  would  have  been      | 
spared,  had  only  *  ten'  good  men  been  found  in  it.     ■ 
Now,  Sir,  spare  a  valuable  book  for  the  sake  of  a     ! 
*<  thoa«aod"  exoellent  things  it  contuns.    But  if  you     | 
are  ioAexiUe,  and  still  wish  it  •*  bamed,"  imitate  at 
least  the  kind  angels  who  sent  Lot  out  of  the  fiery  o?er- 
tbrow,  and  except  all  the  e^-angelical  pnges  of  the  on-     | 
fortunate  volume.  j 

Were  it  not  ri^cnlous  to  compare  wars  which  cost 
us  only  a  little  ink,  and  oar  friends  a  few  pence,  to 
those  which  cost  armies  their  blood,  and  kingdoms  their 
treasures,  I  would  be  tempted  to  say  to  yon.  Imitate  the     j 
Dutch  in  their  last  effort  to  balance  the  victory,  and 
secure  the  field.  When  they  are  pressed  by  the  French, 
rather  than  yield,  they  break  their  dykes,  let  in  the  sea 
npon  themselves,  and  lay  all  their  fine  gardens  and  rich 
pastures  under  water :  But  before  they  hare  recourse 
to  that  strange  expedient,  they  prudently  save  all  the 
valuable  goods  they  can.    Why  should  yon  not  follow 
them  in  their  prudential  care,  as  you  seem  to  do  in  their 
hold  stratagem  ?    When  you  publicly  lay  your  useful 
book  under  the  bitter  waters  of  an  anathema,  why  do  you 
save  absolutely  nothing?    Why  must  gospel  truths, 
more  precious  than  the  wealth  of  Holland  and  the  gold 
of  Ophir,  lie  for  ever  under  the  severe  scourge  of  your 
recantation  ?   Suppose  you  had  "  recanted"  your  Third 
Sermon,  The  wajf  to  eiemallife,  in  opposition  to  Mysti- 
cism ;  and  "  burned"  the  Fourth,  StUvaiion  by  Christ 
/or  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  honour  of  Calvinism,  could 
yon  not  have  spared  the  rest? 

If  you  say,  you  may  do  what  yon  please  with  your 
own ;  I  answer,  Your  book  publicly  exposed  to  sale, 
and  bought  perhaps  by  tliousands,  is,  in  one  sense,  no 
more  your  own ;  it  belongs  to  the  purchasers,  before 
whom  you  lay,  I  fear,  a  dangerous  example  :  For  when 
they  shall  hear  that  the  author  has  *'  publicly  recanted 
il  In  the  face  of  the  whole  world,*^  it  will  be  a  temp- 
tfetion  to  them  to  slight  the  gospel  it  contains,  and 
perhaps  to  ridicule  it  *'  in  the  ^e  of  the  whole  world." 
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Vou  add,  "It  Baronrs  too  strutigly  of  Myaticiim." 
Some  passages  are  alltlle  tainted  with  Mr.  Law's  cupital 
errar,aiidyoumigbthaTepuiuledlheDiout;  but  if  you 
Uiiuk  .Mysticism  is  lutrinaicsily  bad,  you  are  under  a 
mistake.  One  of  the  greatest  Mptics,  next  (o  Solomon, 
is'rhouias  aKempis,  and,  a  few  ertors  excepted,  I  would 
uomore  bnrnbis"  Imitation  of  Jeau*  Christ,"  than  rtf 
Song  of  Solomon,  aijd  Mr.  Romaiue'd  edifying  "  F^ra- 
plirate  uf  Hie  107lb  Psalm." 

You  orgG  also,  your  Semions  "  savaur  too  much  of 
/ree-icill."  Alas!  Sii',  can  you  recant  "  free-will  i" 
Was  uot  yow  will  as  free  when  yon  recanted  your 
Sermons  as  when  you  composed  them  ?  Is  there  not  as 
much  free-will  expressed  in  this  one  line  of  the  gospel  as 
in  alt  your  sermons, '  I  would  hare  gathered  you,  and 
ye  would  not?'  Do  not  'free-will  ofleriugB,  with  an 
lioly  woiaiiip,'  delight  the  Lord  more  thaa  Jiifce/i, 
and,  if  1  iitBy  he  allowed  the  expression,  bound-alU 
services  =  h  not  the  free-will  with  which  (he  martyrs 
went  to  the  stabe,  as  worthy  of  our  highest  admiration, 
as  the  Mysticism  of  the  Canticles  ia  of  our  deepest 
actentioD  ?  If  all  that  strongly  "  savour^  uf  free-will" 
must  be  "  burned,"  ye  liearensl  what  Smiilitield  work 
will  there  be  in  your  lucid  plains  :  Woe  to  sainta  '. 
Woe  to  angels '.  for  they  are  all  free-williag  beings — 
all  full  of  free-will  :  Nor  can  you  deny  it,  uuless  you 
supposf  they  are  bound  by  irresistible  decrees,  as  Ae 
Heathens  fancied  their  deities  were  hampered  with  the 
adamandnc  chains  of  an  imaginary  something  Ibey 
called  "  fate  5"  witness  their  Fata  vtlarit,  and  Fata 
jubent,  ani  inehclBbile  Falum. 

Fardou,  Rcr.  Sir,  the  oddity  of  tbeee  exclamatioiia. 
1  am  so  grieied  at  the  great  adtantage  we  gice  infidels 
agaiuEi  the  gospel,  byniakingitridiculous,  ilialli 
try  even  the  method  of  Horace,  to  bring  luyfrieuds  back 
from  the  fashionable  relinemeiits  of  Crisp,  to  Ihc  plaii 
truth  as  il  is  in  Jesus. 
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Nor  U  this  the  only  bad  tendency  of  your  new  doctrine : 
For,  by  exploding  tiie  freedom  of  the  will,  yoa  rob  vs  of 
free  afency :  Yon  afford  iht  wielccd,  who  detemloe  to 
contlnae  In  sin,  the  beet  exeaae  In  the  world  to  do  it 
withoot  either  tliaiDe  or  renorM ;  yon  nialie  nt  mere 
roacfainct,  aiNl  Indirectly  reflect  npon  tiie  whidom  of  oar 
Lord,fbriaylnf  loasetof  Jewlahmaciiloety  Mwoald, 
and  ye  woald  not*  Bat  what  It  stfU  mora  deplorable, 
yoa  inadTcrtently  repre«ent  It  an  nnwbe  thing  In  God  to 
JadfetiM  world  in  r^^hteontncM ;  and  yonr  iifw  giasn 
shews  Ua  findletlTe  Jnsdoe  In  the  same  udSiwNiFabk 
light,  in  whidi  Eof^and  saw  two  years  ago  the  behafkmr 
of  a  great  monardi,  tHio  was  cxpoaed  In  the  pnblie 
papers,  ibr  nnmercifnlly  catting  widi  a  whip,  and  tear- 
ing with  spars,  the  horses  worked  In  a  ta^iestry  of  his 
royal  apartaient,  becanse  tfiey  did  not  prance  and  gallop 
at  his  nod. 

If  a  commendable,  bat  immoderate  fststjot  Pelaglns's 
doctrine  drove  yon  Into  that  of  Angnsdiie,  the  oracle  of 
all  the  Dominicans,  Thomists,  Jansenists,  and  all  other 
Roman  CathoUc  predestinarians,  yon  need  not  go  so  far 
beyond  him  as  to  recant  all  yonr  sermons,  becanse  yon 
mention,  perhaps,  three  or  four  time^,  the  freedom  of 
our  will,  in  the  whole  volame.  "Let  no  one,"  says 
jndidoas  Melancthon,  **  be  offended  at  the  word  free^ 
will,  (Hberum  orbitrhtm,)  for  St  Augnsdne  himself 
ases  it  in  many  rolamcR,  and  that  almost  in  every 
page,|even  to  the  surfeit  of  the  reader." 

The  most  iogenions  Calvinist  that  ever  wrote  against 
free-will,  is,  1  thinic,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New  England. 
And  his  fine  system  tarns  upon  a  comparison  by  which 
it  may  be  overtumed,  and  the  freedom  of  the  will 
demonstrated. 

The  will,  says  he,  (if  I  remember  right,)  is  lilce  an 
even  iNdancewfaldi  can  never  turn  withpnt  a  weight,  and 
mast  neeeaarify  turn  with  one.  Bnt  whence  comes  the 
weight  that  ntfceMan/jr turns  it  ?  From  the  understand- 
ing, answers  he;  the  last  dictate  of  the  understanding 
necessarily  tmns  the  wilL— And  is  the  understanding 
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also  necesfvily  determined  ?  Yea,  bythe  effect  wLich  the 
objects  around  ne  necessarily  have  upon  uh,  and  by  the 
circumatances  in  which  we  necessarily  fiuil  ourselvea  ; 
so  that  from  first  to  Iwe,  onr  leiii|>era,  words,  and  ac- 
tions, neccHarily  follow  each  other,  and  the  clrcum- 
staucea  that  give  them  birth,  as  the  second,  third,  and 
fonrih  linlia  ota  chain  followthe  first,  when  ii  is  drawn 
alozig.  Hence  the  eternal,  infallible,  irresistible,  uni- 
versal concatenation  of  events,  both  in  the  moral  and 
material  world.— This  is,  if  I  mlalake  not,  the  scheme 
of  that  great  divine,  and  he  spends  no  leas  than  414 
large  pages  In  trying  to  establish  )c. 

I  would  jasl  observe  upon  it,  that  it  malces  the  First 
Cause,  or  First  Mover,  the  OT\\y  free  j4gent  In  the 
world ;  all  others  being  necessarily  bound  with  die  chain 
of  his  decrees,  drawn  along  by  tlie  irresistible  motion 
of  his  arm,  or,  which  Is  the  same,  entangled  m/orciile 
circumstances  nnalierably  fised  by  hia  Immutable 
counsel. 

And  yet,  even  upon  thie  scheme,  you  needed  not,  Sir, 
be  1^0  afraid  of  free- will ;  for  if  the  will  be  like  an  eren 
balance,  it  is  free  in  itself,  tliongh  it  is  only  with  what  I 
beg  leave  (o  call "  a  mechanical  freedom  ;"  for  an  even 
balance,  you  know,  is  yvm  to  turn  either  way. 

But  with  respect  to  our  inmnions  author's  aascrtion, 
that  the  will  cannot  turn  without  a  weight,  l>ecaDeo  An 
even  balance  canoot ;  I  mnst  consider  It  as  a  mere 
begging  the  question,  if  not  ai  an  absurdity.  What  Is 
n  balanee,  bat  li/eleii  matter?  And  what  is  the  will 
but  the  liaiag  active  soul,  tpringing  vp  in  its  willing 
cajiacily,  and  lelf-e^trting ,  iclf-delermining  potmrr  O 
liow  tonering  is  flie  mighty  fabric  raised,  I  shall  not  saj 
upon  such  a  line  spun  metaphysical  speculation,  bat 
upon  so  weak  a  foundatiou  as  a  comparison,  which 
aoppoiesthattwo  tilings  so  widely  diff'ei'entM  spirit  and 
matter,  a  Ihing  mul  and  a  ll/eleu  balance,  are  exactly 
alilie  with  reference  to  self-determination  ',  Just  as 
if  a  spirit,  made  aft«r  the  image  of  (he  living,  free  and 
powerful  Ood,  was  no  more  capable  of  determining 
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itself,  than  an  horizontal  beam  tapportiiig  two  equal 
copper  bowJB  by  six  sUken  strings ! 

I  am  sorry,  Sir»  to  dissent  froM  ancfa  aretpeetrtle 
dirine  M  yourself;  bat,  as  I  iMfC  «o  iMle  ibr  uew 
leAneaento,  and  eannot  eten  eooceife  tew  Imt  actioai 
can  be  «•!«%  good  or  e?il»  anyfortlMr  dMft  •«.  ftpa- 
iHU  is  coaoemed  In  tbes,  I  mast  Mhm  tiw  aalieiml 
aperience  of  manldnd,  and  aide  wilb  li»  aallMr.or 
tbe  Sermona  against  tbe  aatbor  of  Hie  Nanalife,  con- 
cerning tiie  ftieedom  of  tlie  wiU. 

Nor  is  this  freedom  derogatory  to  free  grace:  Farm 
It  waa  free  grace  that  gave  aa  apri^t  frBa*wilt-to  Adas 
al  his  creatioo,  so  whenever  his  ftUeadiUdrea  tbiakor 
act  aright*  It  la  because  tfieir  free^wfllla.aMiciMljr 
preveated,  tonched,  and  ao  fiur  rediiedlijr  free  giaea* 

However,  it  matt  be  granted,  timt  maay  faaMoiiibif 
pvofraaora,  and  tbe  Uige  book  of  Blr.  Bdwarde;  are 
fMryooi  Bat  when  yoa  maintalBed  Me  ytyadam  ^.ike 
wUi,  Jesus  Christ  and  the  gospel  were  on  ypar  aide. 
To  the  end  of  the  worid,  this  plain,  peremptory  asser- 
tion of  oar  Lord,  *  I  wbold,  and  ye  would  not/  wH 
alone  throw  down  tbe  sophisms,  and  silence  tbe  ol^- 
tioas  of  the  most  subtle  philosophers  against  free-will. 
When  I  consider  what  it  implies,  far  from  snppoaing 
that  the  will  is  a  lifeless  pair  of  scales,  necessarily 
turned  by  the  least  weight ;  I  see  it  b  such  a  strong, 
self-determioing  power,  that  it  can  resist  the  effect  of 
the  most  amazing  weights;  Iceep  itself  inflexible 
under  all  tlie  waroiogs,  threatenings,  miracles,  pro^ 
mises,  entreaties,  and  tears  of  the  Son  of  God;  and 
rem^a.  obstinately  unmoved  under  the  strivings  of  his 
Holy  Spirit.  Yes,  put  in  one  scale  the  most  stupendous 
weights,  for  instance,  the  hopes  of  heavenly  joys,  and 
the  dread  of  hellish  torments;  and  only  the  gaudy 
feather  of  honour,  or  the  breaking  bubble  of  worldly  joy, 
in  the  other  ;  if  the  will  casts  itself  into  the  light  s<»le, 
the  feather  or  bubble  will  instantly  preponderate. 
Nor  is  the  power  of  the  rectified  will  less  wotaderful ; 
for  though  you  should  put  all  the  Icingdomsof  the  world 


and  their  gloi'y  in  the  one  scale,  and  notliing  bnt  '  Uie 
itproacb  of  Ctiriat'  in  the  olhef ;  yet,  if  the  wm/reely 
leap  iuCo  the  iufamona  scale,  a  cruwu  of  thorns  easily 
onlweighs  a  thonsand  golden  crowns,  and  a  devonring 
fiaiue  maliea  ti^n  thousand  throne!  itlcb  the  beam. 

Thus  ii  appears,  the  will  can  be  persuaded,  hot  never 
forced.  Yon  may  bead  it  by  moral  suasions  j  bat  If 
you  do  this  ftrlber  than  it  fr«ly  gives  way,  you  break, 
you  abaolntcly  deilrey  it,  A  will  forced,  is  no  wore  a 
wJK,  it  is  mere  compulsion!  freedom  is  not  less  essen- 
tial to  it,  ttiaQ  moiaJ  agency  to  man.  Nor  do  I  go,  in 
these  observations  upon  Ihc  fieedom  of  the  will,  one 
step  larther  than  lioDest  John  Buuynn,  whom  all  the 
Calvinista  so  deservedly  admire,  lu  his  "  Holy  War," 
he  tells  us,  •'  'Hicre  is  bnt  one  Lord  Will-be-  If  ill  iu 
the  town  of  Man's-aonl:"  Whether  be  leryts  Diabolus 
or  Shaddai,  he  is  Lord  fTiU-le  Will  still,  "  a  n;an  of 
great  strength,  resolntiua,  and  courage,  whom  iu  his 
□ccaaioo  uo  one  can  turn,"  if  he  does  not  freely  turn, 
or  yield  to  be  turned. 

I  hope.  Sir,  these  hints  upon  the  liarmlescne-ts  of 
Mystidsm,  aud  the  Iroporllinl  doctrine  of  onr  Kree 
Agency,  will  convince  yoa,  and  the  puicbasers  of  jonr 
Sermons,  that  you  have  been  too  precipitate  in  '*  pub- 
licly recantiti;  theio  iu  the  lace  of  the  whole  world," 
espedaily  the  iVinlA. 

If  you  a^lt,  why  1  pardcularly  interest  inyi-ell  iu 
behalf  of  that  oue  disconrae,  1  will  let  you  into  the 
mystery.  At  the  first  reading,  t  liked  and  adapted  it ; 
I  cut  it  out  of  the  rolnme  in  which  it  was  bonnd,  pat  it 
in  my  sermon-case,  and  preached  it  iu  oiy  churc;h.  The 
title  of  it  is,  you  know,  "  JustiScaUoo  by  Failh;"  and, 
among  several  striking  things  on  the  subject,  yon  quote 
twice  this  excellent  passage  out  of  onr  Homilies : 
"  Jn^tiiication  by  Faith  implies  a  sure  trust  and  con. 
lidence  which  a  man  hath  in  God,  that  by  the  metiu  of 
Christ  his  sins  are  forgiven,  and  he  is  reconciled  to  the 
favour  of  God."  O  Sir,  why  did  yon  not  except  it  in 
your  reeantatiou,  both  for  the  honour  of  onr  church 
and  yonr  own  ? 
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Were  I  to  prist  and  ditpene  sncii  an  adrertbeaient 
as  this :  '<  Eight  years  ago  I  pleached  in  my  cbwch  a 
iiemion,  entiiled  Jvsi^fUatiom  kff  FmUk^  coipoied  by 
tbeHoMwrablaaDdBefcreodBir.Sklricy,  tocoBHaee 
PM<t*  and  Pbariaeei  that  we  aie  MaqNtod  thro^gfc 
llie  aloae  MMfiCi  of  Christ:   Bnt  I  see  better  DOtr ;  / 

U  im  M#/M»  ^  IA#  wkOiwmMt'*  Inarwoiriitte 
IH>piah  priesi  of  Madeley  ifjoiee  I  Aad  Immt  wOl  Iki 
of  Lottghrea  iriomph,  irben  he  haaia.fMf  kaie  actaaiy 
done  it  in  yonr  Narratlre j.  What  will  fomr  Piottaiaat 
pttrishionersy  to  whom  yonr  book  la  dedkaied,  say> 
when  the  smrprising  news  fcacheslrefauid?  And  what 
will  the  world  think,  when  they  see  yon  wnnalf  plead 
in  Attgast  ftwr  JmtyhmHm  ly  FiOik,  u  bdng  ^te 
foniidation  tiiat  mnst  by  all  menna-be  seaniad  ;'^  and 
pnhVdy  iecant»  in  September,  yoor  own  cxoelleBl  Sep- 
mon  on  «  Jnstidcatton  byMth  ?" 

Indeed,  Sir,  though  I  adiaire  yonr  candMnr  in  ae-- 
Icoowledging,  there  are  some  escepttonable  passages  In 
your  discourses,  and  ^our  humility  in  readily  giirihg 
them  up,  I  can  no  more  approre  of  your  readiness  in 
malung,  than  in  insisting  upon  **  formal  recantations." 
We  cannot  be  too  carefbl  in  dealing  in  that  kind  of 
ware ;  and  it  is  extremely  dangerons  to  do  it  by  whole- 
sale ;  as  by  that  mean,  we  may  give  up  or  sMm  to  gife 
up,  **  before  the  whole  world,"  precious  truths,  deli- 
vered by  Christ  himself,  and  brought  down  to  us  in 
streams  of  the  blood  of  martyrs. 

Among  some  blunt  expostulations  that  Mr.  Wesley 
erased  in  my  Fifth  Letter,  as  being  too  severe,  he  kindly 
but  unhappily  struck  out  this :  <<  Before  you  could  with 
candour  insist  upon  'a  recantation' of  Mr. W.'s  Mi- 
nutes, should  you  not  have  recanted  yourself  the  pafi- 
sages  of  your  own  Sermons,  where  the  same  doctrines 
are  maintained;  and  have  sent  your  recantation  through 
the  land,  together  with  your  Circular  Letter  ?"  Had 
this  beentpnblisbed,  it  might  have  convinced  you  of  the 
onseasonableness  of  your  *'  recantation :"  Thus,  this 
iecimd  hasty  8tep  would  have  been  prevented  ^  and  if  I 


r,  it  is  cliielly 

And,  uow  }aur  Sernjoaa  are  recauled,  is  Ihe  Vindl- 
oaiion  of  .Mr.  W.'b  Minutes  invalidated  ?— Not  at  all ; 
for  you  liave  not  yet  recanted  the  Bath  Hymu-book, 
□or  cau  you  ever  get  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Wiilianis,  and  a 
tribe  of  other  anti  Criiipiau,  though  Calvinist  diviues, 
now  lu  glory,  lo  recant  with  yon  ;  much  less  the  pro- 
phets, apostles,  dnd  Ciirisi  himself,  on  whose  irrDfra- 
gable  teatimony  we  chiefly  rest  our  doclrine. 

II.  As  I  have  plea<!eit  out  the  cause  of  free-will 
a^:iiust  boand-wUl,  or  that  of  your  Sermons  against 
your  Narralice  ;  and  am  insenaibly  come  to  the  Vindi- 
cation, gii'c  me  leave,  Sir,  to  apeak  a  word  also  fat 
that  performance  and  the  author  ol  it. 

Vuu  say,  he  has  "  atlempled  a  Viudicacioii  of  the 
Miautes  ;"  but  do  not  some  people  tliinh  he  has  like- 
wife  executed  it  ?    And  hate  you  proved  he  has  not  > 

Vou  reply,  "  There  woold  be  a  great  impropriety  in 
"  my  giving  a  fnll  and  particular  answer  to  those  let- 
"  ters,  because  Ihe  aathor  did  all  he  could  to  revoke 
"  them,  and  has  given  me  ample  saUsfac'Jon  in  hin 
"  letters  of  eabmiasion." — indeed.  Sir,  you  quite  mis- 
took tlie  nature  of  that  "aubmissioD:"  It  had  abao- 
iutely  no  reference  tothearfummf/of  the  Vindication; 
it  only  reapccted  the  polemic  dm»  in  which  the  Vindi- 
calor  bad  put  them.  You  might  hare  been  convinced  of 
it  by  thb  par^aph  of  his  letter  of  aubroisBion !  "  1 
was  goini;  to  preach  when  1  had  the  news  of  your  happy 
accommodation,  and  was  no  sooner  out  of  church ,  than 
1  wrote  Ut  beg  my  Vindication  might  not  appear  in  the 
dreu  in  which  1  had  put  it.  1  did  not  then,  nor  do  I 
yet,  repent  having  writieu  upon  the  Minutes  ;  but,  a* 
malleri  are  nuto,  I  am  very  sorry  I  (M  not  write  iu  a 
general  manner,  withoat  laking  notice  of  the  Circular 
Letter,  and  mentioning  your 'dear  name." — He  begs, 
therefore,  you  will  not  consider  his  letter  of  submia- 
■loD  u  a  reason   for  not  giving  "afnllor  parileulnr 
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aMwer^*  to  kb  wyMMHlt »  OkeHw  cMttrtrj^-tf  you 
can  prove  ^9J^^$mat'Wobdltffm§tii9r^ikmtk§AMn 
foUow. M$*''Umt ^^M\mdm\nm {**  if te !■  wwig^te 
AwarriydttlrMlotetetrigkl  '     .  ..^ -i-^ 

Ya««d4,  howmr,  dMt  he tei «  brakM  rtiitHiili  ii 
**  fartp  iWB—ee  end  lirif  ■MHiiwe  t  fd^  »y  Hieli» 
**  «pm«iMli  or>the  delMlMi  pwdeleiytai  gliili%iw<r 
.<' tiirBtotliewimle.'f  Bat  he  i|ipnle  tO'«Mfj^ltai- 
.  ptrtial  reaiery  whether  he  hwi  aoty  Uke^caaMiiiMii, 
AmceMMcMd'  the*  dtujiihtr^  Md  Ae»  •^tsp«w 
amader.  He  bega  to  be  InftMrmcd,  whether  atfaflbt 
can  betlbr  iiiqali«'  faito  the  goeda«M  ef  a  wtcifylhiii 
bj  making  flrtt  his  obtenratlons  oa  the  whete'iMOie- 
aMafrio  9enenl»attdthen  hf  lakiag  It  to  pfetaa^tM  be 
nay  OHuniae  every  pact  wi^  greatnr  aftieatles^  Ami  he 
detiree  yea  wooid  dww^  iiMfaer  what  70lr«»-fieaied 
to  call  V  a  new  tam^^baot  preferable  to  tiieiMWrtu/ 
lara  tome  peiaoae  i^vei  then ;  and  whetter  it  la  aot 
equally.  If  not  better^  adapted  to  the  literal  meaaiag  of 
the  wordit,  as  well  as  foore  agraeaUe  to  tiio  Aatlno- 
mian  state  of  the  charch,  the  general  tenor  of  the 
propositions,  and  the  system  of  doctrine  mainHdned  by 
Mr.  Wesley  for  near  forty  years  ? 

llie  Viodicator  objects  likewise  to  yonr  asserting, 
(page  21,)  that  *<  when  be  first  saw  the  Minntes*  he 
**  expressed  to  Uady  Hantingdon-  his  abhorrence  of 
*<  them  :*'  Had  yon  said  surprise,  the  expression 
would  have  been  strictly  just ;  bnt  that  of  abhorremce 
is  far  too  strong.  Her  Ladyship,  who  testified  her 
detestation  of  them  in  tlie  strongest  terms,  might  easily 
mistake  hi^  abhorrence  of  the  sense  fixed  upon  the 
Minutes,  for  an  abhorrence  of  the  Minutes  themselves ; 
bnt  she  may  recollect,  that,  &rfrom  ever  granting  they 
had  that  sense,  he  said  again  and  again,  even  in  tiieir 
first  couvei*sation  upon  them,  *'  Certainly,  my  Lady, 
'*  Mr.  W,  can  mean  uo  such  thing  :  He  will  explain 
"  himself.'* 

Dut  supposing  he  had  at  first  been  so  for  influenced 
by  the  jealous  fears  of  Lady  Huntingdon,  as  to  express 


as  great  an  abhomnce  of  the  Minat«3,  fts  the  mistaken 
diBciiiles  did  of  the  person  of  oar  LorJ,  when  lliey  took 
Him  fui an  appiu-iiion,  and ' rried opt  for fe&i;'  woald 
this  have  excascd  either  him  or  yon,'Si(,  for  rcBoiulely 
conEiiiuing  in  a  mistake,  ia  the  midst  of  a  rariety  of 
nitaaa  aad  calls  to  escape  from  it?  And  if  the  Vtudica- 
toF,  before  be  had  weighed  the  Micatcs  in  Ibe  tialaiice 
of  the  sanctuary,  had  ercu  taken  bhi  pen,  and  con- 
ilemncd  thetu  as  dangerously  legal,  what  could  j'ou 
fairly  have  lOncinded  from  it,  bat  that  be  n-as  not  par- 
tial to  Mr.  W.,  and  had  al^to  "  leaned  lo  much  towards 
Calvinism, ■'  as  not  instantly  to  discover,  and  '  rejoice 
iu  the  truth?' 

In  yoor  la;st  page,  you  take  yoor  frieudly  leave  of  tlii: 
Vindicator,  by  saying,  you  "  desire  Iu  love  to  cast  a 
veil  over  ail  appaieut  mistakes  t>f  his  judgment  on  thia 
occasion;"  but  as  lie  is  uot  conscious  of  "  alllhecc  a;>' 
parent  mistakes,"  be  begsi  you  would  iu  love  take  u.T 
"  the  veil"  yua  Iiavc  cast  upon  them,  that  he  may  sec, 
aad  rectify  at  least  those  which  are  capital. 

1(1.  And  that  yon  may  not  hastily  conclude  lie  Has 
"  mistaken"  in  his  Vindication  of  that  article  that 
toDcbes  upon  merit,  he  embraces  this  npporluaitj  of 
presenting  yon  with  another  quotation  from  the  Jou« 
WESLEVOfthe  last  ceutury,  he  means  Mr.  Baxter, 
the  most  judlci UBS  divine,  as  well  as  the  ftrealeEt,must 
uiefnl,  and  moft  laborious  jiieacher  of  his  age. 

Id  his  "  CatholicTheology/'  answerii^  the  objeu- 
lioca  of  an  Antinomiaa,  hesays :  "jl/eri<  Isa  word,  1 
perceive,  you  are  against ;  yon  loay  therefore  dioosu 
any  other  of  the  same  slfjuiGcatlou,  andne  will  forbear 
this,  rather  than  offend  you.  Bat  yet  lell  me,  (l.)What, 
if  tlie  words  o^idi  and  t{ia  were  translated  deiervlng 
and  merit,  would  it  not  be  B9  tnie  a  translation  as  «'or- 
lAg  and  uorl/iineit,  when  it  is  the  saiDC  thing  that  is 
Dieant  ? — {2.)  Do  not  all  llie  ancient  teachei's  of  the 
churches,  since  lheapoBllea,paiticiil»rly  apply  the  UBnici 
atia  and  tneritam  to  believers .'   And  if  yoa  persuade 

i»"V(H.    I.  Q 
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men,  tint  all  these  teadiers  were  Plqibts,  wffl  yon  not 
pemade  moat  tbat  bdleve  yov,  to  be  Papists  too  ?  (3.) 
Are  not  momr^^wnd  merU  at tUteri, tdatlTe  words, as 
fmlskmeiU  and  guUt^  mUter  and  aw -wiar,  Jlwilawrf lad 
w^fB  t  And  is  there  aoy  rewaid  which  is  Mt  amHK 
^d»ailMi»<<  the  reward  of  soBMBeiitr**  Agitey 

*Ms  it  not  the  second  artide  of  oar  ftMh,  tatA  wax 

to^beUering  there  b  a  Ood/  that  «He  IstfaeRcwarder 

of  them  that  diUgendy  seek  hhn  ?'    When  yon  Am 

extirpate  ftltii  and  godliness,  on  pretence  of  ctjIbs 

down  merf^  yoo  see  wiiat  oaerdWNf  tends  to.    And 

indeed  by  the  same  reason  diat  men  deny  a  rtmmri  to 

dnty,  (the  fonltiness  being  pardoned  through  Christ,) 

they  wonld  infer  there  is  no  pmAMkmemt  for  dn  (  to  tf 

Ood  will  not  do  good  to  the  righteow,  neither  wiD  he 

doeril  to  the  iHdced;  he  becomes  like  die  God  of  Epi- 

cnms,  he  does  not  trrmble  himself  abont  ns,  nor  ahovt 

the  merit  or  demerit  of  onr  actions.    Bnt  Daivid  knew 

better :  *  The  Lord,'  9ay8  he,  *  plenteoasly  rewardedi 

the  prond  doers  ;  and  verily  there  is  a  reward  for  Ae 

righteous,  for  there  is  a  God  that  jodge^  Uie  eardi,' 

that  sees  matter  of  praise  or  dispraise,  rewardableoess 

or  worthiness  of  punishment,  in  all  the  actions  of  men." 

—This  is.  Sir,  all  Mr.  Baxter  and  Mr.  W.  mean  by 

merit  or  demerit;  and  if  the  Vindicator  be  wrong  in 

thinking  they  are  both  in  the  right,  please  to  remore 

"  the  veil"  that  conceals  his  <^  mistake." 

IV.  As  one  of  his  correspondetits  desires  him  to  ex- 
plain himself  a  little  more  upon  the  article  of  the  Mi- 
nutes which  respects  undervaluing  ourselves ;  and  as 
you  probably  place  the  arguments  he  has  advanced 
upon  that  head  among  his  '*  apparent  mistakes,"  he 
takes  likewise  this  opportunity  of  making  some  ad- 
ditional observations  on  that  delicate  subject: 

How  we  can  *  esteem  every  man  bettier  than  oar- 
selves,'  and  ourselves  'the  chief  of  sinners,*  or  *tiie 
least  of  saints,'  seems  not  so  much  a  calculation  for  tiie 
understan^ng,  a^  for  tiie  lowly,  contritCi  and  loving 


heart.  It  puzzles  the  fanner,  bat  the  latter  at  once  makes 
it  out.  Nevertheless  Che  ^emiug  eoutradictioii  ta^y, 
perhaps,  be  reeouciled  lo  reaton  h;  tlieae  reflf  L'tlons  -: 

1.  If  friendship  brinp  the  greatest  monarch  down 
from  his  throne,  and  makes  htm  sit  on  the  snme  coach 
■with  his  faTonriles;  may  not  hrntherly  love,  much 
more  powerCul  thau  natural  friendsliip,  may  aothnnii- 
llty  excited  by  the  example  of  Christ  washing  his  dis- 
ciples' feet,  may  not  a  deep  regard  for  that  precept, 
*  He  that  will  be  greatest  oiuoug  you  let  him  be  the 
least  of  all,'  sink  the  true  Chtistian  to  the  dan,  and 
make  him  lieiu  spirit  at  the  feet  of  every  one? 

2.  A  well-bred  person  uncoTers  himself,  how9,  and 
declares,  even  to  his  inferiors,  that  he  is  their  "  molt 
bumble  servant."  'ITiis  affected  civility  of  the  world  Is 
but  an  apish  imitation  of  the  geuDine  humility  of  the 
church  ;  and  if  thn<e,  who  customarily  speak  hamble 
words  without  meaning,  may  yet  he  honest  men,  how 
much  more  the  aaiota,  who  hate  '  truth  written  in  thelt 
inward  parts,'  aiid  'i^peak  out  of  the  abundance  of  tlietr 
hamble  hearts  1' 

3.  He  who  walks  in  the  light  of  diiine  love,  sees 
something  of  God's  spiritual,  moral,  or  Datoral  image 
in  nil  men,  the  worst  not  escepled  ;  and  at  the  sight, 
that  which  is  merely  creaturely  in  him  (by  a  kind  of 
spiritual  instinct  fonnd  in  all  who  are  '  born  of  tte 
Spirit,')  directly  bows  to  that  which  is  of  God  in  ano- 
ther. He  Imitates  the  captain  of  a  first-rate  man  of 
war,  who,  upon  seeing  the  king  or  cjueen  coming  np  in 
a  small  boat,  foip:tiIngthe  enornions  size  of  his  ship, 
or  consideriug  it  is  the  king's  own  ship,  immediately 
stiikea  his  colours ;  and  the  greater  vessel, eonsisteot}y 
with  wisdom  and  truth,  pays  reapectto  (he  leDS. 

4.  The  most  eminent  saint,  having  known  more  of 
the  workings  uf  corruption  in  his  own  breast,  than  he 
can  possibly  know  of  them  in  that  of  any  other  man, 
may,  witb  great  truth,  (according  to  his  present  views 
aud  former  feelings  of  the  internal  evil  he  hap  over- 
cotoe,)  call  himself  '  the  chief  of  sinners.' 

J|!  $,  Kordo&f  he  know,  but,  if  (he  feeblest  believers  had 
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aU  bit  talcnU  and  graces,  with  all  his  opportnoides 
of  doing  and  receiving  good,  they  would  hare  made  &r 
wperior  adranccn  in  the  Chriitiao  life;  aud  in  tfaii 
vkw  alMi,  without  hypocritical  httmilhy,  he  prefentfae 
least  saint  to  himself.  Thuf ,  althoagb»  according  lo 
the  humble  light  of  oiken,  all  true  believers  certamlj 
**  underralue/'  yet,  according  to  ikeir  own  hnmlk 
light,  they  make  a  trne  estimate  of  "  tfaemselrei." 

V.  Tkt  \^dicator  having  thus  solved  a  problem  of 
godliness,  which  you  have  undoubtedly  rauked  among 
his  **  apparent  misulces,"  he  talces  the  liberty  of  pre- 
aaoting  jon  with  a  list  of  some  oigomrowm  "apparent 
mistakes  on  this  occasion." 

1.  In  the  very  letter  In  which  yon  recant  your  drca- 
Iftr  letter,  you  desire  Mr.W.to"  give  up  the  fiOalerron 
of  the  Minntes/'  though  you  have  not  yet  proptd  diey 
•ontainone;  you  still  affirm,  "They  appear  to  yon 
evidently  subversive  uf  the  fnndamentals  of  Christi- 
anity," that  is,  in  plain  English,  still  <'  dreadfully  he- 
retical ;"  and  you  produce  a  letter  which  asserts  also, 
without  shadow  of  proof,  that  the  "  Minutes  were  j^o 
fat  the  establishment  of  another  foundation  than  that 
which  is  laid," — that  they  are  *'  repugnant  to  scripture, 
the  whole  plan  of  man's  salt-ation  under  the  new  covenant 
of  grace,  and  also  to  the  clear  meaning  of  our  Established 
Church,  as  well  as  to  all  other  Protestant  Churches.** 

2.  You  declare  in  your  Narrative,  that,  "  when  ybo 
east  your  eye  over  the  Minutes,  you  aie  just  where  yon 
was,"  and  assure  the  public  that  *'  nothing  inferior  to 

^a^  Bitaek  upon  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  through  the 

.4iU*sufficient  sacrifice  of  Christ,  could  have  been  an  ob- 

•ject  sufficient  to  engage  you  in  its  defence :"    Thus,  by 

dMiutUuung  to  insinuate  such  an  attack  jvas  really  made, 

rf  on  continue  to  wound  Mr.  W.  in  the  tenderest  part 

o^i^.  Although  Mr.  W.  and  fifty-three  of  his  fellow- 

vM^urers,  have  let  you  quietly  '<  secure  the  foundation," 

«i{ffbich,  by  the  bye,  had  only  been  fihaken  in  your  own 

«ild0M»  and  was  perfectly  secured  by  thpse  express  words 

.ti9(ih«  Minutes.  **uo\  by  the  merit  of  works."  but  by 
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"  believlns  'm  Christ,")  yet,  far  fraia  allowing  them  lo 
secure  Ihe  super-slrueture  in  their  larn,  which  woiild 
be  Duthidg  but  jnst,  yon  begin  already  a  eonteal  with 
tbeui  abDut  "  unr  secoud  juntlficatlDii  by  works  iu  tbe 
day  of  jndgnitiit." 

i.  Instead  or  frankly  BclEDOWledging  the  raahnEi^il  of 
your  step  and  the  greatneas  of  yaiir  mistake,  with  rei- 
pec(  to  the  Minutes,  jou  make  a  bad  matter  worse;  6y 
treating  the  Declaration  as  yon  have  treated  Ihem; 
forcing  upon  it  a  dangerous  ^cnse,  no  Icsa  contrary  to 
the  scriptui-Gs,  than  to  Mr.  W.'a  meaning,  and  the  im- 
port of  the  words. 

6.  When  you  spealf  of  the  dreadful  charges  yon  h»»e 
brought  against  the  Minnies,  you  softlycaiitlieiri"  mis- 
coustmctiona  yon  mag  seem  to  have  made  of  tlieir  meen- 
iug-"  (page23,liue4.)  Noris^oar  "ackuowiedjjmetit" 
much  stronger  than  rour — "mayaeeui;"  at]ran,'il 
does  not  appear,  to  many,  adequate  to  the  hurt  done 
by  your  circular  letter  to  the  practical  gospel  of  ObHst, 
and  the  repniatlon  ofhis  emiocni scrniut,  thonnaadsof 
whose  rn'eods  yon  hare  grieved,  nflended,  or  stumbled  j 
wliile  you  have  conHrmed  thousands  of  his  eDemics  In 
their  hard  thou ghts  ofhlui,  and  in  their  uDjast'-roB- 
teoipt  of  his  ministry. 

6.  And,  Lastly,  F:ir  from  candidly  luijuiringintotbe 
pierit  of  the  arguments  advanced  iu  the  Vindteation, 
yon  represent  Iheni  as  mere  "  mataphysienl  dilHtnc- 
tioas  ;"  or  cast,  as  u  veil  over  them,  a  friendly  aubnils- 
aive  letter  0/  condolence,  which  \raa  never  iulended  for 
the  DSe  to  which  yon  havtput  it. 

Therefore  the  Vindicator,  who  does  not  admlrs  a 
peace  founded  upon  a  "  may  seem"  on  your  pirt,  and 
on  Sfr.  W.'d  part  open  a  "  detiaration,"  to  which  yon 
hare  already  fixed  a  wrong  unacriptaral  sense  of  yonr 
own, — takea  thUpublicmethoJtaiuform  jon,helbJnka 
hts  arguments  in  lavonr  of  Mr.  W.'a  anti-CrisjiiaD  pro- 
uotitious,  ratioiiMl,  scriptural,  and  solid  j  and  ouce  siere 
he  begs  yoo  would  ramove  the  veil  you  hare  hilhfrto 
"cast  over  all  the  apparent  mistakes  of  bis  judgment  on 
thbocoaslon,"  thalhe  may  aee  whether  the  Wn/fMowfflH 
e3 
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gospel  of  Dr.  Crivp  is  preferable  to  die  practical  gos- 
pel, whkh  Mr.  W.  eudeavoors  to  restore  to  Its  primitive 
aod  scriptunU  lustre. 

Vr.  Having  thus  fioislied  my  renutflcs  upon  tlie  mis- 
takes of  your  Narrative,  I  gladly  take  my  leave  of  coi> 
troversy  for  this  time :  Would  to  God  it  were  for  ever ! 
I  DO  more  like  it  than  I  do  applyiug  a  caustic  to  the 
back  of  my  friends ;  it  is  diagreeable  to  me,  and  pain- 
Ail  to  them ;  and  nevertheless  it  mn^  be  done,  when 
their  health  and  mine  is  at  stake. 

I  assure  you,  Sir,  I  do  not  like  the  warlike  dress  oi 
the  Vindicator,  any  more  than  David  did  the  heavy 
armour  of  Saul.  With  gladness,  therefore,  I  cast  it 
aside,  to  throw  myself  at  your  feet,  and  protest  to  yoo, 
that,  although  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  yoa  with 
the  utmost  plainneu,  franknesi^  and  honestg,  yet  tibe 
design  of  dkting  it  with  bittemeu  never  entered  my 
heart.  However,  for  every  <<  bitter  expression"  that 
may  have  dropped  from  my  sharp  riudicatingpen,  I  ask 
your  pardon ;  but  it  must  be  in  general,  for  neither 
friends  nor  foes  have  yet  particularly  pointed  out  to  me 
one  such  expression. 

You  have  accepted  of  "  a  letter  of  submissiou"  fi-om 
me  ;  let,  I  bci^cech  you,  a  concluding  paragraph  of 
submissiou  meet  also  with  your  favourable  acceptance. 
You  condescend.  Rev.  Sir,  to  call  me  your  "  learned 
friend."  Learning  is  an  accomplishment  I  never  pre- 
tended to;  but  your  friends/tip  is  an  honour  J  ^all 
always  highly  esteem,  and  do  at  this  time  value  above 
my  own  brother's  love.  Appearances  are  a  little  against 
me  :  I  feel  I  am  a  thorn  in  your  flesh;  but  T  am  per* 
suaded  it  is  a  necessary  one,  and  this  persuasion  recon- 
ciles me  to  the  thankless  and  disagreeable  part  I  act. 

If  Ephraim  must  vex  Judah,  let  Judah  bear  with 
Ephraim,tiII,  happily  tired  of  their  contention,  they  feel 
the  truth  of  Terence's  words,  Amantium  {vihy  not  ere- 
dentivm  f)  ira  amoris  redintegratio  est.^    I  can  assure 

I  T)w  inifliiid^ntandiiigs  of  loven  (why  not  of  bdkven  V  end  in 
a  renewal  and  increase  of  love* 
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yon,  mj  ileitr  Sir,  without  metaphyaical  di^tiacttoD,  I 
love  aiid  honour  you,  as  truly  a  I  dislike  tlie  rnahaeds 
of  your  well-iDcant  zeal.  The  motto  1  thought  myself 
obliged  to  lallavv  was  E  bello  paxi'  but  that  which  1 
delight  iu  U,  In  beUo  pax  ;f  inaf  we  make  them  bar' 
raonize  til!  we  learn  war  and  polemic  divinity  no 

My  Viudicatiou  coat  me  tean  of  fear,  le3t  I  shonld 
have  H-oauded  you  too  deeply.  That  fear,  I  Rnd,  wag 
groundless;  but  should  you  feel  a  little  for  the  great 
tratli9  and  the  great  MinisCer  I  rindicate,  these  espos- 
tulatious  will  wouud  me,  and  probably  ci-^tt  me  tears 

If,  in  the  mean  time,  wc  nfleud  our  weak  brethren  ; 
let  us  do  soinelhiug  in  oi-der  to  lesaeu  the  offeuce  till  it 
is  removed.  Let  as  show  tliem,  we  make  war  williouE 
so  much  ai  shyueas.  Should  you  ever  coiiie  lo  the  nex  t 
county,  as  joudidlaal  Bnmraer,honourme  with  aline, 
and  I  shall  gladly  wait  upon  you,  and  shew  yon,  (if  you 
permit  me,]  the  way  (o  my  pnlpit,  whei-e  I  ahall  think 
myself  highly  favoured  to  see  you  "secure  the  founda- 
tion," and  hear  you  enforce  the  doctrine  atjuallftcation 
by  failh,  which  you  fear  we  attack.  And  should  t  ever 
be  witlliu  thirty  mites  of  the  city  where  jon  reside,  I 
shall  go  to  submit  mysflf  to  ]-ou,  and  btf  leave  to  asaitit 
yno  lu  reading  prayei's  for  yon,  or  giving  the  cup  with 
yoit.  TliDS  ahall  we  convince  the  world,  that  coatm- 
veray  may  be  conscientloosly  c&riied  on,  without  in- 
terruption nf  brotlierly  love ;  and  I  shnll  have  the  pe.- 
cnliar  pleasure  of  teaiif^ng  to  yoo  iu  person,  how  rAn- 
cerely  I  am,  Hon.  and  dear  Sir, 

YiKir  i^ntitiioe  ani  obedient  Sfnant, 
la  the  bond  of  a  phactical  Botpil; 
3.  FLETCHER. 
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HONOURED  AND  RSVEHEND  flR, 

If  I  mistake  not  the  workingi  of  my  heart,  a  ooo- 
acrn  for  St.  James's  *  pure  and  undefiled  relig^ti'  ezdtes 
me  to  take  the  pea  ooce  more,  and  may  acconnt  for  the 
readiness  with  wUch  1  ha^e  met  yon  in  the  dangeross 
field  of  controversy.  Yon  may  possibly  tliink  mere 
partiality  to  Mr.  Wesley  has  inspired  me  with  that 
boldness ;  and  others  may  be  ready  to  say  as  Eliab; 
'  We  know  tlie  pride  and  naughtiness  of  thy  heart : 
Thon  art  come  down  that  thon  mightest  see  the  hat-^' 
tic*  Bat  may  I  not  answer  with  David,  *  Is  there  not 
a  cause?* 

Is  it  not  highly  necessary  to  make  a  stand  agmnst 
Antinomiantsm  ?  Is  not  tliat  gigantic  '  man  of  sin'  a 
more  dangerous  enemy  to  Klog  Jesus,  than  the  cham* 
pion  of  the  Philistines  was  to  King  Saul  ?  Has  he  not 
defied  more  than  forty  days  the  armies  and  arms,  the 
people  and  truths,  of  the  living  God  ?  By  audaciously 
daring  the  thousands  in  Israel,  has  he  not  made  all  the 
faint-hearted  among  them  ashamed  to  stand  *  in  the 
whole  armour  of  God,'  afraid  to  defend  the  important 
post  of  dutif  f  And  have  not  many  left  it  already, 
openly  running  away,  flying  into  the  dens  and  caves  of 
carthly-mlndedness,  ^  putting  their  light  under  a  bushel,' 
and  even  burying  themselves  alive  in  the  noisome  grave 
of  profaneness  ? 

Multitudes  indeed  still  keep  the  field,  still  make  an 
open  profession  of  godliness.  But  how  fevr  of  these 
<  endore  hardship  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ !' 
How  many  have  already  cast  away  '  the  shield  of  ^osptfl 
faith,  the  faith  which  works  by  love !'  What  numbers 
dread  the  crots^  the  heavenly  standard  they  should  stea* 
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dily  hear,  or  resolntely  follow  !  IVhilst  in  pamiiuns 
speerhra  ihey  estol  ibe  eroas  of  JesiLS,  how  do  ilicy, 
upoii  the  most  fiivoliiua  preteoce,  refuse  to  '  take  up' 
their  ona  ',  Did  the  oiHBH^GbiB'of  Goliath's  spear  see.ii 
more  terribls  to  tba  fiighted  Israelites  than  Ue  dallff 
crosi  tu  those  cla^ardly  followers  of  the  Cmcifieil  ? 
What  Boapergea  caii  spirit  them  np,  and  lead  Ihem  on 
'  from  conquering  to  cooquer  V  Who  ran  tx^a  make 
them  look  the  enemy  in  the  face  ?  Atu  1  '  in  their 
Iieart  liicy  are  a^euaTji  gone  bai.^  to  Ef^pt.'  Thelrfacc) 
are  bst  hoi/ Sioa-vaxA.'  Tbeygi«  wayi— 'they 'drai* 
back;'-^iiiayit  not  be  '  to  perdltfen  !'  Man^uotthe 
kin^of  terroiB  oveiuke  theiu  iii  their  retreat,  a itdUlHke 
tbeiQ  as  gresit  nioiiumeuu  of  Ooii's  venfCeaiuie  it^liitn 
cownrdly  FoldJurs,  as  Lot's  wife  waH  of  his  indtj>ulilieii 
ag^iii I  halting  I'acera  ! 

But  setting  allegory  aside,  permit  {ue,'S!F'to  poHr 
my  feais  ioui  your  bosom,  and  tell  yon  with  tii«mcno»e 
plainness  my  distressing  tbonghes  of  the  rellxiod^^urld. 

For  some  years )  have  juapected,  there  is  mJre^itBB- 
giuary  tlisn  '  unfeigned  ftith'  in  most  of  ^mt  *Ho  pass 
for  believers.  With  a  tnlxtureof  indignation' addi^ef 
hsre.l  seen  them  carelessly  flilloi*- the  Brwun  Of  HtbiTopt 
natnue,  ai{ainst  wbicb  they  sJjould  havt  imUifittly'Wrn- 
tled  :  And  by  the  most  prpposierons  Wfclliire,"  w*itn 
thcj  should  haie  esclaimed  a^ijKtth^t''JtiiH)u>iitlan- 
iiin,*  J  bare  heard  them  cry  ont  agaiUHt  ■■  tlit;  ti^amfff 
of .Ihair  wicked  heart! ;  whit*,'' (hey  sdH,"Stin  ifittt- 
gesied  tbey  were  to  rfo  iamBthmg  \a  oi-(fer  M  oalraflBB," 
Glad  trae  I  therefore,  ivhetr  I  Itad'aAeHiivel;  («ns\dered 
Mr.  W.'s  MiuateS,  toflndlhnjWerS  lerelWa  ffflhaWry 

•  'railmm!  AnIlnomlmfatiiiaeritcJtreinhTOOirriiWeras.fliljJ 
sjul  Konuts,  wlilch  Kljinifv  "aeitasl  Ihc  law;"  mdtho«ota  "«%«r 
(raiallU'l<3ilnlrfiilIi,"hic(in»ia  "ngmsMuw  Uiiilio^:  iN 

Cht^f  and  ji  s<^iilg  afjivt  to  lltalifjjt  our  oun  tigkleoasnai  tiy  bJlK- 
las'omfaii  ThIiFin,  wtdchilKKriimkBaills  iiUrilF/.  I  ikMtdw 
mon  B«uiUaitiiH  tliui  nurilcB  Tba  ns-ntdtial  Jiellivy  tvoiau 
iisiiUi(iJii»Bii.i(h,  i»iielHivlDgloCtlri«ljreulftwM<ft*i( 
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ciTon,  wlilfh  gare  rineto  »b  eril  I  h&illongluicnled  ie 
wercl.  bill  had  minted  courage  to  mat  and  attack. 

t.  Tlila  etM  b  ^ittinunianitm .-  (hat  \<<,  any  hind  o( 
doctrlnat  or  pracdeal  'oppotitioit  la  GotTt  lav,  nbich  ii 
Ac  |>crrect  rule  iif  rigbt,  and  the  moral  picture  of  the 
4M  of  Lore,  drawn  in  miniature  bjr  our  Lord,  in  diew 
^fmo  exqnlflite  precc|>t.<,  '  'Ilinn  nhalt  lovi?  God  with  all 
ttjr  hisrt,  and  ili^  nci^libour  as  ibyielf.' 
■ '  An  'the  law  In  (rood,  if  a  man  me  it  lawfully,'  m 
•ttiitlils  is  excellent,  if  it  be  eranfcelkal.  'llie  exter- 
iMl  respect  shewn  by  PbariweB  to  the  law,  is  but 
lAlgned  and  b^poerillcal  legalilr.  Pharisees  are  no 
Mbrt  trul)'  legal,  (han  Antioomiaus  are  tmly  cvange- 
tttttH.  '  Had  yc  beUercd  Ma»e9.'  gayx  Jeaiid  to  people 
'.4i  that  stamp,  '  ye  wonld  have  believed  nte  -■'  But  ia 
tfeor  heart  yon  hate  hU  law,  at  tnnrh  as  yoa  do  my 

■  We  see  uo  ]e»g  gospel  in  the  preliiee  of  the  ten  toot' 
'-Ifekndnieiits,  ■  I  am  the  Lurd  thy  Gud,*  &c.  than  we  do 
liefaliiy  Itt  the  middle  of  onr  Lord's  wrmon  on  HiC 
■Monut,  *  I  «ay,  wbosocFer  loaketh  on  a  woman  to  liwt 
either  her,  hath  already  committed  adallery  ia  his  heart.' 
^I^Veirtlielcas  the  Utter  '  haa  In  all  thiuRs  the  ^re^emi- 
Jiiiflce'  oter  thcfoimert  For  if  tlie  law,'  shortly  prs- 
Aiced  hf  the  gospel,  '  came  by  Moses;'  gratt,  the  I 
<ttthetnn3,  (he  full  display  of  the  gospel,  nnif(r«M,lbe 
'fcue eupfauation  and  fnlfilliug  of  the  law,  'came  by  \ 
rJanis  (ThHat.*  1 

This  eraiiseiieal  law  shonW  appear  to  ua  '  sweeter  i 
tint  hoaey-corab,  and  more  precious  than  fine  ^Id.'  I 
should  coutioually  spread  the  tables  of  onr  beuts  \ 
Heavenly  Lawprcr,  bescediing  him  towrite  j 
lAitrbwIth  his  own  Riicer,  the  powerful  Sjiirtt  of  life  ' 
But,  ftltis  \,  God's  commandments  art)  disM-  ! 
garrdeH  ;  ItVeyarerepre^ented  as  the  needless  or  Imprac-  ', 
tieable  Mnctions  of  that  superannuated  legalist  JtlMet)  i 
aarf  ff  ire  express  onr  veneration  for  them,  we  are  loolicd  i 
■pnii  as  people  who  ate  a\Wtt^^i«.ftt'^'*'**»'tS»5*i  j 
or  arc  faflen  into  the  Galatoati  »««!.■■    *'■  '">-*'S"^ 
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Not  so  David  ■  He  was  so  great  an  admirer  of  God's 
law,  cJiat  he  decla^f^^  the  godly  niaa  ■  doth  meditati:'  ' 
therein  day  and  night;'  he  exprestes  his  tranBCendent  j 
value  far  it,  under  tlie  synonitiiaaa  espressiuiia  of  /"v, 
teori:,  ttalulei,  tesiitaonia ,  pmeepU,  Bad  eomiaand- 
menu,  \a  almost  every  verse  of  the  llStli  Pfaliii.  And 
he  Bays  of  himself,  '  O  how  I  love  thy  law  :  It  la  my 
tneditaUon  all  the  day  1' 

SI,  Paul  waa  as  evangelically  legal  aa  David  ;  for  be 
ttuew,  the  law  in  aa  much  contained  in  the  goipel,  as 
the  tallies  of  stone,  on  which  the  moral  law  was  written, 
were  contained  in  the  ark.  He  therefore  aaaured  the 
Corinthians,  that  '  ihongli  he  had  all  faith,'  even  that 
which  is  most  uncommoD,  uud  performed  the  greatest 
wonders,  it  would  '  profit  him  nothing,'  unless  it  wai 
accompanied  by  '  charity,'  uoless  it  '  worked  by  love,' 
which  U  '  the  fulfilliug  of  the  law ;'  the  excellency  of 
faith  arising  from  the  excellent  end  it  answers  iu  iu<0' 
dacing  and  tiouriahing  love.  | 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  St.  Paul  aaya  to  the  Gala-        ' 
tians,  '  I  throtigh  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  i 
might  live  to  God;' and  to  the  Romans,  'Yearebeiome 
dead  to  the  law  hy  tlie  body  of  Christ :'  I  answer.  In 
the  apostle's  days,  that  cupressiou  tht  laa  frequently 
meant  "  the  whole  Mosaic  dispeuiation  ;"  and  in  that 
senac  every  believer  ia  dead  to  it,  dead  to  all  that  Christ 
has  not  adopted.     For  (1.)  He  a  dead  to  the  Levitioal        I 
law,  '  Christ  haiing  abolished  in  himself  the  law  of 
ordiuaucea :  Tooch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not.'— (2.) 
He  is  dead  to  (he  ceremonial  four,  wMuh  was  only  '  a      a 
ahadow  of  good  things  to  come,"  a  typical  representation       J 
of  Christ  and  the  blessingjj  flowing  from  his  sacrilicii. —       J 
(3.)  He  is  dead  to  the  curte  attending  his  past  violaUon*      j 
at  ^ile  moral  Une !  for 'Christ  bath  delivered  us  from        I 
the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  as.'    And, 
laitig,  he  is  dead  to  the  hopes  of  recommending  himself       ' 
to  God,  by  the  merii  of  his  obedience  to  the  moral  law ;        | 
for  in  paint  ofmeril,  he  '  Is  delcrmiued  to  know  no-        ' 
Mog  but  Chrljil  and  him  ccncifiL'd.' 
•TOwakeSt.  Paul  mean  moielhaTvlttSiV^i '%^  "^"^ 
■  Q  C 
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make  bin  mftinUio  Uutt  do  beUerer  eta  sin  :  For  if 
'  tin  b  tbe  transfrettioii  of  the  law/  and  "  the  law  ii 
dead  and  bsried/'  it  it  |ilaiD»  no  belieter  caD  sin,  ai 
no  liody  can  tranifreaa  a  law  which  la  abollsbed :  lor 

*  where  no  tew  !•»  there  it  no  tnuMgreirion/--(S.)  U  ii 
to  make  him  contradict  St.  Jamea,  who  exhorta  «a  la 
'fttl61  the  royal  tew,  according  to  the  aciiptnre,  Tlioa 
ahalt  lore  thy  neighbonr  aa  tbjaeli:'— And  (3.)  It  te  to 
malcehim  contradict  hlmieU :  For  he  diarges  the  Gala- 
ttena  '  by  love  to  serfe  one  anodier ;  all  the  tew  bdog 
Ailfillfd  in  one  word,  even  in  thb,  Tbon  ahalt  lore  thy 
neighbonr  ai  thyielf :'  And  he  aasnres  the  Hebrewa, 
that,  under  the  new  covenant,  believers,  fin:  from  bdng 

*  without  €Mr9  tews,  have  them  writtenin  their  hearts; 
Ood  il/flM«{r  placing  them  teAcir  minds.'  We  cannot 
therefore,  with  any  shadow  of  Justice,  pnt  Dr.  Crisp's 
coat  n|km  the  apostte,  and  prem  him  Into  the  sanrioeoC 
Antinomians. 

And  did  our  Lord  side  with  Andnomians  ?  Jnst  the 
reverse.  Far  from  repealing  the  two  above-mentioned 
royal  precepts,  he  asserts,  that  *  on  them  hang  all  the 
tew  and  the  prophets ;'  and  had  the  four  gospels  beeu 
theu  written,  be  would  no  doubt  have  represented  them 
as  subservient  to  the  establishing  of  the  tew,  as  he  did 
the  book  of  Isaiah,  the  evangelical  prophet.  Soch  high 
thoughts  had  he  of  tiie  tew,  that  when  a  lawyer  ex- 
pressed his  veneration  for  it,  by  declaring  that  'the 
love  oi  God,  and  our  neighbour,  was  more  than  all 
whole  burnt  offerings  and  sacrifioes,  Jesus  seeing 
that  he  had  answered  discreetly,  said  unto  him.  Thou 
art  not  fhr  from  the  liingdom  of  God.' 

The  gospel  itself  terminates  In  the  fulfilling  of  the 
oommimdments :  For  as  the  curse  of  the  law,  l&e 
llie^  lAbonrge  of  a  severe  schoolmaster,  drives,-  so  the 
gfMi»el9'lfhe  ib  loving  guide,  brings  us  to  Christ,  the  great 
ijM^fBlUler,  In  whom  we  find  inexhaustible  treasures 

Ipslrdon  and  power  $  of  pardon  for  past  breachos  of 
f  tefw,  aiM  of  power  for  present  obedience  lo  it.  Nor 
fk^  ireacwmer  oome  to  him,  than  he  magnifies  tiie  lorw. 
Ihx Jilt  -prepeptSi  as  lie  Hdrnmrlf  did  by  hte  dMSem 


nft:  'Ifycloveme,'  says  he,  '  keep  my  com- 
ienu  :'  'TliU  19  hU  command  merit,  tliut  wc 
'  love  one  aaotlier ;  and  he  that  loveth  another 
l}ailed  the  law.' 

»,  the  Kospel  displays  Jemis'a  dyiug  iavr,  that  bf 
ihg'  it  'we  may'  love  him,  that  In,  'have 
Ming  life,'  the  life  of /one  which  abidelA  when  Ibe 
)Uth  is  no  moK.  Hence  St.  John  suna  up 
twity  in  these  words, '  We  love  Hitii  becauiie  He 
md  us  I'  Atid  whatid  it  lo  lore  .Icsii.i,  bat  to 
Itt  whole  law  at  once,  to  love  God  and  man,  the 
tand  the  creature,  united  iti  one  divinely  human 
it 

tbe  Sou  of  God  'magni^  the  law,'  thai  wc  might 
t  *  Did  he  '  make  it  honourable,'  that  we  might 
kcontempliole  f  Did  He  '  come  10  fnlfil  it,'  that 
^t  be  discharged  from  fultilliug  it  an'ording  to 
padty  ?  I'hat  ia,  disrhargerl  from  loving  Ood 
tr  ncighbonr  ?  Discharged  from  tbe  euiployraeut 
hi  of  heavBD  ?  No  :  Tie  '  worii  was  neeer  made 
wr  this  dreadful  end.  None  but  SaUin  eoald 
Iccomr  incarnate  to  go  upon  lucb  an  infernal 
PU  this  ;  Standing,  tiieretbre,  apan  the  rock  of 
^llcal  truth,  we  ask  with  St.  Paul,  '  Do  we  then 
rrid  the  taw  through  faith  ?  God  Forbid  I  Najr, 
IMilish  the  law.'  We  point  sinners  lo  that  Saviour 
fftom  whom  they  ma;  continually  haie  ttie  law- 
ig  power;  'that  the  righteousness  of  IbG  law  may 
1, who  walk  notafteithe  flesh  hutafler 

le  glorious  and  dellghcfnl  views,  which  the 
IS  of  the  law,  diiarined  of  its  curse  in 
the  law  of  holy,  hamble  love,  no  strongly 
*  'd  (he  discoDr^a,  aud  sweetly  exempMed  in 
■and  death  of  the  '  Prophet  like  nnto  Moses  t' — 
'  "  ,  so  predoni  is  tbe  book  of  the  biw,  when 
s  hy  Jesns,  sprinkled  with  bis  oionlDg 
[jklid  explained  by  his  loving  Spirit!  Aud  to 
|Bt.  Paol's  asaenion, '  We  arc  not  without  Uw  to 
U  under  tbe  law  to  Christ  V  ^a 
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'  Tttftend  then  of  dreMlng  op  the  law  m  a  8cw«*cnm, 
let  ttf  In  our  degree  *  magnify  it,-  and  make  it  lioiioar- 
aMe/  aa  did  oar  Lord.-  Iiiftead  of  repreaeBtfaig  It  ai 
'^aalatolenaaejokeofboiidage.'^letDaeanH;  wftH 
8t  Ptal,  «tfie  lawoftaiiiits'  and^iHihSt  Smtami*^ 
perfect  law  of  liberty/  And  let  tiPOftttae^Mlitft^^iiff' 
ii«b  David, « I  lore  Af  commaadifteBb  1iriw«*  gi^^ 
predowi  itonea :  I  tludl  alwaf  keep  tkj  krir»  ynfM 
ever  and  evers  I  will  walk  at  LtBsiTry  forlieek  Viy 
ipeprpis. 

Bttt^alas!,  how  few  give  na  Aeae evangdleal tttM 
oTthe  law,  and  practical  Hevn  of  the  goapltlT"  How 
mmj^  intimate,  ChHft  has  '  faMUed  all  lighteowinaw,' . 
Aat  we  might  he  Oie  chikben  of  Ood  with  he«rttf*llidr 
of  nnrij^feonineit !'  If  some  Insist  opon  oor-^  ftWk ' 
Bng  an  righteousness*  also.  Is  it  not  diMf  wlitfn  tliqr 
wantfo  draw  ns  Into  thdr  pecnliarities,  and  dl^m  hita 
tbeb*  narrow  denomination?  And^wliat  nam1>er8,  tfnder 
the  mr  pretence,  that  they  "  have  a  living  law  wHhm 
in  their  hearta^*'  insinnate,  '<  There  Is  no  need  of 
pTHichlng  the  law/'  to  them,  either  to  shew  them  luofe 
of  Ood'8  parity,  endear  the  atouing  blood,  regnlatetiielr 
eonduct,  or  couvince  tbem  of  the  necessity  of  pefffcthif 
holiaeu  ! 

But  suppose  these  objectors  love,  as  they  say,  'the 
law  written  in  their  iuward  parts,'  (which  the  actions 
atid  tempers  of  some  make  rather  donbtftii,)  is  the  writ* 
log'  so  ''  perfectly  fiDished,"  that  no  one  stroke  need  io 
iHj'aclded  to  it?  Is  not  the  law  an  important  part  of 
*  ^e  word  of  righteousness?'  Asid  could  not  the  H<^ 
Ghost  retouch  the  writing,  or  deepen  the  engravings 
by  the  ministry  of '  the  word  of  righteousness  ?'  Again, 
if  tlie  Internal  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  snperseds 
the  letter  of  tlie  lawy  must  they  not,  by  tfae  same 
reason,  supersede  the  letter  of  the  ^(wr^Ewf  f    Isth^' 

■more  need  of  preaching  the  gospel  dian  the  law  W 
^ers?    Or  have  they  not  the  gospel  'writteain 
f.  as  well  as  the  law  ?  '  "*"" 

aiba:^  heights  of  nnscriphirtf  |^rf< 
mftlPmf  Olf^MtOcMBippose  thessadras  to  iMm  agNJlM X 
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What  palpable  errors  do  they  run  into,  that  they  majr  ^ 
bare  the  honour  of  passing  for  evrnigelical  !  And  who 
will  envy  them  the  gloi-y  of  couulenaiiciiig  the  Autioa-  ' 
'iillBuddusioa,by3laiidlug  in  direct  eppositiou  toChiitit, 
who  thus  decides  the  coatiovemyi  'Thiukaat  th>(t  lam 
come  to  destroy  the  law  aud  the  pruphela :  1  am  not 
come  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil.  .  For  Terily  I  say  onto 
yon,  till  heaveu  aud  earth  pass  away,  ooe  Jot  or  tiale 
shall  in  DO  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fuliilledj' 
either  in  what  it  requires  or  denouocts  :  For  the  law  is 
'  fulfilled*  not  ouly  when  its  precepM  are  obeyed,  hot 
when  rewards  are  given  to  the  observers,  and  pnuisl^- 
inents  inflicted  Bpoii  the  vlolutom  of  ic  '  Whpaoererj 
therefore,  shall  do  my  commoudmenti,  and  teach 
them,  shall  he  great  iu  the  kiiigdoiii  of  heaven.' 

Do  not  buagine.  Rev,  Sir,  I  thus  cry  up  God's  law, 
to  drown  the  late  cries  of  i/eresg  aud  Apostucs.  I 
appeal  Co  matter  of  fact  and  your  own  observations. 
Couiider  the  i-ellgious  world,  and  say,  if  AnTino-,  i 
MiAMisM  is  not  in  gcueral  a  motto  better  adapted  to 
the  state  of  professing  cougregations,  societies,  families, 
aud  individuals,  than  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  &e' 
inacriptiombat  should  i)e  even  upon  our '  horses 'B^lls;' 

yonr,,^yes  upon  the  hearers.  In  gcueral  Ihey  haVe 
cu»io,U8  '  iu;hing  tut,  aud  will  not  euduie  sound' doc-  ' 
trine.'  Many  of  them  are  armed  wiiii  tlie  'breast- 
plate, of  a  righteousness'  which  they  have  vaialj* 
imputed  to  themselves :  Tbcy  have  on  the  .showy  *  hel- 
met of  a  pre.runi/'IiraEiii  hope,'  and  hold  ra.Htiiie  liapcue- 

•  Ourimpdialtaiof  ClirWsrightHiLBngHtooutidi*!,  li»trWi(i(       j 
OUT  ADiiiMmian  hrarts.  uid  a  sdreadAilAgluElon :  Sut  Qod^  impul- < 
inv  of  €hEitf^  nflhlfDuineif  to  true  belif  vm,  is  a  moBi  blc&c4L.r(*Ut7, . 
for-vUcb  l^ojiDot  Uv  much  HiutCDd.    '  UcspoiJu  IhcHurddiht  [t 


Hmtvut  wo  puii  more  rp^/^ri  to  Xtta  latfl  Mr.  llu 
Tljl*  aptrkfimd  and  eoitiid  CalviniEl,  In  Iho  o«mu 
venloa  prefixed  to  Ma  bfrnna,  HTit  with  ETCDt  Mil 
HLAWtttmailuffinitDf^ognve,  tod  reding  him 
Uh,  >])fltnd  Aoni  iboK  vtiD  ODlfun  Ihi  nu»it^e>  a 
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trablc  fhickl  of  itrong  prejudice.  With  these  they 
'  qutuch  tiic  fiery  daru  of  conriucing  truth,  and  stud 
uwluunted  under  r(»lUes  of  reproof. 

Tkejr  my,  they  •<  will  haw  nothiog  hot  Christ." 
And  who  coald  blame  them,  if  thej  would  have  Chriit 
In  all  his  offircB?  Cbriit,  with  all  his  parables  and 
ffcnuoRB,  cautions  and  precepts,  reproofs  and  ezpoatnfak 
tion^,  cxhortatiunsandthreatenings  ?  Christ,  prcachug 
tojUie  multitudes  upon  a  mountain,  as  well  as  honourably 
teaching  iu  the  temple  ?  Christ,  (astlog  in  the  wilder- 
ness, or  praying  in  Gethsemane ;  as  well  aa  Christ 
making  the  multitode  sit  down  upon  the  grass  to  receire 
^  loaves  and  fifilies,'  or  promlung  '  thrones'  to  his  dis- 
ci pies  ?  Christ,  <  constraining  tliem  to  get  into  a  ship, 
and  toil  in  rowing  all  night  with  a  contrary  wind ;'  as 
well  ^s  CUriitt,  *  coming  in  the  morning,'  and  causing 
'  tfic  ship  u»  be  inmiediately  at  the  land  whither  they 
w^t  ?'  Christ  upon  Mount  Calvary,  as  well  as  Christ 
upon  Mount  Tabor  ?  In.a  word,  irho  would  find  £anlt 
with  them,  if  they  would  have  Christ  with  his  porerty 
a^^  lielf-deuial,  his  reproach  and  cross,  his  Spirit  and 
gtaces,  his  prophets  and  apostles,  bis  plain  apparel  and 
imiSLU  followers  ? 

But  alas  ?  It  is  not  so.  They  will  have  what  they 
please  of  Christ,  and  that  too  as  they  please.  If  be 
cQui^e  accompanied  by  legal  Moses  and  honest  Elijah, 
who  talk  of  the  crucifixion  of  the  body,  and  '  decease*,  of 
the  Utah,  they  can  do  veiy  well  without  him.  If  he 
pfi^aqh.  ^'  free  grace,  free  will,  faithfulness,  or  heavenly* 
m^^doGss^"  some  turn  to  the  right,  some  wheel  about 
to  the  left,  others  go  directly  back,  and  all  agree  to  say 
or.thluk,  *  This  is  au  hard  saying,  who  can  hear  it  ?' 

y^y  ^mire  him  in  one  chapter,  and  know  npt  wi^at- 
td^^Viake.of  him  iu  another.  Some  of  bis  wogrdf)  thj^y.. 
ei;|<il  to  the  sky,  and  others  they  seen^i  to. be  ashamei^f^. 
lyll^  ^asj^ert  his  authority  as  a  Lawgiver,  tjUey  jare  ready 

foefrfdKr^bjcm;  80  gmt  ii  tfie  difference  between  S  acftfta  r«af-«omJUf  ' 
CD  Christ  out  ofhimseU,  «u&\\&\\&«i3tub'A«^tliiaaBUnflf  OtaiABtiab* 
r Jkj^jbim  t^  dM  pxaoooft  t^k)x  oi  Q«iS%  ^i^v^wA.  ^  tms^ yxi^ 
the  doctrine  of  *  '    *  "'  ^"^  —  ^. 

f'ttk^'scrlptui 
juMlif  W|ifa  <iniHissHiimim'>l  oOian.^ 


r^.i 


lo  treat  liim  with  a,%  tittle  cereinonf  as  they  do  Mosei. 
Ifhe  say,  'Keep  m;  commaitdiDeDta :  1  am  a  kingj' 
like  the  Jews  of  old,  Ihey  rise  sgaiu^t  the  awfnl  deda- 
ratioo ;  or  they  '  crown  him"  as  a  Surely,  the  better  to 
'  set  him  at  naught'  as  a  monarch.  And  if  he  add,  tu 
hla  miniateva,  '  I  am  the  prophet  that  waa  to  come  ;  go 
in  my  came,  aad  teach  alt  na(ion»  to  observe  all  tilings 
whatsoever  1  have  commanded  yon  ;'  they  co[Dp]ain, 
"ThiaisMe  /am;  give  ns  the  gaipel;  we  ran  relish 
nothing  but  the  gospel!" 

They  hare  no  idea  of  'eating  the  pa.4cbal  lamb' 
whole,  'his  bead  with  his  leg:*,  and  the  pnrCenance. 
thereof  i'  nor  do  they  take  cate  of  '  not  breaking  hU 
booes ;'  they  do  not  like  him  rout  with  tire,  neither; 
bat '  raw  or  sodden  with  water'  ont  of  their  own '  broken 
cisterns.'  H  yon  preaeuE  him  lo  tbeui  aa  the  ^pe  of 
the  '  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  aiu  of  the  world, 
andiiiaketh  an  end  of  It;'  their  hearts  heave,  they  say, 
'  Pray  hate  me  e:;ca9ed'  from  lima  feeding  upon  hin  : 
Aud  thongh  it  is  said,  'Ye  fhall  let  nothing  of  it  re- 
main until  the  moruing,  yon  ehall  eat  it  in  basle,'  thej 
postpone,  Ihey  1>e;  leave  to  keep  it  till  the  arUde  erf 
death  :  Aiid  if,  in  tbe  mean  time,  you  talk  to  them  of 
'  bitter  licrbs,'  they  maivel  at  your  Jewish,  legal  taste, 
and  eoaiplaiu  that  yon  spoil  the  gospel  feast. 

They  do  not  consider  we  mnsE  '  give  every  one  Uh 
portion  of  meal,'  or  proper  medlciue, '  in  due  seasoD ;' 
and  that  sweet  things  are  not  alvraya  wholesome. 
They  forget  we  muat '  leave  all'  Antinomian  rrfinemeuct 
'  to  follow  Christ,'  who  Bometimcs  says  to  decent  Pha- 
risees, '  How  cati  you  escape  the  damnation  of  bell  i' 
Aud  lo  a  beloved  disciple  that  ebuufi  the  crois, '  Satan, 
thou  savonrest  not  the  things  of  God,  but  the  things  of 
men.'  Tbey  will  have  nothing  but  the  atonement.  Nor 
do  they  chooite  to  remember,  that  St.  Paul,  who  '  did 
not  ahun  to  declare  the  wholecouuael  of  God,'  preached 
Christ  to  Telix,  by '  reasoning  of  temperance,  righteoas- 
uesri,  and  judgment  to  come.' 
HeDce  It  fs  lAat  some  preacberamaM  c\iOQt«  cnm^onc 
able  sabjecte  U>  pleaie  their  heareis  -,  iuat  as  ftiowita  . 
DJflie  ea  eutenainment  for  nice  peiaons,  m6  o>>\»ip6.'*' 
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ttadjr  what  will  iQit  their  diflkolt  taste.  A  multitude 
of  important  i^criptares  may  be  produced,  on  which  no 
miiiiiter»  who  is  unwilliug  to  lose  his  repntation  as 
**  ao  craogelicai  preacher/'  most  dare  to  speak  in  sone 
pilpitSy  nnles.^  it  be  to  explain  away  or  enenrate  tiwir 
meaoiog.    I'ake  some  instances : 

ITie  good  old  Calvinists,  (Archbishop  Leigbton,  for 
ODe,)  qnestioned  whether  a  man  was  truly  concerted 
who  did  not  sincerely '  go  on  to  perfection/  and  heartily 
endeavour  to  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God/  Bat 
DOw»  if  we  only  quote  ftuch  passages  with  an  em- 
phasis, and  enforce  their  meaning  with  some  degree  of 
aarnestness,  the  truth  of  our  conversion  is  smpected: 
We  even  pass  for  enemies  to  Christ's  righteousness. 

If  we  have  courage  to  handle sudi  scriptnres  as  these, 
*  To  do  good  and  to  distribute  forget  not,  for  with  such 
sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased. — Show  me  thy  fiuth  by 
tiiy  works — ^Was  not  Rahab  justified  by  works?  By 
works  was  Abraham's  faith  made  perfect,'  Sec,  the  bare 
giving  out  of  our  text  prejudices  our  Antinomian  hearers 
against  us,  and  robs  us  of  their  candid  attention ;  unless 
they  expect  a  charity-sermon  ;  for  on  such  an  occasion 
they  will  yet  allow  us,  at  the  close  of  our  discourse,  to 
speak  honourably  of  good  works  :  Just  as  those  who 
run  to  the  opposite  extreme,  will  yet,  on  some  particular  I 
days,  such  as  Christmas  and  Good-Friday,  permit  us  to  I 
make  honounible  mention  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  evil  would  be  tolerable,  if  we  were  only  obliged 
to  select  smooth  texts  in  order  to  gratify  an  Antinomian      | 
audience  ;  but,  alas !    it  is   grown  so  desperate,  that     ; 
unless  we  '  adulterate  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,' 
many  reject  it  as  poison.     It  is  ft  doubt  whether  we 
could  preach  in  some  celebrated  pulpits  on   *  the  good 
man,  who  is  merciful  and  lendeth,  who  hath  diHpersed 
abroad  and  given  to  the  poor,  and  whose  righteousness 
ffcmaineth  for  ever;'— or  on  *  breaking  off  our  sins  by 
righteousness,  and  our  iniquities  by  showing  mercy  to 
tbe  poor  /—or  on  <  the  righteousness  which  exceeds 
tl^  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisee  / — or  on  '  the  robes 
washed  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb/ 
wilhoat  giving  general  ^|^\  \  wt\^%%;«  \Akfte^  in  th^ 
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good  grace  of  onr  Nicolaitan  bearers,  we  were  to  dis- 
sent from  all  sober  commeatatur^.asd  offer  llicgreBteat 
TiolcDce  to  the  context, our  own  (.'on science,  and  com- 
noD  ieaft,  by  aaying,  that  Ihe  righUmama  aud  robet, 
lueotioned  iu  thnae  passages,  are  Christ's  ini^itinj,  and 
not  onr  perfBnaed  obedience. 

How  few  of  onr  cvaugrlical  congregations  tvonid 
brar  from  the  pulpit  an  hnne^l  explanation  of  what 
thef  allow  us  to  read  in  the  desk  !  We  may  open  onr 
•ervice  by  saying,  that  '  wben  the  wiclied  man  taruetb 
away  from  his  wickedaeits,  and  dotii  that  which  is 
lawfnl  and  rigbt,  he  shall  save  his  soul  all  re ;'  bnt  woe 
to  us,  if  WE  handle  the  Eciiptnre  in  the  pulpit,  unless 
wu  wrest  it  by  representing  CKRiiiT as  'the  wicked  man 
who  DOES  that  which  is  biwfnl  aud  right,  to  save  onr 
Hoets  alire,'  without  any  of  onr  doing). 

Were  we  to  preach  upon  these  words  of  onr  Lord, 
'  This  DO  and  thou  ihalt  lire,'  (Lake  x.  2n,]  the  eense 
of  which  is  fixed  by  the  37ih  rcrse, '  Go  and  do  thon 
liliewise ;'  oc  Only  to  handle,  without  deceit,  those 
comtnou  words  of  the  Lard's  Prayer,  confirmed  by  a 
plain  parable,'  Forgi>-eas  ourtrespasses, as  wa  forgive 
tliem  that  trespass  against  ns ;'  our  reputation  at  Pro- 
tentants  wonlil  be  in  as  much  dangei',  from  the  bulk 
of  aonic  congregatiDDS,  as  onr  persona  frnm  the  fire  of 
a  whole  regiment  in  the  day  of  battle.  How  would 
Euch  a  discourse,  aud  the  poor  blind  inau  that  preached 
it,  be  privately  exclaimed  ag^nst  ;  or  publiclylt  eX' 
posed  in  a  Maguine  prefeuted  to  the  world  under  Ae 
i«cred  Dame  of  Giapel .' 

Id  ehort,  whoever  ban  courage  enough  to  preach  as 
St.  PituI  did  at  Atlieiis,  at  Lyatra,  and  bcGire  Felix, 
rebuking  sin  wltlisot  recpect  of  persons ;  whoever  will 
imitate  St.  Peter,  and  exiiort  all  bis  bearem  to  '  save 
the niselve<)  from  this  perverse  geuenilion, 'assuring  thcDi 
tliat '  the  promise  of  the  Kniy  Spirit  is  uikto  them,  and 
their  ehildren  ;'  must  expect  to  be  looked  upon  as  un- 
touDit,  if  not  aa  an  enemy  of  free-grace,  and  a  sctter-foith 
ic  months  >ga,  Killi  inject  hi 
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ofMigltnor  Foplsfa^octrlMs.  Moderate  OMbIiIi 
tlMoitelfte  aratt  ran  the  gaiiBilel,  If  ibef  preedi  free- 
gte6  to  St  Pete^  M.    Aploneltrgfium/mi^Hi 

dr^iWef**  fviriiiy  to  njf  kMHf ledj^ey  nlglu^  Umm^  ¥y  Wii 
partdf  hhaoffltoiy,  flirirtivtwr  yteadwd  t»<liii»to' 
•f^tptttmm  tomordf  Ood/  Md  etHdrMttwA^UMiil 
oB^MiB'  Ibr  mefcjr :  Arid  I  reaenfber'  he  Jan^rtwiii 
MH'iAlkkig  npotttkNi  M  e  mmtdOMhe,  by-|^iuidh|, 
dM-^nro  epostlet  esfhofled  efen  SIohni  Mifgui"^ 

fepeiii  of  Dn  wlcicediieiby  eod  ptey  toCkxIy  v^MtAHi 
M4iMMght  of  hie  hewc  m^hf  he  fonrlTen  hlni.*'  '-'* 
'  Whi^  stiA  profeMOn  will  not  heer  the  pHilMtt 
trflUi|  fton  aihitrtfew  whoee  eeiitlnirtiti  egfee  WMf 
tbdtftt  how wlli Aey rtae agelmt deeper tre the <a»aaieed 
bf  thote  who  are'of  a  dliferrat  oplnhni !  Sooie  wUle<<a 
hMe*  all  dtchOf,  OlMenrlnir*  ^  preaddn^  last  imr^ 
mer,  one  of  them  remaricaMy  biiay  In  dHetwIiliig  «n 
aitHmd  him,  when  the  'senice  was  orer  T  went  ap  fe 
htm,  and  iuqahred  into  the  canse  of  the  dietatlgfacdoa 
he  had  so  iudeoeotly  expressed. "  I  am  not  afraid  toidl 
it  to  your  face,"  said  he  ;  <<  I  do  not  like  yonr  doctrhK : 
Yott  are  a  frec-willer." — "  If  I  have  spoken  evil,"  psi. 
plied  T,  **  bear  witness  of  tlie  evil/'— He  paoiii  a 
while,  and  then  charged  me  with  praying  befiore  te 
sermon,  as  if  all  might  be  saved.  "  That  is  fiOae  doe- 
trine/'  added  he,  '' and  if  Christ  himself  came  dowa 
from  heaven  to  preach  it,  I  wonld  not  believe  him.** 

I  wondered  at  first  at  the  positlveuess  of  my  rigid 
objector :  But,  npon  second  thoughts,  I  thought  hin 
modest,  in  comparison  of  numbers  of  profiiSBors,  who 
see  that  Christ  actually  came  down  from  heaven,  and 
preached  the  doctrine  of  Perfection  in  his  Sermon  apoa 
the  Mount,  and  yet  will  faee  us  down  that  h  ie  aa 
Aiitfchrlstian  doctrine. 

''ThiaAntinomian  cavillingof  hearers  against  preadim 
is  deplorable ;  and  the  effiects  of  it  will  be  dreadliDl.  if 
'M  liOfd-  do  not  pat  a  stop  to  this  gniwiag  evil,  wwihall 
iibrf«ae  ^erf  wbere,^  what  we  see  in  too  aaajtftak:^ 
JlPctiiirBilrdywaHimblBd mi iij  iliingiigwi^lw  iiaihi 
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acdmmlatcrsofGocI;  menwho 'arenot  mefidoemoE 
the  law,'  but  inmleni  judges,  preposterously  trying  that 
law  by  w)iieh  they  aliall  soon  belricdi — tueu,  who,  in- 
stead of  ailting  u  criminals  before  all  the  iiiesgeogen  of 
theirjudiije,  with  arrogancy  invade  tfae  Judge's  tribunal, 
Aad  arrugu  ercB  his  moat  venerable  ambasiadota  ;<— 
men,  who  ebonld '  taii  ou  Ihelr  feres  before  all,  and  gii  e 
glory  to  God,  by  confessing  that  He  is  with  his  niiuixlers,' 
of  every  denominatian,  'of  a  tnilh;'  but  wlii>,  far  from 
doing  it,  boldlycondeninlbe  word  that  coudemus  them, 
snatch  tiie  two-edged  sword  trom  the  moutb  of  every 
fuUiful  messtugrr,  blunt  the  edge  of  it,  and  audaciously 
tbnistat  him  in  dieir  turn; — mea,  who,  when  they  tec 
a  servant  of  God  iu  their  pulpit,  suppose  bu  stand*  U 
their  bar;  try  him  with  as  much  iusolence  as  Cijrali, 
Datban,  and  Aliirsio  .tiled  Moses ;  cast  birOi  with )«4S 
liiudness  tliau  I'ilnte  did  Jesui  ;  iorce  a  fool's  coaf.of 
their  onru  nuikiag  upon  him ;  and  then,  from  '>he  f^ 
of  the  scornful,'  pronounce  tlic  decisive  CfDti^i;,! 
f:'He  jslegul,  dark,  bliud,  uucoayertedi  an  e|ifmjjjlj« 
'f, (tee-grace  i — He  is  a  rank  Papist,  a  Jesuit,  Rk^^^ 
"  {irophec,  or  a  wulf  iu  slicep's  tdotbiug."  ,.,  „ 

til.  fiat  whence  springs  thlit  almost  general  AnfJDR; 
luiaDitDt  uf  our  congrcgaliooii  j  Shall  1  conceftli ,  t^ 
■ore  l>ccausc  it  festers  iu  my  own  biDasI?  StiAUtilw 
panlaW  No.in  the  naoicoEBiu)  who  is  'uofuipe^r 
of  persons,'  1  will  coafesi  my  sin,  aed  that  of  ma^af 
loj  brethren.  Tliough  1  am  tlie  li;as(,  and  (I. writ)  it 
with  tears  of  abame)  the  most  nnwurthy  uf  themaU>I 
will  follow  (he  dictates  of  my  couscieuce,  aud  vatiJ^ 
■nthority  of  a  miuiater  uf  Christ.  If  UalaamtS/*^ 
prophet,  took  in  good  part  the  icproof  of  his  AMa,l 
shonld  wrong  my  bonouied  brctlirea  and  fatliiBn>  ti(^ 
true  prophets  of  iliuLord.if  I  . reared. (heir  iCKIitivg 
■ome  weU-muaut  reproofs,  which  I  first  level  atminplf, 
and  for  which  I  heartily  wish  there  was  nn  ocoaiiai-'j 
li  sottbej^niiaomiauiaiu  of  heaier*  Ciimeuted  bj  ibftt 
at  pceuchen  i  Does  it  not  become  us  to  lajie.j^ 
)ta^>t*A  F>rl  of  Ike  blame  opuu  oorselrta,  aecordiqiJo 
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the  old  adage,  «<  Uke  prieI^  like  people  ?"  It  U  rar- 
prialDf  that  mnm  of  m  thoald  hate  an  Antlnomhui 
ndleBoe?  Do  we  not  BMke  or  keep  it  to?  Wbeodld 
we  preach  each  a  praetlcal  aeraioo  ae  that  of  oar  Lord 
oa  the  Moaat,  or  write  each  dose  letten  ae  tlie  Epbdet 
of  St  John?  AUw!  I  donbt  it  ii  hat  eeMon.  Mot 
Ihriof  to  near  to  God  oorteives  as  we  thoaM,  we  are 
■fMd  to  conw  near  to  die  ooatdeneea  oi  oar  peopki 
Hm  Jewi  tald  to  oar  Lord,  *  in  to  taying  thoa  re* 
proaeheet  at ;'  hat  bow  the  caae  it  altered,  and  oar 
•B^Utort  miglit  taj  to  nuuiy  of  at,  ^  In  ao  lajlag  yoa 
wonld  reproach  fonradfea." 

Boom  prefer  popnkrity  to  pfadn  dealiag.  We  lofe 
to  aeea  crowd  of  worldly-minded  Iwarert  nrtlierthaa 
'  alitde  dock,  a  pecnHar  people  zealoat  of  good  woitt. 
We  dare  not  tliake  oar  oongregationt  to  patpooe,  kit 
oar  Jkfe  tkoutand  tliookl,  in  three  yeart*  time,  he  re- 
daoed  to  an  AaiMlrwr  antf  iMWNfif. 

Lnther't  advice  to  MelanctiioB,  SemtdmUzm  Jbrfiier, 
**  So  prelKrh  that  thote  who  do  not  ML  oat  witii  thdr 
•iut  may  fall  oat  with  thee,"  It  more  and  more  anft- 
thiooable.  Under  pretence  of  drawing  onr  hearers  by 
love,  luroe  of  as  softly  rock  the  cradle  of  carnal  secority 
in  which  they  sleep.  For  <' fear  of  grieving  the  dear 
children  of  God,"  we  let  <  buyers  and  sellers^  sheep  and 
oxen,'  yea,  goats  and  lions,  fill  '  the  temple'  nndis- 
tnrbed.  And  because  '*  the  bread  mast  not.be  kept  from 
the  hungry  children,"  we  let  those  who  are  wanton 
make  shameful  waste  of  it,  and  even  allow  *  dogs/ 
which  we  should  *  beware  of,'  and  noisy  parrots  that 
can  speak  ihibbokth,  to  do  the  same.  We  foiiget  that 
God's  chUdren  <  are  led  by  his  Spirit,'  who  Is  <  theCom* 
forter'  Himself;  that  they  are  all  afraid  of  being  de- 
ceived, all  <  jeakms  fordie  Lord  of  hosts ;'  and  therefore 
pctfer  a  preacher  who  'searches  Jerusalem  with  can* 
dkt'  and  cannot  suffer  God's  house  to  be  made  a  den  of 
ttljBvca,'  to  a  workman  who  <  white- washes  ihe  noiwm9 
aepnieltfet'  he  should  open,  and '  daubs  over  with  on- 

ipend  mortar  the  htOgkig  ynSiB'  he  should  denuiUtb. 

ni-«U  PvitHui  tftrongly  loihrtid  Ppoa  Fmmomai 


Hulineis,  and  Ihe  first  Methodists  npoD  the  New  Birth  ,- 
but  tliesf  ddctrinea  eecm  to  grow  oat  of  dute.  Tlie 
gospel  is  cast  into  another  moald.  People,  it  seemi, 
may  now  be '  in  Cbrist'  without  beiug  '  new  ereatarei,' 
and '  new  creatures'  without  cBStiug'  old  things'  awaj. 
The;  mnj  be  God's  ehildreii  witbonl  God's  iniiige  ; 
and  '  born  of  the  Sjjirit,'  without  ■  the  frails  of  Ibe 
Spirit'  If  our  onregenetate  hearers  get  orthodoK 
ideas  aboai  the  way  of  salvation  in  their  heads,  evan- 
gelic phrases  concerning  Jesua'a  lore  in  their  moalhs, 
and  a  warm  jeal  for  our  part;  and  favourite  forma  ia 
their  hearts  \  without  auy  more  ado,  we  help  tbem  to 
Tunh  themselves  among  the  children  of  Ood.  But, 
alas !,  this  self-adoption  into  the  faoiily  of  Christ  will 
no  uioit  pass  iohcavcu.tbflnself-iinpucitiouofChriBt'i 
righteousness.  The  work  of  Ihe  Spirit  will  stand 
there,  and  that  alone.    Again, 

Some  of  ns  often  give  our  congieeationB  pardcDlar 
accoDnEs  of  the  eaeenant  between  the  persons  of  the 
blessed  Trinity,  and  speak  of  it  as  confidently  as  i/  the 
King  of  kings  had  admitted  ns  nembers  of  hia  privy 
couDCtl ;  bat  how  seldom  do  we  do  justice  to  the  scrip- 
tures, where  the  covenant  is  mentioned  in  a  jiracficaf 
luaooerl  How  rarely  do  the  ministers,  who  are  fond 
of  prearhijig  npou  the  covenant  between  Ood  aad 
David,  dwell  npou  such  scriptures  u  these ! — '  Because 
they  continued  not  in  my  covenant,  1  i-egard^d  tbem 
not ;  because  they  have  transgressed  the  law,  changed 
(he  ordinances,  and  broken  the  everlasting  covenant, 
therefore  hath  the  curse  devoured  the  earth,  and  tkey 
that  dwell  therein  arcdesolate:  Therefore  the  iuhabi- 
tautsofthe  earth  are  burned,  and  few  men  left. — I  say  to 
the  wicked,  What  hast  Ihou  to  do  to  take  my  covenant 
in  thy  month ; — They  kept  not  the  covenant  of  God,  and 
refu!>ed  to  walk  in  his  law  ;'  they  would  not  he  evange- 
lically legal, '  therefore  a  fire  was  kindled  in  Jacob,  the 
wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  he  slew  the  (attest  of 
them,  and  smote  down  the  chosen,  lAe  el«cf  of  Israel  1' 

We  frequently  keep  back  from  our  heaven  the  very 
portions  that  honest  Nathan,  or  bluut  Johs  the  Baptist, 
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ironld  hare  particolarly  enforced.  TLc  taste  of  maujf 
li  pcrt-ertcd ;  the}- '  loaUi  tlte  mauna  of  the  word,*  DOt 
because  it  ii  light,  bat  heavjf  food :  They  most  fane 
'aavoary  meat,  unrh  ai  their  loal  loveth;'  and  we 

*  Amnt  for  veuisun,'  weiuiuister  to  their  Bpiritual  Immrr, 
and  feaat  with  them  i>n  oar  doctriDal  refinements. 
Hence  '  many  are  weak  and  liclily  among  as :'  Some, 
tliat  might  be  '  fat  and  wcli*lilciug,  cry  out,  Jl/jr  ieannml 
J/jf  Uannea  /'  And  *  many  sleep*  in  a  apiritoal  gnre, 
the  easy  prey  of  corruption  and  sin. 

How  few  Calebs,  how  few  Joshnan  are  found  among 
the  many  spied  wlio  bring  a  report  of  the  Rood  land ! 
ThA  cry  is  seldom,  *  Lict  us  go  up  and  possess  it,'  unles* 
the  good  laud  be  tlie  map  of  the  gospel  drawn  by  Dr. 
Crisp.  C)q  the  contrary,  the  difflcaltles  attending  the 
noble  conquest  are  magnified  to  the  highest  degree : 

*  The  sous  of  Anak  are  tall  and  strong,  and  their  dtien 
arc  fenced  up  to  heaven.'  "  All  our  corruptions  are 
gigantic :  'J'he  castle  where  tliey  dwell  shall  always 
remain  a  den  of  thieves  :  It  is  an  impregnable  citadel, 
strongly  garrisoned  by  Apollyon's  forces  ;  we  shall 
never  love  God  here  with  all  our  sould,  we  shall  always 
have  desperately  wicked  heart4.*' 

How  few  i)f  our  celebrated  pulpits  are  there,  where 
more  ha.s  nut  been  said  at  times  for  sin  than  against  it ! 
With  what  au  uir  of  positiveueas  and  assurance  has  that 
Barabbas,  tliat  murderer  of  Christ  and  souls,  been 
pleaded  for !  ''  It  will  humble  us,  make  ma  watchful, 
stir  up  our  diligence,  quicken  our  gra^s,  endear  Christ," 
&c. :  That  ii«,  in  plain  English,  pride  will  beget  houi- 
lity ;  sloth  will  spur  us  on  to  diligence  ;  rust  will 
brighten  our  armour ;  and  unbelief,  the  very  soul  of  every 
sinful  temper,  is  to  do  tlie  work  of  faith  *  Sin  must  not 
only  be  always  lurking  about  tlie  walls  and  gates  of  the 
town  of  Mau's  Soul,  (if  I  may  OLce  more  allude  to 
Buuyan*s  Holy  fl^ar,)  but  it  shall  dwell  in  it,  in  the 
King's  palace,  "  in  the  inner  chamber,*'  the  inmost 
recesses  of  rhe  heart  *.  lliere  is  no  turning  it  out.  Jesus, 
who  deansed  the  lepers  with  a  woi  d  or  a  touch,  cannot 
with  all  the  force  of  his  Spirit  and  virtue  of  his  blood, 
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<nipcl  tbig  leproay  :  tt  is  too  iaveterate.  Death,  that 
foul  uionster,  the  offspring  of  sin,  sliatl  have  the  im- 
portant  honour  of  killing  hi!<  father.  He,  he  alone  U  to 
give  the  great,  the  laat,  (he  decisive  blow.  Tbia  ia  ton- 
fid  emly  asserted  by  those  wliocry,  JfMkingbut  Chriti: 
llier  allow  bioi  to  lop  off  the  bititielies ;  bnt  Dtntb,  the 
grtat  sariour  Death,  is  to  dfBiroy  the  root  of  Bin.  In 
the  meuu  time  '  the  tcniplE  of  God  shall  hare  agreemcst 
with  idols,  aod  Christ  concord  with  Belial :  the  l.aiub' 
of  God  shall  '  lie  down  with  the  roaring  liou'  lu  olir 

Nor  does  the  preaching  of  this  lutcmal  slavery,  this 
bondage  of  spiritual  corruption,  thock  uar  liearerB, 
No  :  This  niixtare  of  light  and  darknest  pai^sea  for 
gospel  lu  onr  days.  Aud  what  is  mote  astouifiLing  slill, 
hy  making  much  ado  about  "  flnbhed  Kulvation,"  yie 
can  even  put  It  off  as  "  the  only  pure,  genuine,  end  Miiii- 
fortable  gospel :"  While  llie  smoothness  of  our  doc- 
trine will  atuiie  for  our  most  glaring  inconsistencies, 

Vic  hare  bo  whetted  the  Autiiinniian  appetite  of  onr 
hearers,  that  they  swallow  dbwn  almost  any  thiug.  We 
may  te^l  them,  St.  Paul  was,  at  one  and  the  sume  time, 
,  'curnal,  sold  under  sio,'  eryiag  *  Who  shall  deliver  um 
from  this  hotly  of  death  >'  and  'liiumpbing  that  he  did 
'  not  walk  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spiiit,  ro- 
jcridng  ID  the  testimony  of  a  good  tUDKience,'  and 
^orying  tjmt '  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  lite  lu  Christ 
JettiU  had  made  hioi  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and 
'.'  This  suits  tlieir  experience ;  therefore  they 
y  take  onr  word,  and  it  passes  for  '  the  word  of 
tt  is  a  mercy  that  we  hate  not  yet  attempKd  to 
prvre  by  the  came  argument,  that  lying  nod  cursing  are 
quite  consistent  with  apostolic  faith  ;  for  St.  Paul 
cpesks  of  his  ■  lie,'  and  St.  James  says,  '  itith  uur 
tODgnei  curse  we  men.' 

We  may  make  them  hclicve,  that  tbongli  arlolrerv 
■aA  nrarder  are  damning  sins  iu  poor  blind  Turks  and 
Heathen*,  yet  they  are  only  the  spots  of  God's  childii'n 
hi  enlightened  Jews  and  favoiired  Chrisliaua  : — 'I'liat 
God  is  the   most  partial  of  all   judges  :    some  beine 

Vol.  I.  11  ' 


388  .    ttCOND  CBSCK  T 

accareed  td  the  pit  of  bill,  for  brcalLiBg  the  law  in  tbe 
oiostt  trifliLg  points ;  while  others,  who  actually  break 
it  in  the  most  flagrant  instaacesy  are  richly  '  blessed 
with  all  heavenly  bencdictioiu :'— Aad  that,  while  God 
beholds  *  no  iniqvity  in  Jaeob,  ao  penreraeness  is 
Israel,'  He  sees  notUng  batodiooa  siM  in  Ishmael^ 
drrilisb  wiei^edness  in  Esan ;  althou^  the  Lord  sf- 
Mires  as,  *  Tlie  widiedness  of  tiie  widied  shall  be  npop 
him,'  and  that  *  thoo^  hand  Join  in  luutd,  the  niclted 
shall  not  go  anpnnished,'  were  he  as  great  la  Jacob  si 
Corab,  and  as  fiunoos  as  Zimri  in  Israel. 

We  may  tell  oar  hearers  one  hoBr,  that '  the  love  of 
Christ  iWMify  constrains'  ali  believers  to  walk,  yea  tp 
'  ran  the  way  of  God's  commandments/  tad  that  they 
cannot  help  obeying  its  forcible  dictates :  And  we  may 
persuade- them,  the  next  boar*  that  *  how  to  pedbno 
•what  is  good  they  find  not ;  that  they  fidi  contiunaUy 
into  sin ;  for  that  which  they  do^  Aey  allow  not »  and 
what  they  woald,  that  do  thfy  not ;  bat  what  they  hat^, 
that  do  tiiey.'  And  that  these  inconsistencies  may  not 
shoclc  their  common  sense^  or  alarm  their  consciences, 
we  again  tnuch  the  sweet-sounding  string  of  ^'  finished 
salvation  :"  We  intimate,  we  have  tbe  key  of  evange> 
lical  Idiowledge,  reflect  on  those  who  expect  delive- 
rance from  sin  in  this  life,  and  '  build  up'  .our  con- 
gregations in  ^  most  comfortable,  I  wii^h  J  conld  say, 
*  most  holy  faith.' 

In  short,  we  have  so  nsed  our  people  to  strange  doc- 
trines, and  preposterous  assertions,  that,  if  we  were  to 
intimate,  God  himself  sets  us  a  pattern  of  Antlnomian- 
ism,  by  disregarding  His  own  most  holy  and  lovely  law? 
which  inculcates  perfect  love ; — if  we  were  even  to  hint, 
that  He  bears  a  secret  grudge,  or  an  immortal  enmiiy 
to  those  very  souls  whom  He  commands  us  to  '  love  as 
Christ  has  loved  us ;'    that  He  feeds  them  only  for 
the  great  day  of  slaughter,  and  has  determined,  (so 
inveterate  is  His  hatred  !)  '  before  the  foundation  of 
.  the  world,'  to  *  fit'  them  as  <  vessels  of  wrath,'  that  be 
might  etcmaUy  &\\  th^m  m^  V)\&  t^^r;  vengeance, 
.im^rely  to  sbew  wbail  a  ^^xe^  wx^  v>\^t€v^  QaA  \i%^\ 
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1  Jouht  unt  nlietber  gome  trudd  not  be  highly  pleated, 
and  aay,  ive  had  "  preached  a  sciniid  anil  sweet  flls- 
couFse."  Tills  would  jirobahly  be  the  cHse,  if  we  ad- 
dressed ^em  iu  auch  a  maniier  as  to  mnkc  them  believe 
they  are  elect,-  not,  indeed,  of  tliose  ancieut,  tegil, 
and  wrestlipg '  eieft,  who  cry  to  God  day  and  oiirht  to 
be  avenged  of  their  Bpirilual  adversary;'  hat  of  those 
modem,  indolent  elect,  who  have  fonnd  out  a  abort 
ivayto  heaveu,  and  maintain,  "  We  arc  ahtolutely  to 
do  uoihing  in  Order  to  salpation," 

With  joy  I  coufess,  howevec,  that  glorians  and  rous- 
ing trntha  are  frcqnendy  dcIiTered  in  the  demonstration 
of  the  Spirit  and  of  power.  But,  alas  !,  the  blow  ii 
seldom  followed.  Yon  have  seen  fond  molliersriiilently 
correcting  tbeir  children  one  instant,  and  the  next  dan- 
dling them  upon  their  koees  i  and,  by  fo<4iihl]'  kiuiog 
away  their  tears,  spoiling  the  correc^on  they  had  given. 
Juatsoitis  with  several  of  ua ;  We  preach  a  close  dis- 
conrse,  and  seem  determined  to  drive  the  bnyeri  and 
sellers  out  of  tlie  temple.  Our  Anlinomiiiti  hearers 
begio  to  awake  aud  look  about  them  :  Some  are  even 
■■eady  to  cry  out,  '  Men  aud  brethren,  wha*  shall  we 
do  }'  But,  alas  I  we  sound  a  retreat,  when  <ve  ihould 
sbodt  for  a  second  battle :  By  an  nuacconniable  weak- 
tieaa,  before  wu  conclude,  we  iwiothe  them  np,  and 
make  a  way  for  their  escape  j  or,  which  U  not  mnch 
better,  tlie  next  time  we  preach,  by  setting  up 
Dr.  Crisp's  doctrine  as  mnch  as  ever,  we  iciduatrion.sly 
repair  the  breach  we  had  madeiu  the  Aiitinomi  an  Babel. 
And  aDppOHe  some  of  us  preach  against  Antiuouiiiui- 
isro,  is  not  oar  practice  contrary  to  our  preaching?  We 
are  ondcr  a  dangerous  mistake,  if  we  (hiuk  ourselvas 
clear  froju  Anilnomianism,  mciely  because  we  thunder 
against  An  tinomian  principles:  For  as  some,  wbo'zeal- 
onsiy  maintain  such  prinraples,  by  tlie  happiest  incon- 
sistency in  the  world,  pay  nevertheless,  in  their  prae- 
tice,  a  proper  regard  to  the  law  they  revile ;  ■»,  not  a 
few,  who  profess  the  deepest  respect  for  it,  are  su  nuhap- 

■ily inconsistent,  m  lu  irauspesa  it  wiflitjut  ce'ctiMi'ai. 

'^-  God  of  lioiiaeas  lays,  '  Go  and  voftK.  in  vkj  viv.*- 
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yvd  ;'  the  incooRisteot  Antiiiomian  answen,  <<  I  will 
not  be  bouod  by  aoy  law ;  f  ncorn  the  tie«  of  doty :" 
Bnty  nererthelesf,  '  he  repenta  and  goea.'  Tlie  incoa- 
aisteat  Legaliat  repUea,  **  It  ia  ay  hoondeii  da^  to 
o^;  /  ^,  Lord:'*  Nefertfaekaj,  *  lie  doea  not  90.' 
Which  of  the  two  It  the  greater  AotfiioBdaii  ?  The 
lattery  no  doubt :  flit  practical  Antbomiaolaai  ia  aiadi 
iK>re  odiouff  to  God  and  man,  than  tfie  apccnlalKe 
error  of  the  former. 

The  Lord  God  help  oa  to  aroidhodi!  Wbetherthe 
helliah  wolf  comet  barefaced,  or  *  lo  alwfp'a  doching ;' 
or»  what  it  a  ttiU  more  dangeront  ditgnite,  in  Lmmk't 
ohKhing;  in  the  dothet  of  the  Shepherd,  cotcared  fitna 
head  to  foot  with  a  righteouneta  which  be  haa  *  la- 
pated'  to  himielfy  and  alnga  the  ayren-aoag  of*'  finlahcd 
aalratlon/' 

IV.  I  ahall  doae  thete  rellectioaa  npon  the  Antinoaii- 
anitm  of  preachers,  by  pretendag  yon  with  aket^hetof 
two  very  oppotite  ways  of  preaching.  The  first  la  an 
extract  from  Bishop  Hopkins's  twenty-fovrth  Sermon, 
entitled  Practical  ChrUiianitp,  upon  those  words  of 
St.  Panl,  *  Work  out  your  salvation  with  fear  and  trem* 
bllng,'  &c.  This  testimony  will  weigh  so  much  the 
more  with  you,  as  he  was  SLiotmd  Cahumt,  and  atnily 
converted  man. 

"  To  work  out  our  salvation,'*  says  the  godly  prelate, 
''  it  to  persevere  in  the  ways  of  obedience,  untfl, 
through  them,  that  salvation  which  is  begun  here  on 
earth  be  perfected  in  heaven.  This  work  im|dies  three 
things : — (1.)  Pains  and  labour.  Salvation  is  that  wbidi 
nvst  be  wrought  out ;  it  is  that  which  will  make  the 
amil  pant  and  breathe,  yea,  run  down  with  sweat  to 
obtain  it. — (2.)  it  implies  constancy  and  d^igeaoe.  A 
QjEuistlan  that  would  *  work  out  his  salvation,'  mnat  be 
always  employed  about  it.  It  is  a  web,  into  which  we 
BMitt  weave  the  whole  thread  of  our  lives.  Timt  man 
iyiK>  works  at  salvation  only  by  some  passionate  fits>  and 
then,  within  a  while,  nndoes  it  all  again  by  fonl  apot^ 
MfJUHl  ROtorioiu  ^nt,  will  never  work  i4T^o|i 
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ouf.— [3.)  It  prnniisen  spcccss ;  tliough  it  be  hard 
work,  itflhall  not  be  loug  wuik  ;  continue  working,  ll 
shall  ^e  wrought  out;  what  before  wm  your  work, 
shall  be  four  rfward  ;  and  this  ealFation,  that  W8s  bo 
p^Dfut  in  working,  Hhall  be  must  bles^d  in  the  Gnjay- 

"  Say  not,  '  We  have  no  Blrength  to  woi'k  with,' 
Wliat  God  camnmnds  as  to  do,  he  will  assist  n!  in 
doini;.  We  are  impotent,  but  Gud  is  omuipolent: 
Work,  therefore;  for  this  oinoipoieut  Qod  '  worita  In 
yoa  both  (o  will  and  to  do,' 

"  'ITic  proposition  I  shall  lay  down  from  the  test  is 
this:  "I'hat  it  is  the  duty  of  ecery  true  Christian  to 
'  work  ODt  his  own  aalvation  with  fear  and  trembling :' 
Or,  '  that  eveiy  Christian,  yea,  every  man,  onght  to 
'  ivork  for  his  living,  eren  for  an  elerual  lite.'  To 
mention  places  for  the  proof  of  this,  were  to  truiscribs 
the  Bible.  We  can  no  where  open  this  blessed  book, 
but  we  find  this  truth  prov-ed  to  us,  either  directly 
or  b;  consequence.  And  yet,  it  ia  strange  in  theie 
days  to  see  how  dubloaely  some  men,  who  woald  be 
thought  admirers  of  free  grace,  speak  of  obedience 
and  working,  aa  If  they  were  the  badge  of  a  legal  spirll- 
O  it  ia  a  eoft  and  easy  doctrine  to  bid  men  sit  still  and 
beliese,  as  If  God  would  translate  them  to  heaven  upon 
tbcir  coueliea !  Is  it  passible,  that  these  notions  should 
be  dispensed  and  entertained,  bnt  because  it  has  always 
bceu  the  devil's  policy  to  vent  those  doctrines  that 
indulge  the  Hesh,  under  the  patronage  of  yVee  grace 
ami  gaipel  allahmcitli  t 

"  Wherefore  is  it  that  we  are  commanded  to  '  striM 
that  we  may  enter  in  at  the  strait  gale  }  So  to  run  thai 
vie  mayobiain?'  So  to  inr^jf/f ,  that  we  may  be '  able 
to  stand  ?'  So  '  Co  fight,  that  we  may  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life?'  Canyon  strive  and  run,  and  wrestle  and 
fight,  and  all  this  by  doing  nothing  ? — If  God  woald 
save  you  witlioiit  working,  why  has  he  given  you  grace, 
an  operative  principle,  that  you  might  work  ?  He  might 
as  well  save  yon  without  grace,  as  witlioni  works ;  For 
that  is  unt  grace  that  does  not  put  forth  itself  in  work' 
n  3 


iog.  God,  ritlier  tfurn  we  ihall  not  wmk,  will  set  u« 
at  work.  He  |(lrei  and  promises  Msbtuire,  ooly  that 
we  night  work  ottt  oar  own  lalratiott.  *  We  are  not 
•ofideut  to  tMnk  any  thing:'  Whaltkcn?  Hoitwe 
therefore  lit  aHII  ?  •  No/ njra  the  apoalle  t  ForGod, 
who  finds  at  emplojrnieot,  wlQ  ahw  ftnd  m»  atrenglh : 
*Onr  mtflH&neffUifOci,* 

**  Wherefoiv  ii  it»  that  men  are  Jntdf  danncd?  U 
it  notbeeaose  they  will  not  do  what  tbej  an  aUe  li 
dto  ?  And  Whence  have  they  this  ahllitf  ?  b  It  not 
from  the  grace  oT  God's  Sjiirlt  ?— What  ia  It  that  mea 
expect?  Most  God  drive  them  to  heareahj fovea  and 
flolepce.  Whether  they  will  or  not  ? 

**  If  mairwlll^^  he  may  woifc  oat  Us  aahatfam.  I 
speak  dot  this  to  assert  the  power  of  nsaa  to  woch  oat 
saltation,  'wldioat  the  aid  of  special  grace  to  Indine  his 
will.  Where  there  Is  spechd  grace  given  to  OMke  the 
win  willing  10  eonvert,  there  is  nothing  more  reqnired 
to  make  him  able,  because  conversion  chiefly  consuti 
In  the  act  of  the  will  itself;  only  to  make  him  willing, 
Is  required  special  grace ;  which  they,  that  &voar  the 
nnduc  liberty  of  tlie  will,  deny.  Our  impotency  lies 
in  the  stiibboruness  of  oar  will.i.  'llie  greatest  unoer 
may  work  out  his  own  salvation  if  he  will.  If  he  be 
bat  willing^e  has  that  already  that  may  make  him  able. 
God  pots  no  new  powers  in  the  soul  when  he  converts  it ! 

«  Am  -  there  any  so  desperately  profane  as  not  to 
have  prayed  unto  God  in  their  whole  life  ?    Why  now 
to  what  end  have  you  prayed  ?    Was  it  not  for  salva- 
tion ?  And  dM  you  work  for  salvation,  and  at  the  same 
time  beHeve  yon  could  not  work  ?    Thou  art  inex- 
totable,  0>a»an,  whoever  thou  art,  that  wilt  not  work; 
it  is  in  *vain  to  plead  thou  wautest  power  \    God  will 
oonfute  tfiee  out  of  thy  own  mouth. 
■  *'  WOttld^a  master,  when  he  commands  his  servant 
to  work,'  tafce  this  as  a  sufficient  excuse  for  his  sloth 
and  idleness,  that  he  has  no  power  to  work  till  God 
Mts- and 'moves  h\m  "k    Why  this  is  a  truth,  and  it  may 
«■  4rell  be  objected  b^  yont  ^civaxix:^  \o  ^wl,  %k\s^  '•i^a 
«Mo  CkMl.    TlMa^-^tAa  \m^s«^iAfe  ^^VwMssk^&tfs^ 
mir  without  God's  concuiTWftce,  i^\.  ^"^  \&^^tt.  ^^ 


endcai-nur,  no,  noris  it  aiijuattcrof  diiconragemftitto 
theiu.  They  put  these  things  to  the  trial.  Now,  why 
slionld  we  not  tJo  no  in  apiriiuilB  aa  well  ta  in  tem- 
po rjl  a  ?  AreihejDotof greaterconeennueift?  ItUiiot 
inability,  but  wilfnl  sloth,  that  dcscmji  men.  Sinnere, 
wherefore  wii!  you  perish  ?  Why  will  yon  sleep  awar 
your  souis  into  hell  ?  Is  it  mare  painful  for  you  to  work 
than  to  be  damned  ?  EndcBJour  therefore  to  do  what 
you  eao ;  lalHiur  and  sweat  at  salvation's  work,  rather 
than  fail  of  it  for  a  wilfnl  neglect.  '  How  aball  yoa 
esrape,  if  yon  neglect  so  great  salTBtion  i' 

"  Objgction. — Thna  to  press  men  to  workiog  i« 
"  derogatory  to  Christ's  merits,  by  which  alone  we  are 
"  e^ired,  and  not  byour  works.  Chrivt  has  done  all  for 
"  OS,  and  wronpht  oni  onr  aalvaiion  by  blmself.  Shall 
"  we  piece  out  bis  work  by  our  obedience ;  when  all  we 
"  have  now  to  do,  ia,  to  believe  on  him  ?" 

"  Answer. — There  ia  the  sweetest  harmony  between 
tbe  merlo  of  Cbrint,  and  our  '  working  out  of  our  sal- 
vation,' To  make  it  evident,  I  shall  sbew  what  Clirist 
lias  done  for  us,  und  what  he  expects  we  ahonld  do  for 
ourselves.  He  lias  meriltd  grace,  and  purchased  etemai 
happiness.  And  why  did  Christ  merit  grace  ?  Was  It 
not  that  we  might  act  it  in  obedience  }  If  he  merited 
grace  that  ite  might  obey,  ig  it  eea»e  to  object,  that  oai 
(ibniience  is  derogatory  to  his  merit?  If  one  end  of 
his  doing  all  that  he  did  for  las,  was  to  enable  us  to  do 
for  ourselves ;  will  any  man  say, '  Now  I  am  bound  to 
do  nothing,  becanse  Christ  has  done  alU  How  lost 
nre  snch  men  both  to  reason  and  religion,  who  under- 
take so  to  argue  1  No,  salvation  was  purchased  and 
grace  procured,  that,  by  the  acting  and  exercise  of  that 
grace,  we  might  attain  to  (liat  saifation.  It  is  not  by  i 
way  of  merit  or  purchase,  that  we  eshurt  men  to  wurli 
out  their  xalvaiion.  Those  are  guilty  of  prmctical  blas- 
phemy against  tbe  prie»Uy  oltlce  of  Clirlal,  who  think 
to  tnerit  it  by  their  own  works. 

"As  Christ  has  done  two  thinga  fortU,90  hereq^Uti 

two  tilings  from  us.    (1.)  That  we  s\itiu,\i\|M\ta'[i.^B», 

tbe  strength  of  natarc  iu  libomiua  aJWt  I^aia  •.    N»A, 
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(2.)  That  we  sbMild  f/at  foiHi  tht  power  of  gnee  ta 
laboariag  for  the  ulfBlkM  pnrchased  for  vs.  (1.)  Let 
ersTf  ilaiier  kaow  It  ii  bit  work  to  repeat  and  reten, 
Ikat  be  maj  life.  YoacunotsH  down  and  Mf,*  Whit 
«  wed  it  tbtre  of  mf  workiiig?  Chritk  hat  airady 
<  doae  all  my  work  for  aie  to  aiy  haadt.'  No,  CSvht 
haa  doae  Ut  owa  wotk,  the  work  of  a  Stnttm  aad  t 
9mni§s  bat  be  aeter  did  the  work  of  ajlaaer. 

«*lfCbrltt»  by  awrMaf  grace»  had  bctio  wed  it  apoa 
dwe,  aad  wrought  it  In  thee,  then  indeed  no  owre  woaU 
be  rrqoired  of  thee  to  become  holy,  bat  to  catt  bock  a 
laay  look  at  iSkt  porebate  of  Jetat  Chriat :  TWa  thy 
alath  woald  hate  tone  prrtence  not  to  laboor.  Bat 
tidt  will  oot  do.  Onr  Sarionr  coounaodt  all  men  ^lo 
aaek  dnt  the  kingdom  of  God  s'  And  the  apotde  tsr 
lK»itt  Sfaaoa  Bfagns  '  to  pray.'  Do  not  therefore  chett 
ytfor  own  toolt  into  perdition  l>y  lazy  aotioat  aboat 
Obrltt't  meritt.  If  yon  tit  tdU,  eiqiecdng  tfU  the  merit- 
iag  grace  of  Cliriit  drop  down  into  yoor  tonlay  and 
cbaage  yoor  hcarti ;  truly,  it  may  be,  before  that  time 
jna  yonndres  may  drop  down  into  hell,  with  yonr  old 
aachaaged  hearts ! 

**  (2.)  Christ  expects  that  those  who  have  grace 
thoold  pat  forth  the  utmost  power  thereof  in  labooriog 
alter  the  salvation  he  has  purchased  for  them.  He  has 
merited  salration  for  them ;  but  it  is  to  be  obtained  by 
tfieir  owu  labour  and  industry.  Is  not  what  Christ  has 
done  sufficient  ?  Most  he  repent ^  believe,  and  o6ey  for 
them  ?  This  is  not  to  make  him  a  Saviour,  but  a 
dradge.  He  hat  done  what  was  fit  for  a  Mediator  to  do. 
Be  now  reqidres  of  us  what  is  meet  for  Wmitfrr  tado ; 
;  it,  to  repent,  &c.  He  now  bids  you '  wash  and  be 
Would  you  have  the  great  Prophet  come  and 
mOieoff  yonr  leprosy,  and  yon  do  nothing  towards  the 
aira?  Hie  way  to  heaven  is  made  possible;  but  if 
yon  donot  walk  in  the  way  that  leads  to  it,  yon  may 
■till  be  at  for  finom  heayen  "as  ever,  lliough  Christ's 
tairing  the  pnnishment  of  tiie  law  by  death,  does 
MBcatpt  at  from  toffering,  yet  hit  obeying  of  the  law 
iloei  aot  esoiie  ma  obedience  to  die  law.    Nor  it  oar 


obedieuce  derogalorj  to  CLrlnt'S, 

from  other  gi'ouiidii  thao  Chi  isi's  did.     tie  otreyed  mv 

law  aa  a  covenant  uf  worlis> — we  oaW  as  a  tnle  W' 

righteoDBneRS. 

"To  couclude  upon  ihig  point :  So  trork  with  llial 
earDestne!a,constaiicy',andiiuii'(^aTiedne£9iiiwell-duing, 
as  if  (hf  works  alone  were  able  to  jn»!tily  and  savethst:: 
And  so  absolutely  depend  mid  rely  opon  the  menM:  of 
Christ  for  justificatiou  and  talvotlou,  aa  if  thou  never 
liadH  performed  one  act  of  obedieuce  ill  all  tjiy  Hfe. 
lliishibe  right  gospei  Eraoie  of  obedience, -sobinin^, 
ax  if  we  were  only  to  be  saifd  by  our  own  meriln ;  aud 
witliai  90  to  rest  on  the  uieritH  of  Christ,  ai  if  wchiul 
oefcr  Tcronght  any  thing.  It  il  a  difficult  Hiin^yito 
give  to  each  of  these  its  due  in  oiip  practic*.  When  wi' 
work,  tre  are  Loo  apt  to  neglect  Christ-  ami  when  wi' 
rely  on  Cbdst,  wd  ave  too  apt  to  □e^ectwnriiiag.'ii'lllit 
Uiat  Christian  hua  got  the  right  art  of  obedience  «ho 
can  mingle  these  two  together ;  who  can  willi  an&haml 
'  wort  the  works  of  God,' and  yet,  atiheaamoiiBte.Jax 
fust  hold  oil  the  merits  of  JcEua  Christ.  Lci  thi;  Amtj- 
□omian  principle  he  for  ever  rooted  unt  of  Ih-  minds  of 
men,  that  our  working  ie  deroijatory  to  ChtiiCi  ivork. 
Nei'er  more  think  lie  iias  dopu  all  your  work  fot  yunybi  t 
labour  for  that  sniration  which  lie  has  pdiehalcd  lad. 
merited.  Conld  evrr  such  KeuaelMs  obJectlOHl'  picisll 
nitb  joeu  who  have  serioufly  read  tliia'iictiptiire?i''.St: 
g»ve  himself  for  na,  that  he  might  icdeent  ^s  fruia<dll 
iniquity,  and  purify  to  himself  a  peculiar  pD()|ile  zealoba 
of  good  works.'  lint  trnly,  when  Bloth  aud>  iglitliantc 
meet  together,  if  you  tell  men  what  powers  their  ontuMa, 
assisted  by  preventing  grace,  hitre  lu  work,<  auil  lotiv 
necessary  obedience  U  to  aalvatlon,  they  witH  thoihle- 
gard  fold  Ihuir  arme  in  their  bosom,  doiugiiiodun;; 
teUing  US  (bene  doctrines  are  jlnnhtieaitm  aHdrfhtt 
Poptrg,  Uut  dccdve  not  yourwlves ;  whether  this  dne- 
iriuB  takes  hold  on  yonrjndgineuLa  now,  t  know  Urn; 
but  Uua  1  know  assuredly,  it  nhall  take  hold  on  jwir 
_  jinoiiitences  cither  here  or  hereafter;  and  then  it  itill 
Kbtaaffice  yoa  losav,  ciilier  tlmt  you  had  no  pnuvi  lu 
■  US 


io  aiij  tblDg,  or  that  Cbriit  bM  alraidj  done  ill  fer 

jroo." 
TUi  csixllroidNome  iImmU  W  In  an  dK  bDMi  of 
leM  BcMonibaaii, 
e  Cditeitto  ve  in 


M>IU  of  WMki  {  and  It  a 
^a^Halm,  ud  make  ib« 

ST pr 


For  Bwt  cannot  b«  fUOer  from  Wca,  Aai 
pKctdtuf  exmet  of  Kihof  Hopklna 


^lifp'lffotki,  wUeh  MnNBUte  Aairtudaiil  of  ena- 
ttf|nl prncbln; .  Hk; an  rdMcd  abo  in  "Ooapd 
TyoA  yinAcaUd,  bf  Mr,  WUkmi,"  whoae  atcDcBt 
idHUIpn  b  rKonmcaded  br  Oftr-tfaiM  Caltlnlal  A- 
j4b|^  of  die  lut  centniy.  Aiid  Mr.  Wede]r*a  Kopori- 
|ljf»P(>,  in  the  Hluatn  of  the  Conrvmcc  heU  In  1770, 
p»  DC  looked  npotiM  the  ptMnd  OB  whtch  that  nia- 
tiidoD  itand*. 

,  "Halt  not  a Mkrer,  an  rlett,  be  reckoned  b> be i 
jlliiuer  wUle  he  does  Aa  I  No.  Tbongh  be  don  tin, 
f^i  he  In  not  ID  be  Teckoned  t»  a  sinner ;  his  aios  are 
»(^oned  to  be  taken  awa;  from  him. — A  Dum  does  un 
if^s(GfidiGodreckoDsnolhii>tititobehiB;bere<^oiu 
i(Cbriflt'i,t]iererorc  be  cannot  reckon  It  to  be  his.-^Tbere 
ic^po  condition  in  the  coienant  of  grace ;  man  has  no  de 
Wfoa  hip  tu  perronn  any  thln|[  whatioerer,  as  a  condi- 
aofi  ti)at  lUQtt  be  observed  on  bts  part ;  and  there  U  not 
ou(!^))ppijorobli|atiDn  upon  man  tothefiilfillingof  bli 
pMt  uf  liic  tovenaiil,  or  partaking  of  the  tienefits  of  it. — 
,71>crc  is  DO  better  vaj  to  know  yonr  portion  In  Christ, 
tifau,  upou  iliB  KL'ucral  tender  of  the  gospel,  to  con- 
4^^  »b»olulcly  he  li  jonrs :  Say,  '  M;  part  la  af 
ipKidaK  tl"y  mun'i :'  Set  down  thy  rest  here  ;  qnesdon 
it  DOl,  btit  bflieci:  it — Christ  belongs  to  liiioen  m 
uau<;rxi  »nd  if  therebeno  wonethau  sinfnlneu,  re- 
Ifi^iiaii  auil  euitiity  iu  thee,  be  belonga  to  thee,  as  well 
^3  to  auy  in  tlie  world.— Cbriil  does  Jnatify  a  peratm 
ItOfipre  he  lieliuve^  [  \Te  do  not  bellere  ibai  we  may  be 
LMtiGed,  but  because  we  are  Jnidfled.    titt  Ucct  iic 
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justifieit  from  etcraity,  at  Chrbt's  death  {  aud  the  Utegt 
lime  13  hufare  tbey  are  boru.— It  is  a  rereived  cou^eit 
among  jicrsous,  that  our  obedience  is  tlie  way  lo  bea- 
veii  ;  and  tbougb  it  be  not,  say  tlicy,  the  cause  of  our 
reign,  yet  it  ia  the  way  to  the  kingdom  :  But  I  most 
tell  you,  ali  this  saDclificatioa  of  life  is  not  a  jaE  the 
way  of  that  justified  person  to  heaven, — To  what  pjjr» 
poAe  do  we  propose  to  ourselres  the  gaining  of  that  by 
our  labour  and  industry,  that  is  already  become  oura 
before  we  do  one  jot  ? — Must  Ibey  now  labour  to  gain 
these  Ihiuja,  as  if  it  were  referred  lo  tlieir  well  or  evll- 
walkiug,  that  as  tbey  shall  walk  so  they  shall  sjieed  ?  ' 
The  Lord  does  nothing  in  his  people  upon  conditions. 
The  Lord  inienda  not  that  by  our  obedience  we  sbaH 
gain  Komttbiug,  which,  io  case  of  our  failing,  we 
shall  miscarry  of.— -While  you  labour  to  get  by  duties, 
yon  prorote  God  as  much  as  in  you  lies. — We  mlist 
work  fiotn  life  and  not  for  life. — lliere  is  nothing'you 
can  do  from  ivheuce  yon  ought  to  espect  any  gain  to 
youraelvts.— Love  lo  the  hrelhren,  unirersal  obedieilce, 
and  all  other  inherent  qaalificBliona,  ai'e  no  eigng 
by  which  we  should  judge  of  our  state. — Every  elect 
vessel,  from  the  first  instant  of  his  being,  is  as  pure 
in  the  eyes  of  God  fiom  the  charge  of  sin,  as  he  shall 
be  in  glory. — Though  such  persons  do  act  I'CbelDon, 
yet  the  loathsomeness  aud  batefulness  of  this  rcbelnoQ 
la  laid  on  the  back  of  Chiist ;  he  bears  the  sin,  as  nrell 
as  the  blame,  aiid  shame :  And  God  can  dwell  wHh 
persons  that  act  ihe  thing,  because  all  the  filtbiciesB  of 
it  is  translated  from  them  upo[i  the  back  of  Christ^ — 
It  is  the  voice  of  a  lying  spirit  io  your  hearts,  tb^t 
says,  '  You  tliat  are  believers  (as  Daiid)  have  y^t 
sin  waituig  yonr  coitscieuce.'  David  Indeed  says,  l^g 
tifu  are  gone  over  mg  head,  but  he  speaks  from  Uilil- 
self,  and  all  that  he  speaks  from  himself  was  not  triitli. 
— There  is  as  much  ground  to  be  toofident  at  the  j/w- 
Aoix  of  siu  lo  a  believer,  as  soon  as  he  commilteo  It, 
as  to  believe  It  afier  be  has  perfornied  all  tbe  humi- 
liation in  (he  world.  A  believer  may  be  assured  of 
Ca  as  soon  as  lie  commits  any  siu,  even  adultery 
: , 
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and  mardcr.— Hiere  \n  not  one  fit  of  mdneis  in  a  be- 
litfTf^  biiC  he  itf  oat  of  the  way  of  Christ. — God  does 
110  lonfrer  stand  displeased  tboagh  a  bellcrer  do  tii 
(ifteu.— There  It  no  tin  that  ever  beUeren  cominhy  that 
can  possibly  do  thnn  anj  hart  Therefore,  ms  tiieir  rins 
cannot  hnrt  them,  so  there  Is  no  came  of  fear  in  tiidr 
sint  committed. — Sins  are  bnt  scarecrows  and  bngbeart 
to  fright  ignorant  children,  hot  men  of  noderstaodroir 
itee  they  are  connferfeit  things.^-^n  la  dead,  and  there 
is  no  more  terror  In  It  than  In  a  dead  Hon. — If  we  teH 
belierers,  except  they  walk  thus  and  tbns  holHj,  and 
do  these  and  those  good  works,  God  will  be  angry  with 
them,  we  abnse  the  scriptures,  nndo  what  Christ  hat 
done,  injure  beHerers,  and  tell  God  lies  to  his  ftce^- 
An  our  righteonsneps  Is  filthy,  fiiU  of  menatmosity*  the 
highest  kind  of  filthinets :— Eren  what  is  the  SpiritTs, 
mnst  be  Involved  within  that  which  Is  a  man's  own, 
nnder  the  general  notion  of  cftm^ .— God  has  done  eveiy 
thing  in  Christ,  and  taken  away  all  things  ^at  can  dit- 
tarb  onr  peace ;  but  man  will  be  mincing  the  troth, 
and  tel)  yon,  that  if  yon  keep  close  to  God,  and  refrain 
from  sin,  God  will  lore  ^oa. — Christ  docs  all  his  work 
for  him  as  well  as  iu  him  that  believes.  If  persons  are 
not  united  to  Chri^lt,  and  do  not  partake  of  justification 
before  they  do  believe,  there  will  be  bringing  to  life 
again  the  covenant  of  works ;  yon  mnst  of  necessity 
press  upon  yourselves  these  terms,  '  I  must  do,  tiiat 
I  may  have  life  in  Christ ;  I  must  l>elieve.'  Now  if 
there  be  l)elieving  first,  then  there  is  doing  before  living. 
— To  what  purpose  do  we  tell  men  of  wrath  and  dam- 
nation ?  We  had  as  good  hold  our  tongues,"  &c.,  &c. 
•*  I  observe,"  ?ays  nry  Judicious  Calvinist  anUior, 
**  the  pretence  for  the^c  opinions  is,  that  tfiep  exaU 
CHftist  ofki  FREE  OR4CE.  Under  this  shadow  An* 
tfhomiani^m  set  np  in  Germany.  This  was  the  great 
cry  in  England  above  fifty  years  since.  The  Synod  of 
Ni#  En^and  expose  this  as  one  of  the  speeches  of  ibem 
iAitnti  they  call  Antinomians :  "*  Here  is  a  great  stir 
^libdnt  grace  and  looking  to  hearts ;  bnt  give  me  Christ! 
.  '^I  neelK^nrntbrgiaces,  bnt  forChrist :  I  seek  not  for 
'promises,  bat  for  CbA^t ;  1  tet'^ii^xiot  «M^<ct»ficatJon» 


■  but  for  Chriitt :  Tell  me  Dot  nf  meditution  anil  duties, 
'  liiit  K'U  Lie  of  Christ."  Dr.  Crisp  very  often  heart 
upon  lliU  poinl,  aa  if  all  he  said  waa  lo  adtaiice  Christ 
and  Grace." 

V'oTt  tvill  perhaps  say,  that  oar  gospel- ministers  are 
far  more  guarded  than  the  Diiclor.  But  I  would  ask 
wbetlicr  all  h\»  seheme  ia  not  coIlccCcd,  and  made  to 
centre  in  the  one  fashionable  eapi-ession  frfySflwAfld.w'- 
valioa  f    Vniich  seema  to  bt  our  Shibboleth. 

If  the  laleatian  of  the  elect  waa  fiiaihed  upon  Jhe 
crroid,  dien  wai*  tiieSr  jzatification  Goislied,  their  »anf{li^ 
^cation  fi[Jshed,theii£-toryien/ion finished;  Forjq»lj,i 
licatiaa,  eanctifi ration,  and  glnriGcatioBj!nf^ff,Hi'e  bi)F 
the  varioQi;  parts  of  our  finished  tataatioa.  If  9^r 
jufitifi  ratio  D  be  finished,  there  U  no  need  of  beliediig  iQ 
order  to  be  jnatilied.  If  our  sauctificatioa  befiiiiihe^, 
there  is  no  need  of  mortityiii^  one  sin,  praying  foi  tfpp 
grace,  takiui-  np  one  crosi,  parting  with  either  tighten 
or  right  liand,  in  order  to  perfect  holiucss.    Again, 

Soppose  oar  salvation  he  finished,  it  follows,  Cbrie^ 
has  done  all,  and  we  are  to  do  nothing.  ObedleiKeuu) 
gcbd  works  arc  no  moi'e  necessary  in  order  to  it,  tbfiu 
cutting  and  carryiug  stones  are  necessary  to  the  cfiot- 
pleliDg  of  Westniinater-hridge.  Wo  are  as  .perfpcfl.in 
Christ,  as  compictrly  blnBielnss  and  holy  la  the  midst 
of  all  onr  sins,  SIS  ever  we  nh^l  be  in  f{lory.  in  l.  word, 
if  »a!vatioii  be  finished,  well-ordered  in  all  things  unid 
snrc,  onr  sIiis  cannot  take  any  tiling  from  It,  nor  onr 
rightcouaness  bare  any  thing  to  ilu  with  it.  Ilie  little 
flock  of  tlie  elect  sh^  be  saved,  nay,  are  fully  aafed 
now,  do  what  they  please ;  and  the  uiulUtndes  of  tho 
reprobates  shall  be  damned,  do  what  thfy  can.  Gire 
iiie  only  the  smooth  ring  of  finished  latviUwn,  aud, 
without  ofleriiig  the  lenst  violence  to  commnti  seuse,  1 
sliatl  necessarily  draw  every  link  of  Dr.  Crisp's  Auti- 

I  have  often  wondered  how  in  many  excellent  iwyi 
can  be  so  fond  of  an  expressiou  which  is  the  stalkJug- 
horse  of  every  wild  Ranter.  U  U-seriptural .'  Which 
of  the  prophets  or  apostles  ever  used  it  on  earth?     Da 
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eren  *  ikt  spirHs  of  just  men  nude  perfect,'  aacribe 
JbiUked  MlvaiioM  to  the  Lamb  ?  If  thej  did,  wosld 
■oc  tbetr  ■oooUected  date,  tad  tiM  tuaU  *  cryiaf  viideE 
tiM  altv/  pcote  their  praltct  prematoie  f  WOl  itl- 
ymOom  hejbdiJUd  till  <  the  last  imemy,  deittli/  it  ftdlj 
•vcroone  bx  Che  general  retarrecUoA  ?    Agida, 

U  the  expntMlonoiJImUked  Mlniiim  condatent  with 
theanalogjoffidth?  Does  it  not  tapertede  oar  Lord's 
<<  iotncession  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ?'*  Whedier 
he  inmeede  for  the  reprobateor  the  elect,  acta  he  not  a 
■MMtanwiaepart?  U  he  not  giving  hioM^  a  need- 
leaa  troable»  whether  he  latereede  for  thejnatification  of 
those  whom  he  has  himself  nproMsd,  or  for  the  sal* 
vation  of  those  whose  saivaUon  is /aliter/  bit  right 
to  offer  an  Insolt  to  oar  High*priest  upon  his  mefisp 
torial  throne,  nnder  pretence  of  honouring  him  on  the 
cross  ?  And  may  not  J  say  with  jodidona  Baxter, 
"  See  what  this  overdoing  tends  to !"  See  what  con- 
tempt it  poors  upon  kirn  '  who  is  tiie  lurightoess  of  his 
Father's  glory!' 

If  that  iavoorite  expression  be  neither  scriptnral  nor 
agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  faith,  is  it  at  least  raiion'iU 
I  doubt,  it  is  not.  FinisAed  sahaiion  implies  both  a 
deliverance  from  bodily  and  spiritual  eyils,  and  a  being 
made  fully  partakers  of  heavenly  glory,  in  body  and  in 
soul.  But  waviug  the  consideration  of  glory  and  hea- 
ven, and  taking  the  word  tahation  in  its  negative  and 
lower  ReoKC,  I  ask,  Can  it  be  said,  with  any  propriety, 
that  bodily  salvation  is  Jinished,  while  innumerable  pains 
and  diseases  surround  us,  to  drag  us  to  the  grave,  and 
deliver  us  to  puti'efaction  :  And  is  spiritual  salvation 
finished f  '  Is  the  body  of  sin  destroyed?'  Do  not 
those  very  ministers  who  preach  finished  salvation 
with  one  breath,  tell  us  with  the  next,  *^  There  is  no 
deliverance,  (that  is,  no  finished  salvation ,)  from  sin 
in  this  life  ?" 

And  what  end  does  that  expression  answer?  1  know 
oiaottis  hut  that  of  spreading  Dr.  Crisp's  doctrine,  an^ 
jnaking  thousands  of  de\\ided  %o\iV%\a2i2iiL^^\l  ^^^  \iywu:* 
of  thfir  a«lv|ktton  vraa  ^n^aVied,  Nii\»!;ok\\i^i\»»»^^M^i^ 
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Qiiich  as  '  counlcd  the  cost ;'  or  when  (bey  liBTe  jUBt 
laid  the:  foiiuclalina. 

Therefore,  wilh  al!  dne  deference  to  my  bretlireu  and 
fathers  who  prKich  /laii/ied  talvalion,  I  ask.  Would  it 
not  be  better  to  droj)  that  doctrine,  with  all  the  other 
dan gerouA  re fitiements  of  Dr.  Crisp,  and  preach  ajfii(«4«/ 
alonemrat,  a  preaeni  sovereign  retnedg,  eompleleljr  pre- 
pared to  heal  all  our  Epirltua)  inlirmitieii,  osanage  all 
our  miseries,  and  lit  ua  for  finished  salvation  in  glory  ? 
VVonhl  not  this  be  as  well  at  least,  as  to  help  our  pa- 
tients to  compose  themselves  to  sleep  upon  the  pillow 
flf  AntinomiatiLsm  ;  by  malting  them  believe,  that  the 
preparation  of  the  remedy,  and  a  complete  cure,  are  all 
one;  so  that  now  tiieyhave  absolutely  notliiug  to  do  in 
order  to  saving  health,  and  (a^  the  apostles  conclnded 
About  Lazarus,)  '  If  they  sleep  they  shall  do  well  i'  ' 
And  should  we  not,  even  in  npeabing  of  redemption. 
Imitate  the  judiciooa  Calvinlsla  of  the  last  century,  who 
carefally  diatinganihed  between  redemption,  by  the 
priet  of  Jesuf's  blood,  and  redemption  by  the  power  of 
liis  Spirit?  "  The  fonner,"  said  they,  "  was  finished 
upon  the  cross,  but  the  latter  is  not  so  much  as  begun 
in  thousands ;  even  in  all  that  are  unborn  or  oncon- 

V.  To  apeak  the  melancholy  truth,  how  few  indiri- 
dnnls  are  free  from  practical  Antinomianism  !  8ettin| 
aside  their  attendance  on  the  ministry  of  the  word, 
where  Is  the  mateiial  differeoce  between  several  of  oar 
genteel  believers  anil  other  people  ?  Do  we  not  see 
the  snniptuoua  (nrnilure  in  their  apartraents,  and 
fashionable  elegance  in  their  dress .'  What  suOts  of 
money  do  they  frequently  lay  out  in  costly  anperflnlties  i 
to  adorn  their  perscms,  houses,  and  gardens  ', 

Wise  Heathens,  by  the  help  of  a  little  phlloMphy, 
nw  the  impropriety  of  having  any  useless  brittle  Tttsels 
about  them  :   They  broke  them  on  purpose,  that  they        [ 
might  be  consistent  with  (he  profession  they  mode  ai 
teeilng wisdom.     But  we,  who  pToteaa  toVwc'^ft*^ 
CuKiST  the  wiidoiB   of  God,'    puicb'iiC  WvnV  it«»^k  _ 


auid  toys  at  an  high  rate;  and,  instead  of  Udiag  Cbiai 
fur  sliame,  an  iiacliel  did  ber  IVraiihini  for  fesr,  «• 
*  write  our  moito  over  afsinal  tiw^oaadleatick  apaate 
fdalscer  i^  tbe  wall/  and  any  nuui  «liaft  tars  tiMOsi 
ti  Daniel  nafy  vpoo  stadying  tba  Ckteeae 
■uke  cat  AirnMOMiAiiisii. 

Oar  Lordy  whose  garment  does  not  appear  ta 
been  cnt  In  the  height  of  the  fiuhfam^  aa  it  was  nsde 
withoat  scaaiy  Inbrms  vi,  that  tfiey  wbo  wear  <  ssR 
dotldag/  and  spirndid  apparel*  *  are  In  kings*  bomtf.* 
Bat  had  he  Ufed  In  oar  days*  he  anight  Iwve  fooadthc* 
In  Qod's  houses ;  in  oar  ftshiooaUe  charriies  or  ehapdr. 
There  yoa  may  find  people  professing  to  bellefc  Ike 
Blhle,  who  to  conform  to  this  present  worlds  as  ts 
wear  gold,  pearlp,  and  predoas  stones,  when  no  ^ 
tinctlon  of  odioe  or  state  obliges  diem  to  It ;  in  diied 
opposition  to  the  words  of  two  apostles :  *  Let  not  thdr 
adorning/  fays  St  Peter,  *  be  that  oatward  adonungof 
pbdting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  potdag 
on  of  appareL'— '  Let  them  adorn  themsclres  in  modeit 
apparel/-  adds  St  Paul,  *  not  with  corlcd  bmr,  or  gold, 
or  pcarLsy  or  costly  array/ 

Multitudes  of  professors,  far  from  being  convinced  of 
their  sin  in  this  respect,  ridicule  Mr.  Wesley,  for  bear- 
ing his  tetftimony  agaiust  it.  The  opposition  he  dareii 
make  to  that  growiug  branch  of  vauity,  affords  matter 
of  pious  mirth  to  a  thousand  Antiuomians.  Isaiah 
could  openly  reprove  the  *  haughty  daughters  of  Zioo, 
wIk>  walked  with  stretched-forth  necks,  wanton  eyes, 
and  tinkling  feet:'  He  could  expose  '  the  bravery  of 
their  fsishionable  omameuts,  their  round  tires  like  the 
moon,  their  chains,  bracelets,  head- bands,  rings,  aud 
ear-rings.'  But  some  of  our  humble  Chi-istiaa  ladies 
will  not  bear  a  reproof  from  Mr.  W.  on  the  head  of 
dress.  They  even  laugh  at  him,  as  a  pitiful  legniM'j 
And  yet,  O  tiie  inconsistency  of  tbeAutinomian  spirk  !^ 
Ibey  call  Isaiah  the  evangelical  prophet  I 

finery  is  often  attended  with  an  expensive  table,  at 
least  with  such  delicacies  as  our  parse  can  ^^eacli.  St 
1^1  *  kept  his  body  under,  and  was  in  fiutings  often  / 
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Biid  our  Lord  gives  ua  directionE  about  the  proper  mau- 
ner  of  fastiiiy.  Rut  the  apoale  did  not  knoie  the  eaajr 
way  to  heaven  taaght  by  Dr.  Crisp  ;  and  our  IjUvi  did 
uot  approve  of  it,  or  He  would  have  sared  liiioself  the 
trouble  of  his  direction!^.  In  geocral,  we  look  upon 
fasting,  niudi  as  we  do  upon  penitential  flagellation. 
Itotli  equBll]!  raidc  onr  pity  :  We  leave  them  both  to 
Popish  dei'oteea.  Some  iif  our  good  old  church-people 
will  yet  fast  on  Good-Frida)'  (  but  onr  faahionable  be- 
lieveni  begin  to  rast  away  that  last  scrap  of  aelf-deniaL 
Their  laitb,  which  should  produce,  aniuiate,  and  regu- 
late worka  of  mortification,  goes  a  shorter  vcay  to  woi'lt; 
it  explodes  them  all. 

"  Bat  perliaps  '  we  wrexde  not  with  flesh  and  blood,' 
hecanse  we  arc  entirely  talico  up  ivilli  'wi-eatliagHgalnst 
principaliliea,  powera,  and  spiritual  wickednes^eii  ht 
high  places.'  " 

Alas  :,  )  fear,  this  in  not  the  case.  Few  of  us  haow 
what  it  is  '  to  cry  oat  of  tlie  deep,'  Co  pray  and  beliere, 
till  in  the  name  of  Jeeua  we  force  onr  way  bey oud  flesh 
and  blood,  come  within  the  reach  of  the  internal  world, 
coniliDt  iu  an  agony  with  the  powers  of  darkness,  ron- 
quish  Apollyou  in  ail  his  attacks,  andcootlnaewrestliDg 
till  the  day  of  eternity  break  upon  us,  and  the  Uod  of 
Jacob  'bless  us  with  all  spiritual  benedicltouii  In  hM- 
venly  plitces.'  John  llunyan's  Pilgrim,  the  old  Puri- 
taoa,  and  the  fine  Quakers,  had  such  engagements,  aad 
gained  such  victories  ;  but  they  soon  got  over  the  hedge 
of  internal  actiiity,  into  the  smooth  c».;y  palli  of  Laodi- 
cean formality.  Most  of  ns,  called  Methodists,  have 
already  followed  them  ;  and  when  we  areiu  that  snare, 
Satan  ncorns  lo  conSict  with  ns ;  puny  flesh  and  blood 
are  more  than  a  match  for  us.  We  bll  asleep  under 
their  bewitching  power,  and  begin  to  dream  itraDge 
dreamn ;  "  Our  aalvaiiou  is  finished,  wo  have  got  above 
"  legality,  we  live  without  frames  and  freilngs,  we  haw 
"  atlained  Christian  liberty,  we  are  perfect  rn  Christ, 
"  we  have  uothini;  to  do,  onr  covenant  is  sure,"  Sic. 
True  I  Hnt  unhappily  it  Is  a  eovenanl  with  the  flesh  : 
Satan,  who  is  too  wise  to  break  it  by  ronslng  as  in 
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the  ffpirily  learei  ns  to  our  delosionB ;  and  we  think 
oanclrn  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  when  we  mre  only  io 
a  fool's  paradise. 

*  At  miduight,  I  will  rl«a  aad  pnUte  thee/  aid 
ODce  a  pioQi  Jew ;  Init  we  pious  Chrisliausy  whoci^ 
both  health  aad  strength,  are  imprisoned  wirUaoir 
bed-rartains,  long  after  the  sen  haa  '  called  ilm  idh 
gmi  to  their  hibonr.*  When  « Ihe  fear  of  the  Lord' 
was  in  IIS  *  the  beginning  of  wisdoai/  we  dnrst '  not 
so  confer  with  flmh  and  blood.'  We  had  then  a  Utde 
laith ;  and,  so  far  as  it  went»  it  shewed  itself  bj  oar 
works,  llien  we  could  wichoat  hesltatioii  aad  inm 
onr  hearts,  pray,  '*  Stir  Qp»  we  beseedi  thee,  O  Lord, 
the  wills  of  thjr  faithful  people,  that  they,  plenteooslf 
bringing  forth  the  fruit  of  good  worka»  bulj  by  Aee 
be  plenleonsly  rewarded,  through  Jesus  Christ  oer 
l^rd.*'  {Volteciftr  the  Uai  Stimimg  In  7'riMU^.J  We 
bdiered  tliere  was  some  truth  in  these  words  of  osr 
Lord  :  'Except  a  man  forsake  all  that  he  hath,  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  he  cannot  be  my 
disciple,  lie  tliat  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and 
he  that  will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it 
If  thine  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out :  It  is  better 
for  thee  to  enter  into  life  with  one  eye,  than  hariog 
two  eyes  to  be  cast  into  hell-fire.  Strive  to  enter  io 
at  tlie  strait  gate ;  for  I  Kay  unto  yon,  tliat  many  shall 
seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able ;'  because  they 
will  seek  to  enter  in  at  the  vnde,  rather  tliau  the  giraii 
gate :  the  Antinomian  or  Pharisaic,  rather  than  die 
evangelically  legal  gate  of  salvation.  But  now,  **  We 
''  know  better,*'  say  some  of  us,  '*  we  have  got  oy^t  our 
**  scruples  and  legality."  We  can  '  conform  to  this 
present  world ;'  cleave  to  instead  of '  forsaking  all  we 
hftTe,'  and  even  grasp  what  we  have  not.  What  a 
strange  way  this  of  '  growing  in  grace,  and  in  the 
toiwledge  of  Christ  crucified !' 
■  ,>  J^iel  infitniis  us,  that  he  '  made  bis  petitioo  thret 
||K«f  -  and  David,  that  he  offered  up  his '  praises  tevm 
ttoiet  ft-day.'  Once  ahio,  like  theyi,  we  had  fixed  houn 
H^ygNlvstepmyer  and  selfexamliuUMiBi  tot  reading  the 
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scripturei,  and  meditating  upon  them,  pprhapj  npou 
our  biiccs  ;  1)ut  wi-thouglilthin  WDS  Li^gality  too  ;  and, 
nnder  tliesptciom  preleure  of  goiu  j  beyoud  forms,  and 
learning  'to  pray  alwajs,' we  first  threw  awajroorfonn, 
and,  aooQ  after,  onr  eiideBToura  lo  walch  unto  jjrttjer. 
Now  we  Bcarcely  ever,  fijr  any  lenglh  of  lime,  Eolemnlf 
bend  the  knee  before  'our  Father  who  sees  In  eeeret.' 
And,  iastead  of  leaning  on  Chriel's  boi^oin  in  all  the 
incansof  grace;  wc  take  our  RTBcelefs  rest  on  the  bojom 
of  that  painted  Jezebel,  Formsliti/. 

If  we  are  backward  in  performing  that  leading  work 
of  PiF.TV,  secret  pragsr:  is  It  a  wonder,  if,  in  general, 
we  are  arerae  to  every  work  of  mbhcy  that  costa  ns 
!amelhing,  heaide  a  little  of  our  aupertluoas  money  ? 
Aud  would  lo  God  some  dill  not  even  grudge  this,  when 
it  19  pressed  out  of  tlicir  pnries,  by  the  importunate 
adclresa  of  those  who  beg  for  the  poor !  However,  we 
cice  yet  at  tlie  door  of  a  chnrcb,  or  at  liie  communion ; 
whether  with  iiidtS'erence  or  joy,  whether  Dntofcastom, 
Nliame,  ot  lore,  we  leldnm  eaamine.  But  that  impor' 
taut  branch  of  St.  James's  '  pure  and  undefiled  religion 
before  Ood,  ereo  the  Father,'  which  consists  '  in  visit- 
in;.'  (he  fatheilesa  aud  widows  in  thdr  afflictions,'  ii, 
with  many,  almoatns  much  out  of  date,  as  a  pilgHm- 
age  to  our  Lady  of  Loretlo. 

O  ye  fonaken  nona  of  poverty,  and  ancient  daughter* 
of  sorrow,  who  pine  away  in  your  desolate  ^arretn  or 
cellars,  without  ^re  in  winter,  destitute  of  food,  pby- 

at«d  bodies,  wra[it  np  lu  thread-bare  blankets,  if  yon 
are  poaseaaed  of  any  aucb  coi-ering,  and  tl^ll  ine,  (ell 
tlie  world,  how  many  of  our  gay  prufeasors  of  religiOD 
have  sought  and  found  you  out  in  your  deplorable  cir> 
cnmBiauees  1  Hmv  many  are  come  to  visit,  in  yon,  >ad 
(o  worship,  with  you, '  the  Man  of  SorrowA'  wiio  once 
lay  on  the  cold  ground  in  a  bloody  sweat !  When  did 
lliey  'make  your  bed  lu  your  sickneas?"  When  have 
they  kindly  infjuired  into  all  your  wants,  aympathiud 
!l(  all  your  temptations,  supported  your  drooping  heads 
Bil  fcuatitig  fit,  revived  your  t^iukiiig  apirlta  with  suit- 
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able  cordiaU,  gnidjr  wiped  joar  eold  tweato,  «Nr  nuzed 
tbeai  Willi  their  team  of  pity  ? 

AIM !  VoB  loinetiiaet  ted  wton  cwnpMiicii  mA 
wrtiiuee  io  jroiircxtreBit]r«froM  thoeewte  never  HiHM 
tbe  HUDe  of  Cbiiiit,'  than  fraai  oar  eM7»  AvtlBoauw, 
Laodioeao  Miretrr.  Their  waoti  are  ridriy  a^pptted ; 
thatisenongh:  'IlH7doootiaq«iKiBloyoua,aiMlfM 
are  Mhancd  or  afraid  to  tranble  the*  with  d»  ^BmbiI 
•lory*  Nor  lodeed  woald  aoaw?  of  them  »udit  aland  ^eaj 
if  yoB  did.  Tlieir  oniaiemipted  ahnndanoe  flMkcathon 
ai  iacapahle  of  feeling  for  yoa,  as  tlM  wwm  laiialiitaili 
of  Ethiopia  are  to  feel  for  tlie  flnoseo  Irelandma. 

While  the  table  of  tome  bdievm.  («o  callcdj  la  alta> 
nately  loaded  with  avariety  of  delicate  meatay  and  rich 
wiaes,  wliat  hare  jre  to  eai^aiji  alnklDg  natare  ?  Alaa! 
Onecanaooo  tee  your  all  of  food  and  phyale.  ApitAer 
of  water  stands  by  yoar  bed-side  npoa  a  Uocip  the  obI| 
piece  of  fttmitare  left  in  yoar  wretched  apartncah 
The  Lord  God  bless  tlie  poor  widow  that  broaght  It  yoa, 
witli  her  firo  miiet  I  Heaven  reward  a  thoosand-fold  ths 
loving  creature,  that  not  only  shares  with  yon,  bat 
freely  bestows  upon  yoo  '  all  her  living^  eren  all  thai 
she  has ;'  when  ihey  forgot  to  enqnire  after  you,  and  to 
send  you  something  oat  of  their  loxnrions  abundance ! 
*■  The  Son  of  man  once  forsaken  by  all  the  disciples, 
and  comforted  by  an  angel,  make  her  bed  in  the  time 
of  sickness  t'  And  a  waiting  band  of  celestial  spirits 
'  carry'  her  charitable  soul  <  into  Lazarus's  bosom'  in 
the  awful  hour  of  dissolution  !  I  had  rather  be  in  her 
ease,  though  she  should  not  confidently  profess  the  faith, 
than  in  pours,  O  ye  caressed  bclicTers,  who  let  yoni 
aillnenoe  overflow  to  those  that  have  more  need  to  learn 
fhigality  in  the  school  of  scarceness,  than  to  receive 
boantiea  which  feed  their  sensualitv,  and  indulge  their 
pride. 

/  And  ye  women  professing  godliness,  who  enjoy  tbe 
eanforts  of  health  and  abundance,  in  whose^  *  streeta 
la  no  oompUining,  no  decay,  whose  daughters  are 

Hm  polished  corners  of  the  temple  !,'  when* did  pm 
want  Hsitors  ?    Alas  !   Ye  have  too  maof,  for 


the  good  they  do  jou,  or  that  yon  dn  them.  Does  ftot 
your  con versdtioii,  which  begins  with  the  love  of  Jems, 
terminate  iu  teligioas  scandal  ^  M  oaturaily  ai  yonr 
aool,  which  once  '  be^an  In  the  spirit,  etids  nnw  in  the 
S«sli  ?'  Oh  that  your  viaitom  were  as  read;  to  attend 
work-bouses,  jails,  infirmaries,  aud  hospitals,  as  tliey 
are  to  wait  aiwu  you  1  Uh  that  at  leant,  like  the  Dor- 
etaiiei,  Om  I'hebc^,  and  Pri^cilias  of  old,  yon  would 
teach  them  cheerfnlly  to  work  for  the  poor,  to  be  the 
*roe  servanls  of  the  cbnrch,  and  lender  nurses  of  the 
sick  '.  Oh  ^aC  they  saw  in  yon  all,  how  the  holy 
women,  '  ihe  widows  who  were  widows  indeed,'  for- 
merly '  entertained  strangers,  washed  the  saints'  leet, 
Imtmcted  the  younger  women,  and  continued  night  and 
day  in  prayer  !'  Bnt  alas  !,  'Ihclove  of  many,' -once 
warm  as  thesmoakin^  dax,  'is  waxed  cold,'  instead  of 
lakinK  fire,  and  flsroing.  They  who  once  hegan  '  to 
■eek  the  prolit  of  many,'  now  seek  '  their  own'  ease, 
or  interest ;  tbeir  own  liouonr,  or  indulgence. 

AlmoM  ail,  wheu  ibey  come  to  the  foot  of  the  hill 
DiOkulty,  take  their  leaie  of  Jesus  as  a  guide,  herause 
he  lead,'  on  through  spiritual  death  to  the  regeneration. 
Some,  disliking  that '  door,'  like  '  Ibleres  and  robbers 
climb  up'  an  easier  way.  And  others,  leniing  the 
highway  of  the  crmi,  under  the  fair  pretence  Ihat  blEod 
Papists  walk  therein,  make  for  themselves  and  others 
^^oad  and  doivnward  roads,  lo  ascend  the  steep  hill  of 

ITiose  easy  paths  are  innumerable,  like  the  people 
that  walk  iu  them.  O  that '  my  eyes,  like  David's,  did 
mn  down  like  water,  bccausu  men,'  professing  godli- 
ness, '  keep  uoC  God's  law,'  and  are  even  offended  at  it  I 
'  Their  mouth  talketh  of  Tauity,  they  dissaoible  with 
their  double  heart,  »ud  their  right  baud  ]f  a  right  hand 
of  thi/i,  oTpotilive  iniquity.'  O  that  I  had  the  tender- 
ness of  St.  Paul, '  to  teli  yon,  eveu  weeping,  of  those 
who  mind  earthly  things ;'  those  '  who  have  sinned  nnd 
have  not  repented ;'  tiiose  who,  while  tiiey  boast  ib«y 
*  arc  made  free  by  the  Son'  of  God,  are  '  brought  under 
Jlw  power  of  many  things ;'   n  horn  foolish  desires, 


402  ttCOMD  caicK 

absard  fears,  nudae  attachments,  imported  soperilattieify 
aod  duagrveable  babiu^  keep  in  the  most  ridicnloiis 
bottdage  I 

'  O  ihat  iny  head  were  waters,  and  my  ejet  foaBtaiat 
of  tears/  to  deplore,  wiA  Jeremiah,  *  tiie  didn  of  tibe 
daaghler  of  God's  people,  who  lire  in  pleasore^aiidare 
dead  while  thejr  lire !'  And  to  lament  over  spiritad 
Pharisees  of  every  sort ;  those  who  say,  *  Stand  by,  I 
am  holier  than  thou ;'  and  those  who  fix  the  names  of 
poarenaturel  blind  I  and  emmmlt  open  every  pobtt- 
can  they  see  iu  the  temple;  and  boldly  placing  tiiem* 
sdres  anuiag  the  ekci,  *  thanic  Qod  they  are  not  m 
other  men,'  and  in  paiticnlar  as  the  reprobmUe  / 

Who  can  number '  the  adulterers  and  adulteressci, 
who  Icnow  not  that  the  fdendship  of  the  world  is  enmitf 
against  God  ?'  llie  concealed  idolaters,  who  have  their 
'  chambers  of  imagery  within,  and  set  np  their  idols  hi 
their  hearts  ?'  The  en?ioas  Cains,  who  carry  nrarder 
in  their  breast?  The  profane  Esans,  who  gire  up  dieif 
birth-right  for  a  sensual  gratification ;  and  roFCtons 
Judasses,  who  <  ^ell  the  truth'  which  they  should  buf, 
and  part  with  Christ  *  for  filthy  lucre's  sai^e  ?'  The 
sons  of  God,  who  look  at  the  fair  daughters  of  men,  and 
take  to  tliemselrcs  wives  of  all  whom  they  choose  ?  The 
gay  Dinahs,  who  *  visit  the  daughters  of  the  laud,'  and 
come  home  polluted  iu  body  or  iu  soul :  The  filthy 
Ouans, '  who  defile  tlie  temple  of  God  :'  '  The  prophets 
of  Bethel,'  who  deceive  the  '  prophets  uf  Judah,'  entice 
them  out  of  the  way  of  self-denial,  and  bring  the  roaring 
lion,  and  death  upon  them  :  The  fickle  Marcusses,  whe 
depart  when  they  should  '  go  to  the  work :'  The  self- 
made  prophets,  who  <  i-un  before  they  are  sent,'  and 
scatter  instead  of  *  profiting  the  people:'  The  spiritual 
Absaloms,  who  rise  against  their  fathers  in  the  gospel; 
and  in  order  to  reign  without  them,  raise  a  rebellion 
against  them :  The  furious  Zedekiahs,  who  *  n^ake 
ttemselTes  horns  of  iron  to  push'  the  true  serxatits  of 
Aft  Lord,  because  they  will  not  *  prophesy  smooth  things 
mA  dceeit/  as  they  do  ? 
i4^#lto  «Mi  ooani  the  fretfhl  Jonahs,  who  are  *  an^  n 


dfaili'  when  Ihc  worm  of  disappointment  '  smiiea  tlvi 
ggurd' of  their  creatnrc  happiness?  Tbe  weak  Aaroui, 
who  dare  not  resist  n  multitude,  and  are  carried  b;  the 
slrt-aiu  into  the  greatest  absurdities :  The  jealous 
Rliriama,  who  rise  against  the  miniatera  that'Girf 
houciurs  ;  'Ilie  nafty  Zibas,  who  calumniate  and  «ap- 
piaut  their  breihreu  :  The  ti'eachei'oas  Joubs,  who  iut 
tlii^iu,  to  fct  an  tipportanitjr  nf  '  atabbiagthem  undei' 
the  fifth  rih  :'  The  bnay  sons  of  Zeruiah,  who  perpetn- 
ally  atir  up  reseotmeut  and  wrath  ;  The  mischierouf 
Doegs,  who  carry  about  poisuiious  £caudal,  and  blow 
up  the  fire  of  dlacord  :  The  hypocritical  Gehazis,  who 
look  like  saints  before  thetr  ma^ilcra  and  miuiaterg,  and 
yet  can  impudently  lie,  and  inipioualy  cheat  -.  llie 
Gibeonit«s,  always  busy  in  hewing;  wood  and  drawing 
water,  in  goiajfthroagb  the  dradgea7  of  outward  serviceK, 
withont  ever  aspititig  at  the  adoption  of  sons  :  The 
halting  NiUirnima,  who  serve  llie  Lord  aud  bow  to  Rim- 
moo  •  The  liarkslidiug  Solouious,  who  once  chose 
wisdom,  but  now  pursue  folly  ia  ber  mi^at  extravagant 
and  impious  furass  :  The  apnetattziug  Alexander,  who 
'  tread  nuder  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  count  the  blood 
of  the  covenant  wherewith  they  were  aaiictificd,  au 
unholy  thing ;'  And,  lo  include  multitudes  in  one 
class,  the  Namaritana,  who,  by  a  commou  misture  of 
truth  and  error,  of  heavenly  and  earthly  mindedneaa, 
'  worship  the  Lord,  and  ser\'e  their  gods  ;'  ore  one  day 
for  God,  and  the  oent  for  Mammon !  Or  Ihethonsanda 
in  Israel,  who  '  halt  between  two  opinions,'  crying  out 
when  Elijah  prevails,  'The Lord, He  is  the  Godl'  and 
when  Jezebel  triumphH,  returning  (o  the  old  song,  "  O 
Baal,  late  as  !  O  trinity  of  the  world,  money,  pita- 
niTfi  and  honoar,  make  us  happy  \" 

VI.  Time  would  fail  to  describe  the  ignnmerabte 
brancheK  of  Antiuomianism,  with  all  tlic  froila  they  hear. 
It  may  be  compared  to  the  aslnoisbing  tree,  which 
Nebuchadnezzar  saw  in  his  mysterions  dream  :  'A  strong 
tree  act  in  the  midst  of  the  church ;  the  height  thereof 
reach;!  unto  heaven,  and  tlie  sight  tbcfeaf  auto  the  mds 
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of  the  raith.  lu  leaves  ire  fiur,  and  Its  fhdt  mncfa.' 
'lliouwDdK  ticcp  voder  its  huX  shadow,  and  myiiadi 
feed  apoii  iti  peniicUras  firvit.  At  a  diatanee  It  loob 
like  '  the  tree  of  life  planted  in  the  midat  of  Puadte ;' 
bat  it  only  prores '  the  tree  of  knowledfe  of  good  sad 
eril.'  The  woman, (the  Antinomfain Chnrch,)  Itdeeelfcd 
bjr  the  appearance.  *  She  sees  that  it  ia  good  for  food, 
pleasant  to  the  eye,  and  desirable  to  nake  one  wise:' 
She  eats  to  the  fall,  and  flashed  whh  fond  hopes  of 
heaven,  nay,  fiincying  herself  as  God,  abe  presents  of 
the  poinonoiis  fruit  that  intoxicates  her,  to  die  nobler 
part  of  the  church,  the  obedient  members  of  the  Seeoad 
Adam. 

O  ye  mns  of  God,  and  danghtera  of  Abraham,  who, 
hi  compliance  with  the  insiunation  of  this  dccelred  Ere, 
have  already  stretched  forth  yonr  hands  to  rreeive  her 
firtal  present,  instantly  draw  them  back,  for  eternal 

*  death  is  in  the  /^uii  /'  Flee  from  the  tree  on  whick 
she  banquet!*,  to  the  tree  of  life,  the  despised  cross  of 
Jesns  ;  and  there  feed  on  '  Him  cmcified,'  till  yon  ait 

*  crucified  with  him  ;'  till  the  '  body  of  sin  is  destroyed/ 
and  you  fed  eternal  life  abandaotly  circulating  thruogb 
all  yuur  sniictitied  powers. 

And  ye  untorrupted,  self-denying  followers  of  Jesus, 
whom  love  and  duty  still  compel  to  bear  yonr  cross  after 
him,  join  to  pray  that  *  the  Watcher  and  his  holy  ones 
may  comcdovvn  from  heaven,  and  cry  aloud,  Hew  down 
the  tree  of  Antlnomiamsm ;  cut  off  its  branches,  shake 
off  its  leaves,  pcatterits  fmit,  and  letnot  even  the  stomp 
of  its  roots  be  left  in  the  earth!  Your  prayer  is 
heard  : 

He  comes !  he  oomcs !  the  Judge  severe  ! 
The  seventh  txumpct  speaks  him  near. 

Behold  he  appears  in  his  glory,  *  with  ten  thousand  of 
his  saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all.  llie  thrones 
are  cast  down ;  the  Ancient  of  Days  doth  sit,  whoss 
garment  is  white  as  snow,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  liks 
pore  wool ;  His  throne  is  like  tlie  fiery  flame,  and  his 
wheels  as  burning  fire.  A  fiery  stream  issues,  and 
tome  forth  from  before  him:    Thousand  thousands 
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n  thouMiid  tioifB  ten  Ihou- 
sani  stand  before  him.  The  trumpet  louDds :  The  mb 
gii-ea  up  the  dead  which  are  iu  it,  dL'alh  and  Hades 
deliver  up  the  dead  which  are  in  theiu.'  The  just  are 
eeparaicd  from  the  nujuati  and  while  the  '  earth  and 
the  heaven  flee  awuy  from  the  face  of  him  that  sits  on 
the  (treat  respftnrfmf  throce,  and  Hiere  is  found  no  place 
for  them ;  the  judgment  is  set,  tlie  hooks  are  opvoed, 
and  the  dead,  small  and  great,  are  judged,  every  oiic 
acrording  to  their  works.' 

Fear  oat,  ye  rigliteous.  Ve  are  *  iu  the  hand  of  the 
Loi-d,  and  there  shall  uii  totniene  touch  you.  In  the 
sight  of  the  unwise  ye  seemed  to  die,'  tbey  laughed  at 
yoar  dying  dmlj  :  '  But  ye  are  In  peace,  and  yonr  joy 
is  fall  of  iinniortality,'  Having  been  a  little  chastiKed, 
yon  shall  be  greatly  rewarded;  for  God  profed  yon, 
and  found  you  worthy  for  hi  in  selC  And  now  that 'the 
time  of  f  oar  vlsitatiQn  is  come,'  judge  the  nations,  and 
reign  uitli  your  Lord  for  ever ;  for, '  smdi  as  are  faith- 
ful in  love  »ball  abide  with  him  ;  grace  and  mercy  are 
to  hii  aaintStand  he  cacetli  tor  his  elect:  He  leti  his 
abeep  on  his  right  hand,'  and  itretching  it  totvardu 
Ihem  with  ravishing  looks  of^benignity  and  love,  he 
finally  juatities  Sj  leorii  those  whom  he  freely  justified 
byfaUh.    How  snblime  aud  lulemu  ig  the  sentctice ! 

*"  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father!'  inherit  the 
'  kiagdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
'  world.  For  I  was  hungry  and  ye  gave  me  meat  g  1 
'  was  lliirsty  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I  was  a  stranger, 
'  and  ye  took  me  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me ;  I  was 
*  .<<ick  and  ye  visited  ;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  to 
'me!' — Aud  do  not  ask,  with  astonish tuent,  when 
yon  gave  me  all  these  tokens  of  your  love:  For  what- 
ereryon  did  out  of  regard  to  me,  mylaw,aJid  my  people, 
you  did  it '  in  my  name  ;'  and  wbaterer  yon  did  ■  in 
my  name'  to  the  least  ofinycreatores,  and  in  particnlai' 
'  to  the  leastof  these  my  brethren,  you  did  ittlnto  me !'  " 
As  if  he  said,  "  Thint  uot  ftiat  I  am  biassed  by 
lawless  partiality.  No  ;  I  am  '  tlie  Author  of  eternal 
salvation  lo  them  that  obeypd  me,'  and  made  a  right 
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■I..;     .    .  tif\  in  g  blood.     Such  arc  *  the  blessed  t: 

.  I'lrhi  I  ;'  Jill  i»ur)i  arc  yi*.    "  Vuur  faith  uiifeu'Ded' 

•:'}i!iirt{I    in::i-':i;nf.'(I  luvc :  Vou  Miivcd    not  in  word 

T.ly.  )ii;i  in   ilicd  and  in  truth;*  wituc!>s  the  works  o: 

niKv  tli:>(   udorni'd  vour  lireri,  or  the  fruit:<  of  tfat 

*^;i:ii!  that  now  replenish  yoar  sould.     *  Yon,  of  all  the 

t.itiiilir>  iit'tl:i'  earth,  have  I  known'  with  approbatioo, 

Vc  li.i\(.-  iif)t  *  (irnii'd  luc  in  works  ;'  or,  if  yc  hare,  bit* 

:rr  icpi'iitanrf,  and  purifying,  renovating  faith  followed 

■  I '.11  ilcniiil ;  and  hy  *  keeping  that  faith,  ye  continQed 

II  inv  rovi>iia:ii,  and  endured  nnto  the  end.' 

"Tliiiu  Mf-.-t  it,  righteous  Father,  for  to  thee  the 

iMk«  aic  alwi-;. s  open.    Thou  rcadc5t  'my  lawi  il 

ii'-ii  lisiii'Is.*  a:ui  bclioldest  my  loving  precepts  '  written 

i:i  tiiLJi-  !iL-ait> :'  1  then-furc  *  confess  them  before  thee;' 

M-.iI  iK't'oic  \i)ii,  jiiy  angels,  whohave  seen  them  agoniie. 

.\ui\  "  ff>llu\v  nil  til  rough  the  regeneration.*     I  take  the 

:l-\v  lira vl- IK  and  the  new  earth  to  witness,  that '  I  am 

''» tlicm  a(Mj(l,  iiiid  they  are  to  me  a  people.    The} 

-i\.t!ki'«l  w()KTii\  ut  (lod,  who  rolled  them  to  his  king- 

ir-iu  ciinl  u'liHv  ;  t/it'reforc  tlicv  are  worthv  of  me.* 

*■  I  liii\c  n>iik->cd  your  teusons,  O  ye  *just  met 
rinlc  prii'ctt  I'  \  c  prL'ci«>ii>  jewel**  of  my  mediatorial 
.M-.vii :  K't  iiK-  iH  xt  reward  vour  uoitKs.     In  the  da\'> 

/  »  * 

:"  my  llc^li  i  dco.iit'd,  that  '  a  cup  oi  water   ^\\xu  in 

i:y  name,'  (and  i:!\  name  \v  know  is  ^lercy.  Goodness, 
.Hid  Love,;  "  >h(.>uM  in  nu  wi.^^e  lu.<e  it:»  reward  ;*  and 

'.lit  *  wliosi;-\i'i-  .-should  fur^ake'  earthly  friends  orpro- 
I'.'ily  ftir  r  ii;l  I  tc  oil  Ml  L'ss'.^akc,  should  have  *  an  hundred- 
.\»U1,  and  I  vi'rlasli::ir  life.*  'i'lic  jiillars  t^f  heaven  hare 
I-.'  iMt  vay  ;  but  iiiv  promise  .^taiidij  firm  ars  the  basis  of 
■ny  throuc.  'I'iiiii.iph  in  my  I'aith fulness,  as  you  hare 
in  my  forjiivin^  lovt-.  I  bestow,  ou  all,  crowus  of  bliss- 

ul  immortality ;  '  I  appoint  unto  each  a  kingdom' 
•.vhii'li  ^liall  not  be  destroyed.  lie  *  kings  and  priests 
unto  Ciod  for  ever."  i*repaie  to  follow  me  to  the  realms 
of  Rlory,  and  there  *  whatsoever  is  riijht   (Si/caiov)  that 

.hall  ye  receive  ;'  in  j'//.v/  juoisiTtion  to  the  various  de- 
ifreca  of  perfection,  with  wliii'i  yoii  have  obeyed  my 
law,  and  Improved  your  talci.t;.  " 


Thus  are  the  ptraors  of  the  rlghteons  nccc[iled,  and 
Iheir  worts  'praised  In  the  gale'  of  lieaien,  and  're- 
warded iu  the  kingdom  of  their  Father."  'I'hns  they 
receive  crowns  of  life  and  glory  ;  but  it  ia  only  to  cast 
them,  to  all  eternity,  with  unutterable  iransportB,  grace-  , 
fnl  humble  lore,  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  was  crowned 
with  piercing  thorns, nudhuagbleediiignpon  the rrosa, 
to  purchase  their  thrones. 

While  they  shout  'Salvation  to  Gud  andllie  Lamb!,' 
the  Judge  turns  to  the  left  hand,  where  trembling  my- 
riads Eland  waiting  for  their  feaifnl  doom.  O  how 
does  confusion  coier  (heir  feces,  and  guilty  horror  rack 
ikcir  breasts,  while  he  saya,  with  the  firmueaa  of  the 
Eternal  Lawgiver,  and  the  majesty  of  the  Lqrd  of  lords ! 
'  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  pre- 
'  pared  for  the  deril  and  hU  angels !  For  I  was  hungry, 
'  and  je  gai-e  me  no  meat ;  I  waa  thirsty,  and  ye  gave 
'  me  no  drink  ;  1  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  look  me  not 
•id;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not;  sick  audio  pri- 
'  aon,  and  ye  visited  me  not  I'f 

cODvIBad  tbc;  neia  vlslled  OtHa  In  priKii,  never  aiunmuid  blm 
s  B  If rniifer.  4f .  ii  ii  piofa  Oiey  dmuU  l»  bumbled  for  having 
oveiilDDkBd  Ihift  LmpcctaiiC  paitof  ^  pua  nUgion  i' joid  coJnfder  nat 
buwfar  iLbtmlhcbrpoweilLtenUl;  topnoJKit  Some  live &t  a etqbl 


of  th;  pann  t  Canst  Ihnu  ddL  bcdiI  Oiu  lallcC  Ihuu 
sny,  anil  nhetr  Ih;  good  wUl  by  ninlog  oir  thj  nipcr 
gumcofdjy  coaviBili3UCi<,  awJfeldnicB  jilinlcuf  thy 
ir  Ehy  sifh,  nakuJ.  hungry,  oi  ImpiisoDcd  LonL  F  U 
ligaupjui  InQnn,  ibnt  LbDutauKatHoluulv-donoEhlnK 


■|^ 


tb  rby  longui?,  haDdB>  n 


aunaUy  numiiiiciid  ttatm  n>  God,  nho  an  wpply  all  IbEtr  not 
and  open  <n  (bcm  the  eaK  nChutyai,  wlua  Uiey  Li       '        '    ' 
iMntJsculilnlhDflcliliiorBcKiel.    Give 
Sk  Loid,  anil  thou  givnt  snuie  tbm  a  muuuuut  uf  gelU . 


oil 

J 
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8uine  are  not  yet  tpetchUu .-  they  only  falter.  With 
the  trcnibliiig  imolence  of  Adam,  not  yet  driren  out  of 
l^auadisc,  chcy  ervn  dare  to  plead  their  desperate  cane. 
Whilv  4tublKim  tods  of  Belial  say,  '*  Lord,  thy  Fadier 
ii  uercifal :  And  if  thoa  didnt  die  for  «/l,  why  not  for 
«#/*'  While  the  obttlnate  Pharisees  plead  the  good 
tbey  did  io  their  owu  name  to  sopeivede  the  Redeon- 
er'K  merit,  methinki  I  hear  a  bold  Antinomian  addrev 
thas  the  Lord  of  Glory: 

*^  *  Lord,  when  law  we  thee  hmigrjry  or  athirst,  or  i 
stranger,  or  naked,  or  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  did  not 
mi  Ulster  to  thee  ?*  Had  we  seen  thee,  dear  Lad,  ii 
aiiy  distress,  how  gladly  woold  we  have  reliered  tky 
wants  \  ^fnmbenl  can  witness  how  well  we  spoke  of 
thee,  and  thy  righteousness :  It  was  all  onr  boait 
Bring  it  ont  in  this  important  hour.  Hide  not  the  gos- 
pel of  thy  free  grace.  We  always  delighted  in  ptift 
doctrine,  in  Salvation  teitkoyt  anp  cfmditUm:  etpedaSi 
*rit/iout  the  condition  of  works.  Stand,  gracious  Lord, 
stand  by  um,  and  tlie  preachers  of  thy  free  grace,  who 
madf  f/A  /lupe  thou  trouldett  confirm  their  word, 

'*  While  they  taught  us  to  call  thee,  Lord  /,  Lord!y 
thuy  a.s.«ured  us  that  love  would  constrainus  to  do  good 
work;!ii ;  but  finding  no  inward  constraint  to  entertain 
strangers,  visit  the  sick,  and  relieve  prisoners,  we  did 
it  not;  supposing  we  were  not  called  thereto.  They 
continually  told  us, 'A«ma/i  rig hteoumes» teas  mere/Uth 
be/ore  thee ;  and  tee  could  not  appear,  but  te  our  ever- 
lasting shame,  in  any  righteousness  but  thine  in  the  dag 
of  judgment,*  As  to  works,  we  were  afraid  of  doing 
them,  lest  we  should  have  *  worked  out'  abomination 
instead  of  *  our  salvation.' 

"  And  indeed.  Lord,  what  need  was  there  of  oor 
•  working  it  out  ?'  For  they  pajpetually  assured  us,  it 
majlnished;  saying,  if  we  did  any  thing  towards  it, 
we  worked  for  life,  feUf^m  grace  like  the  bewitched 

Ad  thftmooMnt  thou  canat  *  giv«  a  cupof  water  in  his  name/  bestow 
ItM ftwiy  M be  didhia\Aioo&\ tenvecc^^&%«  *  G^^Qves a  dieerftil 
fffw,  md  that  It  to  accepted  acoOTd5iaftXo^\jAV^^tn^  «A.^i». 

to  what  he  baAh  uQ^o* 
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Galaliant,  gpailed  lAif  perfect  wort !  and  expmed  oor- 
seh'ei  tu  the  deslrucfion  which  aaaiCi  gmiiler  trembling 
Pharitea. 

"  They  likeni* e  asanreil  os,  thai  all  depended  oa  tmv 
decrees;  and  if  we  aiald  but  firmly  believe  oar  election , 
it  10(11  a  sure  tign  v>e  aere  inlereeted  in  thy  tabiBlion. 
We  did  so,  and  uow.  Lord,  fortbc  snke  of  a  Tew  dung- 
works  we  have  oniitled,  let  rot  oar  hope  perUh  !  Let 
not  electing  and  everlaatmg  loi'e  fail !  Vieit  our  ofienees 
with  a  rod,  hut  take  not  thy  loriug-hindneaii  altogether 
hom  ui ;  and  break  not  David's  covenant,  '  ovdered 
ill  all  things  and  sore,'  of  whlcli  wc  have  so  often  made 

"  May  it  plea.'^c  (hec  also  to  consider,  tlAt  if  wc  did 
not  love  and  assist  some  of  those  whom  thou  callest 
thy  brethren,  it  was  because  Ihey  appeared  to  us  so  ex- 
ceeding legal :  So  Htrongly  set  Rgainst  free  grace,  that 
we  judged  ihem  to  be  uhslinate  Pharisees,  atid  danger- 
ous reprobates.  We  therefore  thought,  that,  in  hadng 
and  oppming  them,  we  did  thee  service,  and  walked  in 
Ihy  steps.  For  thou  hast  said,  '  It  Is  enough  if  the 
servant  is  as  his  Lord:'  Aud  supposing  'thou  didst 
hate  them,' as  Ihou  dost  Satan;  uts  thotight  wc  need 
not  be  more  righteous  than  Ihoa,  by  loving  theiD  more 
than  thon  didst. 

"O  eotfer  us  to  speak  on,  and  tell  thee,  we  were 
tbampious  for  thy  free  graee.  Like  true  i'roteslants, 
we  could  have  burned  againnt  thedoclrSne  of  a  tecond 
JiuH/iealioit  by  fforii.  Let  then  '  grace'  justify  ns 
'freely  without  works.'  Shut  those  books,}  filled  with 
the  SKoant  of  our  deeds,  open  the  amu  of  thy  mercy, 

d  reccire  u&  jusc  as  we  are. 

"•  If  y><B  iraca  cannot  justify  UB  alone,  lei/oi(A  do 
It,  together  with  free  grace.  We  do  believe  finished  sal- 
nfian.  Lord ;  we  can  join  id  the  most  evangelical  creedi. 


t  abcOkiui  lut^,  oi  '  before  hli  V^ileDHail-Kai:   9 
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.iii'l  aiv  rciiiy  tocunffsc  the  virtue  of  thy  atoning  blood. 
But  11  tliou  <:iyi'>t,  wc  hare '  trampled  it  onder  foot,aDd 
iiia<if  it  a  I'l'iijiuun  thing/  grant  as  our  last  request, 
and  it  ia  fiintiL'h. 

*'  Cut  out  the  immacolate  garment  of '  thy  lighteoos- 
iit'a>'  into  i-iiIh-'«  that  may  fit  gs  all,  and  pot  them  npoD 
u^  by  impututiun :  .So  »hall  oor  nakedness  be  glorionsljr 
covered.  We  i'oiifes:t  we  hare  not  dealt  oar  bread  to 
the  hunury ;  but  iiiipatc  to  as  thy  feeding  fire  thoosand 
people  witli  loaves  and  fishes.  We  have  seldom  giFOi 
drink  to  tho  thirsty,  and  often  '  pat  onr  bottle'  to  those 
who  were  not  athirst  ;  but  impute  to  ns  thy  turniog 
water  into  wine,  to  refresh  the  gaests  at  the  marriage 
ffa»t  in  ('ana ;  and  thy  loud  call, '  in  the  last  day  of&e 
teast  at  Jernsaleui :  I/anjf  man  thir$t^  let  kim  come  to 
mv  awl  drink  :*  We  never  supposed  it  was  oar  duty  to 
'  be uiven  to  hospitality:'  but  impute  to  us  thy  loviog 
invitations  to  strangers,  thy  Icind  assurances  of  recdviiig 
*all  that  cum e  to  thee;'  tliy  comfortable  promises  of 
'  casting  out  none,'  and  of  feeding  them  even  with  thy 
'  flesh  and  blood.*  We  did  not  clothe  the  naked  as  we 
had  opportunity  auil  <ibility  ;  but  impute  to  us  thy  pa- 
tient partini;  witli  tiiv  seamless  garment,  for  the  benefit 
of  thy  niunkrcrs.  \Vc  did  not  visit  sick*beds  and  pri- 
sons, we  were  afraid  of  fevers,  and  especially  of  the 
jail  distemper ;  but  compassionately  impute  to  us  thy 
visiting  Jairus's  daughter,  and  Peter's  wife's  mother, 
who  lay  sick  of  a  fever;  and  put  to  our  account  thy 
visiting  putrefying  Lazarus  in  the  offensive  prison  of 
the  grave. 

'^l^y  imputed  righteousness.  Lord,  can  alone  answer 
all  the  demands  of  tliy  law  and  gospel.  We  did  not  dare 
Xafast;  we  should  have  been  called /ej^a/ and  Paf/)t>/« 
if  we  had ;  but  tliy  forty  days  fasting  in  the  wilderness, 
and  thy  continual  abstinence,  imputed  to  us,  will  be 
self  denial  enough  to  justify  us  ten  times  over.  We  did 
not  '  take  up  our  cross ;'  but  impute  to  us  thy  *•  car- 
lying  THINE  ;*  and  eveu  fainting  under  the  oppressive 
load.  We  did  not  <  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  flesh,  that 
we  nUght  live :'  This  would  have  been  evidently  trorA- 
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ingfor  life :  but  impute  to  Us  tbc  crucitixioa  of  lliji 
body,  iualead  of  our '  crucifying  our  flesii  with  its  affet- 
tioDs  and  InstH,'  Wi^  hated  private  jirajer ;  but  impute 
10  OS  thy  love  of  tliat  duty,  and  tlie  prayer  tlion  did^t 
ofier  npoa  a  mouaiain  ail  night.  \Vc  have  been  rather 
hard  to  forgive  ;  but  tliat  defect  will  be  abimdQully 
made  Dp,  if  thou  impute  to  u)  thy  forjliviiii!  of  ihi' 
dying  thief:  And,  if  that  will  uot  do,  add,  we  beseech 
tbee,  the  merit  of  that  good  SAyiug  uf  thine,  ■  Forgive, 
and  yoo  shall  be  forgiven,'.  We  have  cheated  thfi  king 
of  his  customs ;  but  no  matter,  only  impute  to  w  thy 
csact  paying  of  the  tribute- nuiney,  together  with  iliy 
Kood  advice, '  Render  unto  Cwsar  the  things  which  are 

"  It  is  true,  we  have  broUElit  up  our  cliildrcn  in 
vauity,  and  thuu  never  hadat  any  to  bring  up.  IMay 
not  thy  mere;  And  out  an  expedient,  and  impute  to  us, 
liiatcad  of  it,  thy  obedience  to  thy  parents  ?  And  if  vrt: 
Iiave  received  the  sacrament  ouworthily,  and  thou  cauiil 
not  cover  that  sin  with  tliy  worthy  receiving,  iadolge  us 
with  the  imputation  of  tliy  worthy  inatiliitiQn  of  it,  and 
that  will  do  yet  better. 

"  lu  short.  Lord,  own  na  freely  an  thy.children.  Im- 
pute to  ua  thy  [icrfect  lighleousness.  Cast  it  as  a  ciokc 
upon  us  to  cover  our  filtliyaouU  and  poUnted  bodies.  IVil 
will  have  no  righleautnest  btit  Ihiai :  Alake  no  coeu- 
tion,  we  beaeccb  tliee,  of  oicriglitcoDsncssaod  personal 
holiness  ;  they  are  bot  '  filtliy  rags,'  whicli  thy  purity 
forbids  thee  to  take  into  heaven ;  therefore  accept  as 
without,  and  we  bhall  sliout  Free  Grace .',  Ijaputal 
JUgAieoumeu .',  and  Finiilmd  Sateelian .',  to  etuuity." 

While  the  bold  Antinomian  olTera,  or  prepares  to 
offer,  this  most  impious  plea,  the  Lord,  who  ■  is  of 
purer  eyes  Ihau  tobehold  iniquity,'  casts  a  flaming  looli 
upua  all  tlie  ubytinatc  viulaters  of  liia  law.  It  pierces 
their  conncience,  rouses  all  its  droway  powera,  oud 
restores  their  memory  to  its  orijpnal  perfectiou.  Not 
one  wish  passed  tlieir  henrt,  or  thought  their  brain,  bet 
la  instatitly  bioughtto  their  reiucmbrauce  s  '  'Dk  books 
jppeucd'iniheir  own  breast, aurl  every  character  hits 
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A  voice  which  annwers  Co  Che  voice  of  *  the  Lion  of  the 
trihc  of  Jiidah  :* 

"  Shall  I  pervert  judgment,"  njn  be,  "  sod  justify 
the  wielded  for  a  bribe  ?  the  bribe  of  yoar  abominable 
praise  ?  •  Thinlc  jron,'  by  joar  base  flatteries,  '  to 
escape  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  ?'  b  not  my 
'  wrath  re\'eaird  from  heaven  agidnst  all  ungodlinesi, 
and  unrighteousness  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in 
unrighteonsncnx?*  Much  more  against  yoa,  *  je  vesseb 
of  wrath  ;*  who  hold  am  impious  absurdity  In  match- 
less insolence. 

"  Said  I  not  to  C^n  himself  at  the  banning,  <  If 
thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted  ?'  Personal 
holiness,  which  ye  scorned,  is  '  the  wedding  garment* 
I  now  look  for.  *  1  swear  in  my  vrrath,'  that,  without 
it, '  none  shall  taste  of  my  he&venig  supper.  Ye  have 
rejected  my  word'  of  commandment,  '  and  I  reject  you 
from  being  kings.  Ye  cried  nnto  me  and  I  delivered 
you.  Yet  have  ye  forsaken  me  and  served  other  gods ; 
therefore  1  will  deliver  yoa  no  more :  Go  and  cry  nnto 
the  gods  whom  ye  have  chosen.  I  wound  the  hairy 
scalp  of  sach  as  have  gone  on  still  in  their  wickedness. 
Whosoever  hath  sinned  against  me  to  the  last,  him  do 
1  blot  out  of  my  book  :'  And  this  have  you  done, 
'  ye  serpents,  ye  generation  of  vipers,  awake  to  ever- 
lasting shame  !  —  Will  ye  set  the  briars  and  thorns 
against  me  in  battle,'  and  make  them  pass  <  for  roses  of 
Sharon,  and  lilies  of  the  vallies  ?  I  will  go  through 
them  with  a  look,  and  consume  them  together.  The 
day  is  come  that  burneth  like  an  oven  ;  all  that  have 
DONE  wickedly  arc  stabble,  and  misst  be  bnrnt  up  root 
and  branch.  Upon  such  1  rain  snares,  fire  and  brim- 
stone, storm  and  tempest :  This  is  the  portion  of  their 
cup.  Drink  the  dregs  of  it.  Ye  hypocrites,  depart  ! 
And  wring  them  out  in  everlasting  burnings.' 

**  Said  T  not, '  He  that  does  good,  is  of  God ;  but  he 

that  does  evil,  is  not  of  God  :  Be  faithful  unto  death, 

mid  I  will  give  you  the  crown  of  life ;  for  he  that  over- 

comethy  and  he  only ,  ahaSX  \ie  c\o\\it^ vcL^\»Xfc  x^vcofiut, 

IUm)  I  will  not  b\at  out  \i\a  uwxv^  o\>x.^l  \:Qfc\>w5«.^ 
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life.'  And  shall  I  keep  gO'"'  name  Jn  that  book  for 
liav'ing  '  cautioned  io  doiug  ev\i  ?'  Sliail  1  give  jfou 
the  crown  oflifeforhHving  been  BB/aiM/ui  unto  death  j 
aud  clothe  you  trlih  the  bright  robea  of  lay  glory,  be- 
cause yoQ  d^led  your  garmenta  to  the  lul  ?  Delusiic 
hope  !  Becanse  '  your  mind  was  not  to  do  8*"^.'  ^^  1" 
rather  ■  clotlied  with  enrsing,  like  as  with  a  garment ! 
Let  it  came  into  yoor  bowels  like  water,  and  like  oil 
into  yonr  boues  !'  " 

VII.  If  ■  ihesn  shall  go  into  eternal  puiilahmeut^'  if 
auch  will  bo  the  dreadful  end  of  all  the  impeniteut  Nico- 
laitans;  if  ourchnrches  and  chapels  swarm  with  ihem ; 
if  they  crowd  our  communlan-tablea  j  if  they  arc  found 
ia  tuost  of  our  houses,  and  too  many  of  our  pulpits ;  if 
the  seeds  of  their  fatal  disorder  are  in  all  our  breasts;  if 
they  produce  Antinomtanism  around  ua  in  all  it"  forms  ; 
if  we  see  bold  Autinomlana  tapriacipls,  barefaced  And- 
uomians  in  practice,  and  sly  Pharisaical  AnCiaomiam, 
who  apeak  well  of  the  law,  to  break  it  with  greater 
adcanlage ^  should  ttot  erery  one  'examine  himself 
whether  he  be  in  the  faith,' aud  whether  hehare  an  Aofjr 
CtirisC  in  his  heart,  as  welt  as  a  aaeet  Jeeiu  npoo  his 
toDgue;  lest  He  should  one  day  awull  the  tribe  of  Anti- 
oomian  reprobates  ?  Does  it  not  becojne  every  niinisitr 
of  Christ  tu  drop  his  prejudices,  and  consider  whether 
be  ought  not  to  imitate  the  Ohl  Watchman,  who,  lifteen 
months  ago,  gave  a  "legal  alarm"  to  all  the  watchmen 
that  are  in  connexion  with  him  ■  And  ahould  we  not 
■!o  the  church  excellent  serrice,  if,  agreeing  to  life  np 
our  voices  together  against  the  common  enemy,  we  gSti: 
God  no  rest  in  prayer,  and  our  bearers  in  preachSug, 
till  we  all '  did  out  first  works,'  and  ■  oar  latter  end,' 
like  Job's, '  exceeded  our  baginnbg  ?' 

Near  forty  years  ago,  some  of  the  ministera  of  Christ, 
in  our  chnrch,  were  called  out  of  the  extreme  of  sdf- 
righteoosness.  Fleeing  from  it,  we  have  run  into  the 
opposite  with  equal  violence.  Now  that  we  liaie 
Imnied  wiidomby  what  wehBveWJSetcft,\w?f^n%^K- 
fotid  the  limlW  of  (rnth  bolli  ways ,  let  ua  rcVaiixM^  iVi*. 
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•criptaral  medinm.  Let  us  equally  maintain  the  two 
erang^lical  axiomv  on  which  the  gospel  is  fonnded : 
(1.)  "  All  onr  flal?atiou  is  of  God  bj  free  grace,  tfaroogh 
the  alone  meriu  of  Christ."  And  (2.)  <«  AU  our 
damnation  is  of  onrselTeSi^^  tiirongli  oar  aitridaUe 
UDfiUAfnlness." 

This  second  trnth,  as  important  as  one  half  of  die 
Bible,  on  which  it  rests,  has  not  only  been  a^  aride  as 
useless  by  thoasands,  bat  generally  exploded  as  nn- 
scriptural,  dangeroas,  and  sabvendTe  of  tme  Protes- 
tantism. Thus  has  ^e  gospel-balance  been  brolLCo, 
and  St  James's  *  pnre  religion'  desfrfsed.  What  we  owe 
to  truth  in  a  state  of  oppression,  hadi  engaged  me  to 
cast  two  mites  into  the  scale  of  truth,  which  Mr.  W. 
bM  the  courage  to  defend  against  mnltitodea  of  good 
men,  who  Iceep  one  another  in  countenance,  under 
their  common  mistake.  I  do  not  want  hU  scale  to  pre^ 
[loiiderate  to  the  disadnmtage  of  free  grace :  If  it  did, 
far  from  rejoicing  in  it,  I  would  instantly  throw  the 
insignificant  weight  of  my  pen  into  the  other  scale; 
being  fully  persuaded  that  Christ  can  never  be  so  truly 
honoared,  nor  souls  so  well  edified,  when  we  over-do, 
on  either  side  of  the  question,  as  when  we  scripturally 
maintain  the  tohole  '  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.' 

''  But  are  we  not  in  as  much  danger  from  over-doiug 
in  Pharisaic  works,  as  in  Antinomian/at'M/" 

Not  at  present :  The  stream  runs  too  rapidly  on  the 
»ide  of  lawless  faith,  to  leave  any  just  room  to  fear  we 
shall  be  immediately  carried  into  excessive  working. 
Tliere  would  be  some  ground  for  this  objection,  if  we 
saw  most  professors  of  religion  obstinately  refusing  to 
drink  any  thing  but  water,  eat  any  thing  but  dry  bread 
or  cheap  vegetables ;  fasting  themselves  into  mere  ske- 
letons ;  wearing  sackcloth  instead  of  soft  linen  ;  lying 
on  the  bare  ground,  with  a  stone  for  their  pillow; 
imitating  Origen,  by  literally  '  making  themselves 
eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  sake;'  turn- 
ing hermits,  spending  whole  nights  in  contemplation 
in  churches  and  church-yards ;  giving  away  all  their 
goods,  the  necessaries  of  life  not  excepted;  allow- 


iug  Ihemaelvca  only  three  or  four  hours'  sleep,  and 
even  breaking  tliaC  short  rest  to  pray  or  praUe  ;  over- 
powering their  bodies  the  next  day  with  bud  Ubour, 
to  keep  them  under;  acourgiiig  their  back  a  unto  Iilood 
every  day  j  orforgetlingthetaselvea  in  prayer  for  hours 
in  the  coldest  weather,  tilt  they  bave  almost  lost  the 
use  of  their  Hnibs.  But  I  a,s\  any  unprejudiced  person, 
who  knows  what  is  now  called  "  goapel-libertj," 
whether  we  are  in  danger  of  being  thns  '  righWons 
OTer-rauch,'  or  legal  to  sucb  an  eMreme  ? 

I  grant,  however,  vie  are  not  absolutely  safe  from 
any  quarter  i  Let  m  therefore  continually  stand  ou 
onr  guard.  The  right  nicg  of  Euimanael's  army, 
which  defends  living  fmlh,  is  partly  gone  oter  w  the 
enemy,  and  figbts  under  tbe  Nicolaitan  banner.  The 
ieft  wing,  which  defends  good  works,  is  far  from 
being  out  of  the  reach  of  those  crafty  adveraaries. 
Therefore,  as  we  are,  or  may  be  attacked  ou  every 
side,  let  us  falthfally  use  '  the  word  of  truth,  tbe  power 
of  God,  and  tbe  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  lefc'  Let  us  gallantly  dy  where  the 
attack  is  the  botteat,  which  now,  in  the  rehgioui  viorld, 
is  evidently  where  gross  Chi9FIAnitv  (if  1  may  ose 
tbe  word)  is  coDtiaually  obtruded  npon  us  as  true 
Chrialiamly :  I  aay,  tniliB  religiatia  teorld:  For,  iu 
this  controversy,  '  what  have  1  to  do  to  judge  tliem 
also  that  are  without  ?  Do  ooC  ye  judge  them  that 
are  within,'  and  repiesent  tiicm  as  opposers  of  free 

Should  Pharisees,  while  we  are  engaged  iu  repelling 
tbe  Nicolaitaus,  try  to  rob  ns  of  present  and  free  jus- 
tification by  faith,  uadi-r  pretence  of  maintwning  juEti- 
ticatiou  by  works  iu  tbe  last  day  ;  or  should  they  set 
<is  Dpun  unuccessary,  and  unscriptural  works,  we  shall 
be  glad  of  your  assistance  to  repel  them  also. 

If  you  grant  it  us,  and  do  not  despise  ours,  the  world 
shall  admire,  in  lh«  SMarnite,  (the  church  at  unity  in 
herself,)  '  the  company  of  two  armies,'  ready  mutually 
to  support  each  other  against  the  opposite  attacks  of  the 
Pharisees  and  the  Nicolaitaus  j— (Ae  Popish  workert 
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who  vx elude  the  Goji|k.'1, — and  the  modern  Gnosticf^, 
iht:  I'rutfttnni  yintihomianty  who  cxpUide  the  hiw. 

May  the  Lord  God  help  uii  to  Mil  safely  throogh 
xhiift  opfKMite  ruck*,  keeping  at  an  eqnal  distance  from 
both,  Ity  taking  Christ  for  onr  pilot,  and  die  scriptnre 
for  our  rompa.«B  !  So  nball  we  enter  foil  sail  the  doaUe 
haven  uf  prcscot  and  eternal  rest  Once  we  were  in 
immediate  danger  of  splitting  upon  *  works,  witboot 
fvih  :'  Now  we  are  threatened  with  destmction  from 
faith  *  withont  works  :'  May  the  mcrcifal  Keeper 
tif  Ifrrael  save  ns  from  both,  by  a  UHig/miih,  legally 
pmdoctivc  of  all  good  works,  or  hjgood  works,  evin- 
k!clically  springing  from  a  lii^ng  fiudi ! 

Sliould  the  divine  blessing  upon  these  sheets,  bring 
one  siugle  reader  a  step  towards  that  good  old  way,  or 
ouly  coufirm  one  single  believer  in  it,  I  shall  be  '  re- 
warded a  hnndred-fold'  for  this  little  *  labour  of  love ;' 
and  I  shall  be  even  content  to  uee  it  represented  as  the 
iiividioas  laboar  of  malice  :  For  what  is  my  repntation, 
to  thp  profit  of  one  blood-bought  sonl ! 

BciHM?chiiicr  you,  dear  Sir,  for  whom  these  letters  are 
first  intended,  to  «ot  mc  right,  where  I  am  wrong ;  and 
not  tu  des|)I:<c  what  may  recommend  itself  in  them  to 
reason  and  conscience,  on  account  of  the  blunt  ^d 
Helvetic  manner  in  which  they  arc  written,  I  remain, 
with  sincere  resiMict, 

lionoured  and  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obedient  Servant 
in  the  practical  Gospel  of  Christ, 

J.  FLETCHER. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Since  these  Letters  were  sent  to  the  press,  I  have 
teen  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  A  Conversation  between 
Richard  Hill,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madan,  and  Father 
Walsh,"  a  Monk  at  Paris,  who  condemned  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's Minutes  as  ''too  near  Pelagianism,"  and  the 


luthor  as  "  a  PeJagiiin ;"  adding,  thai  "  Iheir  doctrine 
was  a  great  deal  nearer  that  of  the  Prolestanls."  Hence 
the  editor  foiiclndes,  that "  tlje  priiiciples  in  the  extrsM 
of  the  Minntes  arP  too  rotten  even  for  tk  Papist  to  rest 
npoii ;  and  snpposes,  that  Popery  is  abont  the  mid-way 
between  Proteatauti^tn  and  ISIr,  J,  Wesley."  I  shnll 
juBt  make  a  few  atrictarcs  upon  that  performance. 

1.  If  an  Allan  came  to  me,  and  said:  "  Yon  believe. 
"thai '  Jetas  Christ  ia  God  over  all  blessed  for  ever  V 
"  Pela^ui,  that  heretic  who  Kef  pu6Sclf  wwrnmutri- 
"  caled  by  the  lehole  Catholic  Church,  was  of  your  sen- 
"  timent ;  therefore  you  are  a  Pelagian  ;  gire  up  your 
"  heresy :'"  Should  1,  upon  Bucli  an  assertion,  gire  op 
the  Godhead  of  our  Savioni' !  Certainly  not.  And 
shall  I,  Dpon  a  similar  arsnment,  adianccd  by  the  help 
of  a  FrCDch  Monk,  give  up  truths  nith  vrhich  the  prac- 
tical gospel  of  Jesaa  Christ  must  stand  or  fall  ?  Rod 
forbid  ! 

Z.  We  desire  to  be  confronted  with  all  the  pious 
pTDiestant  diviiiee,  except  those  of  Dr.  Crisp's  class, 
who  are  a  party :  Bnt  who  would  belieTe  it  ?  Tlic 
suffrage  of  a  Papist  is  brought  againetua!  Astonishing! 
That  our  opposers  should  think  it  worth  tJieir  while  to 
raise  one  recruit  against  us  in  the  immeuse  city  of 
Paris,  where  Rfly  thounand  might  be  ruised  against  the 
BiMc  itself  1  . 

3.  So  long  as  Christ,  the  prophets,  and  apostles  ate 
for  us,  together  with  the  moltitnde  of  the  Puritan 
divineaof  the  last  century,  we  sbal!  smile  at  an  army  of 
Popish  frian.  The  knotted  whips  that  hang  by  theii' 
sides,  will  no  more  frighten  as  from  our  Bibles,  than 
the  ipie  dirit  of  a  Benedictine  hlonk  will  make  us  ex- 
plode, as  heretical,  propositions  which  are  demnn- 
strated  to  be  scrlplnral. 

4.  An  argnment,  which  has  been  frequently  used  of 
late  ngalnet  the  Anli-calviuist  dlrinea,  is,  "This  is 
downright  Popery  !  This  is  worse  than  Popery  itself!" 
Andhouest Protestants  have  been  driven  by  Itlnembraee 
doctrines,  which  were  once  no  lees  contrary  to  the  dlc- 

Es  of  their  consciences,  than  they  are  still  to  the  word 
L. 
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of  God.  It  11  proper,  therefore,  itach  persons  should 
be  iuformed;  that  St  AngimtiD,  the  Caliio  of  thefoorth 
ccntary,  Is  one  of  the  saints  whom  the  Popes  have  in 
the  highest  reneratlon ;  and  that  a  greal  number  of 
friars  in  the  Chnrch  of  Rome  are  champions  for  Cal- 
▼inism,  and  oppose  St  Paul's  doctrine*  that '  the  grsce 
of  Qod  bringing  saltation  has  appeared  unto  all  men/ 
as  strenuously  as  some  **  real  Protestants"  among  us. 
Now,  if  good  Father  Walsh  be  one  of  that  stamp,  what 
wonder  is  it  that  he  should  so  well  agree  with  the  gen- 
tlemen who  consulted  him  \  If  Calf  inism  and  Protes- 
tantism are  synonimons  terms,  as  some  divines  would 
malce  us  believe,  many  monks  may  well  say,  that 
*'  their  doctrine  is  a  great  deal  nearer  that  of  the  Pro- 
testants," than  the  Minutes ;  for  they  may  even  pass 
for  «  real  Protestants." 

4 .  But  whether  the  good  friar  be  a  hot  Jansenist,  or 
only  a  warm  Thomist,  (so  they  call  the  Popish  Calvio- 
ists  in  France,)  we  appeal  from  his  bar  to  the  tribunal 
of  Jesus  Christ,  aud  from  the  published  Conversation, 
'  to  the  law  and  the  testimony.'  What  is  the  decision  of 
a  Popish  monk  to  the  express  declarations  of  the  scrip- 
ture, the  dictates  of  common  sense,  the  experience  of 
I'egenerate  souls,  and  the  writings  of  a  cloud  of  Pro- 
testant divines  ?  No  more  than  a  grain  of  loose  sand  to 
the  solid  rock  on  which  the  chnrch  is  founded. 

I  hope  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  Conversation 
lately  published,  will  excuse  the  liberty  of  this  Post- 
script. I  reverence  their  piety,  rejoice  in  their  labours, 
and  honour  their  warm  zeal  for  their  Protestant  cause. 
But  that  very  zeal,  if  not  accompanied  with  a  close 
attention  to  every  part  of  the  gospel  truth,  may  betray 
them  into  mistakes  which  may  spread  as  far  as  their 
respectable  names :  I  think  it  therefore  my  duty  to  pub- 
lish these  strictures,  lest  any  of  my  readers  should  pay 
more  regard  to  the  good-natured  friar,  who  has  been 
pressed  into  the  service  of  Dr.  Crisp,  than  to  St  John, 
St,  Paul,  St.  James,  and  Jesus  Christ,  on  whose  plain 
deeZaratioiis  1  have  &l[iewi\^^\V^^'^vxi\vXfo^^^i^^aaded. 
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r^liOrt,  vUh  all  ttmg-tujjeria^  taid  {tai^aati\ 
dDc'rlnfi/orMldMC  sVtKKUVifm  Ihtj/  uUI  nut  nufHTI  nniiiir 
Ootlrtiu,  I  Tim.  Li.  *,  3. 


Accept  my  sincere  thanka  far  the  Christian  courteiy, 
with  which  you  treat  me  Jn  your  Five  Letters.  Tlie 
title-page  iaforms  me,  that  a  concern  for  "  mooTDing 
bac1iiUder»i,  and  foch  aa  hare  been  dieCressed  by  read- 
ing Mr,  Wesley's  Minutes,  or  the  Vindication  of  them," 
Iiaa  procured  me  the  honour  of  heiu^  called  to  a  pabllc 
corteapondence  with  yon.  Permit  me,  dear  Sir,  to 
inform  you,  in  my  turn,  that  a  fear,  lest  Dr.  Crisp's 
Ualm  should  be  applied,  instead  of  the  Betm  of  Gileai 
to  Laodiceau  loiterers,  who  may  haply  hare  beeti  bronght 
to  penitential  iHslreaa,  obliges  me  lo  answer  you  in  the 
fame  public  manner  in  which  yoD  have  addressed  me. 

Some  of  our  friends  will  undonbledly  blame  ua  for 
not  yet  droppiny  the  contested  poiut.  But  others  will 
candidly  consider,  that  controversy,  tliongh  not  desir- 
able in  itself,  yeC,  properly  managed,  has  a  hundred 
times  rescued  truth,  groaning  under  the  laih  of  Itt- 
umphant  error.  We  are  indebted  lo  onr  Lord's  cod- 
troversiea  with  the  Pharii<ees  and  Scribes,  for  a  eonsl- 
dcrable  part  of  the  four  GostKli.  And,  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  the  church  will  bless  God,  for  the  ;pMced 
manner  in  which  St  Paul,  in  bis  Epistles  to  the  Ro- 
mans and  Galaiians,  defended  the  controverted  point  of 
a  believer's  present  juslllitatiaD  by  faith ;  as  well  aa  for 
the  steadiness  with  which  St.  James,  St.  John,  St. 
Peter,  and  St.  Jude,  carried  ou  their  important  con- 
troversy witti  tbe  Nicolaitaus,  who  abused  St.  Paul's 
doctrine  to  AntiDomian  purponea, 


jj 
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Ha'l  ii  Hut  Iklii  for  controversy,  Romish  priests 
would  to  til  is  (i:iv  have  fed  as  with  Latin  masses  and 
a  wafcr-p(id.  Some  bold  propositioDS,  ad^-aoced  by 
Luther  aL'aiii.Ht  tiie  doctrine  of  indalgenccs,  nnexpect- 
cdly  brought  on  the  Ileformatiun.  They  were  so 
irrationally  atiuckc-d  by  the  infatuated  Papist?,  and  so 
scriptu rally  di fiiidcd  by  the  resolute  Protestants,  that 
these  kiu(;doiii>  oiHrned  their  eyes,  and  saw  thousands 
of  images  and  errors  fall  before  the  ark  of  e\-angelical 
truth. 

From  what  I  have  advanced  in  my  Second  Check, 
it  api»ears,1f  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  we  stand  now  as 
much  in  need  of  a  Reformation  from  Antinomianismi 
as  our  ancestors  did  of  a  Reformation  from  Popery ;  and 
1  am  not  without  hope,  that  the  eictraordinary  attack, 
which  has  lately  been  made  on  Mr.  Wesley's  Anti- 
Crisplan  propo.xitions,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
arc  defended,  vnW  open  the  eyes  of  many,  and  check 
the  rapid  progress  of  so  enchanting  and  pernicions  an 
evil.  This  hope  iuspiren  me  with  fresh  courage ;  and 
turning  from  the  Hon.  and  Rev. Mr.  Shirley,!  presume 
to  fare  (I  trn>t,  in  the  spirit  of  love  and  meekness)  my 
new  respectable  opponent. 

I.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  doing  Mr.  Wesley  the  jus- 
lice  in  your yirsl  letter  of  acknowledging,  that  «  man's 
faithfulness  is  an  expression,  which  may  be  used  in  a 
sober,  gospel  J?euse  of  the  words."  It  is  just  in  such 
a  sense  wc  use  it;  nor  have  you  advanced  any  proof 
to  the  contrary. 

We  never  supposed,  that  *'the  faithfulness  of  God, 
and  the  stability  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  are  affected 
by  the  unfaithfulness  of  man.**  Our  Lord,  we  are  per- 
suaded, keeps  his  covenant,  when  he  spews  a  luketmirm, 
unfaithful  Laodicean  out  of  his  mouth,  as  well  as 
when  he  says  to  th'e  good  and  faithful  servant,  '  £uter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.*  For  the  same  cove- 
nant of  grace  which  says,  '  He  that  bclicveth,  shall  be 
saved ; — he  tliat  abideth  in  me,  bringeth  forth  much 
fruity' says  also,  *  He  that  beliereth  not,  shall  be  damned'; 


— erery  faiancli  iu  me  that  hearetli  n 
fnrth  andtiurni'd.' 

Thatibs  be  to  divioe  grace,  ne  mate  oar  boast  of 
God'afaUhfalnesa  aa  well  aa  you,  (hough  we  lake  care 
uot  to  charge  him,  even  indltccOj',  willi  oor  own  uu- 
faithfuliieB;<.  Itut  from  the  nurils  ivhich  you  quote, 
'  My  cDveuauc  shall  Btand  fast  with  hU  seed,'  &c.  we 
see  uo  mote  reason  to  conclude  that  the  obslbately 
unfaithful  teed  of  Christ,  such  as  HymeDeus,  Vbiletuj, 
atid  those  who  to  the  last  '  tread  nuder  foot  the  blood 
of  llie  covcDBuc  wherewith  they  were  sauctiAed,'  chall 
□ot  be  cast  off;  IhnA  to  assert  that  many  individuals  of 
Datid'a  royal  family,  anch  vn  Absalom  aud  Amnoa, 
were  not  cut  ofl'  on  account  of  their  fiagraut  and  obsti- 
nate wickedness. 

We  beseech  you,  therefore,  for  Ihc  sake  of  a  Ihou- 
f.aud  careless  Autiuomlans,  to  remember  thatthe  apos- 
Jle  says  to  every  belierer,  '  Thou  standeat  by  Mlh ; 
beholii  thcrcrore  the  guodness  of  God  tuaardt  Ihte, 
if  Ihou  continue  in  his  goodness ;  otherwise  thoa  also 
shalt  be  cut  cilf.'  We  entreat  yoa  to  consider,  that 
cTen  those  who  admire  the  paint  of  yonr  epigram, 
"  Whenever  wc  say  one  thing,  we  mean  quite  anoUier," 
will  not  be  pleased  if  you  apply  it  to  St.  Paul,  as  yoa 
have  done  to  Mr.  Wesley.  And  wheu  we  see  God's 
covenant  with  Uuvid  grossly  abused  by  Antinnmians, 
we  beg  leave  to  put  them  in  mind  of  God'a  covenant 
with  the  huutc  of  Eli.  '  llins  sailh  the  Lord  God  of 
tsraci,  1  clioac  thy  father  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
to  be  my  priest ;  [bnt  tlion  art  unfaithfal]  than  bu- 
nonrest  thy  sons  lUwre  ine. — I  said  indeed,  thai  lAg 
home,  and  the  home  of  thy  father,  should  walk  before 
me  for  ever :  But  now  he  it  far  from  me ;  for  them  that 
liODOnr  mc,  1  will  honour ;  and  they  that  despise  me, 
shall  be  light])'  esteemed.  Behold  the  days  come,  Ihat 
I  will  cut  off  thine  arm,  and  the  arm  of  thy  house;  atiil 
I  will  raise  mc  np  a  faithful  priest,  that  shall  do  ac- 

Krding  to  that  which  in  In  my  heart,'  (1  Sam.  ii.} 
ii.  \ 


:.  Your  seciind   letter   respects  aorihg  for   lifii. 
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Vou  make  the  best  of  a  bad  subject,  and  really  some  of 
your  uri{uiiii'iit«  arc  fo  plaasible,  that  I  do  not  woiider 
:<o  many  men  should  commeDCC  Calrinists,  rather  than 
be  at  the  trouble  of  detecting  their  faUjicy.  I  am 
^orry,  dear  Sir,  I  cannot  do  It  without  dwellinf  upon 
CMhinitm,  My  design  wnn  to  oppose  ^niimomi&nitm 
alone ;  but  the  vigorous  stand  which  yon  make  for  it 
upon  Cali'inian  ground,  obliges  me  to  encounter  yoo 
there,  or  to  give  up  the  truth  which  I  am  called  to 
defend.  I  have  long  dreaded  the  alternative  of  dis- 
pleasing my  friends,  or  wounding  my  conscience ;  but 
1  must  yield  to  the  injunctions  of  the  latter,  and  appeal 
to  the  candour  of  the  former.  If  impetuous  rivers  of 
Geneva  Calvinism  hare  so  long  been  permitted  to  flow 
through  England,  and  even  deluge  Scotland  ;  have  not 
I  some  reuMin  to  hope  that  a  rimlet  of  Genera  Anti- 
Calvinism  will  be  suffered  to  glide  through  some  of 
Great  Britain's  plains  ;  especially  if  Its  little  murmui^ 
harmonises  with  the  clearest  dictates  of  reason,  and 
loudt'Nt  declarations  of  scripture  ? 

Before  I  weigh  your  arguments  against  working  for 
li/Cf  permit  nie  to  point  out  the  capital  mistake  upOD 
which  they  turn*  You  snppose,  that  free  preventing 
grace  does  not  visit  all  men ;  and  that  all  those,  in 
whom  it  has  not  prevailed,  are  as  totally  dead  to  the 
things  of  God,  as  a  dead  body  is  to  the  things  of  this 
life  :  And  from  this  unscriptural  supposition  you  very 
reasonably  conclude,  that  we  can  no  more  turn  to  God, 
than  corpses  can  turn  themselves  in  their  graves ;  no 
more  work  for  Ufe,  tlian  putrid  carcasses  can  help  them- 
selves to  a  resurrection. 

This  msun  pillar  of  your  doctrine  will  appear  to  yon, 
buUt  upon  the  sand,  if  yon  read  the  scriptures  in 
the  light  of  that  mercy  which  is  over  all  God's  works. 
There  you  will  discover  the  various  dispensations  of  the 
everlasting  gospel ;  yonr  contracted  views  of  divine  love 
will  open  into  the  most  extensive  prospects ;  and  your 
ezuiting  soul  will  range  through  the  boundless  fields 
ol  that  grace,  wbicVi  \*  >aoX\i  fiOc\^  i\^^  \n  -sKl^  wd 
almndantly  ttttfot  aU. 


4S5      j 

■ead  sMh 
come  U>      ' 


Let  ai  rejoice  with  rererenra  while  we 
jicriplures  as  these ;   '  Tlie   Son   of  Man  ii 
save  tliat  which  is  lost,  and  to  callsinners  to  repentance.      | 
This  Is  ft  true  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, — 
worthy  of  all  men  to  be  received, — that  ChHst  Jesns      | 
came  iolo  the  jvorld  to  save  sinners.— To  this  end  He      ^ 
both  died  and  rose  ag^n,  that  he  might  be  the  Lord  uf 
the  dead  and  living.    He  came  not  to  condemn  the      i 
world,  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  sared, 
and  that  at  the  name  of  Jeaua  every  knee  should  Ijow, 
and  every  fongne  confess  that  he  is  Lord,'  i 

"  Boond  every  heart,  and  every  bosom  burn,"  while 
we  meditate  on  these  ravishing  declarations;  <  God 
so   loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  ouly-begotteu      ' 
Son,  that  whosoever  belleveth  on  him  should  not  perish, 
bnt  have  everlasting  life.   He  was  made  nnder  thelaw,      i 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  Uie  law,'  that  is,  all 
-mankind  (  unless  It  can  beproved  that  sutne  men  uevei'     , 
came  under  the  curse  of  the  law,     He  is  tlie  friend  of 
tinaera,  the  Physician  of  the  sick,  and  the  Saviour  of     | 
the  vmrld:  '  He  died,  the  just  for  the  unjust ;  he  is     ^ 
the  propttialion,  not  for  onr  sins  only,  but  for  the  sins 
uf  the  whole  world.  One  died  for  all,  because  all  n 
dead.    As  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ,'  [during 
the  day  of  their  visitation,]  allareble»5ed[withqnieh- 
ening  grace,  and  therefore  in  the  last  day]  '  aUuhallbe 
made  alive,'  to  give  an  account  of  their  blessing  or 
lent.  '  He  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  espedrily  of  th 
that  believe :'  And  the  news  of  his  birth  are  ■  tidingH 
of  great  joy  to  all   people.    As  by  the  offence  of  one 
jadgment  came  upon  allmen,  evensobytberighteooi- 
uess  of  one,  the  tvc  gift  came  upon  all  men ;  for  Christ 
by  the  grace  of  God  tasted  death  for  every  n 
the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world 
— therefore  God  rommandetb  all  men  every  where  lo 
repent ; — to  look  unto  him  and  be  saved.' 

Do  wc  not  take  choice  jewels  from  Christ's  crown, 
when  we  expliun  away  these  bright  teatimoniea  »^iea 
fcj  bU  free  grace .'  '  It  pleased  tl»e  ?a>.\ici  Xi-j  \&ia  ^n 
U  Oiingi  to  him«elf,_T\lG^un&M<t»%j^jj| 
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•  if  <H»f|  onr  Saviiiur  toirardii  man  ham  appeared. — I  will 
flrnw  nil  iiicn  unto  me. — God  was  in  liim,  reconciling 
the  world  uiiUi  himsielf.'  Heoce  he  Fays  to  the  mo&t 
ob>tin:itc  of  lii:*  opp(i»er!,  '  TheM  things  bare  I  spoken 
nnto  you,  tliat  ye  mii^ht  be  Fared. — If  I  had  not  come 
and  spoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  tin,  [in  re- 
jecting nie,]  but  now  they  hare  no  cloak  for  their  sin/ 
no  cxruAc  f«»r  their  unbelief. 

Ouce  indeed,  when  the  apostles  were  ou  the  briuliof 
the  most  dreadful  trial,  their  compassionate  Master  said, 

*  I  pray  for  them,  I  pray  not  for  the  world.'  As  if  he 
had  said,  'flieir  immediate  danger  malecs  me  pray  as  if 
there  were  but  these  eleren  men  in  the  world,  '  Holy 
Father,  keep  them.'  lint  haring  giren  them  this  isea- 
sonabic  testimony  of  a  just  preference,  he  adds, '  Nei- 
ther pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them -who  shall 
believe,  that  they  all  may  be  one,'  may  be  nnlfed  in 
brotherly  lo^x : — ^i\nd  he  adds,  '  that  the  world  may 
believe,  and  may  know  that  thou  hast  8ent  me.' 

If  our  Lord's  not  praying,  for  a  moment,  on  a  parti- 
cular occasion,  for  the  world,  implies  that  the  world  is 
absolutely  rcprobuted,  wc  should  be  glad  of  an  answer 
to  the  two  following  queries. — (1.)  WTiy  did  he  pray 
the  next  day  for  Pilate  and  Herod,  Annas  and  Caiapbas, 
the  priests  and  I'harisecs,  the  Jewish  mob,  and  Roman 
soldiers  ;  in  a  word,  for  the  countless  multitude  of  his 
revilers  and  murderers  ?  Were  they  all  elect,  or  was 
this  ejaculation  no  prayer  ?,  *  Father,  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do  !* — (2.)  Why  did  he  com- 
mission St.  Paul  to  say .',  *  I  exhort,  first  of  all,  that 
supplications,  prayers,  and  intercessions  be  made  for 
all  men  ;  for  this  is  acceptable  in  tlie  sight  of  Grod  our 
Saviour,  who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For  there  is  one  God 
and  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus  ;  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all.' 

Without  losing  time  in  proving,  that  none  bat  artful 
and  designing  men  use  the  word  all  to  mean  tiie  lest 
number.',  and  that  all,  in  some  of  the  above-mentioned 
pnaaigcSf  must  absolutely  mean  all  mankind,  as  being 


0  ANTIN01UUN1SM. 


427 


directly  opposed  lo  oWlhat  are  eendenincd and'  Aie  in 
Adam  ;'  and  ivitbout  slopping  to  oppose  the  uew  Cal- 
viniaii  creation  of  "  a  whole  world  of  eltct ;"  npoo  the 
preceding  scripturea  I  raise  the  followiiig  doctrine  of 
free-grace  ; — If  CAiisl  tatted  death  for  everp  man,  there 
is  undonbledly  a  gospel  tor  every  niau,  even  for  those 
who  perish  by  rejecting  it. 

St.  Paal  says,  that  '  God  shall  judge  tlie  Eecreta  of 
men,  according  lo  his  gospel.'  St.  Pelcr  aska,  'What 
shall  be  the  end  of  tbo.ie,  who  obey  not  the  gospri  of 
God!'  Aadlhe  apoatle  answers, '  Christ,  revealed  in 
flaming  fire,  will  talte  reugeance  on  them  who  obey  not 
the  gospel,"  that  ia,  all  the  ungodly  who  '  rM«ive  the 
^aic  of  God  in  vain,  or  tnra  it  into  laaclviouaneM." 
They  do  Dot  perish  because  the  gospel  is  a  lie  with  re- 
spect to  them ;  bnt '  because  they  receive  not  the  love 
of  ibe  tiuth,  that  they  might  be  saved."  God,  to  pa- 
nish  Iheir  rejecting  the  tnith,  pennila  tliat  they  ihonld 
believe  a  lie;  '  thst  they  all  loight  be  damned,  who, 
Co  the  tail  hour  of  their  dag  of  gntcB,  believed  not  tlie 
irntli,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousuess." 

The  latitnde  of  our  Lord's  eommisBion  to  his  miuia- 
ters  demonstrates  the  truth  of  this  doctrine :  '  Qo  into 
all  the  world,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptlaing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  tlie  Sou,  and  of  the 
Holy  Gbost.'  Hence  those  graclons  and  general  \an- 
tatiODS, '  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth  [afler happiness,] 
come  ye  to  the  waters  i  if  any  man  thitft  [after  ples- 
aiire,]  let  him  eome  to  me  and  drink. — Come  unto  me, 
all  ye  that  labonr  [for  want  of  rest,]  aod  I  will  give  it 

to  you Whosoever  will,  let  him  come  and  take  of  the 

water  of  life  freely. — Ye  adnltEfera, — draw  nigh  nolo 
God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  nnto  you. — Behold  [  stand 
at  the  door  and  knocli;if  anyman  open,  I  will  come  in 
and  sup  with  him. — Go  out  into  the  highways  and 
liedges,  preach  tlje  gospel  to  every  rreature  ;  and  lo  I 
am  with  you,  to  the  end  of  the  world.' 

If  you  compare  all  the  preceding  scriptures,  I  flatter 
myself,  Hon.  Sir,  yon  will  perceive, lliatas  the  redemp- 
tion of  Christ  is  general,  uo  there  is  a  general  gospel. 
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which  is  more  or  less  clearly  rerealed  to  all,  according 
to  the  dearer  or  more  obscure  dispensation,  which  tbey 
arc  outirardly  voder. 

This  doctrine  may  appear  ftraoge  to  those  who  call 
nothing  fospei,  but  the  last  dispenaation  of  it.    Such 
should  remember  that  as  a  little  aced,  sown  in  the    ^ 
Spring,  is  one  with  the  large  plant  into  wliich  it  «s- 
pands  in  Summer ;  so  the  gospel,  in  Its  least  iqipearaart,   ,' 
is  one  with  the  gospel  grown  np  to  full  matnrlty.  Our    ^ 
i^ord,  considering  it  twth  as  sown  in  man's  heart,  sod 
sown  in  the  world,  speaks  of  it  nnder  the  name  of' tiie 
kingdom  of  heaven,'  compares  It  to  com,  and  consider! 
finKt  the  seed,  then  the  biade,  next  the  e&r^  and  last  of 
all  thejun  com  in  the  ear, 

1.  llie  gospel  was  sown  in  the  world  as  a  Oitle  M 
general  seed,  when  God  began  to  quiclcen  mankind  in 
Adam,  by  the  precious  promise  of  a  Saviour;  sod 
when  he  said  to  Noah,  the  second  general  parent  of 
men,  *With  thee  will  I  establish  my  covenant ;' bless- 
ing him  uiid  his  sous  after  the  deluge.  { 

2.  The  gospel  appeared  as  com  in  the  blade,  when 
(Sod  reuowi^d  the  promise  of  the  Messiah  to  Abraham,  * 
witli  this  addition,  that  though  the  Redeemer  should  be 
born  of  his  elect  family,  divine  grace  and  mercy  were 
too  free  to  be  confined  within  the  uarrow  bctands  of  a 
peculiar  election  :  Therefore,  <  in  his  seed,'  that  is,  in 
Christ  the  Suu  of  Ilighteousness, '  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  should  be  blessed ;'  as  they  are  all  cheered  with 
the  genial  influence  of  the  natural  sun,  whether  he 
shines  above  or  below  their  horizon,  whether  he  par-  j 
ticularly  enlightens  the  one  or  the  other  hemisphere. 

3.  The  gospel  word  grew  much  in  the  days  of  Moses, 
Samuel,  and  Isaiah ;  '  for  the  gospel,'  says  St.  Paul, 
'  was  preached  unto  them  as  well  as  unto  us,'  though 
not  so  explicitly.  But  when  John  the  Baptist,  a  greater 
prophet  than  any  of  them,  began  to  preach  the  gospel  ' 
of  repentance,  and  point  sinners  to  '  the  Lamb  of  God 
that  taketh  away  the  ^iw^  of  the  world,'  then  the  ear 

crowned  the  6tode,w\ucYv\v^\ovk\l,>KS.\v'aX'^^\asv'i^^ud 

eren  seemed  to  be  blasted. 
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4.  Tlie  (treat  luminary  of  Che  cliuich  shining  wana 
upon  the  earth,  liis  direct  beams  caused  a  rapid  growili. 
The  Faroiilan  breathings  anii  sighs  which  attended  hi* 
prcfichmg  and  prajerK,  the  genml  dcwa  whicli  distiUt'd 
on  Gcthacmane  doting  bis  ngouy,  the  fruitful  sboivers 
which  descended  on  Qilvarj-,  while  the  hlackeat  storm 
of  divine  wrath  rent  (he  mcka  around,andthe  tranacco- 
da at  radiance  of  our  Snn,  rising  after  this  dreadful 
eclipse  lohionieridian  glory; — all  concurred  to  miiiUttr 
fertile  iiiflDeDccs  lo  the  Plant  o/Renoirn.  And  ou  the 
dnyof  Pentecnst.whrn  power  came  from  on  high,  when 
the  tire  of  the  Holy  Qhott  seconded  the  rinae  of  the 
Redeemer's  blond,  the/ullcora  was  seen  in  lAe  mys- 
tical ear.-  the  mast  perfect  of  the  gospel  dispeitgations 
came  to  maturity  ;  and  Christians  began  to  bring 
'  forth  fniitiiulo' the 'perfection' of  their  own  economy. 

As  riome  good  men  overlook  (he  gradual  display  of 
the  manifold  gospel -gi-ace  of  God,  so  others,  I  fear, 
mistake  the  essence  of  the  gospel  Itself.  Few  say,  with 
St.  Paul,  '  The  gospel  0/  Khieh  I  am  not  ashamed,  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to  every  one  thite 
believech, — with  the  heart  unto  rlglitcousness,'  accord- 
ing to  the  light  of  his  dispensation.  And  many  are 
afraid  of  his  Catholic  doctrine,  when  he  sums  up  the 
general  everla.<tl"g  gospc)  in  these  words  ;  '  God  wai 
not  the  God  of  the  Jcn-s  only,  but  of  the  Genllles 
also ;  because  that  which  may  be  huowo  of  God,'  under 
their  dispensation,  '  is  mnnlfent  in  them,  God  having- 
showed  it  unto  them.  For  the  grace  ot  God,  which 
bringeth  salvation,'  or  rather  i)  xoft  1  aimipas,  thi 
gract  emphatically  laning,  'hath  appealed  nnto  all 
ineoi  teaching  us  to  deny  al!  iingodliness  and  worldly 
Insts,  and  to  live  lioberly,  jastly,  and  godly,  in  this 
pi'csent  woi'ld.' 

*'  But  how  does  this  saving  grace  teach  us  ?"  By  pro- 
yOFlugCa  us  the  saving  truths  of  our  dispensation,  auil 
helping  our  anhelief,  that  we  may  cordially  embrace 
them  ;  for'  without  faith  It  is  impossible  to  please  God.' 
Eveu  the  He.ilbenswliocorae  loGoa,miial\K\«ivt'Sis«. 
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Kcntly  seek  him  ;  for  there  b  no  dUTerraoe  between  tiie 
Jew  and  the  Greek,  the  tame  Lord  over  aU,  being  fkh 
unto  all  them  that  call  apon  hUn.* 

Here  the  apottle  ttaits  the  great  Calvioiao  oliiectioB : 
'BothowihaUtiieybellefeyaBdcaUoBUaii,  of  whoa 
they  have  not  heard  ?'  &c  And  baring  obiervcd,  Out 
the  Jews  had  heard,  thoogfa  few  had  belieted,  he  wxp, 
*  So  then  feSth  oometh  by  hearing,  and  bearing  by  the 
word  of  God,'  whkh  it  ni|^,  eren  In  tlie  moodi  and  is 
the  heart  of  all  who  receire  the  truth  rerealed  ander 
their  dlapennsSon.  Then  reenmbg  hla  anawer  to  die 
CalWniaa  objection,  he  crlei  ont,  *  Have  not  they'  (Jetri 
and  Greeks)  all '  heard'  preadien,  who  Invite  then  to 
bdiere  that  God  is  good  and  powerfol,  and  oonaequendjf 
that  he  Is  the  Rewarder  of  those  who  diligently  seek 
him  ?  '  Yes,  rerlly*'  replies  he,  *  ciidr  aonnd  went 
into  all  the  eardi,  sind  thdr  words  anto  die  end  of  tke 
world/ 

If  yon  ask,  '*  Who  are  those  general  heralds  of  (Skc 
grace,  whole  sound  goes  from  pole  to  pole  ?"  the 
<  scripture  answers  with  becoming  dignity  :  *  The  hea- 
Tens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  show- 
cth  his  handy  work.  Day  uuto  day  uttereth  speech, 
and  night  unto  night  shewetb  knowledge.  There  is  do 
speech  or  language  [no  country  or  kingdom]  where 
their  voice  is  not  heard,  llieir  [instnicting]  line  went 
through  the  earth,  [their  vast  parish,]  and  their  words 
to  the  ends  of  the  world,'  their  immense  diocese.  For 
<  the  invisible  things  of  God,  [that  is,  bis  greatness  and 
wisdom,  his  goodness  and  mercy,]  his  eternal  power 
and  godhead,  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the 
things  that  are  made  [and  preserved,]  so  that  [the  very 
Heathens,  who  do  not  obey  their  striking  speech,]  are 
without  excuse  ;  because  that  when  they  knew  God, 
they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful/ 

lliis  is  the  gospel  alphabet,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 

expression.    The  apostle,  like  a  vrise  instructor,  pro- 

oreded  upon  the  plan  of  this  free-grace,  when  he 

addressed  himself  to  ^e  W«9i.x\k«iA  *. '  We  preach  nmto 

mn^'  said  he  to  th^  ii^c».o\x\wa»»  *  ^CnaX.^^^'Q^\>aB^ 


from  these  ranltiea,  lo  serve  the  lining  God,  who  made 
beaven  and  earth,  aud  tlie  aea,  and  all  things  therein  ;  ■ 
who  even  iplien  he  unSercA  all  nalioos  to  nalk  iii  their 
owa  wajs,  left  not  himself  without  witness  ;'  that  is, 
without  preachers, according  to  that  saying  of  onr  Lord 
to  bis  disciples,  ¥e  shall  be  my  viilnetsea,  and  leach  all 
naliaia.  Aud  tliese  witnesses  were  the  food  which  God 
did,  '  the  rain  he  gave  ns  from  heaven  aud  fniilfnl 
seasons,  and  the  food  and  gladness  with  which  be  filled 
our  hearts.' 

St.  Paal  preached  the  sanje  gospel  to  the  Atbeniaas, 
wisely  coming  down  to  the  leret  of  their  iufertor  disp«ii'- 
satioa  ;  '  The  God  that  made  the  world,  dwells  not,' 
like  a  statue,  '  in  temples  made  with  hands,  nor  hath 
he  need  of  any  thing ;  seeing  he  giveth  to  all  life,  and 
breath,  and  idl  things.  He  bath  made  of  one  blood  alt 
nations  of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,' 
not  tliat  they  might  lire  like  atheists,  and  perish  like 
reprobates,  but  '  that  they  might  seek  the  Lord,  if 
baply  tliey  might  feel  after  him  and  find  him.'  Nor  is 
this  an  imposslhility,  as  '  he  is  not  far  from  every  one 
of  na ;  for  in  Him  we  live,  and  move,  aud  have  onr 
being,  as  certain  of  our  own  poets  have  taught,'  jnstly 
ossertligg  that '  we  are  the  offspring  <i(  God.'  Hence  he 
proceeds  lo  declare,  that  '  God  calbi  all  men  every 
where  to  repent,  intimating  that  upon  their  turning  lo 
him,  he  wUl  receive  them  as  bis  dear  children,  and 
bless  them  ns  hU  beloved  otfipriug. 

Tliese,  and  the  like  scriptures,  tbrced  Calvin  himself 
into  a  happy  loconsislency  with  Calvinism  ;  "  The 
Lord,"  said  he,  in  an  epistle  prefixed  to  the  French  New 
Testament,  "neverleft  himself  without  a  witness,  even 
tonrarda  themunto  whomhehas  not  sent  any  knowledge 
of  bis  word.  Foraaroncb  as  all  creatarea,  from  the 
firmament  lo  the  centre  of  the  earth,  might  be  wiloeaaei 
and  racBsengcrs  of  his  glorj  unto  all  men,  lo  draw  them 
to  seek  him  ;  and  Indetd  tlicrc  is  no  need  totseek  hiin 
very  far,  for  everyone  might  find  him  in  his  own  self." 

And  no  doubt  some  have  ;  for  aVUioa^V  'Coe.'«OT\i. 
l'fletrnotOod'brtheyl»domtaia!t\t*  eatftAiiWBMw^ 


awl  deriliib;'  pA  nunr  hare  ncinclT  koown  hin  b; 
Ui  K">">l  wiowu,  ttiu  U,  '  Uk  woBderfHi  works 
Uwi  he  doUi  for  Dm  ckUdrm  of  men ;  for  thu  nhidi 
tuf  bv  known  of  Uod,'  in  the  lowest  ecauoiuj'  of  go- 
r«l  tna.  •  u  muiilcn  iu  tiiem,'  w  well  u  thown  uu) 
Ibcm. 

"  What :  Ig  there  wHiirtliinic  of  God  iowardlir  nwu- 
hu  Id.  uf  well  ai  onrn->Tdl;r  ibown,  to  «U  men'' 
UBiloabtcdl)r ;  the  ;race  of  Cod  ia  u  the  wind,  '  wluA 
blawcth  whrn  iiliitetbi'  and  it  liateth  ta  Uowwtti 
more  or  IcM  force  tucrcuit-ely  all  over  Ibe  earth.  Vm 
ru  at  KMD  meet  with  a  man  ^t  never  felt  tke  wind, 
or  beard  the  xiaod  thereof,  as  with  one  that  aerer  fell 
Um  dirine  brcBihlag,  or  heard  the  still  amall  twce, 
which  we  rail  the  grace  of  God.,  and  which  bids  bi  tun 
ftnta  nln  Ea  rightcoasDcis.  To  Bnppose  the  Lord  glre) 
OR  a  thousand  lokent  of  '  hli  eternal  power  and  |od- 
bead,'  witliont  i^ivlug  os  a  capacity  to  camider,  and 
■race  U>  iniproi-e  them,  ii  not  lc»  alisurd,  tbaii  to  una- 
glne,  that  when  he  bcBtowed  npou  Adam  all  tbc  treei  of 
Paradiae  for  food,  he  a:3re  hiui  nu  eyes  to  see,  no  handt 
to  fnitlier,  and  no  mouth  to  eat  tiieir  delJcioDn  fruit). 

Wereidity  iTviI,  thatArlan.atidweinhiiD.loHill 
%T  the  full ;  bnt  Chriitt,  '  the  Lamb  slain  from  the 
fiHindation  of  ihe  world,  Christ,  the  Repairer  of  the 
breach,'  mightier  lo  lave  than  Adam  to  destroj,  m- 
Irmnlytcave  himself  to  Adam,  and  to  luin  him,  bjlbe 
frre  eivrlasting  gonpel  which  he  preached  iu  Paradiae. 
Aud  when  he  preached  it,  he  undoubtedly  inTC  Adam, 
and  US  in  him,  a  capiicity  lo  receive  it,  that  ia,  a  power 
to  believe  aod  repeat:  If  he  had  not,  he  iui|;ht  as  well 
liave  preached  lo  atocka  and  slooea,  lo  tieaMa  and  derili. 
It  is  ofTeting  an  insult  to  '  the  only  wise  God,"  hi  s»p- 
[tOBG  that  he  gave  mankind  the  light,  without  ^ving 
them  e;es  lo  behold  it  j  or,  ivhich  in  the  same,  to  rap- 
pow  that  he  gave  them  the  gospel,  wllii out  giving  tlwH 
power  lo  believe  ii. 

As  It  is  with  Ad.im,  so  it  ia  undoubtedly  with  kU  hii 

poneriljr.    By  wliat  fttpimem  qi  itiV'^vc,  will  yon 

EMVre,  Ibat  God  esdoi^i^BirtiA  Kiiia  ijw  li'Baa.ia** 
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same  thing,  pact  of  hit  offaprLag,  which  waa  then  part 
of  his  very  person,]  fiom  the  promise  and  gift  whicb  be 
freely  made  hiui  of  '  the  seed  of  the  woumn,  and  the 
bruiser  of  the  serpent's  liead  ?'  Is  It  reasonable  to 
deny  the  gift,  becaaae  ttiultitndes  of  inGdeU  reject  it, 
and  Uiousands  of  Autiuonilans  abuse  It  ?  May  not  a 
bounty  be  really  given  by  a  char[talile  peraou,  IhoDgh 
it  U  despised  by  a  proud,  (ir  squandered  away  by  a  loose 
be^ar  > 

Waving  the  case  of  Infeuls  and  iileota,  was  there  ever 
a  sinner  uudei'  no  obligation  to  repent  and  beiieie  in  a 
merciful  God  f  O  ye  oppoKcrs  of  free  grace,  search  the 
universe  with  Calvin's  candle,  and  among  your  repro- 
bated millions,  find  out  tlie  person  that  never  had  a 
uierciful  God  ;  Aai  show  os  the  niifurtunate  creature, 
whom  a  sovereign  God  bound  over  to  absolute  despair 
of  bis  mercy  from  the  womb.  If  there  be  uo  such  i>er- 
Kon  in  the  world ;  If  all  men  are  boaud  to  rtpent  and 
believe  in  a  merciful  God,  there  Is  an  end  of  Calvinism. 
And  unprejudiced  men  can  require  uo  stronger  proof, 
that  all  are  redeemed  from  ^le  curse  of  tbe  Adaniic 
law,  which  aduiitled  of  do  repentance  ;  and  that  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  admits  of,  and  miUies  provi- 
sion for  it,  fredy  e^fteuda  to  all  mankind. 

'  Out  of  Christ's  fulness  all  have  received  grace,  a 
little  leaven'  of  saving  power,  an  inward  monitor,  a 
divine  reprover,  a  ray  of  true  heavenly  ligM,  which 
manifests,  Urst  moral,  anci  then  spiritual  good  and  evil. 
St.  JohD  '  bears  witness  of  that  light,'  and  dechires  It 
was  the  spiritual  '  life  of  meu,  the  true  tight  which 
enlightens,'  not  only  every  man  that  conies  into  the 
church,  but  '  every  man  that  cometh  iuto  the  world,' 
without  excep^ug  those  who  are  yet  in  darkness.  For 
'  the  light  shinelh  in  darkness,  eoea  icAen  the  darkaesE 
comprehends  it  not,"  The  Baptist  bore  also  '  wi«ie»t 
of  that  light,  that  all  men  through  ■'/,'  not  through  dim, 
'  might  believe,"  pwi, '  iigfil,'  being  ilie  last  antecedent, 
and  agreeing  perfectly  with  Sia  nt-ra. 

Hcuce  ap/iears  the  sufflciency  o£  (.ValiWvBet^X'i^. 
jfUkeail  Dtea  believe  lo  Christ '  tlieUg^i  ofCbftjy^^ 
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aecordlDg  to  Christ's  own  words  to  the  Jews^ '  Whik 
je  have  the  light*  believe  la  the  light,  thit  ye  miybe 
theehUdien  of  light.— Walk  while  ye  hare  thelif^t, 
lest  darkness  cone  upon  yoo/  evea  thattotid  night  of 
Mtaie»  *  when  no  mm  cui  woih.* 

Thosewho  resist  this  InteoMd  H^rt»  gcaendlly  njed 
Ae  ezterael  gospel,  or  leeehre  it  ooly  fai  the  letter  and 
history :  And  too  many  sndi  there  liave  been  In  an 
ages ;  for  Christ  *  was  In  the  world,  mtfm  tsAcn  die 
worid  knen^  him  not  :*  Therdbre  he  wan  'Bsaniftit  in 
tlie  iledi/  The  same  sna  fHilch  had  sUned  as  die 
dawn,  arose  *  frith  healing  in  his  wingai'  and  camelo 
deliver  the  trath,  which  was  held  in  wttif^teomsnesi, 
and  to  help  the  light  which  was  not  eomprdiended 
by  the  darkness.  Bat,  alas !,  when  *  he  came  to  his 
own,*  even  then  *  his  own  received  him  noL*  Why  ? 
Becaase  they  were  MSprsMer/  No  $  But  beeaaae  they 

*  This  is  the  condemnation,'  says  he  himsdl^  '  thai 
Ught  came  into  the  world,  bat  men'  shut  their  eyes 
against  it.  *  They  loved  darkness  rather  than  lif^t, 
because  their  works  were  eviL'  They  would  go  on  in 
the  sius  which  the  light  reproved,  and  therefore  they 
opposed  it  till  it  was  <|ueDdied,  that  is,  till  it  totally 
withdrew  from  their  hearts.  To  the  same  purpose  our 
Lord  says,  '  The  heart  of  ^is  people  is  waxed  gross, 
their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  have  they 
dosed'  against  the  light,  *  lest  they  should  see  with  their 
•yes,  and  understand  with  their  hearts,  and  should  be 
ooiiverted,and  I  should  heal  them.'  The  same  unerring 
Teacher  informs  us,  that  *  the  devil  cometh'  to  the 
tfl^-side  hearers,  and  taketh  away  the  word  out  of 
Ihdr  hearts,  lest  they  should  believe  and  be  saved.' 
And  <  if  our  gospel  be  hid,' says  St  Paul,  '  it  ishidto 
iMm  that  bdieve  not,  and  are  lost,  whose  minds  the 
Qod  of  tills  world  hath  blinded,  lest  the  glorious  gospel 
oCOhrist  should  shine  unto  diem.' 

From  these  scriptures  it  is  evident,  that  Calvin  was 
ttlstaken,  or  that  the  devil  is  a  fooL  For  if  a  man  is 
oeur  totally  blind,  why  should  the  devil  besOrhimseU 
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lo  blind  fiiia  T  And  why  slionW  he  fear  '  leal  the  gos- 
pel should  sliiue  lo  Ihera  that  are  lost,'  if  there  be 
absolutely  no  gospel  for  them,  or  they  liave  no  ejee  to 
see,  no  capacity  to  receive  it .' 

Whether  aiiiners  know  their  gospel  day  or  nolj  they 
have  one.  Bead  the  history  of  Cain,  who  Is  supposed 
lo  be  the  first  reprobate  ;  and  see  how  graciously  (he 
Lord  expostulated  nith  blin.  Consider  the  old  world  ; 
SI.  Peler,  speakiag  of  them,  says,  'The  gospel  was 
preached  to  them  also  that  are  dead ;  for  Christ  weutby 
the  Spirit  and  preached  even  to  those  nho  were  diaobs- 
dienl,  when  once  the  long-suffering  oi  God  waited  dpb 
hundred  and  twenty  years  Id  the  days  of  Noah.'  Nor 
did  the  Lord  wait  with  anintention  of  baring  them  com- 
pletely fattened  for  the  day  of  elaughter ;  far  be  the  un- 
becoming thought  from  those  who  worship  tlie  God  of 
lore  '.  Instead  of  entertaining  it,  let  ns 'account  that  the 
longsnfferiug  of  our  I^rd  is  salvation,'  that  is,  a  begio- 
ning  of  salvation  ;  and  a  sure  pledge  of  it,  if  ne  kuow 
and  redeem  the  accepted  time  ;  For  '  the  Lord  is  long' 
suffering  loDS-ward,  and  not  wUling  that  any  should 
periab,  but  that  all  should  come  lo  repeutaoce." 

Nor  does  God's  long-suffedng  ejitend  to  the  elect 
only.  It  embraces  also  thoie  '  who  trea'urc  np  untu 
themselves  wrath  against  the  day  of  wratb,by  despiiiue; 
the  riches  of  divine  goodocas,  and  forbearance,  and  long- 
suffering,  not  knowing  that  the  goodness  of  God  leads 
them  to  repentance.'  Of  this  the  Jews  are  B  remark- 
able InsIaDce  i  '  What  coald  God  have  done  more  to 
hia  Jeieith  vineyard  ?  He  gathered  tlie  stones  out  of  it, 
aud  planted  it  with  tlie  choicest  vine ;  and  yet  wlien  he 
looked  that  it  shoald  bitve  brought  forth  grap«g,  it 
brought  forth  wild  grapes;  when  he  seat  his  serranti 
to  receive  the  fruits,  Ihey  were  abased  and  scut  away 
empty.'  Hence  it  is  evident  thBt  the  Jews  hod  a  day 
in  wliich  they  could  have  bronze  forth  fruit,  or  the 
Kiie  God  could  no  more  'have  looked  for  it,'  than  a 
.  wiie  man  expects  to  see  the  piue-apple  grow  upon  the 
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Nay,  the  most  ohttiaaie,  Pharijaicy  and  Moody  of 
the  Jews  had  a  day,  ia  which  oar  Lord  ia  penoa, 

*  woold  hare  gathered  them'  with  aa  aaa^  tmdenien 
'  an  a  hea  gatben  her  brood  aadar  her  wiags.'  And 
when  he  aaw  their  frce^aftacy  ahaaiatily  act  a^^art  his 
loTlB9»kiodoeta»  ha  we|it  ovcfftheai,aBd  deplored  thdr 
not  haTiny  '  knowa  the  tUaga  hdoanfag  niito  their 
peace,  before  they  were  hid  firoai  their  cyea.' 

Oar  gradova  God  freely  gif ca  oae  or  aM>re  talents 
of  grace  to  erery  man :  Nor  WM  crer  aay  loan  '  cast 
into  onter  daritaeaa,  wiiere  dudl  be  weeping  and  gnaah- 
ing  of  teeth/ bat  fortheaol  aatagMs  talent  aright, 
as  our  Lord  saOcietttly  dcdarea.  Matt.  jof.  30.  Al- 
hidiog  to  that  importaal  parahlCy  I  woald  obferve, 
that  the  ChriatiaB  haa  Jh9  tmkmU^  the  Jew  tm^  aad 
the  Heathen  one.  If  he  that  haa  Um  tmlemU  laya  Acb 
out  to  advantage,  he  aball  *  receive  a  reward,'  aa  well 
aa  he  that  has/0#  .*  And  the  am  taimi  ia  aa  capaUe  of 
a  proportionable  impromnent,  aa  the  lire  or  the/M. 
The  equality  of  God'a  waya  doea  not  cooaist  in  giriag 
Just  the  Mime  number  of  gracioas  talents  to  all ;  bat, 
FIRST,  in  not  desiring '  to  gather  where  he  haa  not 
strewed,'  or,  *  to  reap'  above  a  proportioa  of  his  seed; 
and,  aECONDLY,  in  graciovsly  dispensing  rewards  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  tidents  improved,  and  the 
degrees  of  that  improvement ;  aad  ia  justly  inflicting 
punishments,  according  to  the  number  of  talenta  buried, 
and  the  aggravations  attending  men's  nnfaithfnlness. 

*  For  unto  whomaoever  much  is  given,  of  him  shall 
much  be  required ;  and  to  whom  men  havt  committed 
much,  of  him  they  will  ask  the  more.' 

We  ft^ueatly  speak  uf  God'a  secret  decreea,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  as  useless  as  it  is  uncertain ;  but 
seldom  con^der  that  solemn  decree  so  often  revealed 
In  the  gospel:  'To  him  that  has  grace  to  purpoM, 
more  shall  be  given ;  aad  from  him  that  has  not,'  that 
haa  buried  his  talent,  and  therefore  in  one  senite  haa  it 
not,  *  shall  be  taken  awvf  e:<veii^&ia.x^\ivch  he  hath'  to 


•  Take  the  talent  from  him'  llmt  hath  hnritil  il,  '  anil 
give  it  to  him  tliat  haih  tea,'  for  the  good  aiid  ftitliful 
serx-ant  siiali  have  abundance .t  He  who  says,  '  What- 
soever a  mnnsoweth,  that  shall  he  also  rea|i,'  i;!  too  jnst 
to  look  for  an  increase  from  tJiose  on  whom  he  bestows 
no  talent;  and  as  he  calls  for  repentance  and  faith, and 
for  ii  daily  increase  of  both,  he  has  certainly  bestoived 
upon  us  the  seed  of  both,  for  he  'give!  seed  to  the  sower," 
aud  docs  not  desire  'to  reap  where  he  hath  not  sown.' 

Methinks  my  honoured  opponent  cries  oat  with 
amazement:  "  What  1  have  all  men  power  to  repent 
and  believe?"  And  in  the  mean  time  a  Deiiedictine 
monk  comes  up  to  vouch,  tiiat  this  doctrine  is  rank  Pe- 
lagiauism.  Hut  permit  me  to  observe,  that  if  Pela^ins 
had  aclcuowlcdged,  as  wc  do,  the  total  fall  nf  man,  and 
ascribed,  with  us,  to  the  free-grace  of  God  in  Jesux 
Christ,  all  (he  power  we  have  to  repent  and  believe, 
none  of  the  Fathers  would  have  been  soiujndleionsaDd 
UQcharitahle  as  to  rank  him  among:  tieretics.  We  main" 
tain,  (liat  although  'without  Christ  we  ran  diio'ithiog,' 
yet  so  long  as  the  '  day  of  nalvatlon'  lasts,  all  men,  ihc 
chief  of  sinner.i  not  excepted,  can,  lbronE;li  bU  free 
preventing  grace,  '  ceaee  (o  do  evil,  and  lc!irn  to  do 
well,'  and  n?e  those  mean^  which  will  infalUblycnd  in 
the  repentance,  and  Wth  peculiar  t«  the  diapeosadon 
tbey  are  under,  whether  It  be  that  of  the  Heatlieii^ 
Jews,  or  Christiana, 

If  Ihc  author  of  Pielat  Oxanieneit,  and  FatheiWalsh, 
deny  this,  they  might  as  well  charge  Christ  with  tin- 
abinrdiiy '  of  tas^ng  death  for  every  man,'  in  order  to 
keep  mo^t  men  from  the  very  possibility  of  being  bene- 
fitted by  his  death.  They  might  as  weJl  assert,  lliat 
although  '  the  free  gift  came  upon  uUmcn,'  yet  it  never 
came  upon  a  vast  majority  of  them  ;  and  openly  maiu-- 
tain,  that  Christ  deserves  to  be  called  the  deslroger, 

I  I  miut  do  the  CalfiniHti  Ibe  JosUv  to  Dbwr^e,  Ihat  ai  mir  Laid 
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rather  than  the  Savhur  of  the  world.  For  if  the  great- 
est part  of  mankind  may  be  considered  t»  tk$  warU, 
if  repentance  and  fidtfa  are  abMdnteljr  impoadUe  to 
them^  and  Jeeot  came  to  denoonoe  deftmction  to  ail 
•who  do  not  repent  and  beUeve,  let  ercrj  thinmng  man 
iay,  whether  he  might  not  be  called  with  greater  pro- 
priety theitoifr0f«r»thaatba5mrl0ifrof  theworid;  and 
whether  preaching  the  Chriitiaa  gospel  is  not  Uke  read*- 
lag  the  warrant  of  tneHtable  damnation  to  milUeiis  of 
wretched  creatures.  Bat  open  the  scheme  of  wiial  yon 
caU  the  <«  Wesleyan  Orthodoxy/'  Christ  is  realfy  'die 
Sarionr  of  all  men,  bat  espedally  of  those  that  believe :' 
For  he  indulges  all  with  a  day  of  salvadon ;  and  if  none 
but  believers  make  a  proper  use  of  it,  the  fisali  is  not  in 
his  partiaHty,  but  in  their  own  obstinncjr. 

In  what  a  pitiful  light  does  your  scheme  place  our 
Lord !  Why  did  he  *  marvd  at  the  unbelief'  of  the 
Jews,  as  if  they  could  no  more  believe  than  a  stone  can 
swim  ?  And  say  not,  *'  hemarvdled  m  a  man,-"  for 
the  assertion  absolutely  unmans  him.  What  man  ever 
wondered,  that  an  ass  does  not  bray  with  the  nightin- 
gale's  melodious  voice  ?  Nay,  what  diild  ever  mar- 
x-elled,  that  the  ox  does  not  fly  above  the  clouds  with 
the  soaring  eagle  ? 

llie  same  observation  holds  with  regard  to  repent 
ance.  *  Then  he  began,'  says  St.  Matthew,  <to  upbraid 
the  cities  wherein  most  of  his  mighty  works  were  done, 
because  they  repented  not.'  MerciM  Saviour,  foxgive 
us !  W^  have  insulted  thy  meek  wisdom,  by  repre- 
senting thee  «s  cruelly  upbraiding  the  lame  for  not 
running,  the  blind  for  not  seeing,  and  the  dumb  for 
not  speaJciug ! 

But  this  is  not  all,  if  Capernaum  could  not  have  re- 
l>ented  at  our  Lord's  preaching,  as  well  as  Nineveh  at 
tiie  preaching  of  Jonas ;  how  do  we  reflect  upon  his 
mild  equity,  and  adorable  goodness,  "when  we  represent 
him  as  pronoancing  woe  upon  woe  over  the  impenitent 
city,  and  threatening  to  sink  it  into  a  deeper  hell  than 
Sodom,  <  because  it  repented  not !'  and  how  ill  does  it 
become  us  to  excUdm  against  deists  ^r  robbing  Christ 


of  hi.1  dieinily,  when  we  onradres  divest  \\\m  of  coni- 
mon  humaaily. 

Suppose  a  schoolmaster  eaid  to  his  Englisli  scholars, 
"  Kscept  you  instantly  speak  Greek,  you  shall  all  be 
sererely  whipped,"  yon  would  wonder  at  the  irjuslicB 
of  the  school' tyrant.  But  would  not  the  wict'.'i  be 
merdfnl,  in  comparison  of  a  Savioui',  (so  called,)  who 
ia  supposed  10  say  to  myriads  of  Dien,  that  can  no  more 
repent  iliau  ice  cnn  bum,  'Except  ye  rejient,  ye  shall 
all  perish?'  I  cnnfess,  then,  when  1  see  reid  Protes- 
tants calling  this  doctrine  the  pttre  gespel,axiifsio\iiDg 
it  is  free  grace,  1  no  inoie  wonder,  that  real  Papists 
should  eat]  (heir  bloody  Inquinition  the  house  o/mercy, 
and  (heir  bnvuing  of  those,  whom  they  call  lieretics, 
an  aula  defe-X 

Odjection. — "  At  this  rate,  our  salvation  or  dam- 
"  nation  turns  upon  the  good  or  had  use  which  wemalie 
"  of  the  manifold  grace  of  (iod  :  And  we  are  in  this 
"  world  ill  B  Slate  of  praha^au,  and  not  merely  cpon 
"  our  passage  to  the  rewards,  which  evctrlasting  love, 
"or  to  the  punishmeutg,  which ei'erlastiDghatrcd, has 
"  freely  allotted  ua,  from  the  fuuudalion  of  the  world." 

AnawER. — Uadonbtedly;  for  Whatman  ofsenae,  [[ 
except  those  who  through  hurry  and  mistahe  have  put 
oil  the  veil  of  prejudii.«,)  could  shew  his  face  lu  a  pnl- 
pii,  to  exhort  a  multitude  of  reprobates  lo  avoid  a 
damnation  absolutely  unavoidable  ;  and  invite  a  little 
flock  of  elect,  to  lose  no  time  in  making  sure  an  elec' 
tion  snrcr  than  the  pillars  of  heaven  1 

Again  I  who  but  a  tyrant  will  make  the  life  of  hi.i 
snbjects  tuni  upon  a  thing  that  is  not  at  all  at  Iheir 
option .'  When  Nero  was  determined  to  put  people  to 
deatb,  had  be  not  humanity  and  honesty  enou);h  not  to 
tantalise  them  with  Insulting  offers  of  life  ?  To  whom 
did  lie  ever  say?,  "If  thonplnckcitone  star  from  hea- 
ven, thou  shalt  not  die ;  but  if  thou  failest  in  the 
attempt,  the  mostdreadfnlaudlingeting  to  mien  ts  shall 
punish  thy  obsliancy."     And  shall  1, — shall  my  Chris- 

t  Ali:Mtof  falllu 
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tiau  brethren,  repre«entthe  King  of  siunts  as  guilty  of 

— what  my  pen  refuses  to  write, — thai  which  Nero 

himiNflf  was  too  merdfnl  to  contrife  ? 

Objbction.— *' Von  do  not  state  the  case  fiiirly. 

,tm  if  ^U  ^^^  iinmed  in  Adfm^  and  ihe  w&ge»  ^ftin  it 

9^  di^tkf  God  did  the  reprobates  «e  wroagwhen  be 

**  condemned  them  to  eternal  tormeDts,*hefiiffe  they 

**  knew  their  right  liand  from  their  left  $  jca^  before 

/'the  fbnodatioo  of  the  world." 

Answer.— The  plansibility  of  this  ohfection,  height- 
ened by  Tolnntary  humility,-  lias  misled  thonaaiids  of 
pfoos  Konls :  God  give  them  UDderstandiiig  to  wei^ 
the  following  reflections : 

1.  If  an  ancanditional,  absolnle  decree  of  damwilion 
passed  upon  the  reprobates  hefwre  the  .fimndatloB  of 
the  worid,  it  is  absiird  to  accoant  for  die  Jiisdce  of  such 
a  decree,  by  appeaUag  to  a  Ub  committed  €^er  the 
fofindatioii  of  the  worid. 

2.  If  Adam  sinned  necessarily  acoorffing  to  the  ^ecni 
will  andpurpoie  of  God,  as  yon  intimate  |n  your  Fonrth 
Letter^'many  do  not  see,  ho#  he,  much  more  his  pos- 
terity, could  justly  be  condemned  to  eternal  torments 
for  doing  an  iniquity  which  <  God's  hand  and  counsel 
determined  before  to  be  done.' 

3.  As  we  sinned  only  teminally  in  Adam,  if  God  had 
not  intended  our  redemption,  his  goodness  would  hare 
engaged  Him  to  destroy  us  seminaUy  by  crushing  the 
capital  offender  who  contained  us  all :  So  th^re  would 
have  been  a  just  proportion  between  the  sin  and  pu- 
nishment; for  as^we  sinned  in  Adam  without  the 
least  consciousness  of  guilt,  so  in  him  we  should  hare 
been  punished  without  the  least  consciousness  of  paip. 
This  observation  may  be  illustrated  by  an  example :  If 
I  catch  a  mischievous  animal,  a  viper  for  instance,  I 
have  undoubtedly  a  right  to  Icill  her,  and  destroy  her 
dangerous  brood,  if  she  is  big  with  young.  But  if, 
instead  of  dispatching  her  as  soon  as  I  can,  I  feed  her 
on  purpose  to  get  many  broods  from  her,*  and  torment 
fo  death  millions  of  her  otTspnu^)  I  can  hardly  pass  for 
the  g-ood  man  who  regard  tYicViXft  oi^Xieasx..  \jr^p^\i^ 
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to  you  the  application  of  thia  simile,  I  tsli.  Do  we 
honour  God  when  we  brcali  the  equal  beams  of  his 
Ijerfeciions  ?  when  we  blacten  his  goorliKii  and  merey, 
iu  order  to  make  his  Jaitlce  aud  grealneis  shine  with 
esorbilant  loatre  f  IE  "a  God  all  mercy  is  a  GoA^  ' 
nujusi,"  may  we  not  say,  accorditig  to  the  rale  of  pro^"  ■  , 
portion,  that  "a  God  all  justice  U  a  Godonklnd," 
'  niercy  is  over  all  his 

(,  that  the  blesfiug  of  the 
s  iheeurac  of  thefii^t; 
and  death'  before  every 
individnal;  anil  that  He  luercifnlly  restores  to  all  a 
cAp3ciiy  of  E^haosing  life,  yea,  and  of  haviug  it  one  day 
more  abundantly  than  Adam  himself  had  before  the 
fnll ;  we  see  bis  goodness  and  Justice  thine  with  equal 
roiliauce,  when  he  spares  guilty  Adam  to  propagatellhe 
fiillen  mce,  that  tbey  may  share  the  blessings  of  abetter 
corenant.  For,  accordiug  to  the  Adaniic  law,  '  judg- 
ment  was  by  one  sin  to  condemnation;  hut  the  Hee 
gift  of  the  gospel  is  of  many  offences  lo  justification. 
For  If  thrungh  the  offence  of  one  the  many  be  dead ; 
much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace, 
which  j;  by  one  man,  Jesus  Christ,  hath  abounded  unto 

5.  Rational  and  scriptural  aa  the  preL'ediug  obserra- 
tions  are,  we  could  spare  them,  and  answer  yonr  objec- 
tion tlius :  You  think  God  may  justly  decree,  that  mil- 
lions of  his  unborn  creatures  shall  be  '  vessels  of 
wrath"  to  all  ctenitty,  overflowiug  with  the  vengeancu 
due  to  Adam's  pre-ordained  sin ;  but  you  are  not  nearer 
the  mark  :  For,  granting  that  he  conld  do  it  as  a  juat, 
good,  and  merciful  God ;  yet  he  cannot  do  it  as  the  Ood 
of  '  faithfulness  and  truth.'  His  word  and  oath  arc 
goue  forth  together ;  hear  both  :  *  What  mean  ye,  that  , 
yensethis  proverb?  The fathen  have  eaten  toargrUptt, 
and  the  chitdren'i  tetth  are  *el  on  edge  -,  As  I  live, 
gays  the  Lord  God,  ye  shall  cot  have  occasion  any  ' 
more  to  use  this  pmrerb.  The  soul  that  siniielh  per- 
fonal/y  shall  die  elemaily;    ever^  oue  SwSV  Sv«  te* 
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U«  own  mvoidaiU  loiqai^.  Ererf  mui  thU  uteib 
•oorgT^iei,'  wbcabe  migbt  lutTecBteDtheiweet,'hu 
Math  (baU  Jaittr  be  Kt  on  edge.'  Wliek  God  bu  Om 
^■da  oatb  of  hi*  eqait}  ud  ImpwtiaJitT  befora  mbi- 
Und,  it  h  raOar  boU  to  cbM^e  hhn  witk  OMUriTi^ 
CilTia'*  oladioa,  aad  mtOmt  «p  the  Praieatut  (lett 
hugs,  faefcre  which  a  oOBiidarsbfe  pait  of  the  ehvdi 
CMtluallr  bib  down  and  wortblp*. 

U  yc  hoiieat  Shadrach",  wlio  raip  upon  U  wi* 
admiraiion,  *cc  how  tnmc  Calviniau  tlwuira  deify  it, 
Deirtla  Oel  lunl  ipie  DfUf,  "  The  Decrees  of  God  ste 
God  iuioitcir."  See  Elislia  Colu  adtauciiig  xt  the  head 
ofiliiimaiicUaf  bii  admirerx,  bdiI  hear  liow  iie  exbom 
Uinn  to  wonhi|t :  "  Let  us  make  electiun  our  all ;  our 
brtad,  itater,  unuuliun  o/rockt,  aod  whatever  elae  we 
uao  lupposc  ourselves  to  waul," — that  is.  Let  m  make 
the  grvat  image  oar  God.  Ye  caadid  Meshecha,  ye 
coniidetatv  Abedo^oa,  folLun'  aot  tbji  DiiHIalceo  nial- 
titode.  Deltire  ]'uu  cry  witli  them,  "  Great  is  the  Diana 
of  tlie  Caivioisti :,"  walii  ouce  aronud  the  celebrated 
image,  and,  I  aoi  persuaded,  tliat  if  you  can  make  onl 
Frer  Grace  written  in  running  hand  upon  her  sinil' 
iag  taix,  you  will  see  Fbee  WnaTH  written  in  black 
capitab!  upoD  her  deiuimed  back  :  And  then,  &r  from 
beiug  augry  at  the  liberty  I  take  to  expose  her,  jon  will 
with  speed  to  the  '  little  stone'  which  1  level  at  her 
■  iron -clay  feet' 

Tbink  not,  hooaured  Sir,  that  I  say  ihont/ree  leratA, 
what  I  cannot  possibly  prove :  For  you  belp  me  your- 
self to  a  striking  deuonttration.  1  suppose  you  are 
still  upon  yonr  travels:  You  come  to  the  borders  of  a 
great  enipiie  ;  and  the  Grit  thing  that  strikes  you,  is  a 
man  in  an  easy  carriage,  going  with  folded  arms  to  take 
possession  of  an  immense  estate,  frtely  given  him  by 
the  king  of  the  country.  As  he  flies  along,  yon  Just 
make  out  Ibe  motto  of  the  royal  chariot,  in  which  be 
doKSiFoee  Reward.  Soon  after, yon  meet  five  of  the 
king's  carts,  containiag  twenty  wretches  loaded  with 
irons ;  and  the  motto  of  every  cart  is,  Fkbb  Punish- 
MBNT.    Yoa  inquire  into  the  meaning  of  thit  eztnor* 
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diaary  procession,  and  the  eheriff,  attendiag  the  eie- 
CQtioQ,  ansners:  "  Kuotv,  cnHoua  stranger,  Uiat  oar 
"  monarch  is  absotule;  and  W  shew  thaltoBereignipii 
"  the  prerogative  of  his  imperii  crown,  and  tbat  be  is 
"  no  reapccter  ofpenoiu,  ho  distributes  every  dajryVea 
"  rewards  and  free  punishiaenli,  to  a  cerlaiu  nnmbcr 
"  of  hia  subjecta." — "What!  withont  any  regard  to 
"  merit  or  demerit,  by  mere  caprice !" — "  Not  alioge- 
"  ther  so;  fov  he  pilcAei  upon  the  aerst  of  mea,  and 
"  cMef  of  tianer>,  and  upoa  such  to  choose,  for  the 
"  subjecta  of  liis  revrards.  (Elisha  Coles,  page  62.) — 
"  And  that  his  puuislimeuts  may  do  as  much  botiour  to 
" /I'ee  sorereign  («ro(4,as  his  booniy  does  to^ee  sore- 
"  reign  ;rn re,  he  pitches  upon  thoae  thatahail  be  exe- 
"  cnted  before  they  are  bom." — "What!  hare  these 
"  poor  creatures  In  rJisins  done  no  harm  i" — "  O  yes !" 
says  the  sherilf,  "  the  king  coutrived,  that  their  parents 
"  shonlii  let  them  liilt,  and  breali  their  tegs,  before  they 
"  had  any  tuoivleJge !  Wbcu  they  came  to  years  of 
"  discretion,  he  commanded  them  to  rnn  a  race  wjtii 
"  broken  lega ;  aud,  because  they  cauuot  lio  it,  1 
"  am  going  to  see  them  quartered.  Some  of  them, 
"  besidea  thin,  have  bctn  obliged  to  fultil  the  king's 
"  leorct  snill,  and  bring  about  his  purposes!  and  they 
"  shall  tie  burned  in  yonder  deep  valley,  called  Tophel, 
"  for  their  trouble."— You  are  shocked  at  the  aheiiff'a 
account,  aud  begin  to  esposlalale  nlth  him  about  the 
freenttt  of  the  wrath  vBhich  hums  a  man  for  doing  the 
king's  will  i  but  all  llie  auswer  you  can  get  from  liim 
is,  that  which  you  giro  me  in  your  Fourth  Letter, 
(page  23,)  where  apeakiug  of  a  poor  reprobate,  yon 
say,  "  Sncb  au  oue  is  indeed  accomplishing"  the 
king's,  you  say,  "  God's  dei'rce,  but  he  carries  a 
dreadrul  majk  ui  bis  forehead,  that  such  a  decree  ia, 
that  be  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting  destruction 
from  the  presence  of  tlie  Lord"  of  tbe  country.  You 
cry  out,  "  God  deliver  me  from  the  hauda  ot  a  moaarch 
who  punUhrt  vilh  eiierlaiting  deitmclion  such  as 
accompliah  his  decree  t"  And  while  the  magistrate 
iniiiaates,  (hat  your  exclamation  is  a  dreadfUi  mark,  if 


Ml  Tnm  cnscB  - 

not  in  four  fbrtJuail,  at  Ivatt  upon  your  longvt,  lliat 
7<iu  yniiricK  shall  be  apprehended  againit  the  next 
(zccullun,  and  made  a  pablic  inBtance  of  the  king'i 
true  wrath,  yuur  blood  msi  rold,  yoa  bid  the  posti- 
Hod  tntn  tlic  tionea^  they  g^lop  fur  yoar  life,  aod 
the  niauenl  yim  get  oat  of  tlic  dreary  land,  yon  bins 
Ood  for  your  n arrow  cacape. 

May  reMon  and  icripiare  draw  yoor  >oaI  with  eqnil 
■peed  from  the  dlinial  Sclda  of  Colcn'i  Sovmignls,  V- 
tte  aniiliag  plami  of  primitive  Chtiitlanity  !  Hen 
yoa  bare  Ood'a  election,  whboBt  Caliln's  reprotaHon: 
Here  Christ  cbao)«ii  the  Jews  nitbout  rejecliDg  th« 
Qentile* ;  and  eleebi  Pcler,  Jamev,  and  Joba,  to  tbe 
enjoymeul  of  pecnliar  privilege.i,  ivlthuut  reprobating 
Hatlheir,  Thoimu,  and  Sunin.  Here,  nobody  is 
damned  for  not  doing  impassibililiea,  nr  for  doing  nbat 
he  ooali  not  possibly  bel|i.  Here,  all  that  are  saved 
enjoy  rctviirds,  throng  the  merits  of  Christ,  according 
to  the  dcETPCj  Df  I'l-niigcUcal  ohediciice  which  the  Lord 
enables,  not  forces,  tfaeiu  to  perform.  Here,^m  vrofi 
never  appeared ;  All  oor  damnuion  is  of  onreelTei, 
when  we  '  oeglect  such  grent  sali'ation,'  by  obstioately 
refnsitig  to  '  work  it  out  with  fear  and  Crembliog.'  Bn( 
tbls  is  not  all ;  here  fiee  grace  does  not  rejoice  over 
ttocki,  but  over  men,  who  gladly  confeaa''  that  their 
talvadon  is  all  of  God,  who  for  Christ's  sake  rectifies 
their  free  agency,  helps  their  infirmjtiei,  and  '  worki 
to  them  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  [Measure.' 
And  bom  the  teoor  of  tbe  scriptnre,  as  nell  as  from 
the  conseotof  all  nations,  and  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
it  appears,  that  part  of  God's '  good  pleasure'  towards 
man  Is,  that  he  shall  reniEun  invested  with  the  awfal 
power  of  choosing  life  or  death,  that  bis  will  shall  never 
be  forced,  and,  eonsequeotly,  that  overbearing,  irre- 
sistible grace,  shall  be  banished  to  tbe  laod  of  Coles's 
Soeereignls,  together  with  free,  absolute,  nnavoldabls 
wrath. 

Now,  honoured  Sir,  ^lermit  me  to  ask.  Why  does 
Ibis  doctrine  alarm  good  men  ^  '«\i«i»\ftSiAji[««i.fK*i 
Jeemed  AnedM,  who  date  iurt  Swe^Gii  ol>i»  iv 


sential  love,  Ennnannd  of  hiscorapaaslonatehumaniij'j 
and  mao  of  bis  cou-naCiiral  free-agency  ?  What  ate 
DonjiuicuJ  and  Calvin,  when  weighed  in  the  balance 
against  Aloses  and  Jesna  Christ  ?  Hear  ihe  great 
prophet  of  tbe  Jews :  ■  1  call  heaven  and  eartli  tu 
record  tliis  day  against  yon,  that  I  have  set  before  yon 
life  and  death,  blessing  and  cursing,  heaven  and  Aeli: 
tlierefure  dioo^e  life  that  ye  may  live.'  And'  he  that 
bath  ears'  not  yet  absolutely  stopped  by  prejudice, 
'  let  bim  hear'  tvhaC  the  great  Prophet  of  the  ChristimiB 
fays  npou  the  important  question  ;  '  I  am  come  that 
they  might  have  life; — all  things  are  now  ready, — bnt 
ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  lif^. — I 
would  have  gathei-ed  you,  and  ye  would  not,— -Becatwe 
I  bare  called  and  je  refused,  1  will  laugh  when  yunr 
destruction  cometh.  For  that  they  did  not  choose  ilie 
fear  of  the  Lord,  therefore  shall  they  eat,'  not  '  the 
fruit'  of  my  decree,  or  of  Adam's  bid,  but-'  of  their 
Dwo  pcrverie  way  ;  They  shall  be  filled  with  their  own 
doings.' 

If  these  woi'ds  of  Closes  and  Jesus  Christ  are  oiei- 
luobeil,  eboald  not,  at  least,  the  experience  of  near  six 
thousand  years  teach  the  world,  tliac  God  does  not  force 
rational  beiiign,  and  that,  when  he  tries  their  loyalty, 
he  does  not  obey  for  them,  but  gives  them  sufficient 
grace  to  obey  for  themselves  !  Had  nut  all  Ibe  angelg 
euQicient  grace  to  obey?  If  some  'kept  not  their 
first  eaiate,'  was  it  not  through  their  own  unfaith- 
fulness 1  What  evil  lias  our  Creator  done  ua,  or  what 
service  liave  devils  rendered  us,  lliat  we  shnald  fix  the 
blot  o/Caiviuian  reprobation  upon  the fotmei,  to  e<fcn»e 
the  rebellion  of  the  latter  ?  Did  not  Adam  and  Ere 
stand  »onie  time,  by  means  of  God's  sofficient  grace  ; 
and  might  they  not  have  stood  for  ever  ?  Have  not 
Uliconveited  mcu  sufficient  grace  tu  forsake  or  cumpl^n 
of  some  evil  I  to  perform,  or  attempt  some  good? 
Had  not  David  suflieieiit  grace  to  avoid  the  crimes  iiito 
which  be  plunged  !  Have  not  believers  sufficient 
power  to  do  more  good  than  they  do  !  And  <loct  aa^ 
tlie  ecriptare  address  siuuets,  (_5iinou  Wagra  wA  «*■- 


eepted,)  M  having  aufficicnl  grace  lo  pray  for  mo« 
gncr,  if  tLcjT  hare  not  yel  tinued  tbc  sin  ddiu  death? 

In  oppuHllou  to  the  abore-alated  dociriue  of  grta 
flfei  Tim  all,  u  well  u  fite  in  alt,  onr  Caltinian 
bn^Ihrra  lk<KTt,  that  Ood  biuds  lii:i  free  grace,  and  kecpl 
ll  frum  vidtiHg  millions  o(  •iiinen,  whom  tbuy  tail 
r»pnAalei. — Tiuj  teacb  that  Diaa  a  Dnt  iD  a  state  of 
prolniioQ,  that  hU  lot  is  absolaiely  catt;  a  cerauD 
Uttle  number  of  soalt  heing  iionioveably  Gxi'd  in  God'i 
tkioar,  iu  the  midaC  of  all  their  abomlnalioiis  ;  and  a 
eertaiu  vast  unmber  under  hit  eleruul  wrath,  in  tlie 
nldae  (if  the  nosi  linn^re  endeaTOars  lo  secure  hii 
fiiroai.  And  tlieir  teacher*  maintaiu,  that  the  namei 
of  tbc  foruer  were '  writlcD  in  thebouk  of  life,' nithuot 
any  riMpect  la  forenCEii  repentanw,  f^th  aud  otedienre ; 
while  the  iiamea  of  the  latter  were  put  Id  the  book  of 
dutli,  [io  ]  ciH  Iht  decree  of  rrpr(Aation,}  mereif  for 
tbc  lin  of  Adam,  without  any  regard  tu  jiersonal  iru- 
peaitenqr,  unbelief,  and  dinobedjcuce.  And  tliU  nar- 
row ^riice  and/ffe  icrath  iJii'y  rci-oiiiiiicud  lo  the  worid, 
■nder  the  cugagtag  name  oftft-vs  qbace.  /  ' 

This  doctrine,  dear  Sir,  we  are  in  conadeDCC  bound 
to  ojipore ;  not  ouly  because  it  is  Ihe  reverse  of  lb* 
other,  which  is  both  acriptural  and  rational ;  but  be- 
ewae  it  li  Inseparably  connected  with  docirinai  Anti- 
DMuianiaiD,  ai  your  Fourth  Letter  abandao^y  dcmon- 
•tnUea  :  Aud,  abore  all,  became  it  appears  lo  ns,  that 
II  files  a  blot  npou  all  the  divine  perfections.  Please, 
hononred  Sir,,ta  conaider  the  followlug  queries : 

What  become*  of  Ood'a  GnodBttt,  If  the  tokeni  of 
it,  which  he  givea  lo  millioua,  be  only  iulended  to 
eofaance  their  min,  or  cut  a  deceitful  veil  orer  hi* 
ererlatting  wrath? — What  becomes  of  his  Mtrtf, 
nhich  is  '  over  all  his  works,'  if  millions  were  for 
-  enr  excluded  from  the  least  intei'est  in  it,  by  an  ab> 
solute  decree  that  constitates  Ihem  ■  vessels  of  wrath' 
from  all  eternity  ? — What  liecunies  of  Ids  Juttice,  If  he 
Muteucea  myriads  apoa  myriads  to  everlasting  (ire, 
-  *  because  Ihey  have  aol  ^'aevei  ovi  ftit  bbsok,  of  his 
anly-begoitpa  Sou!'  when,  \i  *ei^«i>i^'«^»*-*a^ 
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he  was  theii-  Jesna,  their  Saviour,  Ihey  would  have 
beliered  a  moiiBtroDs  lie,  and  claimed  what  they  have 
DO  moi'e  right  to  than  I  have  to  the  crown  of  Englaud  i 
— Wlial  bPcoinea  of  his  ferocrty,  and  Iheoatk  he  Bvieari , 
that  *  he  wllleth  not  (he  death  of  a  sinner,'  If  he  never 
affords  mosl  sinners  snffldent  means  of  escaping  denial 
death  ?  If  he  sends  his  ambassadors  to  every  creatnre, 
dedariug  that '  all  things  are  naiv  ready'  for  their  sal- 
vation, when  notliiug  but'Tophct  is  prepared  of  old' 
for  (he  inevitable  destruction  uf  a  vast  majority  of  tliem  ? 
— What  becomes  of  hia  HoHneis,  if,  in  order  to  condemn 
the  reprobates  with  some  show  of  justice,  and  secnre  the 
end  of  his  deeree  uf  reprobation,  wbich  is,  that  millioni 
tkallabtoluUls  be  damned, he  absolutelyfixcsfAeflteanf 
of  Aeir  danination,  that  is,  their  sins  and  wickedness  ? 
— Whait  becomes  of  his  Tfitdem,  if  he  seriously  cs- 
poatalatea  with  sobU  as  dead  as  corpsew,  and  gravely 
urges  to  repentance  and  laith  persons  that  can  no  more 
repent  and  believe,  than  fishes  ean  speak  and  sing ,' — 
What  becomes  of  hia  Long-auffering,  if  lie  waits  to 
have  an  opportnnity  of  sending  the  reprobates  into  a 
deeper  bell,  and  not  to  give  them  a  lunger  time  to 
'  save  themselves  fi'Om  this  perverse  generation  ?' — 
What  of  his  Eqidtg,  if  there  was  mercy  for  Adam  and 
Eve,  viha,  peuonally  breaking  tbe  hedge  of  duty,  wan- 
tonly rushed  out  of  Paradise  into  this  howling  wilder- 
ness i  And  yet  there  is  no  mercy  for  millions  of  tbeir 
nnfotlimate  cbildreo,  whowerebom  inastateof  ainand 
[oisery,  without  any  ;ierjon a/ choice,  and  consequently 
without  any  personal 'sia. — And  wiiat  becomes  of  his 
OmniacieiKe,  ifhecaanotforeknowfulnrecoDtingeudes? 
If  to  foretel  without  a  mistake,  that  inch  a  thing  shall 
happen,  lie  mast  do  it  himself?  Was  not  Nero  as  I 
vise  in  this  respect  ?  Could  not  he  forctel  thu  Phebe 
ihonld  not  contiixie  a  virgin,  when  be  was  bent  upon  ' 
ravishing  her ;  that  Seneca  should  not  die  a  oataral 
death,  when  he  haddetermined  to  have  him  mardered;  , 
and  that  Crispos  should  fall  into  a  pit,  if  he  obliged  i 
him  to  ran  a  race  at  midnight  in  a  ?\aKc  lnWiA  y'*''-  I 
And  v/bat  old  woman  iu  the  WosAora  (;anii'4*i^TetvBflw 


loiHtl,  duU  a  dOj  tak  diall  be  told  al  tndi  an  hoiBf 
if  iha  b molted  to  tell  it  bcndf,  or  al  anyiate  to 
engaga  a  child  lo  do  it  for  ker  ? 

A0aia»  What  beeoBMt  of  Ood*i  Iiwfcy  kimimimt, 
•  wkkh  hate  bata  eter  of  old'  tovardi  te  duldrea  of 
■anr  Aad  what  of  his /fla^«f«lflfiCr»  if  BMat  BKa, 
ahtoialeijr  reprobated  lor  die  da  of  Adaa^  are  aeicr 
idaeed  io  a  state  of  pertooal  trial  and  proba^DB  ?  Deei 
nal  Ood  ase  them  lar  less  kiadl^  thaa  devils  who  a«c 
tried  everj  oae  lar  ldaouMlf»  and  mada  is  tlwlr  diabe* 
Heal  state,  beesMe  tfiey  hioafhl  it  apaa  timaadvet 
by  zpmrmHmi  choioe  ?  Astoidshiag!  That  tiw  Sen  of 
Ood  shoohi  tiare  been  flesh  of  the  flesh,  and  boae  of 
the  bone  of  ndilions  ol  bmb,  wheosyapon  te  CalfhoM 
»^eaie,  lie  nev«r  iodalged  so  itor  as  he  did  deifls! 
Wliata  hard-hearted  rdatioo  to  mjniada  of  hisldlow- 
«CB,  does  Cahrio  represent  oar Leed!  SnppooeSataa 
had  beooaie  oar  ilaswea  by  incamatkin,  and  had  by 
tfmt  meaai  got  *  the  right  of  redemption  /  would  he  not 
liave  acted  like  himself,  if  he  bad  aot  only  left  the  ma- 
jority of  them  in  the  depth  of  the  fall,  bat  enhaaoed 
their  misery  by  the  sight  of  hb  partiality  to  the  little 
flock  of  the  elect  ? 

Ooce  more,  What  becomes  of  Fair  Dealing,  if  Ood 
every  where  represent  sin  as  the  dreadful  evil  which 
canses  damnation,  and  yet  the  most  horrid  sins  '  work 
for  good'  to  some,  and,  as  you  intimate,  aecomphsh 
tktir  sahation  tkromgh  Christ  />— And  whatof  ifonerly, 
if  the  Ood  of  truth  himself  promises,  that  *  all  die 
families  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed  in  Christ? 'when 
he  has  carsed  a  vast  majority  of  them,  with  a  decree  of 
absolute  reprobation,  which  excludes  them  from  ob- 
taining an  interest  in  tliem,  even  from  the  foundation  €f( 
the  world. 

Nay,  what  becomes  of  his  Sovereigntp  itself,  if  it  be 

torn  from  the  mild  and  gracious  attributes  by  which  it 

is  tempered  ?   .If  it  be  held  forth  in  such  a  light  as 

renders  it  more  terrible  to  milUon8,tiian  the  sovereignty 

of  Nebuchadnezzar,  in  tYie  v^^vu  oI'&ut^^  v^^i^'vc^d  to 

DatueVB  companions,  "wYieu  *  ^iorDDi<A\ift^w^^«%i^ 


changed  against  them,'  aad  he  decreed  that  the)'  ahonld 
be'  cast  into  the  buming  fiery  funiace;'  for  they  might 
have  saved  their  bodily  liveft,  by  bowiag  to  the  golden 
image,  ivliiuh  was  a  thing  ia  their  power ;  hut  poor 
reprobates  can  escape  at  no  ratH :  The  horrible  decree 
ia  gone  fnrth  ;  they  ina^t,  in  spite  of  tiieir  best  eadeil- 
roun,  dmell  body  and  son!  vnlfi  eterlaiting  ittroingt. 

Aad  let  none  say,  that  we  wrong  the  CalTinian  de- 
cree of  repruhA^uo,  when  we  call  It  an  Aerribte decree ; 
for  Calvin  himself  is  honest  enouc;h  to  call  it  so.  VMe 
fact'im  est,  tot  Rentes,  una  cum  Merit  earum  infanlibia 
tEltTiuB  mOFli  involoeret  laptut  Adm  abigue  remedio, 
nisi  quia  Deo  ila  viiam  esi  ? — Decretuu  omaEM 
RoRRiBCLE,  /attar;  inficiari  lamen  nemo  potent,  fuiu 
pTificiveril  Demi  qveia  exituta  kabitartia  eatet  homo, 
anliqutan  Sptam  conderel,  el  idea  prieictBeril,  quia 
decreto  tao  »w  ardinarel.  That  is,  "  How  comes  it  to 
pass  that  so  many  uacions,  together  with  their  inlkiit 
children,  are  by  the  Tall  ot  Adam  inroked  in  eternal 
death  withoot  remedy,  unless  it  ia  becaase  God  weuld 
hare  it  so  ? — A  horrible  uecreb,  I  cuntbiis  t  Nerar- 
thelees,  nobody  can  deny  that  God  foreknew  wJiat 
wonid  he  man's  end  before  he  created  him,  and  that  he 
foreknew  it,  because  he  had  ordered  it  by  hla  decree." 
(Calv.  Inst.  Book  iii.  Chap.  23.  Sect  7.) 

This  is  some  of  the  contempt  which  Calvinism  pours 
upon  Ood's  perfections  :  These  are  some  of  the  blots 
which  it  lixe4  npou  his  word.— But  the  moment  ;Ban  is 
considered  as  a  canilidate  for  heaven,  a  probationer  for 
a  blissful  immortality  ;^tiie  moment  you  allow  him 
what  free  graie  bestows  upon  him,  that  is,  'a  Jay  of 
salvation,'  with  '  a  talcut' of  living  light  and  rectified 
free-agency,  to  enable  him  to  aork  fiiT  life  faithfully 
promised,  as  well  as  from  life  freely  Imparted; — (he 
moment,  I  say,  you  allow  this,  all  the  divine  perfec- 
tions ahine  with  unsullied  tuslrc  :  Aod,  aa  reanon  and 
majesty  returned  to  Nebucliadnez7.ar  after  Iiis  shameful 
degradacioti,  so  cnuiiBtency  and  native  dignity  are 
restored  to  the  ahnaed  orarlcs  of  God. 
Hafiag  thus  shown  the  incou'Uteuci  «l  ^:iis^v;^s,^a, 


•lul  the  rfasonabieiiMs  of  whai  yon  call  Uie  Weole]r»u, 
and  what  in  csKaa  the  Cfaristlaii,  Orlhodoxv,  (ao  £ir 
M  Ifosl  u  it  rMpecM  die  gracious  power  and  opporlq- 
Dlty  thai  man,  a>  redeemed  anil  prevented  bj  Christ, 
bM  Wirwi/br  A/>,orU>'iv<irkoDlbiiowD  Mlvstien,'} 
ll  h  bat  Jut  1  (bonld  consider  some  of  the  most  ]i1»i- 
rible  objectiona  whicli  are  urged  against  oar  doctrine. 

FiMT  UsiBcnoN. — "Yonr  Weileysu  scheme  pooti 
"  more  coiilempl  opon  the  dirloeperfeGliouslhaD  oort. 
"  What  bfcnmea  of  God's  Wudom,  if  he  gave  his  Son 
"  to  die  for  all  mankiDd,  when  he  foreknew  that  mon 
"men  wonid  never  be  btucfited  by  his  death;" 

Answek.— (1.)  God  foreknew  just  the  contrarr.- 
Alt  moo,  eren  thoM  wlio  perish,  are  benefited  by 
Chtisl'i  death :  Fur  all  enjoy,  tlirongli  him,  a  *  day  ij 
UlTation,'  and  a  llioo^and  blraeings  both  spirltnal  and 
temporal.  And,  if  all  do  nut  enjoy  hntreu  for  erer, 
they  may  still  tbaok  God  for  his  gracious  offer,  and  take 
the  bUuieupoD  themselves  for  their  ubatiaate  refa^al  of 
It. — (Z.)  God,  by  re- innlatitig  all  mankind  in  a  state  of 
probation,  for  ever  shuts  the  moulbs  of  ihore  who 
ctioose  *  death  ip  the  error  of  their  ways,*  and  clean 
himself  of  their  blood  before  men  an^  angels,  [f  he 
cannot  eternally  benefit  uobelievers,  he  etemall;  Tindi- 
cates  his  own  adorable  perfections.  He  can  say  to  tbc 
most  obstinate  of  all  the  reprobates,  "  '  O  Israel,  ihoa 
halt  destroyed  thysdf :  In  me  was  thy  help ;  bat  thou 
mxildnt  not  come  unto  me  that  (bou  mightest  have 
Bfe.'  Thy  destruction  ii  not  from  my  deere*,  but  fUw 
etPR  HeltTmining." 

Second  Ombctiom. — "  Tf  God  wills  all  men  to 
"  be  saved,  and  yet  many  are  damned,  i*  be  not  dls^ 
"  appointed  t  And  does  not  this  disappointment  argne 
"that  he  wants  either  windom  to  conlrire  the  mettna 
"  of  tome  nun's  salvation,  or  power  to  esecate  his 
"graeloos  detign!" 

Anbwek. — (I.)  God's  parpose  la,  that  all  men 
afaould  have  Bufficleot  grace  to  believe  accM^pg  to 
tftelr  dispensation  \  fliat  '  ta  sftia  ^le^ifii  Aall  he 
asved,  and  hts  wha  belic«e&  ucft  «'Kil.>»  insow*^ 
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God  caiinol,  tberefore,  be  diaappoiuted,  eren  when 
man's  free-agency  throws  in  tbe  weight  of  Glial  unbe- 
lief, and  tnrns  the  scale  of  probation  for  death.— (2.) 
Althongh  Christ  U  tbe  antbur  of  'a  day  of  salvation' to 
alJ,  yet  he  '  is' the  author  of  eternal  salaaliott'  lo  Dane 
'  obey  him,  by  working  otit  their  own 
salvation'  while  it  is  day. 

If  yon  say,  that  "Snppose  God  wilts  the  salvatioa  of 
"  a//,and  Done  can  besared  bat  lAe obedient, he  sboold 
"  make  all  obey :" — I  reply.  So  he  does,  by  a  rariety  of 
gmdoas  means,nhich  peranade.hat  do  not  force  them  ; 
For  he  says  himself,  '  What  conld  I  have  done  more  to 
my  vineyard  Aao  t  have  done .'' — "  Oh,  but  he  nliould 
"force  all  by  the  aovcreigo  power  of  ir  reals  tible  grace." 
VoD  might  as  wctl  say,  that  he  should  renonnee  his 
wi^dooi,  and  defeat  his  own  parpose  :  For  if  his  wit- 
inm  places  men  in  a  state  of  probation  ;  themomenthe 
farces  them,  he  takes  them  out  of  that  state,  and  oier- 
tnms  his  own  connsel ;  be  destroys  the  work  of  his 
bauds  ;  he  unmans  man,  and  saves  him,  not  as  a  ra- 
tional crealore,  but  as  a  stock  or  a  alone.  Add  to  this, 
that  forced  oteditnee  \s  a  contradiction  in  terms  ;  itls 
but  anoliier  word  for  Jicobedience,  at  least  in  the  ac- 
count of  biiD  who  sajs, '  Sly  sou,  give  me  thy  heart ;' 
obey  Die  witli  an  uncunstraiued,  free,  and  cheerful  will. 
In  a  word,  this  mauy '  are  willingly  ignoraat  of,'  that 
when  God  says  he  ■  wills  all  men  to  be  saved,'  he  wills 
tbeiu  to  be  tared  as  men,  according  to  his  own  method 
ot  salvation  laid  down  in  the  abot'c-menlioned  scrip- 
tures, and  not  in  their  own  way  of  wilful  tUsobedleDce, 
or  after  Calvin's  scheme  of  irresistible  giace. 

'niiRn  Objection. —  "You  may  spcah  agalnil 
<'  irreiiiiiile  grace,  bat  we  are  persuaded  that  nothing 
"  short  of  ii  is  snflident  to  make  us  believe  i  For  St. 
"  John  informs  ns,  that  the  Jews,  towards  whom  it 
"  was  not  cserted, couW  not  believe." 

Answer. — (1.)  Joseph  sud  to  bis  mistress,  '  How 
cat)  I  do  this  grefli  wickeduees?'  But  this  does  not 
prove  that  he  was  not  able  to  comiilj  wUV  \ict  ^e^^eft, 
if  lie  bad  been  to  minded.   The  Uutlvwas,*a»"iTO»* 
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the  PhtriKcg  had  *  Inried  thrir  tiknt,'  aad  dierafore 
ooold  Bot  iai|»rov«  it ;  wkile  otbcn  had  so  prorokcd 
Qodf  thit  he  had  « taken  it  torn  theai ;'  Ihef  had 
'  tiiiBed  onto  death.'  Bvt  oumI  of  theai  obaliaaieir 
held  thatcril,  which  was  an  inwaiooataMe  hindfawcf 
tofiiith)  and  to  them  onr  Lord  aaid,  *  How  can  ye  be- 
Uere,  who  reoeifehooonr  one  of  anodier  ?*  (S.)  I  wonder 
that  modern  PMestinariana  afaoald  make  ao  iMidb  of 
thit  icri|rtnte,  when  Angnatin  Aeir  father  aolvea  die 
aremittg  dimcultgr  with  the  ntmoet  readiaeiB  *.  **Ujon 
«.'aame,''«a]rflhe,*<wbytheJew8CP«tfB0fthtUere>  * 
*<Iqaickl]ranswer, BecOlueteyioeietf not:  ForGod 
''foresaw  their  eril  wiU»  and  foretold  it  by  the  pro- 
**  phet ;  and  if  he  blinded  thdr  eyes»  their  own  iHlh 
**  desenisd  this  also."— 'fhey  obstinately  aald,  **  We 
wUi  not  see,"  and  God  Jwtiy  said  at  last»  »  Yo  ikaU 
not  see." 

Fo^n  OajBcnoM .— ^'  Yon  freqoentiy  iMntioa  the 
**  parable  of  the  imlenU^  bat  take  care  to  say  Botfaiiu: 
"  of  the  parable  of  the  drg  bonet^  whirh  shows  not 
*'  only  the  absurdity  of  sapposing  that  men  can  work 
**  for  llfp,  but  tbe  propriety  of  expostulating  with  sonU 
«  as  void  of  all  spiritnal  life,  an  tbe  dry  bones  to  which 
''  Ezeltiel  prophesied." 

Answer. — (1.)  If  you  read  that  parable  without 
comment,  yon  will  see,  that  it  is  not  de8cripii?e  of  tbe 
spiritual  state  of  souls,  but  of  tbe  political  ccnditioii  of 
tlic  Jews,  during  their  captivity  in  Babylon.  They  were 
scattered  throughout  Chaldea,  as  dry  bones  in  a  valley ; 
nor  was  there  any  human  probability  of  their  being  col- 
lected to  form  agun  a  political  body.  Therefore  God, 
to  cheer  their  desponding  hearts,  favoured  Ezekielwitli 
the  vision  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dry  bones. — (2.) 
This  vision  proves  just  the  reverse  of  what  some  ima- 
gine :  For  the  dry  bones  are  thus  de8cril>ed  by  the  Lord 
himself,  '  These  bones  are  the  whole  house  of  Israel. 
Behold,  they  say,'  (this  was  tlie  language  of  their  de- 
spairing minds,)  *  Our  bones  are  dried,  our  hope  is  lost, 
we  are  cut  off  Cor  onx  \kWVa'  \\«c^^^*&  Utaelites, 
(coiopared  to  dry  bone*,^  ev<iu\A\QX^'^aft)iSi^^\^^Mi\^^ 


and  the  Spliit entei'eii  iulo  tlicin,  knew  lliclr misery,  and 
complained  of  it,  aaylng,  '  Our  honea  are  dried  up." 
How  far  then  were  they  from  being  as  iaseusibJe  as 
corpses  -'—(3.)  The  prophecy  to  the  dry  boiies  did  not 
consist  ill  threateninga  and  exhortaUnns  :  It  was  only 
of  the  declonitirc  liind.  Nor  wag  the  proniige  of  their 
reaurreciion  falfilled  in  the  Calrinian  way,  that  is,  irre- 
lisMli/.  For,  although  Gad  had  said,  '  I  tvill  open 
your  graves,'  that  U,  your  priHini,  '  and  will  bring  you 
out  of  them  into  your  own  land,'  we  find  that  multi" 
lodea,  when  their  graves  were  opened,  choae  to  continue 
in  them,  for  when  Neliemiah  and  E»a  breathed, 
under  Gml,  coni'age  into  the  dry  bants,  the  Jewiati 
captires  dispersed  throughout  Choidea,  many  preferred 
the  land  of  their  captivity  to  their  own  land,  and 
refused  to  return  :  So  that,  after  all,  their  political 
reErairection  turned  upon  their  own  choice. 

FouitTu  Objection. — ''  We  do  not  altogcilier  go 
"  bytlie  parahle  of  the  dry  bones,  when  we  affirm  there 
"  is  noabsarditytn  preaching  to  sonlsas  dead  as  corpses. 
"  Wo  have  the  example  of  our  Lord  aa  well  as  that  of 
"  Ezeliiel.  Did  he  not  say  to  Lazarus,  when  he  was  ' 
"  dead  and  bnricd.  Come  forth  f" 

Ariswea.— If  Chriat  had  called  Lazaros  ont  of  the 
grave  wiihont  giving  him  power  to  come  forth,  his 
friends  wonld  have  had  some  reason  to  inspect  that  he 
was  '  besides  himselfi'  How  moch  more,  if  they  had 
beJU'd  him  call  a  thouaond  corpses  ont  of  their  grarea, 
denouncing  to  all,  that  if  they  did  not  rise,  they  ahoulil 
be  '  cast  into  a  t^uie  of  dre,'  and  eaten  up  '  hy  a  wurm 
that  dieth  not ! '  1 1  ia  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Christ  never 
commanded  bat  one  dead  man  to  come  out  of  the  grave ; 
and  the  inntant  he  gave  him  tlie  command,  be  gave  him 
also  power  to  obey  it.  Hence  we  conclude,  tliat  as  (he 
Lord  '  commands  all  men  every  where  to  repent,'  he 
gives  them  all  power  «u  to  do.  But  gome  Calvinists 
argue  jnst  the  reverse.  "  Chriat,"  say  they,  "called 
"  wwcorpse  without  naingaay  entreaty,  tlireateninii,  or 
"  promise ;  and  he  gave  it  power  to  o\w.^  -.  T\«n«^™c 
"  when  he  calk  n  Anurfre(idcn(lwnjls,an4  entotccaVx^ 

Vol.  I.  U 
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**  call  with  the  ip^atest  variety  of  expostalations,  threat- 
**  euings,  and  promises,  he  gives  power  to  obey  only 
*'  to  two  or  three:*  What  an  inference  is  this :  How 
worthy  of  the  cause  which  it  supports  ! 

In  how  contemptible  a  light  does  our  Lord  appear, 
if  he  says  to  souls  as  dead  as  Lazarus  in  the  grave,  '  All 
the  day  long  have  I  stretched  out  my  hands  unto  yon. 
Turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?  Let  the  wicked  forsake 
his  way,  and  I  will  have  mercy  upon  him  :  But  if  he 
will  not  turn,  I  will  whet  my  sword,  I  have  bent  my 
bow  and  made  it  ready  ;  I  have  also  prepared  for  him 
the  instruments  of  death/ 

I  once  saw  a  pass^puate  man  unmercifully  beating  ami 
damning  a  blind  horse,  because  he  did  not  take  to  the 
way  in  which  he  would  have  him  go  ;  and  I  came  up 
just  when  the  poor  animal  fell  a  lamed  victim  to  its 
driver's  madness.  How  did  I  upbraid  him  with  his 
cruelty,  and  charge  him  with  unparalleled  extravagance ! 
But  I  now  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  than  parralleled  by  the 
conduct  of  the  imaginary  being,  whom  some  recomtheud 
to  the  world  as  a  wise  and  merciful  God  ?  For  the 
besotted  driver  for  some  minutes  expostulated,  in  his 
way,  with  a  livings  though  blind  horse  ;  but  the  sup- 
posed maker  of  the  Calvinian  decrees  expostulates  *  all 
the  day  long'  with  souls,  not  only  as  blind  as  beetles, 
but  as  dead  as  corpses.  Again,  the  former  had  some 
hopes  of  prevailing  with  his  living  beast  to  turn  ;  but 
what  hopes  can  the  latter  have  to  prevail  with  dead 
corpses,  or  with  souls  as  dead  as  they  ?  What  man  in 
his  senses  ever  attempted  to  make  a  corpse  /wrw,  by 
threatening  it  sword  in  hand,  or  by  bending  the  bow  and 
levelling  an  arrow  at  its  cold  and  putrid  heart  ? 

But  suppose  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  and  that  of 
the  dry  bones,  did  not  overthrow  Calvinism,  wonld  it  be 
reasonable  to  lay  so  much  stress  upon  them  ?  Is  a  dead 
soul  in  every  respect  like  a  dead  body  ;  and  is  moral 
death  absolutely  like  natural  death  ?  Can  a  parabolical 
vision,  wrested  from  Us  o\iv\ous  meaning,  supersede  the 
plainest  declaratioiTs  oi  CV\m\.,  ^\vo  ^w^^x^^^i^^dresses 
sinners  as  free  aseuls>  S>\vo\M\io\.Tft^\^^V^x^,^xa>^'^- 


ri^oQS,  aud  parables,  be  auSerpd  to  walk  ci 
sooable  men  ?  la  it  righl  to  niafcc  thcffl  go  upon  ali 
/our,  libe  tiie  stupid  ox  ?  What  loads  of  heterodoxy 
have  degraded  parables  brought  into  the  church  ?  And 
how  successfully  has  error  carried  on  har  trade,  by  deal- 
log  ia_figUTalite  expreuiont  taken  in  a  literal  aeiai .' 

•  This  is  ray  body,'  says  Christ.  "  Tlieretbre  bread  U 
tleah,"  says  the  Papist,"  and  traasubstantlatiouii  trae." 
— '  These  dry  bonea  are  the  honse  of  Israel,"  sap  (he 
Lord ;  "Therefore  Calvinism  is  true,"  soya  my  objector, 
"  and  we  can  do  no  more  (awards  ourcanFersion,  than 
dry  bones  towards  their  resurrection." — "  Lost  sin- 
ners" are  represented  in  the  gospel  as  a  "  lost  piece 
of  silFcr."  "  Therefore,"  says  the  anthor  of  Pielat  Ox- 
oniemis,  "  they  can  no  more  seek  God,  than  the  piece 
conld  seek  tlie  woman  who  had  lost  it." — '  Christ  il 
the  Sod  of  God ,'  says  St.  Peter :  "  Therefore,"  says  Aritu, 
"  he  is  not  co-elerual  with  the  Father,  for  1  am  not  fd 
old  as  my  pat  cuts.  "—And  I,  who  have  a  right  to  b«Ba 
wise  as  any  of  them,  hearing  oar  Lord  say,  that  '  the 
seven  chorcbea  arc  seven  candlesticks,'  prove  by  it,  that 
the  seven  churches  can  no  more  repent,  than  three  pair 
and  a  half  of  randlcaticka,  or,  if  you  please,  seven  pEdr 
«f  snnffera!— And  shall  we  pretend  to  overthrow  the 
general  tenor  of  the  scripture  by  such  conclusions  as 
tlieae  ?  Shall  not,  rather,  unprejudiced  persons  of  every 
denomination  agree  to  turn  such  argnmenta  oat  of  the 
Chnstiau  church,  with  as  much  indignation  as  Christ 
tnrned  the  oxen  Oat  of  tlie  Jewish  temple  ? 

Permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  Ut  give  you  two  or  three 
iDStaDCCi  moreof  an  undue  stretching  of  some  particular 
words,  fortliesupportof  some  Calvinian  errors,  Accord- 
ing to  the  oriental  style,  a  follower  of  wisdom  is  chilled 
'  a  son  of  wisdom;'  and  one  that  deviatca  from  her' 
pathH, '  a  eon  oI[  folly."  By  tlie  same  mode  of  speech,  a 
wicked  man,  coosidered  as  wicked,  is  called  '  Satan,  a 
SDQ  of  Belial,  a  child  of  the  wicked  one,  and  a  child  of 
the  devil.'  On  the  other  hand  a  man  who  turns  froni 
the  devil's  works,  and  does  the  work*  at  Gai,Vi>«.- 
lierlug  iti  him,  h  tailed  'a  rhUd,  ot  a  mjm  oV  G-A: 
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Hence  the  pMiiiif  ftom  the  wip  of  Stiaa  lo  tbe  waya 
of  God,  waf  nitnnUy  aSkAcmmir$lm  aod  •  MwMfift, 
■•  laif^jriog  a  tanilBg  inm  sfai.  a  paagiag  into  the 
flMily  of  God,  asd  betaf  auiberad  anoag  the  godlj. 

HcDcefone  dlvinety  wIm>»  like  Nieodorat,  canMlbe 
tbeeEprearfoMofnMv  §irtk,ekMif  €hdfmDd$dm^ 
Gwdf  aiaert,  that  lf,iMB  who  oiiee  watted  la  God's 
wajty  tara  back,  erea  late  adaheryyanuder^aadiaceit, 
tkej  are  itill  God's  if&rj^mfk,  aad  p9m§imi  Mkfrm, 
ia  the  gotpel  Mate  of  the  wotdR.  tlief  aric»  **  Caa  a 
**  OMa  be  a  chHd  of  God  to-day,  aad  a  diOd  of  the 
^  devil  to-Biorroir?  Oaa  he  be  bora  thb  fvedr,  aad 
^^aaborathe  aezt?"  A^d  wMi  tfiete  ^peftloai  they 
at  mach  tkiak  they  have  oterthiowa  the  doctrtae  of 
hottaeM,  aad  ooe  hdf  of  the  1llble»  at  honeal  N)po* 
deniBS  topposed  he  had  deaiolidied  the  doctriae  of 
regeaerarioQy  and  aloppeil  oar  Loid'i  mooth,  when  he 
nid,  'CaaamaaenteratccoadtfanefaitohlanMCher'i 
womb  and  be  born  ?' 

The  qneftionii  of  our  breAren  would  be  easily  an- 
swered, if,  setting  aside  the  oriental  mode  of  speeeb, 
they  simply  asked,  **  May  one  who  has  *  ceased  to  do 
evil,  and  learned  to  do  well  to-day,  cease  to  do  well,  and 
learn  to  do  evil'  to-morrow  t"  To  this  we  conld  directly 
reply,  if  the  dying  thief,  the  Philippian  jidlor,  and 
mnltitndes  of  Jews,  in  one  day  went  over  from  the  wm 
of/bU$  to  the  9on9  o/wUdom,  where  is  the  absurdity 
of  saying,  they  conld  measure  the  same  way  back  again 
in  one  day ;  and  draw  beck  into  the  horrid  womb  of  sin 
as  easily  as  Satan  drew  back  into  rebdlion,  Adam  Into 
dilobedienoe,  David  into  adultery,  Solomon  into  ido- 
latry,  Judas  into  treason,  and  Ananias  and  Sapphire 
into  covetousness  ?  When  Peter  had  shown  himself  a 
blessed  sou  of  heavenly  wisdom,  by  confessing  Jesus 
Christ,  did  he  even  stay  till  the  next  day  to  become  a 
son  of  folly,  by  following  the  *  wisdom  which  isearihlyy 
sensual,  and  devilish  ?'  Was  not  our  Lord  directly 
obliged  to  rebuke  him  with  the  utmost  severity,  by 
saying,  «  Get  thee  beYAuOi  m^,^«toJxV 
Multitudes,  who  Uve  m  o^u  Axi,\«SS^  'eo.^a  \tfi^it» 


of  heaveu  upon  a  similar  mistake ;  I  mean,  upon  the 
UDScriptural  idea  which  tbej  fix  [□  the  scriptural  word 
shtep.  "  Once  T  heiird  the  Shepherd'a  vDice,"  saya  one 
of  these  Laodicean  souls  J  "  I/o/(oieerf  Aim,  and  there- 
"  fore  I  was  one  of  Ma  thetpi  and  now,  though  I 
"  follow  the  TOice  of  a  ilranger,  who  leads  me  into  all 
"  manner  of  sins,  into  adultery  and  murder,  I  am 
"  nndoublEdly  a  sheep  still  :  For  it  was  nei-er  heard 
"  that  a  sheep  became  a  gnat."  Such  persons  do  not 
obscrre,  that  our  Lordealts '  sheep'  lAuae  mho  hear  hii 
mice,  and  '  goats'  Mole  Kha/oUoiB  lAal  of  Ihelenptir. 
Nor  do  they  consider  that  if  Sanl,  a  gricoos  wolf, 
'  breathing  staugliter'  against  Christ's  sheep,  and 
*  making  havoc'  of  his  licilu  flock,  could  in  a  short 
time  be  chanced  both  Into  B  sheep  and  a  shepherd ; 
Dacid,  an  harmless  sheep,  could,  in  as  short  a  time, 
comnience  a  goat  with  Bathsheba,  and  prove  a  wolf  In 
sheep's  clothing  to  her  husband. 

Pardon  me,  honoured  Sir,  if,  to  make  my  mistaken 
brethreu  ashamed  of  their  argument,  I  dedicue  to  ihem 
the  following  soliloquy,  wherein  1  reason  upon  their 
OWN  plan  : 

"  'ITiose  rery  Jews  whom  tlie  Baptist  aod  our  Lord 
called  '  a  brood  of  vipers  and  serpents,'  were  hoon 
after  compared  to  '  cliickens,' which  Christ  wanted  '  to 
gather  as  a  hen  docs  her  brood."  What  a  wonderfnl 
change  was  here  !  Theeijier*  became  chickens!  .■  Now, 
as  it  was  never  heard  fliat  chickens  became  vipers,  I 
conclude  Chat  Chose  Jews,  even  when  they  came  about 
our  Lord  like  '  fat  bulli  of  Basan,'  like  '  ramping  and 
roaringlious,' were  true  chickens  still.  And  iodeed, 
why  should  not  they  have  been  as  tree  chickens,  as 
David  was  a  true  sheep  wheo  he  mnrdered  Uriah  ?  I 
abhor  tiie  doctrine  which  maintains  that  a  man  may 
be  a  chick  or  a  sheep  to-day,  and  a  viper  or  a  goat  to- 

"  But  I  am  a  little  embarrassed.  If  none  go  to  hell 
bntfouM,  and  none  to  heaven  hvMheep,  where  shaU  the 
chickeni  ga?  Where,  'the  wo\ve3ina\ieeVst\ii>ii\'niV 
And  in  what  iimdas  of  bcatea  or  heV\  sVia.Wwe^vA'^W- 
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*  fox  Herod/  the  dogt  who  *  retarn  to  their  Tomik/aod 
the  ivme,  before  whom  we  must '  not  cast  our  pearls?' 
Are  they  all  species  of  goats,  or  some  pardcnlar  kind 
of  sheep  ? 

"  My  difficulties  increase  ?  The  church  is  called  a 
dote,  and  Ephraim  a  silly  dove.  Shall  the  eillj^  dove  be 
admitted  among  the  vheep  ?  Her  case  seems  rather 
doobtful.  'l*he  hair  of  the  sponse  in  the  Canticles  is 
likewise  said  to  be  like  *  a  flock  of  goats,'  and  Christ's 
abepherdf  are  represented  as  '  feeding  kida,  or  yoan^ 
gOBtaf  beside  tlieir  tents.'  I  wonder  if  those  jrocni^  foa/i 
became  young  sheep,  or  if  they  were  all  doomed  to 
continue  reprobates!  But  what  puzzles  me  most  is, 
that  the  Babylonians  are  in  the  same  rerse  compared 
to  '  lambs,  rams,  and  goats  :'  Were  they  mongrel  elect, 
or  mongrel  reprobates,  or^some  of  Elisha  Coles's  epiri- 
tual  monttere  /" 

I  make  this  ndiculous  soliloquy,  to  shew  the  absurdity 
and  danger  of  resting  weighty  doctrines  upon  so  aandy 
a  foundation  as  the  particular  sense  which  some  good 
men  give  to  a  few  scriptui-al  expressions,  stretched  and 
abused  on  the  rack  of  my  countryman  Calvin  ;  especially 
such  expressions  as  the:*e,  *  a  child  of  God,  a  sheep,  a 
goat,'  and,  above  all,  *  the  dead  in  sin/ 

Upon  this  last  expression,  you  seem,  honoured  Sir, 
chiefly  to  rest  the  merit  of  your  cause,  with  respect  to 
viorking  for  life.  Witness  the  following  words  ;  "That 
we  are  to  work  for  life  is  an  assertion  most  exceedingly 
self-contradictory,  if  it  be  a  trutli  that  man  is  •  dead  in 
trespasses  and  [sins.***  Had  you  given  yourself  the 
trouble  of  reading,  with  any  degree  of  attention,  the 
42d  page  of  the  Vindication,*  you  would  have  seen 
your  difficulty  proposed  and  solved  :  Witness  the  fol- 
lowing words,  which  conclude  the  solution  :  *'  In  this 
scriptural  view  of  free  grace,  what  room  is  there  for  the 
ridiculous  cavil,  that  Mr.  W.  wants  the  dead  to  work 
for  life  /'* — Had  I  been  in  your  place,  I  confess,  ho- 

»   Vol.  L  p.  25a 
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UDured  Sir,  1  could  not  hate  produced  ibal  cavil  agaJu, 
without  atteiQpliDg  at  lea^t  to  wipe  off  the  ridicQle  put 
upon  it.  I  should  think,  truth  has  better  weapons  with 
nblcb  to  defend  herself  than  a  veil.  1  grant  that  the 
rererend  divine,  whose  second  yoa  are,  has  publicly 
Cfuf  a  eefj  oi'er  all  njy  arguments,  under  Ihe  name  of 
mutakes:  But  could  yoa  posilbly  iJi ink,  that  Ms  veil 
was  thict  enough  to  corer  them  from  the  eyes  of  nn- 
prtjndiced  readers,  and  palliate  your  anaweriog,  or 
seeming  to  answer  me,  without  taking  notice  of  my 
arguments  !  But  if  you  east  a  reil  over  them,  I  shall 
now  endeavour  to  do  yonr'a  j'lslire,  acd  clear  the  iDat- 
tcr  a  little  farther. 

I.  Availing  yourself  of  St.  Paul's  words  t«  Ihe  Ephe- 
aiana  and  Colossiaiis,  '  Vou  liaib  He  qaickeued,  who 
were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins;  and  you,  being  deadiu 
yonr  sins,  hath  He  quickened  together  with  him  ;"  you 
dwell  upon  the  absurdity  of  "  expecting  living  actious 
from  B  dead  corpse,"  or  living  works  from  a  dead  soul. 

1.  I  wonder  at  the  partiali^  of  somepersons  :  If  we 
assert,  that  "  strong  believers  are  dead  to  sin,"  (hey 
tell  ns  very  properly  that  such  are  not  so  dead,  bnt  they 
maycommitsin  if  they  please,  or  if  they  are  off  (heir 
watch.  But  it  wo  say,  that  "  many,  who  are  dead  in 
Bin,  are  not  so  dead,  but  In  the  sireiigth  imparted,  to- 
gether with  the  light  that  enlighteus  every  man,  Oiey 
may  leave  olT  some  of  their  sins  if  they  please,"  we  arc 
exclaimed  against  as  using  metapbysieal  distiOctions, 
and  dead  must  absolutely  mean  ImpolenI  ata  eorpie. 

2.  The  wo^d  dead,  &c.  is  frequently  used  iu  the 
scriptures  tu  denote  a  particular  degree  of  helplessness 
and  inactivity,  very  short  of  the  total  helplessness  of  a 
eorpse.  We  read  of  tlie  deadaeit  of  Sarah's  womb,  and 
of  Abraham's  body  being  E^eaij,'  and  be  must  beaslrong 
Calvloist  indeed,  who,  from  such  expressions,  peremp~ 
torlly  asserts,  that  Sarah's  rfeatf  womb  was  as  unlit  for 
conception,  and  Abraham's  dead  body  for  generation, 
OS  if  they  both  had  been  "  dead  corpses."  Christ  writes 

,  b>  the  Church  of  Sardis,  '  1  know  thy  works  ;  thou  hast 
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a  name  to  live,  aud  art  dead  :'  Bot  it  is  evident,  that, 
dead  m  they  were,  something  remaiued  alire  in  them, 
th'iugh,  lilte  the  siuokinf  flax,  it  was  '  ready  to  die:' 
Witness  the  words  that  follow,  'Be  watchful,  and 
strengthen  the  things  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to 
die.'  Now,  Sir,  if  the  dead  Sardians  could  work  /or 
Ufe,  by  <  strengthening  the  things'  belonging  to  the 
Christian  <  which  remained'  in  them  ;  is  it  modest  to 
decide  ^  cathedra,  tliat  the  dead  Epbesiaos  and  Colos^- 
sians  conld  not  as  well  worlt  for  Itfe,  by  '  strengthening 
the  things  that  remained  and  were  ready  to  die,'  onder 
their  own  dispensation  ?  U  it  not  evident  that  a  bean 
of  *  the  Light  of  the  world'  still  shone  in  their  hearts, 
f)r  that  the  Spirit  still  strove  with  them  ?  If  they  had 
absolutely  quenched  Him,  would  he  have  helped  them 
to  believe  ?  And  if  they  had  not,  was  not  there  some- 
thing of  '  the  Light  which  enlightens  every  man,'  re- 
maining in  them ;  with  which  they  both  could,  and 
did  work  for  life,  as  well  as  the  dead  Sardiaus  ? 

3.  The  absurdity  of  always  measaring  the  meaning  of 
the  word  dead,  by  the  idea  of  a  dead  corpse,  appears 
from  several  other  scriptures.  St  Paul,  speaking  of  one 
who  grows  wanton  against  Christ,  says,  *  She  thatliveth 
in  pleasure,  is  dead  while  she  liveth.'  Now,  if  this 
means  that  she  is  entirely  devoid  of  every  degree  of 
spiritual  life,  what  becomes  of  Calvinism  ?  Suppose  all 
that  live  in  pleasure  are  as  dead  to  God  as  corpses,  what 
became  of  the  everlasting  life  of  Lot,  when  he  lived  in 
pleasure  with  his  daughters?  Of  David  with  Bath- 
shcba,  and  Solomon  with  his  idolatrous  wives  ^  When 
the  same  apostle  observes  to  the  Romans,  that  their 
*  body  was  dead  because  of  sin,'  did  he  really  mean 
they  were  already  dead  corpses  ?  And  when  he  adds, 
'  Sin  revived,  and  I  died,'  did  Calvinian  death  really 
pass  upon  him  ?  Dead  as  he  was,  could  not  he  com- 
plain like  the  dry  bones,  and  ask,  *  Who  shall  deliver 
me  from  this  body  of  death?*  Again,  when  our  Lord 
says  to  Martha,  *  He  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 
were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live,'  does  he  not  intimate^ 
that  there  is  a  work  consistent  with  the  degree  of  death 


eternal  life  ? 

4.  From  these  nnd  the  like  aciiptures,  It  k  evident, 
thai  ibcre  are  diSeretit  degrees  of  spiritual  death,  wbtch 
yoaperpetnElly  eoQfonnd.— {1.)  Tplal  desth,  or  a  foil 
departure  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  'HiiapSEied  upon  Adam, 
aod  all  miiDliiDd  in  him,  wheu  he  bst'Ood'o. moral 
image,  fell  into  selfish  uatnre,  and  was  burled  Id  sin, 
guilt,  ehame.and  horror. — (2.)  Death  freely  visited  with 
a  seed  of  life  in  our  fallen  repre^^nlative,  and  of  coarse 
in  all  his  posterity,  during  the  day  of  Iheir  visitation.— 
(3.)  Death  opprcssia^  this  living  seed,  and  holding  It 
'  iii  unrighteousness','  which  was  the  death  of  the  (!phe- 
sians  and  Coloasiani'.— (4.)  Death  prevailing  again  over 
the  livinj;  seed,  after  it  had  been  potvcrfully  quicbeued, 
and  burying  it  in  xin  and  wickednegs.  This  was  the 
death  of  David  during  his  apostacy,  and  is  still  that  of 
all  who  once  believed,  but  now  live  in  laodlcean  ease 
or  Sardiau  plcaaore. — And,  (5.)Tlie  death  of  confirmed 
apoetates,  who,  by  absolutely  qoeochiug  '  the  spirit  of 
Life  in  Christ  Jeans,'  the  Second  Adam,  are  fallen  into 
the  mlierable  state  of  natnre  and  total  helplessncGS,  in 
which  the  first  Adam  was  when  God  preached  to  hiai 
the  gospel  of  hia  qDlchealng  gtace.  Theie  are  said  by 
St.  Jode  to  be  ticice  dead ,-  dead  by  Adam's  total  apos- 
tacy  from  God,  and  dead  by  iheii;  own  per>a[ial  and 
liiial  apostacy  from  '  the  Liijht  of  lli^wotld.' 

II.  'I'he  fonndatton  of  the  CrisplaD  Babel  b  literally 
laid  in  confusion.  When  you  have  coiifbuuded  oil  the 
degrees  of  i<|)iritual  death,  wc  may  naturaUy  expect  to 
t^eeyou  cunfoundall  the  degreesof  spiritual  life,  uhich 
rmr  Lord  meant  when  hcsaid.'lamcQme  that  they  may 
have  life,  and  that  they  may  have  it  inote  abundantly.' 
"  .\11  that  ate  quicteued,"  do  you  say,  "are  pardoned 
and  JDsmied  I"  As  if  a  man  could  uot  be  quickened 
to  see  his  sina  and  reforui,  before  he  is  quickened  si 
believe  in  Christ  as  to  reeeive  the  pardou  and  justificft- 
tion  mentioned  Col.  ii.  13,  ami  Rum.  i-.  1.  
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If  jroa  Rtd  the  tcriptiret  widioat  pr^dke,  yovidll 
see  that  theie  an  Nereiml  degrees  of  f^iitoal  Hfe,  or 
qvickenlog  power.^(10Tbe  living  *  Uikt  whi^  thinet 
to  th0  darkoew'  of  eversr  an  daring  the  dnj  of  hb 
vbltttkm^— (8.)  Tie  UIb  of  the  relwofaig  ihiiier»  whe- 
ther he  hu  idwmia  lived  to  opearin^M  the  Pal4ican,<Nr 
once  walhed  to  the  waye  of  Qod,  aa  Davidw— (3.)  The 
lUe  or  the  Heathen,  who,  Uhe  Cor»eiina, « ftais  God  aad 
works  righteoasaeai'  according  to  his  light,  ««4  Is  ac- 
cepted to  his  dispensattoa.^(4.)  The  Ufii  of  ^  i^oai 
lew,  who,  like  Sanrnd,  fears  CM  from  his  yenth.  This 
degree  of  life  is  fiur  superior  to  the  preo^ng,.  being 
cherished  h]r  the  traditions  oT  the  patt&udis,  tiie  bookn 
of  the  01dTestaBent,tfae  sacnmenta,  priests,  prophets, 
temple,  sabbaths,  sacriiiors,  and  odMNT  menns  of  grace, 
belonging  to  the  Jewish  economyw— (5.)  The  life  of  the 
feeble  Ghiistlan,  or  disciple  of  JfOia,  whoto*baptised 
with  water  onto  repentance  fer  tlie  remission  of  dns,' 
and  beUering  to  <the  Lamb  of  God,'  immediately 
pointed  out  to  him,  enjoys  the  Ueasings  of  the  primitiTe 
Christians  before  the  day  of  Pentecost— And,  (€.}  The 
still  more  abundant  life,  the  life  of  the  adult  or  perfect 
Christian,  imparted  to  him  when  the  love  of  God,  or 
power  from  on  high,  is  plentifolly  shed  abroad  in  his 
believing  soul,  on  the  day  that  Christ  <  bf^^tizes  him 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  An,  to  sanctify  him 
wholly,  rjid  seal  him  uuto  the  day  of  redemption.' 

III.  When  yon  have  overlooked  all  the  degrees  of 
spiritual  death  and  life,  what  wonder  is  it  that  you 
should  confound  all  the  degrees  of  acceptance  and  di- 
vine favour,  with  which  God  blej»seB  the  children  of 
men !  Permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  bring  also  this  arti- 
cle of  the  Christian  fedth  out  of  the  Calvinian  tower  of 
Babel,  where  it  has  too  long  been  detained. 

1.  L  have  already  proved,  that  in  consequence  of  the 

love  of  benevolence  and  pity,,  with  which  <God  loved 

the  world,'  and^hrough  the  *  propitiation  tahich  ChriH 

made  for  the  sins  of  theyj\ic^«  vioiVdi,  Wsa  fcc«  %ift  of  an 

accepted  tim^,  and  a  Aa>j  oi  lai^^oti,  ^la^  ^s^^^rkw  tS^ 
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men.'  In  Iliis  sense  they  are  all  accepted,  nnd  Eent'Co 
work  in  ihe  vineyard  of  their  respective  dhpensRtmils. 
This  degree  of  acseplanee,  with  the  seed  of  light,  Ufr, 
aud  power  tliai  accompanies  it,  is  certainly  previous  to 
any  work  ;  and,  in  virtue  of  It,  infants  and  complete 
idiots  go  to  heaven,  far  '  of  ench  Is  ^e  kEngdom  of 
God.'  A.s  they  are  not  capable  of  barjing  or  improving 
their  talent  of  inferior  acceptance,  they  are  admitted 
irith  it  to  an  inferior  degree  of  glory. 

2.  While  many  abandoned  Heathens,  and  those  who 
Aillow  their  abominalile  ways,  bury  tbcir  lolentto  the 
last,  and  lose  it,  tagetlier  nJth  the  degree  of  acceptance 
they  ouce  enjoyed  in  or  throneh  ■  the  Beloved  ;'  some, 
by  improving  it,  are  accepted  ilia  higher  manner,  and, 
like  Cornelius,  receive  tokens  of  locretiing  favour.  The 
lore  of  pity  and  benerolencc  whicb  God  bore  them, 
IB  now  miKcd  with aome love  of  complacenceand delight. 

3.  Faithful  Jews,  or  those  who  are,  ander  their  dis- 
pensation, improving  a  superior  naniber  of  talents,  are 
accepted  in  a  enpeiior  manner,  and  as  a  token  of  it  they 
are  made  '  rulers  over  live  cities,'  they  partake  a. 
greater  grace  here,  and  greater  glory  hereafter, 

4.  John  the  Baptist  and  his  disciples, — I  meau  Cbris- 
tians  who  hiivc  not  yet  been  '  baptized  with  the  Holy 
phost  and  with  fire,'— are  yet  more  highly  accepted  : 
For  Johu,and  the  sonbi  who  live  ap  to  the  height  of 
his  dispensation, 'are  'great  in  tbe  sight,  and  favour  of 
the  Lord.'  They  exceed  alt  those  who  attain  only  to  ■ 
the  perfection  of  Inferior  economies, 

5.  But  those  Christians  who  live  in  flic  kingdom  of 
Ood,  wbldi  was  opened  to  believers  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, whose  hearta  burn  with  his  love,  and  flame  with 
his  glory,  are  accepted  in  a  still  higher  degree  :  For 
onr  Lord  iiifurms  as,  that,  great  as  John  himself  was, 
'  the  least  In  the  kingdom  of  Ood  is  greater  than  he  ; 
and  as  a  token  of  superior  acceptance,  he  shall  be  made 
'  luler  over  ten  cities ;'  be  shall  enter  moredeeply  'Into 
the  joy  and  glory  of  bis  Lord,' 

Althongh  cone  arrence  viith  grace  giuen  \a  twesssr^, 
to  order  to  these  four  last  aegtec&  ol  wce^xatttt,  m™«. 
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cujoy5  them  bat  in  and  thrmigh  '  the  Beloved :'  For  as 
his  blood  is  the  noeritorioos  spring  of  all  oar  pardons, 
so  his  Spirit  is  the  inexhaustible  foantaln  of  all  oor 
graces.  Nor  are  we  less  indebted  to  him  for  power,  to 
*  be  worlcers  together  with  God'  in  the  great  bnsiness 
of  our  salfation,  than  for  all  the  other  wonders  of  his 
unmerited  goodness  and  redeeming  love. 

Let  nobody  say,  that  the  doctrine  of  these  degrees  of 
acceptance  is  founded  upon  metaphysical  distinctions, 
and  exceeds  the  capacity  of  simple  Christians  :  For  a 
child  of  ten  years  old  understands,  that  he  may  be  ac- 
cepted to  run  a  race,  before  he  is  accepted  to  receive 
the  prize ;  and  that  a  man  may  be  accepted  as  a  day- 
labourer,  and  not  as  a  servant ;  be  as  a  steward,  and  not 
as  a  child;  as  a  friend,  and  not  as  a  8pouse.  All 
these  degrees  of  acceptance  are  very  distinct,  and  the 
confusion  of  them  evidently  belongs  to  the  Calvinian 
Habel. 

IV.  As  we  have  considered  three  of  the  walls  of  your 
tower,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  cast  a  look  upon  the 
fourth,  which  is  the  utterly  confounding  of  the  foui' 
degrees  that  make  up  a  glorified  saint's  eternal  justifi- 
cation : 

1.  That  which  passes  upon  all  infants  univei*sally, 
and  is  thus  described  by  St.  Paul,  '  As  by  the  offence 
of  ooc,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation ; 
even  so,  by  the  righteousness  of  one,  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men,  unto  present  justification  from  original 
sin,  anrf/w/wre  justification  of  life  ;'  upon  their  repent- 
ing, and  *  believing  in  the  light,  during  >the  day  of 
their  visitation%'  In  consequence  of  this  degree  of 
justification,  we  may,  without  impeaching  the  veracity 
of  God,  say  to  every  creature,  *  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  to  reconcile  them 
unto  himself,  not  imputing  to  them'  original  sin  unto 
eternal  death,  and  blotting  out  their  personal  trans- 
gressions in  the  moment  *  they  believe  with  the  heart 
unto  righteousness.* 

2.  The  justification  consequent  upon  such  belie ving. 
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Is  (has  described  by  St.  Panl !  This  lilessing  of  '  faith 
imputed  for  riglileonsneas'  shall  be  onra, '  if  we  believe 
on  Him  that  was  mised  fram  the  dead  for  oor  justifica- 
tion.—We  have  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  that  we  might 
be  justificdbythe  faith  of  Christ,  and  not  by  the  woriu 
of  the  law.— 'llierefbre,  being  josUfied  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God  throogh  ouv  Lord  Jeans  Christ,' 
&c. 

3.  The  justifleation  consequent  cpon  briogtng  forth 
tbe  fruit  of  a  lively  faith  in  the  truths  that  belong  to 
our  dispensation.  This  justification  is  thns  mentioned 
by  St.  Jamee  :  '  Bahab  the  harlot  was  Jniiified  by 
worts. — Abraliam  our  father  was  jnatificd  by  works. — 
Ye  see  then  how  by  works  a  man  is  justified,  and  not 
by  faith  only.' 

And  4.  Final  justification,  thus  asserted  by  our  Lord 
aod  SL  Paul  t  In  the  day  of  judgment '  by  thy  words 
Bhalt  thou  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words  shalt  ihon  be 
condemned. — Circamcisioti  and  on  circumcision  avail 
nnthing,  but  the  keeping  of  the  commandments ;  for 
the  doers  of  the  law  shall  be  jastiiied,'* 

All  these  degrees  of  justification  are  equally  merited 
by  Christ.  We  do  nothing  in  order  to  thefirtl,  because 
it  finds  us  in  a  state  of  total  death.  Toward?  the  atcond 
we  believe  by  the  power  freely  given  ns  In  the  first,  and 
by  the  additional  help  of  Christ's  word  and  the  Spirit's 
agency.  We  work  by  faith  in  order  to  the  thWd.  And 
we  continue  believing  in  Christ  and  working  together 
with  God,  ns  we  have  oppotluiiity,  in  order  to  the 

■  Tluac  finii  d+^groes  of  a  gloriBcd  salnra  juBljflcstion,  an  vum- 
tloucd  in  (he  rr»«dmg  Clwlui,  though  nat  h» 'lisibicUy  as  they  ore 
here.  If  trotioff  of  OUT  pre»nt  JuatUlatiDii  by  (hith,  and  of  Juitlfi. 
cnlion  bj  workiin  tha  dpj  of  juLl^ment,  ]  havo  called  them  "our 


to  the  Ijuiguagc  of  my  hdiunrad  opponmt,  who  called  Jujfl/ffotfffi 
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Tbe  pratehing  dMactlf  tete  fo«r  dcgreen  of  a  ^ 
AUA  miar*  jMUfteitfcm,  is  Uitmded  with  peodtar 
•dfurticii.  Th^Jkwi  JsrtiiKtlwi  Mgigr  ■  the  linaert 
iWtttfoa » enocmnifM  Us  hops,  aad  4r»ws  his  hetrt  hj 
lovvi^<-Tb6  §9C9itd  wowte  tlM  sdf-ti^l60BS  PhifistSt 
who  wMts  witesi  heHcftegi  while  H  biirfs  vp  Ae 
heart  of  the  retarifaig  PtkBoM,  wfaohM  wplHifeirt 
'  Ood  be  aerdfel  to  me  a  sfaner !'— The  tMrd  deteoto 
the  hjpoerfsy  Olid  Uans  the  voIb  hoyes  of  aflAiitbo- 
ahHn»  iriM»  huloid  of  *  ftheiHag  their  fiMi  hj  theh 
werks,  desf  hi  worl*  the  Ui4thath0ii|^theai»  aai 
pvt  hte  to  M  open  shaMe.'— ^Aad  while  the  /wra 
flMkes  evea  a  *  FcUz  traaUe,'  it  cwnes  bdBofen  to 

*  paas  the  tfaM  of  tiwlr  sdfovfniag  hevTy  ia  AaMMilBar' 
aad  cbeeiAil  witchftilpcsi. 

Tlioaiji  an  these  degrees  of  JaUMeilton  jseet  la  ^ 
lifted  saiatSy  we  edRv  fioleoee^  sniplaffe  If  wo  tfaiai^ 
with  Or«  Crisp,  ihat  they  are  faiAspmUe.  ForaEAe 
wicked  who  *  qaeadi  the  pjawlashy  Spirit,'  aad  aie 
l&aallf  givea  ap  to  a  reprobate  atind,  fidl  from  die  nasr, 
as  well  as  Pharaoh.  AU  who  *  reorive  tiie  seed  aaiOBg 
thorns/  all  who  do  not  forgive  their  fellow-servants,' 
all  who*  begin  in  the  Spirit  and  ead  in  the  flesh/ and 
all '  who  draw  back/  and  become  sons  or  daughters  of 

*  perdition/  by  falling  from  the  THiao,  lose  the  sbcond, 
as  Hymeneusy  Philetas,  and  Demas.  And  none  psr- 
take  of  the  rouarH,  tmt  those  who  '  bear  fruit  onto 
perfection/  aeeording  to  one  or  anotlier  of  the  diviae 
dispensations ;  *  some  producing  thirty-fold'  liko  Hea- 
tiiens,  *•  some  sixty-fold'  like  Jews,  *  and  some  an  han- 
dred-folk'  like  Christians. 

From  tiie  whole  it  appears,  that  altbongh  we  can 
absolutely  do  nothing  towards  our  first  justification,  yet 
to  say,  that  neither  fiuth  nor  works  are  required  in 
order  to  the  other  three,  is  one  of  the  boldest,  most 
unscriptural,  and  most  dangerous  assertions  ki  the 
world  I  which  sets  aside  the  best  half  of  the  scriptares, 
and  lets  gross  Antinomianism  eome  ih  fun  tide  upon 
the  church. 
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Haritig  thvt  taken  a  view  of  the  confusion,  in  whieli 
Calvin  and  Crlap  bate  laid  the  foundatioD  of  their 
schemes,  I  return  to  the  argumeota  by  which  yoa  sup- 
port their  mitiakes. 

I.  "If  yoQ  snppoae,"  yoa  say,  "that  there  are  any 
<•  condidonal  works  before  justification,  these  works 
'•  must  either  be  the  works  of  one  who  Is  in  a  itaie  of 
"  natni'e,  or  in  a  state  of  grace,  either  condemned  by 
'*  the  law,  or  absolved  by  the  gospel." 

A  new  sophism  Ihia  1  No  works  are  previous  to  joa- 
tification  from  origiual  lin,  and  to  the  qoickenins '  ligiit 
which  enlightens  every  niao  that  comes  iuto  the  world.' 
And  the  works  that  a  penitent  does  in  order  to  the  snb- 
seqaent  Jnsufii-atious,  SDch  as  '  ceasing  to  do  evil, 
Itarning  to  do  tveli,'  repenting,  and  persevering  ia  obe- 
dient fiuth,  arealldoneiuastaieof  initial,  progressive, 
or  perfected  grace  ;  not  under  the  Adaniic  law,  which 
did  not  admit  of  repentance,  but  under  the  goi^el  of 
Christ,  which  says, '  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  nay, 
and  tbe  unrighteous  niau  bis  thouglits  ;  and  let  him 
retnrn  unto  the  Lord,  who  wilt  abundantly  {lardon  but 
sins,  cleanse  him  fj-oni  all  nurighteausneBs,'  and  even 
'-fill  him  with  the  fulness  of  Ood,' 

IL  Youproctvd:  "Ifamauin  a  stiLte  of  nature  do 
"  works  in  order  to  justification,  they  caunot  please 
"  God,  because  lie  is  in  a  state  of  utter  enmity  agunit 
■'  Him." 

What,  Sir  I ,  do  you  think  that  a  man  in  a  alatt  of 
utter  enailf  against  Gad,  will  do  aoy  tbing  in  order 
to  recover  his  favour  ?  When  Adam  was  in  tbut  state, 
did  he  so  much  as  once  ask  pardon  ?  If  be  had,  waald 
he  not  have  evidenced  a  desire  of  reconciiiatiOD,  and 
comeqnentl)'  a  degree  of  apostacy  short  of  what  yon 
call  utter  nmitg  f 
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**  bccaiue  be  *  U  al&emUed  from  the  life  of  God,  throigh 
"  the  ignorauce  that  is  in  hiniy  becanw  of  the  blindoen 
"  of  hii  heart.'  " 

An  unhappy  qnotation  thia !  For  the  apostle  did  nol 
spealc  these  wonb'of  thoie  honest  Heathens,  who,  is 
obedieiioe  to  *  the  Ught  of  the  world/  did  aometUig 
in  order  to  Justification;  bat  of  those  abandoned 
Figaas,  wlio,  as  he  obserres  in  the  next  verse,  *  bdng  I 
past  feeling,  had  given  thenisel?es  over  onto  lasdidow- 
ness,  to  worlK  all  undeanness  with  greediness.'  Him, 
to  prove  that  men  have  not  a  talent  of  povirer  to^  work 
the  worlu  of  God,'  you  prodnoe  men  who  have  borkd 
it,  that  they  might  *  woric  all  onclcanness'  withoit 
oontronl,  yea,  *  with  greediness.' 

Yon  would  have  avoided  this  mistake,  if  yoo  had 
considered,  that  the  Heathens  mentioned  there  by  St 
Panl,  were  of  the  stamp  of  those  whom  he  describes, 
Rom.  i.,  and  whom  he  represents  as  '  given  up'  by  God 

*  to  a  reprobate  mind,  because  when  they  knew  God, 
they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  and  did  not  like  to  retun 
him  in  their  knowledge.'  Here  we  may  observe,  (1.) 
Tliat  those  reprobate  Heathens  had  once  some  knowledge 
of  God,  and,  of  course,  some  life :  For  '  this  is  eternal 
life,'  to  Isnow  God. — (2.)  That  if  they  were  given  np, 
became  they  did  not  use  that  talent  of  divine  knowledge, 
it  wa»  not  because  they  were  eternally  and  nucoudition* 
ally  reprobated ;  whence  I  beg  leave  to  conclude,  that 
if  eternal,  nnconditional  reprobatiou  is  a  mere  chimera, 
so  is  likewise  eternal,  uuconditioual  election. 

Yon  might  hare  objected,  with  -much  mere  plausibi- 
lity, that  when  the  Ephesians  were  in  the  flesh  they  were 

*  without  hope,  withoul  Christ,  and  without  God  in  the 
world:'  And  if  you  had,  I  would  liave  replied,  that 
these  words  cannot  be  taken  in  their  full  latitude,  for 
the  following  reasons,  which  appear  to  me  unanswerable : 
— (1.)  The  Ephesians,  before  their  convereion,  were 
not  totally  without  hope,  but  without  a  ^oo^  hope.  They 
probably  had  as  presumptuous  a  hope,  as  Dand  in 
Uriah's  bed,  or  Agag  v»\ieu\\t\)M>xk^x.>3fts.VAtSK.vness  of 
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was  past. — (2.)  They  were  vilhoul  CiritI,  just 
man  nlio  haa  buried  lili  talent  is  witliout  it.  But 
may  di;  it  up,  aod  nse  it,  if  he  sees  hia  folly  lo 

so  could,  aud  so  did  the  Ephealans.— (3.)  If 
I'eie  in  every  sense  ml/taut  Cliritt,  what  becomes 

doctriue  maiatalned  In  yonv  Fourth  Letter,  that 
'  were  for  ever  and  forever  complete  in  Christ?" 
I  They  were  uot  eotirely  without  Gad:  '  For  in 
tliey  lived,  moved,  and  had  their  being."  Nor 
[hey  witliout  him  as  absolute  reprobates  ;  for  they 
V  the  day  of  their  liaitatlon'  before  il  was  over.  It 
uathen,  (5.)  That  they  were  uifAiwf  trerf,  aa  the 
^1  son  was  without  hia  father  when  '  he  fed 

iu  a  far  country  ;'  and  that  they  could  and  did 
1  lo  their  heavenly  Father  a"  well  as  he. 

You  ^0  on  :  "  He  who  does  something  in  order 
nstitication,  not  beioR  irrafted  in  Christ  the  true 
e,  raonol  bring  forth  any  good  fruit ;  lie  can  do 
hing  St  all." 

:g,  Sir,  you  would  prodoce  one  mau  who  has  not 
ed  the  siu  unto  death,'  that  can  abMilutely  do 
ig,  that  cannot  cease  from  one  sin,  and  lake  up 
-oclice  of  one  duty.  Vou  will  aa  «wii  liud  a  saint 
J,  as  inch  a  man  upon  earth.  Even  those  who  in 
voloncary  hnmilily  aay  perpetually,  (hat  then  ean 
fl/iingi  refute  their  own  doctrine  by  tlieir  very 
uioa«  :  For  he  who  confeases  bi»  hclplessaesa, 
ibtcdiy  docs  soiuethiug,  unless  by  some  oew  rule 
)ic  il  can  be  demonstrated,  that  coofesiiing  onr 
and  complaining  of  our  misery  i:  daiag 


our  Lordsaya,' Without  me  ye  can  do  notlilng,' 
.. .  lay  that  me  are  tttiallg  wilhaul  Mm  f  When  he 
reg,  that '  no  man  comctli  unto  liim  unleea  the 
draw  him,'  does  he  insinuate  that  the  Father 
i  draie  all  /  Or  that  he  draws  irreiietidlg  ?  Or 
DBe  who  are  drawn  at  one  time,  may  not  dratu 
t  any  other  ?     Is  it  right  to  ^teu  »nV^fNx« 
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into  the  Hcrvicf  of  a  system,  by  atnuning  its  meamngio 
far  beyodd  the  import  of  the  words  ? 

Again,  thoagh  a  roan  may  not  be  *  grafted  in  Christ,' 
according  to  die  Jewish  or  Christian  dispensadon,  may 
he  not  partake  of  his  qniclcening  sap,  according  to  die 
more  general  dispensation  of  that  *  saving  grace  whidi 
haA  appeared  to  all  men  ?  May  not  the  branches  in 
which  that '  saving  grace  appears/  have  some  connexioa 
with  Christ,  the  heavenly  vine,  and  bring  fortli  fruit 
meet,  for  repentance,  as  well  as  Job  and  his  friends, 
Melchisedec,  Plato,  the  wise  men,  Cornelias,  some  of 
his  soldiers,  and  many  more  who  brought  forth  froib 
according  to  their  dispensation  ?  Does  not  die  first 
general  justification  so  graft  all  men  in  Him,  that 
if  they  bear  not  frnit  daring  didr  *  accepted  time/ 
they  are  jastly  <  talien  away,  cast  forth,  and  burned,'  as 
barren  branches  ? 

V.  Yuur  knowledge  of  the  scripture  made  you  fore- 
see this  answer,  and  to  obviate  it,  you  say :  <'  If  you  tell 
''  me  that  I  mistake  y  that  although  we  must  cease  from 
"  evil,  repent,  ^c.  yet  you  are  far  from  supposing  we 
"  can  perform  these  things  in  our  own  natural  strength. 
**  I  ask  then,  lu  whose  strength  are  they  performed  ? 
**  Vou  say,  In  the  strength  of  Christ,  and  by  the 
"  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  these  scrip- 
**  tures,  '  /  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  strengths 
*  *  ening  me,  being  strengthened  with  might  in  the  inner 
«  man.'  " 

Permit  me  to  tell  you,  hoDOured  Sir,  that  I  do  not 
admire  your  quoting  scripture  for  me.  You  take  care  to 
keep  out  of  sight  the  passages  I  have  quoted,  and  to 
produce  those  which  are  foreign  to  the  question.  To 
shew  that  eren  a  sinful  Heathen  may  work /or  as  well 
as /rom  life,  I  could  never  be  so  destitute  of  common 
sense  as  to  urge  the  experience  of  St.  Paul,  *  a  father  in 
Christ  ;*  and  that  of  the  Ephesians,  who  were  Chris- 
tians *  sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption.' 

To  do  justice  to  free  grace,  instead  of  the  above* 
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faentionpd  improper  scriptures,  you  should  iiave  pro- 
duced thoie which  1  bare  quoted  in  the  Vindication; — 
;;hrist  is  'the  Li|[ht  of  the  world,  which  enlightens 
•very  man  that  cometh  into  the  world :  i  am  come  that 
liey  lEight  have  life :  Yc  will  not  come  unto  me  that 
fe  mi^ht  have  life :  The  grace  of  Uod,  whirh  bringeth 
mliaiiou,  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  God'a  Spirit 
itrivcs  with  man,  even  wilA  Ihoae  mho  perish.  He 
commands  all  men  everywhere  to  repent;  nor  doeahe 
lesire  lo  reap  where  he  baa  not  sown.' 

VI.  Such  scriptures  as  these  would  have  been  to  the 
purpose.  But  I  exruse  your  producing  others:  For 
.f  th«9c  had  appeared,  you  would  have  raised  inore 
]ust  ia  six  lines,  than  you  could  have  laid  in  sixty 
pagea  ;  atid  every  attentive  render  would  have  detfeted 
■he  fallacy  of  yourgraud  argument:  "  As  soon  may  we 
'  expect  living  actions  from  a  dead  corpse;  light  out  of 
'  darkness;  sight  out  of  blindness  ;  lore  oat  of  enmity; 
'  wisdom  out  nf  ignorance;  fruit  out  of  barrenness, 
'  &C.&C.  &c.,  as  looii  for  anyone  good  work  or  thought 
'  from  a  soul  who  ia  not"  {in  aome  degree)  "  quickened 
'  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  who  has  not  yet  found  favour 
'  with  God  :"  So  far  at  least  as  to  be  blessed  with  '  a 
lay  of  salvation,'  and  to  be  a  partaker  of  '  the  free 
gift,  which  is  come  upon  all  men.' 

Bui,  I  pray,  who  is  gnilty  of  these  absurdities  ?  Who 
sspcctB  living  actions  from  a  dead  corpse,  &c.  &c.? 
Vnu,  or  we  ?  You,  who  believe  that  the  greatest  part  of 
Tiankiiid  are  left  as  graceless  as  devilj,  as  helpless  as 
;Drpses  ;  and  yet  gravely  go  and  preach  lo  them  repent- 
ince  and  fnlth,  threatcntng  them  with  an  aggravated 
lamnatiou  If  they  do  not  turn  1  Or  we,  who  believe, 
Jiat '  Christ  by  the  grace  of  God  tasted  death  for  every 
nan;'  and  that  bis  'saving'  quickening  grace  hath 
ippeared  onto  all  men  V  Who  puts  foolish  speeches 
u  the  mouth  of  tlie '  only  wise  Ood  >'  Yon,  whomake 
tilm  expostulate  with  soals  as  dead  oa  corpses,  and  say. 
Ye  will  not  come  nato  me  that  ye  might  have  life  >' 
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Or  we,  who  AKsert,  upoo  the  testimony  of  die  Holy 
Ghost,  that  God,  bj  *  working  in  os  both  to  will  and 
to  do,'  pots  US  again  in  a  capacity  of  *  working  oat  our 
saltation  with  fear  and  tremlibig?'  Will  not  our 
Impartial  readers  see  that  the  abaorditf ,  which  yon 
try  to  6z  npon  as,  fUls  at  yoar  own  door ;  and  if 
yonr  doctrine  be  tme,  at  the  door  of  the  sanctaary 
Itaelf? 

VII.  Yoa  pnrsoe:  <<It  is  moat  dear,  that  every 
"  sool  who  works  in  the  strengdi  of  Christ,  and  by  the 
**  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  already  a  pardoned  sod 
"  justified  soal ;  he  already  has  everlasting  life." 

Here  is  some  troth  and  some  error ;  let  us  endeavour 
to  separate  them.  Every  soul  who  worira  in  the  strength 
of  Christ's  preventing  grace,  and  by  his  Spirit  *  con* 
vindng  the  world  of  sin,'  is  undoabtedly  interested  b 
the  first  degree  of  justification :  He  Is  justified  froffl 
the  guilt  of  original  sin,  and,  when  he  believes,  from 
the  guilt  of  his  own  actoal  sins  ;  but  it  is  absurd  td 
suppose  he  is  justified  in  the  day  of  judgruent,  when 
that  day  is  not  yet  come.  He  hath  a  seed  of  life,  or 
else  he  could  not  work ;  but  it  is  a  doubt  if  this  seed 
will  take  root ;  and  in  case  it  does,  the  heavenly  plant 
of  righteousness  may  be  '  choked  by  the  cares  of  the 
world,  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  or  the  desire  of  other 
things,  and  by  that  mean  become  unfruitful .' 

As  many  barbarous  mothers  destroy  the  fruit  of  their 
womb,  either  before  or  after  it  comes  to  the  birth,  so 
many  obstinate  sinners  obstruct  the  growth  of  the  spiri- 
tual '  seed  that  bruises  the  serpent's  head ;'  and  many 
flagrant  apostates,  in  whose  heart  '  Christ  was  once 
formed,  crucify  him  afresh,  and  quench  the  Spirit*  of 
his  grace.  Hence  the  many  miscarriages  and  aposta«^ 
sies,  for  which  Elisha  Coles  is  obliged  to  account  thus : 
There  are  ''  monsters  in  spirituals.  In  whom  there  is 
"  something  begotten  in  their  wills,  by  the  common 
"  strivings  and  enlightenings  of  the  Spirit,  which 
**  attains  to  a  kind  of  formality,  but  proves  in  the  end 


"  a  lump  of  dead  ilesh."  Snrely  that  great  Caliiniaii 
Divine  was  brdoght  to  a  Jtrali,  wheu  lie  tbua  bthered 
/oTmaiity  and  deadfletk  upon  tbe  HoJy  Ghost  \ 

VIII,  I  follow  you ;  "  Tbecefore  alt  talk  of  working 
"for  life,  ia  order  lo  ^nd  favour  teith  God,  U  not 
"  lei9  absurd,  th&u  if  you  were  to  suppose,  ibat  a  mui 
■*  could  at  the  sanie  moiucni  be  both  condeuined  and 
"  abaolied." 

What,  Sir,  may  not  a  nan  be  justly  condemued,  and 
yet  graciously  reprieved  ?  Nay,  may  not  tbe  judge  give 
him  au  opporiDuiey  (o  mate  the  best  of  his  reprieve,  in 
order  to  get  a  full  pai-douand  place  at  court  ?  At  Ge- 
nera, we  think  that  the  iibsurdity  does  not  consist  in 
asseiting,  but  iu  denying  it. — 'i  Awake  and  aeleep  1" 
What,  Sir,  19  it  an  absurdity  to  (hint,  that  a  man  may 
be  at  the  same  loomentaviiiisiu  one  respect,  and  u/m^ 
in  anolher.'  Does  ool  St.  Paul  say,  'Let  as  awake 
oot  of  sleep  ?'  But  tbis  is  not  all,  cen  in  Oenevn 
people  can  be  drowsy,  that  is,  half  awake  and  half 
asleep. — "  Dead  aud  alire  \"  I  hope  you  will  not  fix 
the  charge  of  absurdity  upon  Christ  for  saying  that  a 
certain  man  was  left  'half  dead,'  and  of  course  Aa^ 
alisB :  and  for  exhortiug  the  people  of  Sardis  who  were 
dead,  to  '  strengthen  the  things  which  remained  and 
were  ready  to  die  :'  Nor  yet  npon  St.  Paul,  for  eaylog 
■bat  tbe  '  dead  body'  of  Abraham  begat  Isaac,  and  for 
speaking  of  a  woman  who  was  'dead  while  ehe  lived.' 

IX.  Vou  go  on  and  say,  that  "  it  ii  as  absurd  co  talk 
' '  of  marking  for  life,  as  to  assert  that  we  can  be  at  the 
"  BUQc  time  loved  and  hated  of  God." 

But  you  forget,  Sir,  that  there  ate  a  thousand  degrees 
of  love  and  hatred;  and  that.  In  scripture  language, 
lotitig  ieit,  is  called  hating:  'Jacob  have  I  loved, 
and  Esau  have  t  haled.  Except  a  man  bate  hh*  &ther, 
&c.,  he  caunot  be  my  disciple.'  Vca,  and  we  can  wlth- 
ODt  absurdity  say,  that  we  love  the  stune  person  in  one 
respect  and  Aalt  bet  in  another.  I  may  luve  a  woman 
as  a  neighboar,  and  yet  loath  her  iu  tbe  capaciry  of  a 
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wife.  And  what  absurdity  is  there  in  asserting,  that 
while  the  day  of  grace  lasts,  God  loves,  and  yet  hates 
an  impenitent  sinner  ?  He  loves  him  ai  his  redeemed 
creature,  yet  hates  him  as  his  rebellious  creature :  Or, 
io  other  terms,  he  loves  him  with  a  love  of  benevolence ; 
but  has  no  more  love  of  complacence  for  him,  than  for 
the  devil  himself. 

X.  Vou  proceed  :  <*  To  talk  of  working  for  U/e  is 
"  not  less  absurd,  that  if  yon  were  to  suppose,  that  s 
"  man  can  be  at  the  same  roomeut  one  with  Christ, 
"  by  his  Spirit  dwelling  in  the  heart,  and  yet  nut 
'*  have  redemption,  peace  and  recondliation  by  the 
*'  blood  of  his  cross.*' 

Here  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  lang^uage  of  BabcL 

(1.)  Vou  confound  the  various  degrees  of  redemption. 
Are  not  thousands  of  souls  redeemed  by  the  blood  of 
Christ's  cross,  who  are  not  yet  redeemed  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit  ?  May  not  every  rebellious  sinner  out  of 
hell  say,  *  God  redeemeth  my  life  from  destruction  ?' 
Is  it  not  a  degree  of  redemption,  to  be  kept  oat  of  hell, 
enjoying  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  calkd  to  secnre 
the  blessings  of  the  next  ?  Did  not  Cain,  Esau,  Pha- 
raoh, Saul,  and  Judas,  the  five  great  reprobates,  as 
some  account  them,  enjoy  this  degree  of  redemption  for 
many  years  ?  Have  not  believers  a  higher  degree  of 
*  redemption,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins?*  And 
do  they  not  wait  for  the  highest  degree  of  it,  even  *  the 
redemption  of  their  body,'  when  the  trump  of  God 
will  sound  and  awake  the  dead  ?     (Rom.  viii.  23.3 

(2.)  As  you  confound  all  the  degrees  of  redemption, 
so  you  do  all  the  degrees  of  the  *  manifestation  of  the 
Spirit.*  He  visits  all,  so  as  to  strive  with  and  reprove 
them,  as  he  did  mankind  in  the  days  of  Noah  ;  but  this 
is  no  mark  that  theii-  peace  is  made,  and  a  firm  recon- 
ciliation brought  about :  Witness  the  deluge,  which 
God  sent  upon  those  with  whom  his  Spirit  had  striven 
particularly  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  in  the  days 
of  Noah.  Again,  some  Via.Ne  *  \\vt  ^y^\\1  oC  bondage 
uDto  fear  ;'  but  this,  idx  Ixom  \ie\\\%  ^  ^\^\^  ^^x-^^s^ 
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ive  full  rcconcilialioD,  is  a  diviuc  coiiuinnsncai  that 
ey  hai'c  it  not.  Aiid  others  have  hai^  the  Spirit  of 
loption,  and  after  having  begun  in  Hiro,  bo  grieve  or 
lench  Him,  as  to  end  iu  the  flesh.  But  in  the  CaH- 
an  Babel,  theae  acriptural,  experimental  diitinctions 
e  exploded  03  nietapiiysieal,  if  not  [Ircadfully  here- 
:al. 

XI.  You  proceed :  "  Yon  will  not  assert  that  a  soul 
who  is  '  quitkened  together  with  Christ,'  and  in 
whom  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  dwells  by  his  jpaeious 
infloeDces,  can  be  in  aatateof  eumiiy  with  God." 
Still  the  6ame  confonoding  of  tliiugs  -which  should 
:  carefuUji  distingnished !  May  not  a  sinner  "  be 
ilcheoed"  by  the  seed  of  life,  nud  yet  ■  hold  it  iu 
iTighleousness  ?'  May  not  a  backslider  "  rmcify 
hrist  afresh,"  in  tie  graciaai  iafiuenca  of  his  Spirit  ? 
odarenot  such  persons  inaftoteo/ enmity  wWA  God  I 
jt  if  by  a  soul,  "  qnickened  together  nith  Christ,  and 

whom  the  Spirit  of  Jas'i»  dwells,"  jon  mean  a 
■lievcr  cmnphlelg  baptised  aith  the  Hnly  Ghost  and 
tthfire,  in  whom  He,  that  once  riaiied  as  a  Monitor, 
iV  fully  resides  as  a  Comforter,  yon  are  right;  the 
imity  ceases,  the  carnal  mind  and  body  of  sin  are 
strayed,  and  '  God  is  all  in  all'  to  tliat  just  man 
nade  perfect  in  love." 

XII.  Vou  addt  "  If  a  man  is  not  in  a  state  of 
enmity,  then  he  must  be  In  a  state  of  pardon  and 
reconciliation." 

What,  Sir  !  Is  there  nu  mediuio  between  these 
tremes?  There  is,  as  surely  as  the  morning  dawn 
xneuta  between  midnight  and  noonday.  If  the  king 
!  tu  lome  rctiels,  "  Lay  down  yonr  arms,  surrender, 
IS  my  son,  and  yon  shall  be  pardoned  ;"  the  recon- 
iation  on  the  king's  part  is  undoubtedly  begun.  So 
'  '  was  Qod  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  untnhini- 
If.'  But  can  it  be  a^d,  that  the  reconciliation  is  begun 
the  pan  of  the  rrbela,  who  have  not  -^et,  Vu^  iSq-xxv 
yottbelruaa}    Doct  wrt  the  wrondiaaBwa  yv- 
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dtially  take  place »  as  thty  gradnalljr  comply  with  the 
klov'a  terms  ?  If  they  are  Irag  in  coming  to  kiss  the 
king's  8uii»  U  not  their  fall  reconciliation  aaspended  till 
they  bare  folfilled  the  last  of  the  king's  tenni  ?  Aad 
though  the  king  made  tht  overtures  of  the  recondHatioi, 
is  there  the  least  abrardity  In  saying,  that  **  they  sv- 
render,  and  kiss  the  son,  in  order  to  find  reconclliatioD  ?" 
Nay,  is  it  cither  sense  or  truth  to  assert,  that  *'  they  ire 
absolutely  to  do  nothing  towards  it  ?*' 

Xin.  What  you  say  abont  the  Thirteenth  Article 
of  our  Church,  is  answered  beforehand.  (\1nd.  voLi. 
p.  264.)  But  what  follows  desenrea  some  notice : 
*<  Whenever  God  pats  forth  qnickening  power  npoQ 
''  a  soul,  it  is  in  consequence  of  his  having  already  taken 
'*  that  soul  into  covenant  with  himself,  and  having 
<«  washed  it  white  In  die  Uood  of  the  Lamb  slain." 

This  is  very  true,  if  yod  speak  of  the  Covenant  of 
grace,  which  God  made  witii  onr  first  parent  and  repre- 
sentative after  tlie  fidl  s  and  of  the  washing  of  all  man- 
kind white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  from  the  gniit  of 
original  sin,  so  for  as  to  remit  the  eternal  punishment  of 
it.  But  you  are  dreadfully  mistaken,  if  you  understand 
it  of  the  three  subsequent  degrees  of  justification  and 
salvation,  which  do  not  take  place,  but  as  we  *  work 
them  out  with  fear  and  trembling,  at  Qod  works  in  ns 
both  to  wlU  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure/ 

XIV.  in  the  njxt  page  you  ask  some  scriptural 
questions,  which  I  shall  scripturally  answer  :  <*  What 
did  the  expiring  thief  do  V* — Some  hours  before  he 
died  he  obeyed  this  precept,  *  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his 
voice  harden  not  your  heart ;'  he  confessed  his  sin,  and 
believed  in  Jesus. 

"What  did  Mary  Magdalen  do?"— She  forsook 
her  lovers,  and  followed  Jesus  into  Simon's  house. 

^*  What  Lydia  ?"— She  *  worshipped  God,  and 
resorted  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made. 

**  What  the  Vh\Y\pp\wi  ^eXVoxV*— ^^  csased  fi*om 
attempting   gclf-mutder,  ?ltv^  'i^a:\w%^^.  V>sx^  ^^^^-a^^^ 
feet,  inquired  what  \ie  mxx?>\.  do  xo>it  ^^n^$.\ 


"  What  the  serpent-bitten  lataelites  ?"— They '  looked 
at  the  braieu  serpent' 

"  What  Paul  Umaelf  ?"■— '  For  this  cause  I  obwirieil 
mercy,"  says  be,  '  because  1  did  it  ignoranily  iu  uubc- 
lief.'  (I  Tim.  i.  13.)  But  this  waa  not  atl :  For  lie 
'  continued  praying  three  days  and  three  nights ;'  anil 
when  Ananias  rame  to  hitn,  be  tarried  no  longer,  bu: 
'  arose  and  washed  nwnjr  his  gins,  calling  on  the  [lanjc 
of  the  Lord.' 

"  Whatdid  the  Corinthians  do?"— They  '  heard  and 
believed,'  (AclH  vlii,  B.) 

"  And  what  the  Ephesians  ?" — They  '  imated  in 
Christ,  after  that  ihey  heard  the  word  of  truth.' 
(Eph.  i.  13.) 

XV.  In  the  next  paragraph,  (page  6,  line  38,]  yon 
gravely  propose  the  very  objeelion  which  I  have  an- 
anered,  (Vind.  vol.  I.  p  246,)  wilhoat  taking  the  least 
notice  of  loy  answer.  And  in  the  next  page  you  adrancc 
one  of  Dr.  Crimp's  paradoieHi  "Wherever  God  puK 
"  forth  hia  power  npon  a  soul,  (and  he  does  fo  when  ■ 
"  ever  hevisitsiteven  with  a  tondi  of  preventing  grace,) 
"  pardon  aud  reconciliation  arealreadyobtainedbysurh 
"  an  one.    He  sliall  never  eotne  iulo  con dem nation." 

Young  penitents,  bctvare  1  If  yon  admit  this  tenet, 
yon  will  probably  stay  in  the'  far  country,'  vainly  fan. 
eying  you  are  iu  your  '  Father's  iiouse,'  tfecanae  you 
have  fell  a  desire  (o  be  there.  Upon  this  scheme  of 
doctrine,  Lot's  wife  migKt  have  cat  down  at  the  gale  of 
Sodom,  concluding,  that,  because  the  angelK  bad  taken 
her  by  the  hand,  nhe  wai  already  in  Zoar.  A  dBngerDae 
delusioD  this,  against  which  our  Lord  Ijimieir  cantion^ 
U9  by  crying  aloud, '  Remember  Lot's  wife  !' 

1  would  talce  the  liberty  to  expostulate  with  yon, 
hoaotired  Sir,  about  this  paradox,  if  I  had  not  some 
hope,  that  it  is  rather  owing  to  the  printer's  mislftiie 
than  your  own,  1/  you  wrote  iu  yonr  manuscript, 
"  pardon  is  already_.obOined  /or,"  not  fij,  such  an 
one,  we  are  agreed  J  for  "Christ  mnxlii  UQHn  Uu:  mit.& 
a  sa/Dciciit  sacrifice  and  sallsfactiou  for  \\is  e'wa  lA  ■C&'t 


478  THIRD  CHECK 

wbolc  world.*'  But  what  he  procured  /or  os,  is  uot 
obtained  6jr  os,  till  the  Holy  Ghost  makes  the  applica- 
tion by  faith.  «  If  1  had  a  mind/'  said  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitefield,  "  to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  and 
to  establish  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  f  wonld  go  abost 
telling  the  people,  thtff  might  kmve  the  Spirit  of  GM 
and  i/ei  not  feel  it;"  or,  whteh  is  mach  the  same, that 
the  pardon  which  Christ  procured /br  them,  is  already 
obt^ned  6jr  them,  whether  they  enjoy  a  sense  of  it  or 
not.  I 

XVL  In  the  next  paragraph,  page  7,   (who  could 
believe  it  ?)  yon  come  fully  into  Mr.  W.'s  doctrine  of 
**  doing  pomething  in  order  to  obtain  justificatioti." 
Yuu  was   reminded    {Fint  Check,)  that  **  St.  Paul 
and  Mr.  W.  generally  mean    by  Justi/lcation,   that 
wonderful  transaction  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  a  retura- 
ing  prodigal's  conscience,  by  which  the  forgiveness  of 
his  sius  is  proclaimed  to  him  through  the   blood  of 
sprinkling."    Nevertheless,  speaking  of  the  sense  of 
pardon,  and  the  testifying  of  it  to  a  sinner's  consdence, 
you  grant  that — **  this  knowledge  of  our  interest  in 
Christ,"  (this  experieuced  justification,)  **  is  certainly 
to  be  sought  in  the  use  of  all  appointed  means ;  we  ai'e 
to  seek  that  we  may  find,  to  ask  that  we  may  have,  to 
knock  that  it  may  be  opened  unto  us.    In  this  sense," 
(the  very  sense  we  generally  fix  to  the  word  justifica- 
tion,) **  all  the  texts  you  have  brought  to  prove  that 
man  is  to  do  something  in  order  toobtain  justification, 
and  to  find  favour  with  God,  admit  of  an  easy  solution  *** 
lliat  is,  iu  plain  English,  easily  demonstrate  the  truth 
of  Mr.  W.'s  proposition,  which  has  been  so  loudly  ex- 
claimed against  as  dreadfully  heretical ! 

O  prejudice,  thou  mischievous  cause  of  discord,  why 
didst  thou  cast  thy  black  veil  iu  June,  and  the  following 
months,  over  the  easy  solution,  which  has  been  found 
out  in  December  ?  And  what  a  pity  is  it,  dear  Sir,  you 
did  not  see  this  solution  before  you  had  attempted  to  ex- 
pose our  gre7-\ieadeAYA\^\i^,\i^^^>ivjJaV\ca^^ 
weak  and  uiftius  AVa\o€Vl^mt>^^J£^^^^^^^^^>^^^^"^^^^^ 
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XVII.  Page  10.  After  abewiiiglhlt  yon  confonlldthe 
itoneiueBt  with  the  application  of  it,  the  work  of  Chriai 
«ith  that  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  jou  produce  one  of  my 
irgumente,  (the  first  you  have  attempted  to  refate,) 
uronght  to  prove,  that  we  most  do  something  in  order 
to  jastification.  I  had  asserted  that  we  moit  believe, 
faith  being  previous  to  jnalificalion.  Yon  say,  "i  deny 
'he  aitertion  .'"  Do  yoo,  indeed,  honoured  Sir  ?  Upon 
what  ground?  "The  HoljGhoat  teaches,"  say  you, 
'  tbat  all  who  beliei*e  ure  justified."  And  does  this  prove 
the  poiut  ?  The  king  says  to  a  deserter,  "  Bow  to  my 
son,  and  thou  shalt  nolbe  shot.""  Bow  to  the  prince," 
iidda  au  officer;  "  all  who  bow  lo  him  are  pardoned." 
Must  the  soldier  caiiclnde  from  the  words,  "  are  par- 
iJoned,"  that  the  porrfon  is  previous  lo  the  6ow7  Again, 
Voa  are  elcl;,  and  yoar  phjrsidan  says,  "  Talce  this 
tnediclne ;  all  who  take  it  are  cnred." — "  Very 
well !"  answers  yonr  nurse,  "  yoo  need  not  then  dUtress 
"  and  perples  my  master,  by  making  him  take  yonr 
"  remedy.  The  taking  oflt  rannot  possibly  be  previocs 
"  to  his  reeoveryi  for  yoa  say.  All  who  take  it  are 
"  cored. "This  is  jaat  such  anotlier  argument  ns  that  of 
in;  honoured  friend.  O  Sir,  how  tottering  is  that 
system,  which  even  snch  a  writer  as  yonrself  rannot 
prop  ap,  wiihont  potting  so  forced  a  construction  upon 
the  apostle's  wordsj '  All  that  believe  ore  jnatified  !' 

Now  we  have  seen  npon  what  scriptnral  ground  yoa 
maintain,  that  believing  tan  not  be  previous  to  justifica- 
tiou,  permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  quote  Kome  of  the 
many  scriptures  which  induce  ns  lo  believe  just  the 
reverse  :  '  Bflieve  in  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ,  and  thou 
shall  be  saved  ;'  that  is,  in  the  lowest  sense  of  the  word, 
thoa  shall  be  jDslified;  For  God  justifies  the  ungodly 
that  believe  in  Jesus. — '  We  have  hflieved  in  Jesus 
Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  failh  of  Christ 
— whom  hehaih  set  forth  lobe  a  propitiation,  throngh 
fiiith  in  his  blood,  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  arc 
past. — As  Moses  lifted  up  Ihe  serpent,  even  bo  must 
the  Sou  of  man  be  lifted  up,  ttat  "NVoMSt^c 
lleteA  i. ....... 


■ore  opposite  to  cUrkness,  tfaaa  this  doctrine 
to  tiiat  which  my  liooonred  friend  thinlis  ii 
to  patronise. 

XVIII.  When  yon  have  ineflfectnaly  endeai 
defend  yonr  sentiment  from  scriptore,  yon  a 
do  it  from  reason.    "  Fkith  (say  yon)  can 
**  subsist  without  its  object,  than  there  can  I 
"  riage  without  a  husband." 

This  is  as  proper  an  argument  as  you  conld 
had  you  intended  to  disprove  the  doctrine  } 
studious  to  defiend ;  for  it  is  evident  that  a  woi 
be  married,  before  she  can  have  a  husband, 
then  as  marriage  is  previous  to  having  an 
faith  is  previous  to  receii^ng  Chribt :  For  w 
him  by  fsitfi.  (John  i.  12.)  However,  fron 
traordinary  argument,  you  conclude  thaf  th< 
of  believing  before  justification  is  not  less  cc 
reason  than  it  is  to  scripture ;"  but  I  flatu 
that  my  judicious  readers  wiU  draw  a  coucli 
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"  No  letters,"  aaja  my  bononred  friend,  "  were  sent 
"  (hrougb  the  various  proTiucea  againat  old  Mordec^, 
"  ftir  sapposin;  tliat  tlie  wonjua,  Lulie  nv,  lights  a 
"  candle,  4c.  in  order  to  find  lier  lost  piece ;  bat  be- 
"  cause  be  ineisia  upon  it,  that  the  piece  lights  the 
"candle,  sweeps  the  house,  and  dcarchea  diligCDtly  in 
"  order  lo  find  the  woman. " 

Permit  me  to  aak.  Whether  yoar  wit  here  has  not 
for  a  momeni  got  the  start  of  your  jn^dgracat  f  I  In- 
troduced t/ie  iBoman  teshing  the  pitce  lAe  had  Iml, 
merely  to  show  that  It  is  neither  an  heresy  nor  on  ab- 
BDrdity  to  "  neek  something  in  order  to  find  it ;"  and 
tbat  Instance  proved  mj  point,  foil  as  well  as  if  [  had 
fixed  npnii  Saul  seeking  his  father'?  asses,  or  Joseph 
EGcking  his  brethren  In  Dothan. 

If  it  be  as  great  an  absurdity  to  say,  that  sinners 
are  '  to  seek  the  Lord,'  as  it  <s  lo  say,  tbat  "  a  piece 
seeks  the  woman  that  Yar  lost  it ;"  let  me  tell  you, 
tbat  Mr.  W.  has  the  good  fortune  to  be  couuteunnced 
in  his  folly,  Firit,  By  yourself,  who  teil  us,  page  7,  that 
the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  our  interest  In  him,  "  l« 
certainly  to  be  sought  In  the  use  of  all  the  appointed 
means:"  And  SeroDi^fjr,  By  Isaiah,  who  says,  *  Seek 
ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found:'  By  SC  Panj, 
who  (ells  the  Athenians,  that  '  All  nations  of  men  are 
to  seek  the  Lord  :'  Acid  by  Christ  himself,  who  says, 
'TheytliHt  seek  me  early  shall  find  rae  ; — seek  that 
you  may  find,'  &r. 

I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  it  was  worth  yonr 
vhlle  to  impeach  Mr.  W.'a  good  sense,  not  only  by 
reflecting  upon  yonr  own,  bnt  by  inevitably  involving 
liaiah,  St.  Pant,  and  our  Lord  himself,  in  the  ridicule 
cast  upon  my  vindicated  friend  !  For  the  ;ame  sinner, 
who  is  represented  by  the  tost  piece.  Is,  a  few  veraei 
before,  represented  by  (Ae  tottnon;  and,  yon  know, 
JesDs  Christ  tells  ns,  that  he  came  from  far  to  seek  his 
foiher'e  pardon  and  assistance. 


Yoa  begia  this  letter  by  sajlnK,   "  fto-w  ^i<A  tdh.-^ 


AMlwIth  the  BnAok  ivwld,U  doI  for  its  to  pry  into." 
Bal  we  may  bdiere  wlial  God  hat  rereaM.  If  the  I 
Holy  Gbott  dedarci,  thai '  U  every  nstlos  he  thu  I 
iMnth  God,  aad  worketh  rishteooioete,  ia  aeeeplB4;af 
hfas,'  we  Buy  credk  whu  he  «yi»  wilhovl  hoiqg  *  wlie 
ahevo  whal  b  written/ 

If  yoa  ctimoc  iet  aaide  thai  apoetolk  part  of  the 
Ifkaict*  yoa  try,  however,  lo  picN  h  ialo  the  aeivke 
of  year  doctriae.  **  There  b  (ay  yoa)  ^aialwilal  dif- 
iMOMe  between  eayfaig,  *  He  tet  leareth  God  wd 
wwheth  righteoaiacaa  k  aseepled,  and  $kmtl  kt  a^ 
eipled}'"  and  bccaaee  ^the  verhbintfio  ptoeeit 
tanae/' yoa  eoncfaalB,  there  b  BO  need  of  fearing  Gedi 
or  wotting  i%hleon<nfae,  in  Ofdar  to  tod  acetptaaw.  \ 
Thbb  exactly  each anetherafgamentaa  that  wUdi I 
Jaat  now  related,  ^  we  need  not  beUcve  In  order  to  be 
Jnatlded,  hrcaoae  itbtaid,' all  that  believe  mvjisii- 
Aed,  and  not  «Mr  ^  Jnetifled.' "  Yoncan  noBMie 
prove  by  tlM  one,  that  ComeUae  provoklag  God  tad 
working  nnrigbteontneM,  was  accepted  of  him ;  than, 
by  Oe  other,  that  mmhnRntn  abb  JotOded,  becaaae  it  I 
b  laid  that  belUven  are  so. 

A.  similar  instance  may  convince  you  of  it :    'All 
mn/  says  St  Paul,  '  bat  one  receiveth  the  prize'    I 
who  am  a  stranger  to  refinements,  immediately  condode 
from  those  words,  that  mnninsp  is  previatu  to  the  re- 
ceiving of  the  prize,  and  in  order  to  it    **  No,"  says     f 
a  friend,  *<  there  is  a  material  differencebetween  saying,     { 
'  One  receiveth  the  prize,'  and  '  One  ehmli  receive  the 
prize.'    The  verb  is  in  the  present  tense,  and  therefore 
die  plain  sense  of  the  passage  is,  (not  that  by  running 
he  does  any  thing  to  receive  the  prize,  but)  that  lie  who 
runs  ie  possessed  of  the  prize,  and  proves  himself  to  be 
so."    Candid  reader,  if  such  an  argument  proselyte*     ' 
thee  to  Dr.  Crisp's  doctrine,  I  shall  suspect  there  is  no 
small  difference  between  EugUsh  and  Suisse  reason. 

However,  to  make  up  the  weight  of  your  argument, 
you  add, ''  Cornelias  was  a  chosen  vessel."    True,  for 
'  God  hath  cbosen  tio\iVia%^l  \\^  toAxithat  b  godly;' 
and  «ndi  was  Conieli\»  •, '  ^iakft^w>xxBa»i  w|WSiwAjBi»^ 


'  and  one  that  feared  God  with  oil  his  Iianae.'  But  if 
ui;  botmui'ed  oppuiient  apeakx  of  an  elecliOD,  whicb 
dr^gs  after  it  the  hornu's  of  ab^olate  reprobation,  and 
liungs  the  mill-stone  of  UDuvoidnble  damnation  about 
the  neck  of  millions  of  ourfelloiv-creatareii,  t  mnitcall 
for  jjroof. 

'1111  it  coujcs,  [  follow  yon  in  yon r  observations  npon 
the  merit  or  rewardablenesa  of  good  works.  Moat  of 
them  arc  answered.  First  Chtck,  p.  280,  &e,  and  Se- 
cond Check,  p.  357.    The  rest  [  answer  thna  : — 

1.  If  you  do  not  believe  Mr.  Henry,  when  he  assoroi 
ua,  David  speaks  ofhimielf,  '  'I'he  Lord  rewarded  me 
according  to  my  righteoDaiicss,'  &c.,  (Psalm  xvili,) 
believe  at  least  the  sacred  hialotian,  who  confirms  my 
assertion,  2  Sua.  sxii ;  and  consider  the  very  title  of 
the  Psalm,  <  David  spake  unto  tlie  Lord  the  words  of 
thi»  Bong,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  delivered  him  from 
the  hand  ofhia  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  San].' 

2.  Bat  "  when  David  speaks  ia  Ma  own  person,  his 
language  is  very  different."  '  Enter  not  into  Judgment 
with  Ihy  servant,' saya  he,  'for  in  thy  sight  shall  un 
man  liviog  be  justified.'  The  Psalmist  does  not  here 
uiatiadlct  what  he  says  of  the  rewardableneas  of  good 
works,  Psatm  wlii.  He  only  appeals  from  the  law  of 
innocence  to  the  luw  of  grace,  and  only  disclaims  alt 
merit  in  point  of  josCilieation  and  aalvation,  a  thing 
wliich  Mr.  W.  taVea  care  to  do  when  he  aays,  even  iii 
the  Minnies,  "  Not  by  the  merit  of  works,"  but  by 
"believing iu  Christ." 

3.  My  honoured  correspondent  asks  next, — "  Whcic 
is  the  moil  who  has  the  wituesi  of  having  doue  what 
God  commanded  ?"  I  answer,  every  one  has,  wb(i 
'  walks  in  the  light  as  Or '  is  in  the  light,'  and  can  fa.'f 
with  St.  John, '  Beloved,  if  oar  heart  condemn  as  aot, 
then  have  we  cuufideace  towards  God :  And  whatso- 
ever we  ask,  we  receive  of  hitn,  beeauie  we  keep  hia 
commandments,  and  do  thoie  thingn  which  are  pleaa 
ing  in  his  sight.' 

i.  But  Bishop  Bcveridge  epoke  JiiHl  ij;\c  TC-iWHe--^ 
/far  fcc  said  j'n  lifs  Private  TIionEhl-,  '■  \  »vi  vo-ovlV:^''. 
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(lotiet,**  fte.  That  may  be;  inr  he  mi  b«t  a  yoeiig 
converc  wben  be  wrote  his  Mvate  Thoaghti.  1  hope, 
beroie  be  died  be  enjoyed  noie  goipcl  Bbcily*  Art 
whether  he  dider  iot»  we  appeal  fron  hia  VAnm 
Thoaghti*  to  the  aborp  f  atlotd  pabUe  dedaratfoo 
and  evaoielleal  eiperieiice  of  St.  Mn. 

5.  If  many  Roman  CathoBca  do  not  aecrihe  merit 
to  '*  Bwre  external  perfarmaneea,**  I  hafe  done  ten 
"  great  i^lnstiee  s"  and»  to  repahr  that  wrong,  I  dedare 
my  flriiapprobatienofthnteaiceUentpaieagenpon  merit 
whidi  yon  qnote  In  Frendi  from  dm  woito  of  die 
Bbhop  of  Means.  I  any.  In  Frmek^  becanae  year 
En^lih  traniiadon  repreeenta  Um  at  looking  on  off 
opinion  of  merit  ai  ^rwnay  Inent,  whereas  he  bhmiet 
only  r  cjpMon  d*  im  merllf  prmmifimtut^  **  the  doe^ 
trine  of  a  presnmptnons  merit,**— of  a  moit  whIdi  h 
not  all  derifed  from  C3u48t»  and' does  not  terminate  fai 
the  gloTf  of  his  grace. 

The  dying  diaUenge  of  Alex.  Scton  is  answcted  in 
the  Second  Check,  First  Letter.  As  to  your  qnotatioa 
from  Bishop  Cooper,  it  does  as  little  credit  to  his  leam- 
iug,  an  to  his  charity ;  for  St  Angastine,  who  had  no 
more  **  the  spirit  of  Antichrist"  than  the  Bishop  hiin- 
self,  lues  perpetually  the  word  merit ^  in  speaking  oi 
man  and  his  works. 

Let  ns  now  see  how  yon  "  split  the  bur,"  that  Is, 
fix  the  difference  there  is  between  bdng  rewarded  oe- 
cording  to  our  works,^  bbcausb  o/  our  works,  and 
secundum  merita  operum,  **  according  to  the  merit  or 
rewardableneu  which  Christ  gives  to  onr  works."— 
<<  The  diiference,"  say  yon,  **  by  no  means  depends 
upon  the  splitting  of  an  hair ;  tiiose  expressions  are  as 
wide  as  East  from  West."  Are  they  indeed  ?  Then  \t 
most  be  fhe  East  and  West  of  ihcjoap  of  the  world, 
which  meet  in  one  common  line  npon  tiie  globe.  This 
will  appear,  if  we  consider  the  manner  in  wluch  yon 
nntie  the  Gordian  knot 

I  See  1  JohnUL  tt,  vni  FlnlGKcfifc,  i^  980.  SSL  You  have 
no  right  to  throw  oattkte  vJiddQAXn«k^Tn.\Hm^9m^«almY 
quotations  aieflBise. 


■*8S 

"  Good  workd,"  say  yoa,  "  are  rewardei!  bfcause 
Gud  ofhiaown  mere  favour,  rich  grace,  aad  uiide- 
Tterved  bonuty,  IJaa  promiEcd  thnt  he  will  fretly  ^\-c 
nueh  rewards  to  ihuie  whom  he  hag  choseu  in  his  dear 
Son."— Now,  Sir,  ^iinplilj  Ihis  senwnce,  and  yoo  Icll 
us  juit  Eliat  "  good  warlm  are  rewarded,  becau.-e  Cud 
freely  promised  to  reward  tbi'm." 

And  19  this  the  East  of  my  boaonced  oppouent's  or- 
thodoxy }  SarprisingI  Itjuat  meets  the  Weit  of  PopiBli 
lieterodosj'.  You  know.  Sir,  that  'Fhotnad  Anuliiaa 
nnd  Scotus  arc  as  great  diriaes  among  Uie  Ronianist!', 
as  Call-in  and  Lntber  among  the  ProteetantB ;  and  in 
fleeing  from  Mr.  Wesley,  you  are  jnai  gone  over  to  Soi- 
cus  and  Baxter  ;  for  Scotns,  and  Clara,  his  disciple, 
raniutain,  that  if  God  give?  rewards  to  the  godly,  nan 
oritur  obligslio  rx  natura  actut,  led  ex  lappaiiHone 
decreti  ei  pniaii>i,"\ii':  ohligation  docs  not  arise  from 
the  n^lDre  of  the  ahtion  rewaided,  hut  from  the  decree 
and  free  promise  of 'the  renarder."  "Though  fo  luncEi 
be  giveii  iu  scripture  tu  good  works,"  says  the  Council 
of  Trent,  "  yet  far  be  it  from  a  Christian  to  glory  in 
himself,  and  nut  in  the  Lord,  whose  goodness  is  no 
!;reat  tu  all  men,  that  he  wills  thosfi  things  to  be  their 
laeriu,  which  ai-e  Jlii  gifta."  (Van.  IK,  de  JtiaiifJ 

"  Most  Proleaianti,"  says  Baxter,  "  will  lalie  nieril 
o  signify  Bomelhiii;  which  profiCeth  God,  and  which  in 
inr  own,  and  nut  His  gift  and^raM;  but  they  are  inie- 

Some,  however,  aieinore  candid ;  Boccr  aays,  "  l( 
by  meriting,  the  Huly  Fathersand  others  mean  nolliing 
but  to  do  in  faithy  bg  ih»  grace  of  God,  giiod  worti», 
which  [he  Lord  has  promised  lo  reward,  ill  this  aenne," 
(which  is  that  whieli  Scotus,  Baxter,  and  Mr.  W.  flx 
»  meril,]  "  we  shall  in  no  wise  condemn  tliat  word." 

Hence  it  is,  that  whole  cungregatiODs  of  real  I'roicft- 
iiitit  have  not  Ecrupled  at  timen  to  use  the  word  wr 
meril,  iu  their  humblest  addi-efiien  to  the  throne  of 
grace.    "  Congregations  of  real  Protestants  1"  says  my      ' 
honoured  friend.    "  Popery  is  aliuot  ni\l-*«|'iKWM^\. 
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f  aiiiwer,  they  are  the  orthodox  opposen  of  the  Mi- 

uuttfA,  the  truly  hooonrable  the  Conotesi  of  HnntiiigdoD, 

the  Rev.  >f  r.  Shirley,  the  Her.  Mr.  Madan,  and  all  the 

cougregations  that  ase  their  Hymns ;  for  they  all  agree 

to  fling, 

Tbou  hut  th0  tighlniMMi  npply'd. 
By  whkh  w*  NwrtflMvm. 

See  Lady  Hnntiogdon's  Hymns,  British  edition,  page 
399 ;  and  the  Rer.  Mr.  Madan's  Collection,  which  yoa 
freqoeutly  use,  Hymn  xzt,  page  27,  last  stanza.  Come 
then,  dear  Sir,  while  Mr.  M.  shakes  hands  with  his 
renerable  father  Mr.  W.,  permit  tiie  Vindicator  of  the 
Mlnates  to  do  the  same  with  the  author  of  Pi^/M  Om- 
fHemii,  and  let  ns  loTingly  follow  Scotns  and  Baxter, 
singing,  *'  Christ  hath  the  righteousness  supplied,  by 
which  we  merit  heaven." 

If  yoa  say,  **  Tkne ;  bat  It  Is  of  Ood*s  own  mere 
favoar,  rich  grace,  and  nndeserved  bounty  In  Hb  dear 
Son ;"  I  answer.  We  are  agreed,  and  beforehand  I 
sub^'cribe  an  hundred  such  clauses,  being  fully  per- 
suaded of  the  truth  of  Mr.  W.'s  proposition  when 
explained  according  to  the  analogy  of  £uth,  **  Usere  is 
no  original  merit  but  in  the  blood  and  obedience  of 
Chiist ;  and  no  derived  merit,  or,  (if  you  dislike  that 
word  out  of  the  Lock-chapel,)  no  derived  rewardable- 
nessy  but  that  which  we  are  supplied  with  through  the 
Spiiit  of  Christ,  and  the  blood  of  His  cross :"  If  Mr.  W. 
meant  auy  more  by  the  saying  you  hare  quoted,  h^  wUl 
permit  me  to  use  his  own  words,  and  say  that  he 
*'  leaned  too  much  towards  Calvinism." 

I  cauQot  better  close  the  subject  of  Merit,  and 
requite  your  quotation  from  Dr.  Willet,  than  Uy  trans- 
cribing a  third  passage  from  the  pious  and  judicious 
Mr.  Baxter : 

**  We  ai'e  agreed  on  the  negative :  (1.)  'fhat  no  man 
or  angel  can  merit  of  God  in  proper  commutative  jus- 
tice, giving  him  somewhat  for  his  benefits  that  shall 
profit  him,  or  to  which  he  had  no  absolute  right. — (2.) 
No  man  can  merit  aw^  t\v\iv^  olCao^-ssi^wtiiW  terms  of 
the  Jaw  of  innocence,  ^bvxl  v\x\i\^\si^^A>i — ^>i'^^x  ^^ 
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he  merit  auy  Ihing  of  God  by  the  law  of  grace,  unless 
It  be  9Ujipo!iC(I  first  lo  be  a  fr<?e  gift,  and  mettl&d  by 
Christ. 

"And  affirmatively  we  are,  I  thtuk,  agri^ed  ;  (l.J 
That  God  governs  ua  by  a  law  of  grace,  which  hath  a 
pTomiic,  and  gives  by  way  of  reward. — (8.)  'ITiot  God 
calls  it  Hiijaitice  to  reward  men  accordiug  to  his  law 
of  grace.  (Heb.vi.lO;  3  Tim.  iv.  8.)~(3.)  That  tliifl 
supposes,  that  such  works  as  God  rewards  have  a 
nurd/ a/>fi7tnJ«  for  that  reward,  which  cbiefly  ronsists 
"n  these  things,  that  they  spring  from  the  Spirit  of 
Ood,  that  their  faultineas  is  pardoned  through  the  blood 
ind  merits  of  Cliiist,  that  they  are  doiie  in  the  love  and 
o  the  glory  of  God,  aud  that  they  are  presented  to  God 
by  JcsDS  Chrisl. — (4.)  That  thii  moral  aplilude  ia 
called  in  scripture  a{ui,  that  Is,  aorlAinenor  merit  i  so 
that  thus  far  tcortltineia  or  merit  Is  a  scripture  phrase. 
— And,  [5,}  That  this  worthiness  or  merit  if  only  in 
point  of  paternal  governing  juiliee,  acconliiig  to  the 
Ime  of  grace,  ordering  that  which  in  itself  is  ayVee;(/T 
merited  bg  Ckriil. 

"  All  orthodoj:  ChrUiJans  hold  the  rare-deacribed 
doctrine  of  merit  In  ierue,  though  not  in  wordu  For 
they  that  deny  merit,  confess  thereicardablenea  of  our 
obedience,  aud  acknowledge  that  the  scriptnre  useth 
the  term  aorthy,  and  that  0(101  aud  ofia,  nay  be  ttaus- 
lated  tafriling  and  merit,  as  well  as  aerthg  and  aorthi- 
neii.  This  is  the  same  thing,  in  other  words,  which 
the  ancient  Christians  meant  by  merit.  When  godly 
persons  earnestly  extol  hollnesi,  saying  that '  the  righ^' 
eons  Is  more  excellent  than  his  neighboar,'  and  yet 
deny  all  merit,  revilitig  all  that  assert  it,  they  do  but 
shew  (hat  they  onderstand  not  the  word,  aud  think 
others  also  Diisunderstand  it :  And  so  we  are  reproach- 
ing ouc  another,  where  we  are  agreed,  and  know  it 
not;  like  the  woman  who  turned  away  her  aervaot 
DpoD  the  controversy,  Whether  the  bouse  should  be 
swept  with  a  btsom,  or  with  a  broom. 

"The  partial  teachers  are  the  cause  of  this,  wtulc, 

instead  of  opening  tlie  doctrine,  ani  s\itVw.%\ii.  -wVw. 

X  6 
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9enatwth»ewh»tnot9UfWprtkiM§motm€riifthti  1 
without  dktlMtloB  cry  dows  M«r<r,  sad  njfnmdkikm 
that  do  otbcrwiw.  And  if  tliqr  do  bst  My,  <  8«A  t 
MMtpealM  for  acfteftad  froe-wiU/  th«y  tidak  tt8 
tiMy  Mdklctttly  raider  liia  odioM  to  tlicir  lUloiAn; 
when  yet  all  nber  ChrittiMM  itt  an  iges  Imve  boeaitf 
merliudfiw^mUliutkmmadumm,  Aad  ianot  di 
to  be  adtenarlea  la  tntht  aad  love«  and  peace  ? 

•' I  fonaeriy  tlMaiK  tfM*  tho^i^wa  ^;i«a  ia  da 
IAiiVr«  it  ia  ben  10  oadttlM  aaaw »  becaaae  tfM  Fipitfi 
jMfe  abated  it :  Aad  ItMalno  adli  ia  aMJi  coaipaahi, 
where  the  ate  of  it,  aot  aadciilaod,  will  acaadilbi 
aiea»  aad  do  aiore  Iuubi  thaa  good.  Bat  la  other 
cawiflaaif  Aiakitbetter  )ke^tha  taard,  (1.)  Lett 

weieeia  to  the  igooiaat,  to  beof  aaoAer  rc^i^  ttai 
.aUtheaadeat  charehea  wera^— (8J  Leal  we  haidea 
tfie  FNditB,  Oradn  aad  oyian,  by  dfimyiag  Um  aoaai 
doctriae  la  Uraw,  which  <hey  idU  thiak  we  deay  la 
j#aM^— Aad,  (S.)  Bec$aae  oar  peaary  of  words  iaaadi, 
that  for  my  patt  1  remember  ao  other  word  so  fit  to 
snbidtnte  Instead  of  merii,  duerit  or  war$Mnes$.  The 
word  rewardMblenesi  U  long  and  hanh.  But  It  is  no- 
thing else  that  we  mean."— Baxter's  End  of  Doctrinal 
C<mirover*i€$i  page  294. 

RBMARKS  ON   MR*  HILL'S  FOURTH  LETTER, 

I  am  glad  that  my  hononred  opponent.  In  tiie  begin* 
ning  of  his  Fourth  Letter,  does  hlr.  W.  the  Jnstioe  to 
admit  of  the  explanation  I  have  given  of  that  misnnder* 
stood  assertion,  **  All  who  are  convinced  of  sin  mder- 
raloe  themselves."  Had  yon  done  otiierwise.  Sir,  yon 
would  have  *  shewn  judgment  widiont  mercy/  Never- 
theless, yon  still  think  that  explanation /orceif/  while 
many  believe  it  not  only  natnnd,  and  agreeable  to  Mr. 

^  'Mtit«greitsdvsitafetoUiePipMB,*isyiourJudlcioufaittbor, 
"  that  many  ProlailsnttvtioDydJfldaim  the  word  m«rtt,  and  dmply 
&mj  the  merit  ofgoipeloliedtanee.   For  hflreupon  the  teachcn  iheir 

their  acbolan,  that  all  the  Fathera  apeak  formerit,  and  do  tell  th«Bf 
Chst  the  PttiMUtA^odODXA^wsm  v^\tisB!iai^%»\iis^ctmtamif  tp 
all  the  andeDl  dMAon*,  aDA^iibm^ebik  vjbsftan  Wft^^^«^^te*t«f»» 
«» iiwidw  If  thiy  b*m\v,  toow«»w^«w».* 


W.'a  whale  plan  of  doctrme,  but  so  solid  that  no  argO' 
meuts  can  overthrow  it.  If  you  turn  to  the  Secoud 
Check,  {Vol,  i,  pages  358,  359.)  you  will  see  more 
clearlf,  tliatyondo  Mr.  W.  no  favour  in  "dismissing 
this  article  of  Che  Mioates." 

But  you  prepare  to  attaeli  the  next  willi  the  utmost 
rigour,  -i  part  of  ihe  Minutes  uAie/i  yoa  ealeem  moaS 
contrarg  to  sound  doctrine,  is,  say  you,  that  "  We  are 
every  hour  aod  every  momeDt  pleasing,  or  displeasing 
to  Ood,  according  to  the  whole  of  our  ioward  tempers 
and  outward  behaviour,"  &c,  Aoditis,  town,  dia- 
metrically opposite  ti>  the  favourite  BeutimeDtirhich 
yon  thus  express,  "  Though  I  believe  that  David's  sin 
displeased  die  Lord,  must  1  tberetbi'e  believe  that  Da- 
rid's  PERSON  was  under  tlie  curK  of  the  law  ?"  (I 
sappoae  you  mean  under  God'*  diipUasure,  for  of  this 
Mr.  W.  apealis ;  iior  docs  he  mention  the  curie  of  the 
late  in  all  the  Mintites.}  You  boldly  answer,  "  Surely 
no. — Like  Ephraim,  he  was  atlU  a  pleasant  child : 
Though  he  went  on  frowardly,"  in  adulteiy  and  mur- 
der, "be  dill  not  lose  the  cbararler  of  the  man  aftci- 
God'a  own  heart."  Vou  might  as  well  have  adi-anced 
at  once  that  unguarded  proposition  of  Dr.  Crisp,  "Ood 
does  DO  longer  stand  displeased,  though  a  believer  do 
sin  often  :  No  sin  can  possibly  do  him  any  hurt,"  Is 
this  what  you  call  '  sound  doctrine  ?'  And  is  that  the 
wont  part  of  the  Slinvtea,  which  opposea  such  a  dan- 
gerous tenet  ?  Then  huw  exceUenI  must  the  other 
parts  be !  ludeed,  Sir,  their  Vindicator  could  say 
nothing  stronger  tu  demonstrate  their  aoundnesfi,  eea- 
sooableness,  and  importance.  But  let  us  consider  yoor 
argVDienls ;  and  that  with  such  care  a«  the  importance 
of  the  subject  tei^nires 

David's  SIN  displeased  the  Lord,"  but  not  <■  his 

-HRBON."    This  is  wliat  yuu  niUEt  mean,  if  you  oppiue 

"    "f.'s  proposition.    I  lite  your  shifting  the  lerms; 

sign  (hat  you  are  a  little  ashamed  the  world  should 

the  good  Doctor's  scheme  wfthoiw,  aotoc  wkwov 

taha  ret  w(.— (l.^  \oot  \u^:^nlBS\^l\^,'fitt»S 


^heetl 
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the  Lord  wm  not  dlnpteased  at  Dand*s  permm,  bein 
bftrd  upon  the  equity  aud  Teracity  of  God.  Darid  com- 
ntti  adultery  and  murder  in  Jerusalem^  and  Clau&s 
in  Rone.  God  sees  them,  and  says,  agreeably  to  yov 
•cbcBBe,  '*  They  are  both  guilty  of  the  same  crimes,  aid 
**  both  impenitent;  but  Darid  is  a  Jew,  an  dect,  i 
'*  aheep.and  therefore,  though  he  sins  against /en  timet 
**  more  light  than  the  other,  I  am  not  at  all  diafdeased 
**  It  him.  But  Claudius  is  an  Heathen,  a  reprobate,  t 
**  goat,  and  my  anger  smokes  against  him ;  he  shall 
"  surely  die."_lf  thb  is  God's  method,  how  am  He 
oudie  the  foUowing  appeal  ?,  *  O  house  of  Isnely  are 
not  my  ways  equal  ?  Are  not  your  ways  unequal  ?— 
The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die :  Wherefore,  tarn  ye. 
Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ?'— See  Ezek.  xtUL 
and  Second  Check,  Vol.  i.  p.  381. 

(2.)  Your  distinction  is  overthrown  by  scriptare:  For 
we  read,  (Gen.  xzzviii.  10,)  that  '  The  thing  whidi 
Onan  did,  displeased  the  Lord.'  *' True,"  might  you 
say,  upon  your  scheme,  *'thifl  is  the  very  thing  I  assert: 
This  mode  of  speech  shews  that  God  was  angry  at  Onan's 
Hn,  and  not  at  his  prrwii."— But  this  would  be  a  great 
mistake,  honoured  Sir ;  for  the  eacred  historian  adds 
immediately,  f^here/ore  God  slew  him  aUo,  He  shewed 
His  heavy  displeasure  at  his  person,  by  punishing  him 
with  death,  as  well  as  his  brother  Er,  who  was  mcked 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

(3.)  But  if  you  will  not  believe  Mr.  W.  when  he 
declares,  that  God  U  displeased  at  the  persotu  of  the 
righteous,  the  moment  they  do  those  things  which  dis- 
please. Him,  believe  at  least  the  oracles  of  God.  *  God's 
anger  was  kindled  against  Moses.'  (Ea:od.  Iv.  14.)— 

*  The  Lord  was  very  angry  against  Aaron ;'  (Dent.  ix. 
20  ;)  and  with  all  Israel,  witness  those  awful  words, 

*  Let  me  alone,  that  I  may  consume  them  in  a  moment !' 
—Isaiah,  whom  you  allow  to  be  an  elect,  says,  'Thou 
wast  angry  with  me  :'  God  himself  says,  (Isaiah  xlvii. 
6,)  *  I  was  angry  with  my  people  :'    And  David,  who 

/reqaeutly  deprecalea  Go^**^t^^  Vii  V&&  ^ultential 
Psalms,  observes,  tii^t '  Vi\^  ^««  va^J«i^  ^MQj»a^Si^ 


sheep  of  his   pasture,'  when   Ihfy  go  astray.      (Paalm 

(4.)  The  New  Testamenl  inculcalea  this  doctrine  u 
well  as  (he  Old.  SC.  Panl,  having  reminded  the  belieV' 
ers  of  Ephesua,  that  'no  whoremonger,  or  covetous 
person,  hath  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Chti«t 
Hud  of  God,'  subjoins  this  seasonabie  caution,  '  Let  no 
man  deceive  yon  ;'  no,  not  those  good  men,  Dr.  Criap, 
and  the  author  of  Pielas  Oxoitiettsii :  '  For,  becanse  of 
these  things  thewrathofOodcometh  upon  the  children 
of  disobedienfe,' — "  Iniposaible  1,"  say  those  orthodox 
Protestants;  "  you  may  he  '  children  of  disobedience,' 
not  only  unto  '  whoredom  and  covetousness,'  but  unto 
adulteiyand  morder,  without  fearing  that  'the  wrath 
of  God  will  come  upon  yoa  for  these  things :'  No,  no, 
yon  will  be  '  pleasant  children  still.'" — See  findicalioft, 
vol.1,  pp.300,  301. 

II.  You  proceed  :  "  Shall  I  believe,  that,  becanse 
David  was  ungrateful,  God,  whose  gi/li  and  caUmg$ 
are  without  repentance,  was  unfaithful?" — And  shall  I 
believe,  (hat  God  is  not  as/aiVA/tif  when  he  accomplishes 
his  threatenings,  as  when  he  fulfils  his  promises  ?  Yon 
reply,  "  God'i  gift)  and  eallingt  are  vHlAaat  repent- 
ance." Aad  does  this  prove,  that  God's  warnings  are 
without  meaning,  and  his  threatenings  without  truth  ? 
St  Paul  spoke  those  words  of  theelectionof  theJews ; 
and,  itiscerlain,  God  does  not  repent  that  he  formerly 
called  them,  and  gave  them  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  any 
more  than  he  repeats  hishavingnowrf;£i?(»^  them,  and 
taken  from  them  the  good  land  which  he  gave  their 
fathers  :  For  as  he  had  once  saliicient  reasons  to  do 
the  one,  so  he  has  now  to  do  the  other. 

But  If  you  will  make  this  passage  mean,  that  the  di- 
vine favour  and  blessings  can  never  befoifeitedthrongh 
any  fall  into  siu  \  I  beg  yon  will  answer  these  queries. 
Had  not  God  given  all  angels  a  place  in  his  &vour  and 
glory  ?  And  did  uot  many  of  thein  lose  It  by  tbeir  fall  > 
Was  not  innocent  Adam  interested  in  tUeDWiae?wQ«[ 
and  linage?  And  did  he  not  \o!e  Viot\i,W^ii*w»ri'&i^*' 
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radwe,  when  he  frll  into  bin  ?  Did  not  king  Saul  forfeit 
the  crown  whirh  God  had  fiven  him,  and  the  throne  to 
which  lie  had  entiled  him  ?  Were  not  Jndas'i  MlBtif 
and  apostleship  forfeited  bf  his  nnfaithfolnets,  as  wfll 
as  one  of  the  tvrelre  Mroii«t  which  Christ  bad  promised 
htm  ?  What  will  yon  say  of  the  unprofitable  serrast, 
fHmrwhom  his  Lordtool^  the  talent  luilnproTcd  ?  Loft 
he  not  a  blessing  ^vmi,  and  hU  e^ing  to  oe^wpg  with 
It  ?  And  can  yon  assert,  that  the  man  who  took  his 
feUow-nerrant  by  the  throat,  did  not  lose  iAe/brghe- 
m€9i  of  a  debt  of  ten  thouaemd  talenti  ?  Or  that  those 
apostates,  who  '  tread  underfoot  the  blood  of  the  co- 
tTnant  wherewith  they  were  sanctified,'  do  nut  forfeit 
their  sanctification  by  do^  despite  to  the  Spirit  ef 
ftmee  T  U  it  right  thus  to  set  the  anthor  of  the  Episde 
to  the  Romans,  against  the  anthor  of  the  Epistle  to  die 
Hebrews  ? 

III.  Your  bringing  in  <  backsliding  Ephraim,  the  plea- 
»ant  chUdy*  as  a  witness  of  the  truth  of  your  doctriue, 
id  a  most  unhappy  proof.  '  Rejoice  not,  O  Israel,  85 
other  people,*  says  thel^rd,  (Hosea  ix.  1,)  *  for  thou 
hast  gone  a  whoring  from  thy  God.'  This  whoring 
Israel  is  called  Kphraim,  verse  13. — Ephraim,\\\c  plea* 
sant  child,  is  planted  as  a  pleasant  plant.  Notwith- 
standing, '  Ephraira  shall  bring  forth  his  children  for 
the  murderer.  All  their  wickedness  is  in  Gilgal :  For 
there  I  hated  them.  For  the  wickedness  of  their  doiug» 
I  will  drive  them  out  of  mine  hoose  :  /  wifilove  them 
no  more*  Hence  the  prophet  obserres  immediately 
after,  '  Ephraim  is  smitten ;  my  God  will  cast  them 
away,  because  they  did  not  hearken  unto  Him.' 

IV.  However,  my  honoured  friend  still  affirms,  that 
**  David,  notwithstanding  his  horrible  backslidings,  did 
not  lose  the  character  of  the  man  after  God's  own  heart.** 
— But  you  will  permit  me  to  believe  the  contrary. 

1.  Upon  the  testlmouY  of  the  Psalmist  himself,  who 
.says,  in  your  favowTile  Ya^m^  *  'V:\^avs.\sa»\.  <»&\  q€  and 
abhorred,  thou  bast  \>eew  \c\^  v{xQ^v^^JEtS5fiAXi^K\tfsv^ 


ed ;  tliou  hast  made  void  the  covenant  of  thj  servant ; 
tbuu  bastprofkuedhisrrannbycaatmgitlothegroiiDd.' 
(Psalm  IxsKis.  38.) 

2.  Where  h  David  called  the  man  after  Ood'a  own 
heart,  while  he  condaiiedan  impenitent  adulterer  ?  Haw 
mUL-h  more  gnarded  is  the  scripture  than  your  Letten  ? 
'  David  did  thatwhlch  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
and  turned  not  aside,  save  only  in  the  matter  of  Uriah." 
(I  Kings  XV.  5.)  Here  you  see  the  immoral  pareulheils 
of  ten  months  spent  in  adultery  and  ronrder,  expressly 
pointed  at,  and  eiccpted  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

3.  David  himself,  far  from  tliinkrng  that  ain  eould 
never  separate  between  Qoil  and  ajiul  man  who  dra«» 
fiaeiinto  wickednesa,  speaks  thus  in  the  last  eharge 
whieh  be  gave  to  Solomon  ;  *  And  thou,  Solomon  my 
son,  linowtheGodofibjfather,  and  serve  him  with  a 
jierfect  heart.  If  thou  seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of 
theci  but  if  thou  forsakehim,  he  will  cast  thee  off  fdr 
ever.'  [1  Chron.  xxvtii.  9.)  Hence  it  Appears,  that  the 
God  of  Solamon's  father  is  very  different  from  the  pic- 
ture which  Dr.  Crisp  draws  of  David"*  God  I  The  for- 
mer can  be  so  displeaseil  at  an  impenitent  backBlider,ai 
to  cast  him  off  for  ever .-  while  the  latter  acconnts  htm 
aplcaiaiU  child  ilill.  Bat  let  uh  come  to  matter  of 
fact, 

4.  Displeasure,  anger,  or  wrath  in  God,  i»  ootlbM 
disturbing,  boisterous  passion  so  natural  to  fallen  man ; 
but  an  invariable  disapprobation  of  sin,  and  a  steady 
design  to  punish  the  sinner.  Now  God  severely  man!' 
fested  his  righteousdispleasure  at  David's  person,  when 
He  pnnished  him  by  not  restraining  any  longer  (he 
ambition  of  his  rebellions  son.  How  remarkably  did 
his  dreadfnl  punishments  answer  bis  heinoas  crimes  I 
He  wanted  the  fruit  of  lii!>  adultery  to  live,  but  inflexi- 
ble justica  destroys  it.  ■  The  crown  of  righteoutneit 
was  fallen  from  his  bead,*  and  his  royal  crown  is*  pro- 
faned and  cast  to  the  ground.'  He  bad  not  turned  out 
'  the  way-faring  man,'  the  hellish  tempter;  and  hit  Is 
turned  oat  of  his  own  palace  and  klngdoni.     He  flnu 


494  THIRD  CBBCK 

beyond  Jordan  Tor  hb  life  ;  and.  at  he  flees,  Shimci 
tlirowf  stones  at  him ;  roUies  of  curses  aoGompany  the 
stones ;  and  the  most  cottlog  challenges  follow  tiK 
airses :  '  Come  ont,  thoa  bloody  man/  aidd  he,  *  tboo 
man  of  Belial !  The  Lord  hath  deliTered  thy  fclngdoa 
Into  the  hand  of  Absalom  thy  son ;  and  behold  Am 
art  talcen  in  thy  mischkf,  because  thou  art  a  Uoodj 
man.'  To  which  David  conld  answer  nothing,  but ''  *  Let 
**  kim  eurH  :fw  the  Lwrd^  by  not  restraining  his  wick- 
'*  ednesSyiUrM  permlssirely  Mitf  imlo  AJm,  Cur9€  Drnrni: 
'*  I  see  the  impartial  Jostice  of  a  sin*avenging  God, 
'*  throogh  the  cniel  abase  of  this  raging  man."  Tbu 
was  not  all :  He  had  ucfttlff  committed  adultery  with  j 
Uriah's  wife,  and  his  son  pub^elg  commita  incest  with  I 
his  wires.  And,  to  complete  the  horror  of  his  punish- 
ment. He  leaves  the  most  dreadful  curse  upon  his  pos- 
terity :  *  Thou  hast  slain  Uriah  with  the  sword  of  the 
children  of  Ammon,'  says  the  Lord,  *  now  therefoit 
the  sword  shall  never  depart  from  thy  house,'  and  thy 
own  cbildreu  bliali  murder  one  another.  What  a  terri- 
ble punishment  was  this  !  And  how  strong  must  be 
the  prejudice  of  those  who  maintain,  that  Qod  was  not 
displeased  at  David*s  person  / 

V.  Pass  we  uow  to  an  argument  which  you  seem  to 
consider  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  your  doctrine : 
**  If  one  believer  sin  by  an  unclean  thought,"  say  you, 
"  and  another  by  an  unclean  act,  does  the  former  con- 
**  tiuue  in  a  state  of  grace^  and  the  other  forfeit  his 
^*  sonii^hip  ?  Talse  heed  lest  you  should  be  forced  to  go 
^'  to  Rome  for  an  answer  to  this  qncry." 

Without  goingeven  to  the  couvent  of  the  Benedictine 
Monies  in  Paris,  I  answer,  It  is  evident  from  scripture, 
that  an  adulterous  thought,  delighted  in,  is  adultery. 
He  that  entertains  such  a  thought  is  an  adulterer,  one 
who  is  absolutely  unfit  for  the  presence  of  au  holy  God. 
*  Be  not  deceived,'  says  St.  Paul,  '  neither  fornicators, 
nor  adulterers  shall  inherit  the  Iiingdomof  God.'  There- 
fore adultery  of  \\e^n  c^xXa^i^iV^  ^sLcludes  an  impenitent 
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backslider  out  of  heaven ;  thoagh  it  will  not  alnk  him 
into  so  deep  a  hell,  a*  if  lie  had  drawu  another  iato 
the  commissiou  of  liia  iolended  crime.    Vou  add, 

"  But  if  David  had  onJy  had  an  angry  thou  ghl,  hehad 
"  still  been  a  murderer  in  the  sight  of  God." — Not  so; 
For  there  is  a  righteous  anger,  which  is  a  virtue  and  not 
a  sin  1  or  else  how  could  Christ  '  have  looked  round 
abuut  on  the  Phariaeea  with  anger,'  and  continued 
sinless  ?  Vau  mean  probably,  that  if  David  had  only 
/lated  LTriah  in  his  heart,  he  wnuld  hai-e  been  a  mur- 
derer. If  ao,  your  observation  bi  veryjnat,  tor 'he  that 
haleth  his  brother,'  says  St. John,  'is  a  murderer; 
and  you  huaw,'  adds  he,  '  that  no  murderer,'  though 
be  H-ere  a  loyal  Psalmiit,  '  hath  eternal  life  abiding  In 
bim.' 

But  what  do  you  get  by  these  argmnents  ?  Nothing 
at  all.  Yon  only  make  it  easier  to  prove,  that  your 
doctriue  is  erroueous.  For  if  David  would  have  for- 
feited heaven,  by '  looking  on  Uriah's  wife,  to  lust^after 
ber  in  bis  heart,'  or  by  intending  in  hU  breast  to  mur- 
der  her  husband ;  how  mpch  more  did  he  forfeit  it 
when  mental  sius  fully  ripened  into  outward  enormities! 
'  Ye  are  of  your  lather  the  devil,  whose  works  ye  do," 
saidChrist  to  some  of  the  chosen  nation:  And  if  adul- 
tery and  murder  are  works  of  the  devil,  it  follows  from  i 
those  wonht  of  oor  Lord,  t1i3t  wliile  David  continued 
impenitent,  he  was  tiot '  a  man  after  God's  own  heart,' 
as  my  honoured  opponent  too  charitably  snppoaes ; 
buti  man  after  llie  own  htart  of  Mm  '  who  abode  not  in 
the  truth,  and  was  a  murderer  from  ihc  beginning.' 

VI.  fiat  you  add,  ■<  Siu  did  not  reign  in  him  as  a 
kiiig,  it  only  for  a  time  usurped  as  a  tyrant."  Nay,  Sir, 
siu  is  a  tyrant  wherever  he  reigns,  and  be  reigns  wher- 
ever he  Hsarps.  "  Where  will  you  draw  the  line" 
between  the  reign  and  tyranny  of  sin  ?  Are  not  both 
included  under  the  word  dominion?  '  Sin,'  says  St. 
Paul,  'shall  nucbace  dominion  over  yoa  that  ar«  under 
gTBCe.'  Had  I  made  such  a  distinction  as  Ihia,  some 
ProtB»twita>roiild«le»eTTiifflylWTOo»>teiUmrtnyln**^\  ^ 
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bot  M  it  comet  from  the  orthodox  asthor  of  PMa 
OfOfiiraHf,  It  will  |>roboblf  past  fiDr  ewmrngtUemL 

Very  diffrrent,  bowefer.  Is  8c  Feler'a  orthiif 
*  Of  whom  a  man  is  overcome/  Myt  be,  <  of  the  mm 
b  he  brovght  Into  bondage.  For  If  after  Hwf  hM 
escaped  the  poUntlon  of  the  worid  lbro«|^  the  kasn- 
ledfe  of  the  Lord  Jesvs  Christ,  they  are  i^ala  irtwiW 
therein  and  orereome,  the  latter  end  U  wone  wli 
them  than  the  beginning.'  Neverthelna,  even  saA 
apostates,  so  long  as  the  day  of  their  visltatkia  lastiAi 
amy  again  repent  and  bdlere;  for,  as  yoa  Joadysb- 
serve,  Aey  have  still  *  an  Advocate  with  tfie  Mmt, 
Jesas  Christ  the  lUghteoas.' 


VII.  Von  try  to  prove  your  point  by  ecriptaR; 
*  There  is,'  say  yon,  *  no  Qjmdemnatlon  to  them  whi 
are  la  Christ'  Tkne ;  bvt  It  Is  while  tliey  *  walk  ail 
after  the  flesh,  bot  after  the  Spirit ;'  a  daoae  wUek 
yon  pmdently  keep  ont.  of  sight.  And,  snrelj,  DwU 
walked  after  the  flesh,  when  in  the  act  of  adalteiy  aai 
murder.  Yon  proceed :  *  Who  shall  lay  any  tUng  ts 
the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?'  Nobody,  if  God's  elect 
are  penitent  believers, '  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh;' 
but  if  they  are  impei^tent  adulterers  and  hypocritical 
murderers/— Jews  and  Gentiles,  law  and  gospel,  pro< 
phets  and  apostles,  God  and  their  own  consdeoce,  all 
will  agree  to  lay  their  crimes  to  their  charge.  Yon 
uige,  that  *  Christ,  by  one  offering,  hath  for  ever  per- 
fected them  that  are  sanctified.'  True !  but  not  those 
who  are  umanciified:  And,  certainly,  such  are  all 
adulterers  and  murderers.  These  ought  rather  to  be 
ranked  with  those  who  *  tread  under  (oot  the  blood  of 
the  covenant  wherewith  they  were  sanctified.' 

It  is  said,  however,  '  ye,'  believing,  loving,  frnitfol 
Colossians,  (see  chap.  I.  4,  6,)  *  are  complete  in  him.' 
It  is  so ;  but  not,  ye  impenitent  backslideri,  ge  uncleam 
deJUen  of  another's  bed, — Such  are  *  complete'  In  evil, 
not  10  goody  in  Belial,  not  in  Christ.  Alas,  for  the 
prostitution  of  the  aacte^  wi^  ^.mx^'vwAlqC  God  I  Can 
it  also  be  pressed  Vuto  ikie  «atvV»  ^1  YNk^^««««^«s^ 
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,  impurilj .'  To  rescae  at  least  one  sentence  from  such 
,  maniresi  abuse,  I  might  obserre,  the  original  may  with 
I  the  greatest  propriety  be  rendered,  JUted  with  (ot  by) 
,  him,  instead  of  '  complete  in  him  ;'  and  I  think  the 
I  contest  fixes  this  sense  upon  it.  The  apostle  is  can- 
■  tioaing  the  Colossiana  against  vain  philosophers,  whose 
I  doctrine  was  empty  and  deceitfnl.  Now  that  he  may  do 
,  this  the  more  efiectualtr,  he  points  onl  a  more  excellent 
,  Teacher,  whose  character  and  qualiticatiDns  he  de- 
,  scribes  when  be  says,  ■  In  him  dwelleth  the  fnlnese, 
I  v\tipaiiia,  of  the  Oodhead.'  He  immediately  adds, 
■mnKniK'iai'oi  '"  aura,  (a  verb  of  the  same  etymology 
with  the  iionn,  and  undoubtedly  of  a  similar  import.) 
•  ye  are  filled  with,  (or  fty)  him.'  As  if  he  hud  aiud, 
"  Christ  is  filled  with  the  Godhead  of  the  Father,  and 
"  je  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  Spirit  of  wisdom, 
"  ri((iiteouanesa  and  strength."  Pleniludo  Chrisli, sayi 
the  learned  end  pious  Bengelius  on  the  passage,  redun- 
dot  in  eccUaiara,  "  The  fulness  o(  God  dwelleth  in  the 
"  Mediator,  and  overflows  upon  his  church." — The 
very  sense  onr  translators  hare  given  the  very  same  two 
words  in  Eph.  iii.  19.  Why  they  rendered  them  dififer- 
ently  here,  la  hard  to  say. 

VIII.  Yongoon,  "Nofallsor  backalidingsiuGod's 
*'  children  can  ever  bring  them  again  nnder  condemna- 
"  tion,  because  the  lam  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ 
"  Jettu  hath  made  than  free  from  thu  law  of  tin  and 
"  death." — A  most  dangerous  proposition,  Mposed 
(Firil  Chech,  p.  399,)  and  contrary  lo  the  very  scripture 
by  which  you  try  to  support  it.— (t.)  To  the  rontem, 
where  those  lo  whom  '  tfiere  is  no  condemnation,'  are 
said  to  be  persons  '  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,'  and 
are  therefore  very  different  from  impenitent  adulterers 
and  murderers,  who  bring  forth  the  most  execrable 
fmitsoflhefleah.— (2.)  To  the  teW  itself ;  for  if'the 
law,  or  poicer  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  bath 
made  the  believer  free  from  the  law  or  poicer  of  sin,' 
how  can  he  berepreseutedas  thesarae'  siinwi^ols\»-i 
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ther  with  jroiir  pljicing  "  an  aogrj  thoaght"  i 
with  deliberate  m order,  seems  to  insiniiat 
make  rery  little  difference  l>etween  an  atroc 
and  a  sin  of  surpriM* ;  so  that,  upon  yoni 
bloody  morderer  may  plead  that  he  is  not  n 

**^  than  a  man  who  has  felt  a  motion  of  impat 

the  latter  may  be  harried  oot  of  his  wits,  i 
committed  marder.  To  remove  this  mista 
only  ol>9enre,  that  if  all  are  Papists  who  mak< 
difference  between  yarioos  sins,  or  betwee 

\i  sins  Tarionsly  aggravated,  my  worthy  opp< 

'  sonnd  a  Papist  as  myself :  For  when  he  acts 

t .  irate,  he  does  not  promiscnouMy  pass  the  sai: 

npon  every  one.  He  commits  one  to  priso 
misses  another  with  a  gentle  reprimand, 
himself  HCts  you  the  example.  Pharisees  si 
'  the  GREATER  damnation,'  and  it  shall  be  * 
rable  for  Sodom,  that  for  Chorazih  in  the  d 
ment:'  Whence  we  may  justly  infer,  that 
some  is  more  "  moontainons"  than  that  of  < 
Bat  as  yon  have  made  choice  of  David's  a 


C.  What  fullows  in  a  sweet  and  smooth  AuUnomlan 
,  so  much  the  moni  dangerous  an  it  U  gill  wilh  jo!d 
Bii  from  the  sanctuary,  frojii  the  gaUen  altar  iUelf. 
nee  it  IE  that  multitudes  :<VTatlnw  it  dowD  at  rieA 
'ce,  wilhoot  the  least  :icru|i]e  or  auspicion.  Lord,  dart 
earn  of  th;  wisdom  into  the  mind  nf  thy  servant,  that 
lay  separate  the  precious  from  the  vilcj  and  expoie 
dangerous  ingrolient  without  depreciating  the  gold 

'  What  is  all  sin,"  do  yon  say,  "  btfore  the  infinitely 
>reeious  atoning  blooU  of  Jesns?"  Nothing  nl  all, 
:eu  that  blood  ia  humbly  apprehended  by  peuilent 
ietera,  who  depait  from  (dl  iniquity.  But  when 
is  '  accounted  a  common  thin;,  and  trodden  under 
It'  by  impenitent  apostates  ;  or  wantonly  pleaded  in 
TcDce  of  sin,  by  loose  Nicolaitans  or  lakewarm 
ofUceans,  it  docs  not  answer  ita  gracious  design.  On 
!  contrary, '  How  shall  we  escape,'  i^aya  St.  Paul, '  if 
!  thus  neglect  such  great  saltation  f '  And  '  of  how 
oil  sorer  pnnishnient  l/ian  other*,  shall  Ihey  he 
aght  worthy,  who  do  such  despite  to  the  Spirit  of 
,ce  !■  See  Hebrews  ii.  5 ;  x.  29.  You  go  on, 
'  If  Christ  has  fulfilled  tlie  whole  law  and  boiue  the 
:urse,  (hen  all  debts  and  claims  against  his  people, 
)e  they  taon  or  be  they  less,  be  they  small  or  be  they 
jiest,  be  they  before  or  be  ihej  after  conversion,  are 
or  erer  and  for  ever  raiiceiled.  All  trespasses  are 
brgiven  them. — Tfaey  are  justified  from  all  Ihioga. — 
They  already  have  everlasting  life."~Whal  t,  before 
y  i-epenl  and  believe  ?  A  bold  assertion  this !,  which 
s  Jusns  ^lainst  Christ, — our  IMest  against  our  Pro- 
::1.  For  Christ  himself  teaches  ns,  that  many  for 
om  his  '  fadings  are  L'llltd,  and  all  things  are  now 
dy,'  tbrongh  an  obstinate  refusal  of  his  lincere  (I 
le  nobody  will  say  hypocrilical)  invitation,  *  shall 
er  labile  of  his  supper.'  And  as  if  tills  were  nut 
mgh  to  arm  ns  against  your  doctrine,  he  comniissi  on  cd 
apo<lle  to  assure  his  church,  that  some  who  have 
led  of  his  gospel -sup  per,  thai  '»,  "wVo  '  Votc  \wkm 


nHjincfi,  lute  tMied  tlw  hetsma^  gift,  d^f 
wotd  •iOod,  and  the  ^wcn  af  tte  wotld  to  eoM, 
amdtf  to  tbemielTCt  the  Son  of  Oo4  afteok,*  aol, 
thai  flNMS,  to  tottdly  fidl  Mff^,  tfuit  *  k  it  ImpotttU 
rtMirthemtfaiBtorapatfttct.'  Adearproofli 
Iktt  tkow  w1m>»  '  owe  trmfj^  raptntod'  and  were  c 
'  aade  ptrtaken  of  tlw  Holy  Ohott,'  amy  <  qaoKh 
Spirit,  aad  ala  tftlatt tta  Holf  GImmI }'  maj  note 
Adl,  bat  ftOl  fiaally.  (Heb.  rL  4.) 

t.  Yoardtariaaaetialto  oar  H1^  Meal  aftimt 
iMaftaly  Klag » iriio  dtdareif  tiiat  if  he  who  wat  c 
hb  flddiftil  tenaat.  <  lM|iM  to  teat  hit  fellow  tcnrai 
inch  nort  to  ataider  Uma,  he  wlll»  at  Jvdge  of 
coaiBiand  hin  tote*  teand  haad  aad  iMit»  aad  d 
fered  to  ^tut  tonaeaton.'  See  Seeood  Chedc^  to 
page  381. 

3,  Year  doctriae  dnut  aftor  ll  aU  i»  abtarfitlB 
etentl»  tlitolato  Jattfdcation.  It  tett  adde  Ihe  at 
repentance  and  fldth,  in  order  to  pardon  and  acceptv 
It  represents  tte  sins  of  the  elect  as  forgiven,  not  c 
tefort  they  are  conlested,  hat  even  tefore  they  are  a 
mitted ;  a  notion  whidi  that  strong  Calnnist,  Dr.  Oi 
himself,  conld  not  bnt  oppose.  It  supposes,  that  all 
penitents  who  have  believed,  that  tbey  were  once  'd 
dren  of  wrath,'  and  that  God  was  displeased  at  tli 
when  they  lived  jn  sin,  have  believed  a  lie.  It  ma 
the  preadiiDg  of  the  gospel  one  of  the  most  absn 
wicked,  and  barbarous  things  in  the  world.  For  w 
can  be  more  absurd  than  to  say, '  Repent  ye,  aad  beli 
the  gospel :  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damnc 
if  a  certain  number  can  never  repent  or  believe,  f 
a  certain  number  can  never  be  damned  ?  And  w 
can  be  more  wiclscd,  than  to  distress  elect  sinners, 
bidding  them  *  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,'  if  then 
absolutely  no  tcraM,  neither  past,  present,  nor  to  eat 
for  them ;  if  all  their  sins,  "  be  they  more  or  less, 
they  smaller  great,  are  for  ever  and  for  ever  cancelled 
As  for  the  reprobates,  how  barbarous  is  it  to  bid  th 
flee,   if  adamaul\i«  cW\u%,  t\«\i^  dacrees  of  p 


Ti-mth  perpetually  bind  tliem  down,  that  they  may 
never  escape  the  repeatedj  eternal  strokes  of  '  the 
wrath  lo  cornel' 

4.  But  what  shoeks  mo  moat  in  your  scheme,  la  the 
reproach  which  it  nnavoidahly  fises  npoD  Christ.  It 
Hays,  Tlie  elect  *  are  juBtified  from  all  things'  efen 
before  they  believe,  lii  all  Iheir  aios  "  God  views  thera 
*  without  apot,  wrinlile,  or  any  soch  thing;'  They 
sCandalways  complete  in  the  everlasting  righteousness 
of  the  Redeemer." — "  Black  in  [Aemselnei,  thej  arc 
comely  through  his  comeliness  :"  So  that  when  they 
commit  adultery  and  niorder,  He,  '  who  is  of  purer 
eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,'  can,  nevertheless,  address 
them  with  '  Thou  aiC  all  fair,  my  love,  my  undclilcd, 
there  is  no  spot  In  thee.' 

What  a  prostitution  of  the  word  of  God  U  here  '. 
We  blame  a  wild  yontli  for  dropping  i^ooie  bold  iunu- 
endues  about  Jupiter,  in  a  play  composed  by  a  poor 
Heathen.  Bnt  1  acqnit  thee  of  iodecencj,  0  Terence, 
if  a  i-indicalor  of  Christian  piety  has  a  right  to  repre- 
sent our  holy  and  righleuua  God,  as  saying  to  a  blOody 
adnllerer,  inJIagraaU  deliclo,  '  TTiou  art  all  F*ia,  ray 
love,  my  andeliled,  there  is  no  apot  in  thee.'  And  arc 
thete  the  fat  pastarea  and  limpid  waters,  where  goapel 
preachers  '  feeil  the  sheep  ?'  Where  then  !,  Ob  where, 
are  the  "  barren  jiastnres  and  muddled  waters"  in 
which  barefaced  Autinomians  feed  the  goata?  Is  not 
this  '  taking  the  children's  bread  to  east  It  to  the  dogs  i' 
1  had  almost  asked,  is  it  not 'the  abomination  of  deso- 
latiou  standing  in  the  holy  place  ?'  See  ye  not  the 
Lord,  0  ye  mialakeu  Christians,  looking  down  from 
the  habitation  of  his  holmesa?  And  do  ye  not  hear 
him  thunder  ihi.t  eipostnlation  from  heaven  ?,  Hoto 
long  v>i/i  ye  blaspheme  mine  honour,  and  have  such 
pleantre  in  deceit  r  Kitoa  ge  not  thai  I  have  chosen 
to  mgsel/ the  man  that  it  godli/ .-  and  that  him  who  de- 
lighteth  in  inigui/r/  doth  my  soal  abhor  t 

5.  Andplend  not,  that  yoa  have  quoted  (criplure  i 
defenceof  yourpolnt.  Iftbeclrarch^ftj^i 
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*'  tlie  sum  of  afflictioD  and  persccntioii  Matk  hated  upm 
'*  me,  while  I  kepi  ike  vinegards;  but  /  am  coM«4rlBtk 
"  sight  of  God,  whose  Spirit  enables  me  with  «!««• 
"  ried  patience  to  bear  ike  burden  amdkeai  of  ike  dag  ' 
yon  hare  absolutely  no  right,  either  ftom  dirinitjor 
criticism,  to  malce  those  words  mean  as  they  do  npos 
yonr  scheme,  **  I  am  black  by  the  atrocioufl  crimes 
**  which  I  actually  commit,  bhK*ic  by  the  horron  d 
**  adultery  and  murder :  But,  no  matter  i  I  am  comdi 
'*  by  the  purity  and  chastity  of  my  Sarionr.    My  wtoM, 
**  be  they  small  or  be  they  great,  are  for  ever  and  ftr 
*'  erer  cancelled  {    I  am  justified  from  all  tfiinga."— 
Again,  if  God  says  to  a  soul  actually  *  washed,  walUig 
with  him  as  Enoch,  and  wallcing  in  white  as  die  lew 
names  in  Sardis,  who  had  not  defiled  their  garment^' 
Tkou  art  aii  /air,  my  undated:    U  it  right  to  take 
those  gracious  words,  and  apply  them  to  every  luke- 
warm Laodicean  we  meet  with  }  and  to  every  apostate^ 
who  not  only  *  defiles  his  garment,  but  wallows  in  the 
mire  like  the  sow  that  was  washed  ?' 

6.  Another  grea^  and,  if  I  am  not  mintaken,  insur- 

moantaI)le  difficult)-  attends  your  scheme.    Yon  tell  us 

that  **  a  believer's  person  stands  absolved  and  always 

complete  iu  the  everlasting  righteousness  of  the  Re- 

deemer."    But  I  ask.  Was  he  absolved  be/ore  he  was  s  I 

believer?     If  you  answer,  "  No,  be  was  absolved  the 

moment  he  began  to  believe,"  it  follows,  that  he  doet 

something,  that  is,  he  believes  towards  his  absolution. 

And  thus  your  main  pillars,  <<  that  faith  is  not  previous 

to  justification,  that  there  is  no  wrath  in  God  for  Ae 

elect,  and  that  all  cLVims  against  bis  people  before  or 

after  conversion  are  for  ever  cancelled,"  are  not  only 

broken,  but  ground  to  powder.    Add  to  this,   that  if 

the  believer  be  justified  in  consequence  of  his  feith,  it 

is  evident  that  his  justification,  while  he  is  on  earth, 

can  stand  no  longer  than  his  fsuth,  and  that  if  he 

*  make  shripwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience,  as 

Hymeneus,  he  must  again  come  into  condemnation.' 

But  supposing,  that  to  avoid  these  inconsistencies,  you 

boldly  say,  "  He  was  justified  from  the  time  *  the  Lamb 
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.  was  slain,  that  la,  from  ilie  beginning  of  the  world ;'  " 
fon  paint-blank  contradict  Christ,  who  eajs,  that  *  he 
_  who  believetli  not  is  condemned  already.'  Thus,  either 
„_  the  veracity  of  onr  Lord,  or  the  trnthof  your  doctrine, 
~  mnat  go  to  the  bottom.  A  sad  dilemma  diis,  for  thoie 
who  confoand  Criipiuaitg  with  Christianitv. 

~        Xt.  Yon  reply,  "  as  soon  shall  Satan  pluck  Chriaf« 
crowD  from  his  head,  as  his  purchase  from  his  haiid." 
.    Here  is  a  great  truth,  making  way  for  a  palpable  error, 
and  a  dreadful  insianatlou. 

^  Let  ni,  FIRST,  sec  the  great  triiFh.  It  is  moat  certain, 
thu  nobody  shall  ever  be  able  to  pluck  Christ's  sheep, 
that  is,  penitent  believers,  who  '  hear  his  voice  and 

^    follow  him,*   (John  s.    27,}   out  of  his   protecting, 

,    alpiighty  hand.    But  if  the  minds  of  those  peulteut  be- 

lievers  arc  '  corrupted   fi'oin  the  simplicity  that  is   In 

^  Christ ;  if  they  was  wanton  against  him,  tarn  after 
Satan,  end  in  the  flesh,  and  draw  back  to  perdidou ;' 
if  '  grotving  fat  and  klckiug,'  like  Jeshumn,  they 
'  neigh,'  like  high-fed  horses,  '  after  their  neighbours' 
wives  i'  we  demand  proof  that  they  belonl!  to  the  fold 
of  Christ,  and  are  not  rAtherfoatj  and  wolves  in  sheep's 
clothiog,  who  cannot  without  conversion  enter  Inio 
tbe  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Secondly. — The  palpable  error  Is,  that  none  of 
(}iose  for  whom  Christ  died  can  be  cast  away  and  de~ 
stroyed  ;  that  no  'rirgiu's  lamp  can  go  ont ;'  no  pro- 
mising harvest  be '  choked  with  thorns ;'  no '  branch  in 
Christ  cut  off '  for  unfmllfulnefis  ;  no  pardon  forfeited, 
and  DO  '  name  blotted  out  of  God's  book  :'— That  no 
'  salt  can  lose  hs  savour,  nobody  receive  tbe  grace  of 
Ood  in  vain,  bury  his  talent,  neglect  such  gi'eat  salva- 
tion, tride  away  a  day  of  visitation,  took  l«ck  after 
setting  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  grieve  Qie  Spirit' 
till  he  is  '  quenched,  and  strives  no  more.  ITiis  error, 
M  conducive  to  the  Laodicean  case,  is  expressly  op- 
posed by  St.  Peter,  who  informs  !]!■,  that  some  ,' deny 
ttie  Lord  tlmt  bought  them,  and  bring  upon  themselvea 
awitt  destruction,'    Christ  himself,  lar  from  deslno^ 
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to  keep  his  Inkewarni  purchase  '  in  his  hand/  dedam 
that  he  will  <  ipew  it  out  of  his  month.'  (Rer.  lii.  i6.J 

Fsasa  wc  on,  thirdly,  to  the"  dreadfdl  ln«innatioQ." 
While  yon  perpetnallf  try  to  comfort  a  few  eUet^  son 
of  whom,  for  anght  I  know,  comfort  them^ielvet  alrei^ 
with  their  neighhoorB*  wires,  yea,  and  the  wives  of  thor 
fiuhf  rs  ;  please  to  tell  ns,  how  we  shall  comfort  miOkm 
9/  reprobaiei,  who,  for  what  yon  know,  try  *  to  savt 
themselves  from  this  adnlterous  generation?'  Doje 
not  hear  how  Satan,  vpon  a  supposition  of  the  truth  of 
your  doctrine,  triumphs  over  those  unhappy  victims  of 
what  some  call  God's  sovereignty?  While  that  old 
murderer  shakes  his  bloody  hand  over  the  myrisdi 
devoted  to  endless  torments,  methinks  I  hear  him  tsj 
to  his  fellow-executioners  of  divine  vengeance,  **  M 
soon  shall  Christ's  crown  be  plucked  from  his  head,  ai 
this  his  free  gift  from  ray  hand.  Let  yonder  little  ikwk 
of  the  elect  commit  adultery  and  incest  without  any 
possibility  of  missing  heaven,  f  object  no  more.  See 
what  crowds  of  reprobates  may  pray,  and  reform,  and 
strive  without  any  possibility  of  escaping  hclL  Let 
those  gay  elect  nhout,  Everiasting  love  !  Etemaijwtifi- 
CBtion  !  aud  Finithed  salvation  I  I  consent !  See,  ye 
fiends,  see  the  immense  prey  that  awaits  os,  and  roar 
with  me,  beforehand,  Everlasting  trrath  !  Eternal  re- 
probation.'  and  Finished  damnation  /" 

XII.  **  Our  twelfth  article  maintains,  that  good  works 
necessarily  spring  out  of  a  lively  faith,  insomuch  that 
by  them  a  lively  faith  may  be  as  evidently  known,  as  a 
tree  discerned  by  its  fruits."  "  This,"  you  say,  •*  I 
most  firmly  believe  :"  And  nevertheless,  to  prove  just 
the  contrary ;  to  show  that  when  David  committed 
adultery  and  murder,  he  had  **  a  lively  faith,  and  was 
in  a  state  of  justification  and  sanctification,"  yon  quote 
a  verse  of  a  hymn,  composed  by  the  Rev.  C.  Wesley 
whicli  only  confirms  what  I  say  of  undervaluing ^  Viud. 
vol.  i.  p.  293.  But  you  mistake  him,  if  you  snppose 
that,  when  "  not  one  bud  of  grace  appears  to  ourselves, 
many  may  not  apv^ew  xo  oiO[i«^  •;'  ^^V\^  ^^^^^ly  to 
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__  ontward  enormilies  greedily  comtnitted,  what  the  poel 
means  of  inward  motions  of  sin  cordially  lamented  and 
steadily  opposed.  Nevertlicless,  ae  some  expicaaiona 
^  la  this  hymn  are  not  properly  guarded,  the  pioog 
_  aathar  will  forgive  me,  if  I  transcribe  part  of  a  letter 
^   wbich  I  lately  received  from  him ; 

"  I  was  oace  on  the  brink  of  Aotiuoniiaiiisni,  bj  un- 

^,    warily  reading  Criap  and  Sallmarsh.    Just  thCB,  warm 

^   iu  my  first  lore,  1  was  in  the  ulmOEt  dauger,   when 

,    Providence  threw  in  iny  way  Baxter's  'Idealise,  en- 

,    titled   An  hundred  Errors  of  Dr.  Crisp  demotairated. 

niy  brother  was  sooner  apprehensire  of  the  dangerous 

^j    abuse  which  would  be  made  of  our  nnguarded  liyinna 

and  expressions,  than  1  was.    Now  I   also  aee  and  feel 

^      wc  must  all  sink — anles;  we  call  St.  James  to  our  as- 

^      distance.    Yet  let  us  still  insist  as  much,  or  more  thau 

i      ever,  on  St.  Paul's  joatificadon.    What  God  has  joined 

together  let  uo  maaput  asuuder.    llie  great  Chilling- 

wort!)  saw  clearly  the  danger  of  separatiag  St.  James 

from  St.  Paul.    He  used  to   wish,   that  wbenecer  a 

chapter  of  St.  Panl's  justification  was  read,  another  of 

St.  James  might  be  read  at  the  same  time. 

Xlli.  When  my  honoured  corrcBpondeut  has  endea- 
voured to  prove,  by  the  above- men lioned  scriptures, 
argumeute,  and  quotations,  thatan  impcaiteiit  adulterer 
and  murderer,  instead  of  being  nuder  God's  displeasure, 
is  'a  pleasant  child  siiDj"  to  complete  his  work,  he 
proceeds  to  show  the  good  that  (alls  into  sin  do  to  be- 
lievers. Nerer  did  the  pious  aaihoT  oi  Pielaa  OtonientU 
employ  his  pen  in  a  work  less  conducive  to  piety ! 

"  God,"  says  he,  "  often  brings  about  his  purposes 
by  those  rery  means,  which  to  the  human  eye  would 
certainly  defeat  them.  He  hoa  always  the  same  thing 
in  view,  liis  own  glory,  and  the  salvation  of  his  elect 
by  Jesus  Christ,  'rhis  Adam  was  accomplishing,  when 
he  put  the  whole  worldunder  the  curse." — llait,Adam, 
under  the  fatal  tree  I  Pluck  and  eat  abundantly,  for 
"  thou  accompliahest  the  salvation  of  the  elesA.  V  ^V 
^      t&e  mcomiatency  of  your  doctnue  \   Vf  -«&  \tiAV(ii.  -o^^^ 
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'  duinpr  the  ««ill  of  God,*  in  order  to  *  enter  bukin;- 
doni/  we  are   boMly  exclaimed  against  as   provdlj 
sharinc  the  elory  uf  our  redemption  with  Christ.    Bit 
here  Adam  is  represented  as  his  partner  in  the  workd 
salratioii,  and  a  share  of  his  glory  positireljr  assfgned 
totliefall,  that  is,  to  his  disobedience  to  tiiedirbe 
will.  St  Rani  asserts,  that, '  by  one  man  [Adam]  cune 
death,  and  ^in  the  sting  of  death  ;  and  so  death  [wiA 
bis  sting]  |>as$ed  npon  all  men.'    Bnt  yon  Inform  ns, 
tliat  Adam  by  his  sin  *'  accomplished  the  sahntion  of 
the  elect."  If  this  is  not  plucl[ing  a  jewel  from  Christ's 
crown,  to  adorn  the  most  improper  head  In  the  world 
next  to  that  of  Satan,  I  am  very  much  mistalcen. 

Bnt  if  God  **  brought  about  his  purpose"  couoendng 
*'  the  salvation  of  the  elect"  by  the  fall  of  Adam  ;  tell 
ns,  I  pray,  who  brought  about  the  purpose  concerning 
tAe  damnation  of  the  reprobates}  Had  the  Lord 
**  always  this  thing  in  view"  also  ?  On  the  brink  of  what 
a  dreadful  abyss  hath  your  doctrine  brought  me? — Sir, 
my  mind  recoils  ;  1  fly  from  the  God  whose  nnproroked 
wrath  rose  before  the  beginning  of  the  world,  against 
millions  of  his  unformed,  and  therefore  guiltless  crea- 
tures I  He  that  *  tasted  death  for  every  man'  bids  me 
fly  ;  and  he  points  me  from  Dr.  Crisp  to  God,  *  whose 
mercy  is  over  all  his  works,'  till  they  personally  forfeit 
it  by  obstinately  trampling  upon  his  richest  grace. 

XIV.  As  if  it  was  not  enough  to  have  represented  our 
salvation  in  part  **  accomplished"  by  the  transgression 
of  our  first  parents,  you  bring  in  "  Herod  and  Pontius 
Pilate,"  and  obsene,  to  the  honour  of  the  good  which 
sin  does  to  the  elect,  that  those  unrighteous  judges  did 
whatsoever  God's  hand  and  counsel  determined  before 
to  be  done  \  If  you  quote  this  passage  to  insinuate 
that  God  predetermined  their  sin,  you  reflect  upon  the 
divine  holiness,  and  apologize  for  the  murderers  of  our 
Lord,  as  you  have  for  the  murderer  of  Uriah. 

I  grant  ^at  when  God  saw,  in  the  light  of  his  infinite 
foreknowledge,  tYiat?\\«iXft  ^xi^  C,^\«\Jtoa&'wwM.  ijjj&o- 
Jately  choose  inJustVc^  waei  cm€VVj  ,\tfi  *  ^^\«ns^^^^  sj^^ 
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oold  have  th  e  B^¥  f ul  opporw  rilty  0  f  exerrising  them 
I  his  ABoiiited.— As  a  skilful  pilot,,  withont  pre- 
ining,  aiid  raising  acnutrary  wlud,  foresees  it  will 
Id  predeterminesso  to  manage  therudderandsails 
Oiip,  a^  CD  make  it  answer  a  ijood  parpoic  ;  so 
ier-ruled  the  foreseen  wlckednea*  of  those  meu, 
Wo  it  snbaervieDl  W  his mercifnljustice  ill  offer- 
file  trne  Paaclial  Lamh. — But,  as  it  would  be  very 
I  to  Bicribe  to  the  "contrary  wlnd"lhe  praise  dne 
*pilot'sEkill;"soitiB  very  nnevangelical to  ascribe 
|aofRlaie,orofJnseph'sbrelbreii,lheguod  which 
ew  from  some  ofits  extraordinary  circumstances, 

"  The  Lord  has  promised  tu  mate  '  all  ihing* 
Mrgood  to  those  that  love  him' — and  if  all  things, 
Kir  very  sins  and  corruptions  ai'e  iiiclndcd  in  the 
Iromine."— A  syren  song  this  1  which  yon  nnhap- 
rtosupportby scripture.  Bnt,  (1.)  If'thiHisthe 
'God  that  we  keep  his  commandmeiili,'  how  will 
ke  that  Darid  heed  Gvd,  when  he  left  his  own 
tftut  of  Uriah  ?  Does  not  onr  Lord  declare,  that 
(^  wilt  not  ■  fontake  hnsband,  wife, children, and 
Ip  for  hla  sake,  are  not  worthy  of  him,'  either  ai 
nor  lovers?  And  arethose'worthy  of  him'  who 
lb  commandment,  and  take  their  ueighbnnra' 
\  Again,  if  St.  John,  speaking  of  one  who  does 
BTe  an  indigeot  brother,  asks  with  indignation, 
iwelleth  the  love  of  Ood  in  bim  ?'  May  nut  I 
palerreason  soy,  'HowdwelttheloteofGodin 
k  Who,  far  from  assisting  Urinh,  mnrdered  his 
Mmnkenness,  and  fain  body  with  the  sword '.  And 
I  did  not  love  God,  bow  can  yon  believe  that  a 
rtnade  to  "  those  who  love  God,"  respected  him 
Kate  of  impenitency  ? — (2.)  When  we  extol  free 
Bd  declare,  that 'Ood'g  mercy  is  over  all  his 
HoM  directly  answer,  that  the  word  all  must  be 
p  ■  limited  sense :  Bnt  when  you  extol  the  pro- 
nsof  sin,n//,("inall  things  working  for  good,'} 
Bteken  unirerrally, and  it\c\ade  "  ^a  'uiA cnt- 
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to  the  cobtcxt ;  for,  Just  before,  the  apostle  declares,* If 
yc  live  after  the  flesh,  ye  shall  die,'  ye  shall  eridena;  tk 
truth  of  Ezekiel's  doctrine, '  When  the  righteous  taraeik 
away  from  his  righteousness.  In  his  sin  that  he  hsA 
•ioncd  shall  he  die  ;*  and  at  the  end  of  the  chapter,  <^ 
things  that  work  for  good*  are  ennmeratedy  aud  theyu- 
dude  '  all  tribulations  and  creatures,'  bat  not  our  own 
sin  uuless  yuu  can  prove  It  to  be  God's  creature,  and 
not  the  devil's  production. — (4.)  It  Is  no  where  promised, 
that  tin  shall  do  us  good.  On  the  contrary,  God  con- 
stantly represents  it  as  the  greatest  evU  in  the  world,  the 
root  of  all  other  temporal  and  eternal  evils :  And  as  he 
makes  it  the  object  of  his  invariable  disapprobation,  so, 
till  they  repent,  he  levels  his  severest  tlireatening«  si 
sinners  wiUiout  respect  of  persons.  But  the  aotfaor  of 
Piettu  OjNmiensis  has  made  a  new  discovery.  Through 
the  glass  of  Dr.  Crisp  he  sees,  that  one  of  the  choicest 
promises  in  scripture  respects  the  commission  of  sin, 
of  thefts  and  incest,  adultery  and  murder  *  So  grossly 
arc  thrcatenings  and  promises,  punishments  and  re- 
wards, confounded  together  by  this  fashionable  divinity ! 

(5.)  I  grant  that,  in  some  cases,  the  punishment  in- 
flicted upon  a  sinner  has  been  over-ruled  fur  good :  But 
what  is  this  to  the  sin  itself  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to  as- 
cribe to  sin  the  good  that  may  spring  from  the  rod  with 
which  sin  is  punished  ?  Some  robbers  have,  perhaps, 
been  brought  to  repentance  by  the  gallows,  and  others 
deterred  from  committing  robbery  by  the  terror  of  their 
punishment;  but  by  what  rule  in  logic,  or  divinit}-,  can 
we  infer  from  thence,  either  that  any  robbers  love 
God,  or  that  all  robberies  shall  work  together  for 
theic  good  ? 

But  "  Onesimus  robbed  Philemon  his  master  ;  and 
flying  from  justice,  was  brought  under  Paul's  preaching 
and  converted." — Surely,  Sir,  you  do  not  insinuate,  that 
Ouesimus's  conversion  depended  upon  robbing  his  mas- 
ter  1  Or  that  it  would  not  have  been  better  for  him  to 
have  served  his  master  faithfully,  and  stayed  in  Asia  to 
hear  the  gospel  w\l\iVVv\\ftmo\\,^'Mi\»\Najie  rambled  to 
Rome  for  itmcoIlsecv^xeucfcoi\3^&^tvm't\'\^x^^'t^ 


It  aud  driuk,  for  lo-n 
^     niU  be  well  if  some  do  not  say,  upon  a  fulrer  piuspect 
than  theira,  "  Let  us  steal  and  rob,  for  lo-moirow  we 
shall  be  couverted." 

J         XVI.  You  add,  that  "The   myal  and  holy  «e«i  was 

I     continued  by  tbe  incest  of  Jodah  with  Tamar,  and  the 

adultery  of  David  with  Bathsheba," — And  do  yon  really 

I     tfalok,  Sir,  God  made  choice  of  that  line  t«  show  how 

H     incestand  adultery  '  work  together  for  good  ?'  For  my 

^     part,  I  rather  think  that  it  was  because,  if  lie  had  cba- 

,      tea  any  other  line,  he  would  have  met  with  more  eucb 

,     blots.    Yaa  kaovr  tbat  God  iilcw   David's  child  coo- 

^     cdred  in  adultery  ;  and  if  he  chose  Solomon  to  ancreed 

,      David,   it  was  not  becBsse  Ihe  adulterous  Bathsheba 

was  hie  methor,  but  bccansc  he  was  then  the  best  of 

David's  children :  For  I  may  say  of  God'a  choosing  the 

soa,  what  Samne]  siud  of  his  cJioosing  the  falhcr,  '  the 

Lord  lookech  on  tbe  heart.'  (1  Sum,  xvi.  7.) 

XVII.  Von  proceed  in  yoor  enunjeration  of  thcgood 
tbat  sin  does  to  the  pleasant  children.  "  How  has  many 
a  poor  30ul,  who  lias  been  faithless  through  fear  of  man. 
even  blessed  God fovPeler'i denial!" — Surely, Sir, yon 
mistake :  None  but  the  fiend  who  desired  to  have  Peter 
*  that  he  might  sift  him,'  could  bless  God  for  the  apot- 
tle's  crime;  nor  conld-any  one,  on  such  a  horrible 
account,  bless  any  oilier  God  hnt  *  the  god  of  this 
world.'  Darid  said,  '  My  eyes  run  down  with  water, 
because  men  keep  not  tby  law;'  but  tbe  author  of 
Pietat  Oxonienaia  tells  us,  tliat  "many  a  poor  soul  has 
blessed  God"  for  the  most  horrid  bleaches  of  his  law  '. 
Weep  no  more,  pcrfidioni  apostle  !  tbon  hast  *  cast  the 
act  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship ;'  thy  three  turaei 
have  procured  God  mnltitodes  of  blesiingi  I  Snrely, 
Sir,  you  cannot  mean  tiiie !  "  Mauy  a  poor  soul  ha^ 
blessed  GimI"  for  gratiting  a  pardoa  to  Prter,  but  nevci- 
/or  Peter't  denial.  Itis  estremely  dangerous  thus  to 
coufouud  a  crime,  wilii  l/iepurdon  gfawtiyl  W  i^iil- 
Ceal  criwiiml. 
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XVIII.  l*pon  the  tame  principle  you  add,  "Hot 
hare  inauy  others  been  raised  out  of  the  mire,  by  cos- 
•idering  the  tenderness  shown  to  the  incestnons  Corii- 
thian  !*•— I  am  glad  you  do  not  say,  "  by  consideriig 
the  iMcni  oi  the  Corinthian.**  The  good  received  by 
many  did  not  then  spring  from  thb  horrid  crime,  bat 
from  the  tenderness  of  the  apostle.  This  instance, 
therefore,  by  your  own  confession,  does  not  prove  that 
sin  does  any'good  to  believers. 

Bat  as  yon  tell  us  with  what  **  tenderness"  tbeapos- 
tic  restored  that  man,  when  he  was  swallowed  up  in 
godly  sorrow,  yon  will  permit  me  to  remind  yon  of  die 
severity  which  he  f^hewed  him  while  he  continned  ioh 
penitent.  <  In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,'  said 
he,  *  when  ye  are  gathered  together,  deliver  such  ao 
one  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh,  that  hb 
spirit  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord.'     Hence  it 
appears,  the  apostle  thought  his  case  so  desperate,  that 
his  body  must  be  solemnly  delivered  to  Satan,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  bring  his  soul  to  repentance.     Now,  if 
the  incestuous  man's  sins  "  had  been  for  ever  and  for 
ever  cancelled  ;"  if  he  had  not  forfeited  the  divine  fe- 
voiir,  and  cut  himf^elf  off  from  *  the  general  assembly  of 
the  first-born*  by  his  crime;  what  power  conld  the 
apostle,  who  acted  under  the  iuflucnce  of  the  Spirit, 
have  had  to  cut  him  off  from  the  visible  church  as  a  cor- 
rupt member  ?  What  right  to  deliver  the  body  of  one  of 
** God's  pleasant  children"  to  destruction?  Was  this 
**  finished  salvation  ?"  For  my  part,  as  I  do  not  believe 
in  a  ttco-foidy  I  had  almost  said  Jesuitical,  will  in  God, 
1  am  persuaded,  he  would  have  us  consider  things  as 
they  are ;  au  impenitent  adulterer  as  a  profligate  Hea- 
then ;  and  a  penitent  believer  as  his  "  pleasant  child." 

XIX.  You  add,  (1.)  A  "grievous  fall  serves  to  make 

believers  know  their  place." — No,  indeed,  it  serves  only 

to  make  them  forget  their  place;  witness  David,  who, 

far  from  knowing  hu  place,  wickedly  took  that  of  Uriah ; 

and  Eve,  who,  by  faWm^'mXo  ijtvt  to\v^t\si\!a.\\Q,\v  of  the 

iievil,  took  bevMaVier*a\)\^te/\\v^\^x\m^^Bxs^^^^ 
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wtecuifJ  lierself  as  wise  as  God.— (2.) "  ItdtiTes  Ikem 
iieari^r  to  Christ, "—Surely,  you  mistake.  Sir ;  TaumeaD 
nearer  the  dcTil:  For  a  foil  Into  pride  may  drive  me 
nearer  Lucifer,  a  fall  iulo  adultery  aud  mnrder  may  drive 
loe  nearer  Beliai  aud  IMoloch  ;  but  not  iitarer  Jesns 
Christ,— (3.)  "  It  makes  them  more  dependant  on  his 
strength." — No  such  IhiuB.  The  genuine  effect  of  a  fail 
into  slu,  is  to  Ktojiify  the  conscieoce  aud  harden  the 
heart;  witness  the  elateofobdurucyiu  which  God  found 
Adam,  and  the  state  of  caniat  secnrity  in  which  Nathan 
found  David  after  their  crimes. — (4.)  "  It  keeps  them 
more  watchful  for  the  future."— Jnst  the  reverse  :  It 
prevents  their  watching  for  the  future,  tf  David  bad 
been  made  more  watchful  by  falling  into  adullery, 
wonld  he  hare  fallen  lutu  treachery  and  murder  ?  If 
Peter  had  been  made  more  watchful  by  bisjirtl  &lling 
into  perjury,  would  he  have  fallen  lAree  (ime*  sucres- 
sively  ? — (5.J  "  It  will  cause  them  to  sympathize  with 
others  in  the  like  situatiou." — By  no  means.  A  fall 
Into  sio  wiU  naturally  make  us  desirous  of  drawing 
another  into  our  guilty  condition.  Witnens  the  devil 
and  Eve,  Eve  aud  Adam,  David  and  liathsheba.  Tlic 
rcyal  adulterer  ivas  so  far  from  sympathizing  with  the 
man  who  had  unkindly  taken  his  neighbonr's  favoorite 
ewe-lamb,  that  he  directly  swore,  '  As  the  Lord  livelli, 
the  man  that  has  done  this  thing  shall  surely  die.' 

6.  "  It  will  make  them  sing  louder  to  the  praise  of 
restoring  grace  throughout  all  the  ages  of  eternity." — I 
demand  proof  of  this.  1  greatly  (|uejtioD  whether  De- 
mas,  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  Hymeneus,  Philetai, 
and  mauy  of  the  fallen  believers  mculioncd  in  theEpis- 
tles  of  our  Lord  to  the  Churches  of  Aitia,  in  the  Epia- 
tle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  in  those  ofSt.  Peter,  St.  James, 
and  St.  Jude,  shall  sing  restoring  grace  at  all.  I'he 
ap09tle,far  from  representing  them  all  as  singing  louder, 
gives  OS  to  nuderstaud,  that  many  of  them  shall  be 
'  thought  worthy  of  a  much  sorer  punishment'  than  the 
liDtten  consumed  by  fire  from  heaven;  and  that 'there 
remaineth  therefore  no  more  sactifice  for  VosXtAbi-;!.* 
tare  proof  that  Christ's  sacrifice  a\a.\lfiiLtox4iiini,"ii& 
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they  '  acccHioccd  the  bkM>d  of  the  coreiunit  la  «M|P  ^ 
thing;')  for,  adds  the  apostle,  "Hie  Lord  wUlW 
hbpraple/  and,  notwithftandlng  all  thirt  Dr.Odfl 
Mft  CO  the  contrary,  *  There  renaiBCCh  Itnr 
a  eettahi  learftd  kwUng-for  of  JndgBieat,  and  tql  <^ 
iBdlfBathNi,  which  ihaUdefoor  tlieadverMrict.  Wia^l  ^ 
lag,  waillny,  and  gnatMng  of  teeth,'  and  not  "lHii|  ' 
amgi/'  await  *  the  onpiotltahle  serraiitL' 

Bat  sappofiag  lone  are  *  reaewed  to  repeMtHwe,idl 
escape  oat  of  the  eaate  of  Ac  devU;'  can  yo«  iaHi|fB| 
they  will  be  vpon  the  footing  €ii  thoae,  who', 
'  steadfost  and  InnMHreable,  always  aboanded  la 
worlioftheLord?'  Shall  then 'the  labour  of  dwiell 
In  Tain  In  the  Lord  ?'  Are  not  oar  worin  to  Ibllowai! 
Shall  the  nnproAtaUe  aerfaat.  If  restored,  tvcaln  i 
crown  of  glory  equal  to  his,  who,  ftom  the  time  li 
listed,  has  always  *  fonglit  the  good  ilg^  aud  kept<ll 
foith  ?'  The  doctrine  yoa  woohl  Incnloate,  at  oa« 
bears  hard  npon  die  equity  of  the  divine  condact,  wd 
jrtrikes  a  fatal  blow  at  the  root  of-  all  diligence  and 
fkithfalness,  lo  strongly  recommended  in  the  oracles  of 
God. 

Yoa  will  Iw  sensible  of  yonr  error  if  yon  observe,  thtf 
ail  the  fine  things  which  yoa  tell  as  of  a  fall  Into  ste, 
belong  not  to  the/all^  but  to  a  happy  reco/oerp  fnm 
it :  Aud  my  honoared  correspondent  is  as  much  mis- 
taken, when  he  ascribes  to  sin  the  effects  of  repent- 
ance and  faith,  as  If  he  ascribed  to  a  fh>st  the  effects  at 
a  thaw,  or  to  sickness  the  conseqaence  of  a  recovery. 

And  now  that  wc  have  seen  how  yoa  have  done  a 
pioui  man's  strange  work,  permit  me.  Sir,  to  tell  yoa, 
that,  through  the  prevalence  ot  human  corruption,  a 
word  spoken  for  sin  generally  goes  farther  ^an  ten 
thousand  spoken  againtt  it.  This  I  know,  that  if  a  fUl, 
in  an  hour  of  temptation,  appears  only  half  so  profitable 
as  yon  represent  it,  thousands  will  venture  alter  David 
Into  the  whirlpool  of  wickedness,  fiut  alas  I,  fmeUie 
ducensvi  yhemif  4*0..*  It  is  easier  to  follow  blm  when 
he  planges  in,  than  w\i«il  Yiib  ttawugM  «m»i^  ^^aUh  his 
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X.  I  glsdly  do  you  tlie  Justice,  hanouied  Sir,  W 
ne,  iliat  yon  eiciaini ag^ust  sin  iu  tlie  nest  p^e ; 
loes  not  the  antidote  come  toolale?  You  nay, 
halcvtr  may  be  God's  secret  will,  we  are  to  keep 
;  to  [lie  dcdarat!uu  of  his  own  written  word,  which 
s  us  to  resist  sin."  Bat,  alas,  yon  make  a  hod 
er  worse,  by  rcpresentlag  God  as  having  two  wills, 
:ret,  ulTeciual  will  liiat  we  Blioutdsin,  and  a'revealed 
,  or  H'ritlen  woid,  counmailiiigiis  to  resist  sla  ]  If 
e  insiniiations  are  just,  I  ash.  Why  shoald  we  not 
rd  God's  geeret,  as  much  as  hia  rtvfaSei  will  i 
,  why  shonld  we  not  regard  il  more,  aince  it  is 
more  efflcaciiius,  and  cunseqnently  the  etrODger 

ou  add,  "  He  would  be  niad  wlio  should  wilfully 
down,  and  break  a  lei;  or  ao  arm,  because  he  knew 
e  was  a  skilful  surgeon  at  hand  to  set  i(."  Bui  1 
leave  tu  dissent  Trom  my  honoured  opponent.  For, 
losing  1  had  n  crooked  leg,  appointed  to  be  broken 
jnod,  by  Gild's  secret  will  iuUmated  to  me  ;  and 
[Htsiug  a  dear  friend  strongly  argued,  uot  only  that 
sui'genn  is  at  hand,  but  that  be  would  render  my 
siraighter,  handsomer,  and  stronger  thun  before  ; 
it  1  not  be  a  fool,  or  a  coward,  if  I  hesitate  Ihrow- 
myself  down  ? 

Sir,  If  '  the  deceitfnlneas  of  sin'  is  so  gieat,  that 
eaude  greedily  commit  It,  when  the  sallonn  ou 
■t,  and  horrible  torments  in  hell,  are  proposed  far 
•just  wages ;  how  will  they  be  able  to  escape  in  the 
'  of  temptation,  if  they  are  encouraged  tu  transgress 

divine  taw,  by  assurances,  that  they  shall  reap 
nai  adiancages  from  their  sin  >  Q'.  bow  highly 
rssary  was  It,  that  Mr-  W.  should  warn  his  assist- 

against  talkiug  of  astateof  Justification  and  saocti- 
iou,  in  so  unguarded  a  manner  as  you,  and  the 
T  admirers  of  Dr.  Crisp  so  frequently  do  '. 
on  conclude  this  letter  by  some  quotations  from  Mr. 
dcy,  whom  you  ndnly  try  to  press  into  the  Doctor's 
Ice,  by  representing  him  as  sajiQ%  o(  MMSi\\.'AiK&, 
'MliuiM,  whit  it  apeidB  of  ^whM\uCttft»,  «*.»*■ 
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the  oommiMbn  of  adultery  and  marder,  what  be 
means  of  evil  desire  resisted,  and  evil  tempers  restnii- 
cd  :    Bat  more  of  this  In  a  '*  Treatise  on  Chriite 
Perfection." 

RBMARKS  ON  THk  PIFTH   LBTTBR. 

Tins  Letter  begins  by  a  civil  reproof  for  *'  speakiof 
rather  in  a  sneering  manner  of  that  heart-cheering  ex- 
pression  so  often  used  by  awalcened  divines,  ikejimtkd 
ioIvatioH  of  CArisif"  an  expression  which,  by  the  bye, 
yon  will  not  find  once  in  all  my  letters.  But  why  some 
divines,  whom  yon  loolc  npon  as  nnawakened,  do  not 
admire  the  unscriptnral  expression  of  finished  salvs* 
tion,  yon  may  see  in  the  Second  Check,  p.  393. 

I  am  thanltfol  for  yonr  second  reproof,  and  hope  it 
will  malce  me  more  careful  not  to  *'  speak  as  a  man  of 
the  world."  But  the  third  I  really  cannot  thank  yoi 
for.  "  You  are  not  very  sparing  of  hard  names  against 
Dr.  Crisp,"  says  my  hoDonred  correspondent ;  and 
again,  "  'Vhe  hard  names,  and  heavy  censures,  thrown 
out  against  the  Doctor,  are  by  far  more  unjustifiable 
than  what  has  been  delivered  against  Mr.  W."  The 
hardest  names  I  give  to  your  favourite  divine  are,  the 
Doctor,  the  good  Doctor,  and  the  honest  Doctor,  whom, 
notwithstanding  all  his  mistakes,  I  represent,  (Second 
Checlc,  p.  340,)  as  a  good  man  shouting  aloud.  Salva- 
tion to  the  Lamb  of  God!  Now,  Sir,  1  should  be  glad 
to  know  by  what  rule,  eitlier  of  criticism  or  charity, 
you  can  prove  that  these  are  hard  names,  more  unjusti- 
fiable than  the  names  of  **  Papist  unmasked,  heretic, 
apostate,  worse  than  Papists,"  &c.,  which  have  been 
of  late  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  Mr.  W.  ? 

I  confess,  that  those  branches  of  Dr.  Ci'isp's  doctrine 
which  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  the  practical  gospel 
of  Christ,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  call  Crispianity; 
for  had  I  called  them  Christianity,  my  conscience 
and  one  half  of  the  Bible  would  have  flown  in  my  face ; 
and  had  I  called  them  Calvinism,  Williams,  Flav^, 
>\lleine,  Bishop  H.O]^>dYia,  2i.w4  xi\Mahers  of  sound  Cal- 
FJoists  would  have  pxove^  m^m\&XaiJ&ea\^QkX  ^iJoss^  ^wg^^ 
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c  to  represeut  Ihe  pecnliaritieB  of  (he  Doctor,  as  looee 
r  Antinoialan  lenett;  and  if  any  luaa  can  prore  Ihem 
0  either  legal  or  evangelical,  I  shallgladly  rccaut  thu!e 
epithets,  which  I  hare  aomelimea  giveii,  not  to  the 
good  Daclor,  butto  hia  unu^pttiral  notiouii. 

fu  the  mean  time,  pfrmit  me  to  observe,  that  if  anf 
one  judges  of  my  letters  by  tbe  36[h  page  of  joarboob, 
he  nill  readily  say  of  Ihem  what  you  say  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sellon's  Works :  "  I  have  Lever  read  thcro,  and 
from  tbe  accounts  I  hearof  the  abnsive,  UDchrlstian 
spirit  with  which  they  are  written,  I  beliere  I  shall 
nfver  give  myself  that  tronble."  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
ri^ad  Mr.  Sellon's  books,  and  have  therefore  more  right 
than  yon,  who  never  read  them,  to  give  them  a  pnhlic 
character.  You  tell  us,  "  y oa  have  heard  of  the  imbc^ 
rility  of  the  performance,"  &c.,  I  and  1  assure  my 
readers,  I  have  found  ita  masterly  mixture  of  the  skill 
belonging:  to  Tite  sensible  scholar,  the  good  logician, 
and  the  sound  Anti-Crlspian  divine. 

He  is  blunt,  I  confess,  and  sometimes  to  an  e^ess. 
"  Really,"  says  he  in  a  private  tetter,  "  I  canuoi  set 
my  razor ;  there  Is  a  roughness  about  me,  1  cannot  get 
rid  of.  If  honest  truth  will  not  excuse  me,  I  must  bear 
the  blame  of  (hose  whom  nolhiugwill  please  bnt  smooth 
things."  But  sharp,  (you  would  eay  abaiive,)  as  he 
la,  permit  me  to  tell  yon,  that  my  much-admirtd  coan- 
trj'uian,  Calvin,  was  much  more  so. 

For  my  part,  though  1  would  no  more  plead  for  abuse 
than  for  adultery  and  murder,  yet,  like  a  true  Suisse,  I 
lore  blunt  honests ;  and  to  give  you  a  proof  of  it,  1 
shall  lake  the  liberty  to  observe.  It  is  much  easier  to 
say,  a  huuk  is  full  of  hard  aamei,  and  heajty  esniurei, 
tcriltenin  an  abaeive,  oiKkriatian  ipiril ;  and  to  insi- 
nuate it  is  "dangerous,  or  not  vrorth  reading;"  than 
it  is  fairly  to  answer  one  siugle  page  of  it.    And  how 

t  Snme  of  Ihe  Rbv.  Mr.  SeUoo"!  Wgrks  tre,  Argaatjilt  agalmt 
lilt  Doelrinr  of  Gnirral  RidinipniH  «» Ucrnl ;  s  Defna  qf  God"! 
Soirrtlffpt}/ 1  and  t/ie  Church  i^  l^ngland  vindicated Jnm  tfa  Cfariit 
nr CalirinUiH.  All Ihneaic wdl worth Itu retdlogoteva^V'i'i^"'^ 
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^  a  Ute  poblkatSon  provet  the  tnith  of  ifaiH  obaoftv 
tida,  I  leave  mr  candid  rcaden  to  deeide. 

Hase  38,  yo«  **  oMore  me  apon  Ipnonr,  that  Ml 
W.'a  pleon  agaimt  dectioo  and  peneveranoe,  [Wkf 
did  yon  furgtft  reprobmiiem /]  hare  greatly  tended  IB 
cstablidi  your  belief  In  thove  most  comfortmble  doe- 
triDCi."  Hence  yon  rondnde,  that  *'  Mr.  W.'s  pet 
han  done  mnch  wnrice  to  the  Calrinlntic  csane ;"  aad 
add,  that  **  tome  very  ezperienoed  Chriatiana  hope  he 
will  write  ai^ain  npon  thai  rabjccty  or  publiah  a  nev 
edition  of  lihi  former  Tracts." 

Yon  are  too  mnch  acqnainted  with  the  worid,  dcv 
Sir,  not  to  Icnow  that  moit  Deliitt  declare,  they  were 
eatabliflhed  In  their  sentiments  by  reading  the  Old  aad 
New  Testament.  Bnt  would  yon  argne  condn^Tdyt  if 
yon  inferred  from  thence^  thirt  tiie  sacred  writers  liafe 
done  infidelity  mnch  senrioe  ?  And  if  some  confident 
infidels  expressed  their  hopett  that  oar  Bishoiw  woald 
reprint  the  Bible  to  propagate  Deism ;  would  yon  not 
see  through  their  empty  boast,  and  pity  their  deisticsl 
flourisb  ?  Permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  expose  by  a 
simile  the  similar  wish  of  the  persons  you  mention, 
who,  if  tliey  were  "  very  experienced  Christians,"  will 
hardly  paKs  for  very  modest  logicians.  1 

The  gentleman  of  fortune  you  mention,  never  read 
all  Mr.  Wesle>''s  Tracts,  nor  one  of  Mr.  Sellon's  on  the 
Crispiau  orthodoxy  :  And  I  am  no  more  surprised  to 
see  you  both  dissent  from  those  divines,  than  I  shoald 
be  to  find  you  both  mistaken  upon  the  bench,  if  yoa 
passed  a  decisive  sentence  before  you  bad  so  much  as 
heard  one  witues3  out.  The  clcrg)'man  you  refer  to 
has  probably  been  as  precipitate  as  the  two  pious  ma- 
gistrates ;  therefore,  you  will  permit  me  to  doubt  whe- 
ther he,  auy  more  than  my  honoured  opponent^  *'  has 
had  courage  enough  to  see  for  himself." 

CONCLUSION. 

Having  so  long  animadverted  upon  your  letters,  it  is 
time  to  consider  tVie  ^Te&eQXv^XftQil  ^>u  controversy. 
Mr.  W.  privately  aAvatvcfc*,  wnwi^  >w&  «^\i^  tweo^^ 


some  proposiltous,  deeignedto  keep  them  from  ranniBg 
into  tbe  taBhiouable  errors  of  Dr.  Crisp.  Tliese  propo- 
aitioua  are  secretly  procured,  and  pnblicly  exposed 
through  the  three  kingdopii,  as  dreadfully  herelicali 
^  and  subversive  oftheProteitant  doctrine  of  jastificadon 
^  by  &!th.  Ill  Mr.  W.'s  absence,  a  friend  writes  in  de- 
,  fence  of  hia  propositions.  Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Shirley,  instead 
of  trying  to  defend  Ilia  mistakes  by  argument,  poblioly 
recants  hia  circular  letter  and  hia  volume  of  senuoua  by 
tlie  lump.  Some  of  the  honest  souls,  who  bad  been 
carried  away  by  the  stream  of  fashionable  error,  b^in 
to  look  about  them,  and  ask,  whether  narratiTes  and 
recantations  aie  to  pasa  for  scriptures  and  arguments  ? 
The  author  of  Pielaa  Qxoniengis,  to  quiet  them,  enters 
the  lists,  and  makes  a  stand  ag^nst  the  AnU-Crispian 
propositions  J  hut  what  a  stand  ! 

1.  "  Man's  faillifiil-Keaa,"  says  he,  "  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to,  in  a  lober,  goapel  sense  of  the  woiil." — So 
Mr.  W.'s  first  proposition,  by  my  opponeut'a  confes- 
BLOQ,  bears  a  sober,  gospel  sense. 

2.  He  attacks  the  doctrine  otworking for  life,  by  pro- 
posing some  of  (he  very  objeccioos  answered  in  the 
Vindication,  without  taking  the  least  uutii^e  of  the  an- 
swers ;  by  producing  scriptm'es  quite  foreign  to  the 
(jueation,  and  keeping  out  of  sight  those  which  have 
beea  advanced ; — by  passing  over  in  silence  a  variety  of 
ratioual  arguments  ;~jumbUag  all  the  degrees  of  spi- 
ritual life  and  dcaih,  acceptance  and  justification,  uien- 
tianed  ifi  the  sacred  oracles ; — confounding  all  the  dis- 
pensations of  divine  grace  tovpardsmBU( — and  levelling 
at  Mr.  W.  a  witticism  which  wotuids  Jesus  Christhim- 
self. 

3.  He  acknowleilgeit  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  that 
vit  laasl  do  sometliiiig  in  order  ta  allaia  juatificatiitm 
and  after  this  candid  concession,  lairly  gives  up  the 
fundamental  Protestant  doctrine  of  Juslificalioa  bg 
faith  t  the  very  doctrine  which  Luther  called  Articalut 
ilantit  nei  cadenlis  Eccleiim,  and  which  our  church  so 
strongly  maintains  in  her  Articles  and  Homilies.  The 
Ber.  Mr.  Shirley  throws  hia  seioioii  ira.  SM^\t(a*.wi 

b/^j(Ji  overlwaid  !  HU  second  cornea  15  *.ovttc-Qi 'to' 
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matter,  and  does  it  «o  anfortniiatelyy  as  to  throw  tk 
handle  after  the  axe.  He  renoances  the  doctriDe  itsdi 
"  I  malotain,"  says  he, "  that  believing  cannot  be  pre- 
rioan to  Justification,  that  is.  to  complete  jnstificatioo:" 
At  danreniuH  a  proposition  as  was  ever  advanced  M 
Crisp,  and  refuted  by  all  the  sober  Calviuists  of  the  last 
century  * 

4.  He  opposes  St.  Peter's,  Mr.  Henry's,  and  Mr.W.'s 
doctrine,  that  '*  Cornelius  was  accepted  of  God  in  coo- 
sequence  of  U\^/earinf  God  and  working righteotuneu^ 
and  insinuates  that  Cornelius  was  completely  accepted 
before  he  feared  God  and  worked  righteousness.  Upon 
this  scheme,  the  words  of  St.  Peter,  <  He  that  finretfa 
God,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  of  Urn,' 
may  mean.  He  ihatdareih  God,  and  worketh  unrigkU- 
ousness,  it  completely  accepted  of  him  ! 

5.  He  represents  Mr.  W.  as  a  Papist,  for  hanng  pri- 
vately obsened  among  his  friends,  that  we  have  bees 
too  much  afraid  of  the  word  merits  while  he  allows  real 
Protefltants,  the  Conutess  of  Huntingdon  and  the  Re?. 
Mr.  Shirley,  to  publish  and  sing,  JVe  merit  heaven  bji 
the  righteousness  which  Christ  has  supplied.  Nay,  he 
sings  the  same  bold  words  at  the  Lock-Chapel.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Madan's  "  we  merit"  passes  for  gospel ;  his 
hymns  are  every  where  recommended  as  evangelical  .- 
But  "  Popery  is  about  midway  between  Protestantism 
and  Mr.  Wesley  I"  What  strange  prejudice  !  And 
yet,  surprising  !,  my  honoured  correspondent  accuses 
me  of  betraying  "  no  small  degree  of  chicanery"  upon 
the  article  of  merit  I 

6.  He  attempts  to  "  split  the  hair,"  which  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Shirley  is  wise  enough  not  to  attempt.  But  how  ? 
Without  ceremony,  he  cuts  off  the  middle  term  between 
being**  rewarded  according  to  our  works,"  and  **as  onr 
works  deserve ;"  he  throws  out  of  the  question  this 
proposition,  that  we  are  rewarded  becavsb  of  our  works, 
though  it  is  supported  by  the  plainest  scriptures. 

7.  Notwithstanding  this  unwarrantable  liberty,  when 
he  confidently  aoats  \ipoxi  v\ift  wv\i\i,%  o^  ^xtliodoxy,  to  find 
his  broad  passagebetweew^^^x.w^^^^'^^C'V'^^xfc.^ 
faUs  into  Mr.  W.'a  sexitvmeuX.  «5ow>x.xV^  TeM5w4«\A^Ts^%^ 


if  works ;  EDd,  before  he  la  aware,  shakos  handa  with 
he  good  Papist  Scotns,  Dndthesood  Protestant  Baiter, 

8.  The  last  proposition  which  he  attacks,  is,  Uiat 
'  we  are  contiiraaily  pleasing  or  displeasing  to  God, 
ccording  to  the  whole  of  our  inward  and  outward  be- 
aFiour."  And  what  does  he  advance  against  it?  As- 
ertions  and  distinctions,  eonlritdicted  by  the  general 
snor  of  the  Bible  :— Scriplurea  deWchcd  from  the  con- 
:xt,  and  set  at  variaace  with  the  clearest  declanttions 
f  God,  and  loudest  dictates  of  conscience : — And,  what 
1  worse  than  all,  dangerona  ennmerations  of  the  good 
hat  falling  into  adultery,  murder,  perjory,  and  incest, 
loe!<  to  them  that  Inve  God  ! 

And  DOW,  hoDonrcdSir,  let  the  Christian  world  judge, 
irhetheryouhaveheenableto  fix  the  mark  of  error  upon 
ne  of  the  propositions  golondly  decried  as  berelicol; 
nd  whether  the  letters  you  hare  honoured  me  with,  do 
ot  e^cpoae  the  cauae  which  yon  hare  attempted  to 
efend.and  demonstrate  the  absolnteneeesaity  of  ereet- 
jg  and  defendiug  such  a  reasonable  rampart  as  the 
linntes,  to  check  the  rapid  progress  of  Dr.  Crisp's 

Permit  me,  honoured  and  dear  Sir,  to  conclude  by 
.ssnring  you,  that  although  I  have  thought  myself 
bilged  publicly  to  shew  the  miatakea  In  the  fiie  letters 
i-hich  you  have  publicly  directed  to  me,  I  gladlydoyou 
he  Justice  to  acknowledge,  that  yonr  principles  bare 
LOt  that  e&'ect  upon  your  conduct,  which  they  nata- 
nlly  have  npou  the  cori'ersatioji  of  hundreds  who  are 
onalateiit  Antinoraians.    See  Steoad  Check,  page  383, 

If  1  have  addressed  my  Three  Cher.ki  to  the  Iter. 
It.  Shirley  and  yourself,  God  is  my  witness,  that  it  wu 
lOt  to  reSect  upon  two  of  the  moat  emineut  characters  \a 
tie  circle  of  my  religions  acquaintance.  Forcible  cir- 
nmstances  have  over- ruled  my  inclination.  Dedpitgur 
pecie  recti. — Thinking  to  attack  error,  you  have  at- 
icked  the  very  truth  which  Proridence  calls  me  lo 
efend ;  and  the  attack  appears  to  mc  so  much  the  mora 
augerous,  aa  your  laborious  zeal  and  eminent  Qiet^  ac« 
lore  wortftyof  public  regard,  tViani,\ic\iu\Wj«e(os.'ra.'o.V 
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be  erer  deceive  with  more  decenqr  and  a 
nader  the  resiK-ctable  clc»ak  of  their  genni 

If  a  wiclccd  man  plead  for  sin,  /oBmtm  ha 
'*hc  carrieM  the  mark  nponhit  forehead  :"  V 
oar  guard.  Bnt  wlieu  a  good  man  gives  as  t 
that  **  there  are  no  lengths  God's  people  i 
nor  any  depths  they  may  not  fall  into,  wi 
the  character  of  men  after  GwTi  own  heart 
will  praise  God  for  oar  denial  of  Christ — 
oorraption  work  for  good — that  a  fall  into 
drive  us  nearer  to  Christ, and  make  us  sing 
praise  of  free-grace ;" — when  he  quotes  sci 
order  to  support  these  assertions,  calling  tl 
gospel,  and  representing  the  opposite  doc 
Pelagian  heresjf,  worse  than  Popery  itself; 
Antinomian  net  '  on  the  right  side  of  the 
likely  to  inclose  a  great  multitndeof  unwar] 
cially  if  cume  of  the  l>est  hands  in  the  kingd 
frighted  shoal  into  the  net,  and  help  to  drai 

This  is,  honoured  Sir,  what  I  apprehc 
done,  not  designedly,  but  thinking  to  do  < 
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j  wisdom  and  poison  of  the  serpent.  If  charitjrforb'ida  to 
meddle  with  the  lalter,  does  not  Christ  recomraetid  the 

*  former  ?  la  ei-ery  mild,  well-meant  Irony,  a  bltwrand 
cnel  sarcasm  ?  Sfaonid  we  directly  iuslnuate  that  it  ii 
the  sign  of  "a  bad  spirit,"  the  mark  of  murder  in  the 

,  heart  {  and  that  he  who  uses  it  to  sharpen  the  truth,* 
■scatters  fire-brand9,arrows,anddealh?' To  say  nothiog 

J   of  Elijah  and  the  priests  of  Baal,  did  our  Lord  want 

I  either  deep  serlonsness  or  ardent  love,  when,  coming 
more  tlian  conqueror  from  his  third  conflict  in  Oethse- 
mane,  he  roused  his  nodding  disciples  by  this  compas- 
Bionatelrony,' Sleep  on  cow,  and  late  your  rest !'  Wd 
not  the  usefulness  of  a  loud  call,  a  deserved  reproof,  a 
seasonable  expostulation,  and  a  solemn  warning,  meet  in 
that  well-timed  fig;urc  of  speech?  Aud  was  it  not  more 
effectual  than  the  two  awfol  charges  which  he  had 
given  them  before ! 

I  eutreat  you  to  contlder,  that  when  the  meanest  of 
God's  Miuisterg  baa  truth  and  conscience  on  his  ude, 
without  being  either  abusive  or  uncharitable,  he  may 
,  even  to  one  whom  the  Lord  has  exalted  Id  the  royal 
dignity,  '  Thoa  art  the  man  '.'  God  has  esalted  you. 
It  only  among  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  in  this  king- 
dam,  bnt,  what  is  an  inhnitel;  greater  blessing,  among 
tlieconvertedmen  who are'translatedinio  the  kingdom 
of  his  dear  Sod  1'  Yet,  by  a  mistake,  fashionable  among 
religiuua  people,  you  have  unhappily  paid  more  regard 
Dr.  Crisp  than  to  St.  James.  And  as  yon  have 
pleadedthe  dangerous  causeofthe  impenitent  monarch, 
I  have  addressed  yon  with  the  honest  bolduess  of  the 
expoatnlating  prophet.  1  have  said  to  my  houonred 
opponent, 'Thou  art  the  man  1'  With  the  commendable 
design  of  comforting  "  niourning  backslider V' fOa  have 
inadvertently 'given  occasion  to  the  euemiesoftheLord 
to  blasjiheme,"   and  unseripturully  assured  bclieveri, 

Ihe  Go^kI  Mna"liie,  uidDf  ivluiiiublei^DllFniann  Bnpdu  Mlntn. 
tET.  I  (hink.)  Id  a  plitlled  leltfr  dntal  Bilb.  If  Ihll  DUItaod  ot 
vgulDfi  u  CfllTinLAkallv  evBDgetiral,  my  n:ulcn4lUeaiU<^\cm^t. 
Ii  ii  vwT  &r  fituD  Miv  «i(ba  k|>l  til  lErttiUin^  ^c^mA. 
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*<  thju  fiUls  einen  Into  enomKNU  sins  shall  work  for  Mr 
food,  and  accomplish  God's  pvposes  for  his  1^017  sii 
their  sslfnUon."  Aod  as  I  hare  sapported  my  expoi- 
lalations  about  your  dpeiriimi  ndttakes  with  pUs 
scripture,  which  amoaots  to  a  TJkus  BmpM  the  Lord;  I 
bescfcb  you  to  take  them  In  as  good  a  part,  as  Kisg 
Dai-id  did  the  prophet's  reproofii  aboat  his  prmetkA 
miscarriages. 

I  owe  much  respect  to  you,  liut  more  to  troth,  to  ooa- 
science,  and  to  God.  If,  in  trying  to  discharge  my  dMf 
toward  them,  1  have  iaadrertently  betrayed  any  waatiif 
mpect  for  you,  I  humbly  ask  your  pardon  ;  and  I  oa 
assure  you,  io  the  fact  of  the  whole  world,  Hiat,  aol- 
withstanding  your  strong  attachment  to  the  pecttUniiiBi 
of  Dr.  Crisp,  as  there  is  no  fimilly  in  the  woild  to  which 
1  am  under  greater  obligation  than  yonrs,  so  theiean 
few  gentlemen  for  whom  I  have  so  peculiar  an  frttsMj 
as  for  the  respectable  anthor  of  Pieima  OamakMk 
And  till  we  cume  where  no  mistake  will  raise  pie- 
judice,  and  no  prejudice  will  foment  opposition  to  say 
part  of  the  truth ;— tiU  we  meet  where  all  that  *  femr  God 
and  work  righteousness,'  however  jarring  u^ethernow, 
will  join  in  an  eternal  chorus,  and  with  perfect  harmony 
ascribe  a  common  '  salvation  to  the  Lamb  tiiat  wai 
slain ;' — 1  declare,  in  the  fear  of  God  and  in  the  name 
of  Jesus,  that  no  opposite  views  of  the  same  troths,  so 
clashing  diversity  of  contrary  sentiments,  no  plausible 
insinuations  of  narrow -hearted  bigotry,  shall  hinder 
me  from  remaining,  with  the  greatest  sincerity, 
honoured  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  Servani, 

in  the  bonds  of  a  peace/Ul  Goipeiy 

J.F. 

Maixbley,  Feb,  3,  1772. 


As  I  have  cleared  myconaciente  with  respect  to  And- 
aomlauism,  a  subject  whirh  at  this  time  appears  to  me 
of  the  last  importaDcc ;  I  should  be  glad  to  employ  My 
leisure  lioiirii  in  venting  oa  subjects  oiore  suitable  tomy 
taste  and  prii'ate  cdilicatioD  :  It  is  by  uo  means  my 
design  to  obtmde  my  sentimcuts  upon  my  Caldnian, 
any  more  than  opon  myArmioifln  brethien.  I  sipierely 
wisli  peace  to  both,  upon  the  terms  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, F'eniampellmutgueidamiiiqutBlcUitlra. — Should, 
llierefore,  a  fourth  pnblicatiou  call  for  a  Faurth  Check ; 
if  [  can  lielp  il,  it  shall  be  abort.  I  shall  just  thank 
iny  antagonist  for  hU  deserved  reproofs,  or  point  ont 
hia  capital  oiistoljes,  and  quote  the  pages  in  the  Thne 
Chteki  where  his  objections  are  already  answered.  But 
if  bis  performance  is  roerel;  Calriniatleal,  I  shall  take 
(he  liljcrty  of  referring  liini  to  the  Rei-.  Mr.  Sellon's 
"  imbecile  perforniance,"  which,  I  apprehend,  every 
naprcjudiced  pereon,  ivho  has  conragc  to  see  and  read 
for  himself,  will  lind  strong  enough  to  refute  the  strong- 
est arguments  of  ElisliaCoteit,  and  the  Synod  of  Dort 
Before  I  hiy  by  my  pen,  I  b^  leave  to  address,  a 
moment,  tlie  irne  believers  who  espouse  Calvin's  seDfi- 
meols.  Tbink  ooi,  honoured  brethren,  tliat  I  have  no 
«yes  to  see  the  eminent  servicer  nhich  many  of  yoa 
render  to  the  church  ofChrist;  no  heart  to  bless  God 
for  the  Christian  graces  which  shine  in  your  exemplary 
conduct ;  no  pen  to  testify,  that  by  '  letting  your  light 
shine  before  men,  you  adorn  the  gospel  of  God  oar 
Saviour,'  as  manyofyourpredecessorsliave  done  before 
yoD.    I  am  not  only  persnaded,  that  jour  opinion*  an 
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conslsteDt  with  a  gamine  oonferdon*  but,  I  take  hem 
to  witnetf ,  bow  miidi  I  prefer  a  CalrinUt  who  lom 
God,  to  a  Remoiutrant  who  docs  oot.  Ye«,  altlmq^ 
1  Taloe  Chrbt  InAnitely  abofe  Calrin,  and  St.  Jaaa 
abure  that  good  weU-OMaDing  man  Dr.  Criap,  I  had  » 
thoiuand  times  radier  be  ioetHmmUg  mistaken  whh  At 
latter,  than  prmciicmUt  ddoded  with  those  who  spok 
well  of  St.  James's  '  perfect  Uw  of  liberty/  and  ji^ 
lemaln  lakewarm  Laodiceans  in  heart,  and  peihafii 
gross  Antinomians  in  conduct 

This  1  obserte,  to  do  jomr  piety  Jastlce,  and  pRvol 
the  men  of  this  world,  into  whose  hands  these  sheet 
may  fell,  from  ^  felsely  accnsing  yonr  good  conrrrsstios 
in  Christ ;'  and  coofoanding  yon  with  practical  Andao- 
mians,  some  of  whose  dangerous  notions  yosa  inadrer 
teutly  coanteoance.  If  I  have,  therefore,  taken  tk 
liberty  of  exposing  your  fenrarite  mistakes,  do  meAe 
Justice  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  to  poor  contempt  upn 
your  respectable  persons ;  *but  to  set  your  pecnliaiitieiii 
such  a  light,  as  might  cither  engage  yoo  to  rcnoonce 
them,  or  check  the  forwardness  with  which  someliSTC 
lately  recomnieuded  them  as  the  only  doctrine  of  gtatt^ 
and  the  pure  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  uukindly  repre- 
senting their  llemonstraut  brethren  as  enemies  to  free 
grace,  and  abettors  of  a  dreadful  heresy. 

If  you  think  I  have  exceeded,  in  my  Checks,  tbc 
bounds  which  brotherly  love  prescribes  to  a  controrerslal 
writer;  permit  roe  to  remind  you  and  myself,  that  ire 
arc  parties,  and  therefore  peculiarly  liable  to  think  the 
worst  of  each  other's  intentions  and  pei*formaiices.  ^^ 
our  respective  publications,  we  have  appealed  to  the 
serious  world ;  let  us  not  then  take  the  matter  out  of 
their  hands  :  And  while  we  leave  to-  our  merciful  God 
the  judging  of  our  spirits,  let  us  leave  our  serious  read- 
ers to  judge  of  our  arguments,  and  pass  sentence  upoo 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  proposed. 

And  you,  my  Kcmonstrant  bretlireu,  who  attentively 
look  at  our  controversial  engagement ;  while  a  Geneva 
Anti-calvimst  ao\\c\ta  wi  m\.^t^st  m  vour  prayers  for 
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1,  More  tlian  ever  lei  uatonfinnonrlOTC  towards  oilr 
lalvlnist  brethren.    If  onr  argmnents  gall  them,  let  us 

nvenom  the  sore  by  maliciously  triumphing  over 
Nothing  la  more  likely  to  provoke  their  diapkn- 
snd  drive  them  from  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
ruth.  If  we,  thu  immediately '  bear  the  burden  and 
oilhis  coatroveriial  day,'  are  obliged  to  entj  help 
0  act  the  part  of  friendly  npponcnts,  by  direcOy 
lonring  Into  the  wound  the  heidiog  halaam  of  brotherly- 
love;  and  if  you  aee  ua  carried  beyond  the  bounds  of 
noderaliDn,  instantly  admooiab  us,  and  check  our 
~:hecka.  Your  whispers  will  go  faither  than  the  cla- 
nonrs  of  onr  opponents.  The  former,  we  know, 
nust  proceed  from  truth  ;  But,  we  are  apt  to  auapect, 
hat  the  latter  apring  from  partiality,  or  a  mere  strata- 
^aa  not  nncomnion  la  coutroveriiial  wars.  Wltnes) 
he  clamours  of  the  Jews,  and  thoae  of  the  Ephesians, 
vhen  the  one  saw,  that  their  idol-temple,  the  other, 
hat  great  Diana  was  in  danger, 

2.  Do  not  rejoice  in  the  mistakes  of  our  opponents, 
Jilt  Id  the  dclectioo  of  error.  Desire  not  that  loe,  but 
.bat  trutA  may  prevail.  Let  us  not  only  be  willing  that 
utr  brethren  should  win  the  day,  if  they  hare  truth  on 
heir  !]da  ;  but  let  namabe  it  matter  of  solemn,  earnest, 
ind  constant  prayer.  Wiiile  we  decry  confined,  shac- 
kled grace  oblmded  upon  us  as  free  grace ;  let  not  bigO' 
:ry  confine  our  alfections,  and  shackle  our  hearts.  No- 
.hing  would  he  more  absurd  than  to  fall  into  Calvinian 
tarrowncss  of  spirit,  while  we  oppose  Calvin's  narrow 
lystem.  If  we  admit  the  temper,  we  might  a»  well  be 
[uite  consistcnt,andatonce  embrace  the  doctrine,  'i'be 
test  method  of  recommending  God's  universal  love  to 
nankind,  la  to  love  all  men  nnlrersally.  If  abaoiate 
"eprobation  ha?  no  place  in  our  principles,  let  it  have 
lone  in  our  affections.  If  we  htjieve  that  all  share  in 
he  divine  mercy,  let  all  be  Interested  in  our  brotherly 
[indneas.  Should  such  practical  demrniM.ii&iTAtA'iW-- 

VoL.  1.  L 
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vwul  love  Mcoad  o«r  tcriplaftl  aifunetits  for  it,  If 
Ood's  Uenbc^  bigody  wovld  aoon  rttarn  to  Boae,  ni 
aarroir  grace  fly  back  to  Gcdcvb. 

3.  Let  M  etrictljobetm  tlw  rvlM  of  deeewfoi 
UadBCM,  tskiBg  can  Ml  to  traai,  iipoB  wy  prorooitloi, 
anjr  of  ooroppooenci,  io  the  nne  BMuer  that  they  hM 
treetrd  Mr.  Wetlejr.  ThemeaofilM  worid  hinteow- 
tfanet  that  he  b  a  Paplat  and  a  JeMrit:  Bmt  good  aii- 
taheo  men  h^ve  gone  madi  iwther  in  tte  preeentcoa- 
troverqr.  Tbef  have  pnbliiihed  to  Ike  world,  duit  ^ 
"  do  reriljr  beUeve  his  piinclplei  are  too  rotten  fMrevea 
a  Pipbi  to  reel  apon ;  thattinwyhetoppoeed,  Fopeqf 
U  abont  the  midway  between  ProteHanltem  and  him  $— 
thai  [he  wades  .through  tlie  qaagmlres  of  "rhgfanhii, 
deals  In  Ineonslslendcs,  madfert  contrvtfolioniy  and 
strange  prevarications ;— tibat,  if  a  oontraei  waa  dnwa 
from  his  varioos  assertions,  upon  tlM  doctrine  of  elalM 
perfecdon,  a  little  piece  mi||it  cxiend  into  a  foUoTolmas ; 
—and  that  diey  are  more  dian  ever  convinced  of  hh 
prevaricadiig  disposition."  Not  satisfied  with  goisf 
to  a  Benedictine  Monk,  in  Paris,  for  help  against  hb 
dreadful  heresy,  they  have  mttily  extracted  an  atgnmeat 
md  hominem,  from  the  comfortable  dish  of  tea  which  be 
drinks  with  Mrs.  Wesley  ;  and  to  complete  the  demos* 
stration  of  dieir  respect  for  diat  grey-headed  laboriost 
minister  of  Christ,  they  have  brought  him  upon  the  stage 
of  the  controversy  in  a  dress  of  their  own  contriving, 
and  made  him  declare  to  the  world,  that  *'  wlieneverbe 
and  fifty-three  of  his  fellow-labourers  say  one  thing, 
they  mean  quite  another."  And  what  has  lie  done  to 
deserve  this  usage  at  their  hands  ?  Which  of  diem  has 
he  treated  unjustly  or  unkindly?  Even  in  the  conne  of 
this  controversy,  has  he  iujured  any  man  ?  May  he  not 
say  to  ^is  hour,  Tupugnoi:  Ego  vapuh  iantum  t  Let 
us  avoid  this  warmtJi,  my  brethren  |  remembering  that 
personal  reflections  wiU  never  pass  for  convindng  align- 
ments with  the  judidous  and  humane. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  follow  this  advice  with  regard 
to  Dr.  Crisp  •,  neveTthckfis,  lest,  you  should  rank  him 
with  practical  Ant^uomWaA  w\Rfc\asstt  ^^afli?j  profess 


tuybelief  chat  lie  was  agoud  mna;  and  desii'e  that  none 
of  yoa  woold  coadeDin  nil  his  sertnoua,  much  less  hia 
character,  aa  account  of  his  unguarded  Antinomian  pro- 
'  poEltiond,refuted by  WilllBaisaodBaxler.Komeor which 
'  I  hare  taken  the  liberty  to  produce  iu  the  preceding 
Checks.  As  there  are  a  few  things  ei^cetitioaable  in  good 
Bbbop  Hopkins,  so  there  are  mauj  things  admirable  iu 
Dr.  Crisp's  works :  And  aa  ibe  glorious  truths  adrauced 
by  the  former,  should  aot  make  yoa  receive  his  Calvinian 
mistakes  as  gos[iel;  so  the  Illegal  teucts  of  the  latter 
should  by  no  means  make  you  reject  Iiis  evangelical 
sayings  as  Autiaoailanisni.  '  Prove,  CbereCare,  all  things, 
and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,'  though  it  shoald  he 
advauced  by  the  warmest  of  oar  oppoueuta  j  but  what- 
ever Duadrised  step  their  zeal,  for  what  they  belierc  to 
be  the  truth,  makes  them  take,  ■  Put  ye  on  [as  the  elect 
of  God,  holy  and  beloved,)  bowels  of  meities,  kind- 
ness, bnmbleness  of  mind,  long-suSbring,  forgiving 
one  another,  if  an;  man  have  a  quarrel  againjt  any  : 
Even  as  ChiEst  forgave  yoo,  so  also  do  ye.' 

4.  If  you  would  help  lis  to  remove  die  prejndices  of 
our  brethren,  not  only  grant  with  a  good  grace,  but 
stronglyinslst  upon  thegrcat  truths  forwhich  thef  make 
ea  noble  a  stand.  Steadily  assert  with  them,  that  the 
scraps  of  morality  and  formality,  by  which  Pharisees 
aud  deists  pretend  to  merit  the  divine  favour,  are  only 
'  filthy  rags'  iu  the  sight  of  a  holy  God  j  and  that  no 
righteousness  is  current  iu  heaven  but '  the  righleoDSnesj 
vrhicbiB  of  God  by  faith.'  If  theyliave  set  their  heart 
upon  calling  it  "the  imputed  rlghteousueas  of  Christ," 
thODgh  the  expression  is  not  atiictl;  scriptural,  let  it 
pass  1  but  give  them  to  anderntand,  that  as  dieiae  impu- 
tation of  righleousuess  is  a  most  glorioun  §  reality,  so 

\aiii'i  liuful  lutaig,  bribe 
1  BonuDlA  Ultra  fviUj/  toge. 
iLe  of  Cliciu'i  taolr  luure  by 


ham  wn  fully  peniudod  th^  wtut  Go4  bcut  pioinwA.^'«ul£L^<Un 
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kuman  imputation  is  a  most  delusive  dream ;  and  tbat 
of  tbis  sort  is  undoabtedly  the  Calrinian  impatation  of 
riglitcouMicss  to  a  man,  who  actually  defiles  his  neigh- 
boar's  bi*d,  and  betrays  innocent  blood.  A  dangerous 
contrivance  this  !,  not  less  subversive  of  common  Hea- 
theuuh  morality,  than  of  St.  James's  *  pare  and  mide- 
filed  religion.' 

Again,  our  Calvinist  brethren  excel  in  setting  forth  a 
part  of  Christ's  priestly  office  ;  I  mean  the  immaculate 
purity  of  his  most  holy  life,  and  the  all-atoning,  aD- 
meritorious  sacrifice  of  his  bloody  death.  Here  imitate, 
and  if  possible  surpass  them.  Shout  a  finished  atone- 
ment louder  than  they.  Behold  with  raptures  of  joy, 
and  bid  all  around  you  behold  with  transports  of  grati- 
tude, '  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sio  of  the 
world.'  If  they  call  Ais  complete  atonement jIalfAetf 
salvation,  or  the  JtmUhed  work  of  Chrisi,  indalge  tfaesi 
still ;  for  peace's  sake,  let  those  expressions  pass.  Ne- 
vertheless, at  proper  times  give  ^em  to  understand, 
that  it  is  absolutely  contrary  to  Reason,  ScriptDre,  and 
Christian  Experience,  to  think  that  all  Christ's  media* 
torial  work  is  finished.  Insinuate,  you  should  be  very 
miserable  if  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  for  yon  and  is 
you.  Tell  them,  as  they  can  bear  it,  that  he  worlds 
daily  as  a  Prophet  to  enlighten  you,  as  a  Priest  to  make 
intercession  for  you,  as  a  King  to  subdue  your  enemies, 
as  a  Redeemer  to  deliver  you  out  of  all  your  troubles, 
and  as  a  Saviour  to  help  you  to  work  out  your  own  sal- 
vation ;  and  hint,  that,  in  all  these  respects,  Christ's 
work  is  no  more  finished,  than  the  working  of  our  own 
salvation  is  completed. 

The  judicious  will  understand  you ;  as  for  bigots  ou 
all  sides,  you  know,  they  are  proof  against  scripture  and 
good  sense.    Nevertheless,  mild  irony  sharply  pointing 

and  it  shall  be  imputed  to  us,  if  we  believe  on  him  that  raised  up 
Jesus  from  the  dead.*  (Rom.  iv.  21 ,  &c.)  From  this  passage  fa  is  cvi  • 
dent,  that  faith,  which  unites  to  Christ  and  '  purifies  the  lieart,'  if  pre. 
vious  to  God's  imputation  of  righteousness,  (although  not  to  Crisp's 
imputation,  which  by  a  little  mistake  of  only  5  or  6000  yeara  he  dates 
ttom  *  before  the  foundaX\on  ot  \][veN<otVi:  Ock&  ia  sadly  out,  either 
the  good  Doctor,  or  the  gceaV.  «9a^«« 


iptural  nrgument,  may  yet  pass  belweeu  the  joinli 
lelr  iiopenetnihle  armour,  and  make  them  feel — 
T  some  shame,  or  Bome  wcarineas  of  contention, 
this  Is  a.  (laugeroQn  methud,  which  I  would  T-ccora- 
d  to  very  few.  None  should  dip  his  pen  in  the 
:  of  irouy,  till  he  has  dipped  it  in  the  oil  of  love ; 
even  then  he  ehoutd  not  oie  it  without  constant 
tr,  and  as  much  caution  as  a  enrgeou  Inncea  ah 
jsthnme.  If  he  goes  too  deep,  he  does  mischief; 
>t  deep  enough,  he  loses  bis  Ume  ;  the  virulent 
our  Is  not  discharged,  but  irritated  by  the  skin- 
I  operation.  And  '  who  ia  sufficient  for  these 
gal'  Gracious  God  of  wisdom  and  love!.  If 
callest  na  to  this  difficult  nod  ihanlilesa  office,  let 
our  Buffidcni-y  be  of  thee  ;'  and  should  the  ope- 
in  succeed,  thine  and  thine  alone  shall  be  all  the 

And  yet,  brethren,  '  I  xhow  you  a  more  excellent 
'than  that  of  mild  irony  sharpening  a  strong  argn- 
t.  If  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  love,  after  all, 
t  be  the  deHlrnclion  of  Antinomianisni.  We  shall 
)Ut  little  good  by  exposing  the  doctrioal  Antino- 
lism  uf  Dr.  Cri  sp's  admirera,  if  onr  awn  tempers 
conduct  are  inconsistent  with  onr  profession  of 
gelical  legality.  When  onr  aatagooists  cannot  shake 
irgumenta,  they  will  upbrud  us  with  our  practice, 
Ifaeo  take  care  not  to '  hold  the  tnith  in  nnrighl- 
ss :"  Let  our  moderation  and  evangelical  legality 
even  to  our  candid  opponents:  So  shall  '  the 
:eansaeis  of  the  law  be  fnlGlled  in  na'  that  believe 
^nti-Crlspian  truth  i  So  shall  onr  faith  '  establish 
Bw'  of  ardent  love  to  God  and  man ;  and  wherever 

B  established,  Antiaomianbm  is  no  more.  And 
hen  we  tmly  love  our  antagonists,  they  still  look 

opposildun  to  their  errors  as  an  abuse  of  tbcir 
)ns,aDd  rail ourexposiugtheirmlslakes" sneering 
e  truth  }"  let  us  wrap  our  souls  In  the  mantle  of 
'love  which  is  not  provoked ;'  remembering,  *  the 
pie  is  not  sboTC  hii  Master,  lun  4ac  wmuii  «icn^« 


4^  Abote  allf  white  wo  cspottalate  irith  o«r  bmtkm 
foraoinf  toaiicextffemc,kl»tnotgotoiBothB^  Maf 
fai  the  lift  ontwy  so  preached  what  Chriat  Ad  ktm 
fai  the  dqr*  of  hit  icsh»ai  to  overlook  whathedoah 
W  la 'the  daya  of  hit  Spirit.    TheQaafcen  aavAdi 
onor ;  bat  whik  ihcy  ezpoeed  lt»  ihey  r^a  into  the  opi»- 
■1m.  Thejr  to  eztoIM  Chriat  IMy  te  titaa  to  sajM 
ittle  of  Christ  dffliy/r  at.    At  diit  time,  many  hes^ 
lag  ear  mhmtim  U  soJhOiked  kg  GftrM,  tJkU  w  imi 
m»i*workii  9ta  wUkfimr  md  trmmbUmg^*  mn  jndi 
■hod[ed;  and  AinUif  they  caaaot  fly  too  Urtnmm 
wild  ajiotlon,  they  mo  headloog  Into  Pfelagianltai,  Sod- 
ahttUm,  or  sront  Inlidelity.  Let  ot^  aty  bretfaieo,  km 
irisdooi  by  thdr  contnury  nUttaket.    Wldle  mobm  m 
ftaU  East,  and  others  fall  Weft,  keep  we  under  die  bri^ 
aeiidUui  line  of  evangclkal  tnHh,  at  an  equal  distvM 
.  from  their  daoferonf  extremes.    Bycordhd-fidtfaletv 
daily  '  recdfe  the  atoaeaieBt  ;^  and  nyOcing  onr  per 
petoal  boast  of  Christ  cmcUed,  let  va  reoommend  Ids 
Inestimable  merits  to  all  conrinced  sinners,  cheerMj 
commending  oar  sonls  to  him  '  in  well-doing,'  and 
growing  in  hU  knowledge,  till  we  experience  that  be 
'  is  all  and  in  all.'    So  shall  we  *  adorn  the  gospel  of 
Qod  oor  Saviour  in  all  things  ;'  nor  will  our  opponents 
have  any  occasion  to  reprove  us  for  Pharisaic  unbelief, 
wlien  we  reprove  ihem  for  Autinomian  faith. 
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CHURCH  OF    ENGLAND. 


HONOURED  AND   DEAR   BRETHREN, 

A  Stcdent  from  Geneva,  who  has  had  the 
honour  of  being  admitted  a  minister  of  your 
Church,  takea  the  liberty  of  dedicating  to 
you  these  Strictures  on  Geneva  Looic,  which 
were  written  both  for  the  better  information 
ofyourcandid  judgment,  and  to  obtain  tolera- 
ble termaof  peace  irom  his  jvorthy  opponents. 

Some,  who  mistake  blunt  truth  for  sneering 
insolence,  and  mild  ironies  for  bitter  sarcasms, 
will  probably  dissuade  you  from  looking  into 

this     FOURTH      CHECK      TO    ANTINOMIANISM. 

They  will  tell  you  that  "  Logica  Gaievensis  is 
a  very  bad  book,"  full  of  "  calumny,  forge- 
ries, vile  slanders,  acrimonious  sneers,  and 
liorrid  misrepresentations."  But  candour, 
which  condemns  no  one  before  he  is  heard, 
which  weighs  both  sides  of  the  question  in 
an  impartial  balance,  will  soon  convince  y oh, 
that,  if  every  irony  proceeds  from  spleen  and 
acrimony  of  spirit,  there  la  aaia\i»iV  QS\iQS!tv\-Q. 
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these  four  words  of  my  honoured  opponent, 
Picias  (Jxoniensu  and  Goliah  Slain,*  as  in  all 
the  Four  Checks ;  and  that  I  have  not  ex- 
ceeded the  apostolic  direction  of  my  motto, 
'  rehuke  them  sharply/  or  rather  airorofiasj 
cuHingly,  hut '  let  brotherly  love  continue.' 

I  do  not  deny,  that  some  points  of  doc- 
trine, which  many  hold  in  great  veneradon, 
excite  pity  or  laughter  in  my  Checks.  But 
how  can  I  help  it  ?  If  a  painter^  who  knows 
not  how  to  flatter,  draws  to  the  life  an  object 
excessively  ridiculous  in  itself,  must  it  not 
appear  excessively  ridiculous  in  his  picture? 
Is  it  right  to  exclaim  against  his  pencil  as 
nuilicious,  and  his  colours  as  unfair,  because 
he  impartially  uses  them  according^  to  the 
rules  of  his  art  ?  And  can  any  unprejudiced 
person  expect,  that  he  should  draw  the  pic- 
ture of  the  night,  without  using  any  black 
shades  at  all  ? 

If  the  charge  of  "  bitterness"  do  not 
entirely  set  you  against  this  book,  they  will 
try  to  frighten  you  from  reading  it,  by  pro- 
testing, that  I  throw  down  the  foundation  of 
Christianity,  and  help  Mr.  Wesley  to  place 
works  and  merit  on  the  Redeemer's  throne. 
To  this  dreadful  charge  I  answer,  (1.)  That 
I  had  rather  my  right  hand  should  lose  its 
cunning  to  all  eternity,  than  use  it»a  moment 

t  The  ironical  titles  of  two  books  written  by  my 
n^ponent,  to  expose  the  proceedings  of  the  University 
of  Oxford  respect\i\g»  x\ie  eiLV^^^^Xk.  q.1  vcl  ^Andents  be- 
i/oiiging  to  Edmund  H^W. 


to  detract  from  the  Saviour's  real  glory,  to 
"whom  I  am  more  indebted  than  any  othei'man 
in  the  world. — (9.)  That  the  strongest  pleas  I 
produce  for  holineasand  good  works,  are  quo- 
tations from  the  homilies  of  our  own  church, 
as  well  as  from  the  Puritan  divines,  whom  I 
cite  preferably  to  others,  because  they  held 
■what  you  are  taught  to  call  ike  Doctrines  of 
Grace. — {3.)  That  what  1  have  said  of  those 
doctrines  recommends  itself  to  every  unpre- 
judiced person's  reason  and  conscience. — (_4..) 
That  my  capital  arguments  in  favour  of  prac- 
tical Christianity,  are  founded  upon  our  se- 
cond justification  by  the  evidence  of  works 
in  the  great  day;  a  doctrine  which  my  oppo- 
nent himself  cannot  help  assenting  to. — (5.) 
That  from  first  to  last,  when  the  meritorious 
cause  of  our  justification  la  considered,  we  set 
works  aside;  praying  God  "not  to  enter  into 
judgment  with  us,"  or  "  weigh  our  merits, 
but  to  pardon  our  offences"  for  Christ's  sake; 
and  gladly  ascribing  the  whole  of  our  salva- 
tion to  his  alone  merits,  as  much  as  Calvin  or 
Dr.  Crisp  does. — (6.)  That  when  the  word 
meriting,  deserving,  or  mtrthy,  which  our  Lord 
himself  uses  again  and  again,  is  applied  to 
good  works,  or  good  men,  we  mean  abso- 
lutely nothing  hxAremardahle,  or  qualifiedfor 
the  reception  of  a  gracious  reward, — And, 
(7.)  That  even  this  improper  merit  or  reward- 
ablenesa  of  good  works,  is  entirely  derived 
from  Christ's  iiroper  merit,  who  works  what 
ia  good  ia  Vii  i  and  from  0:iegcaiU<;ya&^'£Ciaa,'N&  1 
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of  God,  who  hai  freely  engaged  himself  to 
recompenie  the  firuitt  of  rigfateoasness,  which 
his  own  gmce  enables  them  to  produce. 

I  hope»  honoured  brethren,  these  hints 
will  so  far  break  the  waves  of  prqadioe 
which  beat  against  your  candoiuv  as  to  pre- 
▼ail  upon  you  ncft  to  rcgect  this  little  means  of 
infonnation*  If  you  condescend  to  peruse  it; 
I  trust  it  will  minister  to  your  edifioatiflnt  by 
enlarging  your  views  of  Christ* a  proj^ietic 
and  kingly  office;  by  heightening  your  ideas 
of  that  practical  religion,  which  the  ^prip- 
tures  perpetually  enforce ;  by  lessening  your 
regard  for  some  well-meant  mistakea,  on 
which  good  men  have  too  hastily  put  the 
stamp  of  orthodoxy;  and  by  giving  yon  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  the  sentiments  of 
your  Remonstrant  brethren^  who  would  re- 
joice to  live  at  peace  with  you  in  the  kingdom 
(^  grace,  and  walk  in  love  with  you  to  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  But  whether  you  consent 
to  give  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  or 
not,  nobody,  I  think,  can  be  more  glad  to 
offer  it  to  you,  than  he  who,  with  undissem- 
bled  respect,  remains. 

Honoured  and  dear  Brethren, 
Your  affectionate  Brother^ 

And  obedient  Servant  in  Christ, 
J.  FLETCHER. 


LETTER  I. 

iNTHoDUcrroN.  The  doctrine  ofjaiti/icationbyaorki 
ia  the  lail  day,  it  truly  leripturat.  It  it  rtHntialls 
different  from  iustificaliim  by  faith  in  the  day  ef  eon- 
eertioa.  Mr.  HiU  fitliy  grantt,  and  yet  aarmly 
oppotei,  mch  ajvttijicalion. 

LETTER  H. 

^t^lUficatirra  by  the  enidmce  ofwortt.,     id  1     J  m 
^P>  imdrjlied  religion,  are  established  up  n    h        u  gy 
^^^  ttrtielet,  and  homilies  of  the  Chureh  f  Eng  and 
■t  ■  LEITER  III. 

The  sober  Puritan  dteinet  directly  o    nd        y  ma  n 

tain  the  doctrine  ef  jusliflcalion  by  teorksm  the  great 

day,  mhicA  Dr.  Ouleii  himtelfand  numbert  of  other 

Calninittic  miniiteri,  do  not  temple  calling"  an  ef  a»- 

I  gelicaljailifleatlon  by  oar  own  perianal  obedience." 

LETTER  IV. 

avel,  and  many  other  Puritan  authors  were  qfended 
yiat  Crisp'i  doctrine.     An  important  extract  from 
.   FlaceCt  Treatite  upon  Aniinamianimi. 
LF-TTEff  V. 

te".  Ifeiley't  Mitmtet,  atid  SI  James't  Pure  Religion, 
are  eitablished  on  Mr.  Hilri  important  eoniettion, 
ce  shall  be  jutHfied  by  the  evidence  of  woris 
ifl  the  gnat  day." 

LETTER  V\. 

\f  ve  shall  be  juttijied  by  the  evidence  of  workt  in  the 
lafl  das,  there  Is  an  end  of  Dr.  Crisp' i finished  salta- 
Hon,  and  Calvin's  imputed  righteausneis .-  Those  tuo 
*  iain  pillars  of  Aniinomianhm  and  CaMnism  are 
Jtlirly  broken. 

LETTER  Vfl. 


Hr.  Htirs  at 


t  MAvtiof,  are  aniverti. 


n  defeBVH  of  Dr.  Criip"<  Jinii 
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LETTER  VIIL 

TO  THB  IAMB. 

Mir,  NUi  ii  miiimkm  wkm  A#  Myt,  *'  We  Amoe  icrip- 
hm  €uik9rii$  ic  emtt  gmi  uiHki  dtmgr,  droti,  ui 
JUtk9r€g$r 

LETTER  IX. 

TO  MR.  lOWLiMD  BILL. 

Am  mktmfr  to  Mir.  Rmokuid  Biff 9  nrgmm§nt9  mgmmit 
Jutt^fUmHom  hff  wmM»  in  ike  dmm  ofjmdgw^emi,  ehted 
hff  9om€$irieiur§i^i9m  IA#/Hm«m0m  0/  ki9firltmU$ 

VEnrVERTL 

TO  THB  tAlim  AND  TO  EICBARD  HIIX,  ESQ. 

Am  mmnr  to  Mir.  Rkkmrd  omd  Mir.  Bowkmd  HW%  n- 

wtmrki  wpom  tko  Tkbrd CMiek^  imwMehtke  oer^rtord 

doetrhto^Jmst^/leotiominUiMoeroibrmmekegiinm- 

ikatoi  from  tMr  wUtMmi,  omd  Mir.  UUi  cut  if 

Jhtm  mmo^kk  tuMterfiigu. 

LETTER  XI. 

TO  BOTH  TBB  B41IB. 

Tk9  dodrtmt  ofo  btXUow^MJwtyieotkmbff  wcfkM^U  H' 
eoncUed  ¥fUh  the  doetrime  of  a  ekmer^e  Juet^/teoHm 
b$  grace:  And  it  is  proved^  that  CohUUem  makm 
wapfbr  barefaced  Antimomitutiemf  abeoiutelg  de$tro$i 
the  law  of  Christ,  and  casts^  his  rojfal  crown  to  the 
ground, 

LETTER  XIL 

TO  RICHARD  HILL,  ESQ. 

In  which  the  author  shews  how  far  the  Caloinists  and 
the  Remonstrants  agree  ^wherein  theff  disagree ^  and 
what  makes  the  latter  dissent  from  the  former  ^  con- 
cerning the  famous  doctrine  of  Imputed  Aighteousnest. 

LETTER  XUI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Containing  a  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  contro- 
versy, especially  with  regard  to  Free  Will;  and  a 
conclusion,  descriptive  cfthe  loving  apostolic  method 
ofcarryiug  on  controversy , — ewpresHve  of  brotherly 
love  and  respect  for  aU  pious  CaMsiists  t-^anddecla^ 
rative  of  a  desire  to  live  with  them  upon  peaceable 
and  friendly  terms, 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Containing  an  account  of  the  reasons,  which  engage  us 
to  make  at  loat  a  jirm  »tan<  against  our  pious  oppo- 
nents :  and  of  the  hope  we  enl«Ttam^VKa.\  Vt^  v^  doin^ 
our  labour  wltt  nol  be  inwiJn^thft  Lw^, 
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LETffiR  !. 
ro    BICKABD    HILL,    EEQ- 


Mv  entering  the  field  of  controversy  to  defend  St. 
James's  'pure  religion,'  procured  me  your  Five  Letters, 
whieli  I  compare  to  a  shower  of  rain  gently  deacending 
from  tlie  placid  heaven.  But  the  a\x  vmcb  have  (al- 
lowed, reiemlile  a  storm  of  liail  ponring  down  from  the 
lowring  sky,  ushered  by  some  harmless  flashes  of  ligbt- 
niDg,  and  accompanieil  by  the  rnmbling  of  distant 
tliuuder.  If  my  comparison  is  just,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  when  I  read  them  first,  I  n-as  almost  thnnder- 
etrnck,  and  began  tu  fear,  lest,  instead  of  adding  light, 
1  had  only  added  heat,  to  the  hasty  zeal  which  I  endea- 
vonred  to  check. 

Bni  at  the  second  perusal, my  drooping  hopes  revive  : 
The  disburdened  clouds  begin  to  break :  The  air,  dia- 
diarged  of  the  exhalations  which  rendered  it  sultry  nr 
Ijazy,  seems  clearer  or  cooler  than  before  ;  and  the 
8D1  ill ug  plains  of  evangelical  troth,  viewed  through  that 
defecated  medium,  appear  more  gay  after  the  unex- 
pected storm.  Methinks  even  moderation,  the  Phrenlx 
consumed  by  our  polemic  fires,  is  going  to  rise  out  of 
its  a.^hes  :  And  that,  notiviths landing  (he  din  of  a  con- 
troversial war,  '  the  voice  of  tlic  turtle  is  ilill  lieard  in 
onr  lAnd.- 

May  the  gentle  sound  approacli  nearer  aod  nearer, 
A(idtuiieonrlJateiiiDghenitBUi<CktftneM^fa«»wtv!^^ 
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dirine  and  brotherly  lore  !  And  thoo  Prince  of  Peace, 
tlioa  tme  Solomon,  tbon  pacific  Son  of  warlike  David; 
•hoold  an  evil  spirit  come  upon  me  as  it  did  npon  Sail, 
to  make  me  dip  my  pen  in  the  enrenomedgall  of  discord, 
or  torn  it  into  a  Javelin  to  strike  my  dear  opponent 
Cfaroogh  and  throagh :  Mercifolly  l>ow  the  hearens, 
gently  touch  the  ittringt  of  my  heart,  and  play  upon 
them  the  melting  tune  of  forgiving  love  !  T«*ach  me  to 
check  tiie  rapid  growth  of  Antinomian  errors,  without 
hindering  the  slow  progress  of  thy  preciooa  truth ;  and 
gradonsly  instruct  me  how  to  defeoudan  insulted,  veue- 
rmble  ^Uher,  without  hurting  an  honoured,  thon§^  alas ! 
prepossessed  brother.  If  the  latter  has  offended,  snifer 
me  not  to  fall  upon  him  with  the  whip  of  merciless  re- 
venge; and  if  I  must  use  the  rod  of  reproof,  teach  me 
to  weigh  every  stroke  in  the  balaace  of  the  sanctuary 
vritfa  tender  fear,  and  yet  with  honest  impartiality. 

Should  I,  in  this  encounter,  gracious  Lord,  overeome 
by  fAjf  witdom  my  worthy  antagonist,  help  me  by  My  J 
meekneu  to  give  him  an  example  of  Christian  modera- 
tion ;  and  while  I  tie  him  with  the  cords  of  a  man  and 
a  believer,  while  I  bind  him  with  reason  and  scripture 
to  the  left  wheel  of  thy  gospel  chariot,  which  alas  !  he 
mistakes  for  a  wheel  of  Antichrist's  carriage ;  let  me 
rejoice  to  be  tied  by  him  with  the  same  easy  bonds  to  the 
right  wheel,  wliich  he,  without  reason,  fears  I  am  de- 
termined to  stop.  And  when  we  are  thus  mutually 
bound  to  thy  triumphant  car,  draw  us  with  double  swift- 
ness to  the  happy  regions  where  the  good,  as  well  as 

*  the  wicked,  cease  from  troubling,'  and  those  who  are 

*  weary  of  contention  are  at  rest.*  So  shall  we  leave  for 
ever  behind  the  deep  and  noisy '  waters  of  strife,*  in 
which  so  many  bigots  miserdbly  perish  ;  and  the  barren 
mountains  of  Gilboah,  where  hurried  Saul  falls  upon 
the  point  of  his  own  controversial  sword,  and  lovely 
Jonathan  himself  receives  a  mortal  wound. 

You  remember,  honoured  Sir,  that  I  opened  the  Se- 
cond Check  to  Aulvuom\?LVi\iim,  by  demonstrating,  that 
in  the  day  of  Judgmeiit  vi^  &\v^\i^  V^-^^^^^V^  ^Qrks, 
that  is,  by  the  evidence  ol  v<0T>^*i  K  -^^'ss^a.  ^\  ^^>q^s^w 
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itratioa  could  not  but  aee.that  if  this  lesal  proposition 
;ood,  jour  favomilo  doctrine  of  finiahed  salvation,  and 
ahinian  imputation  of  righleouaneas  to  an  impenileol 
lullerer,  would  loae  their  exorbitant  iuflaenee.  Yon 
;aign,therefore,  to  bend  yourself,  withSamson'smighl, 
pon  thin adaniantine  pillar  of  one  "heretical"  doc- 
ine.  Let  ns  see  whether  yonr  redoubled  elTqrta  have 
haken  it,  or  only  ahOTrn  that  it  staads  as  tirm  as  the 
lillars  of  heareu. 

You  enter  npon  the  arduous  labour  of  deciding,  In 
our  first  paragraph,  that  I  deal  in  "  sneer,  banter,  sar- 
asm,  notorious  falsehood,  calumny,  and  groas  perrer- 
ions  i"  and  to  confirm  this  charge,  you  produce  three 
□onymouH  letters,  one  of  which  deposes,  that  vchnt  I 
ave  written  upon  finiahed  Salvation  "  is  enough  to 
lake  every  child  of  God  shudder  i"  while  another  pro- 
ounces,  that  my  "  book  is  full  of  groundless  and  falte 
rguments  ;"  and  the  third,  that  I  am  "  in&tnaled,'" 
nd  have  "  advanced  pernicious  doctrines  in  bitter  ex- 
resaions."  Your  initial  charge,  supported  by  thU 
hreefold  authority,  wUl  probably  pass  for  a  demonatra- 
ioti  with  some  of  your  readers  ;  but  as  I  consider  it 
mly  as  a  faint  imitation  of  Calvin's  book,  called  He- 
ponalo  ad  calumtiias  Xebutonit,  I  batten  to  ivhal  looks 

little  like  an  argument. 

Page  4,  yon  say,  concerning  justification  by  workt, 
lat  ia,  by  the  evidence  of  works,  in  the  last  day,  "  I 

ay  tafely  affirm,  that  it  has  no  existence  in  the  word 
'  God  "  So,  honoured  Sir,  the  plainest  and  fullest 
ksaages  of  the  sncred  oracles,  are,  It  seems,  tu  Sy  like 
laff  before  your  "  safe  affirmation  ;"  for  you  have  not 
ipported  it  by  one  aingle  text.  Near  tweuty  have  I 
■oduced,  which  declare  with  one  consent,  that  we  shall 
i  judged,  not  according  to  our  faith,  bnt  accordiaf  to 
ir  works ;  and  that  Ihe  doert  of  the  law,  iu)d  they 
one,  shall  be  justified  In  the  last  day;  but  In  yonr 
J\iUiaii  particular  answer  to  my  book,"  you  tnke  a 
ill  and  easy  leap  over  most  oftheae  texts.  Two  liow- 
ler  yon  touch  upon ;  let  us  see  If  you  have  hcea  «lita. 

preta  tftcM  Into  &it  lewlce  ol  ^owi  tojtt^me. 
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1.  Yoa  find  fiuilt  with  oor  tnailadon  of  Rer.  nS., 
U.  *  DlcMcd  are  thej  that  do  hU  oommaodmenti,  lltf 
they  may  hare  right  to  the  tree  of  lUe/  Yoa  nj,  tktf 
the  word  which  is  rendered  rigki,  properly  lipiiB 
priviUge,  Granting  it,  for  peace's  aake,  I  ask.  What  ii 
yoa  get  by  this  criticism  ?  Ahaolately  nothing ;  for  At 
word  ptiffiUgt  proves  my  point  as  well  as  the  wni 
fight  i  unless  yon  can  demonstrate  that  it  makes  a  wk 
terlal  difference  iu  the  sense  of  the  foUowriog  siadv 
sentence :  *'  BlcMcd  was  the  son  of  Aaron,  wtiomJfO' 
sea  anointed  high-priest.  Chat  he  mig;ht  liare  die  fi(^ 
(or,  that  he  might  hare  the  privilege^  of  entering  ass 
a  year  into  the  holy  of  holies."  If  those  different  a- 
pressions  convey  the  same  idea,  your  objection  isftiio- 
loos,  and  Rev.  zxiL  14,  even  according  to  joor  on 
translation,  still  evidently  confirms  the  wotds  of  osr 
Lord  and  his  fovourite  disdple :  *  If  thoa  wilt  enter  iotD 
life,  keep  the  commandments^ — ^And  tlds  is  his  ooa- 
mandment,  that  we  shonld  believe  on  the  name  of  his 
Sod  Jesus  Christ,  and  lo\'e  one  another.* 

2.  The  other  text  yon  touch  upon  is  Matt.  xii.  36, 37, 
*  In  the  day  of  judgment,  by  thy  words  ahalt  thou  be 
justified.'  Page  10,  you  thus  commeot  upon  it:  ''Onr 
Lord  points  out  the  danger  of  vaiu  and  idle  words;  and 
affirms,  that  as  every  tree  is  Icnowu  by  its  fruit,  so  may 
the  true  state  of  the  heart  be  known  by  the  evil  or  good 
things  which  proceed  out  of  the  mouth  ;  and  having 
laid  down  this  rule  of  judgment,  he  adds  the  words 
which  you  have  so  often  cited  in  defence  of  your  doc- 
trine, *  By  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,'  &c.  that 
is.  As  words  and  works  are  the  streams  which  flow 
from  the  spring  of  the  heart,  so  by  these  it  will  appear 
whether  that  spring  teas  ever  [I  would  say  with  m(N« 
propriety,  U  now]  purified  by  grace  ;  or  whether  it  still 
remcdns  in  its  natural  corrupt  state ;  the  actions  of  a 
man  being  the  declarative  evidences^  both  here  and  at 
the  great  day,  whether  or  no  he  was  [I  would  say,  he  is\ 
among  tiie  trees  of  righteousness  which  the  Lord  hath 
planted  :  Th\8  \a  Oa^  v^aM!l«as^  wcisa  oC  this  passage." 

Is  U,  iodeed,\io\\o\xT«^^vc>   ^fKL'QBR».A>«»'^^^ 
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pleasure  of  kfbrmiag  you,  tbat  Eupposiug  you  allow  of 
my  liKle  alteratioos,  wc  are  exactly  of  Itie  sanie  eeuti- 
'  tnentsi  and  I  think  ihat,  upuu  sefoud  thoughts,  yoa 
will  not  reject  them  ;  for  it  is  evident,  the  actioDS  of 
to-day  show  whata  free-agentia  to- day,  and  not  wb»t 
he  nas  yestei'day,  or  he  will  be  six  mouths  hence.    By 
what  argument  will   yon  prove,  that  because  Lucifer 
was  once  a  bright  angel,  and  Adam  a  gadlike  creature, 
they  continued  Euch  under  all  the  horrors  of  their  rehel- 
lion  ?  Or  that  David's  repculance  after  Nathan's  Cipoe- 
tulatioo,  evldeuccd  that  he  wra  a  penitent  before  ?     Id 
the  last  day  the  grand  inquiry  will  not  be,.  Whether 
Hymeoeus,  Phileius,  and  Demas,"were  ever  purified 
by  grace ;"  but  whetlier  they  were  so  at  death.  Bec^iue 
our  last  works  will  be  admitted  as  the  last,  and  conse- 
quently tlie  most  imporlant  and  decisive  evidencea;  for 
'  as  the  tree  falls,  »o  it  lies.'   Apostates,  far  from  being 
justified  for   liaviug  been  once  "purified   by  grace;" 
will  be  '  couutcd   wonhy  of  a  sorer  punishment'  for 
hanag  *  turned  from  the  way  of  righteousness.'  Would 
-        not  the  world  hies  a  physician,  who  should  publicly 
maintaiD,  that  by  feeling  people's  pnlsfe  now,  be  cbd 
"       tell  whether  they  were  ever  sick  or  well  ?   Or,  thai, 
because  one  of  his  patients  icaa  ajlve  ten  years  ago,  he 
!      it  alive  now,  though  every  symptom  of  death  and  cor- 
3       rsptioa  is  actually  upon  bim  !    And  shall  your  hint, 
I      honoured  Sir,  persuade  your  readers,  that  what  would 
I        bean  imposltioD  upon  common  sense  in  a  gentleman 
of  the  faculty,  is  gennine  orthodoxy  in  Mr,  Hill .' 

But  I  have  tno  high  an  opinion  of  your  good  sense 
and  piety,  dear  Sir,  to  think  that  you  will  persist  la 
your  inaccuracy,  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  maintaining 
the  ridiculous  perseverance  of  AntluomJan  apoatatej, 
and  contradicting  the  God  of  truth,  who  expressly  men-  - 
tioiij  '  the  righteous  turning  from  his  righteousness, 
and  dying  in  the  sin  that  hehassinned.'  My  hopes  that 
yon  will  give  it  up  are  the  more  sauguine,  as  it  is  recti- 
fied in  the  same  page,  by  two  quotations,  which  hav« 
die  foU  stamp  of  four  approbation. 
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"  Tlie  jodiclons  Dr.  Quite,"  tay  yon,  **  par^hnsei 
thvs  ou  the  place :  *  Your  words,  as  well  as  acdons, 

*  shall  be  produced   in  endence  for  or  against  joi, 

*  to  prore,  [not  whether  yoa  ever  were^  but]  wiie- 
'  tber  you  are  a  «a!ut  or  a  sinner,  a  true  believer « 
'  not;  and,  according  to  their  evidence,  yon  shall  be 
'  either  publicly  acquitted,  or  condemned  in  the  grot 

*  day.'  " — And  as  it  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  Cbriii 
shall  inquire  whether  men  are  believers  in  the  dayof 
Jadgment,  because  fidth  will  then  be  loKt  in  sight ;  Mr. 
Wesley,  whom  you  quote  next  as  if  he  contradicted 
me,  wisely  corrects  the  little  inacccuracy  of  the  Doctor, 
and  says, "  Your  words  as  well  as  actions  shall  be  pro- 
duced in  evidence  for  or  against  yon,  to  prove  [not  whe- 
ther yon  are,  but]  whether  yon  wae  a  true  believer  or 
not,  and  according  to  their  evidence  yon  will  either  be 
acquitted  or  condemned  in  the  great  day."  Tlie  very 
doctrine  this  which  I  hare  advanced  at  large  in  tiie 
Second  Check. 

However,  triumphing  as  if  you  had  won  the  day,  yon 
conclude  by  saying,  *'  In  the  mouth  of  these  two  wit- 
nesiips  may  the  truth  be  firmly  established."  To 
thi5  pious  wish,  honoured  Sir,  my  soul  breathes  out  a 
cordial --/men/  I  rejoice  to  see  that  God  has  giveu 
you  candour  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  j 
and  as  it  is  firmly  established  in  the  mouth  of  Dr.  Guise 
and  Mr.  Wesley,  may  it  be  for  ever  confirmed  by  this 
spontaneous  testimony  of  Mr.  Hill !  But,  in  the  name 
of  brotherly  love,  if  you  thus  hold  the  truth  which 
I  contend  for  ;  tliat  is,  Justification  by  the  evidence  of 
Works  in  the  last  day  ;  why  do  you  oppose  me  ?  Why 
do  you  represent  my  sentiment  "  as  full  of  rottenness 
and  deadly  poison  ?"  Till  you  solve  this  problem, 
permit  me  to  vent  my  surprise  by  a  sigh,  and  to  nay, 
Logica  Genevensis  ! 

Having  seen  hovf  /uiiy  and  particularly  you  have 
granted  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  book,  to  which 
you  waste  give"  a.  full  and  particular  answer,"  namely, 
that  our  final  Justv^c^xXow  vOJiVim^'^wv  \\\a  evidence 
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of  works  ill  the  laet  day;  I  go  back  to  page  4,  where, 
to  my  utter  astoaishment,  you  Hffirm,  "  that  as  thti 
iloctrioc  has  do  existence  in  the  wurd  of  God,  bo 
neither  in  any  Protestant  Churth  under  heaTen  1" 
Thus,  to  nnchurch  Mr.  Wesley  and  me,  you  unchurch 
Dr.  Guise  and  yourself! 

To  support  yoor  assertion,  you  quote  Bishop  Cowper, 
Dr.  Fulke,  and  Mr.  Hervey,  who  agree  to  oi^ntain, 
that  "  justitieatioa  is  one  tiagle  acl,  and  must  there- 
fore be  done  or  nndone."  As  neither  you  nor  they 
have  supported  this  prnpnaition  byODesingle  argnment, 
1  i^ball  just  observe,  that  a  thousand  Bishops  und  Doc- 
ton  ire  lighter  than  Tanity,  when  weighed  in  the 
balance  against  the  authority  of  Christ  and  his  apostles. 

However,  if  you  forget  your  proofs,  I  shall  prodnce 
mine  ;  and  by  die  following  syUugisni  I  demonstrate, 
that  jQstificalion  In  the  day  of  oar  conversion,  and  jos- 
tiGcation  in  the  lost  day,  are  no  more  "  one  single 
Bet,"  than  the  day  of  the  sinner'^  conversion,  and  that 
of  judgment,  are  one  single  day. 

Two  acts,  which  differ  as  to  time,  place,  peraoiis, 

single  act,"  (tlie  one  maybe  done,  when  the  other 
remains  undone.)  But  onr  first  justification  at  conver- 
gion,  thus  differs  from  our  second  in  tlic  great  day. 
Therefore  our  fii'st  and  second  t  j  ustification  cannot  be 
one  single  act,  &c 

The  second  proposldon,  which  alone  la  disputable, 
loay  be  thus  abundantly  proved.  Our  first  and  lecond 
justification  differ,  (l.J  With  respect  to  time:  The 
time  of  the  one  is  the  hour  of  conversion;  andlhedme 
of  the  other  the  day  of  Judgment. — (3.]  With  respect  to 
place :  The  place  of  the  former  is  this  earth  ;  and  the 
place  of  the  latter  the  awful  spot,  in  the  new  heaven  or 
oil  the  new  earth,  where  the  tribunal  of  Christ  shall  be 
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crededL— (S.)  Whh  retped  to  the  wJimtUH  :  Tkenk- 
■eitei  of  tfae  iMmer  are  the  Splift  of  Gkidy  and  ov.ovi 
oooadeiioe ; or,  ip  tpod^  In  ■alpttuc  ImgoagOy  'Hi 
Spirit  beariog  wftoen  wHIi  o«r  spirits  lliat  we  ivetti 
ddMmofGod:'  Bat  the  wItiieMet  of  tfie  latter eB 
be  the  ooantlew  myriads  of  mea  aad  angels  asseinMHi 
Mbce  Christ— (4.)  Whh  respect  to  the  Jm$iifkrs  b 
the  former  JaiddcatioD,  <  one  Ood  Jaatflles  the  cfacaa- 
dsloa  aad  the  aadreamcishm ;'  and  fat  the  latter,  *  m 
Medialor  between  Ood  and  maa,  even  tiie  nuui  Chitt 
Ictas/  will  pronoonce  tfie  sentence :  For,  <  tibe  FWkr 
Jndgedi  JBO  man,  bat  badi  committed  all  JndgaMas  1^ 
Ae  8on.'»(5.)  WUh  respect  to  die  JuHyhds  In  At 
day  of  con? einion,  a pmtUmii  tbmtr  is  Jnstllled}  in  At 
day  of  Judgment  a  pemvfrtMg  Mila#^— (8.)  1M 
reelect  to  tk§  mrHeU  mpom  wMek  Jaifi^Han  wvUimm 
AMion^  tfie  meritorlons  caosc  of  bothonr  Jmtfflcitfii 
is  Ae  same,  tfiat  is,  the  l>lood  and  rigliteonanai  sf 
Christy  yet  die  InstnimeDtai  caose  Is  very  dllferent ;  by 
rArra  we  obtain  (not  pnrchase)  the  first,  and  hy  woan 
die  second.*-(7.)  Whh  respect  to  the  aci  of  iA€  Jnt* 
tyter :  At  our  coDTerslon,  Ood  coders  and  pardons  oar 
sins '.  bat  in  the  day  of  Judgment,  Christ  nncovers  and 
approves  oarrifl^teoosDess. — ^And,  (lastly,]  With  regard 
to  the  contequenees  of  both :  At  die  first  Jnstificadon, 
we  are  enlisted  by  the  Friend  of  sioners  to  *  fig^t  the 
good  fight  of  &ith'  io  the  chnrch  militant;  and  at  die 
second,  we  are  admitted  by  die  righteous  Jndge  to 
*  receive  a  crown  of  righteonsness,  and  shine  lilce  die 
snn'  in  die  chnrch  triumphant. 

Is  it  not  strange,  that  die  enchandng  power  of  Cal- 
vloian  logic  should  have  detained  us  so  long  In  Babel, 
where  things  so  vastly  different  are  perpetnally  con* 
jfbunded  ?  Is  it  not  deplorable,  that  when  Mr.  Wesley 
has  the  courage  to  call  us  out  of  mysdc  Geueva,  so 
many  tongues  and  pens  should  be  sharpened  against 
him  ?  Shall  foreign  logic  for  ever  prevail  over  English 
good  sense,  and  Christian  brotherly  kindness  ?  Have 
we  so  '^  leaned  \OYf«c^%  C;diV\s^m^'  ^  to  bb  totally 
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ast  recovery  f  And  ia  the  lialauce  between  St.  Panl'* 
ivd  St.  Jamea'j  justllication  lostamODg  pioua  Protest- 
nts  for  ever  ?  O  ye  regenerate  Britousi,  who  have 
infaappily  falleii  in  love  with  the  Genevan  Delilab, 
awake  '.  awake  !  pat  on  strength,'  aaA  leap  out  of  the 
.rms  of  that  enchaatress!  If  the  rocks  you  asleep  ia 
,er  boHom,  it  is  only  to  bind  you  fast  with  cords  of 
Lntiuumlan  errord,  and  deliver  you  up  to  the  horrors  of 
Lndoomian  practices.  Has  she  not  already  cut  off  the 
ocka,  and  put  out  the  eyes  of  thousands  ?  And  does 
lot  Samson  publicly  grind  for  the  Philiatine  ?  Have 
■M  not  seen  Mr. Hill  himself  teU  the  world,  tJiat  "all 
ina  work  for  good  to  the  pleasant  children,"  who  go  on 
irowardly  from  adultery  to  treachery,  aod  from  trea- 
iery  to  murder  ? 

Bui  you  have  an  answer  ready.  Page  6,  yon  inslnu- 
ite,  Ihntlt  Is  I  who  have  erected  n  Babel,  by  denying 
that  the  two  above-describedjnsUficaliona  are  one  and 
the  some.  Aud,  lo  prove  it,  joa  advance  a  dilemnia 
which  is  already  obviated  iu  the  'Hiird  Check,  p.  464. 
ffe  readily  grant  you,  honoured  Sir,  that,  if  a  man 
lies  the  moment  he  is  justified  by  tiiith,  the  iawnrd 
labonr  of  his  love,  (for  living  fiiith  always  works  by 
love,)  will  juadfy  him  in  the  dajr  of  judgment.  Bat 
yon  must  also  grant  m,  that  if  he  lives,  and  '  turns 
from  bia  righteouauess;'  or  which  Is  the  same,  if  Mk 
ytb,  Itistead  of  working  by  lave  and  obedience,  works 
if  lost  aud  malice,  by  adultery  and  murder,  it  is  no 
unger  a  living  f^th  ;  it  ia  a  dead  faith,  of  which  St. 
'anei  says,  '  What  does  it  profit,  though  a  man  say 
le  hath  faith,  and  have  not  works  ?  Can  lAol  bith 
ave  him  i  Faith,  if  it  Jiath  not  works,  Is  dead.' — 
fon  see  then,  bo  iv  that,  in  what  you  call  "ihetuter- 
nediate  state,"  as  well  as  ia  the  last  day, '  by  works 
I  man  is  JnstiGed,  aod  not  by  faith  only.'  (James  H.) 

Page  6,  yon  assert,  that  my  "  favourite  scheme  is 
ather  overthrowa  than  supported  by  the  iustauce  of  the 
oilier,"  on  whose  eridencel  supposed  myself  acquitted 
a  a  court  of  judicature.    "  His  testimony,"  sayTOOi 
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whn  Cfariit  ahall  fanAtj  penercriDg  Mil 
daf,  be  nill  not  coutilnte  Ihein  innoccDl 
rUre  apou  the  evidence  of  (heir  last  wc 
■re  '  pure  in  licart,'  and  llicrefure  qoi 
God,  and  wortli;  to  abtain  that  world,  w 
dreo  of  the  rcaurrectiou  are  equal  to  ang 
,  I'a  shew  that  the  instance  of  the  grafi 
tlirowB  aUo  the  (loctriae  ofa  two-fold  jaa 
quote  that  ereat  and  good  maa  Sir,  Her 
forget,  that  hii  bare  sisertion  is  no  be 
owu.  I  a)ipeal  from  bodi  your  laiwitiDDB  t 
leiiic  *f  any  impartial  man,  whether  the i 
terial  difference  between  dfclaring,  that  e 
properly  grafted ;  and  prononDriog,  that  . 
ii  not  cankered  and  barren,  but  sound  iui< 
Hen'ey'i  mistake  appears  to  me  so  much  i 
ptiBing,  OB  the  diBtinclioo,  which  he  espl 
where  obvious. 

Look  into  our  orciiardj,  and  you  will  bi 
that  were  once  propetly  grafted,  hut  ate 
dead,  rotten,  and  perhaps  torn  up  by  the 
sideranr  cou  gregatloui,  and  you  will  ci 
pious  f  divine  under  whose  niinisiry  you  : 


tliiiiga,  and  lo  carry  all  before  them  j  wbo  are  now  like 
tliesQuffof  an  eWingoUlied  taper,  devoid  of  any  appa- 
rent life  !  We  swarm  with  alumbering  virgins  ou  the 
riglit  hand  aud  on  tlie  left,  Tlie  Delilali  of  tUis  world 
haa  shorn  their  locks,  their  former  streueth  ia  gone, 
tlieir  frame  is  totally  enervated,  aud  the  Philistines  are 
upon  liiem." 

But,  abore  all,  search  tbe  oniclea  of  Ood,  aud  thei'e 
yuu  will  see  various  descriplionii  of  apostate;,  that  U, 
of  men  wlio,  to  the  last,  *  tread  under  foot  the  Sou  of 
God,  and  account  the  blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith 
they  were  sauctified,'  and  consequeutly  justified,  'u 
common,  deipieable  Ibiag.'  Thcie,  Id  a  dying  hour, 
have  no  riglit  fo  say, '  I  have  kept  the  faith ;'  fur,  alas!, 
by  '  putting  away  h  good  conscience,  concerning  fiiitJi 
they  have  made  shipwreck.'  These,  like  '  withered 
branches'  of  tiie  heavenly  vine,  in  which  they  once 
blojsomcd,  shall  be  '  taken  away,  cast  forth,  and 
bumed,'  in  tbe  last  day,  together  with  the  thaff,  for 
not '  bearing  froit,  and  ending  iu  the  &esh ;'  agreeable 
to  that  awfnl  clause  of  the  gospel  charter:  "I'be  works 
ofthc  flesh  are  adnliery,fonilration,uudeanness, idola- 
try, hatred,  variance,  wrath,  tlrife,  envying,  mwder, 
drankennens,  revellings,  and  such  like ;  uf  which  Itell 
you,  |j us tified  believers,]  as  Ihave  told  yonin  lime  jast, 
that  they  who  do  such  tilings  ehiill  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,'  ITiits  the  numerous  tribe  of  apos- 
tates, after  having  been  ■  jostified  by  vaitii'  in  tbe 
day  of  their  conversion,  shall  he  condetaneii  6g  works 
in  (lie  day  of  judgment.  So  real,  so  importaiA  is  the 
diatinetiou,  which  Mr.  Hervey  looks  npon  ai  needleia, 
and  you.  Sir,  as  "  full  of  deadly  poison !" 

However,  says  Bishop  Co wper,  "lliis  ilisllnctioii 
confounds  two  benefits,  justification  and  sonctlflca^on." 
To  this  assertion,  which,  according  to  a  grand  rule  of 
your  logic,  is  also  lo  pass  for  proof,  I  answer,  that  our 
jonciyfcod'on  will  nomorc  be  confounded  with  our j'uiff- 
Jicatiua  In  the  last  day,  tliau  oar  faith  is  confounded 
with  our  acce/ifanci^in  the  day  of  on  r  con  version.  When 
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yoo  ilttU  demoBttme  that  Um  wfcnesteSy  vpoo  wk« 
tndBMNiy  a  crimlMl  It  aluolvedy  are  tke  nae  Abga 
the  tentCQoe  of  abtohrtloB  ynmrnmctd  bj  die  )ad|^ 
yoa  will  be  able  to  sake  It  appev,  4nt  amctiftfirtw 
U  the  tame  thing  u  jaitiicatfcwi  io  the  laat  day;  «». 
which  It  all  one,  that  there  It  so  diffBrence  betwea 
aalnttninwatalcaatey  and  In  pioper  cibct. — ^May  tai 
our  hcartt  lie  open  to  the  bright  beana  of  oonfiadit 
troth  I  And  nuqr  yoo  bellefe»  thai  oiy  pen  eipre«ei 
the  Ibeifaiga  of  my  hearty  wheo  I  aabaeribe  aiTtelf, 
HoBomd  and  dear  Sfar, 

wk^wtBJuUffj^m  kit  Mr  w^rdtf 

JOHN  FLETCHEB. 


LETTER  11. 
TO    BICUARD    HILL,    ESQ. 


1  of  your's  seems  to  me  of  greater 
moment,  thau  the  qaolalioD  Sroia  Bbhop  Cuwper, 
TvLich  1  answered  iu  my  Inst.  Vou  maiatain,  (p.  11,] 
"  Ihat  the  dijctrine  of  a  two-fold  justification  is  uotto 
be  fonnd  in  aiij  part  of  the  Liturgy  of  our  Church." 

i.  Not  to  DieDlioD  Rgain  the  latter  paj't  of  St.  Atha- 
DOsiub's  Cieed  ;  permit  me,  Sir,  to  auk  you,  if  on  the 
■niirteenth  and  Fourteenth  Sundays  after  Trinity,  you 
ueier  considered  wliat  is  implied  in  these  and  the  libe 
petitions  ?  "  Gram  that  we  may  so  failA/iiBg  serve 
(bee  in  this  life,  that  we  /ail  ml  fiaallg  to  attain  thy 
beaTeDly  proiuiacs,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ. 
— Maife  us  to  hat  that  whicb  ibon  dost  comniand,  that 
we  muy  oblain  that  which  tbou  dust  promise."  Again, 
un  St.  Peter's  day,  "  Hake  all  pastors  diligentlg  to 
preach  thy  holy  word,  and  the  people  obedienlls  to  fol- 
low the  same,  thai  they  ma//  raeeitie  the  croton  of  ever- 
lasting glory,  through  Jesne  Christ."  And  on  the 
Third  Sunday  in  Advent,  "  Grant  that  thy  miuisters 
may  so  prepare  thy  way,  by  turning  the  hearts  of  IHe 
disoiedieni,  tbat  at  l/iy  second  coming  to  judge  the 
world,  we  may  he  found  an  acceptable  people  in  thy 
sight." 

St.  Jamei'a  justilication  by  works,  consequent  upon 
jaMiRcfition  by  faith,  is  described  in  the  service  (orAsh- 
Wednesday  :  "  //  from  henceforth  we  walk  in  his 
ways:  y/'wefolluw  him  In  lowliness,  patience,  and 
charity,  oad  be  ordiire4  by  llie  BOveiaoocA  lA  \ivb  VtAiv^ 
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Spirit,  Mflciiig  ilwayt  bin  f^ory,  and  Mrring  him  dilf 
witli  tbanlctgiring :"— Tben  comet  the  dewriptioB  d 
oar  fioal  jasUficadoii,  which  b  but  a  Milcain  and  pnbfic 
coDfirmAtioD  of  9t  Jamev'a  JastUailion  by  worki^ 
'*  Thin  if  we  do^  Chritt  will  deliver  as  from  Ihe  cane 
of  the  hiw,  and  from  the  extreme  malediction  wliich  lUI 
light  Bpou  them  that  «haU  be  aet  oo  the  left  hand ;  mi 
he  will  set  01  on  his  right  hand,  and  give  as  the  gnd* 
oai  benediction  of  his  Father,  commanding  as  to  tib 
possession  of  his  gtorions  liingdom." — C^mmimmtim, 

I  flatter  mjrselfy  honoared  Sir,  that  yon  wHI  not  nA 
these  quotations  aside,  by  Just  saying  what  700  do  os 
another  occasion :  *'  As  to  the  qootation  yon  hue 
brought  from  Mr.  Henry  in  defence  of  this  doctrine,  iisr 
any  good  it  does  yonr  caose,  it  might  as  well  have  bees 
urged  in  defence  of  extreme  nnction."  I  hope  yon  will 
not  object,  that  the  words,  second  Jutt^lcmiim  h§ 
workif  are  not  Ui  our  Liturgy ;  for  If  the  thiho  be 
evidently  there,  what  can  a  candid  enquirer  after  tnA 
require  more  ?  Should  yoo  have  recourse  to  such  an 
argument,  you  will  permit  me  to  ask  yon,  what  yoo 
would  say  to  those  who  assert,  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  is  not  found  in  the  scripture,  because  the 
woKU  Trinity  is  not  read  there?  And  the  same 
answers  which  you  would  give  to  such  opponents,  I  now 
beforehand  return  to  vourself. 

• 

II.  As  final  justification  by  the  evidence  of  works  is 
clearly  asserted  in  our  Liturgy,  so  it  is  indirectly  m^n- 
tained  in  our  Articles.  You  know,  honoared  Sir,  that 
the  Eleventh  treats  of  Justification  by  Faith  at  our  con- 
version, and  you  yourself  very  justly  obsen'e,  (p.  11,) 
**  That  our  Reformers  seemed  to  have  had  an  eye  to 
the  words  of  our  Lord,  *  The  tree  is  known,  [that  is, 
is  evidenced,]  by  its  fruits,*  when  they  drew  up  our 
Twelfth  Article,  which  asserts,  that  a  lively  faith  may 
be  as  evidently  known  by  good  works,  as  a  tree 
discerned  by  its  fruit."  This,  honoured  Sir,  is  the 
very  basis  of  Mr.'WeA^'^'^  "  tc>\Xfcw"  doctrine;  the 
rery  foundation  on  w\v\c\\  ^x..  Jwit^  \k\x^^  *  \v\?i  ^;NSK^. 


and  undtRled  icligioD.'  This  lieing  granted,  It  ueces- 
aarilyfal]ow9,tolhenrcrUirowof  jourl^rQuritG  scheme, 
that  a  lining,  justifying  faith  may  degenerate  Into  a 
dead,  cnndeaiDing  tailh,  as  snrL-Iy  as  David's  fakli, 
opce  productive  of  the  finits  of  righteousacss,  dege- 
nerated into  a  failh  prodnclive  of  adultery  and  inur- 
dcr. 

Villi  are  aware  of  (he  advautage  that  the  'IVelfth 
Article  gives  ns  over  jou  ;  therefore,  to  ol)viate  it, 
you  insiuuale,  in  your  Five  Letters,  that  Davld'a  f;iith, 
when  he  eoniDiltted  adultety  vins  the  same  as  when 
he  dauced  before  the  arb.  It  was  justifying  taith 
still,  only  "  in  a  Winter-Eeason."  This  argument, 
which  will  pass  for  a  deinonsCratiou  in  Geneva,  will 
appear  au  evasion  iu  England,  if  our  readers  consider, 
that  it  is  founded  merely  upon  (he  Catvinian  coatom 
of  forcing  ratiooal  campaiisona  to  go  upon  all  /ovt 
like  brotes,  and  then  driring  them  far  beyond  the 
intention  of  lho<:e  by  whom  they  were  tirat  prodaced. 
We  know  that  a  tree  ou  the  banks  of  the  Severn  may 
be  good  in  Winter,  thongh  it  bear  no  good  fruit; 
because  no  trees  bear  among  ua  any  fruit,  good  or 
bad,  in  January.  But  this  caunoC  be  the  case  either 
of  beiierers  or  unbelievers  ;  they  bear  fruit  all  the 
year  round  ;  unless  you  can  prove,  that  like  men  In 
an  apoplectic  Gt,  (hey  neither  think,  apeak,  nor  an 
"  in  a  Winter- season."    Again, 

Beiierers  who  comiuit  adulieiy  and  murder  are  not 
good  trees,  even  in  a  negative  sense ;  for  they  poti- 
tivelg  bear  fruit  of  the  most  poisoDnuE'  nature.  How 
then  can  either  their  f^lh  or  their  persons  be  evi- 
denced a  good  tree,  by  snch  bad  fruit,  such  deleilailt 
evidence/  While  you  puC  your  logic  to  the  rack  tbr 
an  answer,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  encounter  yoli 
a  nioment  with  your  own  weapons,  and  making  the 
degraded  comparison  of  ourlVelfth  Article  walk  upon 
all  four  againat  you,  I  promise  you,  that,  if  yon  can 
shew  me  an  apple-tree  which  bears  poisonous  crabs 
in  Summer,  much  more  one  that  liears  them  "in 
a  WintBT-geaton,"  IffllHafiiAafliMniaMB.^a&^agfcgw 
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that  Ml  Impnlteat  mordeier  hat  jnstiiyiiig  fitt,  wi 
is  conplele  \m  Chrlit'i  riglileoaiBeM. 

III.  Haviog  tirat,  I  hope,  reKsed  warTwtMlkM' 
de  from  the  violeiice  which  yoor  sdieiiie  oflhn  toh 
hoUf  Metniiif,  I  prrtnine  to  ask,  Whf  do  yee  «( 
Mention  the  UamilUif  when  yon  any  that  tiK  4» 
trine  of  atwo  foldjastlAcadoniBnotfiMnidlaaBf  |ei 
oftheOflkesandLitargjofoorCharcfa?  lahheona 
fO«  aefer  consnlled  tiiem  upon  die  aalject  of  onrem- 
trovcrsy  ?  To  save  yon  the  tronhle  of  tnmfaig  Ih9 
over,  and  to nndfcdTe  those  wlw  are  IH#itedfke«de 
pore  doctrine  of  Khefa*  own  Chnrdi  by  the  late  ctieid 
^fwinNNiiMi .'  J^MSjfnMifM  /  and  /^iHMfy  /,  I  lUi 
present  yon  with  the  foUowInf  estraet  from  o«r  Hoai- 
lies,  wliich  win  shew  yon  they  are  not  lean  o|^osite  ti 
Antinoanjanism  than  oar  Utargy  aad  Aitidea : 

**  The  dnt  coining  nnto  God  is  throng  fidtfa^  whoekf 
we  are  Jnstifted  1)efi>re  God.  And,  lest  any  man  dMiaU 
be  deceived,  it  is  diligently  to  lie  noted,  that  there  is 
one  &ith,  which  in  scriptarp  is  called  a  demd  fsUky 
which  bringeth  forth  no  good  worlu,  bnt  is  idle,  bancB, 
and  uufruitfal.  And  this  faith,  by  the  holy  apostle  St 
James,  is  compared  to  the  faith  of  devils.  And  such 
fiuth  have  the  wicked,  naaghty  Christian  people,  who, 
aM  St  Paul  saith,  '  confess  Ood  with  their  month,'  bst 
deny  Him  in  their  deeds. — Forasmuch  as  *  faith  witlioot 
worlcs  is  dead,'  it  is  not  now  faith,  as  a  dead  man  is  not 
a  man.  llie  true,  lively  Cliristian  fiuth  liveth  and 
stirreth  inwardly  in  the  heart  It  is  not  without  die 
love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  nor  without  die  desire 
to  hear  God's  word,  and  follow  the  same,  in  eschewing 
evil,  and  doing  gladly  all  good  worlds. — Of  this  faith, 
this  is  first  to  be  noted,  that  it  does  not  lie  dead  in  the 
heart,  but  is  lively  and  fruitful  in  bringing  forth  good 
works.  As  the  light  cannot  be  hid,  so  a  true  fhith  can- 
not be  kept  secret,  but  shews  itself  by  good  works :  Aad 
as  the  living  body  of  a  man  ever  exerciseth  such  things 
as  belong  to  aWvVn^^K^^  -^  ^  the  soul  that  has  a  lively 
&ith  in  It,  w\U  be  ^o\ft%  ^^wj  ^^aa  ^ffsKA^^wse•^^-^llUch    \ 


shall  ilecliue  that  it  is  living  For  he  U  like  a  iiee  set 
by  the  water-side,  liis  leaf  will  be  greeu,  and  he  wili 
not  cease  to  bring  forth  hia  fruit."— Hom.  o/FaUA,firil 
part.  Here  Is  no  Andnoiniau  sal«> ;  no  "  winter  state" 
allowed  of,  to  bring  forth  the  dire  fruits  of  adultery 
and  ninrder. 

"There  is  one  WORK  in  which  are  all  good  worl>a; 
that  is,  'faith  whicii  worketh  by  charity."  If  jon 
liave  it,  you  have  the  ground  of  all  good  works  ;  for 
wisdom,  tempetance,  and  juaticc,  arc  all  referred  onui 
tliia  faith  •■  Without  it  we  have  not  virtues,  but  ooJj 
their  Damen  and  shadows.  Many  have  do  fruit  of  their 
works,  because  faith,  Iht  chief  work,  lackcth.  Oac 
faith  in  Christ  uiust  go  before,  and  after  be  nourished 
by  good  works.  The  thief  did  believe  only,  and  ilie 
most  merciful  God  justified  bim.  If  he  had  lived,  and 
not  regarded  tlie  works  0/  failh,  [N.  B.]  he  shonld 
iiaee  but  hit  saliitttiott  a^oia." — HoM.  on  Gead  Warki, 
Jirit  part. 

"The  third  thing  to  be  declared  unto  you,  is,  what 
manner  of  works  ihcy  are  which  spring  out  of  tine  faith, 
and  lead  faithful  men  to  everlasting  life,  lliis  cannot 
be  known  so  wellaa  by  our  Saviour  himself,  who, being 
asked  of  a  certain  great  man  tliia  question,  '  What 
norks  shall  1  do  to  come  to  everlasting  life  ?'  answered 
liim,  '  If  thou  wilt  come  10  everlasting  life,  keep  the 
commimdments :  Thua  shalt  not  kill,  than  shalt  not 
commit  adultery,'  &c.  By  which  words  Christ  declared, 
that  the  laws  uf  God  are  the  very  way  which  leads  to 
everlasting  l^e.  So  (Iiat  this  is  to  be  (alien  for  a  moil 
true  leieoa,  tanght  by  Christ's  oien  nuialA,  that  the 
works  of  tbe  mora!  coDimaudmenbi  of  God  are  the  very 
true  works  of  faith,  which  lead  to  (he  blessed  life  to 
come.  But  the  blindness  and  malice  of  men  bath  ever 
been  ready  to  fall  from  God  and  his  law,&adUi  Invent 
a  new  way  to  salvation  by  works  of  l/ielr  oibh  deiiice. 
Therefore  Christ  said,  '  Vou  leave  (he  commandments 
of  God  to  keep  yonr  own  traditions.'  Yuu  must  have  an 
assttred  &i(h  in  God,  lore  him,  and  dread  (0  offend  him 
fiermore  :  Then,  for  his  sake,  lote  alv  »tH,  JrieTifla 
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««^/bn,  becuse  thej  tie  bto  crmfeion  and  im9e,ai 
reditmed  h$  Ckritt  at  ge  «r#.  Kill  not ;  oonunt  * 
nunaerofaihilttfry,  Iq  will  nor  deed,  Ac  Tlnii 
keeping  tbecommuidiDents  of  God  (wherein  MnW 
hU  pore  bonovr,  and  which  wroogfat  In  Ikltby  he  hA 
ordained  to  be  the  right  trade  and  pathway  to  heva) 
you  skmii  not /kli  to  cmne  to  everiasting  Ufe."— Hoa 
aa  Good  if^erkM,  iMrdpmH. 

«  MThereai  God  hath  rhewcd,  to  all  tfiaft  IHi^rMne 
hU  gospel,  hit  fiwe  of  roercf  In  Jetna  Christ,  whid 
docs  M>  enlighten  their  hcarti,  diat»  if  tbej  behoU  it  m 
thejr  onght,  they  are  tranNformed  to  hie  hnage,  and  Bile 
pailaliert  of  the  lieavenlf  light  aad  of  hia  Holy  Sphil; 
•o,  if  Mcy  mft0r  do  negiett  the  samey  and  order  Ml 
their  life  according  to  hit  example  aad  doctrine,  he  wi& 
take  awaf  from  them  hb  khigdom»  hecaaae  tbej  bri^ 
not  forth  the  frnit  thereot— And  If  Ihia  will  notierw, 
bnt  still  we  remain  ^sobedlenty  bebaring  ownselvcsai- 
charitaMy,  by  disdain,  enry,  ma]ice,.or  by  commltdag 
morder,  adultery,  or  such  detestable  works  ;  then  be 
thrcateneth  ns  by  terrible  commioationay  swearing  is 
great  anger,  that  whosoever  does  these  works,  shall 
meeer  enter  into  his  rest,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven."— HoM.  of  Falling  from  God,firtt  pari. 

**  We  do  call  for  mercy  in  vain,  if  we  will  not  show 
mercy  to  our  neighbonr.  For  if  we  do  not  put  wratk 
and  displeasure  forth  out  of  our  hearts  to  our  brother, 
no  more  will  God  forgive  the  wrath  that  oar  sins  have 
deserved  before  him.  For  under  this  condition  doth 
God  forgive  us,  f/we  forgive  others.  God  commands  os 
to  forgive,  if  we  will  have  any  part  of  the  pardon  which 
Christ  purchased  by  shedding  his  precious  Idood.  Let 
us,  then,  be  favourable  one  to  another,  &c.  By  these 
means  shall  we  move  God  to  be  merciful  to  our  sins. 
He  that  hateth  hia  brother f  is  the  child  of  damnation 
and  of  the  devil,  cursed  and  hated  of  God,  so  hng  as  he 

f  Did  DOC  David  oDoehate  Uriah,  as  much  aa  JcKbel  did  NSbotii  ? 
Wm  not  innooent  blood  shed  hi  both  caies,  by  means  of  sanguinary 
letteis?    Is  it  to  the  hottoat  c(t  T»vtS&«  that  he  out-did  Jesebel  fei 


to  remolHetA,  For  as  peace  and  chafily  make  ns  Ihe 
blessed  cAiMrerfof  God,  »o  da  haired  and  maHce  make 
us  Me  caraed  children  of  the  devil." — HOM.  /or  Good- 

TJie  Homily  an  DreisS  brings  to  my  mind  what  you 
say,  p.  35,  upon  that  bead,  [f  I  am  nocmisEiiiEii,  you 
quote  Mr,  Hervey,  in  anppartll  of  fi aery,  which  earpHsea 
me  so  much  the  more,  as  the  plainness  of  your  dress 
is  a  prac^tical  answer  to  what eau  be  advanced  in  anppoit 
of  that  branch  of  Aniinomianism.  Permit  me,  how- 
erer,  to  guard  your  ornameated  qaotation  in  the  plain, 
oen'ouA  laDgnat;e  of  OBr  chnich.  After  menliouinit 
'  the  roniid  attires  of  the  bead,'  exposed  by  IshihIi,  Fhe 
iay« :  "  No  less  truly  Is  llit'  viiuity  aaed  amuu^  UE.  For 
the  pri>ud  and  hanghty  stomachs  of  the  daughters  of 
England  are  so  maintained  with  divers  disguised  serlH  of 
costly  apparel,  that,  as  Tertulliao  balth,  tAere  is  left  ne 
difference  of  apparel  beliceen  an  honeat  matron  and  a 
comtaon  itrumpel .'  Vea,  iiiauf  care  not  what  they 
apeud  in  disguising  ihemeelvea,  ever  deairing  new  toys, 
and  iuTenting  new  fashions.  Therefore  we  mu^tneeda 
looli  far  God's  fearful  vengeance  from  heaven,  to  orer- 
throiT  our  pride,  as  be  overthrew  Herod,  who,  in  his 
royal  apparel,  forgetting  God,  was  rmitteu  of  au  angel, 
and  eatan  up  with  worms. 

"  But  Bome  vain  women  will  object, '  All  which  we 
'  do,  in  deciiing  ourselves  with  gay  appaiet,  is  le  please 
'  our  husbands.'— O  most  sliamcfnl  answer,  tu  the  re- 
proach of  thy  hnsband  '.  What  conldest  thou  any  more 
to  set  out  bis  foulitbiiess,  than  lo  charge  him  to  be 
pleased  with  the  devil's  attire  ?  Nay,  nay,  this  is  but  a 
vain  eKcuse,  of  lucb  as  go  about  to  please  [themsclve* 
and]  others,  rather  than  their  huabanda. — She  docs  but 

guaided  dortrlnc,  Aod  Imhiuati^  that  I  "dwindle  tile  noble  ideu  o£ 
SU  Paul  inlD  a  mtaruieu  of  KPie  boGLdng  12Le  lupersUUgiu  jizid  con* 
bbbbI  ipiilt  Ufa  hermit-,"  II  Mwnarily  followi,  that  juu  pl«d  for 
Bnety,  or  thilyouoppoKmefor  oiirt»'i>i'n'"Mlw,wh«n  jroufinolir 
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dcKTre  tcorn,  to  id  out  all  her  commcadatioii  in  Jef> 
bh  nud  Hcatk«uiiih  apparcU  and  yet  hng  of  her  Chrii* 
lianity ;  and  wmetimc*  i^he  if  the  cmase  of  tDOcb  deedl 
in  her  hushand's  dealings,  that  alie  may  be  the  noff 
gorgcootly  let  ont  to  the  sifht  of  the  vain  worU.  0 
thou  woman,  not  a  ChriMian,  hot  worse  than  a  Pfegiii 
ihon  tcttent  oat  thy  pride,  and  makett  of  tfay  indecen 
apparel  tlie  devil's  net  to  catch  moIs.  Howroerertboi 
perfninest  thyself,  yet  cannot  thy  lieasdinen  be  hiddea. 
The  inorc  thon  garnishest  thysdf,  with  these  ontward 
Mazlugs,  tlie  less  thon  carest  for  the  inward  gamidiiiig 
of  thy  mind.  Hear,  hear  what  Christ's  holy  apostlei 
do  write."— Then  follow  those  passages  of  St  Peter 
and  St.  I^inl,  which  yon  suppose  '<  1  do  not  r)|^dy 
understand." 

To  convince  yon,  howcrer,  that  oar  charch  has  as 
much  of  '*  the  superstitions  and  contracted  spirit  of  a 
hermit"  as  myself,  I  shall  plead  a  moment  more  against 
finery  In  her  own  words  :  '*  The  wife  of  an  Heathen 
lieing  aslced  whp  the  wore  no  gold?^  she  answered,  that 
the  thought  her  hutband't  virtuet  efficient  ornaments. 
How  much  more  onght  every  Christian  to  think  himself 
safficieiitly  garnished  with  our  Saviour  Christ's  hca\'en]y 
virtues  !  Rut  perhaps  some  will  answer,  that  they  mutt 
do  something  to  shew  their  birth  and  blood :  As  though 
these  things  [jewels  and  finery]  were  not  common  to 
those  who  are  most  vile ;  as  though  thy  husband'8  riches 
could  not  be  better  bestowed  than  iu  such  superfluities : 
As  though,  when  thou  wast  christened,  thou  didst  not 
renounce  the  pride  of  this  world,  and  the  pomp  of  the 
fiesli.  If  thou  sayest,  that  the  custom  is  to  be  followed  f 
I  ask  of  thee,  Whose  custom  should  be  followed  ?  Of 
the  wise,  or  of  fools  ?  If  tliou  sayest,  0/  the  wise  ; 
then  I  say,  Follow  them  ;  for  fools*  customs,  who  should 
follow  but  fools  ?  If  any  lewd  custom  be  used,  be  thou 
the  first  to  break  it;  labour  to  diminish  it,  and  lay  it 
down,  and  thou  shalt  have  more  praise  before  God  by  it, 
than  by  all  the  glory  of  such  superfluity.  I  speak  not 
against  couvemenl  aivv^xttX,  lot  ^v^v^  state  agreeable  ; 


but  against  Ihe  anperfluily,  wliercby  tlioii  anil  llij  hus- 
band aie  compelled  tu  rob  the  poor,  U>  mamtsiii  tliy 
co!itline!$.  Hear  how  holy  queen  Esther  setteth  out 
these  goodly  crnameatB,  as  they  are  called,  when,  in 
order  to  Eave  God'ii  people,  she  put  them  on  ;  '  I'buii 
*  knuweat,  O  Lord,  the  uecessity  whicli  I  amdriven  to, 
'  tu  put  on  this  apparel,  and  that  I  ftbhor  Ihia  sign  ut' 
'  pride,  and  that  I  defy  it  ai  a  filthy  chjth.'  " — HoM. 
agaiatt  Exceu  of  Apparel. 

Solar  is  anr  church  from  siding  wUh  Antinomiiia 
Soli Gdias ism,  which  perpetaally  decries  good  works, 
that  she  rather  leans  to  the  other  extreme.  "  If  Po- 
pery is  about  half-way  betiveen  FroteEtantiem,  and  tLe 
Minutes,"  yon  will  hardly  Ihiok  that  the  niaia  itself  is 
a  quarter  of  the  way  between  Dr.  Crisp'a  scheme,  and 
(he  following  propositions  extracted  from  the  Homily 

"  Moat  true  is  that  saying  of  St.  Angustiu,  fia  eali 
pauper  esl,  '  relieving  of  the  poor  U  the  right  way  to 
heaven.'  Christ  promiietb  a  reward  to  those  who  give 
but  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  his  name  to  them  that  have 
need  of  it;  aud  tliat  reward  is  the  kingdom  of  beai'i'n. 
No  doubt,  therefore,  God  regarfelh  highly  that  which 
he  rewardeth  sO  liberally.  He  tliat  hatti  beeu  liberal 
to  Ibe  poor,  let  him  know,  that  bis  godly  dulngs  ate 
accepted,  and  ihanhfnllir  taken  at  God's  bauds,  which 
lie  wilt  requite  nith  double  and  treble  ;  Ibr  so  says  the 
niae  man  ;  '  He  who  shewelh  mercy  to  the  pour,  doth 
lay  his  money  in  the  bank  to  the  Lord '  for  a  large  iute- 
rc9t  and  fiaiu ;  tlie  gain  bein)(  ehielly  Ihe  pussesalou  of 
the  life  everlasting,  through  llie  merits  of  Christ." 

When  our  church  biLs  given  ns  thb  strong  dote  of 
legality,  that  she  may  by  a  desperftte  remedy  remove  a 
desperate  disease,  and  kill  or  cure  the  Antinumiau  spi- 
rit in  all  her  children ;  lest  the  violent  medicine  sbonld 
hurt  us,  she,  like  a  prndeiit  mother,  instantly  admiolj- 
ters  tlie  following  baLnamie  corrective  ; — 

"  Some  will  say,  //  charilabU  loorit  are  able  to 
reeoncile  ui  f o  God,  and  deliver  ai/nimdamtialiou,IAen 


trr  IJtiitf'*  nfrllM  irfurttl :  IAfii  art  wf  JiuliJM  h 
■rarl».  onrf  if  oar  dmti  mag  w  mrril  Afnrm.  Did 
mdciiiiuHl.  dc*rl|  brlnvrd,  that  no  gudly  iucd.  iclm 
they,  lp  pxiolllnii  tin  diipilly,  prolii,  and  flTcct  al  lii- 
tUDdHtnd  libpni  aJm*,  do  any  that  it  briageih  nato^ 
fhvUDT  of  (loil .  do  mtaa  thai  oar  work  is  the  original 
caatc  of  Dili  arcFpllncc  befnir  God,  lie.  For  that  •*»( 
IndcH  to  dcAu;rChtlil,>uiltodefiandhiin  of  biigtorjr 
Hot  thry  mniOilliAl  the  Spirit  of  Cod  mightily  workinf 
t'l  diem.  «ho*cemfd  before  fhildren  of  wratfa,  Ihty 
dtdan  by  their  Dninard  dixds,  ihal  they  are  the  on- 
doubted  rhtldren  of  God. — By  their  tender  pity  ,  j  wherein 
Ihey  Hhew  ihcmfeliri's  to  be  like  onto  God,}  thej  dertare 
Qpvoly  and  maiiibitfy  anio  the  sight  of  all  nicii,  ibit 
they  are  the  >oni  of  God  For  a>  the  good  fi-uh  doM 
argue  Uie  i(i>i>diiei9  of  the  tree,  loJoth  the  good  deed 
ofa  umii  prnce  the  goodneii  of  hiui  tliat  doeth  it." 

tn  JuKtlee  to  our  boly  church,  whom  some  repreKut 
as  n  patrouesa  of  Antinonilaiiitai ;  iti  broiberly  love  t* 
you,  honoured  Sir,  who  seem  to  jadge  of  her  doclciDti 
by  ■  lew  expreisiona  whicb  CDBlom  made  her  sxe  afl» 
iSt.  AaKU<t1n;lnleiider  compassion  to  many  of  her  mem- 
ben',  who  are  ttrangers  to  her  true  seuIimcntR  ;  and  in 
comiDoD  liDiuanity  la  Mr.  Wealry,  who  h  perfxtually 
Mccuied  of  erecting  Popery  npon  her  rains  ;  I  hare  pie- 
KDtcd  jon  with  thla  extract  rrom  our  Homilies.  If  yoo 
lay  by  the  reil  of  prejudice,  wl.icb  keeps  the  light  from 
yoiir  honeet  heart,  I  humbly  hope  it  will  roovince  yon, 
that  oar  churrh  nobly  contends  for  St.  James'i  eraiige- 
lleai  legulity  {  thai  «hc  pleads  for  the  reicardableHta 
(which  ii  ail  we  Dndentand  by  the  n#rf^  of  works,  is 
far  uronger  terms, than  Mr.  Wesleydoes  iu  the  Mi- 
notes  ;  and  that  in  perpetually  making  onr  >usti(i cation, 
merited  by  Christ,  lorn  upon  the  mttrvtsmlaSlii  of  a 
lively  faitii,  and  the  evidence  of  good  works,  as  tiiereis 
opportunity  to  do  them,  she  tears  np  CalTinlBmand  Aa- 
liuoDiian  delusions  by  the  very  roots.  , 

Leaciog  you  to  consider,  hot*  yon  shall  bring  ahoat 
■  reconciUatiou  bewreen  iwb  Fourth  Leuer  and  our 
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godly  Homilies,  1  stiaU  juGt  take  the  llheity  to  remind 
you,  that  when  you  entered,  or  took  yoar  degrees  at 
Oxfoni,  yoo  subscribed  to  the  39  Articles ;  the  35ih  of 
which  declares,  that  "  the  HaioiUes  contaiu  a  godly 
aod  wholesome  dociriDe,  ueceseai-y  for  these"  Papisti- 
cal and  Aatjnoiuian  "  Umee." 

That  keeping  clear  from  holh  extretnes,  we  may  erl- 
dence  the  godliness  of  that  doctrine,  by  the  soandneaa 
of  oar  publications,  aud  the  eKemplariuess  of  our  con- 
duct, is  tlie  cordial  prayer  of, 

HoQOuKd  and  deitr  Sir, 
Ybut  obedient  Servanl  in  the  Lilurgg,  Articles, 

and  Homilia  of  Iht  Church  of  England, 
J.  FLETCHER, 
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LETrER  III. 

i 

TO  RICH  A  AD  HILL,  fiSd. 
HON.  AND  DEAR  IIR» 

In  my  last,  I  eudearoured  to  ihew  yon,  tfaatov 
chnrcfay  Ar  from  warping  to  CiispiAirmr»  stnnglf 
enforces  St  James's  nndefiled  religion :  Let  us  now  ice 
wliat  modem  diTines,  especially  the  Pwitnoy  dioai^ 
about  the  important  snbject  of  our  oontroversy. 

Page  13,  yon  oppose  the  doctrine  which  yon  hate  (p. 
U,)  so  heartily  wished  to  he/rmip  etMiMed  in  the 
month  of  two  witnesses  :  <<  If  Mr.  Wldtefidd  had 
been  now  living,"  say  you, ''  I  doubt  not  bnt  he  would 
have  told  you,  that  if  need  should  be,  he  was  ready  to 
oShr  himself  among  the  foremost  of  those  true  Proiet- 
ianii,  who,  you  tell  aa,  could  have  burned  against  the 
doctrine  of  a  secoud  justification  by  worlts.  And  as  to 
the  Puritan  divines,  there  is  not  one  of  the  many  hun- 
dreds of  them  but  what  abhorred  the  doctrine  of  a  second 
justification  by  worlcs,  as  full  of  rottenness  and  deadly 
poison. — Surely  thou  it  is  not  without  justice  that  I 
accuse  you  of  the  grossest  perversions  and  misrepresen- 
tations, that  perhap.s  ever  proceeded  from  auy  author's 
pen.  The  ashes  of  that  laborious  man  of  God,  Mr* 
Wbitefield,  you  have  raked  up,  in  order  to  bring  him  as 
a  coadjutor  to  support  your  tottering  doctrine  of  a  second 
justification  by  works." — ^And  again,  (91,  92,)  **  I 
am  not  afraid  to  challenge  Mr.  Fletcher,  to  fix  upon  one 
Protestant  minister,  either  Puritan  or  of  the  Church  of 
England,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  to  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  who  held  the  doctrines  be 
has  been  contending  for." — "  Sure  I  am,  that  you  have 
grieved  many  a  p\ous  \veaTt  among  our  Dissenting  bre- 


threu,  by  fathering  npou  their  renerable  ancestors  socli 
a  spurious  offspring,  M  iraa  only  trace  its  descent  from 
the  loins  of  tlie  man  of  sin.'bj  which  it  was  begotten, 
out  of  the  mother  of  aLominalions,  the  'scarlet  Baby- 
looisb  whore,  which  sitteth  upon  manj'  waters.'  " 

Yonr  charges  and  challenge,  honouied  Sir,  dcserre 
an  Hnnwer,  nnt  because  they  tis  the  blot  of  the  grossest 
perversions  upon  m;  iasignificant  character  ;  bnt  be- 
cause tlicy  repi-esent  the  holy  apostle  James,  whose  doc- 
trine I  vindicate,  as  '  the  man  of  sin,"  begetting  his 
undefiled  rtligion  "  ont  of  the  Babylnnlsli  wbore."  I 
-begin  with  what  you  say  ahont  Mr.  Whitefield: 

I  never  thonght  he  was  clear  in  the  doctrine  of  our 
Lord,  '  In  the  day  of  jndgment  by  thy  words  shnlt  thou 
be  justified  ;'  for  if  he  had  seen  it  in  its  proper  light, 
he  wonld  instantly  have  renounced  Calvinism.  Ail  1 
have  asserted  is,  that  the  most  eminent  ministers,  Mr. 
Whitefield  himself  not  excepted,  perpetually  allude  to 
that  doctrine,  when  their  enlarged  hearts,  [under  a  full 
gale  of  God's  free  Spirit,)  get  clear  of  the  shallowa 
of  bigotry,  or  the  narrow  channels  of  their  lavonrite 
systems ;  For  then,  sailing  in  deep  water,  and  regard- 
less  of  the  rocks  of  offence,  they  cut  their  easy  way 
through  the  raging  billows  of  opposition,  and  !>peak 
ALL  the  tmtbasitis  in  Jesus  i  or  at  least "  allade" 
(this  nas  my  expression,  see  Second  Chech,  p.  331)  to 
what,  at  another  time,  ihey  would  perhaps  oppose  with 
all  thdr  might. 

-And  do  yon  not,  honoured  Sir,  allow  that  Mr.  White- 
field  did  this  in  the  application  of  his  sermons  with 
legard  to  my  doctrine,  when  you  say  I,  ^p.  15,)  "  All 
that  ra'i  be  gathered  from  his  expressions,  is,  that  he 
believed  there  woald  be  a  great  and  awful  day  in  which 
nil  who  sit  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel,  shall  be  called 
to  give  a  solemn  accoant  of  what  thej  hear,  and  every 
minister  as  solemn  an  account  of  the  doctrine  delirered 
by  him."  To  convince  yon,  that  you  grant  me  all  1 
contended  for,  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  this  solemn 
account  will  be  in  order  to  a  mock  trial,  or  to  fhe  solemn 
JusliJicatioii  or  coudetnuaUDn  mci)&otw^^>^  Q^^\i«.^^ 
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Matt.ili.S7?  If  yos  aArm  thts  iMnMr,  |«i tni0 
Uearetily  Wladoa,  70a  UMpliene  Jetoi  Ckrlil:  I 
Ihe  latter,  pm  give  ap  tlie  point ;  oar  ImwIbk  9i 
•peaking,  that  If,  oar  worin,  will  torn  ctidcace  ftr* 
igaiatt  HI  Id  the  day  of  Jiigment ;  aad  aoeavdkg* 
tiwlr  deooddoB.  the  tcale  of  aliaofadloB  and  ooaidMiii' 
lloii  will  tarn  finr  heaven  or  heS. 

Let  therefora  the  pahOe  Jiidco»  wIm>  wnaigB  lfc> 
Whlte6eld ;— 4,  who  lepretent  Uni  ai  apoakiagagM'l 
aUy  10  the  phUn  word!  of  hia  heavealf  Ifaaier,  Milt 
xU.  37  ;-HMr  yon,  dear  Sir,  who  auke  Uai advaaceaii 
sealot,  at  the  head  of  a  hody  of  pnlndioed  men,  10  ta0 
agalnrt  ai  eiplklt  and  Important »  dedaratioo  ae  o« 
dropped  Iron  tiie  Redeemer't  Upa.    1  aay  imfmimi; 
hecanie  the  mMneatyon  itrflte  at  oar  JaalllhaHna  If 
works  In  the  last  day»  yoa  strike  al  Ao  doctrtee  of  » 
day  of  Jadgnent ;  and  the  noneiit  Aaa  fandawttd 
doctrine  Is  overthrown,  natnral  and  revealad  v^Vss 
sink  In  a  heap  of  common  mhuu 

Bsss  we  on  now  to  the  other  reason,  for  which  yos 
''  aocnse  me  of  the  grossest  misrepresentations  and  per- 
versions that  perliaps  ever  proceeded  from  any  author's 
pen."  I  have  affirmed,  (Second  Check,  p.  331,)  that *'aU 
the  sober  Paritaa  divines  have  directly  or  indirecilf* 
asserted  a  second  justification  by  works  ;"  and  yon  tell  . 
ns,  (p.  13,)  '*  There  is  not  one  of  them  but  what  abhorred 
it,  as  fall  of  rottenness  and  deadly  poison."  One  of  ns 
is  undoubtedly  mistaken ;  for  our  propositions  are  dia- 
metrically opposite.    Let  us  see  who  is  the  man. 

To  dispute  about  words  is  unbecoming  men  of  reason  i 
and  religion ;  and  that  we  may  not  be  guilty  of  this  ^ 
common  absurdity,  and  oppose  one  another,  when  per' 
haps  we  mean  the  same  thing,  permit  me  to  state  the 
question  as  clearly  as  I  possibly  can.  Not  considering 
the  meritorious,  but  the  instrumental  cause  of  our  justi- 
fication, I  ask.  In  the  day  of  judgment,  shall  we  be 
justified  or  condemned  by  tiie  works  which  Christ  did  io 
the  days  of  his  flesh  ? — Or,  in  other  terms.  Shall  we  be 


justified  by  the  righicnusness  of  Christ  imputed  to  ui,  »a 
Calvin  supposes  it  waa imputed  to  David inUriali'a bed? 
Or,  hy  the  liebteonijiieta  of  Christ,  implmtted  ia  ui,  u 
it  v/a*  iinplautf  d  i[i  David  wheo  '  hia  eyea  ran  donu  with 
water  because  men  kept  not  Gnd'8  law?'— Or,  if  too 
please.  Shall  we  be  justified  by  Christ's  loving  God  and 
man  fur  cs  ;  Or,  by  our  loving  God  aud  loan  ourBelvea? 
Tlie  former  of  those  aentimenta  isihatof  Dr.  Crisp,  and 
all  his  atknirej'j :  Tliat  the  latter  was  the  sentiment  of 
Dr.  Owen,  and  all  (he  sober  Puritan  divines,  wbea  they 
regarded  Christ  more  than  Calvin,  I  prove  thus  : 

Dr.  Owen,  (the  pious  and  lenrned  champion  of  the 
Cnliinists  in  the  last  century,  whom  you  quote,  p.  93,) 
speaking  in  his  Treatise  on  Jtiatyicalion,  (p.  223,}  of 
ooe  jnatificd  at  hia  conversion,  aaya,  "That  God  does 
ludispensably  require  of  him  persooal  obedience,  wbidi 
may  be  called  Ida  evangelical  righteoasness  ; — ^rhal  this 
righteoasness  ia  pleadable*  unto  an  Hcquitment  against 
auy  charge  from  Satan  ,theworld,oronr  own  consciences: 
— That  upon  it  we  shall  be  declaied  rigiiteous  iu  the 
laslduy;  and,  withont  iV,  none  shall.  And  if  any  shall 
think  meet  from  hcuee  to  cuucludu  uuto  an  eBarifelicai 
justificatioB,  or  call  God's  acceptanci:  of  our  righteous- 
ucas  by  that  name,  I  shall  by  no  means  contend  with 
them.§  Whenever  this  inquiry  is  made.  How  a  man 
that  professeth  evangelical  faitli  in  Christ,  shall  be  tried 
and  judged;  and  whereon,  as  such,  he  shall  bejuffj/?«ij  ? 
we  grant  that  it  is,  aud  maat  be,  by  hit  own  pernonal 
iihedience." 

This  important  quotation  is  produced  by  D.  Willimns, 
in  his  Go^el  Truth  oindicaled ugainat  Dr.  Critp't  Opi- 
nion!, (p.  MS.)  It  ia  introduced  to  cuufirm  the  following 

■  I  have  ihcwa  in  the  Vbidkulidu,  how  nnvld  and  EKkleL  pladcd 


MM  aertay  praaiaed  lo  biiif  to  hmmm —gluifie 

•  Mkfer^obyMif  MlvaiiM,  Mqi^ii^f  ^Miwii^ 
4hpeMikl8  AmIm  lad  (tnJUJcitioMi,  #f  sll  aivli^iirtiPi 
iMiHUiMieaBAkkM;  andttiBdiiA^KaUtfmftvtiilkwi 
Mglecl  tkcm»or  Uvemadcr  iIm  poiper  of  «ikiil««0il«iT 
temo/'  Hera  U  eridenlly  tiie  pvra  doptiiM  ol  Ike 
MiMfHii  ini  fhft  *  laiirilrrt  milghwi*  tiJ  %  Immn 

TheauMjadHdoot  Mllior,  Im  lOt  Ek(NC»«t  Wiiki 

iMw  wpoa  the tatJeeKf  mur  colnofCBif :  f^Hwmiftl 

'  of  tiMie  [l)B.Cfltp'a]  enon,  WMlMtoBl^e*«Mellwt 

tieel  power  of  idigkw ;  tel alto  ra«itei«9% 

€liiiiliaMiBiiioMilile.  MatealceMoiO 

nMIe  ooe  tMe  [the  eoher.  PoiitaM]  fmi  Aio-iiiRoii^ 

iIm  §eepel»  voder  ki  pnHniite  ondvtliioilo*  f^t  wkiA 
they  are  aoeased  ae  ea^aiee  to  ChriM  aad  graoe^  lad 
the  other  lide  [the  fidlowen  of  Dr.  Crisp]  l^oraatiy 
act  ap  IA«  iNune  of  Christ  and  Free  Grace,  agaiaat  iM 
goo€mmeni  of  Christ  tmd  the  rule  of  judgmewt. 

"  I  believe  many  abettors  of  these  mistalies  are  ho* 
nestly  zealous  for  the  honour  of  free  grace>  but  have  not 
light  to  see  how  God  has  provided  for  this.  By  this 
^preteace  Antinomianism  corrupted  Germtoy ;  it  bid  £ur 
to  overthrow  church  and  state  in  New  England  ;  and  by 
its  strolce  at  the  vitals  of  religion  it  alarmed  most  of  tbe 
pulpits  in  England.  Many  of  our  ablest  pens  were  en- 
gaged against  these  errors ;  as  Mr.  Gataker,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, Anthony  Burgess,  the  provincial  Synod  at  London; 
with  very  many  others,  whose  labours  God  vras  pleased  to 
bless  to  the  stopping  the  attempts  of  Dr.  Crisp,  by  name 
opposed  by  the  aforesidd  divines,  Saltmarsh,  EatOB,&c. 

''  To  the  grief  of  such  as  perceive  the  tendency  of 
these  principles,  we  are  engaged  in  anew  opposition,  or 
mast  betray  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  I  believe  aumy 
abettors  of  these  notions,  have  grace  to  preserve  tiieir 
minds  and  practices  Ii^ta  ^Ct^vt  Vofinfiuce  :  But  they 
ought  to  conaider,  ih^X  xVie  ^w^x^vj  *A  \SA!c^\xA\ae»& 


no  sach  nntidnte  ;  utid  tlicmselres  ne«d  uot  fortify  their 
otv'ii  teiuptations,  nor  lose  Clic  defeuce  which  ibe  wis- 
dom of  God  bas  provided  agaiuat  remisBoesE  in  duty, 
and  sinful  bacLtlidiugs. 

"  111  the  present  testimony  of  the  Truth  of  Ike  Gtupel, 
1  liave  studied  plainnesa.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
I  have  in  nothing  misre presented  Dr.  Crisp's  opinions, 
nor  mistaken  bh  sense:  For  most  of  themhe  oft  studi- 
ously pleads ;  of  each  i  conld  mnltiply  proofs,  and  aJl 
of  them  are  nece^iaary  fur  bis  scheme,  although  uot  con- 
sistent with  all  liis  other  occasional  expressions."  1 
liave  carefully  avoided  any  reflectiuo  ou  Ur.  Crisp, 
whom  I  believe  to  be  a.  holy  man. 

Tlie  wholr  work  of  D.  Williams,  and  consequently 
ihe  preceding  quotations,  have  the  remarkable  sanction 
of  the  following  certificate; — "We,  whose  names  are 
anbscribed,  do  judge  that  our  Rev.  Brother  has,  in  all 
tliat  Is  material, /uify  aud  rightly  staled  the  irulbs,  and 
errors  mentioned  as  such,  in  the  following  treatise : 
And  do  Bcconot  he  has,  in  this  work,  done  considerable 
service  to  thechurdiof  Christ;  adding  our  prayers,  that 
theae  labours  of  bis  maybe  a  meau  for  reclaiming  those 
who  have  been  misled  into  such  dangerous  opinions; 
aud  for  establishing  those  that  waver  in  any  of  these 
traths."— Signed  by  near  fifty  Puritan  ministers,  the 
first  of  whom  is  Williaoi  Bates,  and  the  last  Edmund 
Ca!amy,twoof  Ihegi-eatest  prencheminlbelasttantury. 

The  following  Appendix  closes  the  ceitificale  : — "  I 
have  by  me  near  as  many  worthy  names,  snch  as  Mr. 
Woodhouae,  Mr.  Hallet,  Mr.  Boys,  Sic.  who  have  ap- 
proved of  this  work.  But  I  think  this  number  sufficient 
to  convince  the  world,  that  the  Presbyterian  ministers, 
at  least,  espouse  uot  the  Anlinomian  dotages  :  Yea,  1 
am  credibly  informed,  that  (he  must  learned  country 
ministers,  of  the  Congregational  persuasion,  disallow 
the  errors  here  opposed,  and  are  amazed  at  audi  of  their 
brethren  in  London  as  are  displeased  with  this  booh." 

Now,  dear  Sir,  you  must  either  prore  that  what  Dr. 
Owen,  D.Williams,  and  such  a  cloud  of  Puritan  divi  Dei, 
consent  to  tall  an  evaaiittkat  jiHticatwinlti  IVViM  il■l^^l^ 
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k0  fttr  otem  per9etml  ^teHeMce,  is  not  a  jostificitioB ;  m, 
JOB  nott  confeiit,  that  jom  bare  given  the  world  »  ftK 
tprdmen  of  Gemevm  hgie^  wimi  jo«  hftve  JcdMtiJt 
'<  there  if  no/  one  Paritan  dirine  hot  what  abhoned  lie 
doctrine  of  toch  a  Jaid6cMion,  m  ftdl  of  rottenneH  aii 
deadlf  poison."  And  yon  most  domtftlie  Jwlieeti 
nclcnowledge,  yon  did  not  gite  yovaelf  timo  to  wc%h 
yonr  words  in  the  bahince  of  hrotiierty-kiiidiieM,  wlxi 
yon  accused  neof  ''  calumny  and  the  grosaeal  petrei^ 
tlons  that  perhaps  ever  proceeded  Ikom  »ny  utfaor'fl 
pen/'  for  asserting  what  I  thou|^  my  qnolatioiit  frea 
Mr.  Henry  snffldentiy  prored,  and  wlmft  your  gromdless 
charge  has  obliged  me  fully  to  demonstrate.  And  now, 
permit  roe  to  apologise  for  the  scfcrlly  of  your  eondict 
towards  me,  by  reminding  my  reader,  tiiaftyow  great 
Dfama  was  in  danger,  and  that  on  sndi  a  tiying  ooca^ 
ston,  even  a  good  man  maybe  pal  Into  a  hvrry^and  aetj 
before  he  is  aware,  Incoasislently  with  the  christiaa 
▼irtnes  which  blaion  his  character. 

D.  Williams's  Giupel  Truth  VhuHcated,  might  be 
confirmed  by  numberless  quotations  from  Puritan  au- 
thors, who  directly  or  indirectly  assert  a  second  justi- 
fication by  worlcs.  Taiie  one  instance  out  of  a  thousand  : 
Anthony  Burgess,  fellow  of  Emmanuel  college  is 
Cambridge,  (I  thinl:,  one  of  the  ejected  ministers,} 
spealcing  in  his  twelfth  sermon  of  Obedience  at  a  Sign 
of  Grace,  concludes  his  discourse  by  this  truly  Auti- 
Crispian  paragraph : 

**  Art  thou  universal  iu  thy  obedience  ?  Then  thou 
mayest  talce  comfort.  Otherwise  Icuow,  if  thou  hast  not 
respect  to  all  the  ways  and  duties  required  by  God,  thou 
wilt  be  confounded  :  Though  with  Ahab  and  Herod 
thou  do  manif  things,  yet  if  not  all  things,  confusion 
will  be  upou  thee.  O  then  how  few  are  there  who  may 
claim  a  right  to  grace  !§  Many  men  hare  an  external 
obedience  only,  and  no  internal ;  but  most  have  a  par- 
tial, and  not  entire,  complete  obedience ;  therefore  it 
is,  that  '  many  are  called  but  few  chosen.'    Consider 

{  Some  of  the FuAt&D&>iifii3«!t«toKAV3  cv<»»«^^^^ of  HMtflkaUon 
and  lanctUlfiatlon. 


til  allerrible  expression  of  St.  JaroeH,  (ii.  10,  11,)  where  ^ 
ilie apostie  iu(otms  bflieem,  Uiat  if  tlicy  are  guiliy  but  | 
of  tbatouebin,  '  acceptiiig  of  persons,'  they  are  the 
transgressors  of  the  law  iu  general,  wliich  lie  farther 
urgelh  by  iliia  assertion,  '  He  tiiat  keepelh  all,  and 
offeadeth  in  one,  ih  gnllty  of  allj'  not  with  thegnill  of 
Every  particular  eiu,  bat  in  reE()ect  al  the  nathoritjr  of 
the  lawgiver,  accordiug  to  that, '  Cursed  ia  every  one 
that  conliuueth  oot  io  every  thing  comiiianded  by  the 
law.'  Seeing,  therefore,  God  in  regeneration  does  write 
bis  taw  in  our  hearts,  which  doea  aemiually  conlun  the 
exerciseof  all  holy  actions;  so  that  there  cannot  beau 
inMance  of  any  godly  duty,  of  which  God  does  notiiifnse 
a  prineiplein  us ;  And  seeing  glorification  will  be  oniver- 
sal  of  sonl  and  body,  in  all  parts  and  fitcnlties,  how  ne- 
cessary is  it  (hat  Eanctificalion  should  be  univeraall 
Take  heed  therefore  that  (he  wurka  ol  grace  in  thee  be 
not  Lboriive  or  monstrous,  wauliug  essential  and  neces- 
sary parts.  Let  not  tliy  ship  ire  drowned  by  any  one  leak." 
From  Ibis  alarming  quolaCiun  il  appears,  holy  Calri- 
uist  ministers  saw,  an  hundred  years  ago,  that  if  be- 
lierers  did  oot  secure  St.  James's  jastiScatioii  by  uni- 
versal obedience,  the  irorii  of  grace  in  lliem  would 
prove  abortive,  their  hopes  would  periih,  their  ship 
would  tink,  thoDgb  by  one  leak  only ;  and  coasequentiy 
they  would  be  condemned  as  Hymeueua  and  Philetni  in 
the  day  of  judgment  Aad  let  none  complain  of  the 
legality  of  this  doctrine  j  for  our  Lord  himself  fiillj 
preached  it,  wlien  be  said,  ■  Except  a  man  foraake  all, 
he  cannot  be  my  disciple.' 

Take-anolher  instance  of  a  lalcr  date.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Uaweis,  that  has  dislingnisiied  himself  among  the  zea- 
loaa  ministers  of  our  church,  who  have  Cipoosed  Calrin'i 
oentiments,  speaks  lliua  to  the  point,  iu  hia  comment  on 
Matt.  <!1.  37  ;— "  Not  an  idle  word  passes  wlthoat  the 
divine  notice,  but  we  must  answer  for  it  at  the  day  of 
judgment.  With  what  drcumapectiau  then  shonld  we 
heepthedoor  ofour  lips,  when  our  eternal  stale  is  to  be 


•ItlielHurorOod  if  crldeMetofMr  Jwlii 
dmiBtti<m,«iMiteteace|iW>eeed«pcorfi«g|yr— lliii 
It  aoc  luintainiiig,  ai  lovi  iMffmer^r,  JwdicatfM  bf 
WoriM  in  the  dty  of  J«dgiii«t»  mj  hmob  Mli^  mk\ 
€Mi  ao  more  andeffituid  how  t«P»  aai  two 

Tfct  Rev.  Mr.  Madin  himadf,  If  I  mi  mK 
gmatiwiMt  I  ootttcnd  lbr»  In  tbe  verjlKteoftfMMh 
■on  qvoted  in  axmotto^  JMiiteliHi  iy  W< 
condM  wHA  /nW^fctflfen  If  Faith,  Ae. 
■MMe  in  tfie fclhwring pnMigei, wMcfc  I  exbraee  froak: 

'<  In  every  penoo  thnt  It  Jnttlitd,  ikran 
eoncnr,  (i.)  T%e  wtrtorioiii  ettt of  onr 
wliidi  It  CliriMj— (2.)  Tlie  imti  mmmtmfemmm,  wUek 
It  AMi.— And  then  die  JnttlflcatioA  In  Hm  ttBt,  [ff 
Mr  Amt  If  worte  •  OMM  if  >ff|M;  «MfMf  If  /Wtt 
on^^J  whldilt  lobemiderttDodln  n  rfrelnrwllpt  tfe 
^no  penon  lietog  JntCilM  in  Pnnl't  teue^  tknt  It  Ml 
■Ito  In  die  tente  of  onr«nl9'*liMit  lt»lailio  teMttC 
8t  Jamet. 

The  troth  contaioed  In  dili  laift  tentenoe,  is  the  non- 
part  of  practical  Chrisdanity,  and  die  grmind  of  the 
Miontes.  If  Mr.  Madan  considers  what  Ills  proposldoii 
necessarily  implies,  I  am  persuaded,  lie  will  not  only 
side  with  Mr.  Wesley  against  the  Benedictine  monk, 
bat  also  give  np  Calvinism,  with  which  his  assertion 
is  no  more  reconcilable,  tlian  it  is  with  what  yon.  Sir, 
call  '*  a  winter  (and  I  beg  leave  to  name  an  AtUfm- 
mian)  state,"  in  which  we  are  supposed  to  be  justified 
in  Paul's  sense,  while  we  fly  in  the  face  of  St.  James, 
by  the  commission  of  adultery  and  murder. 

The  same  eminent  minitter  asics,  in  the  same  dis- 
course, <*  What  does  it  profit,  though  a  man  say  he  hath 
faith,  and  have  not  works  ?  Can  faith  save  him  ?  [Can 
faith  save  David  in  Uriah's  bed  ?  Can  it  save  Solomon 
worshipping  Ashtaroth,  perhaps  with  his  seven  hundred 
wives,  and  three  hundred  concubines  ?]  that  is.  Such  a 
faith  as  has  not  worlds,  as  is  not  productive  of  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  lu  the  heart  and  life  ?  Is  this  saving  faith  ? 
Certainly  not ;  tor  «uc\i  ^ita^^  v«^tiX&  >3cA.endeDce  of  its 
being  true  and  teid,  aiv^  uo^va\^\wx.xtx»^'w!^^»BfikUB«., 


~lf  my  fnitli  does  nut  produce  the  proper  frnUa,  it  is 
ao  better  tbati  the  devil's  faith. — We  bays  no  scripture 
testimonjodimbeiag  any  other  than  the  devWsehtldreit, 
unless  we  evidence  the  truth  of  our  faith  by  showing 
forth  the  geouine  fruits  and  works  of  faith.  All  ihle 
the  apostle  confirms,  v.  20,  36" ;  ■  Faith  withont  works 
is  dead.  Aa  the  body  withont  The  spirit  la  dead,  so 
feith  withont  works  is  dead  also."  " 

"niis  excellent  passage  is  the  demolition  of  Calvinism, 
and  the  very  doctrine  of  the  Miuules,  if  you  except  the 
article  about  the  word  tneHt,  which  I  do  not  read  in  our 
pioBs  author's  sermon.  However,  (p.  12,)  1  find  the 
word  deserve  in  the  following  important  question  ; 
"  How  can  u>e,  not  ouly  escape  the  penalty  threatened, 
but  deserne  the  remarda  promised  under  the  law  ?" 
And  as  I  do  not  understand  "  splitting  a  hair,"  I  think 
lAal  the  tao  expreisioas,  hbeitino  and  ubserving, 
viAen  dull/  considered,  are  not  at  aide  as  Eail  is  from 
tVest:  And  I  fear,  that  if  Mr.  Wesley  is  an  heretic,  for 
□sing  the  former  at  a  Conference  amooE  frienda  ;  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Madan  is  not  quite  orthodos,  for  using  the 
latter  in  St.  VcdasE's  cbarch  beforefriends  and  enemies. 
But  as  this  quesUou  may  turn  upon  some  nicety  of  the 
English  language,  which,  aa  a  foreigner,  I  hare  not  yet 
observed,  1  drop  it,  to  obviate  an  objection, 

Yiiu  will  perhaps  aay,  honoured  Sir,  that  ail  the 
above-mentioned  auihort,  being  eaund  Calvinists,  hold 
t/ouT  election,  and  that  you  could  produce  passages  out 
of  their  writings,  abaolntely  irrecoiiclUble  with  iJie 
preceding  qnotatious.  To  this  I  reply,  that  avolnme  of 
such  passages,  instead  of  invalidating  the  dnctrine 
which  i  mluiitnin,  would  only  prove,  thai  die  pecn- 
liaritiea  of  Calvia  are  absolutely  irrecoucileable  with 
St  James's  andefilcd  religion  ;  and  (hat  even  the  most 
jadidons  CalvinisU  cannot  make  their  scheme  hang 
tolerably  together. 

I  hope,  honoured  Sir,  the  preceding  pages  will  con- 
vince my  readers,  thatyoD  liave  ipuken  unwarily,  wheii 
yon  have  asserted  ."that  there  i«no(  one  of  the  m.in\hii.o- 
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dred  Poritun  diriues,  bat  v^iiat  abhorred  my  doclrioeas 
fall  of  rotteanesK  ;"  and  that  the  author  of  Goliah  slak 
has  been  nii)a*r  too  forward  iu  chalUnging  me  "  to  fix 
apon  one  Protestant  minister,  either  P^iritau,  or  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  to  tlie  reign  of  Charles  tht 
Second  held  the  doctrine  I  liave  been  contending  for." 
Your  challenge,  dear  Sir,  prtirokes  me  to  imitatioD  j 
and  1  conclude  this  letter  by  challenging  you,  io  my 
turn,  to  fix  upon  a  man  who  will  expose  your  mistakes 
more  bluntly,  and  yet  esteem  and  love  yon  more  cor- 
dially, than,  Honoured  and  Dear  Sir, 
Your  mott  obedient  Servant, 

in  Si,  Jamet*s  pure  reiigiony 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 
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.Umes  Nichols,  Vl^\\^T^^^ 

2,  TVaricicli  Square,  "N eve «ia\e  ^\t<i^. 
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